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S I R, 

*HE Hiftory of the Romans, collected from the 



remains of antient Authors, has been often 
written in the different languages of Europe, But 
a relation worthy of the fiibjeft, fimple and unam- 
bitious (5f ornament, containing in the parts an 
ufeful detail, and in the whole a juft reprefentation, 
of the military conduft and political experience o£ 
that people, appeared to me to be ftill wanting. 

Having earneftly endeavoured to fupply this defetfv 
at leaft in what relates to. the later, times of the. 




8 



Republic 



DEDICATION. 



Republic, the intention, I hope, joined to the im- 
portance of the matter, will juftify my humble 
defire to infcribe this Performance to your Majesty. 



1 am, with the mcft profound Refpe£l, 



S I R, 



YOUR MAJESTY'S 



JNloft faithful Subjeft, and 



JMoft obedient humble Servant, 



EOIKBURGH, 

February i, 1783. 



ADAM FERGUSON. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



TH E reader will be pleafed to obferve, with refpeft 
to the geographical names ufed in the following 
Hiftory, that the Author has endeavoured to conform 
himfelf to common pradtice. This is fo various as not 
to admit of any general rule. Rome, Atfwis, Italy ', and. 
Greece are ufed for Roma, Athene Italia, et Grecia ; 
but France, Hungary, and Savoy, are not ufed for Gaul, 
Panonia, or the Allobroges. Cities and races of men 
have changed fo much, that we cannot employ modern 
names in fpeaking of the antients, except where cuftom 
abfolutely requires it, But the natural features of the 
earth, as rivers, feas, and mountains, being unchanged, 
are exprefied by the modern name, except where they are 
better known by their antient appellations, as in the 
geography of Greece, Afia, and Africa. This mixture of 
antient and modern language may appear exceptionable,. 

efpecially in the Maps ; but it is hoped that the general 
intention,, to render the fubjedt as clear as poflible, will be 
an excufe for any particular difference of opinion in the 
choice of names* 
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The Subjecl. iSappofed Origin of the Roman State. Its Govern- 
ment. The King. — ■ — Senate. People. Curia. Cen- 
turies. Tribes. -Religion. The Triumph. Original 

Maxims. Progrefs of the State under its Kings. Change to 

a Republic. 
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H E Roman State was originally a fmall principality, and BOOK I. 
one of the many little cantons, which, under the denomi- p H ^ P ' 1 \ 
nation of Latins, occupied the left of the Tiber, from 



its confluence with the Anio to the Sea, and from Oftia to Circeii 
on the coaft. Within this narrow tract, reaching in breadth in- 

■ 

land no more than fixteen miles, and extending on the coafl about 

fifty miles, the Latins are faid to have formed no lefs than forty- 
Vol. L B feven 
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feven independent dates 1 ; each of whom had a feparate capital or 
ftrer;2 held, to which they occafionally retired for fafety, with, their 
cattle and ether effects, and from which they made frequent wars on 

each other"". The country, divided into fo many feparate terri- 
tories, we may confider as refemblirrg fome of the lately difcovered 

i (lands in the Southern or Pacific Ocean \ where every, height is re- 
presented as a fortref?, and even- little townfhip, that can maintain 
its rc:7el::or.f, as a feparate flate. Among fettlements of this defcrip- 
tion, the Romans, though they were originally no way diftinguifhed 

in point of pofTcSons or numbers, yet, in confequence of fome fu- 
periority of imututicn or character, they came to have a decided af- 

i-endant. 

Beyond the Tiber on the one hand, and the Liris on the other, the 
„;:::iguous parts of Italy were poffeffed, in the fame manner with La- 
tham, by different races of men, who, under various denominations of 
Etrurians, Samnites, Campanians, and others, formed a multiplicity of 
little nations, united by leagues for common fafety, and ranged un- 
der oppofite interefts, with a view to fome balance of power which 
thev endeavoured to maintain. The peninfula towards one extre- 
mity ~, was {rem time immemorial peopled with Grecian colonies. 
Towards the other, it was, in the firft ages of the Roman flate, over- 
run bv nations cf Gauliih extraction 5 . 

The land throughout, in refpect to fituation, climate, and foil, 
was highly favoured, diverfified with mountain and plain, well 
wooded and watered, replenished with ufeful materials, fit to yield 

pafture for numerous herds, and to produce abundance of corn, wine, 
and oil. And, what is ftill of mere importance, was already become 
the ficurifhmg nurfery of ingenious men, ardent and vigorous in 

their purfuits, though, in refpect to many arts and inventions, yet in 
a Hate of it fimpllcity or ignorance. 

m 

1 Dloztvi. Kilicar. lih.iv. * Magna Grecia. 

s Liv. l:b. i. c. r, 5:c. 1 Gallia Cifaipina. 

: ' Sec Cook's Voyage :c Ne* Z.alasd. 

The 
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The Romans, who made their firft ftep to dominion by becoming c 
heads of the Larian confederacy, continued their progrefs to the 
ibvereignty of Italy ; or, after many flruggles with nations pofl'efTsd 

of refources fimilar to their own, united the forces of that country 

under their own direction, became the conquerors of many king- 
doms in Alia and Africa, as well as in Europe ; and formed an em- 
pire, if not the mo ft ex ten live, at leaft the mod fplendid of any that 
is known in the hiftory of mankind. In poffeffion of this feeming 
advantage, however, they were unable to preferve their own infti- 

tutions ; they became, together with the conquefts they had made, a 
prey to military government, and a fignal example of the vicifntudes 
to which profperous nations are expofed. 

This mighty ftate, remarkable for the final Inefs of its origin, as 
well as for the greatnefs to which it attained, has, by the fplendor 

of its national exertions, by the extent of its dominion, by the wif- 
dom of its councils, or by its internal revolutions and reveries of for- 
tune, ever been a principal object of hiftory to all the more enlight- 
ened nations of the weftern world. To know it well, is » > kn'Av 
mankind; and to have feen our fpecies under the faireft :>.;';' jcT. of 
great ability, integrity, and courage. There is a merit in attempt- 
ing to promote the ftudy of this fubjeft, even if the tfledt ihouiu 
not correfpond with the dcfign. 

Under this impreflion the following narrative was undertaken, and 
chiefly with a vi'ew to the great revolution, by which the republican 

form of government was exchanged for. defpotifm ; and by which 
the Roman people, from being joint fovereigns of a great empire, 

became, together with their own provinces, the fubjecls, and often 

the prey, of a tyranny which was equally cruel to both. 

As in this revolution men of the greateft abilities, poflcfled of 
every art, and furnifhed with the moft ample refources, were .ading 

B 2 in 
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B o o K. i n concert together, or in oppofition to each other, the fcene is likely 

< . — - to exhibit what may be thought the utmoft range or extent of the 

human powers ; and to furnifh thofe who" are engaged in tranfa&ions 
any way fimilar, with models by which they may profit, and from 
which they may ""form found principles cf conduct, derived from 
experience, and confirmed by examples of the higheft authority. 

The event which makes the principal object, of this Hiftory, has 

been lorn crimes confidered as a point of ieparation between two pe- 
riod?, which have been accordingly treated apart— the period of the 
republic, and that of the monarchy. During a confiderable part of 
the fir ft period, the Romans were highly diftinguifhed by their ge- 
nius, magnanimity, and national fpirit, and made fuitable attain- 
r.-.:-rits in what are the ordinary objects of purfuit — wealth and do- 
minion. In the fecond period they continued for fome time to profit 
by the attainments which were made in the former, and while they 
walked in the tract of the commonwealth, or practifed the arts and 
retained the lefibns which former ages had taught, ftill kept their pof- 
feinens. Eat after the fprings of political life, which were wound 
up in the republic, had fome time ceafed to act ; when the ftate was 

become the concern of a fmgle penbn, and the veftige of former 

movements were effaced, the national character declined, and the 
power of a great empire became unable to prefer ve what a final 1 re- 
public had acquired. The example, whether to be fhunned or imi- 
tated, is certainly inftruclive in either period ; but moft fo in the 
tranfiticn that was made from one to the other ; and in the for- 
feiture of thofe public advantages, of which the Roman people, in 
fome pan cf their courfe, availed themfelves with fo much diftinction, 
and which, ir. the fequei, they abuied with fo much difordcr at home, 
and eppreinon of their fubjects abroad. 

With this cbje£t before me, I haften to enter on the fcenes in 
which it begins to appear ; and ihall not' dwell upon the hiftory of 

the 
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the firft ages of Rome ; nor ftop to colled particulars relating to the 
origin and s progrefs of the commonwealth, longer than is neceffary 

r 

to aid the reader in recollecting the circumftances which formed the 
conjuncture in which this interefting change began to take place. 

For this purpofe, indeed, a general defcription of the ftate and its 
territory, fuch as they were in the beginning of this tranfaction, 
might have been fufficient ; but as it is difficult to fix the precife point 

at which caufes begin to operate, or at which effects are complete, I 
have indulged myfelf in looking back to the origin of this famous 
republic, whether real or fabulous, and mall leave the reader to de- 
termine, at what time he will fuppofe the period of authentic hiftory 
to begin, or at what time he will fuppofe the caufes of this revo- 
lution to operate, and to produce their effects, . 

As it is impoffible to give, in mere defcription, a fatisfactory ac- 
count of a fubject which is in its nature progreffive and fluctuating, 
or to explain political eftablifhments without fome reference to the 
occafions from whence they arofe, I have, upon thefe accounts, en- 
deavoured to give, even to the firft part of my labours, the form of 

narration ; and, together with the progrefs of political inftitutions in 

the ftate, remarked its territorial acquifitions and conquefts, in the 
order in which they were made. In proportion as the principal ob- 
ject of the hiftory prefents itfelf, I mail wifli, as far as my talents 
and the materials before me allow, to fill up the narration, and 
give to every fcene of the tran faction its complete detail. When this 
is done, and the cataftrophe' is paffed, I mail wifh again to contract 
my narration ; and as I open with a fummary account of what pre- 
ceded my period, clofe with a fnnilarview of its fequel. 

The Romans are laid to have made their fettlement in the end of 
the fixth, or beginning of the feventh Olympiad 6 , about two hundred. 

0 Dionyf. Hal. lib. u 

years - 
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book years before the acceiiion of Cyrus to the throne of Perfia, feven 

hundred years before the Chriftian iEra, and long before* the date of 
any authentic profane hiitorv whatever. The detail of their ftory 
is minute and circumftantial ; but on this account is the more to be 
iufpected of fiction : And in many parts, befides that of the fable, 

with which it is confeffedly mixed, may, without any blameable 
icepricifm, be rejected as the conjecture of ingenious men, or the 
embellishments of a mere tradition, which partakes in the uncer- 
tainty of all other profane hiftory of the fame times, and labours 
under the obfeurity which hangs over the origin of all other 



nations \ 



That the Roman ftate was originally a fmall one, and came by 
cerrees to its greatnels, cannot be doubted. So much we may fafely 
admit on the faith of tradition, or in this inftance, infer, from the 

ntinuation and recent marks of a progrefs which the people were 



fin! making, after they became an object of obfervation to other na- 
tions : , and after they began to keep records of their own : That they 
had been an alTemblage of herdfmen and warriors, ignorant of let- 
ters, of money, and of commercial arts, enured to depredation and 
violence, and fublifting chiefly by the produce of their herds, and 
the fpoils of their enemies, may be fafely admitted ; becaufe we find 
them, in the moft authentic parts cf their hiftory, fupplying thefe 

defects, and coming forward in the fame direction, and confequcntly 

proceeding from the fame origin, with other rude nations; being, in 

reality, a horde of ignorant barbarians, though likely to become an 

accomplifhed nation. 

In the firft accounts of their fettlement, it is laid that they muf- 

tered three thoufar.d men on foot and tlnee hundred on horleback*. 
Their eftabliihment being effected by furpriie or by force, and their 



• Li*.-. Kb. vi. s D'.zr.yf. K-il. lib. i. 9 £; v . lib. 3. c. 4. 
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people confifting of armed men who had every acquifition to make 
at the expence of their neighbours, they were naturally in a ftatc 
of war with the country around them. They took poft on the Pa- 
latium, .a fmall height on the Tiber, which, according to former 
traditions, had been previoufly occupied by five different races of 
men, who, in a country fo precarioufly fettled, were frequently 
changing their places '°. Their city was the firft model of a Roman 
camp, fortified with a fquare breaft-work and ditch, to ferve as an 
occafional retreat to themfelves and their cattle. Their leader, or 
chief, was the fole magiftrate or officer, either civil or military. The 

members of the commonwealth were diftinguifhed into different 
claffes or ranks, under the names of Patrician and Plebeian, Patron 
and Client. " The Patron," fays Dionyiius, " was to protect, to 
** give counfel ; and, whether prefent or abient, was to his clients 
u what the father is to his family. The Clients, in return, were to 
" contribute to the fupport of their Patron, to aid him in placing his 
" children in marriage; and", in the cafe of his being taken by an ene- 
" my, were to pay his ranfom ; or of his being condemned in a 
" fine, were to difcharge it for him 

The limits of prerogative and privilege, as in other rude focieties, 

were yet imperfectly marked. It was the prerogative of the king to 
lead in war, and to rule in peace ; but it is probable that he no more 
wifhed to deliberate, than to fight alone ; and, though he may have 

done either occafionally, yet numbers of his followers were ever 

ready to attend him in both. The people acknowledged him as their 
leader, or prince ; but they themfelves, as in other inftances of the 

fame kind, were accuftomed, on remarkable occafions, to affemble ; 
and, without any concerned form of democracy, became the fovcreign 
power, as often as their paffions engaged them to act in a body. The 
fuperior clafs of the people as naturally came to have their meetings 

10 Dionyf. Hal. lib. u 11 Ibid. lib. ii. c, 10. 

I apart j 
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apart, and may have afTembled frequently, when the occafion was 
net fufficient to require the attention of the whole " Hence pro- 
bably the eftabiifhments of the fenate and of the popular affemblies, 
which were called the Comitia^ and were both of fo early a date as to 




be afcribed to the firft of their kings ,3 . 

Even this founder of the ftate, we are told, was diftinguifhed by 
his uihers or lictors carrying before him the axe and the rods, as the 

emblems of his power, and the inftruments of his juftice. The names 
of the lenators were entered in a lift, and they were feparately called 

to their meeting?. AiTemblies of the People were intimated by the 
found of a horn. The citizens were diftinguifhed into Curiae, Centuries, 
and Tribes ; divifions under which they formed their feveral com- 
partments, for miliar)- array, religious ceremonies, or political deli- 
berations. When met to decide on any public queftion, each divi- 
der, apart collected the votes of its members, from thence formed a 
vote fcr the Curia or Century ; and, by the majority of thefe, deter- 
mined the whole. The Curia? were fraternities, or divifions of '.he 



people, which met for the performance of religious rites : each ha:l 

its ieparate prieft, and place of afTembly. When the Curia? were 
called on matters of ftate, they retained part of their religious forms ; 

orened their meeting with obferving the aufpices, or figns of futurity ; 
and if thefe were unfavourable, could not proceed on bufmefs. The 
Augurs, therefore, in this mode of afTembly, had a negative on the 
proceedings of the People. 

The Centuries were formed on a more artful idea, to make power 
accompany wealth. The people were divided into dalles, "according 
■to the rate of their fortunes: each clafs was divided into Centuries; 
hut -the 'number of Centuries in the different claffes was fo unequal, 
that thofe of the firft or richeft clafs made a majority of the whole ; 
and when the Centuries of this clafs were unanimous, they decided 

" De nr.noribus rebus Principes, ds majoribiis omnes confuiunt. Tacit, do Muribjs Germ. 
sz Diozyf. Hb. i. 

the 
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the queftion. By this; inftitution, the rich were mailers of the le- 
giflature, though not without fome compenlation to the poor, as the 

feveral clafles were charged with taxes and public ferviccs, in the 
fame proportion in which they were veiled with power. 

The people, when thus aflembled, were diftinguifhed in their 
clafles by their enfigns and arms, and, though called together on 
political affairs, were termed the army *\ 

In the fir ft ages of this principality or commonwealth, the meet- 
ings of the people were held firft by Curix, and afterwards by Cen- 
turies. The practice of voting by Tribes was of a later date than 
cither, ?nd was the device of a popular party to exclude the aufplces, 
to level the condition of ranks, and by thefe means to turn the chan- 
nels of power in their own favour. The people were formed 
into their Gaffes and Centuries, to elect their officers, to enact 
laws, or to deliberate on other affairs of ftate ; but they did not 
without ftruggle or conteft always acquiefce in this mode of af- 
lembly. The poorer citizens often infilled to be called in the Curirc, 
and afterwards in the Tribes, to decide on affairs which the rich 
would have referred to the Centuries alone. The queftion on thefe 
occafions went to the foundation of the conftitution, and implied a 
doubt whether the ftate was to be governed by the balance of num- 
bers, or the balance of property l \ 

" Dionyf. Hal. lib. iv. c . 16, 17, iS. A propertv of lo0>oo0 affcs 0r pounds of 

Liv. lib . 1. c. 43. § copper intitled the owner to a place in the 

■* State of the Clafles and Centuries at the a r a rur e „p «a« « •„ .1 <- _i 

..... , , ^ r firit Llafs, 75,000 to a place in the lecond. 

eftablimment of the Cenfus : _ „ Ju~m : n ~ 

Va l uation 50,000 to a place in the third, 25,000 to a 

Clafs, Roman. " " ^Sterling, N«ofC<at. P^cein the fourth, 1 1,000 to a place in the 

I. 8. fifth, and the remainder of the people, hav- 

I. 100,000 322 18 9S ing no valuation, or having lcfs than that of 

2 * 75»°°° 2 4 2 3 21 the fifth Clafs> werc thrown into the fixth Qr 

\: [jiooo Bo 14 " hftCIafs - The whole were divided into 19, 

5. 11,000 35 10 31 -Centuries, of which the firft Clafs contained 

6, ■. . 1 80 Centuries of foot, and 18 of horfemen, 

Total - i93"From * n a ^ 9 8 i being a majority of the whole. 

Firft Clafs 98 Sub. The fixth Clafs formed no more than one 

9- Century, as appears from the infpc&ion of 

Majority of the firft Clafs - 3 the preceding table. 

Vol. I. C To 
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To thefe original fprings of the political frame may be joined thofe 

of religion, which in all governments muft have a confiderable force ; 

and in this has always been fuppofed a principal power to regulate its 
movements. Here indeed, there being no diflindlion of clergy and 

laity, the authority of the ftatefman, augur, and prieft, was united 
in the fame perfons, or in the fame orders of men : and as, in the 
mind of every citizen, notwithstanding the high mcafure of his fu- 
perftition, the fword of (late was preferred to the altar, the politician 
and warrior availed himfelf of the refpect wliich was paid to the 
prieft, and made iuperftition itfelf fubfervient to the purpofes of ftate. 
With prefages and prodigies he encouraged or restrained the people 
in their deiires and purfuits ; he bound them with vows and with 
oath?, to a degree that has- not been equalled by mankind in any other 

inftance 5 and, with reference to this circumftance in particular, it 
has been obferved, that the feeds of Roman greatnefs were laid in 

the implicit refpect with which even' citizen revered the firft inftitu- 
dens of his country x *\ 

The wants by which the Romans were impelled in the firft flate of 

their fettlement, made it neceiTary for them to vanquifh fome of their 
neighbours, or to periin in the attempt. Valour, accordingly, in 
their efiimation, was the principal quality of human nature, and the 
defeat of an enemy the chief of its fruits. Every leader who ob- 
tained a victory made hrs entry at Rome in proceflion ; and this gave 
rife to the triumph, which continued, from the firft to the laft age of 
the commonwealth, to be the higheft object of ambition. 

Hiitcrians, admiring the effect of this and of other practices of 
an early date among the Romans, have reprefented their founder, and 
his immediate fuccciibr?, as philosophers, ftatefmen, and able tutors, 
who, with a perfect fcrelight of the confequences, fuggefted the max- 
ims which cave fo happy a turn to the minds of men in this infant 

:? S:s Machiave!'; Difcourfc on Livy. 

republic, 



OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. 

republic. They are (aid to have taught, that by frugality and valour 
the Romans were to conquer the world : that they ought not to lay 
wafte the lands which they conquered, but to poffefs them with co- 
lonies of their own people : that they ought not to flay the van- 
quished, but tranfport their captives to Rome, as an acce/Fion to the 
number of their own citizens : that they ought not to make war 

without provocation, nor to commence hoftilities until they had de- 
manded and had been refufed reparation of wrongs. In whatever 

degree we fuppofe thefe maxims to have been expreflfed or under- 

ftood in the councils of Rome, it is certain that the fuccefsful con- 
duel of the ftate in thefe particulars was fufficient to have fuggefted 
the idea that they were known. 

To the other fortunate cuftoms which may be traced up to thofe 

early times of the ftate., \va may join that of the Cenfus, by which 
the people, at every period of five years, took a regular account of 
the numbers and eflates of their citizens, as the beft meafure they 

could have of their own progrefs or decline, and the fureft teft of 
their policy and conduit as a nation. 

The Romans reckoned in the firft period of their hiftory a fuccef- 
fion of feven kings IS , to each of whom they afcribed the invention 
of their feveral inftitutions. To Romulus, the mixed form of their 
government, the eftablifhment of the fenate and aflemblies of the 
people, the ranks of Patrician and Plebeian, the relations of patron 
and client. To Nama, the religion of the people, and their regard 

to oaths. To Servius Tullius, the Cenfus, or periodical m lifter ; 

and fo on. But whether we fuppofe thefe inftitutions to have been 

the fuggeftion of particular occaiions, or the invention of ingenious 
men, directed by a deep premeditation of all their effects, there is 

no doubt that fuch inftitutions exiftcd in very early times, and ferved 

16 Romulus, Numn, Tulius HolUIius, Ancus Mai tiu**, Tarquinius Prilcus- Seruus Tul- 
lius, Tarquinius Superb u«. 

C ?. as 
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as the foundation of that policy -which ' diftingui fried the Roman 
frite. 

The monarch v of Rome is faid to have lafted two hundred and 
forty-four years, a period in which the numbers of the people, and 
the extent cf their fettlemenr, had greatly increafed. During this 
period, they had drawn many of their neighbours • to Rome, and 
feat many of their own people to occupy fettlements abroad. By 
the inrolment of aliens, they procured a certain increafe of people ; 
an J bv fr reading their colonies around, they made acquisitions cf 
territory, and extended the nurferv of Roman citizens. We find,, 
neverrhelefs, that, by the Iaft part of this policy, they incurred a. 

danger of lc:!r.g the people whom they thus eftabliihed or bred up 
in new ict:Ie merits, however little removed from the metropolis. 
Men had no: vet learned to confider themfeives as the citizens of 

one place, and inhabitants cf another. In departing from Rome, the 
Colonifts ceafed to be inrolled in any tribe or ward of that city, or 
of its ch* drier. ; or to be ranked in any clafs of the people. They 

ceafed, of courfe, to be called upon to vote in any cf the aficmbliee, 
which they no longer attended. They formed notions of an intereft 
frp irate from that of their original country, fo much, that the co- 
lonies which had been planted by one prince, refitted the power of 

his fuccelfors ; and conquefts, where the Roman citizens were mixed 
with the native^, in order to keep them in fubje&ion, were fometimes 
in danger of being loft. The colony itfelf took a part in the dip- 
contents of the people they were fent to reftrain, and became 
p rties with the vanquished in their quarrel with the victors ,r . 
But, notwithstanding frequent inftances of this fort among the 
Roxaa co'onies, the memory of their defcent and the ties of 
confangoinity, the pride of their diftinclion as Romans, the ca- 
pacity which every cclonifl retained of returning to Rome, and 

of being reinstated in the rolls of the people, for the moll part pre- 

17 Liv. lib. iii, c. 4. 

ferved 



OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. 



ftrved their attachment to Rome,, and made them ftill a part of her c 
ftrength,-. and a principal fource of her greatnefs. 

During this period of the kingly government, the numbers that 

were inrolled in the city and its territory increafed from three thou- 
fand and two hundred to eighty thoufand men of an age fit to cany 



18 

arms » 



The number of Roman tribes or wards of the citv was 
augmented from three to twenty-one: The.kingdom itfelf extended 
over the greater part of Latium, and had - an intimate alliance with 
the whole of it. The. city of Rome was become the principal 
refort o^ all the Latin confederates, the place of their meetings 
for devotion or pleafure, and the feat of their political con~ 
fultations '\ 

To accommodate and fecure this populous and growing commu- 
nity, feveral of the heights contiguous to their original lettlement 
were, during the fame period, fucceffively occupied, the marfhes 
between them were drained by excavations and works of great 
magnificence, of which a confiderable part is ftill entire. The city 

itfelf, infteadof an earthen rampart, was furrounded with towers and 
battlements of hewn ftone *°. . 

So 



3,9 Liv» lib. i. c. 4-f. 

19 Dionyf. Hal. lib. iv. p 250. 

ao The Hones employed in building the 
walls of Rome were faid each to have been 
fufficient to load a cart. 

The common fewers were executed at a 
great expenoe. Ir was propofed that they 
mould be of fufficient dimenfions to -admit a 
waggon loaded with hay (Plin. lib. xxxvi. 

c. 1 5.). When thefe common fewers cameto be 
oWtru&rd, or out of repair, under t he repub- 
lic, the Onfors contracted to pay 1. thoufand 
talents, or about 1 3,000!. for clearing and 
repairing them (Dionyf. Hal. lib. iii. c. 67.). 
They were again in difrepair at th:r acceffion 
of Auguftus Ciefar, and the rcinlta ir.g them 
is mentioned among the great woiks of 



Agnpp.i. Ke is faid to have turned t';e 
courfeof feven rivers into thefe fubterranecus 
paflages, to have made them navigable, and 
to have actually paiTed in barges under the 
Itreets and buildings of Rome. Thefe works 
are llill fuppofed to remain ; but, as they 
exceed the power and rclburces of the prcfent 
city to keep them in repair, they are q;nte 
concealed, except at one or two places. They 
were, in the-midit of the Roman g'eatnefs, and 
ftill are* reckoned among the wonders of the 
world (Liv. lib. i. c. 38 ) ; and yet they are 
faid to have been wrrks of the elder Tarquin, 
a prince whole territory did not extend, 
in any direction, above fixtcen miles; and, 

on this fuppofiti«-a, they muft. have been 
made to accommodate a city that was 

calculated 

8 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



Sd far it appears, that while every fuccefllve prince gratified his 
ovm ambition by fubduing feme neighbouring diftri£t or village, 
and brought an accefiion of riches or territory to his country, the 
genius of monarchy was favourable to the grovrth of this rifmg em- 
pire. But when princes became fatiated with conquefts abroad, or 
began to meditate fchemes to increafe their own importance at home, 
their ambition took a different direction, and led them to aim at 
making the kingdom hereditary, and the people more fubfervient to their 

pleaiure. Under this direction of the monarch's ambition, the ftate, 
as Montefquieu obferves, was likely to become flationary, or even to 

decline. A revolution became neceffary, in order to preferve it in 

its former progreiTive ftate. 

Such a revolution, we are told, took its rife from the refentments 
of the people, excited by abufes of power, and w T as haftened by a 
mcmentarv indignation, roufed bv an infult offered by a fon of tlie 

king to a Roman matron. As the political evils which this revolu- 
tion was intended to remedy were, the Jlaic of degradation and nveak~ 

r.ifs to which the Senate had been reduce J ^ the ufurpai'wn of hereditary 

fuccejjisn to the crcivn^ and the general abufes of government y fuitable 
remedies were fought for to thefe evils, by refloring the numbers 



crdcu'.atcd caiefiy fcr the reception of cat- 
t'?. hrrdfmcn. and banditti. Rude ca- 
t-ZT.i :e inclines execute works of great mr.g- 
t;£:er.ce, as fortrelTes and temples, fjr the 

parades cf war and fupentiticn ; but feldom 
pa' ace?, ar.d more leidom works of mere 
convenience and clean line Is, in wrick, fcr 
the racft part, :hev are Ions: defective. It is 
nc: uzre&ibzabls* therefore, :o qireluon the 
nuthoriry of tradition in refpeS to this lingu- 
lar n: or: urn 211: of anuqnity, which to greatly 
ezcceeci wh-t the be:t secern modzicd citv of 
niocerr. Europe could undertake for its own. 
conveniencv. And tkofe works are frill 
entire, and may continue fo for thou fanes of 
year;, it may be fefpefted that they were 
ever, prior to the fettlcmec: of Romulus, 



ar.d may heve been the remains of a more 
ancient city, on the ruins of which the fol- 
lower* of Romulus fettled, as the Arabs now 
hut or encamp cn the ruins of Palmyra and 
Balbeck. Livy owns, that the common 
fewers were not accommodated to the plan 
of Rome, as it was laid out in his time; 
they were carried in direftions acrofs the- 
ftreets, and pafTed under building: of the 
greatest antiquity. This derangement in- 
deed he imputes to the hafty rebuilding of 
the city after its detraction by the Gauls ; 
but hafle, it is probable, would have deter- 
mined the people to build on their old foun- 
dations, or at Ieaft not to change them fo 
much 23 to crcis the direction of former 
Greets. 

and 
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and power of the Senate, by abolifhing the royalty, and by fubfti- 
tuting in its place an elective and temporary magiftracy. 

The principal part of the revolution confuted in fubftituting the 
Confuls, two annual magirtrates, in place of the King. Thefc offi- 
cers were chofen in the atfembly of the Centuries. The officer who 
was to prefide at the election erected his ftandard, and pitched his 
tent in the field of Mars a meadow which lay on the banks of 
the Tiber, above the city. The people repaired to him in arms, 

and, diftinguifhed by the eafigns and armour of their different claffes, 
proceeded to make their election. 

That the city might not be furprifed while its defenders were thus 
abroad in the fields, a guard was polled, with its colours difplayed, 

on the Janiculum, a hill or. the right of the Tiber, which overlooked 

the river and contiguous plains. If an enemy appeared during the 

election, the guard had orders to ftrike their enfign ; and on this 

fignal every Century repaired to its poll of alarm, and queftions of 

Hate were fuipended until the danger was removed. As it became 

an article of fuperflition, that the Centuries could not proceed in any 

bufinefs without having an enfign difplayed on the Janiculum, it 

was in the power of any perfon, by finking the enfign, to break up 
an aflembly of the people : and this expedient for flopping the pro- 
grefs of any bufinefs was accordingly made ufe of at different times 
to the end of the republic * J . 

It was meant that the Confuls fliould fucceed to all the powers of 
the King; and in order to enforce their authority, a penalty of five 

oxen and two fheep was denounced againft' every perfon who refufed. 
to obey them *\ Their joint and divided command, with the li- 
mited term of one year, which was to be the duration of their power,, 
were thought fufricient fecurities againft the abufe of it. 

41 Cimpus Martius. 11 See Book III. Chap. III. 13 Plutarch, in Vit. Polecat.- 

The 
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The government, by this revolution, devolved on the fen ate and 
nobles. The Plebeian?, in the firit formation of it, were favoured 

by the admiilion of a certain number of their order to fill up the fe- 
nate, which had been reduced in its numbers by the tyranny of the 
late king ; and they were declared, in cafe of any opprefTioii, to have 
a right of appeal from any fentence or command of the magiftrate to 
an afTembly of the people at large. This was underftood to be the 

creat charter of every citizen. But the Patricians alone could be 
choien into the newly eftabliihed offices of ftate. They alone were 
to furnlih the ordinary fucceffion of members to the fenate, and, by 
their inrolment in the firft and fecond clafies, to have a decided 
nuieriry in all the meetings or comitia of the Centuries 14 ; that is, 
in all aiiembiies of the people that were called to elect, officers of ftate, 
ro enail laws, or to judge of appeals. By thefe feveral provifions in 
their favour, they were in poneffion of a complete ariftocracy, which 

they claimed as hereditary in their 'families, but which they were not 

likely to retain, withe ut much difcontent and animofity on the part 

c f t h e ir f u bj e d s . 

" D:cr.; f. Ha!, lib. v. 
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Form of the Republic. Diffention of Parties. Fir/I Diftatot\ 

Seceffion of Plebeians. Tribunes of the People. Their 

ObjecJs. Diftribution of Corn. Divifion of Lands. Pre- 

tenjions of the Plebeians*— Commijfon to compile Laws. De- 
cemvirs. Twelve Tables* Intermarriage of Ranks*" Claim 

of the Plebeians to the Coufulate. Military or Confular Tribunes \ 

Cenfors. JEdiles. PrafeSus Antiona. Fortune of 

the Republic. Reduclion of Veia Defruclion of Rome by the 

Gauls. Rebuilding of the City. 

THE government of Rome, as it is reprefented after the ex- chap, 
pulfion of the king, was become entirely ariftocratical. The , 11 ^ 
nobles had the exclufive pofteflion of office, without any third party Ui c « 
to hold the balance between themfelves and the people. The Con- 
fute were the fole executive magiftrates,. and the only minifters of 
the fenate ; they were underftood to come in place of the king ; per- 
formed all the functions of royalty ; and, in the manner of the kings, 
to whom they fucceeded, united in their own perfons all the dignities 
of the ftate, thofe of Judge* Magi/Irate^ and Military Leaden 

Such, at the firft inftitution of the commonwealth, was, both in 
refped of government and manners, the fmiplicity or rudenefs of this 
community. The People, however, in their new fituation, were gra- 
dually and fpeedily led, by the accumulation of their affairs, by the 
conteft of their parties., and by the wants of the public, to a variety of 
eftablifhments, in which they feparated the departments of ftate, 
more equally diftributed its powers, filled up the lifts of office, and 

Vol. l d m 
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put tbemfelves in a pofture to wield with advantage their ftrength 
it encrcafed, and to avail themfelves of every circumftance that 
occurred in their favour. 

While the exiled king was endeavouring, by continual invafions, 
to recover his power, difputes arofe between the parties who had 
joined to expel him 1 ; creditor?, fupported by the arifiocracy, of 
which the nobles were now in full pofFeffion, became fevere in the 

exaction of debts, or the patrons laid claim to more than the clients 
were willing to pay \ The ftate was diffracted at once by its enemies 
from abroad, and by the diflention of parties at home. The autho- 
rity of the new government not being fufficient to contend with theie 



1 In chefe original difputes between the 
Patricians and Plebeians at Rome, it is im- 
r!:ed that they frequently or commonly rtco-d 
in the relation of creditor and debtor, as well 
zs of patron and client. And \ e may ac- 
coan: for this ci.-curaftance in either of two 



v.--vs 



"\0 v a 



: F rrf: , bv fcDrenr.ir that the client was, 
re degree, tributary to his patrcn, as 
v? as tributary to his lord in the ori- 



gin-! ftate of modern nations. Dionyfius of 
cf Ha:;- camanus has laid feme foundation for 

this feppe:: tier, in the parage above cited. 
Or v, e may fnppofe, in the fecond place, 
that the c.bts in que.lic^ were money or ef- 
zit'.z ait^aily borrowed by the client and lent 
by the pairos.. The £r-t fuppc£tion is rnoft 
agreeable to the manners of modern times; 
but the laft is more likely to have been the 
far. in the original ftate of the Romans, and 
c: aacient republics in general. Among 
ihem the great diranciion of perfons was that 
between freemen acdiiaves. The rich free- 
man was fupplied with every thing he wanted 
bv the labour cf his flaves. The ncceilitous 
-freeman toiled with his own hands in labour- 
ing a fisall piece of ground, or in tending a 
few beails. He had no trade by which to fup- 
ply the luxuries cf the rich, or by which, as 



in modern times, to'makc them his debtors. 
When he wanted their aid he was obliged to 
borrow; and there was, perhaps, but one oc- 
cafion on which he had credit for this pur- 
pofe ; when he was going to war, and when 
he both had a reafonablc excufc for borrow- 
ing, and a probable profpecr. of being able 
to pay, perhaps with intcreft, from thefpoils 
of an enemy. Put when his hopes failed, he 
might become infolvent, and cxpofed to all 
the verities of which we read fuch com- 
plaints in the early part of the Roman Hif- 
tory. 

There is, throughout this Hiitory, fufficient 
evidence that the popular party were on the 
fide of the debtor. The prejudices of this 
party operated againfl the exaction of debts. 
Their influence was employed in reducing 
the intereft of money ; in having it abolifhed, 
and in having it deteiled, under the invidious 
appellation of ufury. They even {trove, on 
occafion, to abolilh debts : The refult was 
fsr from being favourable to the neceffitous 
borrower ; he was obliged to pay for the rife, 
the penalties, and the obloquy to. which the 
Jender was expofed in tranfgrefling the laws. 
' Dionyf. Hal. lib. 5, 

•difficulties* 
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difficulties, the fenate refolved to place themfelves and the common- c 
wealth, for a limited time, under the power of a fingle perfon, who, 

with the title of Dictator, or Mafter of the People \ fhould at his 4/5 
pleafure difpofe of the ftate, and of all its refources. 

This officer was inverted with power to punifh. the diforderly with- 
out trial and without appeal ; to arm the people, and to employ ihcir 
forces on any fervicc ; to name his own fubftitute, or fecond in com- 
mand ; and to ait without being, even at the expiration of his office, 

9 

accountable either to the fenate or to the- people. The circumftances 
that were probably accidental in the firft nomination of this extraor- 
dinary officer, were afterwards repeated as unalterable forms in every 
fucceffive appointment of the fame kind. It became the prerogative 
of the fenate to refolve that a Dictator fhould be named, and of the 

Conful to name him.. The ceremony was performed in the dead of ' 
night s ; and as- foon as the nomination was known, the Lienors, or 

minifters of juftice, armed with their axes and rods, withdrew from 
the ordinary magistrate, to attend this temporary lord of the com- 
monwealth. 

This was the firft political expedient to which the ftate was directed 

by the exigency of its new government. The precedent came to be 

repeatedly followed in times of calamity or public alarm, and the 
whole powers of the itate were occasionally entrufted to fm^le men, 
©n the fole fecurity of their perfonal characters, or on that of the 
fhort duration of their truft, which was limited to fix months. This 

inftitution was devifed by the fenate, to reprefs the diforders which 
broke out among the people, and to unite the forces of the common- 
wealth againft its enemies. The next was of a different nature, and 

* Magifter Populi. 5 Liv. lib. viii. c. 20. & lib. ix. c. 28. 

• The date of the nomination of the firft Di&ator is uncertain. Liv. lib. ii. Some place it nine yean after, 
tfce taoulfwn of the ICinga 5 Dionyf. 12 yean. 
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was meant to protect the Plebeians againft the oppreflion of their 
lords. 

The inferior clafs of the people, almoft excluded from any {hare in 
the new government, foon found that under its influence they had more 
oppreflion to fear -from their Patrons, than they had ever experienced 

from the prince they had bammed. So long as the king and the fenate 
fhared in the powers of the ftate, the one took part with the people, 
when the other attempted to opprefs them ; and it was the ordinary in— 
tereft and policy of the prince to weaken the nobles, by fupporting the 
Plebeians againft .them. This effect of the monarchy dill, in fome 
meafure,* remained, fo long -as the exiled king was alive, main- 
tained his pretentions, and made the united fervices of the people 

neceffary to the fenate. During this period the Patricians were ftili 
on their guards and were cautious not to offend the people; but 
upon the death of the king, and the lecurity which the new govern- 
ment derived from this event, the nobles availed themfelves of their 
power, and enforced their claims on the people with extreme feverity. 
In the capacity of creditors, they imprifoned, whipped, and enflaved 
thofe who were indebted to them, and held the liberties and the lives 
-of their fellow-citizens at their mercy. The whole body of Plebeians 

was alarmed ; they faw more formidable enemies in the perfons of 

their own nobility, than in the armies of any nation whatever. 
When the republic was attacked, they accordingly refufed to arm in 
its defence. Many who Iiad already fuffered under the rod of their 
creditors, when called upon to enlift, fhewed their limbs galled with 
fetters, or torn with the flripes which they had received by command 
-of their mercilefs patrons. 

Thefe diftradions, joined to the achial prefence of a foreign enemy, 
obliged the fenate -to have recourfe to their former expedient, and 
?to entnift the republic again in the iiands of a Di&aton Having 
iucceeded in their £rft nomination, and having driven the enemy 

from 
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9 * 

from their territories, they recurred to the fame expedient again, on c H n A ? - 
the return of a like occafion ; butj in order to mix infmuation with 
the terrors of this meafure, they made choice of Valerius, a perfon 
whofe name was already known to the fufferers by fome popular 
laws which they owed to hiis family. This officer had credit enough 
with the people to prevail on them to take arms, and had the good 
fortune to repel the enemy, by whom the ftate was invaded : But, 
upon his return, not being able to prevail on the fenate to fulfil the 
hopes which he had given to the people, he made a fpeech to excul- 
pate himfelf, and laid down his power. The citizens who had 
fought under his banner being ftill in the field, and, without any 

orders to difband, fufpe&ing that the fenate, under pretence of fome 
war on the frontier, meant to remove them from the city, ran to 
their arms ; and, if they had not been reftrained by their military 
oath, and the refpe<3 they paid to the government of their country, 
muft have entered the gates by force. But, under the impreffion of 
thefe motives, they fled from the walls, inftead of invading them, 
retired beyond the Anio, and took pofleffion of a height about three 
miles from Rome 6 , afterwards known by the name of the Sacred 
HilL Their officers followed, and endeavoured to perfuade them to 
return to their duty 3 but were told, that no duty was owing to a 
government which had withdrawn its protection, and encouraged 
oppreflion ; that free citizens own no country in which they are not 
permitted to enjoy their freedom. " To what purpofe," faid.Sicinius 
Beliutus, who was then at the head of this mutiny, " recal us to a 



city from which you have already forced us to fly by your ex- 
" tortion ? By what new affurance can you perfuade us to rely on a 
•** faith which you have repeatedly broken? By what charm can 
Ai you engage us in fupport of a commonwealth, of which you will 



* Cicero de Clam Oratoribus, c. 14* 
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" not allow us to be members ? You mean to engrofs all the fruits 
" which are ro be reaped in your country, and it is well. We (hall 

" leave you to do fo, and do not mean to interrupt your enjOy- 
Ci. " 

ments. 

This fecelSon of a great body of the people having continued 
for feveral months, and in this time received a conflant acceffion of 
numbers from the city and from the contiguous fields, threw the 
republic into the greateft diforder ; expofed its lands to be neglected' 
or pillaged by its own inhabitants, and ravaged by numerous ene- 
mies, who took this opportunity to invade it without oppofition. 

The Patricians had fufficient force in their own body, and in that 
of their faithful retainers, to guard the avenues of the city, and to 
fecure it from furprife : But being reduced to great difficulties for want 
of their uiual fupplies of provifions, and apprehending ftill greater 
from the interruption of labour and the fufpenfion of government, 
they came to a refolution to negotiate with the leaders of the mutiny; 
and, for this purpofe, raifed Sp. Caffius, a perfon who, though of 
a patrician family, was in high favour with the people, to the office 
of ConfuL They agreed to mitigate the feverities which they had 
hitherto practiced againfl infolvent debtors, and to releafe fuch of 
them as were actually in bonds, or had been deflined to flaveryv 

With thefe conceflions, a deputation was fent to the camp, and a 

negotiation was opened, in which the Plebeians obtained, not only a 
full acknowledgment of their privileges ; but, what was of more con- 
fequence, a power of forming affemblks apart from the nobles 7 , and 
of electing annual magistrates to guard and watch over their own 
fepaxate rights. " Your Confuls," they faid, " are not fo much 

" the officers of the commonwealth as the heads of a faction ; and, 
" in all queftions that relate to the people, are parties rather than 
" judges. It is reafonable that we too have a head or reprefentation 



* Dionyf. Hal. lib. vii. 
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*' in the commonwealth, under which we may act, at leaft, in 
" our own defence." 

In return to this well-advifed and fpeci.ous requifition, the tribu- 

nitian power was eftabliiried, . and with it the foundations of fome 
good, and of much harm, laid in the commonwealth. Great part of 
the lafl might have been prevented, if the Plebeians, now in pof- 
feflion of a right to nominate Tribunes for the care of their interefts, 
had from thenceforward been content with the power of election 
merely, had difcontinucd their own collective aflemblies for any other 
purpole, and encreafed the number of their Tribunes to a juft re- 
presentative of their -whole body. The return, however, was more 

agreeable to the fpirit of the times. The people were allowed to 
a {Temble ; and, inftead of a reprefentation to fupport and preferve 
their rights with fleadinefs and with moderation, they proceeded to 
el eel: a few leaders, who, from ' thenceforward, were to head every 
popular tumult, and to raile up every -wind. of contention into a 
itorm. 

The Tribunes were authorifed, at their firft inftitution, to forbid, 

-or to reftrain, any meafures which- they thought hazardous, or inju- 
rious to the rights of their conftituents, but not to propofe any law, 
nor to move any pofitive refolution. They were not entitled to ex- 
ercife their powers beyond the walls of the city, or to abfent them- 

felves from it for a whole day, except in their attendance on the 
feftival of the Latin allies, where the prefence of all the Roman 

magiftrates was required. A fingle Tribune might flop the proceed- 
ings of his own body, and of the people themfelves, as well as the 
proceedings of the fenate and patrician magiftrates. In the exercife 
of this 1 aft part of their trsft, though not permitted in this age of 
ariftocracy to mix with the fenators, they had places afhgned them 

. at -the. doors of the fenate-houfe, from which, as from a watch-tower, 

they 
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they were to obferve, and on occafion to flop, the proceedings of 

the lords. 

As the Tribunes were deftined to withftand the exertions of power, 
and were fuppofed, on the moft dangerous occafions, to expofe them- 
felves to the axe and the fword of their adverfaries, it was thought 
neceuary to guard their perfons with the moft facred fences of reli- 
gion and law. For this purpofe an inviolable rule was prefcribed 
in the following terms : " Let no one offer violence to the perfon 
" of a Tribune ; neither kill him, nor procure him to be killed ; 
" neither ftrike him, nor procure him to be ftruck. Let the per- 
** fon who offends againft this law be accurfed ; let his effects 

" be made facred to pious uies, and Jet every one purfue him to 
u death." 

To render this act irrevocable, a folemn oath for the perpetual 
obfervance of it was impofed, and dreadful imprecations were de*- 
nounced againft any perfon who fhould propofe to repeal it*; and 
fuch was the effect of thefe precautions, taken for the fafety of the 
Tribunes, that, under the republic, perfons obnoxious to public juftice 
could not be punifhed, while they continued to bear this facred cha- 
racter. And the Emperors themfelves, after they had abolifhed all 

the other rights of the republic, found, under this facred title of 
Tribune, a refuge to their crimes and oppreffions, and a protection 
2gainft the defigns of aflafiins, or the refentment of thofe they had 

offended by their tyranny. 

The College of Tribunes, at its inftitution, was not limited 
to any precife number of members ; it confifted at firft of fuch 
perfons as had been moft active in procuring the eftablifhment, 
and continued to be filled with the moft zealous partifans of 
the people, the number being three or more, according as per- 
fons appeared to merit this honour. But in procefs of time 

1 Dionyf. HaJicir. lib. iv. p. 410. 

both 
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both the Plebeians who aJpired to this diftinction, and the Patricians 
who were jealous of it, confpired to augment the numbers, — The 
firft, in order to make way for their own preferment > f »nd the fe- 
cond, to the end that they might be the better enabled, on oc- 
cafion, to difunite their enemies, and to procure the negative of 
a part, to arreft the proceedings of the whole. The College of 
Tribunes was accordingly augmented by degrees to ten ; and a law 

was made to provide that the elections mould not flop fhort of this 

number 9 . 

Patricians could neither elect nor be elected into this office 10 , al- 
though in the midft of irregularities incident to all unformed, efpe- 
cially to all popular governments, fome exceptions are mentioned, 
even to the laft part of this rule. The Tribunes were at firft elected 
in the aflembly of the Curia?, where the vote of the pooreft citizen 
was equal to that of the moft wealthy. But even here the Patri- 
cians, although not abfolute matters, as they were in the aflembly of 
the Centuries, having great influence, and, by holding the aufpices, 
having even a negative on all proceedings, it was thought neceflary to 
alter the form of the aflembly in which the Tribunes were elected to 
that of the Tribes j and by this means to enable the people to make 
their election, without any controul from the noble6, either in virtue 
of the authority of the fenate, or the interpofition of the augurs l \ 

Such was the inftitution of the Plebeian Tribunes, while the ftate 
yet knew of no other magiftrate befides the Conluls and the Qua:ftors, 
of whom the laft, even under the kings, had been employed as a 
fpecies of commiffaries, or providers for the army. The expedient 
was adopted by the fenate, to quiet the animofity of parties ; but 
tended, in fact, only to render the conteft between them more equal, 
and to multiply the fubjects of difpute. The Tribunes being vefted 

* Lex Trebonia. Liv. lib. iii. 65. 10 Dionyf. Hal. lib. viL 

*' Dionyf. Hal. lib. ix. p. .65. 
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with povrer to aflemble the people, could not long be confined to 

the mere negative with which they were at firft entmfted ; nor was 
it eafv, cn everv occafion, to diftinGruifli the meafures of attack from, 
thole of defence ; and the partv of the Plebeians, with thefe officers 
at their head, were then in a pofture, not only to preferve their 

right?, but likewife to gain to their order continual acccflions of pri- 
vilege and power, Happilv for the ftate, there was yet much ground 
cf this fort to be gained, without tranfgre fling the bounds of good 
order, or encroaching on the authority of equitable government. 
The popular leaders in this career had to break through the bar of 

hereditary difiinclicn, which, it was pretended, contrary to the ge- 
nius of the republic, that no perfonal merit and no meafure of ability 
cculd remove. One of the rirfl fleps they made in purfuit of this 

object, was to preclude every other power in the ftatc from a nega- 
tive on their own proceedings. For this purpofe it was enacled, by the 
authority of the Tribes, that no one, under pain of death, or of an 
arbitrary line, ihouIJ interrupt a Tribune while he was fpeaking to 
the people : . Being thus provided againft interruption, as they were 
by a fermer law againft. violence to their perfons, they not only took 
up the ccinplaints cf their condiments, they fuggefted new claims to 
be made by them, and, at every fucceffion ta- office, endeavoured to 
f:e;nd:r.e their term bv feme additional eftablithmcnt for the benefit 

m 

or the people : They even interrupted the (late in its councils and 

military operations, and almoft in every inftance hung upon the 
wheels of government, until the grievances they complained of were 

redreiTed, or the demands they made were complied with. 

In order to encreafe the number of Plebeian oilicers, whofe aid the 
Tribunes alleged were neceflarv to themfelves, thev, focn after their 
V. C. 2C3. own inftitution, procured that of the JEdiles, who were to infpect 
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the markets, and have charge of the public buildings and public 
{hows. Being fubordinate to the Tribunes, as well as to the Confuls, 
they acted, upon cccafion, in what related to the policy of the town, 
as affirmants to both '\ 

As Rome was a place cf arms, and fubfifted in fome meafure by 

public magazines ; as fettlements won from the enemy were often 

to be difpofed of to citizens ; as its inftitutions were yet new and 

incomplete ; and as the Patricians Hill claimed an exclufive right 

to all the offices of ftate, there was much to occupy the cares of the 
Public — the diftribution of corn from the granaries, the divilion of 

conquered lands, the defects of the laws, and the arbitrary proceed- 
ings of the magiflratcs. The qualifications of candidates for the 

office of Conful furnifhed, during fome ages, the fubject of continual 

debates, and frequently expofed the parties concerned in them, if 

they efcaped the fwords of their enemies, to perifh by their own dif- 

fentions. Their civil and military tranfacYions were conftantly 
blended together. The fenate frequently involved the ftate in war, 

in order to fufpend ics interline divifions, and the people as often 
took occafion, from the difficulties in which the community was 
involved by its enemies, to extort a compliance w r ith their own 
demands, 

The firft fubjccl: of contention that arofe after the inftitution of 

the Tribunes was a fequcl of the troubles which had preceded that 

eftablifhment. The fecefnon of the people took place in Autumn, 
the ufual feed-time in Italy ; and the labours of that feafon having 

been accordingly interrupted, the city w^as threatened with famine ; 

and the fenate exerted all its induftry in guarding againfl this evil ,s . 

After the public granaries were filled for this purpofe, it became a 

queftion, upon what terms, and at what price, the poorer citizens 



" Dionyf. Hal. lib. vi. 15 Ibid. lib. vii. 
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fhould be fupplied irom thence. Their infolence in the late mutiny, 

and the part which they themfelves, by fufpending the labours of the 

field, had taken, in bringing on the diflreis with which they were now 

threatened, were fully ilated againft them in this deliberation. The 

opportunity was thought to be fair, to recal the feveral conceflions 
which had been extorted from the fenate, and, in particular, to oblige 

the people to part with their Tribunes, and to return within the for- 
mer bounds of their duty. 

Such was the fubftance of a contumelious fpeech, delivered in the 
fenate by the celebrated Caius Marcius Coriolanus. The younger 
nobility applauded his fentiments ; but: the greater part of the fenate, 
having recently efcaped from a popular ftorm, were unwilling to 
engage themfelves anew in the fame dangerous fituation. In order, 
therefore, to appeafe the people, who were greatly mcemed at the 
propofal which had been made to fubdue them, they agreed to de- 
liver com from the public granaries, at a price below that of the moft 
plentiful feafon. And, by this proceeding, for the prefent pacified 

the Tribunes, but flattered their prefumption, and encouraged them 
to meditate ftill further demands. The diftrefs with which their con- 

ftituents had been threatened was prevented-, but the infult they had 

received from Caius Marcius was not avenged ; and they cited him 

to appear before the tribunal of the People, to anfwer for his conduct 
to the party he had offended. The Senate and Patricians were dif- 
pofed to protect him ; but, trailing that by the majority of their 
votes they might be able to acquit him in the comitia of the Centu- 
ries, the only afTembly before which, from the time of hs firft in- 
ftitution, any capital charge had been hitherto laid againft a citizen, 
they fuffered the trial t o proceed. In this, however, they were dif- 
appointed. The Tribunes infifted, that the people mould aflemble in 
their Tribes ; and having prevailed in this previous queftion, the ac- 

cufed 
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cufed, as being already condemned by this determination relating to c P. 
the form of his trial, withdrew from his fentence I6 . \_—v — 

Coriolanus, in refentment of this profecution, which forced him u. C. z6z. 
into exile, joined the enemies of his country, and by encreafing the 

alarm of war from abroad^ helped to fufpend for a while the ani- 
mofities of which he himfelf had furnifhed the occafion at home. 
The conteft in which he had engaged the parties ended with his 
own exile, and was not attended with any other political effects ; but 
it merits a place in thefe obfervations, as a proof of the great influ- 
ence which the Plebeian party, under its new leaders, had acquired, 
and as an evidence of the Angular ftate of the Roman policy, by 
which, in the uncertain choice of different modes of affembly, the 
very form of the government was left undetermined, until the oc- 
cafion occurred on which this government was to act. 

The affembly of the Centuries formed an ariftocracy, that of the 
tribes a democracy. They did not partake in the fovereignty by 

any determinate rule, but each of them occafionally feized upon 
the whole of it ; and, inftead of balancing each other by regular 
checks and interruptions, threatened to render the adminiftration of 
the Republic a continual fcene of contradictions and inconfiftencies. 
Such at leaft is the judgment which we are tempted, in {peculation, 
to pafs on this Angular conftiturion, although, in the fequel of its 
hiftory, it will appear to poffefs, at leaft, one~of the higheft political 1 
advantages, in being the raoft excellent nurfery of ftatefmen and war- 
riors, and in forming the moft confpicuous example of national abi- 
lity and fuccefs.. 

The calm which the approach of Coriolanus, at the head of an 
army of Volfci, produced within the city, was of no longer duration 

than the alarm which produced it. As foon as the external • enemy- 

16 Dionyf. Hal. lib. L p. 469* 

withdrew, 
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5 O O K withdrew, the parties within refumed their difputes ; but on a fub- 

— v ' ieel which was ilill mere important than that which had recently 

employed them ; and which, continuing to be moved at intervals, 

ferved to the lail hcur of the Republic as an object of popular zeal, 

cr lurnifhed a ipecicus pretence^ which ambitious and defigning men 

continual: v emp!oveJ, to captivate the ears of the populace. This 

was the molt popular of all propofnions — an equal diviiion of land 
pronertv, known by the name of the Agrarian Law. 

While the Romans were making their iirft acquilitions of territory, 

their conquefts were underflood to be made for the people, and were 
accordingly divided among them, or given to thoie who had not a 

iufficient provifion for the iubfirtence of their families ,; . But of late, 
during a ccniiderabie period, while the Republic barely withftood the 
attacks of the exiled king, or recovered the lofies fullained in the 
wars with the numerous enemies that fupported him, flic had either 
made few acquhitions of this fort, or, fuitably to the growing dif- 
pariry of rank?, which, though not nccefiary in very fmall republics, 
becomes fo in proportion as nations extend, fuffered the conquered 

lands to pafs by connivance, occupancy, or purchafe, into the hands 
of powerful citizens, who made ufe of thefe opportunities to appro- 
priate eftates to themfelves. 

IT. C. z5;. The Tribunes had not yet begun to make their complaints on this 

fubjecl. when they vrere anticipated by the Conful Sp. Cafiius, who, 
being already in high favour with the popular party, continued to 
£at:er the pafhons of the inferior clafs, and is faid to have aimed at 
a:; improper and dangerous influence in the ftate. He affected great 
zeal for the rights of the people, and proportional indignation againn: 
their opprefTors. He complained, in particular, of the improper ufe 
which had been recently made of the conquered lands, by fuffering 

Di0r.vf.H2I. lib. ll 

m 

them 



OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC 



them to become the property of perfons who were already too rich. 

Having himfelf made fame conquefts, he fhowed how the lands of 
the Republic ought to have been difpofed of, by making an equal di- 
vifion of his own acquiiitions among the more indigent citizens ,s . 
He obtained an acl of the people to appoint three commiflicners to 

enquire into the abufes whkh had been committed in the difpofal of 
lands acquired from the enemy, and to conlidcr of the proper cor- 
rections. 

The fenatc, and the Patricians in general, were greatly alarmed ; moft 
of them had poflcflions that fecmcd to fall within the objecx of this 

inquiry. The popular party alleged, that conquered lands being ac- 
quired by the joint labours, and at the common hazard, of all the 
people, fhould be equally divided among them. The Patricians contend- 
ed, that thefe levelling principles led to confufion and anarchy; that, in 

a (late of which all the territory was actually, and within a few cen- 
turies, acquired by conquell:, thefe maxims could not be applied 
without the fubverfior, of government, as well as of property. 

In this concert Caffius appeared to have the advantage of numbers 
on his fide ; and if he had confined his views to the divifion of lands, 
under which he was laid to difguifc a more dangerous intention, the 
fenate and nobles mull have at lead deviled confiderable fettlements 

for the people, in order to elude his demands. But while Caffius 
alarmed the rich with danger to their property, he at the fume time 
alarmed every citizen with danger to his perfonal confequence, by 
offering the freedom of the city to every alien, who, at his fummons, 
crowded from all the cantons of Latium to vote in the alfemblies of 
the Roman people. His colleague oppofed this meafure, and the 
city, for the prcfent, was faved from the intrufion of Grangers. The 
attempt, however, gave offence to the people, as well as to the fe- 
nate 5 and the unhappy author of it, in order to regain the favour 

13 Liv. lib. ii. c. 41. 

of 
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of his party, propofed a refolution, not only to make a gratuitous 
-diflribution of corn, but even to refund what had been formerly paid 
by any citizen at the public granaries. This propofal too was inter- 
preted to his prejudice, and railed a iufpicion that he meant, with the 
aid of aliens and of indigent citizens, to ufurp the government. Oa 
this fuppofition all parties in the Rate combined againft him, and he 
was condemned to fuffer the puiiiihmcnt of treafon. 

This appears to have been the firft project after the ftate began to 
have its demefne lands, and after private eftates began to be accu- 
mulated, that was made to divide all territorial acquisitions in equal 
mares to the people. And though the author of it perifhcd in the 
attempt, the project itfelf was entailed on the commonwealth, as a 
fubject of difTention, and became the fource of repeated demands on 

the part of the people. 

The Tribunes had no fooner accomplished the ruin of Caflius, in 
which they concurred with trie fenate, than thev infiRcd for the ex- 

* J * 

ecution of the law he had framed, and for the nomination of three 
ccmmi£Eoners already refolved on, for the divifion of conquered 

lands. They protected the people in refufing to ferve the Rate in 
its wars, until this demand mould be granted. And having abfo- 

lute and irrefiRible power to Rop all proceedings in the city, they 
prevented all military levies within the walls, obliged the Confuls, 
during a certain period, to erect their Randard in the country, and 

there to force the herdfman and labourer to enlift, by driving away 

the cattle, and diRraining the effects of thofe who were unwilling to 
cbev them ,5 . 

In thefe exertions of political Rrength, the parties at Rome learned 

by degrees to form their different plans, whether of adminiftration 
or of oppofition. 

75 Dionyf. Hal. lib. viii. Ibid. N° 273 and K° 278. 
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The fcnate endeavoured to furnifh the people with employment 0 * 
abroad, to amufe them with triumphal proceilions, to gratify them with 
partial fettlements and allotments of land ; and, in order to flop the 
violence of their leaders, by the negative of feme one of their own 
order, continually endeavoured to divide the College of Tribunes. 

The Tribunes, in their turn, endeavoured, by oaths and private 
engagements, to fecure the unanimity of their own body, or to bind 
the minority to follow the decifion of the greater number. They 
taught the people to defpife the partial fettlements, which, to pacify 
or to fufpend their importunities, were offered to them at a diftancc 
from Rome. They taught them to aim at a higher object, the po- 
litical confequence of their order, and an equal fhare in the govern- 
ment of their country. The Tribunes were honoured in proportion 
to the part which they took in fupport of this popular caufe ; and 
Plebeians were fucceffivcly raifed to this office, in reward of the ani- 
mofity they had occafionally fhewn to the fenate, and from refpect 
to the courage with which they had, in any cafe, withftood the autho- 
rity of the magiftrate. 

At every fucceffion, accordingly, the new Tribunes endeavoured 
to fignalize their year by fuggefting fome advantage to the people ; 
and, in the courfe of their ftruggles, obtained many regulations fa- 
vourable to their intereft as an order in the State. 

One law which has been already mentioned, and which is of un- 
certain date, they obtained, to fubflitute the affembly of the Tribes 
for that of the Curia? in the election of Tribunes " 

Another, to exclude the Patricians entirely from the AlTembly of U. c. z$2. 
the Tribes 

The Agrarian Law itfelf they frequently moved, in the interval of 
other claims and pretenfions, or brought it forward along with fuch 

ao Bionyf. Hal. lib ix. Liv. lib. ii. c. 56. 41 Liv. lib. ii. c. 60. 

Vol. I. F claims, 
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claims, in order to alarm the Patricians, and to force them, under ap- 
prehenfion of this principal object of their fears, to a compromife, 

or to a compliance in fome other demand. 

To the other circumfbmces, which tended frequently to revive thefe 

political flames, may be joined the arbitrary proceedings of the ma- 
giftrate, and the defect of judicial forms in the commonwealth.. 
The Confuls had fucceeded to the Kings, as fole Officers of State, 
both civil and military; they had not fiifficient forms or limita- 
tions prefcribed to them in the exercife of their power". This defect:, 
which is common in the adminiftration of rude governments, is for 
the moft part fupplied by degrees. Evils are corrected in proportion 
as they are felt, and the rational proceedings of one age are adopted 
as precedents to regulate the next. But, in the prefent inftance, at 
Rome, the popular party, it is faid, demanded at once a fyftem of 
iurifprudence and a complete body of laws. Being oppofed by the 
Patricians, they came to confider the meafure as an object of party ;. 
and they preffed the acceptance of it, as much from animofity to the 
magiftrates, as from a defire to fecure public juftice, or to regulate 
the forms of judicial procedure. The Patricians confidered the pro- 
ject as an attack on their power ; and r however innocent or reafon- 
able it may have been, endeavoured to elude the execution of it 
with all the arts of evafion and delay, which they had employed to 
prevent the divifion of the conquered lands, or to fruftrate any 
other the moft factious purpofe of their adverfaries. 

In this conteft the powers and artifices of both parties were fully 
exerted. To the great authority and addrefs of the nobles, the 
people oppofed an ardour that was not to be cooled by delays, to be 
difcouraged by partial defeats, or reftrained by fcruples in the choice 



il liv. lib. iii. c. 9. Dicnyf. Halycar. lib. x 
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of means for the attainment of their end. From this, as from c H ^ A p 
many other inftances, it may be inferred, that the popular party, 

in the conteft with their fuperiors, are apt to think, that the rules of 

veracity and candour may be difpenfed with, and that the means of 

deceit and violence may, without any fcruple, be employed in their 

own favour. With lefs honour and dignity to maintain than their 
adverfaries, they are lefs afraid of imputations that detract from either; 
and their leaders, fupported by the voice of the more numerous 
party, are lefs apprehenfive of evil fame. In this conteft, accord- 
ingly, fictitious plots and confpiracies were fabricated by the popular 
fide, nnd fictitious defigns againft the liberties of the people were im- 
puted to the Patricians, in order to render them odious, and to deter 
them from appearing in fupport of their real prelenfions 13 . 

In the iffue of thefe contefts, the fenate, defpairing of being able 
to divert the people from their purpofe, agreed to the nomination of 
three commiilioners, who Ihould be fent into Greece to make a col- 
lection of fuch'laws as, being found falutary in that country, might 
be transferred to Rome. Soon after the return of the commhTioners, 
the Senate approved their report, and concurred in the nomination 
of the famous Decemvirs to compile a body of laws for the com- 
monwealth. 

The Decemvirs were appointed merely to make the draft of a tj, c, 302. 
new code, and to propofe matter for the confidcration of the Senate 
and People, from whom alone the propofitions could receive the 
authority of laws ; yet the perfons named for this purpofe, as 
the Hiftory bears, had credit enough with the people to be verted 
with a temporary fovereignty, in which they fuperfeded the 
authority of the Senate, as well as that of the Confuls, and had un- 
limited power over the lives and fortunes of their fellow-citizens i+ . 



Dionyf. Hal. lib. x. «♦ Ibid. ^303 
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Before their ccmmifTion expired, they pre fen ted a number of law? , 
engraven on ten tables or plate?, and containing a fu miliary of the 

privileges to be enjoyed by the People, of the crimes to be punhhed 

by the Ma pit rate, and cf the forms to be obferved in all judicial 
proceeding?. They, at the fame time, informed the people, that their 
plan was Mill incomplete, that many ufeful additions were yet to be 
made ; and, upon the faith of thefe declarations, obtained for ano- 
ther year the renewal of their powers, with a change of fome of 
the peribns who were named in the commiUion. 

In tr.is fecond year cf the Decemvirs appointment, two more 
tables or plates were added to the former ten ; a circuinitance from 
which tliis part cf the Roman law has derived its name. This fupple- 
menr, as well as the former body of laws, was received with great 

avidity, and the twelve tables continued to be refpected at Rome, as 
the antient titles by which men are fuppofed to hold any valuable 

rights are revered in all nations a \ No complete copy of them be- 
ing transmitted to modern times, we cannot fully judge of their va- 
lue; but, from the fragments remaining in Authors that occafionally 

cite them this Code appears, in fome claufes, to have been a firft 
draft of the regulations which are neceifary in the eftabliftvment of 
propertv, and in making private parties anfwerable to public judi- 
catures in all their difputes. — The property of land was eftablifhed 
bv a fair prefcription of two years, and that of other effects by a pre- 

fcrinticn of one vear. — Any controverfv concerning the boundaries 
cf land-property was to be determined by arbiters or jurymen appoint- 
ed by the Magistrate. — Parties cited to a court x>f juftice were not at 
liberty to decline attendance. — Judgment in capital cafes was com- 



* 5 Livy ca!is the Twelve Tables Fens cruris 
pu:.':ci ;r:—-::z:.t j~~is. Tacitus calls them 
Fir:: :;■;: j:.r::. And Cra:Tu:, in the Dia- 
logue cf Lie. ce Orat. is made to fay, Bi- 
bli.ihccai cmr.ium pkilofbphoram, ur.us mi- 



ni videtur tabularum libellus fuperare. De 
Orat. lib. i. c. 44. 

~- 6 Vid. Gravini de Origine Juris Civil is* 
rignn Anil. 
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petent only to the Afiembly of the People in their Centuries ; but 
this fupreme Tribunal might delegate its powers by a fpecial com- . 

miiTion, 

In confidering this Code as a record of antient manners, the fol- 
lowing particulars are worthy of notice : 

The difti notion of Patrician and Plebeian was fo great, that per- 

fons of thefe different orders were not permitted to intermarry. 

The father being confidered as the abfoJute mafter of his child, 
had a right even to kill, or expofe him to fale ;7 . 

The intereft of money was limited to one per cent. 13 ; but bank- 
ruptcy was treated as a crime, and, without any diftinclion of fraud 



*» The claufe in the Twelve Tables re- 
lating to the father's power of fale, contains 
a lingular limitation. Vendendi fiL'um patri 
potelias efto. Si pater filium ter vennndavit, 
filius a patre liber efto. The father may fell 
his child, but if he has fold him three times, 
the child mall be free. (Dionyf. lib. ii. c. 27. 
.p. 97.) This law, in its ;irft appearance, 
carries an implication that, until this reftric- 
tion was applied, fathers pra&ifed felling 
their children times without limit. No law, 
it may be faid, is made againit crimes alto- 
gether unknown; and, in general, what 
people do, may be inferred from what they 
arc forbid to do; and yet the claufe, con- 
fidered in this light, is full of abfurdity. 
The child, to be repeatedly fold, muft have 
repeatedly difengaged himfelf from fla- 
vcry. After being twice fold, he muft have 

put himfelf a third time in the father's 
power ; and to render fuch cafes the object 
of law in any age or country whatever, the 
great law of parental affection muft have 
been ftrangely fufpended. The qucftion 
therefore may be fubmitted to Civilians and 
Antiquaries, whether it be not eafier to fup- 
pofeamiftake in the tradition or in the record, 
or an unneceffary precaution in the compilers 
of this Code, than fuch a frequency of the 
circumftances prefumed in this claufe, as 



or 

would make the ofrence a proper obje.fl of 
legiflation in any age or nation whatever ; 
and whether this law may not have been, in 
its original intention, what it became in the 
fubfequent applications of it, a mere pre- 
caution in favour of the parent, that he mould 
not be deprived of his child by furprize, and 
that unlefs he had fold him three times, he 
was not fuppofed to have fold him at all. The 
form by which a Roman father emancipated 
his foil, confided of a fale three times re- 
peated. The father fold him and received 
his price. The buyer once and again re- 
delivered ilie child, and had his price return- 
ed. After the third purchafe, the buyer ma- 
numitted him by a fingular ceremony pre- 
fer! bed in the laws. 

18 Nam primo duodceim tabulis fancitum, 
ne quis unciario per mon. or 1 percent, 
per ann.), fcenore amplius exercerer, cum 
antea ex libidine locupletium agitaretur ; 
dein rogatione tribunitia ad femuncias re- 
dada; poilremo vetitce ufurc; multlfque 
plebifcitis obviam icum fraudibus, qus toties 

reprefTa: miras per ar;es rurfus oriebantur. 
Tacit. An. lib. vi. 

Montefquieu ventures to rejeel the autho- 
rity of Tacitus in this in (lance, and fuppofes 
that the law which he afcribes to the Decem- 
virs had nocxiflence until the year XL C 598 ; 

when j 
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or misfortune, expofed the infolvent debtor to the mercy of his cre- 
ditors, who might put him to death, duTect or quarter him, and dis- 
tribute his members among them ~~ 9 . 

Mixed with laws that arofe from fuperftition, there were others 
containing proofs of great national wifdom. In private, every fa- 
mily were free to worlhip the gods in their own way. And in public, 

though certain forms were required, yet there was not any penalty 

annexed to the omimon of them, as the punimment of offences in 
diis matter was left to the offended god. 

The people were required to build their houfes two feet afunder, 
to leave eight feet for the ordinary breadth of ftreets and highways, 
and double this breadth at the turnings. 

They were forbid to drefs or to polifh the wood employed in fu- 
neral piles, or to exprefs their forrow for the dead by wounding 
their flefn, tearing their hair, or by uttering indecent or .lamentable 

cries. 

Such are a few of the more fingular and chrracteriftical claufes 
which are mentioned among the -fragments of the Twelve Tables. 



vv'-^n, acccrdir.g to Liry, lib. vi. it was ob- 
riir.ed bv :he Tribune; M. Ducliius zs.d 
L. Mcaeni-s, in favc.rof the people. Haud 
zr::e ratribus ls:a f infeou^me anno C. Mar- 
vd ic Cn. Manila CoiT. de unciario fcencrc a 
M. Djeilio, L. Menenic, tribanis plehis, rc- 
satlo per-ata. It is ir.c?ed probable that 
nor.v anda-iaied laws were referred to this 
Lerer.dzn Cod 2 of the Twelve Tables on no 



better tuthcritv thin that of their anticuitv. 
Azi fo srer.t a reduction cf in t ere it was mere 
l.kdv to come from Tribunes acting in fa- 
veer of tl.e people, who were generally the 
debtors, ar.d v. ho fcon after procured the cn- 
t : re abc::t:cn cf the xr.tereiz of rr.cn-y, than 
ire— the Derem-. lrs 9 v. h _ t be:r-gc:" :he arif- 
:.cr :ical rViztcs, reck p«r: v.iti the cre- 
ditor-. 

Tr.e claule in tzis Cj-e re.re;::n2 in- 



folvent debtors, is equally flrangc with that 
which refpecls the power of the father, and 
fhews no lefs unon what atrocious ideas of 
what they were to permit, as well a*> of what 
they were 10 prohibit, the compilers of this 
Code proceeded. Their ideas in either, it 
is probable, were never realized. Livy fays, 
that debtors were nexi & traditi crediioribus 
(Liv. lib. ii. c. 23 Sc 27.). But it is affirmed 
with great probability of truth, that no cre- 
ditor ever took the full bei.efit of this law 
agaiml his infolvent debtor (Aul. Gell. lib. 
20. c. 1.). Laws that rcfult from cuilom, and 
are fug »e lied by real occafions, are genuine 
proof* of the reigning manners ; but laws en- 
acted by ipecial lawgivers, or comniifiioners f 
only indicate what occurs to the fancy of the 
compiler, and what are the prohibitions he 
is p'tafed to fuppofc icay be. nccefTary. 

4 The 



OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. 

The ardour of the people to obtain this Code, and the unlimited 

powers which they entrufted to the commiflioners appointed to frame 
it, had nearly coft them their liberty; and thus ended the progrefs of 
their commonwealth. The Two additional Tables., as well as the 
firft Ten, having been ported up for public infpection, and having 
been formally enacted by the Senate and People, the object of the 
Decemvirs commifiion was obtained, and it was expected that they 
were to abdicate their power ; but the principal perfons veiled with . 

this truft, having procured it with a view to ufurp the government, . 
or being debauched by two years uncontrouled dominion in the pof- 
feflion of it, refufed to withdraw from their ftation, and boldly 
ventured to perfift in the exercife of their power after the time for 
which it was given had elapfed. At Rome, the power of the ma- 
giftrate was fuppofed to determine by his own refignation, . and the 
republic might fuffer a peculiar inconveniency from the obftinacy 
of particular perfons, who continued to exercife the functions of 
office after the period afligned them by law was expired. 

The Decemvirs took advantage of this defect in the conftitution, 
continued the exercife of their power beyond the period for which it 

was given, took meafures to prevent the refioration cf the Senate and 
the AfFemblies of the People, or the. election of ordinary magistrates, 
and, even without employing much artifice, got the People to ac- 
quiefce in their ufurpation, as an evil which could not be remedied ; 
and the unirpers, in this as in other inftances, feemed to meet with a 
fubmiflion that was proportioned to the confidence with which they 
afTumed their power. The wrongs of the State appeared to make 
little impreffion on parties who had an equal concern to prevent them ; 
but a barbarous infult offered to a private family rekindled or gave 
occafion to the breaking out of a flame, which injuries cf a more pub- 
lic nature only feemed to have fmotherecL 

Appius 
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Appius Claudius, one of the ufurpers, being captivated with the 
beauty of Virginia, the child of an honourable family, and already- 
betrothed to a perfon of her o;vn condition, endeavoured to make 

himfelf mailer of her perfon, by depriving her at once of her parent- 
age and cf her liberty. For this purpofe, under pretence that fhe 
had been born in fervitude, and that (lie had been ftolen away in 
her infancy, he f.iborned a perfon to claim her as his flave. 
The Decemvir himfelf being judge in this iniquitous fuit, gave 
judgment agahift the helplefs party, and ordered her to be removed 
to the home of the perfon by whom fhe was claimed. In this af- 
fecting fcene, the father, under prerence of bidding a laft farcwcl to 
his child, came forward to embrace her ; and, in the prefence of the 
multitude, having then no other means to preferve her honour, he 
availed himfelf of the prerogative of a Roman father, and ftabbed 
her to the heart with a knife. A general indignation inftantly arofe 
from this piteous light, and all parties concurred, as at the expulfion 
of the Tarquins, to deliver the republic from fo hateful a tyranny 3 \ 
The Senate and Patrician administration being re-eftablifhed by 
the cheerful concurrence of the Plebeians, and the former govern- 
ment rcftored with the content of all parties, a tide of mutual confi- 
dence eniued, which led to the choice of the moft popular perfons 
into the office of Conful, and procured a ready afient from the nobles 

to everv meaiure which tended to gratify the people. 

The danger which had been recently experienced from the exercife 
of uncommon difcretionary powers, produced a refolution to forbid, 
under the fevered penalties of confiication and death, any perfon ever 
to prcpofe the granting of any fuch powers. The confederation of 
the penbns of the Tribunes, which, under the late uiurpation, had 
al in oil loft its effect., was now renewed, and extended, though in a 

21 Liv. lib. iii. c. 57. Dion>f. Hal. fine. 

meaner 
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meaner degree, to the Edilcs and inferior officers, who were fup- G n A p - 
pofed to ac> under the Tribunes in prcferving the rights of the v 
people. 

The Patricians like wife confentcd to have the acts of the Senate 
formally recorded, placed in the temple of Ceres, and committed 
to the care of the Ediles 3 \ This was in fact a confiderable dimi- 
nution of the power of the Confuls, who had been, hitherto con- 
fidered as the keepers and interpreters of the Senate's decrees, and 
who had often fupprefled or carried into execution the acts of this 
body at pleafure. 

But the moft ftriking effect, afcribed to the prefent unanimity v. C. 304, 
of the citizens, was the eafc with which the Plebeian affemblies were 
permitted to extend the authority of their acts to all the different 
orders of the commonwealth. 

The Comit'uiy or affemblies of the Roman people, as may be col- 
lected from the paft obfervations, were now of three denominations-; 
that of the Curiae, the Centuries, and the Tribes. In affemblies of 
the firft and fecond denomination, all citizens were fuppofed to be 
prefent ; and laws were enacted relating to the policy of the ftate in 
general, as well as to particular departments, and feparatc bodies of 
men. The Centuries difpofed of civil offices, and the Curia: of mi- 
litary commands " In the affembly of the Tribes, compofed of 

Plebeians alone, the Tribunes were elected ; and acts were palled to 
regulate the proceedings of their own order, beyond which, in the 
antient times of the republic, their authority did not extend. But as 
the Senate denied the right of the Tribes to enact laws that mould 
bind the community, the Plebeians, in their turn, difputed the le- 
giflative authority of the Senate. The Centuries alone were fuppofed 
to enjoy the right of enacting laws for the commonwealth s *. 

31 LtV. lib. iii. 3 * Thefe were termed Leges ; the refolu- 

33 Lib. v. q. 52. Lib. \x, c. 38. Cic. ad tions of the Senate were termed Senatus Con- 
Famil. lib. i. ep. 9. Liv, lib. vi. c, 21. Julia, and thofe of the Tribe?, Plcii/cita. 

Vol. I. G Tins 
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Tnis difiribution, however, was partial, and tended to lodge the 

fovereignty of the State in the hands of the Patricians, who, though 
no more than a part of the people, were enabled, by their un- 
doubted majoritv in the auemblies of the Centuries as well as in the 
Senate, to give law to the whole. 

Equity and found policy required that the Plebeians mould have a 
voice in the legiflature of a commonwealth of which they made fev 
conquerable a part. This privilege appeared to be neceffary, in 

order to iecure them againlt the partial influence of a feparate order 
cf men. They accordingly obtained it ; but in a manner that tended 

■ 

to disjoin, rather than to unite into one body, the collateral mem- 
bers of the State. Inftead of a deliberative voice, by which they 
might concur with the Senate and Conuita of the Centuries, or by 
which they might controul and amend their decrees, they obtained 
for themfelves a feparate and independent power of legiflation, by 
which, as a counterpoife to the Patrician acts, which might pafs in 

the Centuries without their concurrence, they could, on their part,, 
and without the prefence or confent of the nobles, rncke Plebeian 

acis that could equally bind the whole community ' J \ 

This rude and artlefs manner cf communicating a fhare of the 
legiilature to the inferior order of the people, tended greatly to in- 
crease the intricacy of this lingular constitution, which now opened, 
in fact, three diitinct fources of legiflation, and produced laws of three 
different denominations ; decrees of the Senate zf \ which had a tem- 
porary authority ; acts cf the Centuries 37 : and refolutions of the 

Tribes :s : and by thefe means undoubtedly made w r ay for much in- 
teftine divilion, diftraction, and tumult. 

So far animofity to the late ufurpation had united all orders of 
men in the meafures that followed the expuliion of the Decemvirs ; 

s - Picnyf. Hsl. p. 3c5. Liv. lib.iii. c. 55. : '" Leges. 

- f SenaVus Ccniuha. :E Plebifcha. 

but 
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but the fpirlt of cordiality did not long furvive the fenfe of thofe In- c H A P 
juries, and that refentment to a common enemy from which this 
tranfient unanimity aroie. The Plebeians had removed fome part of 

the eftablifhment, in which , the Patricians were unequally favoured ; . 
but they bore with the greater impatience the inequalities which re- 
mained, and by which they were ftill condemned to adt a fub ordi- 
nate part in the commonwealth. They were ftill excluded from the 
office of Conful, and from that of the priefthood. They were de- 
barred from intermarriage with the nobles by an exprefs law, which 
had been enacted, left the fexes, from paffion, forgetting diftin&ions, 
fhould in this manner unite their different ranks ; but being now, in 
fome meafure, by the late act in favour of the Comitia of the Tribes, 
become joint or rival fovereigns of the State, they could not long 
acquiefce in thefe unequal conditions. 

A few years after the reftoration of the commonwealth, Canuleius, U. C. 308. 
a Plebeian, being one of the Tribunes, moved the celebrated aft 

which bears his name 35 , to repeal the claufe of the Twelve Tables 

which prohibited the intermarriage of Patricians and Plebeians. The 
other nine Tribunes joined at the fame time in a claim of more im- 
portance — that the office of Conful mould be laid open to all the dif- 
ferent orders of the commonwealth, and might be held by Plebeians, 
as well as Patricians 4 °. The Senate, and the whole order of nobles, 
having for fome time, by delays, and by involving the State, as 
ufual, in foreign wars, endeavoured to fufpend the determination of 
thefe queftions, were at length obliged to gratify the people in the 
lefs material part of their pretenfions, refpecting the intermarriage of 
different ranks, in order, if poffible, to pacify them on the refufal 
of the more important claim, which related to their capacity of being 
elected into the office of Conful. 

To elude their demands on this material point, it was obferved, 
that of the facrifices and other duties belonging to the priefthood, 

3 * Lex Canuleia. Liv. lib. iv. c. 1. 40 Dionyf. Hal. 

G 2 which, 
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which, by the i acred laws of religion, could be performed only by 
perfons of noble birth, many were to be performed by the Conful, 
and could nor, without profanation, be committed to any perfon of 
Plebeian extraction ; and that, by this confederation alone, the 
Plebeians mull: be for ever excluded from the dignity of Conful. 

Supernition, for the moft part, being founded on cuftom alone, no 

change can be made in the cufiom, without appearing to deftroy the 

religion that is founded upon it. This difficulty accordingly put a 

flop, for a while, to the hafty pace with which the Plebeians ad- 
vanced to the Confulate : but this obflruction was at length re- 
moved, as many difficulties are removed in human affairs, by a flight 
evaiion, and bv the mere change of a name. The title of Conful 
being changed for that of Military Tribune, and no facerdotal 
function being included in the duties of this office, Plebeians, though 
not qualified to be Confuls, were allowed to offer themfelves as can- 
didate?, and to be elected Military Tribunes with confular power. 
In this manner the fuppofed profanation was avoided, and Plebeians 
were allowed to be qualified for the highefl office of the State. The 
mere privilege, however, did not, for a confiderable time, enable 
any individual of that order to attain to the honour of firft magiftrate 
of the commonwealth. The Plebeians in a body had prevailed againft 

the law which excluded them ; but as feparate candidates for office, 
llili v: elded the preference to the Patrician competitor; or, if a 
Plebeian were likely to prevail at any particular election of Military 
Tribunes, the Patricians had credit enough to have the nomina- 
tor; of Ccnfuls revived in that inflance, in order to difappoint their 
^ntasroniftr. 

Together with the reparation, of the military and facerdotal func-r 

tions, which took place on this occafion, another change, more per- 
manent and of greater moment, was effected. Ever fince the 

inftitution of the Cenfus, or multer, the inrolment of the people was 

become 
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Become a principal object of the executive power. In the firft ages 
it belonged to the King, together with all the other functions of 
Hate. In the fequel, it devolved on the Confuls ; and they accord- 
ingly, at every period of five years, by the rules of this office, could 
difpofe of every citizen's rank, aflign him his clafs, place him in the 
rolls of the Senate, or on that of the Knights, or ftrike him off from 
either ; and, by charging him with all the burdens of a fubjedt, 
while they flript him of the privileges of a citizen, deprive him at 
once of his political confequence and of his ftatc as a Roman 41 . 

Thefe regulations were accordingly enforced, not held up into 
public view merely to awe the people. The magiftrate actually took 
an account of every citizen's eftate, inquired into his character, and 
afligned him his place ; promoted him to the Senate or to the Knight- 
hood ; degraded or disfranchifed, according as he judged the party 
worthy or unworthy of his freedom, of the rank which he held, or 
of that to which he afpired in the commonwealth 43 .. 

So important a truft committed to the difcretion of an officer 
elected for a different purpofc, took its rife in the fimplicity 
of a rude age-; but continued for a confiderable period with- 
out any flagrant examples of abufe. It was, neverthelefs, that 
branch of the confular magiftracy which the Patricians were leaft 
willing to communicate or to fhare with the Plebeians.. While 
they admitted them, therefore, to be elected Tribunes with con- 
fular power, they flipulated, that the charge of prefiding in the 
Cenfus, or mufters, fhould be disjoined from it; and that, under 

the title of Cenfors, this charge fhould remain with perfons of 
Patrician birth **. They contended for this feparation, not with u. C. 3 lc, 

a profefled intention to refer ve the office of Cenfor to their own 
order, but under pretence that perfons inverted with the confular. 



41 Liv. lib. iv. c. 24. 43 Liv. lib. iv. c. 24. 

4 * The citizens who came under this pre- 44 Liv, lib. iv. c. 8. 
dicament were termed ^Erarii. 
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power, being fo frequently employed in the field again ft the enemies 

of the commonwealth, could not attend to the affairs of the city, or 
perform all the duties of Cenfor at their regular periods. 

But whatever may have been the real motive for feparating the 

department of Cenfor from that of Conful, the change appears to 
have been feafonably made ; and may be considered as a Striking 

example of that lingular felicity with which the Romans, for fome 
time, advanced in their policy, as well as in their fortunes. Hitherto 
the Roman Conful, being a warrior, was chiefly intent on the glory 
he was to reap in the field, and to gain at the expence of the ene- 
mies of the State. He difdained to feize the advantages which he 
had in his power, in the capacity of a clerk or accountant entrufted 

with the Cenfus, or inrolment of his fellow-citizens ; nor does it 
appear that any peculiar attention was given to the choice of Confuls 
cn the year of the Cenfus, as being Jthen verted with any dangerous 
meafures of power. But confidering the height at which party dif- 
putes were then arrived, and the great confequence of a citizen's rank 
and place on the rolls, it was no longer fafe to entrufl in the fame 
hands the civil rights of the People, and the executive powers of the 
State. The Conful, being frequently raifed to his ftation by party 
intrigues, and coming into power with the ardour of private ambi- 
tion and of party zeal, might have eafily, in the manner of making 
up the rolls of the people, gratified his own refentments, or that of 
his faction. The office of Conful, in his capacity of military leader, 
was naturally the province of youth, or of vigorous manhood ; but 
that of Cenfor, when disjoined from it, fell as naturally into the 
hands of perfons of great authority and experienced age ; to whom, 

in the fatiety of brighter honours, the People might fafely entrufl the 

eftimate of their fortunes, and the affignment of their rank. In fuch 
hands it continued, for a confiderable period, to be very faithfully 
difcharged 5 and by connecting the dignities of Citizen, and the ho- 

r nours 
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nours of the State, with private as well as public virtue, had the c H A p - 
happieft effects on the manners of the People. 

The number of Cenfors, like that of the Confuls, was limited to 
two ; but that of the Confular Tribunes was left undetermined, and 

at fucceflive elections was augmented' from three to eight. This has 
given occafion to lb me hiftorians, who are quoted by Livy, to afcribe 
the inftitution of this ofKce, not to the importunity of the Plebeian 
party, but to the exigencies of the State ; which being aflailed by 
numerous enemies, and not having as yet devifed the method of 
multiplying commanders, under the titles of Proconful, were led to 
fubilitutc officers of a different denomination, whofe numbers might 
be increafed at discretion. It is indeed probable, that, in the pro- 
grefs of this government, new inftitutions, and the feparation of de- 
partments, were fuggefled no lefs by the multiplicity of growing 
affairs, than by the pretenfions of party, or by the ambition of fepa- 
rate pretenders to power. In the firft of thofe ways, we are led to 
account for the inllitution of the Plebeian Ediles, already mentioned; 
for that of the Prefect us Annonse, or Infpector of the Markets, to- 
gether with the additions that were, in the courie of thefe change?, 
continually made to the number of Quxflors.. 

The Quseflors had been long eftabliflied at Rome ; they had charge 
of the public funds, and followed the Kings and the Confuls as 
comiTufiaries or provifors in the field. During the bufy period which 
we have been now confidcring, their number was augmented from* 
two to four; and the places were filled, for the moflpart, with Pa- 
tricians, though not limited to perfons of this rank. U. C. 335 

The Prafe&us Annonsc, or Infpe&or of the Markets, was an of- 
ficer occafionally named, ,on a profpecl: of fcarcity, to guard againft 

famine, and to provide for the wants of the people, Rome was in 
fact a place of arms, or a military Ration, often depending as much 
for fubfiftence on the forefight and care of its officers, as on the courf& 

o£ 
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B ° I ° s of its ordinary markets. Without a proper attention to this particular 

-cn the part of the State, the People were expofed to fuffer from 
icarcity. On the approaches of famine, they became mutinous and 
diforderly, and were ready to barter their freedom, and the conftitu- 
U. C. 315. tion of their country, for bread. During the famine which firft fug- 
gelled the reparation of this trull from that of the ordinary officers of 

State, Sp. Melius, a Roman Knight, being poflefTed of great wealth, 
engrofTed great quantities of corn ; and having it in his power to 
iupply the wants of the poor, endeavoured to form a dangerous party 
among them, and, by their means, to raife himielf to the head of 
the commonwealth. The Senate took the alarm, and, as in the mofl 
dangerous crifis of the flate, had recourfe to the nomination of a 
, Dictator. Mselius being cited to appear before him, and having re- 

fufed to anfwer, was put to death. 

The care of fupplying the people with corn, which had been at 
this time committed to L. Minucius, was from thenceforward en- 
milled to citizens of the firfl rank, and the office itfelf became ne- 
ceiTary in the political eitablifhment of the commonwealth. 

Hitherto we have confidered the Roman Republic as a fcene of 
mere political deliberations and councils, prepared for contention, and 
feemingly unable to exert any united ftrength. The State, however, 
preiented itfelf to the nations around it under a very different afpect, 
as a horde of warriors, ■ who had made and preferred their acquisitions 
by force, and who never betrayed any figns of weaknefs in the 

foreign wars they had to maintain. 

In their tranfition from monarchy to republic, indeed, there 

Teems to have been a temporary ir.termlffion of national ex- 
ert!^ r.s. Private citizens, annually raiful to the head of the re- 
public, did not with their elevation acquire the dignity of princes; 
they did net command the fame refpeel from thei fellow-citizens at 

home, nor had the fame confideration from rival nations abroad. 

The 



OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. 



The frequent diffentions of the people feemcd to render them an eaTy 
prey to their enemies. During the life of Tarquin many powers 
united' againft them in behalf of the exiled king. They were (tripped 
of their territory, confined to the walls of their city, and deferred 
by their allies 4 \ The fortune of the State feemed to fall with its mo- 
narchy. The event, however, belied thefe apppearances, and the 

power of the annual Magistracy foon became more formidable abroad, 
though lefs awful at home, than that of the Monarch. The republican 

government fought for refpite from domeftic trouble in the midft of 

foreign war, and the forces of the State, inftead of being reftrained, 

were impelled into action by inteftine divifions. The ambition with 
which the lower ranks of the people endeavoured to watch their fu- 
periors, the folicitude with which the higher order endeavoured to 
preferve its diftinction, the exercife of ability which, in this conteft, 
was common to both, enabled them to act againft foreign enemies 
with a fpirit that was whetted, but not worn out, in their domeftic 
quarrels. 

The Confuls annually elected, brought to the helm of affairs a frefh 
vigour of mind and continual fupplies of renewed ambition. Every 

officer, on his acceftion to the magiftracy, was in hafte to diftinguifh his 

adminiftration, and to meri: his triumph ; and numerous as the ene- 
mies of the Republic appeared, they were not fufficient to furnifh 
every Roman Conful, in his turn, with an opportunity to earn this 

envied diftinction. It was given only to thofe who obtained actual 

victories, and who killed a certain number of their enemies 

In this nurfery of warriors, honours, tending to excite ambition 
or to reward military merit, were not confined to the leaders of ar- 
mies alone : The victorious foldier partook in the triumph of his 
leader, and had fubordinate rewards proportioned to the proofs he 

44 Dionyf. Hal. lib. v. 45 Five thoufand in one field. 

Vol. I. H had 
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had given of his valour. " I bear the fears," faid Dentatus (while 
he pleaded for a mare in the conquered lands to himfelf and lib 
fell cw- fold iers^, " of five and forty wounds, of which twelve were 
" received in one day. I have carried many prizes of valour. 

■ 

" Fourteen civic crowns bellowed upon me by thofe I had faved in 
" battle. Three times the mural crown ; having been fo often the 

" firft to fcale the enemies walls. Eight times the prize of diftinc- 
;t tion in battle. Many tokens of eftecm and gratitude from the 

" hands of generals. Eighty-three chains of golo, fixty bracelets, 
" eighteen lances, and twenty-five fets of horfe-furniture, from pri- 
" vate perfons, who were pleafed to approve of my fervices 4 V 

Under the influence of councils fo fertile in the invention of 
military diftinctions, and in armies of which the foldier was-roufed 
by fo many incentives to military ambition, the frequent change of 
commanders, which is commonly impolitic, proved a perpetual re- 
novation of the ardour and fpirit with which armies were led. lit 
public deliberations on the fubject of war, the vehement ambition of 
Individuals proved a continual incentive to vigorous refolutions, by 
which the State not only foon recovered the confequence which if 
feerned to have loft in its transition from Monarchy, but was fpeedily 
enabled to improve upon all its former advantages, as head of Lie- 
Latin confederacy ; frequently- to vanquifh the Sabines, the Hernici, 
the Volfci, and Etrufcans, and, in about a hundred years after the- 
expuliion of Tarquin, to extend its dominion greatly beyond the 
territories which had been in the poiTefhon of that prince. In one- 
direction, from Falerium to Anxur, about- fixty miles ; and in the 
ether, from the fummits of the Appenines to the fea : And Rome,, 
the metropolis of this little empire, was become, with a few com-- 
petitors, one of the principal ftates of Italy. 

** Dionyf. Hal. lib.x. c. 36, vcl p. $6z\ 
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The firft and neareft object of its emulation at this period was 
Veia?, an Etrufcan principality, of which the capital, fituated about 

nine miles from Rome, was built on an eminence, and fecurcd by 
precipices. 

. The Romans, even before the change of their government from 
the form of a principality to that of a republic, had been in pofTeflion 
of the Tiber and both its banks ; but on the right of this river were 

Hill circumfcribed by the Veixntes, with whom they had waged long 

and defperate wars ; and, as may be fuppofed among rivals in fo clofe 
a neighbourhood, with imminent danger to both. Veise, according to 
Dionyfms, was equal in extent to Athens, and, like the other Etruf- 
can cantons, was further advanced than Rome in the arts of peace, 
probably better provided with the refources of war, but inferior in the 
magnanimity of its councils and in the courage of its people. The 
Veiaentes being, after a variety of ftruggles, beat from the field, they 
retired within their walls, fuffcred themfelves to be inverted, and un- 
derwent a fiege or blockade of ten years. The Romans, in order to 
reduce them, continued during thofe ten years in the field, without 
any interruption or diftinction of feafons ; made fecure approaches, 
fortifying themfelves in the pofls which they fucceflively occupied, 
and in the end entered the place by dorm. 

In thefe operations, we are told, that they learned to make war with 
more regularity than they had formerly praefcifed ; and having, fome 
little time before, appointed a military pay for fuch of their people as 
ferved on foot, they at this time extended the fame eftablimment to their 
horfemen or knights ; impofed taxes on the people in order to defray 
this expence, and made other arrangements, which foon after enabled 
them to carry their enterprizes to a greater diftance, and to conduct 
them with more order and fyitem : circumftances which, together 
with* the acceffions of territory and power, gained by the reduction 
•of Veise, rendered this event a remarkable epocha in the hiftory of 
Rome. 

H 2 The 
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The afc which they propofed to make of their conqueft wa9 



parti 



The practice of 



vanquiihed 



had been long difcontinued : for even Tarquin, it is faid, had intro- 
duced the cuitom of enflaving captives, and this fate the citizens of 



underwent i7 ; but their lands, and the city itfelf, offered a 

tempting prize to the conquerors. And accordingly it was propofed 



to tranfplant into thofe vacant poffefllons and feats one half of the Ro- 
man Senate and people* 5 . 

This propofal was extremely acceptable to perfons of inferior con- 
dition, who hoped to double their poffeffions, and flattered themfelves 
that they might double the power of the State : but it was ftrenu- 

cuflv oppofed by the Senate and Nobles, as tending to divide and' 
weaken the commonwealth, and as more likely to reftore a rival than 
to ftrengthen themfelves. It was eluded by a partial divifion of the 
Veisean territory, in which feven jugera^ or about four Englifh acres, 
were aHigned as the lot of a family ; and by thefe means the more 
indigent citizens were provided for, without any hazard of difmem- 

bering the ftate. 

But while the Romans were thus availing themfelves of the fpoils 
of a fallen enemy, and probably enjoying, on the extinction of their 
rival, a more than common degree of imagined fecurity, they became 
themfelves an example of the instability of human affairs ; being af- 
fai'.ed by a new and unlcoked-for enemy, who came like a ftroke of 



lightning cn ; K ;ir fett! 
their habitations to afhes. 



t, difperfed their people, and reduced 



Trie Gauls, who are faid to have paffed the Alps in three feveral 
migrations about two hundred years before this date, being now 
mailers of a!! the plains on the Po, and of ail the coafts of the Adriatic 



47 Liv. lib. v. c. zz. 



* s Ibid, lib. v. c. 24.. 
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to the banks of the river Sena, where they had a fettlement, which, c H A p - 
from their name, was called Sena Gallia; and being full bent on extend- 
ing their pofleflions, or fhifting their habitations, had palled he Appe- 

nines, and laid ficge to Ciufium, the capital of a fmall nation in Tuf- 

cany 43 . The inhabitants of this place made application to the Romans 

for fucconr ; but could obtain no more than a deputation to intercede 

with the Gauls in their behalf. The deputies who were fent on this 

bufmefs, and commiflioned to act only as mediators, having appeared 

in arms on the fide of the befieged, the Gauls complained of their 
conduct as a breach of faith, and as a departure from the neutrality 

which the P*omans profefled : And being denied fatisfa&ion on this 
complaint, they dropped their defign on Ciufium, and turned their 
arms againft thefe mediators, who had violated the laws of war. 
They advanced on the left of the Tiber,, found the Romans ported 
to receive them on the Allia, a fmall river which was the limit of the 
Roman territory, in the country of the Sabines, about ten miles. from 
Rome ; a nd, with the fame impetuofity which hitherto attended 
them, they palTed the Allia on the right of the Roman army, drove 
them into the angle that is formed by the confluence of the two 
rivers, put all who withftood them to the fword, and forced the re- 
mainder into the Tiber, where numbers perifhed, or, being cut off 
from their retreat to Rome, were difperfed in the neighbouring 

country. 

This calamity is faid to have fo much flunned or overwhelmed the u * c - 3 6 3» 
Roman people, that they made no farther attempt to defend their city. 
All the youth that were fit to carry arms retired into the Capitol. 
The weak or infirm, whether from fex or age, fled as from a place 

condemned to deft ruction, or fuffered themfelves to be furprifed and. 
cut off in the ftrects. 



48 Liv, lib. v, c. 35, S:c 
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The Gauls, having employed three days in the purfuit and (laughter 

of thofe who fed from the field of battle, on the fourth day ad- 
vanced tcv. ards the wails of Rome. But being alarmed at firft by 
the general defextion of the battlement?, which they miftook for an 
ambufcace or an artifice to draw them into a fnare, they examined 
ail the avenues with care before they ventured to enter the gates. 
The more effectually to diflodge every enemy, they fet fire to the city, 
reduced it to aihes, and took poll on the ruins, in order to befiege 
the Capitol, which alone held cut *°. In this ftate of affairs, the re- 
5 ublic, already fo formidable to all its neighbours, was fuppofed to 
be extinguiilied for ever. The fame of its ruin reached even to Greece, 
where Rome began to be confidered at this time as a rifing and pro- 
sperous commonwealth 5 °. 

The Gauls remained in poffeflion of the ruins for fix months ; 
during which time they made a fruitlefs attempt to fcale the rock on 

which the Capitol was built ; and being repulfed by Manlius, who, 
for Lis vigilance and valour on this occafion, acquired the name of 

Capholinus, they continued to invert and block up the fortrefs, in 
hopes cf being able to reduce it by famine. The Romans, who 
were ir.ut up in the Capitol, flill preferved the forms of their com- 
mcnwealdi, and mode acts in the name of the Senate and People. 
Seniible that Camillus, under whofe aufpices they had reduced the 
ciry of Vcia:, and rriurr.phcd over many other enemies, now in 
exile on the fcore of an invidious charge of embezzling the fpoils he 
had won at that place, was the fitted perfon to retrieve their affairs ; 
they abfclved him of this accufation, reinrtated him in the qualification 
to command their armies 51 ; and, in order that he might alfemble 
their allies and collec: the remains of their late army/ which was 
difrcricd in the neighbouring country, verted him with the power of 

Jluizrchj iavit. Camuli, 5 - Ibid. 11 .LW. lib. v. c. 32. 

dictator- 
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dictator. In this extremity of their fortunes, he overlooked his 
wrongs, procured numbers to refort to his ftandard, and haftcned 
to arm for the prefer vation of his country. He came to the 
relief of the Capitol at a critical moment, when the befieged, be- 
ing greatly reduced' by famine, had already capitulated, and were 
paying a ranfom for themfelves and their remaining effects. Before 

this tranfaclion was completed, he furprifed the befiegers, obliged 
them to relmquilh their prize, and afterwards, in a deciiive battle 

that was fought in the neighbourhood of Rome, revenged the dif- 
after which his countrymen had fuffered on the banks of the Allia s \ 
Whatever may have been the true account of this famous adven- 
ture, the Romans have given it a place in their hiftory, retained a 
deep impreffion of their danger from the Gauls, and from thence 

dated the origin of fome particulars in their policy, which fecm to 

have arifen from fuch an impreffion. They fet apart particular funds 
in the treafury, to be fpared in all other pofhble exigencies of the 
State, and referved for a refource in cafe of a Gaulifh invafion. 
They fubjected the magiftrate to certain general reftrictions, but 
allowed an exception in cafe of an invafion from the Gauls; 
and it is likely that, in the age in which they rook thcfc alarmii^ 
impreffions, they had not yet acquired thofe advantages of discipline 
and military {kill, in which they were afterwards fo much fuperior 
to the Gauls and other barbarous neighbours 5 *. 

Although hiftorians have amply fupplied the detail of hiftory be- 
fore this event, they neverthelels acknowledge, that all prior evi- 
dence of facts periflied in the defl.rucl.ion of Rome ; that all records 

5 * Liv. lib.v. c. 43, &c tninril over the GaiM*, made his entry into. 

53 ' The eilablifhmcnt of the Legion, and Rome, having his vifagc painted with nd ; 

the improvement made in the choice of its a practice, fays Plinv. which is yet to be 

weapons and manner of array, arc mentioned found among nations of Africa, who remain 

as fubfequent to this date : And the Romans, in a ftatc of barbarity, and which this natural " 

it is confefed, mads Jefs progrefs in every niftcrian was inclined to confider as-acha- 

other art than in that of war. Their genera!, ratterilKc of barbarous manners. 
Camillus, at hi* triumph for the victory ob- 
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and monuments of what the Romans had formerly been, were then 
to be gathered from the ruins of cottages, which had been for feveral 

months trodden under foot by a barbarous enemy ; that the lawt of 

the Twelve Tables, the Peopled Charters of Right, and the Forms of 
the Conhutution, were to be collected in fragments of plates which were 

dug from the rubbifh of their former habitations ; and that nothing 
remaining to mark the former poiltion of Rome, befides the Capitol, 
railed on its reck, and furrounded with ruin?, the people deliberated 

whether they fhould attempt to renew their fettlement on this ground, 

cr transfer it to Veia?. It had been formerly propofed to remove to 

that place one half of the Senate and people. It was then propofed, 

that they fhould chule that as the proper ground on which to reftore 
the name and the feat of their commonwealth. " Why," faid the 
promoters of this defign, " attempt, at a great expence, and with fo 
" much labour, to clear out the w retched ruins of a fallen city, while 
" we have another, provided with private and public buildings of 
ct every fort, yet entire for our reception To this fpecious argu- 
ment might have been oppofed the confideration of many advantages 
in their former fituation ; its place on a navigable river, its command 
of the paiTage from Latium to Etruria, and of the navigation of 
the Tiber from the defcents of the Appenines to the fea. But mo- 
tives of iuperitition and national pride were iuppofed to be of greater 
weight. " Would you,'' faid Camiiius, " abandon the feats of your 
u anceilors: Would you have Yeis? reftcred, and Rome to periih for 
" ever: Would you reiinquim the altars of the Gods, who have fixed 
" their fhrines in thefe facred places ; to whole aid you are indebted 
Xi for fo many triumphs, and to whom ycu owe the conqucft of thofe 
<; habitations for which you now propofe to forfake their temples? 1 ' 

Convinced by this argument, the Romans determined to remain 
in their antient iituation, proceeded to reftore their habitations, 
and, in the courfe of a year, accomplished the work of rebuilding 
their dry. An xEra from which 5 as from a fecond foundation, may 
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be dated the rife of the commonwealth, and the beginning of a pe- ^ H A p * 

IE » 

riod, in which its hiftory, though ftill controverted in fome particulars, 
is lefs doubtful than before, or lefs disfigured with fable s *. 

s * Some parts, even of the hiflory that fol- alone (Liv. lib. vi. c. t.). It ferves, how^ 

lows, aredeubtful. The names of Dictators ever, to inform us what the Romans them- 

and of Confuls, the reality of entire campaigns, felves believed ; and is therefore the bell 

as well as of fingle anions, are controverted comment we can have on the genius and 

(Liv. lib. i. c. 5. & 26. Kb. v. c. 55. lib. tendency, as well as the origin, of their pa 

viii. c. 3S. lib. ix. c. 15.) : But that which litical inJlitutions. 
preceded this date refls almoft on tradition 
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CHAP. IIL 



Scene of foreign JVar and domeftic Difpute opened with reviving Rome** 

•Faction or Conf piracy of Manlius. Condemnation. Ple- 
beians elected into the Office of Confular Tribunes. Afpire to the , 

Ccnfrtfafc. The frf Plebeian ConfuL Ejlabli foment of the 

Prater. Patrician Edilcs. The Plebeians qualified to hold 

all the Offices of State. The Meafure of Roman Magifracy com- 
plete. Review of the Conf it ui ion. Its feeming Defers. 

But great Succeffes. Policy of the State reflecting foreign or van- 

quifhed Nations. Formation of the Legion. Series of Wars. 

JMth the Samnites, Campanians. The Tarcutiues. Pyrrhus.. 

•Sovereignty of Italy. Different Footing on which the In- 
habitants food.. 

B 0^0 X rin.HE Romans were not allowed to reftore their community, nor 

JL to rebuild their habitations, in peace. They were invaded 
by the Equi, the Volfci, the Hernici, the Etrufeans, and lbme of 
their own Latin confederates 1 ; who dreading the re-cfiablilh- 
rnent cf a commonwealth, from which they had already fuflcred' 
fo much, and whofe power was ib great an object of their jealoufy,., 
made every effort to prevent it. During a period of one hundred and 

feventeen years which followed, they accordingly had to encounter a 
iucceilicn cf enemies, in ilibduing of whom they became the fove- 
reigns cf Italy; while they continued to undergo internal convul- 
sions, which, as formerly, proved the birth- of political inftitutions 7 , 
and filled up the meafure of their national e ft abli foment. 

1 L:*.\ lib. vi. c. 2. & iC- 
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'During this period, the Plebeians, far from being fatisfied with 
their pad acquisitions, made continual efforts to extend tlicir privi- 
leges. The Tribunes, by traducing the Senate, and by difplaying, 
in their harangue?, the fevcritics of the Patrician creditor, and the 
fufferings of the Plebeian debtor, ftill enflamed the animofity of their 
party. The republic itlelf was fo feebly eftablilhed, that ambitious 
citizens were encouraged, bv means of faction raifed among perfons 
of the lower clafs, to have thoughts of Subverting the government. 
In this manner Manlius, the famous champion of the Capitol, who, 
as has -been obferved, by his vigilance and valour preferred that 

fortrefs from the Gauls, formed a defign to uilirp the fovereignty. 
Prefuming on his merit in this and other Cervices, he thought himfelf 
above the laws ; and endeavouring, by his intrigues with the po- 
pulace, to form a party againft the State, he incurred, what was at 
Rome of all imputations the mod detefted, that of afpiring to be 
King. In oppoiition to this confpiracy, whether real or fictitious, 
the republic was committed to the care of a Dictator ; and Manlius 
being brought before him, endeavoured to turn the fufpicion of ma- 
lice and envy againft his accufers. He produced four hundred citi- 

zens, whom he had redeemed from their creditors and releafed from 

chains. He produced the fpoils of thirty enemies flam by himfelf 

in battle ; forty badges of honour conferred on him by generals un- 
der whom he had ferved ; many citizens whom he had refcued from 
the enemy, and in the number of thofe he had faved, he pointed at 
Caius Servilius, fecond in command to the Dictator, who now 

•carried the fword of the State againft the life of a perfon who had 
faved his own. And in the conclusion of his defence, " Such were 

* c the treafons," he faid, " ffcr which the friends of the People were 
(t to be jacrificed to the Senate." 

His merits in the public fervice were great, and intitled him to 

.any reward from the people, except a furrender of their liberties. 

I 2 His 
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His liberality to the more indigent citizens, if it proceeded from 
humanity, was noble ; but if it proceeded from a defign to alienate 

their arFeclions from the public, or transfer them to him (elf, was a 
crime ; and the mcft fplendid fen-ices, confidered as the artifices of 
a dangerous ambition, were the objects of punifhment, not of 
reward. 

The People, it is faid, while they had" in their view the Capitol, 
which had been faved by the vigilance and bravery of this un- 
fortunate criminal, hefitated in their judgment ; but their meeting 
being adjourned to the following day, and to a different place, they 
condemned him to be thrown from the rock on which he had fes 
lately iignalized his valour ". 

Such alarms to the general flate of the commonwealth, had their 
temporary effect in fufpending the animofity of parties ; but 

could not reconcile their intercfb, nor prevent the periodical heats 
which continually arofe on the return of difputes. The Plebeians 
had been now above forty years in pofTeffion of a title to hold 
the office cf Confular Tribune, but had not been able to prevail at 
anv election 3 . The majority of the Centuries were flill compofed' 
cf Patricians and when candidates of Plebeian rank were likely, 
by their peri on al ccnfi deration, to cany a majority, the other party,- 
in fuch particular inftances, had influence enough, as has been ob- 
ferved, to revive the election of confuls, a title from which the Ple- 
beians, by law, were Hill excluded. 

The Plebeians, however, by the zeal of their party, by the affi— 

duity and influence of individuals who afpired to office, by the in- 

creafe of their numbers in the firft and fecond daffies, bv their al- 
liance with the Patrician families in confequence of marriage, at laft 
furmc anted thefe difficulties, obtained the dignity of Confular Tri- 



J Ibid. lib. \i. c. 37. 
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Bune for one of their own order, and from thenceforward began to 
divide the votes of the Centuries with the Patrician candidates. They 
were accordingly raifed in their turn to what was then the fir/I office 
cf the State, and in which nothing was wanting but the title of 
Conful. To this too they w?rc foon led to afpire ; and were urged 
to make the concluding Hep in the rife of their order, by the am- 
bition of a female Patrician ; who, being married into a Plebeian 
family, bore with impatience the mortifications to which (lie was ex— 

poled in the condition of her new relations. She excited her huf- 
band, flic engaged her own kindred among the Patricians, fhe roufed 

the whole Plebeian party to remove the indignities which yet re- 
mained affixed to their race, in being fuppofed unworthy to hold the 
confular dignity. 

Licinius Stolo, the hufband of this lady, and Publius Sextius, U. 
another active and ambitious Plebeian, were placed in the College of 
Tribunes, in order to urge this point. They began the exercife of 
their office by propofing three very important laws : The firft in- 
tended for the relief of infolvcnt debtors ; by which all payments 
made on the fcorc of intereft,. fliould be deducted from the capital, 
and three years be allowed to pay off the remainder. 

A fecond law to limit the extent of eftates in land, by which no • 
citizen fliould be allowed to engrofs above five hundred Jugera 4 , , 
or to have in flock above one hundred bullocks, and five hundred- 
goats and fheep. 

A third law to reftore the election of Confuls, in place of Confular 
Tribunes, with an exprefs provifion that, at leaft, one of the Confuls 
mould be of Plebeian defcent. 

The Patricians, having gained fome of the Tribunes to their party s 
prevailed upon them to diflent from their colleagues, and to fuipend, 

4 About 300 Englifli acres. 
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by their negatives, ail proceedings .on the fubject of thefe laws. The 
Tribunes, Licinius and Sextius, in their turn, fufpended the ufual elec- 
tion of maghlrates, and put a flop to all the ordinary affairs of State. 

An anarchy of five years enfued* ; during which time the republic, 
bereft of all its officers, had no magiflracy befides the Tribunes of 
the People, who were not legally vefted with any degree of executive 
power "\ Any alarm from abroad muft have fufpended the conteft 
at home, and forced the parties to a treaty : but they are faid to have 
enjoyed, in this Hate of domeflic trouble, uninterrupted peace with 
their neighbours ; a circumltance from which we may infer, that, in 
mo ft of their wars, they were themfelves the aggrelfors, and owed 

this interval of peace to the vacancy of the Confulate, and to their 
want of the prompters, by whom they were ufuaily excited to quarrel 
with their neighbours. 

In the feveral queftions, on which the parties were now at variance, 
the Patricians contended chiefly for the exclufion of Plebeians from 
the office or tide of Conful ; and, as an infuperable bar to their ad- 
miuion, full infilled on the facrilcgious profanation that would be in- 
curred, by iufiering the rites ufuaily performed by the Coniuls to 

pais into Plebeian hands- This argument, inftead of periuading the 
popular leaders to defift from their claim, only made them fenfible 
that it was neceffary to remove this impediment by a previous ope- 
ration, before they attempted to pafs tlirough the way which it was 
meant to obftruct. They appeared then for a little to drop their 
puriuit of the Confulate ; they affected to refpecr. the claim of the 
Patricians, to retain the pofiefiions of places which had always been 
afngned to their order. But they moved, that the number of ordi- 
nary attendants on the facred rites mould be augmented from two to 
ten ; and that of thefe one half ihould be named of Plebeian ex- 
traction. 

* From U. C. 577 to 5 Li v. lib. vj. c. gc. 

While 
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While the Patricians continued to reject this propofal, on account 
of the effect it was likely to have on their pretenfions in general, 
they gave way fucceffively ; and, at the interval of fome years, firft 
to the acls that were deviled in favour of infolvent debtors ; next, to 
the Agrarian law, or limitation of property in land ; and laft of all, 
to the new eftablifhmcnt relating to the priefthood, and to the com- 
munication of the Confulate itfelf to perfons of Plebeian rank. 

The authors of the new regulations, knowing that the majority 
of the Centuries was compofed of Patricians, or was ftill under the 
influence of that order, were not fatisficd with the mere privilege of 
being qualified to ftand for the Confulate. They infilled, that at leaft 

one of the Confute fhould be a Plebeian ; and having prevailed in 
this, as in the ether contcfted points, the Plebeian party entered im- 
mediately on the pofieflion of their new privilege,, and railed Publius U.C. 387 

Sextius, the Tribune, who had been fo active in the caufe of his con- 
ftituents, to the office of Conful. 

But while the Patricians thus incurred a repeated diminution of 
their exclufive prerogatives, they endeavoured, by feparating the ju- 
dicative from, the-executive power of the Conful, and by committing 
the firft to a Patrician officer, under the. title of Praetor, to fave a 

part from the general wreck. 

It was intended that the Pnstor fhould be fubordinate, but next- in 
rank, to the Conful. He was attended by two Lictors, and had his 
commiflion in very general terms, to judge of all differences that 
mould be brought before him, and to hear the fuits of the people until 
the fetting of the fun. This unlimited jurifdicxion, as we fliall have 
occafion to obferve, came to be gradually circumfcribed by its own 

precedents, and by the accumulating edicts of fucceflive Prxtors. 

One perfon.at firft was fuppofed able to difcharge all the duties or 
this office ; but 4 the number, in order to keep pace with the grow- 
ing multiplicity of civil affairs, was afterwards gradually increafed. 
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Another political change, by which the Fatricians procured fbme 
compensation for what they had now furrendered, was made about 

the fame time. The care of the public £hows and entertainments 

had hitherto belonged to the Ediles of the People. The office of 
Edile being at its nrft inftitution expenfive, was likely to become gra- 
dually more lb by the frequent additions which were made to the 
feftivais, and by the growing demands of the people for fhows and 
amuiernents. The Plebeians complained of this charge as a burden 
on their order, and the oppofite party offered to relieve them of it, 

provided that two officers for this purpoie, under the title of Curiie 
Ediles, mould be annually elected from among the Patricians 

By thefe inftitutions the Nobles, while they admitted the Plebeians 
to partake in the dignity of Conful, reierved to their own order the 
exciufive right to the offices of Prsetor and Edile : By the laft of which 

they had the direction of fports and public entertainments ; a ftation 
which, in a ftate that was coming gradually under the government 
of popular afTemblies, became, in procefs of time, a great object of 
ambition, and a principal accefs to power. 

The defign or the effect of this inftitution did not efcape the 

* 

notice of the Plebeian party. They complained, that while the Pa- 
tricians affected to relign the exciufive title to one office, they had 
engrOiTed two others, inferior only in name, equal in confider- 

ation and influence. But no exciufive advantage could be long 

retained by one order, while the other was occafionally pofTeffed of 
the legiflative and fupreme executive power. All the offices, whe- 
ther of Praetor or Edile, of Dictator or Cenfor, were, in procefs of 
time, filled with perfons of either rank ; and the diftindtion of Pa- 
trician or Plebeian became merely nominal, or ferved as a monu- 
ment of the ariitocracy which had fubfifted in former ages. The 



6 Li v. lib. vi. c. jjz. 
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only effect which it now had was favourable to the Plebeians : as it c H A P. 

. , in. 

limited the choice of Tribunes to their own order, while, in com- 
mon with the Patricians, they had acceis to every other dignity in U. 0.417. 
the State. 

Such is the account which hiflorians have given us of the origin Reviewofthc 
and progrefs of the Roman conftitution. This horde, in the earlieft u 
account of it, preferred a diftin&ion of ranks, under the titles of 
Patrician, Equeftrian, and Plebeian; and the State, though governed 
by a prince, had occafional or ordinary afTembiies, by which it ap- 
proached tothe form of a republic. AfTemblies to which every citizen 
was admitted were termed the Comitia ; thofe which were formed 
of the fuperior ranks, or of a felecT: number, were termed the Senate. 
Among thofe who had attained the age of manhood, to be Noble 
and to be of the Senate were probably fynonymous terms. But after 
the introduction of the Cenfus, feparate rolls were kept for the 
•Senate, the Equeftrian Order, and the People. Thefe rolls were 
compofed by different officers in fucceflive periods of the State. A 
Senate was compofed of a hundred members by Romulus \ This 

number was augmented or diminiflied at pleafure by his fucceflbrs. 
The Confuls fucceeded in this matter »to the prerogative of the 

Kings ; and the Cenfors were appointed to exercife it, with the 

other duties of the Cenfus, as a principal part of their functions. It 
is remarkable, that, notwithstanding the great importance of the 

Senate in the government of their country, fo little precaution 
was taken to afcertain who were to be its conftituent members, 
or to fix their legal number. The body was accordingly fluc- 
tuating. Individuals were placed or difplaced at the difcretion of the 

7 Liv. lib, i. c. 8. According to Livy been augmented by a popular election at the 

the Senate confiHed of no more than a hun- admiflion of the Sabines ; fome writers fay 

dred members at the death of Romulus ; but, to two hundred ; others, only to one hundred 

according to JDionyfsUD, their numbers had and fifty. Dionyf. lib, ii. c. 47- 

Vol. I. K officer 
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officer entrufted with the mufter, and the numbers of the whole In- 
creased or diminifhed indefinitely. The officers of State,, though 
not enrolled, had accefs to the Senate ; but their continuing 
members, after their year in office expired, depended on the difcretion 
cf the Cenfors. It feemed to be fufficient for the purpofes of this 

conftitution, that the Senate fhould be a meeting of the fuperior clafs- 
of the citizens. 

As the noble and popular AfTemblies had their exiftence under the 
Ring?, the tranfition from monarchy to republic in fo fmall a State, 
by lubllituting elective and temporary Magiftrates in place of the 
King, was eafy. A fufficient occafion was given to it in the abufes 
which were felt in the lafl reign of the monarchy. The diforders 
incident to the fhock of parties, who were fet free from a former 
controul, required, on occafion, the remedy of a difcretionary au- 
thority vefted in fome perfon who might be entrufted with the pub- 
lic fafety, and foon led to the occafional inftitution of a dictatorial 
power. The high prerogatives claimed and maintained by one 
party, obliged the other to affume a poflure of defence, and to place 
themfelves under the conduct of leaders properly authorifed to vindi- 
cate their rights. Theie rights were underftood by degrees to imply 
equality, and, in the lucceffive inftitutions that followed, put every 

citizen in poifeffion of equal pretenfions to preferment and honours ; 
pretenfions which were to be limited only by the great diftinction 
which Nature has made between the capacities, merits, and charac- 
ters of men, and which are fubject, in every community, to be 
warned bv the effects of education and fortune* 

New departments of State, or additions to the number of officers 
employed in them, were continually fuggefted by the increafe of 

civil affairs ; and while the territory of the republic was but a 

fmall part of Italy, the meafure of her political government was 
full, and the lift of her officers complete. Functions which, in the 
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firft or firnpleft ages, were either unknown or had been committed 
to the King alone, were now thrown into feparate lots or depart- 
ments, and furniflied their feveral occupations to two Confuls, 
one Prsetor, two Cenfors, four Ediles, and eight Quaeftors, befides 
officers of thefc different ranks, who, with the titles of ProconfuL, 

Proprietor, and Proquxflor, and without any limitation of number, 
were employed wherever the exigencies of the State required their 
fervice. 

fc In this account of the Roman conftitution we are come nearly to 

that ftate of its maturity s at which Polybius began to obferve and to 

admire the felicity of its inflitutions, and the order of its adminiftra- 
tion. The Plebeians were now reconciled to a government to which 

they themfelves had accefs, and citizens of every rank made great 
efforts of induftry in a State in which men were allowed to arrive at 

eminence, not only by advantages of fortune, but likewife by per- 
fonal qualities. The Senate and Affemblies of the People, the Ma- 
giftrates and Select Comrniffioners, had each their departments, 
which they adminiftered with an appearance of fovereign and abfolute 
fway, and without any interfering of interefts or jealoufy of power. 

The Confuls were deftined to the command of armies ; but, while 

at Rome, feemed to have the higheft prerogatives in the adminiftra- 
tion of all civil and political affairs. They had under their com- 
mand all the other officers of State, except the Tribunes of the People ; 
they introduced all foreign ambaffadors ; and they alone could move 
the Senate on any fubject of deliberation, and put their acts or deter- 
minations in writing. The Confuls, too, prefided with a fimilar pre- 
rogative in the Affembly of the Centuries and in that of the Curise, 
propofed the queftion, collected the votes, declared the majority, and 
framed the act. In all military preparations, in making their levies 

as well as in the command of the army, they were veiled with high 

J As it flood in the fifth and ilxth centuries of Rome. 
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degrees of difcretionary power * over all the troops of the common*- 
wealth, compofed of Roman citizens or allies. They commanded 

the treafurjy as far as neceffary to the fexvice on which they were 

employed, and had one of its Commiflioncrs, or Quxftors, appointed 

to attend their court, and to receive their orders.. 

The Senate, however, had the ordinary adminiftration of the re- 
venue, tcck account of its receipts and difburfements, and fuffered 
no money to be iflued without their own decree, or the warrant of 
the Conful in actual fen-ice. Even the money decreed by die Cenfors 
for the repair of public buildings, and the execution of public works,, 
could not be iffu^d. by the Qujcftors without an act. of the Senate to 
authorife it. All crimes and diforders that were committed among 
the free inhabitants of Italy, or municipal allies of the State,, all difr 

putes of a. private or public nature that arofe among them, came 
under the jurifdiciion and determination of the Senate. All foreign. 

embaffies were received or difpatched, and all negociations were 
conducted, by this body. In fuch matters the People did no more 
than affirm or reverie what the Senate, after mature deliberation,,, had 
decreed, and for the mod part gave their confent as a matter of. 
form; infomuch, that while perfons, who obferved the high ex- 
ecutive powers of the Conful, confidered the State as monarchical ; 

foreigners, on the contrary, who reforted on public bufinefe to Rome, 
were apt to believe it an ariftocracy veiled in the Senate. 

The People, notwithftanding, had referved the fovereignty to 
themfelvcs, and, in their feveral afTemblies, exercifed the powers 
of legiilation, and conferred all the offices of State ,0 . They like- 
wife, in all criminal matters, held the fupreme jurifdi&ion. In 
their capacity of fovereign, they were the fole arbiters of life, and 
death ; and, even in their capacity of fubjects, did not fubmit to 

5 Vid. Zonar. N* 501. Fromini Srrage- defied, the officers of State. In the Curiai 
nata, lib. xv. Val. Max. lib. it. c. 7. they appointed officers to military com- 

IC In the Centuries they enacted laws, and m2nd. 

8 reftraints 
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reftralnts which, in every oihcr State, are found necelTary to go- 
vernment. 

A citizen, while accufed - of. any crime,, continued at liberty until 
fe nte nee was given againfl him,, and might withdraw from his pro- 
fecutors at any ftage. of the trial,, even while the lalt Century was 
delivering its votes. A. voluntary banifhment from the Forum, from 
the meetings of the. Senate,, and the afTemblies of the People, was 
the higheft punifhment, which any citizen, unlefs he remained ta 
expofe himfelf to the effects of a formal fentence,. was obliged to 
undergo ; and it was exprefsly Itipulated,. that, even at Tibur or 
Prameite, a few miles from Rome, a convict who had withdrawn . 
from judgment fhould be fafe 

Parts fo detached were not likely to act as one body, , nor to -pro- 
ceed with any regular concert ; and the State leems to have carried, , 
in. alL its eftablifhments, the feeds of diffention and tumult. It was 
long fupported, neverthelefs, by the uncommon zeal of its members 
iiniavour of a commonwealth in which they enjoyed fomuch freedom, 
and in which they were veiled with fo much perfonal confequence. 

The feveral members of the conflitution, while in appearance fu- 
preme, were in many refpects dependent on each other. 

The Confuls, while in office, had the meetings and determinations 
of the Senate and People, in a great meafure, in their power;,. but 
they received this power from the People, and were accountable for 
the difcharge of it at the expiration of their office. 

The Senate could refolve, but they could not execute, until they 
3iad obtained from the People a confirmation of their acts, and were 
obliged to folieit the Tribunes for leave to. proceed in any matter which' 
thefe officers were inclined to oppofe. - 

11 The laws of Publilius, which gave the every citizen in the right cf appeal to the 
power of legiflation to the Plebeian Aflem- People at iargc. after being repeatedly re-eniicl- 
blies, and that of Valerius, which fecured ed, were now in full force (Lir. lib. x. c. 2.). 
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The Senate was conftituted, or formed, at regular periods, at the 

difcretion of the Confuls or Cenfors, officers named by the People. 

The city, neverthelefs, was over- awed by the Senate and officers 
of State. On great and alarming occafions, the People themfelves 
were no longer ibvereigns than they were allowed by the Senate and 
Confuls to hold this character. The Senate and Confuls having it 
in their power to name a Dictator, could at once transfer the fove- 
reignry of the State to a fingie perfon, and fubjecl: every citizen to 

his authority. Every individual held his place on the rolls at the 

will of the Cenfors, and his property at the difpofal of courts that 
were compofed of Senators ; the fervants of the Public in general, 
who aimed at lucrative commhTions, depended on the Senate, as 
adminiftrators of the treafury, and truftees in the collection or 
difDurfemeiiis of the public money " ; and every Roman youth, 
when embodied in the legions, entrufted his honours and his life 
in the hands of the Conful, or Commander in Chief 13 . 

The mafs, however, was far from being fo well compacted, 
or the unity of power fo well eftablifhed, as fpeculative rea- 
foners fometimes think necenary for the order of government. 
The Senate and the popular Afiemblies, in their legiflative 
capacities, counteracted one another. The numbers required to 
conilitute a legal Affembly of the People, the qualification of 



I " The influence which the Senate poffeffed 
zs sdminiirrators of the public treafury, ac- 
cording tc Pclybius, was very grest. They 
Lad a number cf comrniiuons to give, in the 
collection of various duties levied cn the na- 
vigators of rivers, the entry to fea-pcrts, the 
produce of mines, and demefne or public 
lands, chieSy let out for pafcurage. They 
had likewifs confiderable dilburferoents on 
the repair of highways 2nd public buildings, 

and in the execution of a variety of other 
?/crks. In fuch tranfactions great numbers 

2 



of people were concerned, as contractors, as 
partners with thofe who contracted with the 
Senate, or as creditors who advanced money 
to enable the contractors to perform their 
articles. In all thefe federal capacities the 
parties depended on the will of the Senate, 
and continually attended at the doors of that 
affembly, foliciting commiflions, pleading 
for an abatement of fome condition, for delay 
in the execution of fome article or relief in 
the cafe of unforefee'n hard (hip or lofs. 
* 3 Polvb. lib. vi. c. io, n, 12, 13, 14. 

a citizen 
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a citizen which intitled him to be confidered as a member of 
the commonwealth, were ftill undetermined. Aliens fettling at 
Rome were admitted on the rolls of the People, and citizens re- 
moving to the colonies were omitted. Laws, therefore, might be 
obtained in a clandeftine manner, when the People, not fufficiently 
aware of the confequen.ee of fuch laws, did not attend ; or the 

■ 

queflion might be determined by the voice of a fingle alien, as often 

as the divifion was nearly equal, and a defigning magiftrate chofe to 

place any number of aliens on the rolls for this purpofe l \ The 

State 
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,+ In the fcstlement of Romulus., recruits 
of every quality, whether outlaws, fugitives, 
or captives, were received without diftinc- 
tjon. — in the firft ages of the republic, aliens 
fettling at Rome were admitted as citizens, 
and even placed on the rolls of th'J Senate. 
— The Tarquins, and the firil of tie Clau- 
dian family, were emigrants from the neigh- 
bouring cantons. — After the eihblii'hment of 
the Cenfu?, or periodical mulfcer, the King, 
the Confuls, and, lair of all, the Confers, 
made up the rolls of the Senate and People 
at pleafure. They admitted upon it very 
readily every inhabitant of the city who 
claimed to be inrolled ; but when a right of 

voting in any of the popular aflemblies at 
Rome came to be confidered as a privilege of 
moment, the inhabitants of Latium crowded 
to Rome in order to obtain it. They were 
fometimes put upon the rolls by one Conful, 
and forbid the city by his colleague and in 

every fuch cafe the negative, by a maxim of 

the Roman polic, prevailed. — Such as ac- 
tually fettled at Rome, fooner or later found 
means to be inferted in the Tribes ; and the 
towns of Latium complained, that they were 
deferted by numbers of their peop.e, who 
reforted to Rome for this purpofe, z.nd that 
they were likely to be depopulated. They 
obtained a law, by which Latin emigrants 
were excluded from the rolls of the Koman 
People, except they had left ofFspring to re- 
place them in the country towns they had 



left. And this /eems to have been the firft 
law enacted at Rome to regulate or retrain 
the naturalization of aliens. Some author* 
have affirmed, that, even while aliens were 
fo c.fily admitted on the rolls of the People, 

Roman citizens, accepting of fettlements in 
the colonies, forfeited their political rights. 
In this, however, it is probable, that the ef- 
fects of mere abfence have been miihken for 
an exprefs and formal exclufion. Whoever 
ceafed to give ia his name at the Cenfus, or 
whoever left hi:- ward or tribe in the city to 
reftde at a diflance, was not inrolled in the 
ward, nor placed in any clafs. It did not 

follow, however, that he had forfeited his 
right, or might not claim it as often as he 
attended the Cenfus. In this cafe he was 
upon a foot of equality with every other 
citizen, and in the fame manner received or 
rejected at the will of the Cenfor, or other 
officer who took the muficr. 

In this account of the Roman colonies, 
writers have followed the account of Sigo- 
nius, whofe opinion, in every circumitance 
relating to the Roman hiflory, is of great 
authority. In this particular,, however, it 
happens that the principal pa/Tnge he has 
quoted in fupport of his opinion, is by fome- 
accident ilrangely perverted,. Livy relates, 

lib. xxxiv. c. 42. that the people of Feren- 

tinum, in the year of Rome five hundred and 
fifty-feven, itarted a new pretention, by 

which all Latins who gave their names to b& 

in 
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I. 



State took its laws, not only from the Aflemblies, which were held, 
however irregularly, within the capital, but from military detach- 



ments and armies, when abroad in the field 



16 



Yet, under all thefe 



defects, as we have repeated occafions to obferve, they enjoyed the 



icfcnbed in any Roman colony fhould be 

.ccnSdrred as Roman citizens; but that the 
Senate rejected this claim when offered by 
■perfocs who were annexed to the colonies of 
Purcolf, SaJemum, and Buxentum. Kcvum 
j\: e: tzr.ns a F crsnlixaiibus tcniatwn, at La- 
£:kz, gu: celadon Rtxianem rcni/za dcdijftnt, 
c Vj P.z?xsk: t£ini. Pu:e:J:s f S akrr.urr.que et 

3kxv.'-z:tz aJ'cripi: eclexz, qui ncmina sederunt 

<quzJKch *J ft pro civr&su P.SF.euu: f err mi ; 
Strz'.u: judic&l'ii r.or. tjji czi cives .R.cxzanos. 
There was a diiancb'on between Roman co- 
lonies and colonies of Roman citizens. The 
firft might be Latins, -cr other allies, planted 

• under the authority of the Roman State. 
Tittfecoad were probably citizens. And the 
whole amrunt of this railage was to prove, 
that L-:ins were net to be conliuered as Ro- 
rr.3n citizens, merely becaufe they refided in 
feme ctrlony of Roman citizens. But the 
qootztion of Sigo^ius is a> follows, and gives 
a wonderful per. erfjon to the paiTage in 
-^iiefHcn : Dc amtizua Jure Italic, lib. ii. 
c- 5. •* Qusreafcripti coloni nomine quidem 

*' crant dies Romani, re vero coioni. Tef- 
€! tern pofiulatis : nor. longe abiero. Prefto 
- l efl-Livius cui fcribit, lib. xxxlv. Puteo- 
' c :C5, i-Icmuni cl Baxentum avium Rc* 
<* rzaj:. Adfcrlpri co!oni, qui nomina de- 
•' 4 derar.r cinn cb id fe pro civibus ferrtnt ; 
" Sen£.;u5 judical!? rTon efie eos cives Roma- 
* £ cos; ziJzlzD loco narra; Keren tin ates novum 
cC jus :en;a-Te, at Larini, qui 4a coloniam 
" Ronianam rcmina dediflcot, cives Ro- 
" mr.ni efient." 

The perverCos of this quotation is remark- 
able. Di&reas claufss of the fcme fentence 
are quoted as feparate paiTages in different 
parts of the ruth or. The order of the claufes 
i* £0 placed, that the ufe of the £ril in ex- 



plaining: the fecond is loft, and the words 

eivium Reman, are inferred- The paflagc in 
Livy. averting that even Latins pleaded to be 
admitted as citizens, becaufe they refided in 
fome colony of citizens, proves the reverfc 

of what Sigonius maintains, viz* that* citi- 
zens removing to colonies were disfran- 
chifed. 

The faft 1?, that, in the time of Livy and 
other hiflorian;, the diiiicftion between Ro- 
-man citizens, whether of the city or of the 
colonies, and the other inhabitants of Italy, 
was become a matter of antiquity and of 
.mere canofity ; and therefore is not by them 
fo fully and diftinctly ilated, as not to admit 
-of difpute. The colonics ceafing to attend at 
elections, or in the Aflemblies of the People, 
and not giving in their names at the mufler.% 
fubjeifled them fc Ives to all the effcfls of po- 
fitive exclufion, although it is probable no 
fuch excl ufion had taken place ; for even aliens 
were not excluded by any pofitive law, and 
might be admitted on the rolls at the difcre- 
tion of the oficer who precided over the 
muftcr. Antiquarians, in fearch of ancient 
confutations, fomctimcs fuppofe that rules 
mall have exifted, in order to have the plea- 
• fure of conjecturing what they were. 

rt The Conful C. Marcius, U. C* 398, 
being encamped at Sutrium in Etruria, af- 
fembled his army in their Tribes, vid paffed 
a law to raife the twentieth penny on the 
price cf every flave thnt-fhould be manumit- 
ted. The Senate, being pleafed with the 
tax, confirmed the acl ; but the Tribunes, 
alarmed at the precedent, obtained a refol-u- 
tion, by which it was declared for the future 
to be capital fcr any perfon to propofe any 
law in fuch detached or partial Aflemblies of 
the People (Liv. Jib* vii- c. .16.)., 
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moft envied diflincYion of nations, continual profpcriry, and an al- c ^ ^ K« 
moft uninterrupted fucceflion of ftatefmen and warriors unequalled 
in -the hiftory of mankind. 

In about one hundred years after they began to reft ore their city V. c. 465. 
from the ruins in which it was laid by the Gauls, they extended 

their fovereignty from the faith eft limits of Tufcany on the one fide, 
to the fea of Tarentum and the ftraits of Meffina on the other ; and 
as the contefl of parties at home led to a fucceffion of [political cfta- 
blifhments, their frequent wars fuggefted the policy which they 
adopted refpecTang foreign nations, and the arranger.ient of then- 
national force. 

They had for fome time difcontinued the practice of admitting 
captives into the number of their People; but continued that of extend- 
ing and fecuring their acquifitions, by colonies of their own citizens, 
or of fuch allies as they could moft. fccurely truft. They exacted from 
the cantons of Italy which they vanquished, contributions of fubfift- 
ence and clothing for the benefit of their armies ; and they generally • 
impofed fome condition of this fort as a preliminary to every nego- 
tiation or treaty of peace 

Their forces confifted of native Romans, and of their allies in 
Italy, nearly in equal parts. The legion, fays Livy, had been for- 
merly arrayed in a continued line, or compacted column 18 ; but. in 
the courfe of the wars which led to the conqucft of Italy, car-:;- to 

be formed in divifions, and had different orders of lighi and heavy- 
armed infantry, as well as cavalry. The light- armed infantry were 
called the Velites, and were fuppofed to ply in the Xr<.nr, on the 
flank, or in the rear of the army ; and their fervice wat, to keep 
the heavy-armed foot undifturbed by mifliles till they came into clofe 
action with the enemy, 

17 Liv. lib- viii. c. I. & 2. Lib, ix. c 43. Lib, x. C 5. Sc 37. 

18 Liv. lib. viii, c 8. 

Vol. I. L The 
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The heavy-armed foot confifted of three orders, called the Haftati, 

Principe?, and Trinr:: ; of whom each had its feparate divifions or 

manipules ; and thofe of the different orders were placed in three 
different rows, and at diftances from each other, equal to the front 
of the diviiion. By this difpofition the manipules of the firft and 
fecond row could either act feparately, or, by mutually filling up their 
intervals, could complete the line, leaving the Triarii, in time of action, 
as a body of referve, to fupport the line, or fill up the place of any 
manipule that might be forced by the enemy. And, in order to fa- 
cilitate occafionally this change of difpofition, the divifions of one 
row faced the intervals of the other 19 . They were armed with the 

pilum,. 



15 This account cf the Roman legion is 
r.a; withoc: its diSculties. It appears irra- 
tional to break and difpcrfe the Ih-ength of 
a body in this manner; and Csifar makes 
r.o merricn of any fuch diftinciion of or- 
der: cf the mrinipules, of the ro*s in 
wh::h they were formed, or of the in- 
tervals 2: which they fought. His le- 
gion ccnfiHed of ten cohorts, formed from 
right :o ief: on a cent: nurd front. Polybius, 
however, one of the beit military hiftorians, 
arc hirafelf an eye-witncl's cf the difpofition 
of the Reman legion in aclion, as well as on 
the parade, is very explicit in this account of 
it ; refers to it ir. thedefcription of the Ro- 
man march (Polyb. lib. vi. c. 3S.), in the 
defcription of every battle (Polyb. lib. iii. 
c. 1, a, 3, 4.), and ^Polyb. lib. xv. c. 10 ) 
in f:a::ng the comparative advantages of the 
r.cman iegion and Macedonian phalanx (Po- 
lyb. lib. xrzi. c. 2$.). The phalanx being 
a ccliinan of indefinite depth, clofe ranks, 

ar.£ z continued front, with iances or fpears, 
it v. as impregnable to the ihort fword and 
Iccfc order cf the Romans, fo long as it 
preserved its front enure, and the /pear-man 
made no opening for the Roman foldier to 
eater within the rein: cf his weapon. 

It is obieried iha: the Pvomajis made their 



attack in feparate divifions and at intervals, 
in order to bring on fome irregularity in the 
front of the phalanx, and in order make fome 
openings by which the Roman foldier could 

enter with his fword, and, once within the 

paint of his enemy's fpear, could perform 
great daughter with little refinance (Plutarch,* 

in vi:. P. Emilii. Liv. lib. xliv. c. 41. Ne- 
que ulla evidenticr caufa vi-florix fuit quam, 
quod multa paCim prxiia erant qua; fludtu- 
antes ; turbarant primo, deinde disjectrunt 
phalanges). From this account then it is 
probable, that the Romans did not divide 
their legion into orders and manipules, nor 
fight at intervals, until after they adopted 
the fliort fobbing fword,. which is faid to 
have been originally from Spain ; and that 
they continued to make this difpofition fo 
long only as they had to do with" enemies who 
ufed the fpear and continued front ; that af- 
ter the fecial war in Italv and their own civil 

# 

wars began, they difcon timied the feparate 
manipules, and fought ta ftrengthen them- 
felves againfl an- army like their own, by pre- 
fenting a continued front. Livyaccordingly 
marks the time at which the formation of 
manipules, at intervals, was adopted. Poly- 
bius marks the continuance of it, and Ca?far 
evidently marks the difcon tinuance of ic. It 

is 
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pilum, which was a heavy javelin or fpear to be caft at the enemy, 
and with a Ihort and maffy fword fitted to flrike or to thruil. They 
bore an oblong fhield, four feet high by two and a half feet broad, 
with a helmet, breaftplate, and greaves. 

In the ftructure of thefe weapons and this defenfive armour, the 

Romans confulted at once both the principal caufes of courage in a 
foldier, his confcioufnefs of the means to annoy his enemy, and of a 

power to defend himfelf. And with thefe advantages they continued 

for ages to prevail in moft of their conflicts, and were the model 

which other nations endeavoured to imitate *° in the form of their 

armies and in the choice of their weapons. 

It is underftood in the antiquities of this People, that when they 

were afTembled for any purpofe, whether of ftate or of war, they were 

termed the Army. In their mufters a Plebeian was a foot foldier, 

the Knight a horferaan, and the Legion a mere detachment of the 

whole, draughted for the. year, or embodied for a particular fervice. 
The men, as well as the officers, in the firft period of the Hiftory of 
the Republic, were annually relieved or exchanged ; and even after 
it ceafed to be the pracldce thus annually to relieve the private men, 
and after the fame legions were employed during a fucceffion of fome 
years, yet the People, to the lateft period of the commonwealth, con- 
tinued to form the armies of their country ; and the officer of ftate 
was ftiil underftood to command in virtue of his civil magftracy, or 
in virtue of a military qualification which never failed to accompany 
it. No citizen could afpire to any of the higher offices in the corn- 
is extremely probable, that the Iaft change equally bound, on occafion, to ferve in the 
was one of thofe made by Marius, and -was condition of private foJdiers : And this may 
introduced into the Roman armies in thefo- be one reafon to incline us to afcribe the di(- 
cial war. continuance of this diftribution to Marrus, 

The three orders of Haftati, Principes, and who was a great leveller of ranks. 
Triarii, were extremely proper to mark the 20 Polyb. lib. vi. c. 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 
diftinclion of clafles fubfifting among Roman 22, Z3, 24, 
citizens, who were, neverthelefs, all of them 

L 2 monwealth, 
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men wealth, until he had been inrolled in the Legions, either ten 
years if on horleback, or fixteen years if on foot 5 and, notwith- 
ft-anding the ipecial com millions that were occafionally given for fc- 
paraie objects cf flate or of war, civil and military rank were never 
disjoined. Equal care was taken to furnifh the riling ftatefman and 
warrior with the technical habits of either profeflion ; or rather to in- 

ftrucl: him, by his occaiional application to both, not to miftake the 
fcrrns cf ofrice in either for the bufinefs of flate or of war, nor to reft 
his pretenfiens to command on any accompliihment fliort of that 
iuperior knowledge of mankind, and thofe excellent perfonal qua- 
lities of penetration, fagacity, and courage, which give the perfon 
pofTeiTed of them an afcendant, as a friend or as an enemy, in any 
fcene cr department of human affairs. It may be difficult to deter- 
mine, whether we are to confider the Roman eftablifliment as civil or 
military ; it certainly united, in a very high degree, the advantages of 
both, and-ccntinued longer to blend theprofefiions of ftate and of war 
together, than we are apt to think confident with that propriety of cha- 
racter which we require in each : but to this very circumftance, pro- 
bably, among others, we may lately afcribe, in this diftinguifhed 
republic, the great ability of her councils, and the irrefiflible force 
with which thev were executed 

During a period of about one hundred and twenty years- after the 
rebuilding of Rome, the Romans were engaged in a continual feries 
of wars ; firit with the Latins and with their own colonies, who 
vrifhed to ci fen gage themfelves from fo unequal an alliance; after- 
wards with the Ktrufcans on the one hand, and with the Samnites, 

Companions, and Tarentines on the other. They quarrelled with 
the Samnites iirir. in behalf of the Campanians, who, in order to ob- 
tain their protection, made a furrender of themfelves and of all their. 

" Pc-Vb. lib. vr. c. 

■ 
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pofTelTions. This act of furrender they afterwards had occafioa to 
enforce againft the Campanians themfelves, who endeavoured,, when 
too late, to recover their liberties. 

The Samnites were a fierce nation, inhabiting that tract of the 

Appenines which extends from the confines of Latium to thofc of 
Apulia ; and who, to the advantages of their mountainous fituation, 
joined fome fmgular and even romantic inftitutions winch enabled 
them, during ahov? forty years, from the time at which their wars 
with the Romans began, to maintain the. conteft. 23 , and to keep the 
balance of power in fufpencc. 

During the dependence of this quarrel, the Roman armies frcr 

quently penetrated into Lucania and Apulia, and before they had rer 
duced the Samnites, were known as protectors and allies, or had 
forced their paflage as conquerors to the fouthern extremities of 
Italy. And the State itfelf, under a variety of titles, was in reality 
the head, or held a fpecies of fovereignty over all the nations who 
occupied that part of the peninfuhu 

The city of Tarentum, the moil powerful of the Greek fettlements 
in this quarter, having neglected her military eftablifhments in pro- 
portion as fhe advanced in the arts of peace, was alarmed at the near 

approach of the Romans, and applied for protection to Pyrrhus the u 
king of Epirus, at that time greatly drftinguifhed among the military 
adventurers of Macedonia and Greece. They wiflied to employ the 
military fkill of this prince, without being expofed to fall a prey to 
his ambition ; and invited him to come, without any army of his 
own, to take the command of their people, whofe numbers they 

21 Of this fort it is mentioned, [hat ten mixed with checks and Jifgraces more re- 

of the fjireil: of one fex were annually felecled markable than any they haj received in the 

as prizes to be won by the brave ft and moll comfe of their wars with any other nation. . 

deferving of the other. Strabo, lib. v. fin. Florus, lib. i. c. 16. 
The Samnites furnilhed Roman generrls with 23 Liv. lib. x, c. 51. 
the fubjeft of twenty-four triumphs, but 

magnified-.'. 
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magnified, in order to induce him to accept of their offer. But, like 
moft foreign military protectors, he appears to have had, together 
with, many fchemes of ambition againft thofe on whom he made war, 

fome defigns likewife on the State he was brought to defend. With 
this double intention he did not rely on the forces of Tarentum, but 
pafTed into Italy at the head of a numerous army, formed on the 
model of the MacedonianSj and accuftomed to fervice in the wars of 
that country and of Greece. 

This is the firil enemy whofe forces can be conHdered as a known 
meafure, with which to compare, or by which we can eftimate, the 
power and military attainments of the Romans. They had been 
victorious in Italy, but the character and prowefs of the enemies they 
had vanquimed are unknown. This prince knew the arts of war as 

they were practifed in Macedonia and in Greece, and was reputed 

■ 

one cf the firlt captains cf that or any other age **• He accordingly 

prevailed over the Romans in fome of their firft encounters; but 
found that partial victories did not fubdue this people, nor decide 

the conteft. Having vaft fchemes of ambition in Sicily and Africa, 
as well as in Italy, he fuddenly iufpended his operations againft the 
Romans, to comply with an invitation he received from Syracufe, to 

poflefs himfelf of that kingdom in behalf of his fon, who had fome 

pretenfions to it in the right of Agathocles, from whom he was 

defcended. 

In order to purfue this object, he endeavoured to obtain a peace or 
ceflation of arms in Italy ; but was told, that, in order to treat with 
the Romans, he mull evacuate their country and return to his own 1S , 

** PyTrhns, j; is faid, was ftrnck with the ground ; but the Romans, trufting only to 

military afpecfc cf the Romans, and admired their artificial work?, pitched on the plain, 

in particular rhc form ct" their encampments, and always encamped in the fame form. 

The Greeks always endeavoured to avail Plutarch in vit. Pyn hi. 

thcinfelves of natural frrengths, and accom- 15 Liv. Epitome, lib. xiii. Plutarch in 

-tHcdatea the cifpofttion of Uieir camp to the vit. Pyrrh. 

i With 
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With this anfwer he palled into Sicily ; and after fome operations C 
which were fuccefsful, though not fufriciently fupportcd by his par- 
tizans in that country to obtain the end of his expedition, he returned 
- again into Italy for the defence of Tarentum ; but found that during 
his abfence the Romans had made a considerable progrefs, and were 
in condition to repay the defeats they had fuffered in the beginning 
of the war. Having brought this matter to the proof in feveral en- 
counters, he committed the defence of Tarentum to one of his of- 
ficers ; and after this fruit lefs attempt to make conquefts beyond the 
Ionian Sea, in which he had employed fix years, he returned to. his 

own country.- 

The Romans continuing the war againft Tarentum, in about U. C. 
two years after the departure of Pyrrhus from Italy, made them- 
felves mailers of the place. Here, it is mentioned, they found, 
for the firft time, the plunder of an opulent city, containing the 

models of elegant workmanfliip in the fine arts, and the appa- 
ratus of an exquifite luxury. " In former times," "fays Florus, u the 
" victorious generals of Rome exhibited in their triumphs herds of 
" cattle driven from the Sabines and the Volfci, the empty cars of 
" the Gauls,, and broken arms of the Samnites : . but in that which . 

" was ihewn for the conqueft of Tarentum, the proceffion was led 
** by Theflalian and Macedonian captives, followed with carriages 
" loaded, with precious -furniture, with pictures, ftatues, plate, and 
" other - ornaments of filver and gold "V* Spoils which, we may 
guefs, in the firft exhibition of them, were valued at Rome more 
as the public trophies of victory, than felt as the baits of private 
avarice, or the objects of a mean admiration. The Roman citi- 
zen as yet Jived content in his cottage, furnifhed in the rudefr. 

manner ; and he fubfifted on the fimpleft fare, the produce of his 

? Florus, lib. i. c. 1 8. 

own 
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ovrn Lbour. Curiu: Dentatu?, the Conful who obtained this tri- 
umph, having the offjr cf fifty jx^rc as a reward from the public 
for his fervice?, would accept of no more than leven. This, he faid, 

is the ordinary portion of a citizen, and that peribn muft be an un- 
worthy member of the common wealth who can wifii for more **• 

From the r:dui:ion of Tarentum the Romans may be confidcrcd 

as the iovereigns of Italy, although their dominion was extremely ill 

defined, either in refpect to its nature or to its extent. They but in 

a few inftances laid claim to abfolute fovereicrnty, and leaf! of all 

over thefe who w ere moft fubmiinve to their power. It was their 

maxim to ipare the obicquior.s, but to crufh the proud 17 ; an artful 

profemon, by which, under the pretences of generality and magna- 
nimity, they ftatcd themfelves as the fovereign nation. Under this 

preiumptuous maxim their friend lhip was to be obtained by fub- 

mimon alone ; and was, no lei's than their enmity, fatal to thofe who 

embraced it. The title cf ally was, for the moll part, no more than 

a lpecious name, under which they difguifcd their dominion, and 

under which they availed themfelves of the ftrength and refources 

cf other nations, with the lead poflible alarm to their jealoufy or 

pride. 

With the Latins thev had earlv formed an alliance offenfive and 
defeniive, in which the parties mutually fiipulated the number of 

-troops to be furnifhed by each ; the refpe&ive (hares which each was 



A Rcmsn ci::ren :n this period might, 
by the la* cf Lirinizf, h-i's an efhte of five 
hundred jxrera, or a bo at three hundred acres ; 
faj: the ordinary patrimony cf a noble family 
was prababiy raj below this neafjre; and 
the Ic: of a citizen ir the new colonies f^idom 
execeied feven jugera* The people were 
lodged in colleges an : flept on ft: aw (P3:n. 
lib. x;:::- c- 5* Cicer. pro RcIjo, VaL Max. 
lib. l\\ c. 3.). The Roznans, till a little 



before the fiege of Tarenium, had no cola 
but copper, and eiliwreJ considerable fums 
more commonly by the 'tead of CPttlc thou 
by money. They coined iilver for the fiift 
time U. C 52*. Gold was known ns a pre- 
cious material, and was fometimes joined 
with oxen in the reward of dilunguifhed fer- 
vices. Liv. lib. iv. c. 50. Ibid, Epitome, 

lib. xv. 

17 Parcere fubjeclos & debellare fuperbos. 
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to have in the fpoils of their common enemies, and the manner of 
adj ufling any difputes that might arife between them. This was the 
league which the Latins were fuppefed to' have fo frequently broken, 

and of which the Romans fo often exacted the obfervance by 

force " 8 . 

In the firft flrugglea which they made to reftore their fettlcment 

*-clcftroycd by the Gauls, and in the fubfequcnt wars they had to 

maintain, during a hundred years, in fupport of their new eflablifh- 

ment, different cantons of thefe original confederates, as well as 
many of their own colonies, had taken very different parts, and in 

/the treaties which enfued, obtained, or were fentenced to, different 
conditions ; forr * were admitted to the freedom of Rome, and par- 
took in the prerogative of Roman citizens. A few were, by their 

- own choice, in preference to the character of Roman citizens, per- 
mitted to retain the independency of their towns, and were treated 
as allies. Others, under pretence of being admitted to the freedom 
of Rome, though without the right of fuffrage, were deprived of 
their corporation eftablifliments, and with the title of Citizens, treated 

as fubjects. A few were governed in form by a military power, and 
by a Prefect or Magiftrate annually fent from Rome i? . 



" s Dionyf. Hal. lib. vi. p. 4:5. Li v. lib. form a party againft their new matters; ani 

vi. c. 10. lib. xx. c. 43. being defeated in their attempts to recover 

* 9 The city of Capua, together with its their independence, were treated with the 
diftricl of Campania, was the firft example of feverity that is commonly employed againft 
a provincial government eftablilhed by the rebel fubjefts. Their Senate v.v.d papular 
Romans in any of their conquefts. The a/Tembly, under pretence of iupprefiiu^ fe- 
Campanians, in order to be protected againft minaries of faclion, were abo isheJ, and a 
- the Samnitcs, had delivered thcmfelves up to Prafeft or . Gov rn or ronually appointed 
the Romans, But they foon after became (Li v. lib. ix\ c. 20 ). A iimi'ar courfe, un- 
fenfible of their foily, '*n trufting their de- der the fame pretence, was U -ifict taken 
fence to any force but their own, or in re- with Antrim (Li". i : H. : y. r. .}. This 
figning their power as a State, with a view had been the priu-'pa! f. . -j.. re. u.:c Volfci, 
to preferve any thing elfc. When they per- and long the hf-A ef ,v j/r.luabie con- 
ceived this error, they endeavoured, in con- binations again:: the P^;r.^..j. 
junction with fomc of their neighbours, to 

Vox. L M From 
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From this unequal treatment arofe the variety of conditions by 
which the natives of Italy were diftinguiihed, as Colonies, -Munici- 
pal Towns, Allies, Prefectures, or Provincial Governments, until 
about 181 years after this date, when, as will be mentioned in 

the fequel, the whole was put upon the fame footing by the ge- 
neral admiffion of all the Italians upon the rolls of the Roman 
People. 
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CHAP. IV. 

L hmts of Italy. Contiguous Nations. Ligurians. ■ Gauls. 

Greek and Phoenician Colonies of Gaul and Spain. Nations of 

Illyricum. Of Greece. Acbaan League. Thebans. 



Athenians. Afiatic Nations. Pergamus. Syria. 

Egypt. Carthage. The Mamcr tines of Meffina. Oca fen 

of the firf War with Carthage. Loffcs of the Parties. 

Peace. State of the Romans. Political or Civil In/lit utions. 

Colonies. Mtflcrs. Operation 011 the Coin. Incrcafe 

of the Slaves. Gladiators. Different Refults of the War at 

Rome and Carthage. Mutiny and Invafton of the Mercenaries 

at Carthage. End of this War. CeJJion of Sardinia. 

War with the Jllyria'is. Firft Correspondence of Rome with 

Greece. 



S the Romans, at the time to which our laft obfervations refer, chap. 
were become the fovereigns of Italy, or, by their afcendant in IVt 



A 

fo powerful a country, were enabled to a£t a diftinguifhed part among u - c. 461. 
the nations around it ; it is proper in this place to carry our ob- 
fervations beyond the boundaries of that Peninfula, and enumerate the 
powers that were then eftabliihed on different fides of it, or beyond 
the narrow feas by which it was furrounded. 

Italy was not then fuppofed to comprehend the whole of that tract 
which has in later times been known under this name. Being 
bounded, as at prefent, on the South and Eaft by the feas of Sicily 
and the bay of Tarentum, it extended no further to the North-weft 
than to the Arnus on the one hand, and to the Rubicon on the other. 

Beyond thefe limits the weftern coafts were inhabited by a number 
of tribes, which, under the name of Ligurians, occupied the defcents 

M 2 of 
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of the Appenines and the South of the Alps quite to the fea-fhorcv 
On the other fide of the Appenines, from Senegallia to the Alps, the 
rich and extenfive plains on both fides of the Po were in the poffef- 

fion of Gauliih nations, vrho were faid, fome centuries before, to 

have pa-Ted the mountains, and who were then actually fpread over 

a fertile tract of mere than twelve hundred miles in circumference. 
Thev confifted of nine different horde?, that were fuppofed to have 
pafTed the Alps at different times. Of thefe the Laultbecii, Infubres, 
Cenomani, and Veneti occupied the northern banks of the Po, in- • 
eluding what are now the Hates of iViikn, Venice, and other parts 
cf Lcmbardy on that fide of the river. The Anianes, Boil, iEgones, 
and Senones, were fettled to the fouthward, from the Po to the de- 
fcents of the Appenines, and on the coafte of the Hadriatic to Se- 
negallia, over what are now the ftates of Parma, Modena, Bologna, 
and Urbino. In this favourable fituation they appear to have abated 

much of their native ferocity, though without acquiring, in any 
ccnfiderable degree, the arts that improve the conveniences of 
life. Thev fed chieflv on the milk or the flefh of their cattle, and 
were occupied entirely in the care of their arms and of their herds. 
Bv thefe, and the ornaments of gold, of which they were extremely 
fond, they eftimated their riches. They were divided into Tribes 
or Cantons, and lived in cottages huddled together, without any: 
form of towns cr of villages. The leader of every horde was dis- 
tinguished by his retinue, and valued himfelf chiefly on the number of, 
kis followers. They had made frequent encroachments on the ftates 
of Etruria and Umbria, but were met at laft, and ftopped in their pro- 

crrefs, bv the Romans- Such of them as were fettled within the Ru- 
bicon, and from thence to Senegallia, had, about three years before, 
the arrival of Pyrrhus in Italy, been obliged to acknowledge the 
authority of the Roman State \ 

1 Pdyb. lib. ii. c. 17. 19. 29* 

The 

■ 
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The coafts of the Mediterranean, to the weftward of Italy, had been 
known to the nations of Greece and of Aha, and had received many 
colonies from thence, which formed trading fettlcmcnts, and re- 
mained altogether diftinct from the natives. Such were the Greek 
colonies at Marfcilles, Emporia?, Saguntum, and the Tyrian colony 
at Gadcs on the coaft'of the ocean. On the other fide of Italy, and 
round the Hadriatic, were fettled a number of fmall nations, the 

Iftrians, Dalmatians, and Illyrians ; of which, at the time when the 

Romans became acquainted with the. navigation of this gulf, the 
Illy nans, being the chief or principal power, extended call ward to 
the confines of Macedonia. 

Alexander the Great had finiflied the career of his victories about U. C. 

fixty years before this date. His hereditary dominions, as well as 
his pcrfonal conquefts, were difmembercd, and become the patri- 
mony of officers, who had learned under him to affect the majefty 
and the power of king?. Macedonia was governed by Antigonus 
Dozon, who, together with the principality of Pella, held under his 

dependence Epirus, Theflaly, and Greece, to the ifthrfius of Cor inth. 
He had contended with Pyrrhus, the late invader of Italy, for part 
of this territory ; and, by the death of this adventurer, was now in 
pofTeffion of the whole. 

On one part of the coaft of the Ionian Sea, and on the Gulf of Co- 
rinth, were fettled the Etolians, who, during the profperity of Greece, 
had been an-obfeure and barbarous horde ; but had now, by the con- 
federacy of a number of cantons, laid many diftricts around them 
under contribution, and acted a diitinguiflied. part in the wars and 
tranfadtions that followed. 

On the other fide of the Gulf of Corinth a fimilar confederacy 
was formed by- the Achaean league. The name of Achaa, in the 
fabulous ages, was the moft general denomination of Greeks. When 
other names, of Dorians and Ionians, of Athenians and Sparta n*, 

became 
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became more diftlnguiflied, the name of Achseans was appropri- 
ated to the tribes who occupied the fea-coaft, or the Gulf of Co- 
rinth, from Elis to Sicyon. On this tract twelve little cantons, 
Dymse, Phara, Trittca, Rhipes, Thafium, Patrx, Pellene, iEgium, 
Bura, Carynia, Olenos, and Hellice \ having changed their go- 
vernment from principalities to republics, formed themfelves into 
a league for their common defence. Hellice had been, from time 
immemorial, the feat of their affembly ; but this place having been 

overwhelmed by an inundation of the fea, their meetings were tranf- 
ferred to jE^ium. 

In the more famous times of Sparta, Athens, and Thebes, thefe 
little cantons being fituated on a poor and rocky more, without 
{hipping and without harbours *, were of no confideration in the 
hirtory of Greece ; they took no part in the defence of that country 

from the invafions of Darius, or of Xerxes, or in the divifions that 
followed under the hoflile banners of Sparta and of Athens. They 
began, however, to appear in fupport of the liberties of Greece 
againft Philip the father of Alexander, and partook with the other 
Greeks in the defeat which they received from that prince at Chse- 
ronea, and in all its confequences. Their league was accordingly 
difTolved by the conqueror, and fome of their cantons feparately 
annexed to the Macedonian monarchy. But about the time that 
Pyrrhus invaded Italy, Dymse, Patrse, Pharae, and Tritasa found an 
opportunity to renew their ancient confederacy. They were joined 

in about five years afterwards by the canton of iEgium, and fuc- 
cefEvely by thofe of Bura and Carynia. Thefe, during a period of 

about twenty years, continued to be the only parlies in this famous 

league. They had a general congrefs, at which they originally 

elected two annual officers of ftate, and a common fecretary. They 

* Pacfenias, lib. vii. c. 6. a Plutarch, inVit. Arat.p. 321. 
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afterwards committed the executive power to one officer; and, under 
the famous Aratus of Sicyon, united that republic, together with 
Corinth and Megara, to their league 7 . 

About the time when the Romans became matters of Tarentum, 
this combination was become the moft confiderable power of the 
Peloponnefus, and affected to unite the whole of it under their ban- 
ners; but Sparta, though greatly fallen from the fplcndor of her 

ancient difcipline and power, was ftill too proud, or too much un- 
der the direction of her ambitious leaders, to fuffer herfelf to be 
abforbed in this upftart confederacy ; fhe continued for fome time 
its rival, and was at laft the caufe, or furniflied the occafion, of its 
fall. 

The Thebans and Athenians, though ftill pretending to the dig- 
nity of independent nations, were greatly reduced, and. ready to 
become the prey of any party that was fufficiently powerful to reach 

them, by breaking through the other barriers that were ftill oppofed 
to the conqueft of Greece. 

In Afia, a confiderable principality was formed round the city of 
Pergamus, and bore its name. Syria was become a mighty kingdom, 
extending from the coafts of Ionia to Armenia and Perfia. This 

kingdom had been formed by Seleucus Nicanor t a principal officer 
in the army of Alexander, and it was now in the pofTefiion of his 
fon, Antiochus Soter. 

Egypt, in the fame manner* had paffied from the firft Ptolemy to 

his fon Philadelphus, who, upon the expulfion of Pyrrhus from 

Italy, had entered into a correfpondence with the Romans. This. 

kingdom included the ifland of Cyprus ; and, having fome provinces 
on the continent of Afia, extended from Cado-Syria, of which the 

dominion was ftill in conteft with Antiochus, to the defarts of Ly- 

3 Polyb. lib. ii. c. 3. and Paufanias, lib. viu 

bia 
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bijt on the well and on the fouth. Beyond thefe deiarts, and almoft 
oppofite to the ifland of Sicily, lay the famous republic of Carthage, 

which was now pckTeUed of a confiderable territory, furrounded by 
the petty African monarchies, out of trhich the great kingdom of 
Xumidla was afterwards formed. 

The chv of Carthage is faid to have been founded about a hun- 
ared years earlier than Rome, and was now junqueRionably farther 

advanced in the commercial and lucrative arts, and fuperior in 
every refource to Rome, beiides that which is derived from the 
national character, and which is the confequenee of public virtue. 

In refpecc to mere form, the confiitution of both nations wag- 
nearly alike. They had a fenate and popular afiemblies, and an- 
nually elected two officers of ft ate for the fuprcme direction of 
their civil and military aftairs * ; and even at Carthage the depart- 
ments of Mate were fo fortunately balanced, as to have Rood for 
ages the fheck of corrupt factions, without having fufTered any 
fatal revolution, or without falling into either extreme of anarchy 
or tyrannical usurpation, The frequent profpecl indeed, which the 

Carthaginians had, cf incurring thefe evils, joined to the influence 
of a barbarous fuperftition, which reprefented the gou> as delighted 
with human facririces, probably rendered their government in fo high 
a degree inhuman and cruel. Under the fanguinary policy of this 
ftate, cSicers were adjudged, for miftakes or want of capacity, as well 
as for cri me>, to expire on the crofs, or were condemned to fome 
ether horrible puniihment equally odious and unjuft 5 . 

The Carthaginians being like Tyre, of which they were fuppofed 
to be a colony, fettled on a peninfula, and at iirft without fufiicicnt 
land or territory to maintain any ccnfiderable numbers of people, 

diey aprlied themfelves to fuch arts as might prccu.e a fubiiilence 

* Ar::lob. Poll:, lib. ii. c. n. -' Orofiusj iib. iv. c. 5. 
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from abroad ; and became, upon the deftru&Jon of Tyre, trie prin- 
cipal merchants and carriers to all the nations inhabiting the coafts of 
the Mediterranean Sea. Their fituation, fo convenient for (hipping, 
was extremely favourable to this purfuit ; and their fuccefs in it foon 

put them in poffeflion of a territory by which they became a landed 
as well as a naval power. They vifited Spain, under pretence of giving 
fupport and afliftance to the city of Gades, which, like thcmfelves, 
was a colony from Tyre. They became mailers of Sardinia, and 
had confiderable porTeflions in Sicily, of which they were extremely 
defirous to feize the whole. From every part of their acquifitions 
they endeavoured to derive the profit of merchants, as well as the 
revenue of fovereigns. 

In this republic, individuals had amafied great fortunes, and efti- 
mated rank by their wealth. A certain eftate was requifite to qualify 
any citizen for the higher offices of ftate; and, in the canvas for 
elections, every preferment, whether civil or military, was venal 6 . 
Ambition itfelf, therefore, became a principle of avarice, and every 
Carthaginian, in order to be great, was intent to be rich. Though 
the interefts of commerce mould have inculcated the defire of peace, 
yet the influence of a few leading men in the ftate, and even the 
fpirit of rapacity which pervaded the people, the neceflity to which 
they were often reduced of providing fettlements abroad for a po- 
pulace who could not be eafdy governed at home, led them fre- 
quently into foreign wars, and even engaged them in projects of con- 
quer!:. But notwithftanding this circumftance, the community ftifled 

or negle&ed the military character of their own citizens, and had per* 
petual recourfe to foreigners, whom they trufted with their arm?, 
and made the guardians of their wealth. Their armies, for the moft 
part, were compofed of Numidians, Mauritanians, Spaniards, Gauls, 

• Polyb. lib. vi. c. 54, 

Vol. I. N and 
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and fugitive Saves from every country around them. They were 

among the few nations of the world who had the ingenuity, or rather 
the misfortune, to make war without becoming military, and who 

could be victorious abroad, while they were expofed to be a prey to 
the meaner! invader at home. 

Under this wretched policy, however, the firft offices of truft and 
command being referred for the natives, though the character of the 
people in general was mean and illiberal, yet a few, being defcended 

of thole who had enjoyed the higher honours of the ftate, inherited 

the characters of ftatefmen and warriors ; and, inftead of fuffering 

by the contagion of mercenary characters, they derived lb me additional 

elevation of mind from the contrail of manners they were taught to 
defpiie. And thus, though the State, in general, was degenerate, a few 

of its members were qualified for great affairs. War, and the other 

objects of ftate, naturally devolved on fuch men, and occafionally 

rendered them neceffary to a fedentary or corrupted people, who, in 

ordinary times, were difpofed to flight their abilities, or to diftrulr. 
their power. They became unfortunately a party for war in the 
councils of their country, as thofe who were jealous of them became,, 
with frill lefs advantage to the public, a party for peace ; or, when, 
at war, a parry who endeavoured to embarrafs the conduct of 
it ; and, under the effects of misfortune, were ever ready to pur- 
chafe tranquillity by the moft fiiameful and dangerous concef- 
fions. 

Carthage being miflrefs of the fea, was already long known on 
the ccafts of Italy : Ihe had treaties fubfifting with the Romans 
above two hundred vears, in which they mutually fettled the limits 
of their navigation, and the regulations of their trade. And the Ro- 
man?, as parties in rhefe treaties, appear to have had intercourfe 
with foreign nations by fea, earlier than is ftated in the other parts 
cf their hiftory. 

? In 
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In the firft of tliofe treaties, which is dated in the consulate of c *j A p - 

1 V i 



L. Junius Brutus and M. Horatius, the firft year of the Common- 
wealth, the Romans engaged not to advance on the coaft of Africa, 
nnlefs they were forced by an enemy, or by ftrefs of weather, beyond 
the Fair Promontory, which lay about twenty leagues to the weft- 
ward of .the Bay of Carthage. 

It was agreed, that, even in thefe circumftances, they mould re- 
main no longer than five days, and fupply themfelves only with 

what might be necefiary to relit their veffels, or to furnifh them 

with victims for the ufual facrifices performed at fea. But that in 
Sardinia, and even in Africa, to the weft of this boundary, they 
fhould be at liberty to trade and to difpofe of their merchandize 
without paying any duties befides the fees of the crier and clerk of 
fale ; and that the public faith mould be pledged for the payment 
of the price of all goods fold under the infpe&ion of thefe officers. 

That the ports of Sicily fhould be equally open to both nations. 

That the Carthaginians, on their part, fhould not commit any 
hoftilities on the coaft of Latium^ nor molcft the inhabitants of Ar- 
chea, Antium, Laurentium, Circeii, Terracina, or of any other place 
in alliance with the Romans 5 that they fhould not attempt to erect 
any fortrefs on that coaft ; and that, if they fliould land at any time 

with an armed force, they fhould not, upon any account whatever, 
remain a night on fhore. 

By a fubfequent treaty, in which the ftates of Utica and Tyre 

are comprehended as allies to both parties, the former articles are 

renewed with additional limitations to the navigation and trade of 
the Romans, and with fome extenfion to that of the Carthaginians. 
The latter, for inftance, are permitted to trade on the coaft of La- 

tium, and even to plunder the natives, provided they put the Ro- 
mans in pofTeffion of any ftrong-holds they fhould feize on fhore ; 

N 2 and 
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and provided they fhould releafe, without ranfom, fuch of the allies 
of the Romans as became their prifoners. 
C. C. 474. Upon the arrival of Pyrrhus in Italy, with an armament which 

equally alarmed both nations, the Romans and Carthaginians again 

renewed their treaties with an additional article, in which they 
agreed mutually to fupport each other againft the defigns of that 
prince, and not to enter into any feparate treaty with him incon- 
fiftent with this defeniive alliance : and further ftipulated, that, in 
the wars which were expected with this enemy, the Carthaginians, 

whether as principals or auxiliaries, fhould furnifh the whole /hip- 
ping, both tranfports and armed gallies ; but that the expence of 
every armament fhould be defrayed at the charge of that party in 

whole behalf it was employed 7 . 

In obfervance probably of the laft of thefe treaties, and by mutual 

concert, though with confiderable jealoufy and diftruft of each other, 

the forces of thefe nations combined in reducing the garrifon which 

Pyrrhus had left at Tarentum. Each had their feparate defigns on 

the place; and when its fate was determined, from thenceforward 
confidered the other as their moil dangerous rival for dominion and 
power. Pyrrhus, even when they were joined in alliance againft 
himfelf, is faid to have forefeen their quarrels, and to have pointed 
at the ifland of Sicilv as the nrft fcene of their contefL 

The Carthaginians were already in poffeffion of Lylibseum, and 

of other pofts on this ifland, and had a defign on the whole. The 

Romans were in fight of it ; and, by their poffeffion of Rhegium > 
commanded one fide of the Straits. The other fide was occupied 
by the Mamertines, a race of Italian extraction, who, being placed 
at Meffina by the king of Syracufe to defend that flation, barba- 
roufly murdered the citizens, and took poffeffion of their habitations 
and effects. 

7 Polyb. lib. in. c. 3. 

This 
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This horrid action was afterwards imitated by a Roman legion polled 
at Rhegium during the late wars in Italy : thefe likewife murdered 
their hofts, and feized their poffeffions ; but were punifhed by the Ro- 
mans, for this act of cruelty and treachery, with the moft exemplary 

rigour. They were conducted in chains to Rome, fcourged, and be- 
headed by fifties at a time. The crime of the Mamertines was refented 

by the Sicilians in general with a like indignation; and the authors of it 
were purfued, by Hiero king of Syracufe in particular, with a generous 
and heroic revenge. They were, at length, reduced to fuch diftrefs^ 
that they were refolved to furrender themfelves to the firfl power that 
could afford them protection. But, being divided in their choice,, 
one party made an offer of their fubmhTion to the Carthaginians, 
the other to the Romans. The latter fcrupled to protect a crime of 

which they had fo lately punifhed an example in their own people V 
And, while they hefitated on the propofal, the Carthaginians, fa- 
voured by the delay of their rivals, and by the neighbourhood of 
their military ftations, got the ftart of their competitors, and were 
received into the town of Me/Tina. 

This unexpected advantage gained by a power of which they were 
jealous, and the danger of f offering a rival to command the palTage of 

the Straits, removed the fcruples of the Romans ; and the officer who 
commanded their forces in the contiguous parts of Italy, had orders to 
aflemble all the fhipping that could be found on the coaft from Ta- 
rentum to Naples, to pals with his army into Sicily, and endeavour 
to difpoflefs the Carthaginians from the city of Meflina. 

As foon as this officer appeared in the road with a force fo much, 
fuperior to that of his rivals, the party in the city, that favoured the 
admiflion of the Romans, took arms, and forced the Carthaginians to* 
evacuate the place 9 . 



Polyb. lib, i. c. 10. 



9 Ibid. lib. i-c. izv- 
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Here commenced the firft Punic war, about ten years after the 
departure of Pyrrhus from Italy, eight years after the furrender of 
Tarentuiru and in the four hundred and ninetieth year of Rome. 
In this war, the firft object of either party was no more than to fe- 
cure the pofleflion of Meflina, and to command the pafTage of the 
Straits which feparate Italy from Sicily; but their views were gradually 
extended to objects of more importance, to the fovereignty of that 
iHand, and the dominion of the feas. 

The conteft between them was likely to be extremely unequal. 
On the one fide appeared the refources of a great nation, collected 
from extenfive dominions, a great naval force, Handing armies, 
and the experience of diftant operations. On the other, the ferocity 
cr valour of a imall State, hitherto exerted only againft their neigh- 
bours of Italy, who, though fubdued, were averfe to fubjection, 
and in no condition to furnifh the neceffary fupplies for a diftant 
war ; without commerce or revenue, without any army but what 

was annually formed by detachments from the people, and without 

any officers beiides the ordinary magistrates of the city ; in fhort, 
without any naval force, or experience of naval or diftant operations. 

Notwithftanding thefe unpromifing appearances on the fide of the 
Romans, the commanding alpect of their firft defcent upon Sicily 
procured them not only the pofTeflion of Meflina, but foon after de- 
termined Hiero, the king of Syracufe, hitherto in alliance with the 
Carthaginians, to efpoufe their caufe, to fupply their army with pro- 
vifions, and afterwards to join them with his own. Being thus rein- 
forced by the natives of Sicily, they were enabled to recal part of the 
force with which they began the war ; continued, though at a lefs 

expence, to act on the offenfive ; and drove the Carthaginians from 
many of their important Stations in the ifland " 



10 Poh b, lib. i. 
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While the arms of the Romans and of Hiero were victorious on 
more, the Carthaginians continued to be matters of the fea, kept 
pofTeflion of all the harbours in Sicily, overawed the coafts, ob~ 
ftruded the military convoys from Italy, and alarmed that country 
itfelf with frequent defcents. It was evident, that, under thefe dif- 
ad vantages, the Romans could neither make nor preferve any ma- 
ritime acquifitions ; and h was neceflary, either to drop the conteft 
in yielding the fea, or to endeavour, on that element likewife, to 
cope with their rival. Though not altogether, as hiflorians repre- 

fent them, unacquainted with fhipping, they were certainly inferior 
to the Carthaginians in the art of navigation, and altogether unpro- 
vided with fhips of force. Fortunately for them, neither the art of 
failing, nor that of conftructing fhips, was yet arrived at fuch a dcr- 
gree of perfection as not to be eafily imitated by nations who had any 

experience or practice of the fea. VefTels of the belt conftruction 
that was then known were fit to be navigated only with oars, or in 

a fair wind and on a imooth fea. They might be built of green 
timber; and, in cafe of a ftorm, could run afhore under any cover,, 
or upon any beach that was clear of rocks. Such fhips as thefe the 
Romans, without hefitation, undertook to provide. Having a Car- 
thaginian galley accidentally ftranded at Meflina for a model, it is 
faid, that, in fixty days from the time that the timber was cut down, 

they fitted out and manned for the lea one hundred gallies of five 
tier of oars, and twenty of three tier. VefTels of the firft of thefe 

rates carried three hundred rowers, and two hundred fighting men. 

The manner of applying cheir oars from fb many tiers, and a mucrl 
greater number which they fometimes employed, has jmtly appeared 
a great difficulty to the mechanics and antiquarians of modern times,, 
and is confefTedly not well underftood. 

The Romans, while their gallies were building, trained their 
rowers to the oar on benches that were erected on. the beach, and 

placed; 
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B 0 0 £. -placed in the form of thofe of the real galley 11 . Being fenfible that 




the enemy mull be ilill greatly fuperior in the management of their 

mips and in the quicknefs of their motions, they endeavoured to 

deprive them of this advantage, by preparing to grapple, and to 
bind their veiTels together. In this condition the men might engage 
on equal terms, fight from their ftages or decks as on lblid ground, 
and the Roman buckler and {word have the fame effect as on fhore. 

With an armament fo conftructed, ftill inferior to the enemy, and 
even unfortunate in its firft attempts, they learned, by perfeverance, 
to vanquifh the mafters of the fea on their own element ; and not 
only protected the coafts of Italy, and fupported their operations in 
Sicily, but, with a powerful fleet of three hundred and thirty fail, 
overcame at fea a fuperior number of the enemy, and carried the 
war to the gates of Carthage 

On this occafion took place the famous adventure of Regulus ; 
who being fuccelsful in his firft operations, gave the Romans fome 
hopes of conqueft in Africa : but they were checked at once by the 

L". C. *9?. defeat of their army, and the captivity of their general. This event 

removed the feat of the war again into Sicily; and the Romans, flill 
endeavouring to maintain a naval force, fuffered fo many loffes, and 
incurred fo many difafters by ftorms, that they were, during a cer- 
tain period of the war, diigufted with the fervice at fea, and fecmed 

- 

to drop all pretenfions to power on this element. The experience 
of a few years, however, while they endeavoured to continue their 
operations by land without any fupport from the fea, made them 
fenfible of the neceflity they were under of reftoring their fhipping ; 

and thev did fo with a refolution and vigour which enabled them 
once more to prevail over the fuperior fkill and experience of their 



enemy. 



" Polyb. lib. i. c. 20, 21. Polyb. lib i. c. 27. 

In 
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this ruinous conteft both parties made the utmoll: efforts, and the 
3noft uninterrupted exertion of their forces. Taking the forces of 
both fides, in one naval engagement, five hundred gallies of five tier 
of oars, with two hundred and fifty thoufand men, and in another, 
{even hundred gallies, with three hundred and fifty thoufand men, 
were brought into action 13 ; and in the courfe of thefe druggies the 
Romans loft, either by tempers or by the hands of the enemy, feven 
hundred gallies ; their nnragonifts, about five hundred ,+ . In the refult 
of thefe deftruftive encounters, the Carthaginians, beginning to balance 
the inconveniencies which attended the continuance of war againft 
the conceffions that were neceffary to obtain peace, came to a refo- u - c - s l2i 
lution to accept of the following terms : 

That they mould evacuate Sicily, and all the iflands from thence 
to Africa : 

That they mould not for the future make war on Hiero king of 

Syracufe, nor on any of his allies : 

That they fhould releafe all Roman captives without any ranfom : 

And within twenty years pay to the Romans a fum of three 
thoufand Euboic talents ,s . 

Thus the Romans, in the refult of a war, which was the firft 
they undertook beyond the limits of Italy, entered on the poiTeffion 
of all that the Carthaginians held in the iflands for which they con- 
tended 5 and, by a continuation of the fame policy which they had 
fo fuccefsfully purfued in Italy, by applying to their new acquifitions, 
inftead of the alarming denomination of Subjeft y the fofter name of 
dlly y they brought Hiero, who was fovereign of the greater part of 
Sicily, into a ftate of dependence on themfelves. 

Their manners, as well as their fortunes, were a perfect contrail 
to thofe of the enemy they had vanquifhed. Among the Romans, 

13 Polyb. lib. i. c 26. ** Ibid. c. 63. '3 Jbid. c. 62, &c. 

Vol, I, O riches 
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BOOS, riches were cf no account in conftitutlng rank. Men became emi- 

nent by rendering f.gnal fervices to their country, not by accumu- 
lating weakh. Perfons of the rlrfl di function fub lifted in the capa- 
citv of husbandmen by their own labour ; and, with the fortunes of 
peaiants, role to the command of armies, and the firft offices of 
State. One Coniul, of the name of Regulus,. was found, by the 

officer who came to announce his election, equipped with the iheet 
or the balket, and lowing the feed of his corn in the field. Another, 
better known, of the fame name, while he commanded in Africa, 
deiired to be recalled, in order to replace the inftruments of huf- 
bandrv, which, to the great diftrefs of his family, and the hazard 
cf their wanting food, a fugitive Cave had earned off from his land. 
The Senate refufed his requeft, but ordered the firm of their general 
to be tilled at the public expence l6 . 

The aflbeictien of pomp and equipage with rank and authority, it 

may be thought, is accidental, and only ferves to diftract the atten- 
tion which mankind owe to perfonal qualities. It neverthelefs ap- 
pears to be in fome meafure unavoidable* Superiority is diftin- 
guiflied, even in the rudeit nations, by fome external mark. Duil- 
lius had his piper and his torch, in honour of the firft naval victory 
obtained by his country 17 ; and the Romans acknowledged the ex- 
ternal enfigns of ftate, although they were hull rude in the choice of 
them. 

At this time, when the nation emerged with fo much Iuftre be- 
yond the boundaries of Italy, the parties which divided the State, and 
whole animofity fharpened io much the pangs which preceded the birth 

of many cf its public eftablhhments, had no longer any object of conteft. 
The crncers of State were taken promifcuoufly from either clafs of the 
people, and the uiitinction of Plebeian and Patrician had in a great 



,$ Va!«r. M^;:in. lib. W. 04. Liv. Epicon:. lib. xviii. Senec3 ad Albinam. c. 12. 
Auclcr ce vcr£bus illuilribuf, 11 Liv. Epiiom. lib. xvii, xviii. 

meafure 
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Uieafure lofl; its effect. A happier fpecies of ariftocracy began to 
arife from the luftre of perlbnal qualities, and the honours of family, 
which devolved upon thofe who were defcended from citizens who 
had borne the higher offices of State, and were diftinguifhed in 
their country's fervice. 

The different orders of men in the commonwealth having obtained 
the inftitutions for which they feverally contended, the number of 
officers was increased, for the better administration of affairs, which 
were faft accumulating. Thus a fecond Praetor was added to the 

original eftablifhment of this office ; and, as the perfons who held 
it were deftined to act either in a civil or military capacity, to 
hear caufes in the city, or to command armies in the field. They 
were aflifted in the firft of thefe functions by a new inftitution, that 
of the Centumvirs, or the Hundred, who were draughted from 
the Tribes, and appointed, during the year of their nomination, 
under the direction of the Pnetors, to take cognizance of civil difputes. 
The number of Tribes being now completed to thirty-five, and three 
of the Centumvirs being draughted from each, made the whole 
amount to a hundred and five l8 . 

The city, during the late deftrudtive war, fent abroad two colonies, 
one to Caftrum Innui, a village of the Latins, the other to Firmium 
in the Picenum, on the oppofite fide of the peninfula, intended ra- 
ther to guard and protect the coaft, than to provide for any fuper- 
abundance of the people, whofe numbers at this time underwent a 
<:onfiderable diminution " ; the rolls having decreafed in the courfe 

18 Liv. Epitom. lib. xx. planted in Italy, has made a lift of about 

19 Livy, indifferent places, mentions be- ninety. But this matter, which Co much in - 
tween thirty and forty Roman colonies fub- tere/ts this very learned antiquarian and many 
fjfting in Italy in the time of the fecond Punic others, was become, as we have mentioned, 
war (Liv. lib. xxvii. c. 9 & 38.). Yelleius a fubje& of mere curioihy, even in the times 
Paterculusreckonsabout forty planted in It ;Iy of the writers from whom our accounts are 
after the recovery of Rome from its ch-ftruc- collected ; as all the Italians were by that 
tion by the Gauls (Lib. i. c. xv.). And time admitted on the roll of Roman citizens 
Sigonius, collecting the names of all theco- by the law of L.Julius Cxfar, and in confe- 
lonies mentioned by any Roman writer as quence of the MarJic war. U. C. 6^3. 

O 2 Of 
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of five years, from two hundred and ninety-feven thoufand two 
hundred and twenty-feven, to two hundred and " fifty-one thoufand 
two hundred and twenty-two The revenue, to which citizens who 

were accuilomed to pay with their perfonal fervice, had little to fpare 
from their effects, and which was at ail times probably fcanty, being 
often exhaufted by the expenees of the late war, brought the com- 
munity under the neceSity of acquitting itfelf of its debts, by di- 

miniihing the weight, or railing the current value of its coin. The 

af>, which was the ordinary meamre of valuation, being the libra, 

or pound of copper ftamped, and hitherto containing twelve ounces, 
was reduced in its weight to two ounces 3I . 

The contribution now exacted from Carthage amounting to about 
two hundred and feventy-nine thoufand pounds, together with the 
rents to be collected in Sicily, were likely to be great acceflions of 
weal di to fuch a State. 

The fpoils of their enemies, for the moft part, confifted of pri- 
foners who were detained by the captor as his flares, or fent to mar- 
ket to be fold. They had made a prize of twenty thoufand captives 
in their firft defcent upon Africa ; and the number of flaves in Italy 
was already become fb great as to endanger the State 

The favourite entertainments of the People were combats of armed 
flaves, known by the name of gladiators, derived from the weapons 
with which they moft frequently fought. Such exhibitions, it is faid, 
were iirft introduced iu the interval between the firft and fecond Punic 
war, bv a ion of the family of Bruiub, to folcmni7e the funeral of his 
father. Though calculated rather to move pity and caufe horror, 
than to give pleafure ; yet, like all other fcenes which excite hopes 
and fears, and keep the mind in fufpence, they were admired by the 
multitude, and became frequent on all folemn occafions or feftivals. 

-° Liv. Epfcom. lib. xixl u Plh. Hill. Nat. lib. xxxiii, c. 8, * s Zonar. 

lib. ii. Crouui, lib. ii. ct* 

The 
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In the circumftances or events which immediately followed the c l * y A p * 
peace between Rome and Carthage, thofe nations fhewed the differ- 
ent tendency of their inftitutions and manners. The Romans, in the 
very llruggles of a feemingly denxuetive conteft, had acquired ftrength 
and fecurity, not only by the reputation of great vi&ories, but Hill 
more by the military fpirit and improved difcipline and fkill of their 



people by lea and by land. Although their fubje&s in Italy revolted, 
and their allies withdrew their fupport, yet both were foon reduced, 
at the firft appearance of thofe veteran foldiers who had been formed 
in the fervice of the preceding war. 

The Carthaginians, on the contrary, had made war above twenty 
years without becoming more warlike ; had exhaufted their refburces, 
and confumed the bread of their own people in maintaining foreign 
mercenaries, who, inftead of being an acceflion of ftrength, were ready 
to prey on their weaknefs, and to become the moft formidable ene- 
mies to the ftate they had ferved. Their army,- compofed, as ufual, 
of hirelings from Gaul, Spain, and the interior parts of Africa, cfti- 
mated their fervices in the war which was then concluded at a higher 
value than the State was difpofed to allow, and attempted to take by 
force what was refufed to their reprefentations and claims. Bein 
affembled in the neighbourhood of Carthage to receive the arrears of 
their pay, the Senate wildly propofed, in confideration of the difirefTed 
condition of the public revenue, that they mould make fome abate- 
ment of the fums that were due to them. But the State, inftead of 
obtaining the abatements which were thus propofed, only provoked 
men with arms in their handy to enter into altercations, and to mul- 
tiply their claims and pretenfions. The mercenaries, took offence ac 
the delays of payment, rofe in their demands upon every conceffion, 
and marched at laft to the capital, with all the appearances and threats 
of an open and victorious enemy. They iffued a proclamation on 

their 



o- 
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:.~.l:v mrr^h, inviting a*.*: the provincial fubjecls of the commonwealth 
to aiilr: th::r f:'e:-chr,i. and, bv the numbers that flocked to them 
from ev:rv quart,.-;- became a miehtv hoft, to which the city had 
nothing to onrofe but its walls. To effectuate the reduction of Car- 

Cr I x 

tha~e, thev inverted Tunis and Utica, and fubmitted to all the dil- 
c:p'.:ne of war frem the cfiicers whom they themlelvcs had appointed 

In this cr:f:s, the republic of Carthage, cut off from all its refources 
zr.\l ordinary fupplies, attacked with that very iword on which it 

relied for defence, and in a fituation extremely deplorable and dan- 
gerous, having frill fome confidence in the ability of their Senators, 
and in the magnanimity of cmcers tried and experienced in arduous 
and perilous firuations, was not altogether reduced to defpair. Al- 
though the people had committed their arms into the hands of 

Grangers, the command of armies had been ftill referved to their own 
citizens; and now, by the prefence and abilities of a few great men, 
they were taught to affume a neceffary courage, to put themfelves in 
a military pofture. r.nd to maintain, during three years, and through 
a icene cf mutual cruelties and retaliation?, unheard of in the contefts 
cf nations at war, a ftruggle of the greatcft difficulty. In this 
firuggle they prevailed at hft by the total extirpation of this vile 
and outrageous enemv 

During the dependence of this odious revolt, in which a mer- 
cena:v .-.rmv endeavoured to lubdue the State which employed them, 

the Remans preferred that character for generofhy and magnanimity 
of which they knew fo well how to avail themfelves, without lofmg 
any opportunity that offered for the fecure advancement of their 
newer. They refrained from giving any countenance even againft their 
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rival to fuch unworthy antagonists. They affected to difdain taking c 
any advantage of the prcfent dillreflis of Carthage, and refufed to 

enter into any corrcfpondcnce with a part of the rebel mercenaries, 

who, being Rationed in Sardinia, offered to furrender that ilhmd into 

their hands. They prohibited the traders of Italy to furnifli t!:e rebch 

with any fupply of provifions or Mores, and abandoned every veffel 

that prcfumcd to tranfgrefsthefe orders, to the mercy of theCarthaginian 

cruifers which plied before the harbours of Tunis and Utica. Above 

live hundred Roman prifoncrs, feized by thefc cruizcrs, were detained 

in the jails of Cartilage. At the termination, however, of this war, 
when the Carthaginians were far from being dilpofed to renew any 

quarrel whatever, the Romans fixed on this as a ground of difpute^ 
complained of piracies committed againfi the traders of Italy, under 
pretence of intercepting fupplics to the rebels ; and, by threatening 
immediate war upon this account, obtained from the State itlelf a 

furrender of the ifland of Sardinia, which they had refufed to accept 
from the rebels, and got an addition of two hundred talents to the 

fum ftipulated in the late treaty of peace, to make up for their 
pretended lofles by the fuppofed unwarrantable capture of their 

Clips s \ 

Upon this furrender the Sardinians bore with forne difcontcnt the 

change of their fovcreigns ; and, on the firil" prohibition of their ufual 

commerce with Carthage, to which they had been Icng accufiomcd, 

took arms, and endeavoured for ibme time to withftand the orders 
which they were required to obey. 

Scon after the Romans had reconciled thefc new acquired lub'cccs 

x -' 

to their government, had quelled a revolt in Tufcany, and vanquished 
fome cantons of Liguria, whom it is faid they brought to fob in it as 
faft as the accefs to that country could be opened, they found thenv- 

35 Polyb, lib. i. c. 83. lib. iii. c. 10. 7\ppiaa tic Bell. Punic, p. 4, 

J 
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ielves at peace v. uh ali the world ae ; and, in token of this me- 

mcralv:- circumilance, ihv.t the gates of the temple of Janus; a ce- 

p 

remony which the continual fucceffion of wars, from the reign of 
Numa to the prefect time, had prevented, during a period of four 
hundred and thirty years ; a ceremony, which, when performed, 
marked a htuatlcn as trariient as it was flrange and uncommon. 

Frefa diiturbances in fome of the poflelTions recently feized by the 
republic, and a quarrel of fome importance that carried her arms 
for the hrft time bevond the Hadriatic, embroiled her anew in a fuc- 
ceincn of v:ars and miHtarv adventures. 

The Illyrians had become of late a confiderable nation, and were 
a party in the negotiations and quarrels of the Macedonians and 
the Greeks. Having convenient harbours and retreats for (hipping, 
they carried on a piratical war with moft of their neighbours, and, 
in particular, committed depredations on the traders of Italy, which 
i: concerned the Romans, as the fovereigns of this country, to pre- 
vent. They accordingly lent deputies to complain of thefe practices, 
to demand a reparation cf paft injuries, and a fecurity from any fuch 

attempts for the future. The Illyrians at this time were under the 
government ci Teuta. the widow of a king lately deceafed, who held 
the reins of government as guardian to her Ion. This princefs, 
in anfwer to the complaints and reprefentations of the Romans, de- 
clared, that in her kingdom no public commiflion had ever been 
granted to make war on the Italians ; but {he obferved, that the feas 
being open, no one could anfwer for what was tranfacted there ; and 
■that it was not the cuflom of kings to debar their fubjeCts from what 
they could feize by their valour. To this barbarous declaration 

one of the Roman deputies replied, that his country was ever go- 
verned bv different maxims : that thev endeavoured to reftrain the 

'•jlorcs, lib.u. c 3. Eutiop. lib. ii. 

crimes 
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crimes of private perfons by the authority of the State, and mould, 
in the preient cafe, find a way to reform the practice of kings in this 
particular. The queen was inccnfed ; and refenting thefc word?, as 

an infult to herfelf, gave orders to waylay and aflaffinate the Roman 
deputy on his return to Rome " 7 . 

In revenge of this barbarous outrage, and of the former injuries 
received from that quarter, the Romans made war on the queen of 
lllyricum, obliged her to make reparation for the injuries lhe had 

done to the traders of Italy, to evacuate all the towns fhe had occu- 
pied on the coaft, to reftrain her fubjects in the ufe of armed mips, 

and to forbid them to navigate the Ionian Sea with more than two 
veffels in company. 

The Romans, being defirous of having their conduct in this matter 
approved of by the nations of that continent, fent a copy of this 
treaty, together with an expofition of the motives which had induced 
them to crofs the Adriatic, to be read in the aflembly of the Achaean 
league. They foon after made a like communication at Athens and 

at Corinth, where, in confideration of the iignal fervice they had 
performed again ft the Illyrians, then reputed the common enemy of 
civilized nations, they had an honorary place afligncd them at the 
Ifthmian games ; and in this manner made their firft appearance in 
the councils of Greece =3 . 

17 Polyb. lib. ii. c. S. = ! Ibid. c. 12. Appian in Iltyr. 
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CHAP. V. 

Prc?rcfs tf ilc Ro>::ji?;s within the Alps. Origin cf the fecond 

Punic War. March cf Hannibal into Italy. Progre/s. ' 

Aelicn c:i the Tccinns. -On the Trebia. On the Lake Tbra- 

f menus. Battle cf Canna. Hannibal not fupported from 

Carthage. Sequel of the War. /// Italy. And Africa.— * 

SAplos Operations. Battle of Zama. End of the War. 

THE city of Rome, and moll of the diftricts of Italy, during' 
the dependence of the Iaft enumerated "wars which were 
waged at a dillance and beyond the feas, began to experience that 
uninterrupted tranquillity in which the capital and interior divi— ■ 
lions of every considerable nation remain, even during the wars in 

which the ftate is encased. Thev had indeed one fource of alarm 
on the fide of Cifalpine Gaul, which they thought it neceflary to - 
remove, in order to obtain that entire fecurity to which they afpirciL 
The country of the Senones, from Sena Gallia to the Rubicon, they 
had already fubdued, even before the arrival of Pyrrhus in Italy j 
hut the richeft and moft fertile tracts on the Po were frill in the pof- 

feinon of the Gaulifh nations ; and it had been propofed, about four 
years after the conclufion of the firfl Punic war, to erect a barrier 
againft the invafions of this people, by occupying with Roman co- 
lonies the country of the Senones, from Sena Gallia to the Rubicon* 
Although the inhabitants to be removed to make room for theie 
ferJements had been lubjeel to the Romans above forty years, yet 
their brethren on the Po confidered this act of violence as an iniiilt 
to the Gauliili name, refolvcd to avenge it, and invited their country- 
men from beyond the Alps to take part in the quarrel. 

S la 
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In confequence of their negotiations and concerts, in about cigh 

years after the Romans were fettled on the Rubicon, a great army of 

Gauls appeared on the Roman frontier. Thefe nations ufed to make 

war by impetuous affaults and invafions, and either at once fubdued 

and occupied the countries which they over-ran, or, being repulfed, 

abandoned them without any farther intention to perfift in the war. 

Their tumultuary operations, however, were fubjects of the grcateR 
alarm at Rome, and generally produced a fufpenfion of all the ordi- 
nary forms of the commonwealth. On a profpect of the prefent 
alarm from that quarter, the Senate, apprehending rhr ncccflity of great 
and fudden exertions of all their ttrength, ordered a general account 
to be taken of all the men fit to carry arms, whether on foot or on 
horfeback, that could be aRembled for the defence of Italy ; and they 
muttered, on this famous occafion, above feven hundred thoufand 
foot and feventy thoufand horfe From this numerous return of 
men in arms, the State was enabled to make great detachments, 
which they Rationed under the Confuls and one of the Pra:tors fe- 
paratcly, for the defence of ihe commonwealth. The Gauls, having 
penetrated into Etruria, where the Praetor was Rationed, attacked and 

obliged him to retire. The Confuls, however, being arrived with 
their fevcral armies in different directions to fupport the Praetor, re- 
newed the conflict with united force, and put the greater part of the 
Gaulifh invaders to the fword. 

In the year following, the Romans carried the war into the enemy's tj. c. 529, 
country ; and, in about three years more, pa Red the Po, and made 



themfelves matters of all the plains on that river quite to the foot of 
the Alps. To fecure this valuable acquifition they projected two co- 
lonies of fix thoufand men each, one at Cremona and the other at 
Placentia, on the oppofite fides of the Po ; but were diRurbed in the 



■ Polyb. lib. ii. c. 22—24, &c. Liv. Epitom. Iib.xxi. 

P 2 execution 



■ 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



execution of this project, nrft, by a revolt of the natives, who juflly 
considered thefe fcttlcments as military Rations, intended to reprefs 
and keep themfelves in fubjection ; and afterwards, by the arrival of 
a iiiccel^ful invader, who, by his conduct and implacable animofity, 
appeared to be the moll formidable enemy that had ever attempted to 

fhake the power, or to limit the progrefs, of the Roman State. 

The republic had now enjoyed, during a period of twenty-one 
years from the end of the firft Punic war, the fruits not only of that 
aicendant £he had acquired among the nations of Italy, but thofe 
like wile of the high reputation {he had gained, and of the great mi- 
litary power {he had formed in the conteft with Carthage. The wars 
that hlled up the interval of peace with this principal antagonift, were 
cither trivial or of iliort duration ; and the city itfelf, though ftill rude 
in the form of its buildings and in the manners of its people, pro- 
bably now began to pay a growing attention to the arts of peace. 
Laws are dated in this period which have a reference to manufacture 

and to trade. Clothiers are directed in the fabric of cloth *, and car- 
riers by water are directed in the fize of their vefTels. Livius Andro- 
gens and Xarvius introduced ibme fpecies of dramatic entertainment, 
and found a favourable reception from the people to their farcical 
productions \ 

But whatever progrefs the people were now inclined to make in 
the uieful or pleafurable arts of peace, they were effectually inter- 
rupted, and obliged to bend the force of their genius, as in former 

riiues, to the arts of war, and to the defence of their iettlements in . 

Italv. 

The Carthaginians had been for fome time employed in Spain, 
making trial of their ftxength, and forming their armies. In that 
Country Hamilcar, an officer of diftinguifhed fame in the late war ■ 

- Lex Medlji ce FzIIonibas. Lex Chudia* 3 Cicer. in Bruto, p. 35. A.Gail. 

.12. XV II. C. 21. 
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with the Romans, and in that which enfued with the rebel merce- 
naries, had fought refuge from that difguft and thofe mortifications 
which, in the late treaty of peace, he felt from the abject councils of 
his country. And having found a pretence to levy new armies, he 
made fome acquifitions of territory, to compensate the lofles which 
Carthage had fuftained by the furrender of Sardinia and of Sicily.. 

Spain appears to have been to the trading nations of Greece, Afia, 
and Africa, what America has been, though upon a larger fcale, to 

the modern nations of Europe, an open field for new fettlements, 

plantations, and conquefts. The natives were brave, but impolitic,. 

and ignorant of the arts of peace, occupied entirely with the care -of 

their horfes and their arms. Thefe, fays an hiftorian, they valued 
more than their blood \ They painted or flamed their bodies, af- 
fedled long hair with gaudy ornaments of filver and of gold. The 
men were averfe to labour, and fubfifted chiefly by the induflry 
of their women. Their mountains abounded in mines of copper 
and of the precious metals ; infomuch that, on fome parts of the coaft, 
it was reported that the natives had vefTels and utenfils of filver em- 
ployed in the mofl common ufes 5 . A fatal report! fuch as that 
which afterwards carried the poflerity of this very people, with fo 
much deftrudtive avidity, to vifit the new world ; and is ever likely 

to tempt the dangerous vifits of flrangers, who are ready to gratify 
their avarice and their ambition, at the expence of nations to whofe 
pofleflions they have no reafonable or juft pretenfion. The Spaniards 
were at this time divided into many barbarous hordes or fmall prin- 
cipalities, which could neither form any efFe&ual concert to prevent 
the intrufion and fettlement of foreigners, nor po fie fled the neceflary 
docility by which to profit by foreign examples, whether in the formu 
of their pohcy or the invention of arts. 

4 JuUin, lib. xliv. c. z* - Strabo, lib. ill. 

Th&- 
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The Carthaginians had made their firft vilits to Spain under pre- 
tence cf fuppcrting the colony cf Gades, which, like themfelves, 
was irrunc frcm Tvre. Thcv made a fettlement under the name of 
new Carthage, in a ntuation extremely favourable to the communi- 
cation cf Snaiia with Africa, and in the neighbourhood of the richeft 
mine;. Hamilcar, after a few fuccefsful campaigns, in extending 
the bounds cf this fettlement, being killed in battle, was fuccecded 
by his fon-Iaw, Kafdrubal, who continued for lbme years to purfue 
the fame deficrns. 

Tliz Romans, in the mean while, were occupied on the coaft of 
Kvricum, or amufed with alarms from Gaul. Thcv were fenfiblc 
of the presets made by their rivals in Spain; but imagining that 

any danger from that quarter was extremely remote, or while they 
had wars at once on both fides of the Hadriatic, being unwilling to 

eneracre at the fame time with fo manv enemies, were content with a 
negotiation and a treaty, in which they ftipulatcd with the Car- 
thaginians that they ihouid not pais the Iberus to the-eaftward, nor 
mclelt the city of Saguntum. This they confidered as a proper 



barrier cn that fide, and profeffed for the inhabitants of that place 
the concern of allies. Trufting to the effect of this treaty, as fuf- 
hcient to limit the progrefs of the Carthaginians in Spain, they pro- 
ceeded, in the manner that has been mentioned, to contend with the 
Gauls for the dominion of Italy, which hitherto, under the frequent 
alarms they received from this people, was frill infecure < '. 

"Kafdrubal, after nine vears fen-ice, beinc; afTafiinated by a Spanifh 
jhwe, who committed this defperate aclion in revenge of an injury 



which had been done to his matter, was fuccecded in the command of 
Carthaginian troops in Spain by Hannibal, the fon of Hamilcar, 



J his ycung man, then of five and twenty years of age, had. 



* Vc.yh, lib. ii= c. 13. 
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when a child 7 , come into Spain with his* father, feemed to in- c H r A p - 

herit his genius, and preferved, probably with increafing animofity, t_ — 

his averlion to the Romans. Being reared and educated in camps, 

and from his earliefr. youth qualified to gain the confidence of foldiers, 

he, on the death of Hafdrubal, by the choice of the troops, was 

raifed to the command of that army, and afterwards confirmed in it 

by the Senate of Carthage. 

The Carthaginians had now for fome time ceafed to feel the de- 
feats and the fufferings which had induced them to accept of the late 
difadvantageous conditions of peace, and were fenfible only of the 
lading inconveniencies to which that treaty expofed them. They 
had long felt, from the' neighbourhood of the Romans, an infur- 
mountable bar to their progrefs. They had felt, during above feven- 
teen years from the date of their lafl treaty of peace, the lofs of 

their maritime fettlements, and the decline of their navigation. They 
had felt the load of a heavy contribution, which, though reftrictcd 
to a particular mm, had the form of a tribute, in being exacted 1 y 
annual payments; and they entertained fentiments of animofity and 
averfion to the Romans, which nothing but the memory of recent 
fufferings and the apprehenfion of danger could have fo long fup- 
prefled. 

Hamilcar, together with a confulerable party of the Senate, were 
fuppofed to have borne with the late humiliating peace, only that 
they might have leifure to provide for a fubfequent war. " I have 
*' four fons," this famous warrior had been heard to fay, " whom I 
" fhall rear like fo many lions whelps againft the Romans." In this 
fpirit he fet armies on foot to be trained and accuftomed to fervicc in 
Spain, and had already projected the invalion of Italy from thence. 

Whatever may have been the military fervices which the Cartha- 
ginians deviled, the execution of them was fecured by the coming 



7 A: nine years of age. 
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of Hannibal to the head of their army. He was well formed for 
.great enterpriie, and profeiTed an hereditary averfion to the Romans. 
Jn the firlt and fecond year of his command he continued the ope- 
rations which had been begun by his predeceffors in Spain ; but 
•during this time, although he made conquefts beyond the Iberus, he 

-did not moled the city of Saguntum, nor give any umbrage to the 
Romans. But, in the third year after his appointment, his pro- 

♦greis alarmed the Saguntine?, and induced them to fend a deputation 
to Rome to impart their fears. 

At the arrival of this deputation from Saguntum, the Romans 
had fitted out an armament under the command of the Conful 
L. Emilius Paul us, deftined to make war on Demetrius, the prince of 
Pharos, a fmall ifland on the coaft of lllyricum. This armament, if 
directed to Spain, might have fecured the city of Saguntum againft 
the deilgns of Hannibal ; but the Romans ftill confidered any danger 
from that quarter as remote, and continued to employ this force in its 

rirft deftination. They paid fo much regard, neverthelefs, to the re- 
presentations of the Saguntines, as to fend deputies into Spain, with 
orders to obferve the pofture of affairs, and to inform the Cartha- 
ginian ofhcer on that Marion, of the engagements which had been 
entered into by his predeceilbr, and of the concern which the Ro- 
mans muft undoubtedly take in the fafety of Saguntum. The re- 
turn v.-hich they had to this meilage gave fufficient intimation -of 
an approaching war ; and it appears that, before the Roman com- 
mhTioners could have made their report, the fiege of Saguntum was 
actually commenced bv Hannibal. He had already formed his de- 
f:gn for the mvaiion of Italy, and, that he might not leave to the Ro- 
mans a place of arms and a powerful ally in the country from which he 

was about to depart, determined to occupy or deftroy that place. 

He vras impatient to reduce Saguntum before any fuccours could ar- 
rive from Italy, or before any force could be colle&ed againft him, 

lb as to fix the theatre of the war in Spain. He preffed the fiege, 

4 therefore, 
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therefore, with great impetuofity, expofing his perfon in every aflault; c H A p * 

and exciting, by his own example, with the pickaxe and fpade, * - ~» 

the parties at work in making his approaches 7 . Though abun- 
dantly cautious not to expofe himfelf on flight occafions, or from a 
mere oftentation of courage, yet in this fiege, which was the foun- 
dation of his hopes, and the neceflluy prelude to the farther progrefs 
of his euterprize, he declined no fatigue, and fliunned no danger, 
that led to the attainment of his end. He was, neverthelefs, by the 
valour of the hefieged, which they exerted in hopes of relief from 
Rome, detained about eight months before this place, and deprived 
at laft of great part of its fpoils by the defperate refolution of the 
citizens, who chofe to perilh, with all their effects, rather than fall u - c - 5H-. 
into the enemy's hands. The booty, however, which he faved from 
this wreck enabled him, by his liberalities, to gain the affection of 
his army, and to provide for the execution of hisdefign againft Italy. 

The fiege of Saguntum, being an infraction of the late treaty 

with the Romans, was undoubtedly an act of hoftility; and this 

people incurred a cenfure of remiflhefs, uncommon in their councils, 
by fu fieri ng an ally, and a place of fuch importance, to remain fo 
long in danger, and by fuffering it at laft to fall a prey to their ene- 
my, without making any attempt to relieve it. It is probable, that 

the fecurity they began to derive from a frontier, far removed from 
the feat of their councils, and covered on every fide by the fea, or 
by impervious mountains, rendered them more negligent than they 
had formerly been of much /lighter alarms. They expected to go- 
vern by the dread of their power, and propofed to punifh, by ex- 
emplary vengeance, the infults which they had not taken care to 
prevent. 

The attention of the Romans, during the dependence of this event x 
had been fixed on the fettlements they were making at Cremona and 

7 Polyb. lib. iii. c. 17. 

Vol. I. Q placentia, 
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E o^o K Piacentia, to keep in fubjeclion the Gauls, and on the naval expc- 

^— ^ didon which they had fent under the Conful -zEmUius to the coaft of 

Illyricum. This officer, about the time that Hannibal had accom- 
plished his dcfign on Saguntum, and was retired for the winter to 
his- ufual quarters at New Carthage, had fucceeded in his attack on 
Demetrius prince of Pharos, had driven him from his territories, and 
obliged him to feek for refuge at the -court of Macedonia, where 

his intrigues proved to be of foine confequence in the fequel of thefe- 
tranfactions. 

The people at Rome being amufed with thefe events, and with a 
triumphal proceflion, which, as ufual, announced their victory, 
proceeded in the affairs of Spain according to the ufual forms, and 
agreeably to the laws which they had, from time immemorial, pre- 
ferred to themfelves in the cafe of injuries received, fent to demand 
fatisfaction ; complained at Carthage of the infraction of treaties *. 
and required that Hannibal with his army mould be delivered up- 
to their meffengers ; or, if this were refufed, gave orders to denounce- 

immediate war. The Roman commiffioner, who fpoke to this effect 

in the fenate of Carthage, having made his demands, held up the 
lappet of his gown, and faid, " Here are both peace and war, 
" chufe ye." — He was anfwered, " We chufe that which you like ■ 

u. c. 555. « beft." — " Then it is war," he faid 5 and from this time both 

parties prepared for the conteft. 

Hannibal had been long devifing the invafion of Italy, probably 
without communicating his defign even to the councils of his own: 
country. The war being now declared, he made his difpofitions for 

the fafety of Africa and Spain ; gave intimation to the army under 
his command, that the Romans had required them to be delivered 
up, as a beail which commits a trefpafs is demanded in reparation for 
the damage he has done s . If they felt a proper refentment of this 

1 Vela: ob nexzm £bi dedi pofhzlam populu* Rwnanns. Liv. lib. xxi. c. 30. 
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indignity, he warned them to prepare for an arduous march. He 

was in the eight, and twentieth year of his age when he entered up- 
on the execution of this defign ; an undertaking which, together with 

the conduct of it, has raifed his reputation for enterprize and ability to 

an equal, if not to a higher pitch, than that of any leader of armies 
whatever. 

The Romans, a few years before, had muttered near eight hun- 
dred thoufand men, to whom the ufe of arms was familiar, to whom 
valour was the moft admired of the virtues, and who were ready 
to afiemble in any numbers proportioned to the fervice for which 
they might be required : the march from Spain into Italy lay acrofs 
tremendous mountains, and through the territory of fierce and bar- 
barous nations, who might not be inclined tamely to fuffei a ftranger 
to pafs through their country, or lofe any opportunity to enrich 
themfelves with his fpoils. 

From fuch topics as thefe, hiftorians have magnified the courage 
of this celebrated warrior at the expence of his judgment. It is 
probable, however, that both were equally exerted in this memo- 
rable fervice. In the conteft of nations, that country, which is 
made the feat of the war, for the moft part labours under great 

comparative difadvantage, is obliged to fubfift the army of its enemy 
as well as its own, is expofed to devaluation, to hurry, confufion, 
and irrefolution of councils ; fo much that, in nations powerful 
abroad, invafions often betray great incapacity and weaknefs, or at 
leaft fix the whole fufferings of the war upon thofe who are in- 
vaded. Hannibal, befides this general confideration, had with great 
care informed himfelf of the real ftate of Italy, and knew, that though 
the Roman mufters were formidable, yet much of their fuppofed 
ftrength confifted of difcordant parts ; a number of feparate can- 
tons recently united, and many of them difaffected to the power by 
which they were cemented together. Moft of the inhabitants of that 

Q^2 country, 
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country, being the descendants of different nation?, and diftinguiftied 
by various languages, ftill retained much animofity to each other, and 
moft of all to their new matters. Thofe who had longeft borne the 
appellation of Roman allies, even the colonies themfelves, as well as 
the conquered nations, had occafionally revolted, and were likely 
to prefer feparate eftablifhments to their prefent dependance on the 

Roman State. The Gauls and Ligurians, even the Etrufcans,. had 
been recently at war with thofe fuppofed matters of Italy, and were 
ready to refume the fword in concert with any fuccefsful invader. 
The Gauls on the Po were already in arms, had razed the for- 
tifications which the Romans had begun to erect at Cremona 
and Placentia, and forced the fettlers to take refuge at Mutina. 
Every ftep, therefore, that an invader fhouid make within thi3 

country, was likely to remove a fupport from the Romans, and to 
add a new one to himfelf. The Roman power, compofed of parts 
fo ill cemented, was likely to diflblve on the flighteft touch. Though 
great when employed at a diftance, and wielded by a fingle hand, 
yet broken and disjointed by the prefence of an enemy, it was likely 
to lofe its ftrength ; or, by the revolt of one or more of its dis- 
tricts, might furnifh a force that could be fuccefsful] y employed againft 

itfelf. A few ftriking examples of fuccefs, therefore* for which he 
trutted to his own conduct, and to the fuperiority of veterans hardened 

in the fervice of many years, were likely to let loofe the difcontents 

which fubfifted in Italy, and to lhake the fidelity of thofe allies 

who compofed fo great a part of the Roman ftrength. Even with 

a lefs favourable profpect of fuccefs, the rifk was but fmall, compared 

to the chance of gain. A fingle army was to be flaked againft a 

mighty State ; and a few men, that could be eafily replaced, were 

to be facrificed in an enterprize, which, if fuccefsful t was to make 

Carthage the iniftrefs of the world ; or even if it fhouid mifcarry, 

might infiicr. her enemy with a deeper wound than fhe herfelf was 

likely to fuffer from the lofs. 

6 Hannibal 
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Hannibal collected together for this expedition ninety thoufand foot c A p * 

\ m 

and twelve thoufand horfe. In his march to the Iberus, he met with 

no interruption. From thence to the Pyrenees, being oppofed by the 

natives, he forced his way through their country; but apprehending, 
fome inconvenience from fuch an enemy left in his rear, he Ration- 
ed his brother Hanno, with ten thoufand foot and one thoufand 
horfe, to obferve their motions, and to keep them in awe. After, 
he had begun to afcend the Pyrenees, a confiderable body of his 

Spanifh allies deferted him in the night, and fell back to their 
country. This example, he had reafon to believe, would prove conta- 

gious ; and as the likelieft way to prevent its effects, he gave out, that 
the party which had left him, being no longer wanted for the pur- 
poses -they ferved on the march, were returned, by his orders to their 
own country. That he meant to fpare a few more of the troops of 
the fame nation, as being unnecefTary in the remaining parts of the 

fervice ; and actually difmifled a confiderable body to confirm this 
opinion. By thefe feparations, or by the fwords of the enemy, his' 

numbers, in defcending the mountains, were reduced from ninety to 

fifty thoufand foot and nine thoufand horfe, with Seven and thirty- 

elephants 9 . 

This celebrated march took place in the year of Rome five hun- u. C. 534W 
dred and thirty-four, and in the confulate of Publius Cornelius 
Scipio and Tiberius Sempronius Longus. The Romans, as ufual 
on fuch occalions, raifed two confular armies, and propofed, by im- 
mediate armaments directed to Spain and to Africa, to fix the fee ne 
of the war in the enemy's country. 

Sempronius affembled an army and a fleet in the ports of Sicily, , 

and had orders to pafs into Africa. Scipio embarked with fome le- 
gions for Spain, and,, touching on the coaft of Gaul, firft learned. , 

9 Polyb. lib. iii. c. 35 — 42.- 

that 
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that a Carthaginian army was marching by land into Italy. 

This intelligence determined him to land his troops at Marfeilles, 
and to fend out a detachment of horie to obferve the country, and 

to procure fanner and more particular information of the ene- 
• m v. 

Hannibal had arrived on the Rhone at fome diftance above its re- 
paration into two channels, and about four days inarch from the 

ft j. In order to effect the pafTage of the river, he inftantly col- 
lected all the boats that could be found on its extenfive navigation. 

At the fame time, the natives, being unacquainted with ftrangers in 
any other capacity than that of enemies, aflembled in great numbers 
to dilpute his farther progrefs in their country. 

Finding fo powerful axefiftance in front, he delayed the embark- 
ation of his army on the Rhone, and.fent a detachment up the banks 
of the river to pafs it at a different place, and to make a diverfion 
on the flank or the Tear, of the enemy who oppofed him. 

The diviilon employed on this fervice, after a march of twenty- 
five miles, found the Rhone feparated into branches by fmall 
iuands, and at a convenient place got over on rafts to the oppofite 
ihore; and being thus in the rear, or on the right of the Gaulifh army, 

•haftened towards them, in order to give an alarm on that quarter, 

while Hannibal fliculd pafs the river in their front. 

On the fifth day after the departure of this party, Hannibal, 

having intelligence that they had fucceeded in palling the Rhone, 
made his dhpclltion to profit by the diverfion they were ordered to 
make in his favour. The larger veffels, which were deftined to trans- 
port the cavalry, were ranged towards the ftream, to break the force 
of the current ; and many of the horfes were fattened to the Item 
of the boat?. The fmaller canoes were. ranged below, .and were to 

; carry over a body of fooL 8 

The 
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The Gauls, feeing thefe preparations, left their camp, .and ad- 
vanced to meet the enemy. They were drawn up on the banks of 
Che river, when the Carthaginian detachment arrived on their rear, 

and lighted iires as a fignal of their approach.- Hannibal obferving 
the fmoke, notwithstanding the pofture which the enemy had taken 

to refifl his landing, inftantly put off from the fhore : both armies 
fhouted ; but the Gauls being thrown into great confirmation by 
the -report and effects of an attack which they little expected on then- 
rear, without refiftance gave way to the Carthaginians in front, 
and were fpecdily routed. Hannibal, having thus lodged himfelt 
on the eaftern banks of the Rhone, in a few days, without any 
farther interruption or lofs, pafTed that river with his elephants, 

Dagg a £ e > and the remainder of his army. 

Soon after the Carthaginian general had furmounted this difficulty, 
intelligence came that a Roman army had arrived on the coaft, and 
was difembarked at Marfeilles. To ga'rn further and more certain 
information of this enemy, he, nearly about the fame time that 
Scipio had fenr a detachment on the fame defign, .directed a party 
of'horfe to examine the country. Thefe parties met; and, after a 
finart engagement, returned to their feveral armies with certain ac- 
counts of an enemy being near. 

Scipio advanced with the utmoft difpatch to fix the fcene of the 
war in Gaul ; and Hannibal haftened his departure, being equally 
intent on removing it, if poffible, into Italy, The laft, in order to 
keep clear of the enemy, directed his march at a di/tance from 
the fea coaft, and took his route by the banks of the Rhone. After 
four days march from the place where he had palled this .river, 
he came to its confluence with another river, which was probably 
the Here, though by Polybius himfelf, who vifited the tract of this 
march, the place feems to be miftaken for the confluence of the 

Rhone 
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Rhone and Saone I3 . Here he found two brothers contending for 
the throne of their father, and gained an ufeful ally by efpoufing 
-the caufe of the elder. "Being, in return for this fervice, fupplied 

-with arms, fhoes, and other necefTaries, and -attended by the prince 
himfelf, who with a numerous body covered his rear, he continued 
his march during ten days, probably on the Ifere, and about a hun- 
dred miles above the place where he had parTed the Rhone, began to 
make his way over the iummit of the Alps ; a labour in which he 



wis employed v;ith his army during fifteen days 



1 1 



The 



In the manufcripts cFPolybius, the 
iver which falls into the Rhone at this place 
vas called by a name unknown in that 

country. The firil editor?, to correct the 
rnifzake, changed this unknown name for 
that of the Arar. "But it is extremely pro- 
bable, that they ought to have made it the 
Kara, as the confluence of the Ifere and the 
•Rhone correfponds much better with the 
cifrarrces and marches mentioned by Poly- 
bins. Four marches, for inrlance, from the 
■yb.ee at which 'Hannibal had pafFcd the 
Rhone, and four more from thence to the 
fee. 

11 This famous route has. been a fubjeck 
of dirTsrent opinions, and of forne contro- 
-verfy. In a country that is raifed into vafl 
-moantair.s, round which the way ran ft be 
found by narrow valleys, and the channels 
cf rivers, it is izipofiibfe to decide any 
.qneftion of this fert from the map. Polybius 
viuted the ground, in order to fatisfv himfelf 
■on the txa&ofthis famous- route ; and,. from 
this circu mrtar.ee, as well as from his general 
knowledge of war, is undoubtedly the bcfl 
authority to whom we can have recourfe in 
this qcefticn. By his account, Hannibal, 
after four marches from the place crwhich he 
*iad pa!Ted the Rhone, came to the confluence 
of this with another river, which' is evidently 



the Ifere. From thence, having continued 
his route ten days on the river, and marched 
about a hundred miles, he began to afcend 
the furnrrat, and was employed in that dif- 
ficult work fifteen davs. This account mav 

incline us to believe, that Hannibal followed 
the courfe of the Ifere from its confluence 
with the Rhone to about Conflans ; that, 
having furmounted the fummit, hedefcended 
into Italy by the channel of another river, or 
the Vale of Aofte. Such are the paiTage* by 
v/hich ridges of mountains, in every inftmcc, 
are to be traverfed. It is indeed aflerted, or 
implied m the text of Polybius, that Hanni- 
bal marched ten days on -the Rhone after its 

w 

confluence with the .Arar or Ifara ; but it is 

probable, that, in vifiting a barbarous coun- 
try, in which the Romans had yet no pof- 
fefuons, and with the language of which he 
was unacquainted, he may have mi (taken the 
Ifere for the Rhune, and confequently the 
Rhone for the Arar or Saore. The Rhone 
and Ifere take their rife from the fame ridge, 
and run nearly in the fame directions. In 
this account of the courfe of the fuppofed 
Rhone which he viiited, he mentions no- 
thing of the Lake of Geneva, which is 
fcarceJy poiuble, if he had feen it. Polyb. 
lib. iii. c. 47. 

According to this conjecture, Hannibal, 

having 
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The natives, either fearing him as an enemy, or propofing to 
plunder his baggage, had occupied every poft at which they could 
obftrucl his inarch ; affailed him from the heights, endeavoured to 
overwhelm his army in the gorges of the mountains, or force them 
over precipices, which frequently funk perpendicular under the nar- 
row paths by which they were to pafs. 

Near to the fummits of the ridge, at which he arrived by a con- 
tinual afcent of many days, he had his w r ay to form on the fides of 

frozen mountains, and through mafles of perennial ice, which, at 
the approach of winter, were now covered with recent fnow. Many 
of his men and horles, coming from a warm climate, perilhed by 
the cold ; and his army having flruggled, during fo long a time, 
w'uh extremes to which it was little accuftomed, was reduced, from 
fifty thoufand foot and nine thoufand horfe, the numbers which re- 
mained to him in defcending the Pyrenees, to twenty thoufand foot 
and fix thoufand cavalry, a force, in all appearance, extremely dif- 
proportioned to the fervice for which they were deftined l \ 

'I 'lie Roman Conful, in the mean time, had, in fearch of his 
enemy, directed his march to the Rhone ; and, in three days after 
the departure of Hannibal, had arrived at the place where he had 
pafled that river ; but was fatisfied that any further attempts to purfue 
lam in this direction, would only carry himfelf away from what was 
to be the fcene of the war, and from the ground he muft occupy 
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having marched by the vale of Ifere, Gre- 
noble, Chamberry, and Mountrnelian, and 
defcended by the vale of Aofte, muir have 
palled the fummit at or near the leficr abbey 
of St. Bernard. 

As mountains are penetrated by the chan- 
nels of rivers, it if probable that Hannibal, 
if he were himfelf to explore his paflage, 
would try thecourfe of the firrt confiderable 
river he found on his right defending from 

Vol- I. R 



the Alp5, which was the Ifere ; but if, as h 
extremely probable, he had wcIl-inftrucVi 
guides, it is not Jikely that they would Je*ui 
him fo long a circuit as he mufi have made 
by the courfc and fourcei of the Rhone, wh^n, 
in fa<ft. he had one equally practicable, a;;d 
much nearer, by the Ifere on one fide of the 
Alps, and the Dorea Baltea on the ether. 
11 Polyb. lib. zii. c, 55, Li v. lib. xxi# 
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BOOK for the defence of Icalv : he returned therefore without lofs of 
I. 

s ■ , w > time to his mips ; fent his brother, Cneius Scipio, with the greater 

part of the army, to purfue the object of the war in Spain; and he 
himfelf, with the remainder, fet fail for Pifa, where he landed and put 
himfelf at the head of die legions which he found in that quarter ; 
and which had been appointed to reftore the fettlements of Cremona 

and Plaeentia. With thefe forces he palled the Po, and was arrived 
cn the Tecinus, when Hannibal came down into the plain country at 
lb me ciftance below Turin. 

The Carthaginian general, at his arrival in thofe parts, had moved 
to his right ; and, to gratify his new allies the Infubres, inhabiting 
what is now the dutchy of Milan, who were then at war with the 
Taurini or Piedmontefe, lie laid liege to tlie capital of that country, 
and in three davs reduced it bv force. From thence he continued 
Ids march on the left of the Po ; and, as the armies advanced, 
both generals, as if by concert, approached with their cavalry, or 
light troops, mutually to obferve each other. They met on the 
Tecinus with fome degree of furprize on both fides, and were ne- 

cefTarily engaged in a conflict, which ferved as a trial of their re- 
fpeclive forces, and in which the Italian cavalry were defeated by 
the Spanifh and African horfe. The Roman Conful was wounded, 
and with much difficulty refcued from the enemy by his fon Publius 
Cornelius, afterwards fo confpicuous in the hiftory of this war, but 
then only a youth of feventeen years of age, entering on his mili- 
tary fervice *\ 

The Roman detachment, it feems, had an eafy retreat from the place 
of this encounter to that of their main army, and were not purfued, 
Scipio, difabled by his wound, and probably, from the check he had 
received, fennble of the enemy's fuperiority in the quality of their 

13 ?c!;.b. lib. x. c. 5. 
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horfe, determined to retire from the plains ; repaffcd the Po, marched up 
the Trebia, and, to ftop the progress of the Carthaginians, while he 
waited for inftrudtions or reinforcements from Rome, took poft on the 

banks of that river. While he lay in this pofition, an alarming effect of 
his defeat, and of the difaffeclion of fome Gauls who profefTed to be 

his allies, appeared in the defertion of two thoufand horfemen of 

that nation, who went over to the enemy. 

The Roman Senate received thefe accounts with furprize, and 

with fomc degree of conftcrnation. An enemy was arrived in Italy, 
and had obliged the Conful, with his legions, to retire. The forces 
which they had lately muttered were numerous, but confiftcd in part 

of doubtful friends, or of declared enemies. They fuppofed all their 
late vanquished fubjects on the Po to be already in rebellion, or to 

be muttered againft them in the Carthaginian camp. And, not- 
withftanding the numerous levies that could have been made in the 
city, and in the contiguous colonics; notwithstanding the expediency 
of carrying the war into Africa, as the fureft way of forcing the 
Carthaginians to withdraw their forces from Italy for the defence 

of their own country, they, with a degree of pufilLmimity un- 
common in their councils, ordered the other Conful, Sempronius 

Longus, to defift from his defign upon Africa ; they recalled him 
with his army from Sicily, and directed him, without delay, to join 
his colleague on the Trebia, and, if poffiblc, to flop the progrefs of 

this daring and impetuous enemy. 

The Conful Sempronius, therefore, after he had met and defeated 

a Carthaginian fleet on the coafl: of Sicily, and was preparing for a 
defcent on Africa, fuddenly changed his courfe, and, having turned 
the eaftern promontories of Sicily and Italy, fteercd for Ariminum, 
where lie landed ; and, having performed this voyage and march 
in forty days, joined his colleague, where he- lay oppofed to Han- 
nibal on the Trebia, 

R 2 Rv 
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By the arrival of a fecond Roman Conful, the balance of forces 
was again reitored, and the natives ftilh remained in fufpence be- 
tween the two parties at war. Inftead of a deliverance from fervi- 

tude, which many of them expected to obtain from the arrival of 

* 

foreigners to balance the force cf the Romans, they began to appre- 
hend, as ufual in fuch cafes, a confirmation of their bonds, or a 

mere change of their mailers. When the conteft mould be ended, 
they wifhed to have the favour of the victor, and not to fhare in the 
fortunes of the vanquimed. They had, therefore, waited to fee 
how the fcales were likely to incline, and had not repaired to the 
flandard of Hannibal, in the manner, it is probable, he 1 expected } 
and this, with every other circumftance of the war, forced him to 
rapid and hazardous counfels. Being too far from his refources to 

continue a dilatory war, he haftened to fecure the neceffary poffef- 
ficns on the Po ; and, by the reputation of victory, to determine the 
wavering inhabitants to declare on his hue. For thefe reafons he 
ever preffed on the enemy, and fought for occasions to draw them 
into action. He had been, ever fince the encounter on the Te- 
cinus, cautioufiy avoided by Scipio ; who, even after he was rein- 
forced by the other confular army, endeavoured to engage his col- 
league like wile in the fame dilatory meafures ; but Sempronius, im- 
puting this caution to the impreffion which Scipio had taken from 
his late defeat, and being confident of his own ftrength, di (covered 
to the Carthaginian general an inclination to meet him, and to de- 
cide the campaign by a general action. Sempronius was farther en- 
couraged in this intention by his fuccefs in fome encounters of fo- 
raging parties, which happened foon after he had arrived on this 

ground ; and Hannibal, feeing this difpoiition of his enemy, took 

meafures to bring on the engagement in c i re u mftances the moil 
favourable to himfJf. 

6 He 
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: He had a plain in his front, though which the Trebia ran, and 

parted the two armies. He wiihed to bring the Romans to his own 

iide of the river, and to fight on the ground where his army was ac- 

cuftomed to form. Here, befides the other advantages which he 

propofed to take, he had an opportunity to place an ambufcade* 
from which he could attack the enemy on the flank or the rear, while 

they mould be engaged in front. It was the middle of winter, and 
there were frequent fliowers of mow. The enemy's infantry, if 
they mould ford the river, and afterwards remain any time -inactive, 
were likely to fuffer confiderably from the effects of wet and cold. 
Hannibal, to lay them under this disadvantage, fent his cavalry 
acrofs the fords, with orders to parade on the ground before the 
enemy's lines ; and, if attacked, to repafs the river with every ap- 
pearance of flight. He had, in the mean time, concealed a thou* 
fand chofen men under the fhrubby banks of a brook, which fell 
into the .Trebia beyond the- intended field of battle. He had ordered 
his army to be in readinefs, and to- prepare themfelves with a hearty 
meal for the fatigues they were likely to undergo. 

When the Carthaginian cavalry, pairing the river as they had been 
ordered, prefented. themfelves to the Romany it was but break of 
day, and before the ufual hour of the firft meal in the Roman camp. 
The legions were, nevertheless nattily formed ; and purfued the 

enemy to where they were feen in diforder to pafs- the river ; and 
there, by the directions of their general, who fuppofed he had gained 
an advantage, and with the ardor which is ufual in the puriuit of 
victory, they pafTed the fords, and made a difplay of their forces on 
the oppoftte bank. Hannibal, expeding this event, had already 
formed his troops on the plain, and made a fnew of only covering 

the retreat of his cavalry, while he knew that a general action could 
no longer be avoided. After it began in front, the Romans were 
t tacked in the rear by the party which had been petted in am- 

bufh 
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bufli for tliis purpofe ; and this being added to the other difad- 
van-.-tges under which they engaged, they were defeated with great 
daughter. 

The legions of the centre, ' to the amount of ten thoufand men, 
cut their way through the enemy's line, and efcaped to Placentia. 
Of the remainder cf the army, the greater part either fell in the field, 
periihed in attempting to repafs the river, or were taken by the 

enemy. In this action, although few of the Africans fell by the 

fwerd, they iuffered confiderably by the cold and afperity of the 

ieafon, to which they were not accuftomed ; and of the elephants, 
cf wh::h Kan nib J had brought a ccnfiderable number into this 
c:;::::rv, en!" one furvivcd the diftrefs of this day 15 . 

In cenfequence of this victor}', Hannibal fecured his quarters on 
the To ; and, by the treachery of a native of Brundufmm, who com- 
manded at CLilidium, got pofleflion of that place, after the Romans 
had feninea and furniihed it with confiderable magazines for the 
fupply of their cvn army. In his treatment of the prifoners taken 
at thi- place, he made a dittinction between the citizens of Rome and 
their allies : the nril he ufed with feveritv. the others he difmiffed to 
th;-:r feveral ccuntrie^, with aflurances that he was come to make 
war on the Romany and not on the injured inhabitants of Italy. 

The Roman Coni'u!, Sempronius, was among thofe who efcaped 
to Placentia* He meant, in his difpatches to the Senate, to have 
cilVaifsd tlie amount cf his lofs ; but the difficulty with which his 
mciTer.^r arrived through a country ever-run by the enemy, with 
D.3cv other cenfequences of his defeat, foon publifhed at Rome the ex- 
tent of that calamity. The people, however, rofe in their ardour and 

animefnr, initead of being funk. As awakened from a dream of pu- 
f::larumiiv 5 in which they had hitherto teemed to confiufc their 

l - Pc-!\b. lib. i::. c. 74, 

views 
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views to tlie defence of Italy, they not only commanded frefh levies c H . A P. 

to replace the army they had loft on the Trebia, but they ordered ' r- — » 

the Conful Scipio to his firft destination in Spain, and fent forces to 
Sardinia, Sicily, Tarentum, and every other Ration where they ap- 
prehended any defection of their allies, or any impreflion to be made 
by the enemy n . 

The unfortunate Sempronius, being called to the city to hold the 
election of magi fixates, cfcaped, or forced his way through the quarters 
of the enemy. He was fuccceded by Caius Flaminius and Cn. Servi- 
lius; the firft, being of obfeure extraction, was chofen in oppofition 
to the Nobles, to whom the people imputed the diiafters of the 
prsfent war. He was ordered early in the fpring to take poft at 
Arretium, that he might guard the pafles of the Appenines and 
cover Etruria, while the other Conful was ftationed at Ariminum to 
flop the progrefs of the enemy, if he attempted to pafs by the eaftern 
coaft. 

Hannibal, after his firft winter in Italy, took the field for an early 
campaign ; and being inclined to counfcls the moil likely to furprife 
his enemies, took his way to Etruria, by apafTage in which the vales 
of the Appenines were marfhy, and, from the effects of the feafon > 
Rill covered with water. In a ftruggle of many days with the hard- 
fhips of this dangerous march, he loft many of his horfes and much 
of his baggage ; and himfelf, being feized with an inflammation in 
one of his eyes, loft the ufe of it. Having appeared, however, in a 
quarter where he was not expected, he availed himfelf of this degree 
of furpr ze with all his former activity and vigour. 

The character of Flaminius, who was raifed by the favour of the 
People in oppofition to the Senate, and who was now difpofed to 
gratify his conftituents by fome action of fplendor and fuccefs, en- 
:ouraged Hannibal to hope that he might derive fome advantage 

* 7 Polyb. lib. iii. c. 75. 
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from the ignorance and prcfumption of his enemy. He therefore 
endeavoured ro provoke the new Conful, by deflroying the country 
in his pre fence, and to brave his refentment, by feeming, on many 
occafion?, to expofe himfelf to his attacks. He even ventured to 
penetrate into the ceimtrv beyond him with an appearance of con- 
tempt. In one of thefe movements he marched by the banks 
c>£ the Lake Thraurnenus, over which the mountains role with a fud- 

ccn and fteep aiecm. He trailed that the Roman Conful would 

fr-lo-v him, and occupied a poft from which with advantage to at- 
tack him, if he mould venture to -engage amidft the difficulties of this 
narrow wav. On the day in which his defign was ripe for execu- 
tion, he was favoured in concealing his pohtion on the afcent of 
the mountains by a fog which covered the brows of the hills ; and 
he luccccded in drawing the Roman Conful into a ihare, in which 
he periihed, with the greater part of his army. 

The lets of the Romans in this action amounted to fifteen thou- 
fand me:, who fell by the fword, • or who were forced into the lake 
and drowned. Of thole who efcaped by different ways, fome con- 
tl::u:-d their fight forfourfcore miles, the diftance of this field of battle 

from Rome, and arrived in the city with the news of this difaftrcus 
event. On the i:r:1 reports great multitudes affembled at the place 
from which the Per vie were aceuftomcd to receive a communication 

o: pu jlic diipatches from the officers of State ; and the Pnctor, who 
then ccmmar.deu in the city, being to inform them of what had pa fled, 
becan hi;- account oi the action with thefe words : " "\Ye are van- 
11 qui.hed in a great battle ; the'Coriul, with great part of his army, 
" is ££1^.'' He was about to proceed, "but .could not be heard for the 

confiernatlcn and the cries which arofe among the People : in- 
fomuch, that perfons who had been preient in the action confeffed, 
they heard thefe words with a deeper impreffion, than any they 
had received amidft the bioodfhed and horrors- of the field ; and that 
it was then only they became fenfible of the whole extent of their lofs. 
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To encreafe the general affliction, farther accounts were brought, 
at the fame time, that four thoufand horie, which had been lent, 
upon hearing that Hannibal had paficd the Appenincs, by the Con- 
ful Scrvilius, to fupporl his colleague, were intercepted by the enemy 
and taken. The Senate continued their meetings for many days 
without interruption, and the People, greatly affected with the weight 
of their mortifications and d: {appointments, committed themielves 
with proper docility to the conduct of this rclpccbibb body. In 
eonfidcring the caufe of their repeated defeats, it is probable that 
they imputed them more to the difference of perfonal qualities in 
the leaders, than to any difference in the arms, difciplinc, or courage 
of the troops. In refpect to the choice of weapons, Hannibal was 
1*0 much convinced of the liipcriority of the Romans, that he availed 
himielf of his booty, on the Trebia and the Lake Thrafi menus, to 
arm his African veterans in their manner In refpect to difcipline 
and courage, although mere detachments of the Roman People were 
likely, in their fir ft campaigns, to have been inferior to veterans, 
hardened in the fervice of many years under Hamilcar, Hafdrubal, 

and Hannibal himfelf ; yet noihing is imputed by any hiftorian to 
this point of di (parity. They are not laid to have been backward 

in any attack, to have failed their general in the execution of any 
plan, to have difobeyed his orders, to have been feized with any 
panic, or, in any inftance, to have given way to the enemy, until, 
being caught in fome fnare by the itiperiority of the general, they 
fought with difadvantage, and periihed in great numbers on the 

field. 

The refult "of the Senate's deliberations was to name a Dictator. 
This mcafurc, except to difpenfe with fome form that hampered the 
ordinary magiftratc, had not been adopted during an interval of five 

18 Polyb. lib. in. c. 115. 
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3 0_ o K 2n d thirty years. The choice fell upon Quintus Fabius MaximUS, 

who feemed to porTefs the vigilance, caution, and vigour which were 
wanted in this arduous ftate of affairs. In proceeding to name him, 
the ufuaJ form which, perhaps, in matters of ftate, as well as in mat- 
ters cf religion, mould be fuppofed indifpenhble, could not be ob- 
ferved. Of the Coniuls, of whom one or the other, according to- 
antient practice, ought to name the Dictator, one was dead ; the 
other, being at a alliance, was prevented by the enemy from any 

communication with the city. The Senate, therefore, to elude the 
fuppofed necemty of his prefence, refolved that not a Dictator, but a 
Pro-dictator, mould be named ; and that the People mould themfelvcs 
chufe this officer, with all the powers that were ufually entrufted to 



the Dictator himfelf. Fabius was accordingly elected Pro-dictator, 
and in this capacirv named M. Minutius Rufus for his fecondin com- 
maud, or general of the horfe. 

While the Romans were thus preparing again to collect: their 
forces Kannibal continued to purfue his advantage. Fie might, 
with an enemv mere eaf.lv fubdued or daunted than the Romans, 
alreadv have expected great fruit from his victories, at lead he might 

have expected offers of cencefiion and overtures cf peace : but it is 

probable that he knew the character of this people enough, net to 
flatter himfelf fo early in the war with thefe expectations, or to hope 
that he cculd make any impreflion by a nearer approach to the city, 
by any attempt on its walls. He had already, by his prefence, 

enabled the nations of the northern and weftern parts of Italy to 



ihake off the dominion of Rome. He had the lame meafures to 
purine with refpect to the nations cf the South. The capital, he 
rrcbablv fuppofed, might be deprived of the fupport of its allies, 
cut eft from its refources, and even dcflroycd ; but while the State 
exilted could never be brought to yield to an enemy. 

Under 
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Under thefe impreflions the Carthaginian general, leaving Rome 
at a great diftance on his right, repaired the Appenines to the coaft 
of Picenum, and from thence directed his march to Apulia. Here 
he proceeded, as he had done on the fide of Etruria and Gaul, to 

lay wafte the Roman fettlements, and to detach the natives from 
their allegiance to Rome. But while he purfuedthis plan in one 
extremity of Italy, the Romans took meafures to recover the pof- 
feffions they had loft on the other, or at Ieaft to prevent the difaf- 
feeted Gauls from making any confiderable divcrfion in favour of 
their enemy. 

For this purpofe, while Fabius Maximus was affembling an army 

to oppofe Hannibal in Apulia, the Pnctor, Lucius Pofthumius, was 
lent with a proper force to the Po. Fabius having united the troops 
that had ferved under the Conful Servilius, with four legions newly 

raifed by himfelf, followed the enemy. On his march he ifllicd a 
proclamation, requiring all the inhabitants of open towns and vil- 
lages in that quarter of Italy to retire into places of fafety, and the 
inhabitants of every diftricl to which the enemy approached, to fet 
fire to their habitations and granaries, and to deftroy whatever they 
could not remove in their flight ' 9 . Though determined not to ha- 
zard a battle, he drew near to the Carthaginian army, and continued 

from the heights to obferve and to circumfcribe their motions. Time 
alone, he trufted, would decide the war in his favour, againft an 

enemy who was far removed from any fupply or recruit, and in a 
countiy that was daily wafting by the effect of their own de- 
predations. 

Hannibal, after endeavouring in vain to bring the Roman Dictator 
to a battle, perceived his defign to protract the war ; and confidering 

inaction as the principal evil he himfelf had to fear, frequently ex- 

19 Li v. Iib.xxii. c. iz. 

S 2 pofcd 



C H A 1\ 
V. 



r :a 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



S o o K poied his detachment?, and even his whole army, in dangerous fitu- 

atiens. The advantages he gave by theie a els of temerity were 
fometimes effectually feized by his vary antagonist, but more fre- 
cruentlv recovered by hia own fmgular conduct and unfailing re- 

In this temrorarv iiacrnation of Hannibal's fortune, and in the 
frequent opportunities which the Romans had, though in trilling en- 
counters, to meaihre their own rtrength with that of the enemy., 

their conscience began to revive. The Public refumed the tranquillity 
of ;:s Councils, and looked round with deliberation to collect its force. 

The recyle and the armv recovered from their laic conilernation, and 
tcck advantage of the breathing-time thev had gained, to ccnlurc 
the verv conduct to which thev owed the returns or their confidence 

w m 

and the renewal cf their hopes. They forgot their former defeats, 
and becran to imacrine that the enemv kept hi? footincr in Italy, bv 
the permulion, by the timidity, cr by the excc±7ive caution of their 
leader. 

A flight advantage over Hannibal, who had too much expofed 
his foraging panic?, gained by the general of the horfe in the ab- 
fence cf the Dictator, ccniirmed tlie army and the people in this 
f pinion, and greatly ihnk the reputation of Fabius. As he could 

net be iV.perfeded before the ulual term of his office was expired, the 
Senate ana People, though precluded by law from proceeding to an 

actual ccp'-iition, came to a reildution equally violent and unprece- 
dented, and which they hoped might induce him to refign his power. 



They railed the general cf the hcrie to an equal command with the 
rie:a::r, and ief; them to adjuR their pretenilons between them. 
Sv.cn anrents, under the notions of honour, v.hich in modern times 
are :.nne::ed to the military character, would have made it impoflible 
for the Dictate:- to remain in his itation. But in a commonwealth, 

where, to put any perfena! cGnfideration in competition with the pub- 
lic,, 
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lie, would have appeared abfurd ; Teeming injuries done by the State c 
to the honour of a citizen, only furnifhed him with a more fplendid 
occafion to difplay his virtue. The Roman Dictator continued to 
fervc under this diminution cf his rank and command, and over- 
looked with magnanimity the infults with which the people had re- 
quited the fervice he was rendering to his country. 

Minutius being now aflbciated with the Dictator, in order to be 
free from the reftraints of a joint command, and from the wary 
counfcls of his colleague, defired, as the propereft way of adjufting 
their pretentions, to divide the army between them. In this new 

fituaUon he foon after, by his rafhnefs, expofed himfelf and his di- 
vifion to be entirely cut off by the enemy. But being refcued by 
Fabius, he too gave proofs of a magnanimous fpirit, confcfTed the 
favour he had received, and committing himfelf, with the whole 
army to the conduct of his colleague, he left this cautious officer, 

during the remaining period of their joint command, to purfue the 
plan he had formed for the war ~°. 

At this time, however, the People, and even the Senate, were not 
willing to wait for the effect of fuch feemingly languid and dilatory 
mcafures as Fabius was inclined to purfue. They refolvcd to aug- 
ment the army in Italy to eight legions, which, with an equal number 
of the allies, amounted to eighty thouflind foot and feven thoufand 
two hundred horfe ; and they intended, in the approaching election of 
Confuls, to chufe men, not only of reputed ability, but of decifive and 
refolute Counfels. As fuch they elected C.Terentius Varro, fuppofed 
to be of a bold and dauntlefs fpirit ; and, in order to temper his ar- 
dour, joined with him in the command L. Emilius Paulus, an officer 
of approved experience, who had formerly obtained a triumph for 
his victories in Illyricum, and who was higli in the confidence of the 

Senate, as well as in that of the People. 



3 



20 Plutarch, in vit. Fab. Max, 
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Z O O K In the autumn before the nomination of thefe officers to command 

the Roman armv, Kannibal had furprifed the fcrtrefs of Cannce 
on the Aufidus, a place to which the Roman citizens of that quarter 
had retired with their effects, and at which they had collected con- 
nderable magazines and (lores. This, among other circumftances, 
determined the Senate to hazard a battle, and to furnifh the" new 
Coniuls with inftruciions to this effect. 

. Thefe officers, ir appears, having opened the campaign on the 
banks of the Auiidus, advanced by mutual confent within fix miles 
of the Carthaginian camp, which covered the village of Cannce. Here 
they differed in their opinions, and, by a Orange defect, in the Roman 

policy, which, in times of lefs virtue, muft have been altogether 
ruinous, and even in thefe times was ill fitted to produce a conliftent 
and well-iupported ieries of operations, had no rule by which to 
decide their precedency, and were obliged to take the command each 
a dav in his turn. 

Varro, contrarv to the opinion of his colleague, propofed to give 
battle on the plain, and with this intention, as often as the command 

devolved upon him, rlill advanced on the enemy. In order that he 

might occupy the paffage and both fides of the Aundus, he encamped 
in two feparare d: virions on its oppoiite banks, having his larger di- 
vision on the right of the ri ver, cyy ;/cd to Hannibal's camp. Still 
taking the opportunity r : h: ««:rn to command the army, he paflcd 
v/iththe lawyer divir.C:i tc a ; ; ihi, fuppoied to be on the left of the 
Au*:dus, ?r.d there, though field was too narrow to receive the 
legions in their uK;al form, he preifed tliem together, and gave the 

^aerr.v, if he.choie ir, an opportunity to engage. To accommodate 

his order ro the extent of his ground, he contracted the head, and 
the intervals cf his n.anipuies or columns, making their depth 
greatly : .1 exceed the front which they turned to the enemy *\ 

Ha 
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He placed his cavalry on the flanks, the Roman knights on his 
right towards the river, and the horfemen of the allies on the left. 

Hannibal no fooner faw this movement and difpofition of the 
enemy, than he haftened to meet them on the plain which they had 
chofen for the field of action. He likewifc paffed the Aufidus, and, 
with his left to the river and his front to the fouth, formed his army 

upon an equal line with that of the enemy. 

He placed the Gaulifh and Spaniih Cavalry on his left facing the 
Roman knights, and the Numidians on his right facing the allies. 

The flanks of his infantry, on the right and the left, were com- 
pofed of the African foot, armed in the Reman manner, with the 
pilum, the heavy buckler, and the flabbing fword. His centre, 
though oppofed to the choice of the Roman- legions, confifted of. the 

Gaulifh and the Spaniih foot, varioufly armed and intermixed to- 
gether. 

Hitherto no advantage feemed to be taken on either fide. As 

the armies fronted fouth and north, even the Sun, which rofe foon 
after they were formed, fhone upon the flanks, and was no difad- 

vantagc to either. The fuperiority of numbers was greatly on the 
fide of the Romans but Hannibal retted his hopes of victory on 
two circumllances ; firlt, on a motion to be made by his cavalry, if 
they prevailed on either of the enemy's wings; next, on a pofition 
he was to take with his centre, in order to begin the action from 
thence, to bring the Roman legions into fome diforder, and expofe 
them, under that difadvantage, to the attack which he was prepared 
to make with his veterans on both their flanks. 

The action accordingly began with a charge of the Gaulifh and 
Spaniih horfe, who, being fuperior to the Roman knights, drove 
them from their ground, forced them into the river, and put the greater 

part of them to the fword. By this event the flank of the Roman 

arm y , 
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s O O K army, which might have been joinea ") the Aufidus, was entirely 

uncovered. 

* 

Having performed this fervice, the victorious cavalry had orders 
to wheel at full gallop round the rear of their own army, and to join 
the Numidian horfe on their right, who were ftill engaged with the 
Roman allies. By this unexpected junction, the left 'wing of the 
Roman army was likewlfe put to flight, and purfued by the African 
horfe ; at the fame time the Spaniih cavalry prepared to attack the 
Roman iufantrv, wherever thev ihould be ordered on the flank, or 

the rear. 

"While thefe important event? took place on the wings, Hannibal 
amufed the Roman legions cf the main body with a lingular move- 



ment that was mace bv the Gauls and Spaniard?, and with which 
he propefed to begin the action. Thefe came forward, not in a 
ilreight line abrea'.t, but hvehing out to a curve in the centre, with- 
out disjoining their flanks from the African infantry, who remained 

iirm on their ground. 

Bv this motion thev formed a kind of crefcent convex to the front. 
The Roman manmules of the ricrht and the left, fearincr, bv this fin- 
gular diirohticu, to have no thare m the action, haftencd to bend their 
line into a correiy ending curve, and, in rrcrortion as tlicv came to 
cloie with the enemy, charged them with a confident and impetuous 
courage. The Gauh and Spaniards refilled this charge no longer than 
was r.eceuarv to awaken the rrccmitant ardour with which victorious 
troor s oiten biindlv purlue a flvin<r cnemv. And the Roman line beine 
bent, and fronting inwards to the centre of its concave, the legions 
currued where the cnemv ied them. Hurrvino; from the flanks to fhare 
in the victcn* thev narrowed their fpace as thev advanced, and the 
men who were accuftomed to have a fquareof fix feet clear for wielding 

their amis , being now pre fled together, fo as to prevent entirely the 

ufe 
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life of their fwords, found themfelves ftruggling againft each other C 
for fpace, in an inextricable and hopelefs confufion. 

Hannibal, who had waited for this event, ordered a general charge 

of his cavalry on the rear of the Roman legions, and at the fame time 
an attack from his African infantry on both their flanks ; by thefe dif- 

pofitions and joint operations, without any confiderable lofs to himfelf, 
he effected an almoft incredible flaughter of his enemies. With the U( 
lofs of no more than four- thoufand, and thefe chiefly of the Spanifh 
and Gaulifh infantry, he put fifty thoufand of the Romans to the 
fword. \ 

The Conful, Emilius Paulas, had been wounded in the fhock of 
the cavalry ; but when he faw the condition in which the infantry 
were engaged, he refilled to be carried off, and was flain The 
Confuls of the preceding year, with others of the fame rank, were 
Ixkewife killed. Of fix thoufand horfe only feventy troopers efcaped 

with Varro. Of the Infantry three thoufand fled from the carnage 

that took place on the field of battle, and ten thoufand who had 

been ported to guard the camp were taken. 

The unfortunate Conful, with fuch of the ftragglers as joined him 
in his retreat, took pofl at Venufia ; and with a noble confidence in 
his own integrity, and in the refources of his country, put himfelf in 
a pofture to refift the enemy, till he could have inftruclions and re- 
inforcements from Rome 23 . 

This calamity which had befallen the Romans in Apulia, was accom- 
panied with the defeat of the Praetor Pofthumius, who, with his army,. 

m 

on the other extremity of the country, was cut off by the Gauls. A ge- 
neral ferment arofe throughout all Italy. Many cantons of Grecian ex- 
traction, having been about fixty years fubjecl: to Rome, now declared 
for Carthage. Others, feeling themfelves releafed from the dominion 

44 He has received from the poet the following honourable grave : Aninueqne magna? 

yrodignm Paulum fuperante Pceno. Hor. Car. lib. i. Ode 12. 13 Liv. lib, jodii. 
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£ of the Romans, but intending to recover their liberties, not merely 

to change their matters, now waited for an opportunity to ftipulate 
the conditions on which they were to join the victor. Of this num- 
ber were the cities of Capua, Tarentum, Locri, Metapontus, Cro- 

tona, and other towns in the fouth-eafl of the peninfula. In other 
cantons, the people being divided -and oppofed to each other with 
great animofity, feverally called to their afli fiance fuch of the parties 

at war as they judged were moil likely to fupport them againft their 

antagonifis. Some of the Roman colonies, even within the diftri&s that 
were open to the enemy's incurfiens, full adhered to the metropolis ; 

but the pciTefiions of the republic were greatly reduced, and fcarcely 
equalled what the State had acquired before the expulfion of Pyrrhus 
from Italy, or even before the annexation of Campania, or the con- 
quell of Sarnnium. The allegiance of her fubjec"ts and. the faith of 

her allies in Sicily were greatly fnaken. Hiero, the king of Syracufe, 
who had fome time, under the notion of an alliance, cherifhed his 
dependance on Rome, being now greatly funk in the decline of years, 
could no longer anfwer for the conduct of his own court, and died 
foon after this event, leaving his fucceffors to change the party of the 
vanquiihed for that of the victor. 

Hitherto the nations of Greece and of Alia had taken no part in 



the center! of thofe powerful rivals. But the Romans having already 
interfered in the affairs of Greece, and made their ambition be felt be- 
yond the Adriatic and the Ionian Sea, the news of their fuppofed ap- 
proaching fall was received there with attention : it awakened the hopCS 
of many who had fuSered from the effects of their power. Among thefe 
Demetrius, the exiled king of Pharos, being Mill at the court of Ma- 
cedonia, and much in the confidence of Philip, who had recently 
mounted the throne of that kingdom, urging that it was impoflible 
to remain an indifferent fpectatcr in the ccnteft of fuch powerful 

nations, periuaded the king to prefer the alliance of Carthage to that 

2 of 
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of Rome, and to join with Hannibal in the reduction of the Roman c H A P. 

. . . . . "V* 

power ; obferving, that with the merit of declaring himfelf while the 

event was yet in any degree uncertain, the king of Macedonia would 

be juftly intitled to a proper fhare of the advantages to be reaped in 

ffte conquer!. 

Philip accordingly endeavoured to accommodate the differences 
which he had to adjuft: with the Grecian States, and fent an officer 
into Italy to treat with Hannibal, and with the Carthaginian deputies 
who attended the camp. In the negotiation which followed it was 
agreed, that the king of Macedonia and the republic of Carthage 
mould confider the Romans as common enemies ; that they fhould 
purine the war in Italy with their forces united, and make no peace 
but on terms mutually agreeable to both. In this treaty the intercft 
of the prince of Pharos was particularly attended to ; and his re- 

Iteration to the kingdom from which he had been expelled by the 
Romans, with the recovery of the hoftages which had been exacted 
from him, were made principal articles **. 

Hannibal, from the time of his arrival in Italy, after having made 
war for three years in that country, had received no fupply from 
Africa, and feemed to be left to purfue the career of his fate with 
fiich refources as he could deviie for himfelf; but this alliance with 
the king of Macedonia, promiled amply to make up for the de- 
ficiency of his aids from Carthage ; and Philip, by an eafy paffage 
into Italy, was likely to furnim him with every kind of fupport or 
encouragement that was ncceflary to accomplish the end of the war. 

The Romans were apprifed of this formidable acceffion to the 
power of their enemy, as well as of the general defection of then- 
own allies, and of the revolt of their fubjects. Though taxes were 

accumulated on the people, and frequent loans obtained from the- 

z * Li v. lib. xxxiii. c. 3 3. 
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commiffaries and contractors employed in the public fervice, their 
expences began to be ill fupplied. There appeared not, how- 
ever, in their councils, notwithstanding all tfaefe circumftances of 
difhrefs, the fmalleft diipofirion to purchafe fafety by mean con- 
ceffions of any fort. When the vanquimed Conful returned to the 
city, in order to attend the nomination of a perfon who, in this 
extremity of their fortunes, might be charged with the care of the 
commonwealth, the Senate, as confeious that he had acted at 
Cannse by their own inductions, and had, upon the fame mo- 
tives that animated the whole Roman People, difdained, with a 

fuperior army, to ftand in awe of his enemy, or to refufe him battle 
upon equal ground, went out in a kind of procefTion to meet him ; 
and, upon a noble idea, that men are not anfwcrable for the ftrokes 
of fortune, nor for the effects of fuperior addrefs in an enemy, they 
overlooked his temerity and his mifcondudr. in the action ; they 
attended only to the undaunted afpect he preferred after his defeat, 
returned him thanks for not having defpairedof the commonwealth 15 ; 
and from, thence forward continued their preparations for war, with 
all the dignity and pride of the moft profperous fortune. They re- 
futed to ranfom the prifoners who had been taken by the enemy at 
Carina:, and treated with fullen contempt, rather than feverity, thofe 
who by an early flight had efcaped from the Held ; being peti- 
tioned to employ them again in the war, " "We have no fervice," 
they laid, " for men who could leave their fellow citizens engaged 
" with an enemy. 1 ' They feemed to rife in the midft of their dif- 
trefs, and to gain ftrength from misfortune. They prepared to at- 
tack or to refift at once, in all the different quarters to which the war 
was likely to extend, and took their meafures for the fupport of it 
in Spain, in Sardinia and Sicily, as well as in Italy. They continued 

In the fzsjons snd admired expreir.cn, Quia de rcpubiica non defperdflet. 

their 
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their fleets at fea; not only obferved, and obftructed the com- 
munications of Carthage with the feats of the war, but having inter- 
cepted part of the correfpondence of Philip with Hannibal, they 

fent a powerful fquadron to the coaft of Epirus ; and, by an alliance 

with, the States of Etolia, whom they perfuaded- to renew their late 
war with Philip, found that prince fufficient employment on the 
frontiers of his own kingdom, effectually prevented his fending any 
fupply to Hannibal, and, in the fequel, reduced him to the humiliating 
neceflity of making a feparate peace. 

In the ordinary notions which are entertained of battles a'nd their 
confequences, the laft victory of Hannibal at Canna?, in the fequel 
of fo many others that preceded it, ought to have decided the war ; 
and fucceeding ages have blamed this general for not marching di- 
rectly to the capital, in order to bring the conteft to a fpeedy termi- 
nation by the reduction of Rome itfelf. But his own judgment 
is of much more weight than that of the perfons who cenfure him, 
lie knew the character of the Romans and his own ftrength. Though 
victorious, he was greatly weakened by his victories, and at a diftance 
from the means of a reinforcement or fupply. He was unprovided 

with engines of attack ; and, fo far from being in a condition to 
venture on the fiege of Rome, that he could not undertake even 

that of Naples, which, after the battle of Canna?, refufed to open its 
gates; and, indeed, foon after this date he received a check from 
Marcellus in attempting the fiege of Nola ~ 6 . 

The Romans, immediately after their difafter at Cannx, prepared 
again to act on the oifenfive, formed a frefh army of five and twenty 
thoufand men, which they fent, under the Dictator Junius Pera, 
to collect the remains of their late vanquifhed forces, and to annoy 

the enemy wherever they might find them expofed. 

16 Liv. lib, ?o(iii. c. 14, 15, 16. 

Hannibal 



142 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



CHAP. 

v. 



Hannibal kept in motion*with his army to protect the cantons that 

were inclined to declare on his fide ; but, together with the extent 

and multiplication of his new poffefiions, which obliged him to di- 
vide his army in order to occupy and to fecure them, he became fen- 
fible of his weaknefe ; and, with the accounts fent to Carthage of his 
victories, he like wife fent rep refen tat ions of his lofFes, and demanded 
a fupply of men, cf ftores, and of money. He was indeed in his 
new fituaticn fo much in want of thefe articles, that, having in the 
three hrfl years of the war apparently raifed the reputation of Car- 
thage to the greateii height, and procured to his country more allies 

and more territory in Italy than were left in the power of the Romans, 

together with Capua, and other cities, more wealthy than Rome itfelf, 
and furrounded with lands better cultivated, and more full of re- 
fources, yet his affairs from thenceforward began to decline. 

Armies are apt to fuffer, no lefs from an opinion, that all the ends 

cf their fervice are obtained, than they do from defeats, and from 

defpair cf fuccefs. The foldiers of Hannibal, now elated with victory, 

perhaps grown ricfrwith the plunder of the countries they had over- - 

run, and of the armies they had defeated ; and prefuming, that the 

war was at an end, or that they themfelves ought to be relieved, or 
fent to enjoy the rewards of lb glorious and fo hard a fervice, be- 
came remifs in their diicipline, or indulged themfelve3 in all the ex- 

ceues, of which the means were to be found in their prefent fituation. 
Being mere foldiers of fortune, without a country, or any civil ties to 
unite them together, they were governed by the fole authority of 
their leader, and by their confidence in his fingular abilities. Al- 
though there is no infeance of their openly mutinying againft him 
in a body, there are many inftances of their feparately and clandes- 
tinely deferring his fervice. The Spanifh and Numidian horfe, in par- 
ticular, to whom he owed great part of his victories, upon fome dif- 

appointment in their hopes, or upon a difguft taken at the mere 

ftagnation 
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ftagnation of his fortune, went over in troops and fquadrons to the 

* 

enemy 17 . His hopes from the fide of Macedonia were entirely dif- 
appointed, the power of that nation having full employment at 
home * 8 . He found himfelf unable, without dividing his forces, 
to preferve his recent conquefts, or to protect the Italians who had 
declared for him. Some of his poifeflions, therefore, he abandoned 
or deftroyed ; and the natives of Italy, become the victims of his 
policy, or left to the mercy of the Romans whom they had offend- 
ed, became averfe to his caufe, or felt that they could not rely on 

■ 

his power to protect them I9 . Moved by thefe confiderations, he 

made earned applications at Carthage for reinforcements and fup- 
plies, to enable him to continue the war. But the councils of that 
republic, though abject in misfortune, were infolent or remifs in 

profperity. Being broken into factions, the projects of one party, 

however wife, were fruftrated by the oppofition of the other. One 
faction received the applications of Hannibal witli fcorn. " Do 
" victories," they faid, " reduce armies to the want of reinforce- 
" ments and of fupplies, even againft the very enemies they had 
" vanquifhed ? And do the acquisitions of Hannibal require more 
" money and men to keep them than were required to make them ? 
" Other victorious generals are proud to difplay the fruits of their 
" conquefts, or bring home the fpoils of their enemies to enrich their 
" own country, inftead of draining it to fupport a career of vain and 

" unprofitable victories." . 

Thefe invectives concluded with a motion, which, on the i'uppo- 
fition that the advantages gained by Hannibal were real, was well- 
founded in wifdom and found policy : that the occafion mould be 

■ 

veized to treat with the Romans, when the State had rcafon to ex- 
* 

z ? Liv. lib, xxiii. c. 46. * 8 Ibid. lib. xxvi. c 28—29. xxv'rii. c. 4. 

a » Ibid. lib. xxvii. c. I and 16. 
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peel: the mod advantageous terms. But this council either was, or 
appeared to be, the language of faction ; and no meafures were adopt- 
ed, either to obtain peace, or effectually to fupport the war. 

The friends, as well as the enemies of Hannibal, contributed to 
the neglect with which he was treated. In proportion as his friends 
admired him, and gloried in his fortune, they acted as if he alone 
were able to furmount every difficulty ; and they accordingly 
were remifs in fopporting him. The republic, under the effects of 

this wretched policy, with all the advantages of her navigation and 
of her trade, fuffered her navy to decline, and permitted the Ro- 
man? to obftruct, or moleft, all the pafiages by which ihe could 

communicate with her armies in Spain and Italy, or her allies in 
Sicily and Greece 33 . They voted indeed to Hannibal, on the prefent 
occalion, a reinforcement of four thoufand Numidian horfe, forty 
elephants, and a fum of money. But this refolution appears to 

have langaifhed in the execution ; and the armament, when ready 
to fail, was. fuffered to be diverted from its purpofe, and ordered to 
Spain inffead of Italy 

Notwithstanding thefe mortifications and difappointments, Han- 
nibal full kept his footing in Italy for fixteen years ; and fo long 
gave fufficient occupation to the Romans, in recovering, by flow and 
cautious fteps, what he had ravUhed from them in three years, and 
by a few daring examples of ability and valour. When the war had 
taken this turn,, and the Romans, by the growing {kill and ability 
cf their leaders, as well as by the unconquerable fpirit of their people, 
began to prevail, Hannibal, receiving no fupport directly from 
Africa, endeavoured to procure it from Spain by the junction of his 
brother Hafdrubal, to whom he recommended a fecond paflage 
ever the Alps, in imitation of that which he himfelf had' accompliih- 



5 -Li v. lib. xxviii. c. 4. 



Ibid* lib. xxiii. c 13 and 3Z. 



OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. 



ed. Every attempt of this fort, however, had been defeated, darirg 
fix years, by the vigour and abilities of the two Scipios, Ciy.ius and 
Publius, and afterwards by the fupcrior genius of the youn^ i'ublius 
Scipio, who, fucceeding the father and the uncle, as will be feen in the 
fequel, fupported, with frefli luftre, the caufe of his country. 

The two Scipios, after fome varieties of fortune, though, whi J e 
they acted together, they were generally fuecefsful, having, in the 
feventh year of this war, fenarated their forces, were both, within 
the fpace of forty days, betrayed or deferted by their allies, and cut 
off by the fuperior force of the enemy. 

The natives of Spain had, by their want of union and military 
fkill, as has been mentioned, fuffered many foreign cftablifh meats 
to be made in their country ; they had permitted the Carthaginian?, 
in particular, to poffefs thcmfelves of a confiderable territory ; but 
afterwards, in order to remove them from thence, accepted of the 
protection of the Romans ; and, in the fequel, occafionally applied 
to either of thefe parties for aid againft the other, being, during the 
greater part of this war, the unliable friends, or irrefolute enemies 

of both. 

A fervice of lb much danger, fo little in public view, and at a 

diftancc from the principal fcenes of the war, was not fought for as 
an opportunity to accumulate fame. The young Scipio, fired with 
the memory of his father and of his uncle, who had fallen in that fer- 
vice, and, inftead of being deterred by their fate, eager to revenge 
their fall, courted a command, which every other Roman is faid to 
have declined. This young man, as has been obferved, had begun 
3iis military fervices, in the lirft year of this war, on the Tecinus, 
where he had the good fortune to refcue his father. He was af- 
terwards prefent at the battle of Canna?, and was one of the few, 
who, from that difaftrous field, forced their way to Canufium. Be- 

Vol. 1. U ing 
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in 3 chofen commander by thofe who efcaped to this place, he pre~ 
vented the eEeai of a c efperate refolution thev had taken to abandon 

Ira.r. IMar.v cf the feverer forms of the commonwealth having been 

d up-: /.fed with in the present exigencies of the State, Scipio had been 
l":^;.-:: Edhe, though under the legal {landing and age, being only 
tmn.ed of twer.rv-rcur, one rear vcimcrer than Kannibal was when he 
tech -.he command of the army in Spain, and four years younger 

Such rardeulars rjiatint to men cf Ulterior srenius and virtue, are 

in the high c it degree Lueroilir.g to mankind. It is even plcafmg to- 

knr w, that this young man wa.-, according to Livy. tall and graceful 

in his p:r:?n, with a beautiful countenance, and engaging alp eft. 

The Ramans had be::: hitherto preserved in all the extremities of 
their fortune by the fiiperlority of their national character, and by 

means cf political cf:abliihment?, which, although they do not 
infpire men with iuperior genius, yet raile ordinary citizens to 
a degree cf elevation approaching to heroilin ; enabling the ftates 
they compote to fubfut in great dangers, and to await the ap- 
pearance cf iuperior men. They had not yet oppofed to Han- 
nibal an ollicer .of iimilar talents, or of a like fupcriority to the 
ordinary race of mankind. Scipio was the iirft who gave indubit- 
able proofs of his title to this character 3 \ Upon his arrival in Spain, 
with a fleet of thirty gabies, and ten thoufand men, he found the 
remains cf the vauquilhed Romans retired within the Iberus, where, 

under the command of T. Fcnteius and Lucius iSIarcius, they had 

icarce'iy been able to withstand the further progrefs of the enemy 3 \ 
There he accordingly landed, and fixed his principal quarters for the 
winter at Tarraeona. Bv his information of the pofture of the 
enemy, it appeared, that they had placed all their magazines and 

- ; I.:.-, lib. xsv:. c. .S. ip ; &c. 23 Ibid. lib. x\\i. c. J 9 and 20. 

3 {lores 
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flores at New Carthage; and thar, thinking this place lu/Ticieiilly c W A ? - 

Jecurcd by a garriibn of a thoufand men, they liad isparated their * 



army into three divifiens, and were gone in different directions to 
extend their pofleflions, or to cover the territories they had acquired. 
Of thefe dlwfions, none were nearer to their principal Ration than 
ten days march. 



Upon thefe informations, Scipio formed a project to furprize the 

town of New Cartilage, though at a di fiance from Tarragona of 
above three hundred miles. I-Jc rifled his hopes of luccefs on the 
fecurity of his encmie?, and on the prolpcdl of being able to accom- 
plim the greater part of his march before his defign mould be fuf- 
pe&cd, or before any mcafures could be taken to prevent him. For 
this purpofe, he difelefed it to Lxlius alone ; and gave him orders 
to fleer for that place with his fleet, while he himfeif made hafly 
marches by land. This city was fituatcd, like Old Carthage, on a 
peninfula, or neck of land, furrounded by the fea. Scipio took pod 
on the ifthmus, fortified himfeif towards the continent, from which 

he had reafon to expect fome attempt would be made to relieve the 
place, and fecured himfeif on that fide, before he attacked the 
town. 

In his firfl attempt on the ramparts he was repulfed ; but ob- 
fcrving, that at low water, the walls were acceflible at a weaker 

place than that at which he had made his aflault ; and having en- 
couraged his men, by informing them, that the God of the fea had 
promifed to favour them, which they thought to be verified by the 
feafonable ebb which enfucd, he there planted his ladders, and forced 

his way into the town. Here he made a great booty in captives, 

money, and fliips 3+ . 

In this manner Scipio conducted his firfl exploit in Spain ; and 
having carried on the war with equal ability and fucceis for live 

34 Polyb. lib. x. c. 9 — 15 — 17. Appian dc Bell. Hifpan. 

U 2 years, 
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vean, he obliged the Carthaginians, after repeated defeats, to aban~ 

don that country. He himfelf, while Hafdrubal attempted to join 
his brother Hannibal in Lucania, and Mago to make a diverfion 
in his favour in Liguria, returned to Rome. He was yet under 
thirtv vears of age, and not legally qualified to bear the office of 
ConfuL But having an unqueftionable title to the higheft confi- 
dence of his countrv, the fer vices which he had already performed 
procured a diipenfation in his favour. He was accordingly raifed to 
the Confulate ; and when the provinces came to be affigned to the 
oiiicers of Rate, he moved that Africa £hould be included in the 
number, and be allotted to himfelf : " There," he laid, " the 
44 Carthaginians mav receive the deepeft wounds, and from thence 



c: be the iboneft obliged for their own fafety to recal their forces 
" from Italv." 

This motion was unfavourably received by the greater part of the 
Senate ; it feemed to be matter of furprize, that, while Rome itfelf 
lav between two hoftile armies, that of Hannibal in Brutium, and 
that of Mago in Liguria or Gaul, the Conful mould propofe to drip 
the republic of fo great a force as would be ncceflary for the invafion 



of Africa :i . The fatal mil-carriage of Regulus on that ground in a 

former war, the unhappy efrecls of precipitant counfels in the be- 



ginning of the prefent, were cited againfl him; and the defire of 

fo arduous a Ration was even accounted prefumptuous in fo young 

a man. 

Amine: the dimeulties which Seipio met with in obtaining the 
cenfent c: the Senate to the execution of his plan, is mentioned the 
di: inclination of the great Fabius, who, from a prepoflefTion in fa- 
ef that dilatory war, by which he himfelf had acquired fo 
mucb glory ; and by which, at a time when procraflination was ne- 



ceffary, 
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ceflary, he had retrieved the fortunes of his country, obftinately op- 

pofed the adopting of .this hazardous project. 

It had been, for the mod part, an eftablifhed maxim in the coun- 
fels of Rome, to carry war, when in their power, into the enemy's 

country. They had been prevented in the prefent cafe only by .the 

unexpected appearance of Hannibal in Italy, and were likely to re- 
turn to the execution of their fir ft defi<rn as foon as their affairs at 
home fhould furnifh them with a fufficient refpite. We may, there- 
fore, conceive what they felt of the difficulties of the prefent war, 
from this and other circum fiances ; that even after fortune had fo 
greatly inclined in their favour, they did not yet think themfelves in 
condition to retaliate on the enemy ; or fafe again ft the defigns 
which Hannibal might form in Italy, if they fhould divide their 
forces, or detach fo great a part of them as might be neceflary to 

execute the project of a war in Africa. 

They concluded, however, at laft, with fome hefitation, that Scipio, 
while the other Conful fhould remain oppofed to Hannibal in Italy, 
might have for his province the Ifland of Sicily, difpofe of the forces 
that were ftill there, receive the voluntary fupplies of men and of 
money, which he himfclf might be able to procure ; and if he found, 

upon mature deliberation, a proper opportunity, that he might make 

a defcent upon Africa. Agreeably to this refolution, he fet out for 

the province afligned him, having a confiderable fleet equipped by 

private contribution, and a body of feven thoufand volunteers, who 

embarked in high expectation of the fervice in which he propofed 
to employ them 36 . 

While Scipio, by his exertions in Spain, was rifing to this degree 
of eminence in the councils of his country, the war, both in Sicily 

and in Italy, had been attended with many fignal events, and fur- 



30 Appian dc Bell. Pome 



nifhed 
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nifned many proofs of diiYinguimed ability in the courfe of its ope- 

3 

ration?, highly intereiling to thofe who are qualified to receive in- 
ftruclion from inch examples of conduct, and from the experience 

cf great events. ' But in the fuinmary account of the fteps by 

which the Romans afcended to empire, we can only point out the 

tract by which they • advanced ; and, with a few general obfer- 

vatiens on the means, haften to contemplate the end which they 

attained. 

The fortunes of Hannibal, as we have already remarked, had 
been feme time on the decline. Capua and Tarentum, notwithftand- 
ing his utmoR efforts to preierve them, had been taken by the Ro- 
man?. While the nrfr of theie places was bcfieged, he endeavour- 
ed to force the enemies lines ; and being repulfed, made a feint, by 
a hafty march towards Rome itfelf, to draw off the befiegers. By 
this movement he obtained a fight of that famous city ; but again 

retired without having gained any advantage from this intended di- 
version. His allies, in Sicily, were entirely overwhelmed by the 
reduction of Svracufe ; but that which chieflv affected his caufe, 
by cutting off all hopes of future fupplics or reinforcements, was the 
fall of his brother Hafdrubal. This officer had found means to elude 
the forces of Scipio in Spain ; and attempted, by purfuing the trad 

of his brother into Italy, to join him in that country. In this defign 
he actually furrnounted all the dinkukics of the Pyrenees and of the 

Alps, had paiTed the Po and the Rubicon, and advanced to the Me- 

taurus before he met with any conuderable check. There, at laft, he 

encountered with the Roman Coniuis, M. Claudius Nero and M. 

Livius Salinator, and was defeated with the lofs of his whole army, 
amounting to fifty thoufand men, of whom not one efcaped being 
taken or ilain ". 



- - 
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On this occafion, the Romans, who had fo long left their pofiefnons c 
in the country a prey to tlie enemy, began to enjoy fbmc degree 
of fecurity, returned to their ruined habitations, and refumed 
the labours of the field. Hannibal, as overwhelmed with defpair or 
affliction, confefled, that he could no longer be in doubt of the fate 
that awaited his country 33 . From this time he contracted his quarters, 
withdrew his polls from Apulia, gave intimation to all his allies in 
Italy, who had much to fear from the refentmcnt of the Romans, 
that they fliould retire under the covert of his army in Brutium* 
Here he himfelf remained on the defend ve ; and, as if fjnfible that his 
career in Italy was nearly at an end, erected thofc curious monu- 
ments which are cited by Polybius, and on which were recorded the 

particulars of his march from Spain to Italy, and the numbers of his 
army at different periods of the war 

In the following year, Mago, as we have obferved, being unable 
to effect any confidcrable fervice in Spain, had orders to make fail 
for Italy, and once more endeavour to reinforce the army of Han- 
nibal. But, having loft fome time in a fruitlefs attempt on New 
Carthage, and a report in the mean time having fprcad of Scipio's 
intention to invade Africa, he received a fecond order to land at 
Genua ; and, that he might diflract or employ the forces of the 

Romans at home, endeavour to rekindle the war in Liguria and 
Gaul. 

Such was the flate of affairs when Scipio propofed to invade Africa, 
pafied into Sicily, and employed the whole year of his Confulate 
in making preparations. In this interval, however, having accefs by 
fea to the coafts which were occupied by Hannibal in Italy, he forced 

■ 

the town of Locri, and polled a garrifon there, under the command 

of Pleminius, an officer, whofe lingular abufes of power became the 

33 Agnofccrs fe fort u nam Carthr.ginif. Li v. lib. xxvii. fine. 29 Li v. lib. xxviii. fine. 

fubjects 
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fuhjects of complaint at Rome, and drew fomc cenfure on Scipio 
himiclf, by whom he was employed, and fuppofed to be -coun- 
tenanced. 

Scinio was faid, on this occafion, not only to have connived at the 
outrages committed by Pleminius, whom he had ftationed at Locri, 

but to have been himfelr, while at Syracufe, abandoned to a life of ef- 
feminacy and pleafure, unworthy of a perfon entrufted with lb import- 
ant a command. It may appear flrange, that this cenfure fhould arife 
from hi 5 having lhewn a difpoiition at Syracufe to become acquainted 

with the learning of the Greeks. His enemies gave out, that he 
aSeftei the manners of that people ; that lie paffed his time among 
books, ar.d in public places of converfation and exercife. Upon 
thefe fiirrnife?, a commiffion was granted to the Praetor of Sicily, 
with ten Senators, two Tribunes of the People, and one of the Ediles, 

■ 

who had crders to join the Prjetor in that ifland. To thefe ift- 

ftruciior.: were given, that if they found Scipio accefTary to the dis- 
orders commuted at Locri, or reprehenfible in his own conduit, 

they fhould lend him in arreft to Rome : but that, if they found him 

innocent, he ihould continue in his command, and be fuffered to 
carry the war wherever he thought moft expedient for the good of 
the c o m :n o n v.- e akh . 

The members of this formidable court of inqueft, having landed 

at Locri, in their way to Sicily, ordered Pleminius, with thirty of 
his cfheers, in chains to Rome : and from Locri, proceeding to 
Svracufe, they reported from thence, that Scipio was no way ac- 

ccflarv to the crimes committed by the troops in garrifon at Locri : 
and that within the dixbrict. of his own immediate command the 
allies were fully protected, and the troops preferved in fuch order 
and discipline "\ as, whenever they mould be employed, gave the 
moil encouraging proipeel of victory. 

4C Liv. lib. xxix. c. 20. 

Such 
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Such was the report in favour of this young man, who appears to 
have been the firft Roman ftatefman or warrior, who mewed any con- 
siderable difpofition to become acquainted with the literature and inge- 
nious arts of the Greeks. In this particular, his Carthaginian rival is 

faid to have advanced before him, having long ftudied the language and 
learning of thofe nations ; and having in his retinue fome perfons 
from Greece .to aid him in the ufe of their writings. 

Scipio, while he commanded the Roman army in Spain, having 
already conceived his defign upon Africa, had with this view opened 
a correspondence with Syphax, king of Numidia ; and had actually 
made a vifit in perfon to this prince, who, being at variance with 
Carthage, was eafily prevailed upon to promife his Support to the 
Romans, in cafe they mould carry the war into that country. The 
Roman general, now ready to embark with a confiderable army, 

Sent Larlius with the fir ft divilion, probably to examine the coaft, to 
chufe a proper ftation at which to fix the afiembling of his fleet, and 

to call upon the king of Numidia to perform his engagements. 

This divifion of the fleet, at its firft appearance, was fuppofed to 
bring the Roman Proconful, with all his forces, from Sicily ; and the 
Carthaginians, whatever reafon they might, for fome time, have had 

to'expeft this event, were, in a great meafurc, unprepared for it. 
They had their levies to make at home, and troops to hire from 
abroad ; their fortifications were out of repair, and their ftores and 
magazines unfurnifhed. Even their fleet was not in a condition to 

meet that of the enemy. They now haftened to fupply thefe de- 
fects ; and, though undeceived with refpect to the numbers and 
force of the firft embarkation, they made no doubt that they were 
foon to expecT: another; accordingly they continued their preparations, 
and took every meafure to Secure themfelves, or to avert the ftorm 
with which they were threatened. 

Vol. I. X Thev 
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They had recently made their peace with Syphax, king of Nu~ 
midia ; and, inftead of an enemy in the perfon of this prince, had 
obtained for themfelves a zealous ally. He had broke off his en- 
gagements "with Scipio and the Romans, tempted by his paffion for 
Sophonilba, the daughter of Hafdrubal, a principal citizen of Car- 
tilage, who refuted to marry him on any other term*. But this 
tranl action, which procured to the Carthaginians one ally, loft them 
another : for this high-minded woman, who, inftead of a dower, 
contracted for armies in defence of her country, had formerly 

captivated Maffinhla, another Numidian prince, that, being de- 
prived of his kingdom by Syphax, had received his education, and 

formed his attachments, at Carthage' 1 . Maflinifla, while he had 
hopes of an alliance with the family of Hafdrubal, engaged all his 
partizans in Numidia in behalf of the Carthaginians; and he himfelf. 

fought their battles in perfon. But, ftung with his difappointment, 
and the preference which was given to his rival, he determined to 
court the favour of their enemies ; had made advances to Scipio, 
before his departure from Spain ; and now, hearing of the arrival of 
the Roman fleet, haftened to Kippo, where Lrelius had come to an 
anchor, and mace offer of his aftiftance, with that of his friends in 
the kingdom of Numidia. 

Such was the ftate of parties in Africa, when this country was 

about to become the fcene of war. The Carthaginians, ftill in hopes 
of diverting the ftcrm, lent earneft inftruclions to both their generals 
tc rrefs upon the Romans in Italv, and to make every effort to 

X X * + 

diftr-ca ur to cccir -v their forces, and to leave them no leifure for 
the InvaUon of Africa. They lent, at the lame time, an embafly to 
the king of Macedonia, to remind him of the engagements into which 

he h.vd entered with Hannibal, and to reprefent the danger to which. 

*- Aprhn cc Dc':. H:ij-r.. p. 27c. 

he 
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he and every other prince muft be cxpofed from a people fo ambitious C H A ?. 
as the Romans, if they were fuffered to unite, by a conqueft, the 
refources of Carthage with thofe of Rome. 

Philip, at the earned in treaty of many Grecian ftates, wlio 
were anxious that the Romans mould have no pretext to embroil the 

affairs of Greece, had, in the preceding year, made a feparate peace, 

firft with the Etolians, and afterwards with the Romans themfelves "* ; 

and was now extremely averfe to renew the quarrel. The occa- 
fion, however, appeared to be of great moment ; and he liftened fo 
far to the remonftrances of the Carthaginians, as to furnifti them 
with a body of four thoufand men, and a fupply of money. 

By fuch meafures as thefe, haftily taken on the approach of 
danger, the Carthaginians endeavoured to make amends for the former 
remiflhefs of their counfcls. Hitherto they appear to have con- 
fidered the war with little concern, and to have left their exertions 
to the ambition of a fmgle family, by whom the State was engaged 
in this quarrel 43 . They neglected their ftrength at home, in pro- 
portion as they believed the enemy to be at a diftance ; and were indif- 
ferent to national objects, while their private interefls were fecure. 

The harbour of Hippo, about fifty miles weft from Carthage, and 

under the Fair Promontory, being ieized by Ladius, furnifhed a 

place of reception for Sc'ipio's fleet. This officer accordingly failed 
from Sicily with fifty armed galleys, and four hundred tranfports. 
As he had reafon to expect:, that the country would be laid watte 
before him, great part of this fhipping was employed in carrying his 
provifions and ftores. The numbers of his army are not mentioned. 
His firft object was to make himfelf matter of Utica, iituated about 
half way between Carthage and Hippo, the place where he landed. 
He accordingly, without lofs of time, prefented himfelf before it ; 

42 Liv, lib. xxix. c. 15. 43 The Tons of IL'imilcar. 

X 2 but 
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but foon found himfelf unable to execute his purpofe. The country, 
to a coniiderable di fiance, was laid wafte or deferted by the natives, 

and could not fubfift his array. The Carthaginians had a great force 
in the held, confirming of thirty thoufand men, under Hafdrubal the 
fon of Gilgo, together with fifty thoufand foot and ten thoufand 
Lcrie, under Syphax. king of Numidia, who now advanced to the 
r/L: of Utlca. 

b-ipio, on the junction and approach of thefe numerous armies, 
reared from Utica, took pofleffion of a peninfula on the coaft, forti- 
ted the iithnius which led to it, and in this ftation having a fafe re- 
treat, both for his fleet and his army, continued to be fuppHed with 
rww't ilnn? Hy ff.i from Sardinia. SIcilv, and Italy. But being thus 
reduced to act on the defenfive in the prcicmc of a fupcrior c :cmy, 
and not likely, without iorne powerful reinforcements from Italy, to 
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once, fet fire to Hafdrubafs camp. The flames, being eafily caught c Ha p. 

by the dry materials, fpread with the greateft rapidity. The Cartha- 
ginians, fuppofing that ihefc fires were accidental, and having no 
apprehenfion of the prcfencc of an enemy, ran without arms to ex- 
tinguifh them : And the Numidians, with ft 111 lefs concern, left their 
huts to gaze on the fcenc, or to lend their affiftance. In this Hate of 
fecurity and confulion Scipio attacked and difperfed them with great 
(laughter 44 ; and being, in confequence of this action, again matter 
of the field, he returned to Utica, and renewed the liege or block- 
ade of that place. 

In foch a furprize and defeat as the African armies had now re- 
ceived, they were likely to have lott their arms and their baggage. 



t|emy ; on tins ainpofttion, ii had been alreaJy jircpofcd a:C'r- 
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They had recently made their .peace with Syphax, . king of Nu- 
midia ; and, inftead of an enemy in the perfon of this prince, had 
obtained for themfelves a zealous ally. He' had broke .off his en- 
gagements with Scipio-and the Romans, tempted by his paflion for 

Sophonifba, the daughter of Hafdrubaf, a principal citizen T>f Car- 
thage, who refufed to marry him on any other, terms. But this 
tranlacrion, which procured to the Carthaginians one ally, loft them 
another : for this high-minded woman, who, inftead of a dower, 
contracted for armies in defence of her country, had formerly 
captivated Maffinifia, another Numidian- prince, .that, being de- 
prived of his kingdom by Syphax, had received his education, and 
formed his attachments, at Carthage* 1 .. Maflinifla, while he had 
hopes of an alliance with the family of Hafdrubal, engaged all his 
partizans in Numidia in behalf of the Carthaginians ; and he himfelf 
fought their battles in perfon. . But, ftung with his difapp ointment, 

and the preference which was given to his rival, he determined to 

court the favour of their enemies ; had made advances to Scipio, 
before his departure from Spain ; and now, hearing of the arrival of 
the Roman fleet, haftened to Hippo, where Ladius had come to an 
anchor, and made offer of his affiftance, with that of his friends in 
the kingdom of Numidia. 

Such was the ftate of parties in Africa, when this country was 
about to. become the fcene of war. The Carthaginians, ftill in hopes 
of diverting the ftorm, fent earneft inftructions to both their generals 
to prefs upon the Romans in Italy, and to make every effort • to 

diftracl: or to occupy their forces, and to leave them no leifure for 
the invalion of Africa. They fent, at the iame time, an embafly to 
the king of Macedonia, to remind him of the engagements into which 
he had entered witk Hannibal, and to reprefent the danger - to which 

p 

43 Appian dc Bell. Hilpan. p. zyj. 
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he and every other prince muft be expofed from a people fo ambitious CHAP, 

as the Romans, if they were fufFered to unite, by a conqueft, the 

refources of Carthage with thofe of Rome. - - ■ 

Philip, at the earnefl intreaty of many Grecian ftates, who 

were anxious that the Romans mould, have no pretext to embroil the 

affairs of Greece, had, in the preceding year, made, a feparate peace,, 
firft with the Etolians, and afterwards with the Romans themfelves 41 ; 

and was now ' extremely averfe to renew the quarrel. The occa- 

fion, • however, appeared to be of great moment ; and he liftened fo 
far to the remonftrances of the Carthaginians, as to furnifh them 
with a body of four thoufand .men, and a fupply of money. 

• By fuch meafures as thefe, haftily taken on the approach of 
danger, the Carthaginians endeavoured to make amends for the former 
remifTnefs of their counfels. Hitherto they appear to have con- 
fidered the war with little concern, and to have left their exertions 
to the ambition of a fingle family, by whom the State was engaged 
in this quarrel 41 . They neglected their ftrength at home* in pro- 
portion as they believed the enemy to be at a diftance ; and were indif- 
ferent to national objects, while their private interefts were fecure. 

The harbour of Hippo, about fifty miles weft from Carthage, and 
under the Fair Promontory, being feized by Laelius, furnifhed a 
place of reception for Scipio's fleet. This officer accordingly failed 
from Sicily with fifty armed galleys, and four hundred transports. 

■ 

As he had reafon to expect, that the country would be laid wafle 
before him, great part of this fhipping was employed in carrying his 
provifions and ftores. The numbers of his army are not mentioned. - 
His firft object- was to make himfelf matter of Utica, fituated 'about 

■ 

half way between Carthage and Hippo, the place where he landed,^ 
He accordingly, without lofs of time, prefented himfelf before it ; 



I 
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B o^o K but foon found himfelf unable to execute his purpofe. The country, 

- — J f to a confiderable di dance, was laid wafle or deferted by the natives, 

and could not fubfift his array. The Carthaginians had a great force 

in the field, confifting of thirty thoufand men, under Hafdrubal the 
fon of Gifgo, together with fifty thoufand foot and ten thoufand 
Lone, under Syphax. king of Numidia, who now advanced to the 
zSakI of Utica. 

Seipio, on the junction and approach of thefe numerous armies, 
retired from Utica, took poffeflion of a peninfula on the coaft, forti- 
fied the ifthmus which led to it, and in this ftation having a fafe re- 
treat, both for his fleet and his army, continued to be fupplied with 

provifions by fea from Sardinia, Sicily, and Italy. But being thus 

reduced to act. on the defenfive in the prefence of a fuperior enemy, 
and not likely, without fome powerful reinforcements from Italy, to 

make any further impreffion on Africa, he had recourfe to a flratagem 
which, though amounting nearly to a breach of faith, was fuppofed 

to be allowed in war with an African enemy. 

The combined armies of Carthage and Numidia lay in two fe- 

parate encampments, and, it being winter, were lodged in huts 

covered with brufhwood and the leaves of the palm. In thefe 

circumftances the Roman general formed a defign to fet fire to their 
camp, and, in the midft of the confufion which that alarm might 

cccafion, to attack them in the night. In order to gain a fufficient 
knowledge of the ground, and of the ways by which his emiffaries- 
muft pals in the execution of this defign, he entered into a nego~ 

nation, and affected to treat of conditions for terminating the war. 
His deputies, under this pretence, being freely admitted into the- 

enemy's ftaticn, brought him minute ' information of their pofition,. 
and of the avenues which led to different parts of their camp. 

Scipio being pofleffed of thefe informations, broke off the treaty, ad- 
vanced with his army in the night, and, in many different places at 

once,, 
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once, fet fire to Haldrubal's camp. The flames, being eafily caught 
by the dry materials, fpread with the greateft rapidity. The Cartha- 
ginians, fuppofing that thefe fires were accidental, and having no 
apprehenfion of die prefence of an enemy, ran without arms to ex- 
tinguifh them : And the Numidians, with ftill lefs concern, left their 
huts to gaze on the fcene, or to lend their afliftance. In this ftate of 
fecurity and confufion Scipio attacked and difperfed them with great 
(laughter 44 ; and being, in confequence of this aclion, again mafter 
of the fiM 7 he returned to Utica, and renewed, the fiege or block- 
ade of that place. 

In fuch a furprize and defeat as the African armies had now re- 
ceived, they were likely to have loft their arms and their baggage,. 

and to have nowhere fufficient numbers together to withftand an 
enemy ; on this fuppofition, it had been already propofed at Car- 
thage to have recourfe to their laft refort, the recalling of Han- 
nibal from Italy. But this motion, upon a report from Hafdrubal 
and Syphax, that they were again arming and afTembling their forces, 
and that they were joined by a recruit of four thoufand men newly 

■ 

arrived from Spain, was for fome time laid afide. Thefe hopes, 
however, were fpeedily blafted by a fecond defeat which the com- 
bined army received before they were fully afl'embled, and by a re - 
volution which enfued in the kingdom of Numidia, where Syphax,. 
purfued by MafiinhTa and L.X'lius, was vanquifhed and driven from 
.his kingdom, which from thenceforward became the poflefiion of his 
rival, and a great acceflion of ftrength to the Romans. On this ca- 
lamity Hafdrubal being threatened by the populace of Carthage with 
vengeance for his repeated mifcarriages, and being aware of the 
relentlefs and fanguinary fpirit of his countrymen, durft not trufl: 

w 

himfelf in their hands ; and in a fpecies of exile, with a body of 



44 Polyb. lib. xiv. c. j Yiiv. lib. xxx. c. 6. 
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eight thouiand men that adhered to him, withdrew from their 

fervice. 

In this extremity there was no hope but in the prefence of Han- 

nibal ; and expreffes were accordingly fent both to Mago and him- 

felf, to haften their return into Africa, with all the forces they could 

bring for the defence of their country. 

Hannibal, it is probable, had for fome time been prepared for 

this meafure, having tranfports in readinefs to embark his army ; yet 

he is faid to have received the order with fome expreffions of rage. 
" They have now accomplifned, he faid (fpeaking of the oppofite 

" fiction at Carthage), what, by withholding from me the neceflary 
" fupports in this war, they have long endeavoured to effect. They 
" have wiilied to deftroy the family of Barcas ; and rather than .fail in 
" their aim, are willing to bury it at laft under the ruins of their 
" countrv* 5 ." 

W hile the Carthaginians were thus driven to their laft refource, 

Scipio advanced towards their city, and in veiled at once both Tunis 
and Utica, which, though at the diftance of above thirty miles from 
each other, may be confidered as baftions on the right and the left, 
winch flanked and commanded the country which led to this famous 
place. His approach gave the citizens a frefh alarm, and feemed to 
bring their danger too near to fuffer them to await the arrival of relief 
from Italy. It appeared neceffary to (lay the arm of the victor by a 
treaty; and thirty Senators were accordingly deputed to Cue for peace. 
Thefe deputies, in their addrefs to the Roman Proconful, laid the 
blame of the war upon Hannibal, fupported, as they alleged, by a 
deiperate faction who had adopted his wild defigns. They in treated that 
the Romans would once more be pleated to fpare a republic which 
was again brought to the brink of ruin by the precipitant couniels of 

a few of its members. 3 

*- Llv. lib. xx.v. c. =0. 

In 
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In anfwer to this abjeft requeft, Sciplo mentioned the terms upon 
which he fuppofed that the Romans would be willing to treat of a 
peace, A ceffation of arms was agreed to, and a negotiation com- 
menced ; but it was fuddenly interrupted and prevented of its final 
effedt by the arrival of Hannibal. This general, after many changes 
of fortune, having taken the neceflary precautions to fecure his re- 
treat, in cafe he fhould be called off for the defence of Carthage ; 

now in the feventeenth year of the war, and after he had Supported 
himfelf fixteen years in Italy, by the fole force of his perfonal cha- 
racter and abilities, againft the whole weight, inftitutions, refources, 
difcipline, and national character of the Romans, tranfported his U. 
army from thence, landed at Hadrumetum, at a diftance from any 
of the quarters occupied by the Romans, and drew to his ftandard 
all the remains of the lately vanquished armies of Carthage, and 
all the forces which the republic was yet in a ftate to fupply. 

f 

This event produced a change in the counfels of Carthage, and 
infpired the people with frefh prefumption. They now flighted the 
faith which they had lately engaged to Scipio, and feized on all the Ro- 
man veflels, which, trufting to the ceflation of arms, had taken refuge in 
their bay. They even infulted the mcfTcnger whom the Roman ge- 
neral fent to complain of this outrage ; and thus hoftilities, after a 
very fhort truce, were renewed with redoubled animofity and ran- 
cour on both fides. 

The people of Carthage, under dreadful apprehenfions of becom- 
ing a prey to the Romans, fent a mefiage to Hannibal, then at Ha- 
drumetum, to haften his march, requeuing him to attack the enemy, 
and at any hazard to relieve the city from the dangers and hardfhips 
of a fiege. To this mefiage he made anfwer, That in affairs of State 
the Councils of Carthage mil ft decide; but in the conduit of war, the 
general who commands muft judge of his opportunity to fight. 
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vafion of Africa. With this enemy, however, in his rear, it was 
not expedient to continue the attack of Tunis or Utica. He with- 
drew his army from both thefe places, and prepared to contend for 
the poffefiion of the field. 

The Carthaginian leader, having collected his forces at Hadrume- 
tum, marched to the weftward, intending to occupy the banks of the 

Bagrada, and from thence to orferve and counteract the operations 
of his enemy. Scipio, intending to prevent him, or to qccupy the 
advantageous ground on the upper Bagrada, took his route to the fame 
country ; and while both directed their march to Sicca, they met on 
the plains of Zama. 

When the armies arrived on this ground, neither party was in 

condition to protract, the war. Hannibal, whofe intereft it would 

have been to avoid any hazardous meafures, and to tire out his 

enemy by delays, if he were in pofTeflion of his own country, or 
able to protect the capital from infult, was in reality obliged 
to rilk the whole of its fortunes, in order to refcue it from 

the hands of the enemy, or to prevent their renewing the 
blockade. 

Scipio was far advanced in an enemy's country, which was foon 
likely to be deferted by its natives, and exhaufted of every means of 

fubfiftence ; he was far removed from the fea, the principal and only 
fecure iburce of any lafling fupply ; furrounded by enemies ; a great 
army under Hannibal in his front ; the cities of Utica, Carthage, 
and Tunis, with all the armed force that defended them, in his 
rear. 

In fuch circumftances both parties probably faw the neceiTity of 

immediate action ; and the Carthaginian general, feniible of the un- 
equal 




u 
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equal ftake he was to play, the fafety of his country againft the for- c H y A p - 

tune of a fingle army, whofe lofs would not materially affed the State 
from whence they came, chofe to try the effed of negotiation, and 
for this purpofe defired a perfonal interview with Scipio. 

In compliance with this requeft, the Roman general put his army 
in motion, and the Carthaginians advancing at the fame time, they 
halted at the diftance of thirty ftadia, or'about three miles, from each 
other. The generals, attended by a few horfe, met on an eminence 
between their lines. Hannibal began the conference, by exprefilng 
his regret that the Carthaginians mould have aimed at any conquefts 

beyond their own coafts in Africa, or the Romans beyond thofe of 
Italy. u We began, 1 ' he faid, " with a conteft for Sicily ; we pro- 
u ceeded to difputc the pofleffion of Spain, and we have each in our 
turns feen our native land over-run with ftrangers, and our country 
in danger of becoming a prey to its enemies. . It is time that we 

u fhould diftruft our fortune, and drop an animofity which has 
" brought us both to the verge of deftrudlion. This language indeed 
u may have little weight with you, who have been fuccefsful in all 
your attempts, and who have not yet experienced any reverfe of 
" fortune 5 but I pray you to profit by the experience of others. You 
" now behold in me a perfon who was once almoft mafter of your 
" country, and who am now brought, at laft, to the defence of my 
u own. I encamped within five miles of Rome, and offered the 
" pofleflions round the Forum to fale. Urge not the chance of war 
" too far. I now offer to furrender, on the part of Carthage, all her 
" pretenfions to Spain, Sardinia, Sicily, and every other ifland that 
" lies between this continent and yours. I wifli only for peace to 
" my country, that fhe may enjoy undifturbed her antient pofTef- 
" fions on this coaft ; and I think, that the terms I offer .you are fuf- 

" ficiently advantageous and honourable to procure it" 

Vol. I. Y To 
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BOOK To this addrefs Scipio replied, " That the Romans had not been 

aggreffors in the prefent or preceding wars with Carthage : that 
they flrove to maintain their own rights, and to protecl their allies ; 

and that, fuitably to thefe righteous intentions, they had been fa- 
' voured by the juftice of the gods : that no one knew better than him- 
felf the instability of human affairs, nor fhould be more on his guard 
" againft the chances of war. The terms," he faid, " which you now 



«c 



cc 



" propofe might have been accepted of, had you offered them while 
" yet in Italy, and had propofed, as a prelude to the treaty, to remove 

" from thence ; but now, that you are driven from every poft, you 
" propofe to furrender, and are forced not only to evacuate the Ro- 
man territory, but are ftripped of part of your own. Thefe con- 
cefEons are no longer fufficient ; they are no more than a part of 
the conditions already agreed to by your countrymen, and which 
they, on your appearance in Africa, fo bafely retracted. Befides what 
you now offer, it was promifed on their part, that all Roman cap-. 
" rives mould be reftored without ranfom ; that all armed mips 
" mould be delivered up ; that a fum of five thoufand talents mould 
K be paid, andhoftages given by Carthage for the performance of all 

41 thefe articles. 

" On the credit of this agreement we granted a ceffation of arms, 
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but were mamefully betrayed by the councils of Carthage. Now 
to abate any part of the articles which were then ftipulated, would 

be to reward a breach of faith, and to inftrucT: nations hereafter 

how to profit by perfidy. You may therefore be affured, that I 
will not fo much as tranfmit to Rome any propofal that does not 
contain, as preliminaries, every article formerly ftipulated, toge- 
ther with fuch additional conceffions as may induce the Romans 
to renew the treaty. On any other terms than thefe, Carthage 
muff vanquiih, or fubmit at difcretion 4 V 

45 Poljb. Ub. xv. c. 6, 7, 8. 
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Erom this interview both parties withdrew with an immediate 
profpect of action ; and on the following day, neither having any 
hopes of advantage from delay or furprize, came forth into the plain 
in order of battle. 

Hannibal formed his army in three lines with their elephants in 
front, 

Scipio drew forth his legions in their ufual divifions, but fome- 
what differently difpofed. 

Hannibal had above eighty elephants, with which he propofed to 

begin the action. Behind thefe he formed the mercenary troops, 
compofed of Gauls, Ligurians, and Spaniards. In a fecond line he 
placed the Africans and natives of Carthage ; and in a third line, about 
half a quarter of a mile behind the firft, he placed the veterans who 
had fhared with himfelf in all the dangers and honours of the Italian 
war. He placed his cavalry in the wings, oppofite to thofe of the 
enemy. 

Scipio pofted Ladius with the Roman cavalry on his left, and 
MafiinifTa with the Numidian Horfe on his right. He placed the 
manipules, or divifions of the legions, not as ufual, mutually cover- 
ing their intervals, but covering each other from front to rear. His 
intention in this difpofition was to leave continued avenues or lanes, 
through which the elephants might pals without difordering the co- 
lumns. At the head of each line he placed the Velites, or irregular 
infantry, with orders to gall the elephants, and endeavour to force 
them back upon their own lines ; or, if this could not be erfedted, to 
fly before them into the intervals of the heavy-armed foot, and, by the 
ways which were left open between the manipules, to conduct them 
into the rear. It being the nature of thefe animals, even in their wild 
ftate, to be the dupes of their own refentment, and to follow the hunter 
by whom they are galled into any fnare that is prepared for them 47 j the 

« Vid. Buff. Hift. Nat. 
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defign thus formed by Scxpio to miflead them, accordingly p 

fuccefsful. As foon as the cavalry began to fkirmifii on the i 

Hannibal gave the fignal for the elephants to charge. They 



miffile weapons from 



carried 



Some broke 



with 



the armies and efcaped by the flanks, and many, incited with rage, 

as Scipio had forefeen, purfued the enemy that galled them through 

the intervals of the Roman divifions quite out of the action ; and 



in a little time the front of the two armies was cleared of thefe 

animals, and of all the irregulars who had fkirmifhed between them 
in the beginning of the battle- 
In the mean time the.firft and fecond line of Hannibal's foot had 
advanced, to profit by the impreffion which the elephants were likely 
to make. The tnird line {till remained on its ground, and feemed 

to fiand aloof from the attion. 

In this pofture, the firft line of the Carthaginian army, compofed 

of Gauls and Ligurians, engaged with the Roman legions ; and,, after 
a £hort refiftance, were forced back on the fecond line, who, having 
orders not to receive them, nor allow them to pafs, prefented their 
arms. _ The fugitives were accordingly malfacred on both fides, and 
fell by the fwords of their own party, or by thofe of the enemy. 



African 



Garth a 



mans 



.gainft 



enemy. 



Scipio, after fo much' blood had been fhed, finding his men out 
of breath and fpent with hard labour, embarrafTed with heaps of the 
flain, fcarcely 'able to keep their footing on ground become flippery 

with mud and gore, and in thefe circumftances likely to be mftantly 

attacked 
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attacked by a frefh enemy, who had yet. borne no part in the conteftj 
he endeavoured, without lofs of tiirie^ to put himfelf in a pofture 
to renew the engagement- 

His cavalry, by good fortune, in rhefe hazardous circuniftahces 
were victorious on both the wings, and were gone in purfuit of the 

enemy. He ordered the ground to be cleared; and his columns, 

r 

in the original form of the action, having been fomewhat difpkced, 
he ordered thofe of the firft line to clofe to the centre ; thofe of the 
fecond and third to divide, and, gaining the flanks, to form in a con- 
tinued line with the front. In this manner, while the ground was 
clearing of the dead, probably by the Velites or irregular troops, he, 
with the leafr poflible lofs of time, and without any interval of con- 

* 

fufion, completed his line to receive the enemy. An action enfued, 
which, being to decide the event of this memorable war, was likely 
to remain fome time in fufpence ; when the cavalry of the Roman 
army, returning from the purfuit of the horfe they had routed, fell on 
the flank of the Carthaginian infantry, and obliged- them- to gi ve way.. 

Hannibal had refted his hopes of victory on the diforder that 
might arife from the attack of his elephants, and if this fhould fail, 
on the fteady valour of the veterans", whom he referved for the la ft' 
effort to be made, when he fuppofed that the Romans, already ex- 
hausted in their conflict with the two feveral lines whom he facri- 
ficed to their ardour in the beginning of the battle, might be unable- 
to contend with the third, yet frefh for action and inured to victory.. 
He was difappointed in the effect of his elephants, by the precaution- 
which Scipio had taken in opening his intervals, and in forming con- 
tinued lanes for their paflage from front to rear ; and of the effect* 
of his referve, by the return of the enemy's horfe, while the action 

was yet undecided Having taken no meafures to fecure a retreat, 

*» Polyb. lib. xv. c. 16.. 

nor 
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nor to iave any part of his army, he obftinately fought every minute 
of the day to the laft ; and when he could delay the victory of his 
enemy no longer, he quitted the field with a fmall party of horfe, 
of whom many, overwhelmed with hunger and fatigue, having fallen 
by the way, he arrived with a few, in the courfe of two days and 
two nights, at Hadrumetum. Here he embarked and proceeded by 
fea to Carthage. His arrival convinced his countrymen of the ex- 
tent of their lofs. Seeing Hannibal without an army, they believed 
themfelves vanquifhed ; and, with minds unprovided with that fpirit 
which fupported the Romans when overthrown at Thrafimenus and 
Canna?, were now defirous, by any conceflions, to avert the fuppofed 
neceflary coniequences of their fate. 

The riotous populace, that had fo lately purfued with vengeance, 
and threatened to tear afunder the fuppofed authors of peace 49 , were 
now filent, and ready to embrace any terms that might be prefcribed 
by the enemy. Hannibal, knowing how little his countrymen were 

qualified to contend with misfortune, confefTed in the Senate, that 
he was come from deciding, not the event of a fingle battle, but 
the fate of a great war, and advifed them to accept of the victor's 
terms 5o . They accordingly determined to fue for peace. 

In the mean time the Roman army, in purfuit of its victory, was 

returned to the coaft ; and having received from Italy a large fupply 

of ftores and military engines, together with a reinforcement of fifty 
galleys, was in a condition, not only to refume the fiege of Utica 
and Tunis, but likewife to threaten with a ftorm the capital itfelf ; 
and, for this purpofe, began to inveft the town and block up the 
harbour. 

Scipio being himfelf embarked, and conducting the fleet to its 
itation, was met by a Carthaginian vefiel that hoifted wreaths of olive 

49 Appizn de Bell. Punic, p. 31. 50 PoJyb. lib. xv. c. 4 — 17. Li v. lib. xxx. c. 31. 

and 
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and other enfigns of peace. This veflel had ten commiffioners on 
board, who were authorifed to declare the fubmiffiori of Carthage, 
and to receive the victors commands. 

The ambition of Scipio might have inclined him to urge his 
victory to the utmoft, that he might carry, inftead of a treaty, the 
ipoils of Carthage to adorn his triumph at Rome. But the im- 
patience with which the Confuls of the prefent and of the preceding 
year endeavoured to fnatch from his hands the glory of terminating 

the war, may, with other motives, have induced him to receive the 
fubmiffion of the vanquifhed upon the firft terms that appeared fuf- 
ficiently honourable, and fuited to the object of the commiffion with 
which he had been entrufted. 

In allufion to this circumftance, he was heard to fay, that Claudius, 
by his impatience to fupplant him in this command, had faved the 
republic of Carthage 5 \ But men feldom act from any fingle con- 
sideration ; and Scipio is, in all probability, juftly fuppofed to have 
had other and nobler motives than this jealoufy of a fucceflbr. 
He is even faid to have fpared the rival of his country, in order to 
maintain the emulation of courage and of national virtue. This 
motive Cato, who had ferved under him in the capacity of Qusftor, 
and who was not inclined to flatter, did him the honour to affign in 

a fpeech to the Senate 5 \ 

Scipio, having appointed the Carthaginian commiffioners to at- 
tend him at Tunis, prefcribed the following terms : 

That Carthage fhould continue to hold in Africa all that fhe had 
polfefTed before the war, and be governed by her own laws and 

inftitutions : 

That fhe fhould make immediate reftitution of all Roman fhips 
or other effects taken in violation of the late truce : 

Appian de Bell. Punic, p. 36. Ibid. 

Should 
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Should releafe or deliver up all captives, deferters, or fugitive 
iJaves taken or received during any part of the war : 

Surrender the whole of her fleet, faving ten gallies of three tier 
of oars : 

Deliver up all the elephants Ihe then had in the ftalls of the re- 
public, and refrain from taming or breaking any more of thofe animals : 

That fhe fliould not make war on any nation whatever without 
confent of the Romans : 

That fhe fliould indemnify Maflmifla for all the lofles he had fuf- 
tained in the late war : 

And, to reimburfe the Romans, pay afum of ten thoufand talents 53 , 

at the rate of two hundred talents a-year for fifty years : 

That the State fliould give hoftages for the performance of thefe 
feveral articles, fuch as Scipio fliould felect from the nobleft families 
of Carthage not under fourteen, nor exceeding thirty years of age : 

And that, until this treaty fliould be ratified, they fliould fupply 
the Roman forces in Africa with pay and provifions. 

When thefe conditions were reported in the Senate of Carthage, 

one of the members arofe, and, in terms of indignation, attempted to 
difluade the acceptance of them : but Hannibal, with the tone of a 

mafter, interrupted and commanded him filence. This action was 

refented by a general cry of dilpleafure ; and Hannibal, in excufe of 
his raflinefs, informed the Senate, that he had left Carthage while 
yet a child of nine years old ; that he was now at the age of forty- 
live ; and, after a life fpent in camps and military operations, returned 
for the firft time to bear his part in political councils ; that he hoped 
they would bear with his inexperience in matters of civil form, and 

regard more the tendency than the manner of what he had done ; 

that he was fenfible the propofed terms of peace were unfavourable, 



w eue his country wa 

53 Near two millions fterlin g 



prefent 




OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC . 169 

prefent difficulties ; he wifhed to referve her for a time in which Ihe c ^ A p * 
could exert her refolution with more advantage. He hoped that the 
Senate would, "in the prefent extremity, accept, without hefitation, 
and even without confulting the people, conditions which, though 
hard, were, notwithftanding, lefs fatal to the commonwealth than 
any one could have hoped for in the night that followed the battle 
of Zama 53 . 

The conditions were accordingly accepted, and deputies were lent u. c. 552* 
to Rome with conceflions, which in fome meafurc ftrippcd the re- 
public of her fovereignty. The ratification of the treaty was remit- 
ted to Scipio, and the peace concluded on the terms he had prefcribed. 

Four thoufand Roman captives were inftantly releafed : five hun- 
dred galleys were delivered up and burnt : the firft payment of two 

hundred talents was exacted, and, under the execution of this article, 
many members of the Carthaginian Senate were in tears. Hannibal 
was obferved to fmile, and being queftioned on this infult to the 
public diftrefs, made anfwer, That a fmile of fcornfor thofe who felt 
not the lofs of their country, until it affected their own intereft, was 
an exprelfion of forrow for Carthage. 

53 Polyb. lib. xv. c, 18. Liv, lib.xxx. c. 37. 
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CHAP. VI. 



State of Rome at the Peace 101th Carthage. Wars with the Gauls. 

With the Macedonians. Battle cf Cynocaphala* Peace. 



Freedom to Greece. Preludes to the War with Antiachus. 

Flight cf Hannibal to that Prince. Antiochus pajfes into Europe. 

T>ifpofitions made by the Romans. Flight cf Antiochus to 

Afia. His Defeat at the Mountains of Sipylus. Peace and 

Settlement of Afia. Courfe of Roman Affairs at Home, &c. 



BOOS |N the courfe of the war, which terminated in fo diftinguifhed a 

JL fuperiority of the Roman over the Carthaginian republic, the 

victors had experienced much greater diftrefs than had, even in the 

laft ftage of the conflict, fallen to the £hare of the vanquifhed. The 
greater part of their territory, during a feries of years, lay wafte; 

was ruined in its habitations, plundered of its flaves and its cattle, 
and deferted of its people. The city itfelf was reduced to a fcanty 

fupply of provisions that threatened immediate famine \ Among 

other modes of taxation devifed at this time, the monopoly of fait 
was eftabliihed or renewed ; but every public fund that was confti- 
tuted in the ordinary way being infufficient, the State had recourfe to 
the voluntary contribution of its members, and called for their plate 
and other ornaments of Giver and gold to defray the expences. They 
debafed their filver coin by a great mixture of alloy, and farther re- 
duced the copper As from its late coinage at two ounces to one s . 
The numbers of the people on the rolls, either by defertion or by 
the fword of the enemy, uncommonly fatal in luch a feries of battles, 



1 Polpb. Excerpts Legations. * Plin. Nat. HiJt. lib. iii. c. iii. 
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were reduced from two hundred and feventy thoufand to nearly 
the half 3 . 

In the mutters and levies, no lefs than twelve colonies at once 
withheld their names, and refufed their fupport. Yet, proof againft 
the whole of thefe fufFerings, the Romans maintained the conflia: 
with a refolution, which feemed to imply, that they confidered the 
fmalleft conceffion as equivalent to ruin. In the farther exertion of 
this unconquerable fpirit, when the prcflure of this war was re- 
moved, their fortunes rofe to a flood of profperlty and greatnefs, 

proportioned to the low ebb to which they feemed to have fallen in 
the courfe of it. 

They joined, in Sicily, to their former pofTeffions, the city of Syra- 
cufe, and the whole kingdom of Hiero. In Spain, they fucceeded to 
all the pofTefTions, to all the claims ami pretentions of Carthage, and 
became matters of all that had been the fubjett of difpute in the 
war. They brought Carthage herfelf under contribution, and re- 
duced her almoft to the ftate of a province. 

On the fide of Macedonia and Illyricum, in their treaty with 
Philip and his allies, they retained to themfelves confiderable pledges, 
not only of fecurity, but of power ; and began to be confidered in 
the councils of Greece, as the principal arbiters of the fortunes of 
nations. 

In Italy, where their progrefs was fiill of greater confequence, they 
became more abfolute matters than they had been before the war. 
The cantons, which, in fo general a defection of their other allies, 
had continued faithful to them, were fond of the merit they had 
acquired, and were confirmed in their attachment by the habits of 
zeal which they had exerted in fo profperous a caufe. Thofe, on 
the contrary, who had revolted, or withdrawn their allegiance, were 

3 Thefe were probably the citizens, fit to not yet the practice to enrol thofe who did 
carry arms, reiiding in the city ; for it wa$ not offer their names at Rome. 
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reduced to a ftate of fubmiffion more entire than they had formerly 
acknowledged ; and the fovereignty of this whole country being, 
till new, precarious and tottering, derived, from the very ftorm 
which had fhaken it, liability and force. 

But, notwithftanding the fplendor of fuch rapid advancement, 
and gi the high military and political talents which procured it, rf 
by any accident the career of the Romans had been ftopt at the 
prefent 2?ra, their name, it is probable, would never have appeared 
on the record of poliflied nations, nor they themfelves been other- 
wife known than as a barbarous dynafty, that fell a prey to fome more 

fortunate pretenders to dominion and conqueft. 

The Romans, being altogether men of the fword, or of the State, 
made no application to letters, or fedentary occupations. Cato i3 
introduced by Cicero as faying, That it had been anciently the fa- 

{hiou at Roman feafts to fin<r. heroic ballads in honour of their an- 
ceftors ; but that this cuitom had been difcontinued in his own time; 

and it is probable, from the great change which their language un- 
derwent in a few years, that they had no popular or eftablifhed 

compositions in writing, or even in vulgar tradition, by which the 
uniformitv of language has, in other inftances, been longer preferved. 
They had hitherto no hiftorian, poet, or philofopher ; and it was 
only now, that any tafte began to appear for the compofitions of 
fuch authors. Fabius, Ennius, and Cato, became the firft hiftorians 
of their ccuntrv, and railed the firft literary monuments of genius 

that were to remain with pofterity \ 

The inclination which now appeared for the learning of the Greeko 

wa«, bv manv, confidered as a mark of degeneracy, and gave rife 

to the never-ending diiputc, which, in this as in other nations, took 
place between the patrons of ancient and modern manners. The 
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admirers 



OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. 

admirers of ancient times, being attached to what they received from 
their anceftors, were difpofed to reject every new improvement, and 
feemed willing to Hop the progrefe of 'ingenuity itfelf. Tlie gay, 
and the fafhionable, on the other hand, liked what was new ; were 
fond of every change, and would ever adopt the lateft invention as 
the model of propriety, elegance, and beauty. 

To the fimplicity of the Roman manners in other refpects, and 
to the ability of the mo ft accompliihed councils of State, was joined a 
very grofs fuperftition, which led to many ads of abfurdity and 

cruelty. In this particular it appears, that the conceptions of men 
are altogether unconnected with their civil and political, as well as 

military character ; and that the rites they adopt, even when inno- 
cent, and the moft admiffible expreffions of worfhip, do not deferve 
to be recorded for any other purpofe, than to fhew how far they are 
arbitrary ; and how little, in many inftances, they are directed, even 

among nations otherwife the moft accompliihed, by any rule of utility, 
humanity, or reafon. 

A little time before the breaking out of the late war, the Roman 

Senate, upon the report of a prophecy, that the Gauls and the Greeks 
were to poffefs the city, ordered a man and a woman of each of 
thole nations to be buried alive in the market-place; fuppofing, we 
may imagine, that, by this act' of monftrous injuftice and cruelty, 
they were to fulfil or elude the prediction 5 . They attended to the 
mimberlefs prodigies that were annually collected, and to the charms 
that were fuggefted to avert the evils which thofe prodigies were fup- 
pofed to prefage, no lefs than they did to the moft ferious affairs of 
the Commonwealth 6 . They frequently feemed to impute their dif- 
trefles, more to the neglect of fuperftitious rites, than to the mif- 
conduct of their officers, or to the fuperiority of their enemies. Fa- 



3 Plutarch, in Vit. Marcel I. « Vide Li v. pafiim. 
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bius, who, by perfeverance and fteadinefs, had the merit of reftor- 
ing their affairs, was no lefs celebrated for his diligence in averting 
the effect of prodigies and unhappy prefages, than he was for the 
conduct and ability of a cautious and fuccefsful commander 7 . Even 

Scipio is laid to have been influenced by his dreams, and to have 
pretended to fpecial revelations. 

From iuch examples as thefe, we may learn the fallacy of 

partial repreientations of national character, and carefully to guard 
againir. drawing any inference from the defects or accomplifhments 

which a people may exhibit of one kind, to eftablifh thofe of an- 
other. 

The peace with Carthage was introduced with fome popular acls 
in favour of thofe who had fuffered remarkably in the hardfhips 
and dangers of the war. Large quantities of corn that had been 
fcized in the magazines of the enemy, were fold in the city at a 
low price, and a considerable diitribution of land was made to 
numbers of the people in reward of their long and perilous fcr- 
viccs. 

Thefe precedents, however reafonable in the circumftances from 
which they arofe, were the fources of great abufe ; private citizens, 
in the fequel, were taught to rely on public gratuities, and were 
made to hope, that, in the midft of floth and riot, they might fub- 
iift without care, and without induftry. Soldiers were taught to ex- 
pect extraordinary rewards for ordinary fervices ; and ambitious 
leaders were inftructed how to transfer the affection and the hopes 
of the legions from the republic to themlelves. 

The treaty with Carthage, while it terminated the principal war 

in which the Romans were engaged, left them at leifure to purfue 
a variety of quarrels, which ftill remained on their hands, rather 



7 Plutarch, in Vit. Fab. Max-. 
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than beltowed entire peace. The Infubres, and other Gaulifh nations, 
on the Po, although they had not taken the full advantage, which 
the prefence of Hannibal in Italy might have given them againft the 
Romans, were unable to remain at peace, and were unwilling to' ac- 
knowledge the fovereignty of any nation over their own. Having 
a Carthaginian exile, of the name of Hamilcar, at their head, they 
attempted again to diflodge the colonies of Cremona and Placentia 5 
and, on that fide, with various events for fome years, furnifhed oc- 
cupation to the arms of the republic. 

Philip, notwithftanding the treaty of peace, which, about three 

years before, he had concluded with the Romans, had lately fup- 
plied the Carthaginians with an aid of four* thoufand men, and a 

fum of money. Of the men he had fent to the affiftance of Car- 
thage, many had been taken at the battle of Zama, and detained as 
captives. Trufting, however, to the authority of his crown, he 

fent, during the dependance of the treaty between the Romans and 
Carthaginians, a mefTage to demand the enlargement of thofe Mace- 
donian captives. To this mefTage the Senate replied with difdain, 
that the king of Macedonia appeared to defire a war, and fhould 
have it. 

The People, neverthelefs, wearied and exhaufted with the late 
conteft, engaged in this war with uncommon reluctance. The Se- 
nate, they thought, was directed by the ambition of a few members, 
who never ceafed to feek for new fubje&s of triumph, and for frefh 
occafion of military honours. But notwithftanding their averfion to 
enter into a war upon thefe motives, they were perfuaded to give 
their confent upon a representation of the great progrefs which was. 
making by the king of Macedonia, and the fuppofed neceflity of 
carrying the war into his own country, in order to check or prevent 
his defigns upon Italy. 

Phi% 
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Philip, from being the head of a free confederacy, in which the 
Achceans, and many other ftates of Greece, were united, afpired to 
become the defpotic fovereign of that country ; and, either by in- 

finuation or force, had made himfelf m after of m oft places of con- 
fequence round the iEgean fea, whether in Europe or Afia. Upon 
the death of Ptolemy Philopater, and the fucceflion of an infant fon of 
that prince to the throne of Egypt, Philip had entered into a treaty 
with Antiochus, king of Syria, to divide between them the poflef- 
fions of the Egyptian monarchy ; and, in order to be ready for his 
more diftant operations, was bufy in reducing the places which ftill 

held out againft him in Greece, and in its neighbourhood. 

For this purpofe he fent an army with orders to take poffeflion of 
Athens, and was himfelf employed in the fiege of Abydos. The 
Athenians fent a mefTage to Rome to fue for protection. " It is 
" no longer a queftion," faid the Conful Sulpicius, in his harangue 
to the People, " whether you will have a war with Philip, but whe- 
" ther you will have that war in Macedonia or in Italy. If you 
" ftay until Philip has taken Athens, as Hannibal took Saguntum, 
" you may then fee him arrive in Italy, not after a march of five 
" months, and after the paflage of tremendous mountains, but after 

" a voyage of five davs from his embarkation at Corinth." 

Thcie confiderations decided the refolution of the Roman People 
for war ; and the officers, yet remaining in Sicily at the head of the 

fea and the land forces that had been employed againft Carthage, 
had orders, without touching on Italy, to make fail for the coaft of 
Epirus. 

The Conful Sulpicius was deftined to command in that country. 
He found, upon his arrival, that Attalus, the king of Pergamus, and 
the republic of Rhodes, had taken arms to oppofe the progrefs of 
Philip. In concert with thefe allies, and in conjunction with the 

Dardanians and other cantons who joined him on the frontiers of 

2 Macedonia, 
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Macedonia, the Roman Conful was enabled to relieve and to pro- 
ted: the Athenians. But the other ftates of Greece, though already 
averfe to the pretentions of Philip, and impatient of his ufurpations ; 
even the Etolians, though the moft determined opponents of this 
prince, feemed to be undecided on this occafion, and deferred en- 
tering into any engagement with the Romans. The reputation of 
the Macedonian armies was ftill very high ; and it was doubtful, 

whether thefe Italian invaders, confidered as an upftart and a barba- 
rous power, might be able to protect the ftates that declared for 
them againft the vengeance of fo great a king 8 . 

The two firft years of the war elapfed without any decifive event 
Philip took poft on the mountains that feparate Epirus from Thef- 
faly, and effectually prevented the ' Romans from penetrating any 
farther. But, in the third year, Titus Quintius Flamininus, yet a young 
man under thirty years of age, being Conful, and deftined to this 
command, brought to an immediate^ iflue a conteft which, till then, 

had been held in fufpence. 

The Roman legion, except in ks firft encounters with Pyrrhus, 
had never meafured its force, or compared its advantages with any 
troops formed on the Grecian model, and, to thofe who reafoned 
on the fubject, may have appeared greatly inferior to the Macedo- 
nian phalanx. One prefumption, indeed, had appeared in favour of 
the legion, that both Pyrrhus and Hannibal thought proper to adopt 
its weapons, though there is no account of their having imitated the 
line of battle, or form of ks manipules. 

The phalanx was calculated to prefent a ftrong and impenetrable 
front, fupported by a depth of column, which might be varied oc- 
casionally to- mi t with the ground. The men were armed with fpears 
of twenty-one or twenty-four feet in length. The five firft ranks 



* Phi larch, in Vir. Flamin, p. 407. 
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could level and carry their points to the front of the column. The 

remainder refted their fpears obliquely on the fhoulders of thofe that 
were before them ; and, in this pofture, formed a kind of fhed to* 
intercept die mifliles of the enemy; and, "with their preffure, fup- 

ported, or urged, the front of their own column. 

In the fliock of the phalanx and legion, it is computed, that every 
fingle man in the front of the legion, requiring a fquare ipace of 
fix feet in which to ply his weapons, and acting with his buckler 

and fword, had ten points of the enemy's fpears dppofed to him 9 i 
neverthelefs, the firength of the phalanx being entirely collected in 
front, and depending on the clofenefs of its order; when attacked on 
the flank or the rear, when broken or taken by furprize, and un 1 - 
formed, it was eafily routed, and was calculated only for level ground, 
and the defence of a ftation acceffible only in one direction. 

The Roman legion could act on its front, its flank, or its rear.. 
Each division, or manipule, and even the men that compofed it, 
could a£t apart ; and, if they had ipace enough to ply their weapons,, 
could fcarcely be taken by fuprize, or be made to fufFer for want of 
a determinate order. It was ferviceable, therefore, upon any ground, 
and, except on the front of the phalanx, had an undoubted advan- 
tage over that body. 

In its ordinary form, the legion made its attack by feparate divi- 

iions, at considerable intervals ; and this mode of attack had a ten- 
dency to break and disjoin the front of the phalanx. The divi- 
sions cf the fecond line were made to face .the intervals of the firft,. 

in order to take advantage of any diforder that might arife from the 
impreffion made on the enemy, whether they repulfed and purfued,, 
or gave way to the divilions that attacked them. 

Such are the reafonings which occurred to military men, at leaft. 
after the events of the prefent war. In the mean time the Romans,, 

9 Polyb. lib. xvii. c. 25. 
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in whatever degree they comprehended this argument, had fufficient c *^ A Pi 
confidence in their own weapons, and in their loofe order, to en- 

* 

counter the long fpear and compacted force of their enemy. 

When Flamininus arrived in Epirus, Philip received him in a rugged 
pafs, where the Aous burfts from the mountains that feparate Epirus 

from Theffaly. This poft was ftrong, and could be defended even 
by irregular troops ; but the phalanx, in this place, had none of its 
peculiar advantages ; the Romans got round it upon the heights, and 
obliged the king of Macedonia to retire. He fled through ■ Theffaly; U. C. 555, 
and, to incommode the enemy in their attempts to purfue him, laid 
wafte the country as he paffed. 

The flight of Philip determined the Etolians to take part in the 
war againft him ; and the Roman general, after the operations of 

the campaign, being to winter in Phocis on the gulph of Corinth, 
found, that the greater part of the Acbsean ftates were likewife dif- 
pofed to join him. He took advantage of this difpofition, and got 
pofTeflion of all the towns in the Peloponnefus, except Corinth and 
Argos, which hitherto had been in alliance with the enemy. 

In the following fpring, Philip, having with great induftry col- 
lected and difciplined the forces of his kingdom, received Flamini- 
nus in Theffaly. The armies met in the neighbourhood of Pherae ; 
but the country, being interfperfed with gardens, and cut with 
plantations and hedges, the king declined a battle, and withdrew. 
Flamininus, knowing that he had magazines at Scotufa, fuppofed that 
he was gone towards that place, and followed by a route that was 
fcparated from that of the king by a ridge of hills. In the fir/l 
day's march, the Romans and Macedonians were hid from each 
other by the heights ; on the fecond day they were covered by a 
thick fog, which hindered them from feeing diftinftly even the dif- 
ferent parts of their own armies. 

A a 2 The 
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B o^o K The fcouts and advanced parties on both fides, had, about the 

fame time, afcended the heights to gain fome obfervation of their 
enemy. They met by furprife, and could not avoid an engagement. 
Each party fent for fupport to the main body of their refpective ar- 
mies. The Romans had begun to give way, when a reinforcement 
arrived, that enabled them, in their turn, to prefs on the enemy, 

and to recover the height from which they had been forced. Philip 
was determined not to hazard his phalanx on that unfavourable 

ground, broken and interfperfed with little hills ; which, on account 
of their figure, were called the Cynocephalas *. He fent, neverthe- 

lefs, all his horfe and irregular infantry to extricate his advanced 
party, and to draw them off with honour. Upon their arrival, the 
advantage came to be on the fide of the Macedonians ; and the Ro- 
man irregulars were forced from the hills in the utmoft diforder. 

The cry of victory was carried back to the camp of the king. His 

courtiers exclaimed, that now was the time to urge a flying enemy, 
and to complete his advantage. The king hefitated ; but could not 

refill the general voice. He ordered the phalanx to move ; and 

he himfelf at the head of the right wing, while his left was march- 
ing in column, had arrived and formed on the hill. On his way to 

this ground, he was flattered with recent tracts of the victory which 

had been gained by his troops. 

Flamininus* at the fame time, alarmed at the defeat of his light in- 
fantry, and feeing a kind of panic likely to fpread through the le- 
gions, put the whole army in motion, and advanced to receive his 
flying parries. In that point of time the fog cleared up, and mowed 
the right of the Macedonian phalanx already formed upon the 

height- 

Flamininus haftily attacked this body, and, being unable to make 
any impreffion, gave up the day, on that quarter, for loft. But, obr 

s The name implies, that thefe hiUs refembled the head of a dog. 
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ferving that the enemy oppofite to his right were not yet come to 
their ground, he inftantly repaired to that wing, and, with his ele- 
phants and light infantry, fupported by the legions, attacked them 
before the phalanx was formed, and put them to flight. 

In this ftate of the action, a Tribune of the victorious legion, being 
advanced in purfuit of the enemy, as they fled beyond the flank 
of their own phalanx on the right, took that body in the rear ; and, 
by this fortunate attempt, in fo critical a moment, completed the 

vi£tory in all parts of the field. 

Thus Philip, if his phalanx had any advantage over the legion 
of the Romans, had not, in two fucceffive encounters, been able 
to avail himfelf of it ; and it may well be fuppofed, that, in the 
movements of armies, which often require them to act on varieties 

of ground, the chances were greatly in favour of the more verfatile 

body 10 . 

From this field- the king of Macedonia fled with a mind already 
difpofed not to urge the fate of the war any farther. He retired to 
the paries of the mountains that furround the valley of Tempe, and 
from thence fent a menage to the Roman general with overtures of 

peace. 

It was a fortunate circumftance in the manners and policy of the 
Romans, that the fame motives of ambition which urged the rulers 
of the State to war, likewife, on occafion, inclined the leaders of 
armies to peace, made them admit from an enemy the firft offers of 
iubmiflion, and embrace any terms on which they could for them- 

ielves lay claim to a triumph. 

The prayer of the republic, in entering on a war, included three 
objedts, fafety, vidtory, and enlargement of territory ". Every ge- 
neral endeavoured to obtain thefe ends for his country ; but, in r ro»- 
portion as he approached to the completion of his wifhes, he became 

,u Polyb. lib. xvii. c. 22. 11 Liv. lib. xxxi. c. 5. 
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jealous of bis fucceflbr, and defirous to terminate the war before 

any other fhould come to fnatch out of his hands the trophies he 

had won. This people appeared, therefore, on moft occafions, will- 
ing to fpare the vanquifhed, and went to extremities only by degrees, 
and urged by the ambition of fucceffive leaders, who, each in his 
turn, wifhed to make fome addition to the advantages previoufly 
gained to his country. At the lame time, the State, when furnifhed 

with a fair pretence for reducing a province to fubjcc~Hon, made the 

moft effectual arrangements to accomplifh this purpcfe. 

Flamininus, on the prefent occafion, encouraged the advances 

that were made to him by Philip, granted a ceflation of arms, gave 

him an opportunity to continue his applications for peace at Rome, 

and forwarded the mefienger whom he fent on this bufinefs. The 

Senate, on being informed that the king of Macedonia caft himfelf 
entirely on the mercy and juftice of the Romans, named ten com- 

minioners to be joined with Flamininus, and to determine, in pre- 

fence of the other parties concerned in the war, what were to be the 

terms on which peace mould be granted. 

The time was not yet come for the Romans to lay hold of any 
pofTeffions beyond the fea of Ionia. They had paffed into that 
country as the protectors of Athens, were now fatisfied with the 
title of Deliverers of Greece ; and, under pretence of fetting the 
republics of that quarter free, detached them from the Macedonian 
monarchy ; but, in this manner, made the firft ftep towards con- 

queft, by weakening their enemy, and by ftripping him of great part 
of that power with which he had been able to refill them in the 

late war. 

They obliged the king of Macedonia to withdraw his garrifons 
from every fortrefs in Greece, and to leave every Grecian city, 
whether of Europe or Afia, to the full enjoyment of its own inde- 
pendence and feparate laws. 

To 
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To fecure the effe&s of this treaty, they obliged him to furrender 
all his fhips of war,' except one galley, on which, it was faid, were 
mounted fixteen tier of oars, requiring a height above the water,, 
and dimenuons in every part, more fitted for oftentation than wieldi- 
nefs or ufe. 

They made him reduce his ordinary military eftablitfiment to five- 
hundred men, and forbade him entirely the ufe of elephants. 

For themfelves, they defired only to have the Roman captives, 
reftored, deferters delivered up, and a fum of one thoufand talents 
to reimburfe the expence.of the war 

By this treaty the Romans not only weakened their enemy, but 
acquired great acceffioris of reputation and general confidence. They 
announced themfelves as prote&ors of all free nations ; and in this 
character took an afcendanr, which, even over the Mates they had 
refcued from foreign ufurpations, by degrees might rife into fove- 

reignty and a formal dominion. 

To give the greater folemnity /to the gift of liberty which they 
made to the Grecian ftates, they had this a& of fplendid munifi- 
cence proclaimed at the Ifthmus of Corinth, in prefence of great 
multitudes from every part of Greece met to folemnize the ordinary 
games ; and, in return, were extolled by the flatterers of their power,. 

or the dupes of their policy, as the common reftorers of freedom to- 
mankind. 

The Romans haftened the completion of the treaty, by which they 
difarmed the king of Macedonia, upon having received information, 
that Antiochus, king of Syria, was in motion with a mighty force,, 
and, without declaring his intentions, made fail towards Europe.. 
This prince fucceeded to the kingdom of Syria a few years before 
Ptolomy Philopater began to reign in Egypt, or Philip in Greece ,~ 
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and was nearly of the Tame age with thole prince?. In his youth 

he waged war with the kingdom of Egypt for the pofleffion of the 
Casio-Syria, and wi:h the Satraps or governors of his own provinces, 
who attempted to render themfelves independent, and to dilmcmber 
his kingdom. His iucceis in re-uniting all the members of his own 
monarchy, put him in pofleffion of a great empire, which reached 
from the extremities of Armenia and Periia to Sardis and the leas of 
Greece. The lplendor of his fortunes procured him the title of An- 

ticchus the Great. The crown of Egvpt had been, for fome time, 

the principal object of his jealouly and of his ambition. He had 
made an alliance with Philip, in which the common object of the 
parties was to avail themielves of the minority of Ptolomv : but he 

was not aware, in time, how much the king of Macedonia flood in 

need of his fupport again ft the Romans ; or how much it was his 
intcreft to preierve that kingdom a< a barrier againlt the incroach- 
rnents of an ambitious people, who now began to direct their views 
to the Kail. He advanced, however, though now too late, by the 
ccaft of Afia to the Helieipont, with a fleet and an army rather 
deflincd for oblervation, than for any decided part in a war which 
was brought to a concluhon .ibout the time of his arrival in thofc 
part-. 

At Lyiimachia, the Roman deputies, who were charged with the 
a cj ufiinen: and execution of the late treatv, met with Antiochus, 
and remonitrated a:rainft fome of his proceedings on the coafl of 
Ana, as angeling the poiiciiion^ both of Philip and of Ptolomy. 
They complained of his prelent invaiion of Europe with a hoftile 

f:rce. u The Roman.-/' they laid, " had refcucd the Greeks from 

L * Philip, not to deliver them over to Antiochus."' They demand- 
ed a ruiitution of all the towns he had taken from Ptolomv, and 
enjoined bum to raivau from any attempts on the freedom of 
Greece. 

To 
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To thefe rem onR ran ccs and rcquifnions the king of Syria with 
fcovn replied, That he knew the extent of his rights, and was not to 
be taught by the Romans : that they were bufy in letting hounds 
to the ambition of other Rate?, but fet no bounds to their own ; 
adviied them to confine their views to the affairs of Italy, and to 
leave thofe of Ada to the parties concerned. 

During the conferences which were held on thefe fubjeas, each of 
the partus, without coimminicating what they heard to the others, 
received a report of the death of Ptolemy, the infant king of Egypt ; 
and tlicv fcparated from each other, intent on the evils to be appre- 
hended, or the benefits to be reaped, from this event. 

This report, in which both parties were loon after undeceived, 
oecafsoned the return of Antioehus into Syria, and fufpended for 

fume time the war which he was difpofed to carry into Europe ,3 . 

Under pretence of oh (crying the motion-:, of this prince, the Ro- 
mans, although they had profeiled an intention to evacuate the Greek 
cities, Hill kept poffeffon of Dcinetria^, a convenient fca-port in 
Thcilaly, and of Chalcis on the ftraits of Eubrra ; and Flamininus, 
under pretence of rellraining the violence of Nabis, the tyrant of 
Lacedemon, and of refloring the tranquillity of that country lv , flill 
remained wit li an army in the Peloponnefus. 

"While the Romans were carrying their fortunes with fo high a 
hand in this part of the world, and defeating armies hitherto deemed 
invincible, they received a confidcrablc check in Spain. 

That country had been recently divided into two provinces ; and, 
though nowpofleifed by the Romans, without the competition cS uny 
foreign rival, it continued to be held by a very dilh-ailf and preca- 
rious tenure, that of force, oppofed to the impatience and eontiuu:d 
revolts of a iicree raid numerous people. 

i j I .... ...... r \ r \ C 4 m 
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Spain had already fun/uhed to Italy its principal iupplies of liiver 

and geld. A; every triumph obtained in that country, the precious 

metals were brought in confiderable quantities to the treafury of 

Rome ; but were purchased for the mod part with the blood of her 
legion?, and led her into a iueceinon cf wars, in which ihe expe- 
rienced defeat as wed as victory. About the time that Flamininus 
had rerniiaatcd the war in Macedonia; the Proconful Scmpronius, 
in the nearer province of Spain, was defeated with the loft of many 
oiTlcers cf rank. Kc himiclf was wounded in action, and loon 
alter u:eu. 

Eve-. the Roman peiTcfiicn* in Italy were not vet fullv recovered 
frcm the trouble? that had arifen in the time uf the late war with 
Carthage. The Gauliih nations on the Po frill continued in a ftatc 
cihoiYuity. The Have-, of which the numbers had greatly increaied 
in Etruria, and other par:- of the country, being moftly captives- 
taken ironi enemies enured to arms and to violence, interrupted 
their fervitude with frequent and dangerous infurrections. Having 
pencils among them, who had been accuitomcd zo command as well' 
as :o obey, the}' often deferred from their mafter-, formed into regular 

bc-die 5 , and encountered ilie armies of the republic in battle' 4 . 

The ridge cf the Appenines beyond the confines of Etruria and 
the Reman frontier, full harboured fierce and numerous tribes known 
?y the name of Ligurians and Gauls, who not only often and long 
defended their own mountains and woods, but likewife frequently 
invaded :h: territory of the Romans. Here, or in Spain, during 
the reee:? cf ether wars, there was a continual fervice for the Confute 
and Prxtcrs, and a continual cxercife to the legions. The State, 
r.cverthehels, though hall occupied in this manner with petty enemies 

and deiukory wars, never loft fight of the great objects of its jea- 

** I_iv. lib, xxviii. c. :6. 
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loufy, from whom were to be apprehended a more regular oppofi- c H A P. 
tion, and better concerted defigns againft its power. Among thefe, 
the Carthaginians were not likely to continue longer at peace than 
until they recovered their ftrength, or had the profpecr. of fome 
powerful fupport. Antiochus, pofTcficd of all the refources of Afia, 

was ready to join with this or any other flate that was inclined to 
check the advancement of the Roman power. 

About a year after the conclullon of the war with Philip, the Ro- U. C. 55*, 
mans received intelligence, that the Carthaginians had entered into a 



correfpondence with Antiochus ; and as their fuppofed implacable 
enemy, Hannibal, was then in one of the firft offices of Rate at Car- 
thage, it was not doubted, that the fecret intrigues of thofc parties were 
hoitile to Rome. It was determined, therefore, to fend a proper 
commiflion into Africa, under pretence of an amicable mediation, in 
fome differences that fubfi/lcd between Maflinifla and the people of 
Carthage ; but with injunctions to the commiflioncrs to penetrate, 
if poffible, the defigns of the Carthaginians ; and, if neceflary, to 
demand that Hannibal, the fuppofed author of a dangerous confpi- 
racy againft the peace of both the republics, fliould be delivered up. 

This great man, from the termination of the late war, had acquitted 
himfelf in the political departments, to which he had been appoint- 
ed, with an integrity and ability worthy of his high reputation as a 
foldicr ; but his reformations in a corrupted ftate had procured 
him enemies at home, not lefs dangerous than thole he had en- 
countered abroad ,5 . Upon the arrival of the Roman deputies he 
iufpefted that the commiffion regarded himfelf, and made no doubt 
that a faction whofe ambition he had rcftrained, and many parti- 
cular perfons whom he had recently incenied by the reformation of 
certain abufes in which they were interefted, would gladly feize 



11 Liv, lib, xx\iii. c. 46 — 49 
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book that opportunity to rid themfelves of a powerful, enemy, and from 
u — „# fear or fome other motives, prevail on. a corrupted.people to deliver 

him up to the Romans. It- is faid, that he had been long.preparedtfor 
an emergence of this fort, and, without any embarraffment, appeared,, 
upon the arrival of thefe meuengers, : in all the funclions of his public 

w v 

character ; : but at night withdrew to the coaft, and fet fail for Afia ?5 :. 

***** • 

He was received by Antiochus at Ephefus, ' and treated as- a perfont 

4 

worthy to direct the- councils of a great king ; an office too much/, 
expofed to envy for the favourites of a court, or even for the prince: 
himfelf long to endure. " 

From this time forward the king of Syria, fuppofed to Begoverned: 
by the counfels of Hannibal, became the principal object of attention: 
and of jealoufy at Rome; and though he feemed to remain in. tran- 
quillity during about three years: after the 'acquisition of this fonni- 
dable counfellor^ yet it was not doub ted . that theifirft: violent ftorra* 

was to burft from that quarter* 

Hamininus had, during the greater part of this interval, remained' 
in Greece i had been occupied in fettling: the^ affairs- of that country,, 
and in obferving the Etolians, who y being; difiatisfied with the "late 
peace, endeavoured to raifea fpirit of difcontent againft the Romans. 
He made war at the lame timeagainft Nabis the tyrahr of Lacedemon 
and though he failed in his. attempt to force this famous ufurper in 
his own capital, he obliged him to: evacuate Argos, arid to cede all 

his pofieffions on the coafiv By thefe - meany he removed- all- the 
dangers with which any of the States of the Achasan league had been, 
threatened, and reftored them to the full pofleffibn of their freedom. - 
To leave- no ground of jealoufy or diftfuft in Greece, Hamininus 
perfuadei the Roman Cornmiffioners to evacuate Bemetria^ Chalcis,. 
and Gorinth, which, they were dupofed- to retain. in the pvo£pe& o£ 

15 Lir, lib. xxxiii. c; 46^49- 
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a war with Antiochus ; and having thus concluded the affairs that CHAP; 
were entrufled to him, he returned into Italy, and made his entry at 

Rome in a triumphal proceffion, which lafted three days, , with a 
fplendid' difplay of fpoils, captives, and treafure s \. 

All the troubles of Greece, at the departure of Flaminihus,.feemed: 
to be compofed thefe appearances, however, were but of fhort du- 
ration. . Nabis was impatient under his late conceffions and flatter— 

ing himfelf that the Romans would* not repafs: the fea' merely, to ex- 
clude him from the .pofleiSon of a ,few places of little confequence* 
on the coaft.of the Peloponnefus, began to employ infinuat ion, cor- 
ruption, and open force, in order to recover the towns he had loft.. 
In* this defign-. he was encouraged by the Etolians-, who flattered 
him with the hopes of fupport, not only from themfelves, but likewife 
from Antiochus, and even from, Philip ; s all of whom had an evident 

intereft in reprefling the. growing power of the Italian republic. The 

Etolians- had expected,, at the'clofe of the.- war- with Philip, to come 

into the plkce of that prince^ as^ the head of all the- Grecian confe— 
deracies^ and to- have- aS principal fhare: in the fpoils of his kingdom,. 
They urged the Romans commiflioners to the final fuppreflion of that 
monarchy andj, being difappointed in all their hopes, complained of " 
the'Romans,. as. bellowing upon others the. fruits of a victory which- 
had been- obtained chiefly by their means,- and as having,, under the.- 
pretence of; fetting- the Greeks at liberty,, reduced' that country into a. 
weak, and disj pin ted- ftate,, which might in. any future, period render 
it an eafy prey to themfelves. . 

. Elamininus accordingly had,. in.allhis meafiires for. the fettlement of ' 
Greece, found from this people a warm. and* obftinate refiftance. He 
found them endeavouring to form, a- powerful-confederacy againft the - 
Romans,.- and for this purpofe- engaged in intrigues with Nabis,, 

Bhilip, and Antiochus $ applying to each of them in terms fuited to . 

* 6, Liv. lib. xxxiv. c.52*. 

the^ 



in Emilia, and other parts of the country, being moftly caprives 
taken from enemies enured tc arms and to violence, interrupted 

perfons among them, who had been accuftomed tc command as well' 
as to obey, they often deferted from their matters,, formed into regular 
bodies, and encountered the armies of the republic in battle 

The ridge of the Appenines beyond the confines of Etruria and. 
the Roman frontier, ftill harboured fierce and numerous tribes known 
by the name of Ligurians and Gauls, who not only often and long- 
defended their own mountains and woods, but likewife frequently 
invaded the territory of the Romans. Here, or in Spain,, during 
the receis of other wars, there was a continual fervice for the Confute 
and Prstors, and a continual exercife to the legions. The State,, 

neverthelefs, though ftill occupied in this manner with petty enemies 

and defultory wars, never loft fight of the great objects of its jea- 

M Liv. lib. xxviii. c. 36. 
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ibrne differences that iubMed between Maffirifft and the yeoplr of 
Qijtliage; but with injunctions to the commiffionm to npnptfnf^ 
it poiT.bic, the de:ig::c of* the Ca* uiaghiians ; and, if neceiiary, to 
demand that Hannibal, the fuppofed author of a dangerous confpi- 
•racy againft the peace of both the republic?, mould be delivered up. 

This great man, from the termination of the late war, had acquitted 
himfelf in the political departments, to which he had been appoint- 
ed, with an integrity and ability worthy of his high reputation as a 
foldier ; but his reformations in a corrupted ftate had procured 
him enemies at home, not lefs dangerous than thofe he had en- 
countered abroad ,5 . Upon the arrival of the Roman deputies he 
fufpected that the commiffion regarded himfelf, and made no doubt 
that a faction whofe ambition he had reftrained, and many parti- 
cular perfons whom he had recently incenfed by the reformation of 

certain abufes iu which they were interefted, would gladly feize 

■■* Liv. lib. xxxiii. c. 46 — 49* 
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that opportunity to rid themfelves of a powerful enemy, and from 
fear or fome other motive?, prevail on a corrupted people to deliver 
him up to the Romans. It is faid, that he had been long prepared for 
an emergence of this fort, and, without any embarralfment, appeared, 
upon the arrival of thefe meflengers, in all the functions of his public 
character ; but at night withdrew to the coaft, and fet fail for Afia ,s . 
He was received bv Anticchus at Ephcfus, and treated as a perfon 
worthy to direct the councils of a great king ; an office too much 
expofed to envy for the favourites of a court, or even for the prince 
himielf long to endure. 

From this rime forward the king of Syria, fuppofcd to be governed, 
by the counfels of Hannibal, became the principal object of attention, 
and of jealoufy at Rome ; and though he feemed to remain in tran- 
quillity during about three years after the acquifitiou of this formi- 
dable counlellor, yet it was not doubted that the firft violent ftorm 
was to burll from that quarter. 

Flamininus had, during the greater part of this interval, remained 
in Greece; had been occupied in fettling- the • affairs of that country, 
and in obferving the Etolians, who, being diffatisfied with the late 
peace, endeavoured to raife a fpirit of difcontent againft the Romans. 

He made war at the fame time againft Nabis the tyrant of Lacedemon ; 
and though he failed in his attempt to force this famous ufurper in 
his own capital, he obliged him to evacuate Argos, and to cede all 
his poUeffions on the coaft. By thefe means he removed all the 
dangers with which any of the States of the Achaean league had been 
threatened, and reflored them to the full pofTeflion of their freedom. 
To leave no ground of jealoufy or diftruft in Greece, Flamininus 

periuaded the Roman Commiffioners to evacuate Demetrias, Chalcis, 

and Corinth, which they were difpofed to retain in the profpect of 

15 Liv. lib. xxxiii. c. 46 — 49.- 
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a war with Antiochus ; and having thus concluded the affairs that 
were entrufted to him, he returned into Italy, and made his entry at 
Rome in a triumphal proceflion, which lafted three days, with a 

fplendid difplay of fpoils, captives, and treafure *\ 

All the troubles of Greece, at the departure of Flamininus, feemed 
to be compofed ; thefe appearances, however, were but of fhort du- 
ration. Nabis was impatient under his late conceflions ; and flatter- 
ing himfeif that the Romans would not repafs the fea merely to ex- 
clude him from the .pofTeflion of a few places of little confequence 
on the coaft of the Peloponnefus, began to employ infinuation, cor- 
ruption, and open force, in order to recover the towns he had loft. 
In this defign he was encouraged by the Etolians, who flattered 
him with the hopes of fupport, not only from themfelves, but likewife 
from Antiochus, and even from Philip ; all of whom had an evident 
intcreft in repreffing the growing power of the Italian republic. The 
Etolians had expected,, at the dole of the war with Philip, to come 
into the place of that prince, as the head of all the Grecian confe- 
deracies, and- to have a principal fhare in the fpoils of his kingdom- 
They urged the Roman commiflioners to the final fuppreflion of that 
monarchy ; and, being difappoimed in all their hopes, complained of 
the Romans, as bellowing upon others the fruits of a victory which 
had been obtained chiefly by their means, and as having, under the 
pretence of fetting the Greeks at liberty,, reduced that country into a 
weak and disjointed ftate, which might in any future period render 
it an eafy prey to themfelves. 

Flamininus accordingly had, in all his meafures for the fettlement of 
Greece, found from this people a warm and obftinate refiftance. He 
found them endeavouring to form a powerful confederacy againft the 
Romans, and for this purpofe engaged in intrigues with Nabis, . 
Pliiiip, and Antiochus ; applying to each of them in terms fuited to 

16 Liv. lib. xxxiv. c. 52. 
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-die fuppofed injuries they had feverally received in the late war, or 

in the negotiations that followed. 

At the conclufion of the peace with Philip, Antiochus thinking 
liimfelf by the effects of that treaty aggrieved, in refpect to the free- 
dom granted to fome cantons in Thrace, on which he derived a 
claim from his anceftors, fent an embaffy to Rome with remonftrances 
on that lubjecl. The Romans made anfwer, In the capacity which 
they had affumed of the deliverers of Greece, that they would op- 
pofe ever)' attempt to enflave any Grecian fettlement ; and as they 
had no dehgns on Afia, they expected that the king of Syria would 
not intermeddle in the concerns of Europe. While they gave this 
anfwer to the AmbafTador of Antiochus, they refolved, under pre- 
tence of treating with the king, to fend commiffioners, in their turn, 
to obferve his motions. 

The famous Scipio Africanus is mentioned by fome hiftorians as 
having been of this commiffion, and as having had fome conven- 
tions with Hannibal, which are recorded to the honour of both. 
Livy, however, feems to reject thefe particulars as fabulous, while 
he admits that the apparent intimacy of Hannibal with the Roman 

commiffioners, very much diminifhed the part which this formidable 
counfellor held in the confidence of the king 17 . 

At this time it became known that Antiochus was meditating the 
invaiion of Italy as well as of Greece ; that the firft of thefe objects 
was to be committed to Hannibal, who undertook to prevail on the 
republic of Carthage to take a principal fhare in the war ; and that, 
for this purpofe, he had fent a proper perfon to concert meafures 
with his party at Carthage ; but the intrigue being difcovered, the 
Carthaginians, in order to exculpate themfelves, fent an account of 

it to Rome. 

• Liv*. Ufa. xxxv. c. 14. 
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Before this intelligence had been received, the Roman com- 
miflioners were fet out for Alia, and,' ".according to their inftruclions, 
palTed through Pergamus to confult with Eumenes the fovereign- 
of that kingdom, who, having rcafon to dread the power of 
Anliochus, employed all his credit to engage the Romans in a war- 
with that prince. They had an audience of the king of Syria at 
Apamea, and a conference afterwards, on the object of their com— 

million, with a principal officer of his court at Ephefus. This mi— 
nifter made no fcruple to charge the Romans with the real defigns of 
ambition, which they endeavoured to difguife under the pretence of 
procuring the liberties of Greece. " Your conduct," he faid, " where • 
" you are in condition to act without difguife, is a much better evi- 
" dence of your intention, than any profeflions you may think proper 
tc to make in Greece or in Afia, where, by afTuming a popular cha- 
" racier, you have fo many parties to reconcile to your intereft. 
" Are not the inhabitants of Naples- and of Rhegium Greeks, as well 

" as thofe of Lampafcus and Smyrna ? You are extremely defirous 
" to fet the Greeks at liberty from the dominion of Antiochus and 

" Philip, but have noremorfe in fubjecting them to your own. 1 ' 

The deputies of the cities whofe intereft was in queftion were pre- 
lent at thefe conferences, and each pleaded the caufe of his country, 

but without any other effect than that of convincing the parties con- 
:erned, that a war could not long be avoided. The Romans, alarmed 

:>y the intelligence received from Carthage during the depend ance of 
his conference, had already begun to prepare for hoftilities : and, 
jpon the report of their commiffioners from Afia, ftill continued to 
mgment their forces by fea and by land. Under pretence of reprefT- 
ng the violences committed by Nabis, they ordered one army into 

Greece, and ftationed a fecond on the coaft of Calabria and Apulia^ 

a order to fupport the operations of. the firft, . 

The- 
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The Romans had reafon to confider the Etolians as enemies, and 

even to diftruil the intentions of many of the republics lately reftored to 
their liberty, who began to furmife, that, under the pretence of be- 
ing relieved from the dominion of Philip, they "were actually reduced 

to a Hate of dependence on Rome. 

To obviate the difficulties which from thefe furmifes might arife 
among the Grecian republics, the Roman Senate fent a frefh com- 
mnTion into that country, requiring thofc who were named in it 

to act under the direction of Flamininus, the late deliverer of Greece. 

Thefe commiihoners found the principal cities of that country va- 

rioufly affected : a general meeting of the States being called to receive 

them at Demetrias, they were, by fomc of the parties prefent at this 

meeting, reproached with a defign, under pretence of reftoring the 

Greeks to their liberties, of feparating them from every power that 
was fit to protect them ; and they were likewife reproached with a 

defign of ertabliihing their own tyranny, under pretence of op- 
poiing that of every other State. 

This i pedes of blafphemy, uttered again ft a power which the ma- 
jority of thole who were prefent affected to revere, raifed a great 

ferment in the council ; and the pcribns who had thus ventured to 

imult the Romans being threatened with violence, were forced to 
withdraw from Demetrias, and to take refuge in Etolia. The re- 
maining deputies of Greece endeavoured to pacify the Roman com- 

miiTioners, or at leaft entreated them that they would not impute to 
fo many different nations, what was no more than the frenzy of a few 

individuals. 

The Etolians had already invited Antiochus to pafs into Europe. 

The meafure was accordingly under deliberation in the council of 

this prince. Hannibal warmly recommended the invafion of Italy as 

the moft effectual blow that could be ftruck at the Romans. " At 

home," he laid, " their force is ftill compoied of disjointed ma- 

a " terials, 
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it 



" diate touch of an enemy ; and the mod effectual power that can 



be raifed up againft them, is that which may be formed from the 

ruins of their own empire. But if you allow them to remain in 
quiet poffeffion of Italy, and to ftretch out the arms of that country 
M to a diftance, their refources are endlefs, and their ftrength irrefift- 
" able." He made an offer of himfelf for this fervice, demanding 
a hundred gallies, ten thoufand foot, and a thoufand horfe. With 

this armament he propofed to prefent himfelf on the coaft of Africa, 

and, from what further reinforcements or fupplies he could derive 
from Carthage, to effect his defcent upon Italy. 

Thefe councils, however, were given in vain. Hannibal, as a per- 
fon likely to reap all the glory of every fervice in which he bore any 
part, was become an object of jealoufy to the court of Antiochus, and 
to the king himfelf. His advice being received with more averfion 
than refpect, ferved to determine the king againft every meafure he 
propofed. " Such a monarch," it was faid by the courtiers, " could 
" not be under any neceffity to employ foreign aid or direction : 
" — his own force was fufficient to overcome the Romans in any 
u part of the world : — the recovery of Greece muft be the firft 
object of his arms ; — the people of that country, whenever his 



it 



tt 



galleys appeared, would crowd to the mores to receive him :• 
c< the Etolians were already in arms for this purpofe : — Nabis was 
a impatient to recover the pofleffions of which he had been ftripped 
" by the Romans: — Philip muft eagerly fly to his ftandard, and 
" embrace every opportunity to revenge the indignities which had 
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terials, which will break into pieces when affailed by the imme- ^ y/ 
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" been lately put upon himfelf and his kingdom 

Flattered with thefe expectations, Antiochus fet fail for Europe U. C. 562, 
with ten thoufand foot, fome elephants, and a body of horfe. He 
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was received at Demetrias with acclamations of joy ; -but foon after, 
in the fraud, came to underftand that his allies in that country had 
fent for him to bear the burden of the war, and were devifing how 
they mould reap for themfdves the advantages that might be made 

to arife from it. 

The Etolians, at whofe inftance Antiochus had come into Greece, 
were (till divided. One party among them contended for peace, and 

alleged that the prcfence of the king of Syria was a fortunate circurn- 
ftance, as it might give them an opportunity to negotiate with greater 
advantage. Another party contended for immediate war; infifting that 
force alone could obtain any equitable terms from fuch a party as 
that they had to do with. 

Flamininus was prefent in the afTembly of Etolia when thefe de- 
bates took place relating to the refolution for peace or 'war with the 
Romans. He obferved to the party who contended for war, that, 

before they proceeded to this extremity, they ought to have made 
their reprefentations at Rome, and to have waited for an anfwer from 

thence. " We mail make our reprefentations, and demand our an- 
45 fwer," faid a principal perfon in the aflembly, ftill thinking of a 
defcent upon Italy, to be effected by Hannibal, " perhaps where we 

" are lean expected, on the banks of the Tiber 

The refolution for war with the Romans was accordingly taken in 
this auemhly, and Antiochus was declared head of the confederacy 
to be formed for mutual fupport in the conduct of it. This prince 
endeavoured to obtain a declaration to the fame effect from the 
Achxans and Beotians ; but being difappointed in his application to 
thofe States, he left part of his forces at Demetrias, and he himfelf 
hav : ng negociated his admiffion at Chalcis on the Straits of Euboea^ 
retired, as if he had come to act upon the defenfive, behind the Eu- 
rlpus, and eftabliihed his court at that place for the winter.. 

# 

w Liv\ lib. xxxv. c. 33. 
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Mean time the Romans prepared themfelves as for a ftruggle of 
great difficulty, and probably of long duration *°. They confidered 
the abilities of Hannibal, employed to conduct the forces of Afia, as 

a fufficient ground of alarm. Their firft object was to guard Italy 
and their other poffeffions. An army of obfervation was for this 
purpofe ftationed at Tarentum, A numerous fleet was ordered to 
protect the coaft. The Praetors and other officers of State, with pro- 
per forces under their command, had charge of the different diflricts 
of Italy that were fufpedted of inclining to the enemy, or of being 
difaffected to the commonwealth. The inftructions given to thefe 
officers, were to obferve what was paffing in the feveral quarters to 
which they were fent, but to avoid every occafion of animoficy or 
tumult that might open a way for the admiffion of an enemy, or 

Ihew an invader where to direct his attack. 

Having made thefe difpofitions for their own fecurity, they pro- 
ceeded to form an army which was to act offenfively, and to fix the 
fcene of the war in their enemy's country. Bcebius, a Pra?tor of the 
preceding year, under pretence of oppofing Nabis, who had renewed 
the war in the Peloponnefus, had already pa{Ted into Epirus with a 
confiderable force. Acilius Glabrio, one of the Confuls of the pre- 
fent year, to whofe lot this province had fallen, was underftocd to 
have in charge the farther preparations that were making for a war 
in that country, and haftened the affembling of an army and fleet 
fufficient to difconcert the meafures of the parties that were fuppofed 
to be forming againft the Romans. 

The ufual tithes of corn were ordered from Sardinia, and double 
tithes from Sicily, to fupply the army in Epirus. Commifiaries like- 
wife were fent to Carthage and Numidia, in order to purchafe fupplies 
from thence. And with fuch a fenfe of its importance did the Ro- 
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mans enter on this war, that the Conful Cornelius iffued an edid, 

prohibiting all Senators, and all thofe who were intitled to be ad- 
mitted into the Senate, to abfent themfelves from Rome above 

one day at a rime, and requiring that no more than five Senators 
fhould on the fame day be abfent from the city. 

The equipment of the fleet was retarded by a difpute that arofe 
with eight of the maritime colonies or fea-ports, who pretended to a 
right of exemption from the prefent fervice. But their plea, upon 

an appeal to the Tribunes, and a reference from them to the Senate, 

was over-ruled. 

Antiochus paffed the winter at Chalcis in a manner too common 

with princes of a mean capacity, who put every matter of perlbnal 
caprice on the fame footing with the affairs of State. Being en- 
amoured of a Grecian beauty, he employed the attention of his 
court on feafts and proceffions, deviled for her entertainment, and to 
enhance his pleafures. His reputation declined, and his forces ma4e 
no progrefs either in numbers or difcipline. 

In the lpring he loft fome time in forming confederacies with petty 
State?, which are ever under the neceffity of declaring themfelves 
for the prevailing power, and who change their fide with the reverfes 
of fortune. Having traverfed the country from Beotia to Acarnania, 

negotiating treaties with fuch allies as thefe, he had paffed intoThef- 
falv, and had befieged Lariffa, when the Roman Praetor began to 

advance from Epirus. 

After the contending parties had thus taken the field, and the armies 
of Rome and of Syria were about to decide the fuperiority on the 
frontiers of Macedonia, Philip feemed to remain in fufpence, having 
yet made no open declaration to which fide he inclined. He had 
felt the arms of the Romans, and had reafoa to dread thofe. of 
Antiochus. 
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The princes who divided the Macedonian empire were not only chap. 

rivals in power, they were in fome degree mutual pretenders to 

the thrones which they feverally occupied ; Philip, probably con- 

fidering Antiochus, in this capacity, as the principal object of his 
jealoufy, took his refolution to declare for the Romans ; and having 
accordingly joined the Prsetor on the confines of ThefTaiy, their van- 
guard advanced to obferve the pofition and motions of the enemy. 

Antiochus, upon the junction of thefe forces, thought proper to 
raife the (lege of LarifTa. From this time forward he feemed to have 
dropped all his fanguine expectations of conqueft in Europe, was 
contented to act on the defenfive, and when the Roman Conful ar- 
rived in Epirus, and directed his march towards ThefTaiy, he took 
poft at the Straits of Thermopylae, intending to fhut up this paf- 

fage into Greece : but being diflodged from thence, his army was . 
routed, the greater part of it perifhed in the flight, and he himfelf, 
with no more than five hundred men, efcaped to Chalcis, his former 
retreat in Eubcea, from whence he foon after fet fail for Afia. 

Upon the flight of Antiochus, the Etolians alone remained in- 
the predicament of open enemies to the Romans. They were yet ex- 
tremely irrefolute and diffracted in their councils. After having 
brought the king of Syria into Europe, they had not fupported him 
with afufficient force; and now, upon his departure, being fenfible of 
their danger from the Romans, a powerful enemy whom they had. 
greatly provoked, they endeavoured to perfwade the king to return ; 
reprefenting to him how much he was concerned to furnifh that ar- 
rogant people with a fufficient occupation in Greece, to prevent their 
paffing into Afia. They at the fame time made offers of pacification 
and of fubmiffion to the Romans, but were received in a manner, 
which gave them no hopes of being able to palliate the offence 

they had given. The Conful advanced into their country, laid fiege 

to Naupactus, and having reduced that place and the whole nation-. 

to 
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to great diftrefs, agreed to a ceflfation of arms, only while they fent 

deputies to Rome to implore forgivenefs and to make their peace with 

the Senate. Such was the pofture of affairs when Lucius Cornelius 

Scipio, being elected one of the Confuh for the enfuing year, was 

deftmed to fucceed Acilius Glabrio in Etolia ; and, with his brother 
Publius, the victor in the battle of Zama, who was to act as fecond 

in command, had orders to profecute the war againft the kingdom 

of Syria. 

Thefe leaders being arrived in Greece, and intent on the removal 
of the war into Ana, willingly accepted of the fubmiffion of all the 
towns that had incurred any fufpicion during the ftay of Antiochus 
in Europe ; and, leaving the difference which remained to be fettled 
with the Etolians in a ftate of negociation, they proceeded without 
delay, by the route of Macedonia and Thrace, towards the Hel- 
lefpont. 

In paiSng through thefe countries, they were conducted and fur- 
niHied with all the neceflary fupplies of provifions and carriages by 

Philip. 

The fleets of Afia and Europe, during this march of the Roman 
army, contended for the command of the feas. That of Europe, 
which was joined by the navy of Rhodes, and even by that of the 
Carthaginians, who, to vindicate themfelves from any blame in the 
prefent war, had taken part with their rival, after various en- 
counters, obtained the victory in a decifive battle, which made 
them entire matters of the fea, and opened all the ports of Afia to 
the fhipping of the Romans. 

The king of Syria had fortified Seftos and Abydos on the Hel- 
lefpont, and Lyfimachia on the ifthmus of Cherfonefus, with an ap- 
parent refolution to difpute the march and paffage of the Scipios at 
all thefe different ftatiens. But on the total defeat of his navy, he 
. either considered thofe places as loft, or, fearing to have his forces 

feparately 
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feparately cut off in attempting to defend them, he withdrew his c H A P 

garrifons from Lyfimachia, Scftos, and Abydos ; and while he thus 

opened the way for his enemies to reach him, gave other figns of 

defpondency, or of a difpofition to fink under adverfity, making 

overtures of peace, and offering to yield every point which he had 

formerly difputed in the war. In reply to thefe offers he was told, 
That he muft do a great deal more ; that he muft fubmit to fuch terms 

as the Romans were intitled to expect from victory. But as he con- 
tinued to afiemble his forces, he chofe rather to ftake his fortune on the 

decifion of a battle ; and having in vain endeavoured to make him- 
felf mafter of Pergamus, the capital of Eumenes, he fell back on 
Thyatira, and from thence proceeded to take poll on the mountains 
of Sypylus, where he meant to contend for the empire of Afia. 

In the mean time the Scipios advanced to the Hellefpont, an&> 
without any refiftance pafled the Strait. This was the firft time that 
any Roman army fet foot on Afia ; and being met by the deputies 
of the king with the overtures of peace that have been mentioned, 

fent accounts to Rome of their arrival ; and made a halt for fome- 
days. 

This defcent was confidered by the Romans as an epoch of great 
renown ; and the meflenger who brought the accounts of it was re- 
ceived with proceffions and folemn rites. Supplications and prayers 
were offered up to the gods, that this firft landing of a Roman army 
in Afia might be profperous for the commonwealth.. • U. C. 5 5a; 

Publius Scipio, the famous antagonift of Hannibal, foon after his 
arrival in Afia, was taken ill ; or, what may be fuppofed for his ho- 
nour, being dcfirous not to rob his brother of any fhare in the glory 
which he perceived was to be ealily won againft the prefent enemy, , 
he affected hidifpofition, and remained at a diftance from the camp., 
Lucius, thus left alone to command the Roman army, advanced.upon< 
the king, attacked him in the poll he had chofen, and, in. a decifive * 

^ victory^ 
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victory, difperfed the fplendid forces of Afia, with all their apparatus 
of armed chariots, horfes, and elephants, harneffed with gold. 

The king himfelf fled with a few attendants, pafled through Sardis 
in the night, and continued his flight to Apamea in Pifidia, where 
he expected to be out of the reach of his purfuers. 

Thyatira, Sardis, and Magnefia foon after opened their gates to the 

■ 

Romans ; and the king himfelf by a meffenger from Apamea, again 
made hafle to own himfelf vanquifhed, and to fue for peace. 

The Romans, to difplay a moderation which they frequently af- 
fected in the midft of their victories, renewed the fame conditions 
which thev had prefcribed on their arrival in Afia ; and a ceffation 
of arms being granted, officers from Antiochus, and from all the 
other parties concerned in the approaching treaty, repaired to Rome, 
in order to receive the final decifion of the Senate and People, on the 
future fettlement of their affairs. 

Eumenes, the king of Pergamus, on this occafion, attended in per- 
fon, and, together with the republic of Rhodes, who had diftin- 
guiuied themfelves by their zeal and faithful fervices in the late war, 
became the principal gainer in the treaty. 

It was agreed by the Senate, that the preliminary articles already 
prefcribed by the Coniul fhould be confirmed : 

That, according to thefe articles, Antiochus mould refign all his 
pretenfions in Europe, and contract the boundaries of his kingdom 
in Afia within the mountains of Taurus : 

That he fhould pay to the Romans, at fucceffive terms, five thou- 
fand talents to reimburfe the expence of the war : 

To Eumenes four hundred talents on the fcore of a debt that had 
been due to his father. 

And, for the performance of thefe conditions, mould give twenty 
hoftages, fuch as the Romans fhould name. 

In 
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In tjie farther execution of this treaty, the Romans again ap- 
peared *o he folicitpus only for die interefi: of their allies, and required 
no more £han indemnification for themfelves. They appointed ten 

conimiffipners to repair into Afia, and there to determine the feveral 
queftions that might arife relating^to the fettlement of that country. 
In the mean time they publilhed to all parties die following inftruc- 
tions, as the bails on which the commiffioners were to proceed : 

That the preliminaries of the peace with Antiochus already of- 
fered Ihould be ratified : 

3 evacuate, except Caria and 



rail, 



Lycia, were to be affigned to Eumenes : 

That thefe provinces, bounded by the Meander c 

be given to die republic of Rhodes : 

That all the Greek cities which had been tributary to Eumenes 
fliould continue fo, and all which had been tributary to AnHochus 
fliould be fet free **• 



A fettlement was accordingly foon after made in Afia in thefe 
terms ; and the Romans, while they were haftening to univerfal do- 
minion, appeared to have no object beyond the profperity of their 
allies : they were merciful to the vanquiihed, and formidable only to 
thofe who prefumed to refift their arms. In the midfl of their con- 
quefts, they referved nothing to themfelves befides the power of 

giving away entire kingdoms; and provinces ; or, in other words, 
they referved nothing but the power of feizing the whole at a proper 
time, and, for the prefent, the fuprerae afcendant over all the conquered 
provinces that were given away, and over thofe who received them. 

The Etolians were pow the only parties in Greece who pretended 
to hold their liberties,- or their pofiefiions, by any other tenure than 

that of a grant from the Romans. 



ai 
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. During the dependance of the war in Afia, the Etolians were 
making continual efforts to recover their own loffes, and to preferve 
the city of Ambracia, . then befieged by the Romans ; but, upon 
the defeat of Antiochus, the Ambraciots furrendered at difcretion, and 
the Etolians fued for peace. 

Ambracia had been the capital of Pyrrhus, and now fumifhed the 
captor with a plentiful fpoil of ftatues, pictures, and other ornaments 
to adorn his triumph. The Etolians, at the interceflion of the 
Athenians, were allowed to hope for peace on the following terms **> 

That they fhould not allow to pafs through their country the troops 
of any nation at war with the Romans : 

0 

That they fhould confider the allies of Rome as their allies, and the 
enemies of Rome as their enemies : 

That they fhould make inftant payment of two hundred talents in 
filver,- the ftandard of Athens ; and of three hundred more at feparate 
inftalments within fix years : 

That if* they chofe to make thefe payments in gold rather than 
filver, the proportion fhould be one of gold to ten of filver ; and that 
they fhould .give hoftages for the performance of thefe feveral articles* 3 . 

While the Etolians were on thefe terms concluding a peace, or 
rather obtaining a pardon, the Conful Manlius, who had fucceeded 
the Scipios in Afia, willing, if poffible, to bring back into Italy, to- 
gether with, the victorious legions, fome pretence of a triumph for 
himfelf, led his army againfl the Galatians. Thefe were the defend- 
ants of a barbarous horde, which had, fome ages before j migrated 
from the north of Europe, vifited Italy and Greece in their way, and 
flopped on the Halys in the Leffer Afia, where they made a fettle- 
scent, round which they levied contributions quite to the fhores of the 
Euxine, the Mediterranean, and Egean Seas. Their forces had lately 

~ Polyjb* Excerpta; Legations, c 28, aj Ibid. 
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made a part in the army of Antiochus, and they had not yet acceded CHAP, 
to the peace which that prince had accepted. By thefe means they 
furniftied the Roman Conful with a pretence for invading their coun- 
try ; and being unable to refill him, fubmitted at difcretion. In 
thus extinguishing the remains of every hoftiie combination, the Ro- 
mans took care to fatisfy the world that it never was fafe to take 
part againft them in any confederacy, and that, while they never 
abandoned any ally of their own, they were in condition to compel 
the powers, with whom they were at war, frequently to abandon 
theirs. 

Thus ended the firft expedition of the Romans into Afia ; in the 
refult of which, without feeming to enlarge their own dominions, 
they had greatly reduced the powers both of the Syrian and Mace- 
donian monarchies ; and by reftoring, whether from inclination or 
policy, every State to its independence, they had balanced a multi- 
tude of parties againft each other, in fuch a manner, as that no for- 
midable combination was likely to be formed againft themfelves ; or. 

if any one, or a few parties, fhould prefume to withftand their power, 
many others were ready to join in the cry of ingratitude, and to treat 
any oppofition that was made to them as an unworthy return to thofe 
who had fo generously efpoufed the caule of mankind. 

The pacification of Afia and Greece left the republic at Ieifure to 
manage its ordinary quarrels with nations unfubducd on the oppofite 
frontier. In the v eft, hoftilities had fubfifted without interruption, 
during the whole time that the State was intent on its wars in the 

Eaft ; and triumphal proceflions were exhibited by turns from thofe 

oppofite quarters. 

In Spain the commanders were, for the moft part, annually re- 
lieved, and the army annually recruited from Italy. The variety of 
events which are mentioned, and the continuance of -the - war itfelf 
are fufficient to evince that no decifive victories were obtained, or 

D d 2 eonquefts 
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conqueft* finally made. On the coaft of Spain there werermaft^ 
Greek or African fetdements eftablilhed- for commerce. Of thefer tfae> 
Romans^ either as having, fupplanted the Carthaginians,, formerly" 
their mailers, or as having fubdued' the native?,, were flSlE in pof- 
{zuiczu- Bac the interior parts of the country were- occupied by many 

horde?,- who appear to have been collected in t'ownmips and fortified, 
fiauoas, from which they afiembled toeppoie the Roman armies iiv 
the field, or ia which they defended themfelves with ob (tin ate- valour.. 
Though often defeated,, they ft HI renewed the conteft. Tiberius 
Sempronius Gracchus, in the year of Rome five hundred and feventy- 
fbur, about ten years after the pqace with Antiochus, is faid to- have 
received the fubmiffion of one": hundred- and three towns of that 
country **. The troubles of Spain were, never thelefs,. renewed under" 
his fucceffors, and continued to occupy the Roman arms with a re-- 
petition of iimilar operations,, and a like variety of events. 

The war in Liguria- was nearly of the fame defcription with- that 
in:. Spain;, continued fall- to occupy a- certain part of the Roman 
force; and, both before and after the late expedition to Greece and 
Afia, was for fome years the principal employment of both the Con- 
fuls- Here, however, the Romans made a more faifible progrefs to- 
wards an entire conqueit than they made in Spain. They facilitated" 
their accefs to the country by highways acrofs the mountains ; they 
reduced the numbers of the enemy by the fword and by the ordinary 
ofrxeiTesof war; and, after, the- experience of many pretended fub- 
miftio ns and repeated revolts of that people, who feemed to derive 
trie ferocity of th&r fpirit, as well as the fecurity of their poffeflion, 
from the rugged and inacceiiible nature of their country; it was de- 
termined to tranfplant the natives to fome of the more acceflible 
parts of Italy, where the lands, being wafte from the effect of former 
wars, were ftill unoccupied and at the difpofal of the republic aj - 

** Liv. lib. xl. c. 5c, & paffim.. * 5 ' Ibid. c. 38* 
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StatS of IftUf.'^^Charaffi? of the Roman Policy. — •—Death ofScipiV 
olid of Ha ri nib al.--^^ Indulgence of the Romans to the King of 
Macedonia-.— — Complaints againfl Philips — Succejio'n of Per/ens, 

and Origin of the H y ar. — —Acliori on the Pen ens. Overtures of 

Peace.-^-Progrefs of the War.- Defeat of Perfe'us at Pidna^ 

by Paid its Emilias. — —Hh Flight and Captivity. — — Settlement of 

Macedonia and Illyricwiu-^~Maiiriefs of the Roman's. 

Y the methods above related the Romans proceeded to extend CHAP, 
their dominion- over all the diflricls around them, and either ^ H " 
brought to their own ftandard, or difarmed, the feveral nations- who 

had hitherto refifted their power. While they were about to ac- 

complifli this end, the Tranfalpine Gauls, ftill having, their views di- 
rected to the fouthward of the mountains, made fome attempts at 

migration into Italy, in one of which they fettled a. party of their 
people at Aquileia- The Romans were alarmed, and ordered thefe 

ftrangers to be diflodged and reconducted acrofs the Alps. 

This circumftance fuggefted the defign of fecuring the' frontier on 
that fide by a colony ; and for this purpofe a body of Latins was 
accordingly fent to Aquileia, a fettlement which nearly completed 
the Roman eftablifhments within the Alps. The country was now, 
in a great meafure, occupied by colonies of Roman and Latin ex- 
traction, who, depending on Rome for protection, ferved, wherever 
they were fettled, to carry the deepeft impreffions of her authority, 
and to keep the natives in a ftate of fubjection to her government. . 

The domeftic policy of the State, during this period, appears to 

have been orderly and-wife beyond that of any other' time. The 

difti action 
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difHncHon between. Patrician and Plebeian was become altogether 

nominal. The defendants of thofe who had held the higher offices of 

flate, wer, in econfequence of the preferments of their anceftors, confi- 

dered as noble. Inftead of a title of nobility, the fon named his father 
and grandfather, who had been vetted with public honours. " And as the 

Plebeians now found no difficulty in obtaining the offices of State, 
they were continually opening the way of their poderity to the rank 
of Nobles. " Thus I," faid Decius Mus, while he pleaded to have 

the prieflhood x , joined to the other honours which the different 
orders of the People enjoyed in common, " can cite my father in 

4i the rank cf Coniul ; and my fon can cite both his grandfather and 

" me V The Plebeians were intitled by law to claim one of the 
. Conful's feats, and frequently occupied both. 

The authority of the Senate, the dignity of the Equeftrian Order, 
and the manners of the People, in general, were guarded, and, in 

* 

a great meafure, preferred, by the integrity and ftricT: exercife of 
the Cenfcrial power. The wifeft and the moft refpected of the 
citizens, from every condition, were raifed into office; and the 
aifemblie?, whether of the Senate, or the People, without envy, 
and without jealoufy, fuffered themfelves to be governed by the 
ccunfels cf a few able and virtuous men. It is impoffible otherwife 

to account for that fplendor with which the affairs of this republic, 
from the time of the firft Puuic war to that of the lafl wars with 

Macedonia and Carthage, though committed to hands that were con- 
tinuallv changing, were, neverthelefs, uniformly and ably conducted. 

The fpirit of the People was in a high degree democratical ; and 
though they fufFered themfelves to be governed by the filent influ- 
ence of perfonal authority in a few of their citizens, yet could not 
endure any fpecies of uncommon pre-eminence ; even that which 



* Vxd. B. i. c. 3. * Lib. lib. x. c. 8. 
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arofe from the luftre and well-founded pretenfions of diftifcguifhed 
merit. 

The great Scipio, with his brother Lucius, on their return from 
Afia, encountered a profecution, unworthily fupported by a popular 
clamour ; which brought them to trial on a formal charge of fe- 

creting part of the treafure received from Antiochus. It is likely, s 
from the manner in which Publius Scipio difdained to anfwer this 
charge, that he carried his perfonal fpirit too high for democratical 
government^ which can allow no private merit to come in competi-r 
tion with the rights of the people to fovereignty, and of individuals 
to equal attention in the State. At his firft citation on the libel which 
was brought againft him^ feeming not to.heaF theperibn who accufed 
him, he reminded the people,, that this was the,, anniverfary of 
that day. on which they had . gained the victory at 2a ma 5 and de-r 
firedithat they, would follow him to the temples, in which he was 
to return thanks to the Gods for. that, important event. He was 
followed accordingly by the whole multitude, and the accufer 
for that time, was deferted.. At his fecond citation, he called for 
the paper of accounts,, on which he had entered ail the fums he 
had received in Afia and,, while the people expected, that he- was 
to fatisfy them by a ftate of particulars, he tore the fcroll in their 
prefence.;. and, taking the privilege of a Roman citizen, retired, . 
without deigning to give any anfwer, and went as an exile into a 
country village of. Italy, where he foon after died. 

The. fame year likewife terminated the life of his antagcnrfl Han- 
nibal. This great man, himfelf a fufficient object of jealoufy to 
nations, was, by an article in the late treaty of peace with Antiochup,. 
to have been delivered up to the Romans ; . and had, . in order to 
avoid that danger, retired into Crete. From thence he took refuge 

with Prufias, king of Bythinia, where the enmity of Rome frill pur- 

fued him, and where an embafly was fent to demand that he mould 

be. 
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be deEvered up. As fbon as bt knew that this demand was a&ually 

made, and that the avenues to his dwelling were fecured in or.der to 
ieize him, he took poifon, and died. 

The Romans had been fo well fatisfied with the part which was 
taken by Philip in the late war with Antiochus, that they releafed 
his fan Demetrius, then at Rome, an hoftage for payment of the 
fathers tribute, of which they Iikewife remitted a part. They even 

connived at his recovering fome of his former pofTeffions, and made 
no inquiry into the numbers of his troops, in which he greatly ex- 
ceeded the eftabliiliment prefcribed by the laft treaty. They conti- 
nued in this difpofidon during four years after the late peace with 
the king of Syria ; and, in this interval, permitted the kingdom of 
Macedonia, by-j&e improvement of its revenue, and the increafe of 
its people, in a great meaiure to recover its former ftrength. 

Thefe circumftances of profperity, however, did not fail to excite 
apprehenfion in the minds of all thofe who, holding independent 
poffeffions in that neighbourhood, were expofed to be the firft vicYnns 

of this reviving power ; and reprefentations, to awaken the attention 
of the Romans on this fubjeel, were accordingly made at Rome, 
from Eumenes, the king of Pergamus, and from all the petty princes 
and fmall communities on the frontier of Macedonia. 

On receiving thefe admonitions, the Senate, in their ufual form, 

fent to the country from whence they were alarmed a felecl: number of 
their members to make inquiry into the real ftate of afi^irs. Before a 

tribunal thus conftituted, the king of Macedonia was cited to appear as 

a private party, firft. at Tempe, to anfwer the charge of the ThefTalians, 
and afterwards at Theffalonica, to anfwer that of Eumenes. After a 
difcumon, fufEciently humbling to a fovereign, he received fentence, 
by which he was required to evacuate all the places he had occupied 
beyond the ancient limits of his kingdom. This fentence he received 

with indignation and refentment, which were top unguardedly exr 

z prelTed, 
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prefled, and which rendered him from thenceforward an object of c l \ A p. 
continual attention and of jealoufy to* the Romans. 

A fecond commiffion was granted to fee the fentence of the firft 
put in execution ; and as foon as it became publicly known, that 
the Romans were willing to receive complaints againfl Philip, and 
were difpofed to protect every perfon who incurred his difpleafure, 
ambaffadors from the princes of Aiia, and perfons of every con- 
dition, from all the cities of Greece, and from all the diftricts in the 
neighbourhood of Macedonia, refortcd to Rome with complaints 
againfl: the king, fome of a private, and others of a public nature. 
The city was crowded with ftxangers, and the Senate was occupied, 
from morning to night, in hearing the reprcfentations that were made 
by their allies on the fubject of the ufurpations and oppreffions they 
had fuffered. 

Philip, to divert the ftorm, had fent his younger fon, Demetrius, 
to anfwer the feveral charges which were expected to be brought againfl: 
him ; and, in the end, obtained a refolution of the Senate to accom- 
modate matters on an amicable footing. This refolution was grounded 
on pretence of the favour which the Romans bore to Demetrius, 
who had long refided as an hoftage in their city. " The king will 
" pleafe to know," they faid, " that he has done one thing ex- 
" tremely agreeable to the Romans, in trufting his caufe to an ad- 
*' vocate fo well eftablifhed in their efteem and regard V 

This language of the Roman Senate refpe&ing Demetrius, to- 
gether with dangerous fuggeftions from fome of his own confidents, 

probably infpired the young man with thoughts, or rendered him 
fufpe&ed of defigns, injurious to the rights of Perfeus, his elder 
brother. This prince took' the alarm, and never ceafed to excite the 
fufpicions already formed in the breaft of the father, until he pre- 

3 Polyb. Excerpt. Legat. c. 46. Liv. lib. xxxix. 46—47. 
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s o o K yailed in fecuring his own fucceffion by the death of his younger 
Li -/ brother *. 

Philip, having ordered the execution of one fon to gratify the 

iealouiy of the other, lived about three years after this action, fuf- 

fering part of the puniihment that was due to him on that account, 

in the mod gloomy apprehenfions of danger from his furviving fon, 

and died in great folicitude for the fate of his kingdom. 

Perfeu?, neverthelefs, in afcending the throne of Macedonia, gave 
hopes of a better and happier reign than that of his predeceffbr. 

He was immediately acknowledged by the Romans ; and, during a 

few vears after his acceffion, appeared to have no caufe of difquietudc 

from this people. Although he had adopted the meafures of his 

father, and endeavoured, by attention to his revenue, his army, and 

magazines; and by forming alliances with fome of the warlike Thra- 
cian hordes in his neighbourhood, to put his kingdom in a pofture 
of defence, and in condition to afTert its independence ; yet he ap- 
pears to have excited lefs jealoufy in the minds of his neighbours. 
The prcgrefs which he made feems to have efcaped the attention of 
the Romans ; until, at laft awakened by the report of a fecret corre- 
fpondence which he carried on with the republic of Carthage, they 
thought proper to fend a deputation into Macedonia, in order to 

obferve his motions. 

By the deputies employed in this fervice, the Romans obtained 

intelligence, that Perfeus had made advances to the Achceans as well 
as to the Carthaginians, and to other ftates ; and was likely to form a 
powerful parry among the Greeks. 

From this time forward the leaders of the Roman councils feemed 
to have taken a refolution to remove this fubjecl of jealoufy, and 
to iupprefs the Macedonian monarchy. They renewed their atten- 
tion to the ftate of parties in Greece, and endeavoured to reconcile 

4 JLiv. lib. si. c. r^. 
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all the differences that might incline any of thofe republics to op- c A 

V LI * 

pofe them in the execution of their defign. They encouraged the king 
of Pergamus, who afterwards appeal's to have repented of the part 
which he took in that matter, to ftate his complaints. They brought 
him to Rome in perfon, and cited him before the Senate to give a 
complete detail of the circumflances that were alarming in the policy 
of Perfeus. Eumencs, having been thus brought forward as a formal 
accufer, and being to return through Greece, in order to offer his 
devotions at the temple of Delphi, was affaulted and wounded by a 
party who meant to affair! nate him ; and this defign, with lbme other 
acts of violence, being imputed to Perfeus, ferved as a pretence for 
the war which followed. 

The Roman Senate had already granted two feparate commi/Iions, 
the one of a deputation to vifit Macedonia, and to obferve the mo- 
tions of Perfeus ; the other of an embaffy into Egypt, to confirm 
their alliance with Ptolomy. On hearing of the attempt that had 

been made to affaffinate Eumenes, they dire&ed one of the Praetors, 
Caius Sicinius, with a proper force to pafs into Epirus ; and, in order 
to fee tire their accefs into that country, to take pofferlion of Apol- 
lonia, and other towns on the coaft. But a mifunderllanding then 
Aibfifting between the Confuls, and other principal men of the Senate, 
caufed fome obftrucYion in the farther immediate profecution of the war. 

Perfeus however, alarmed by the arrival of a Roman force in 
his neighbourhood, fent an embaffy to Rome with expoftulations 
on the fuhject, and with offers, by every reafonable conceflion that 
the Senate or the People could require, to avert the florin which 

i 

threatened him. But the Romans, affecting refentment of the in- 
juries they pretended to have received, ordered his ambaffadors, with- 
out delay,' to depart from Italy ; and gave intimation, that, if for 
the future he fhould have any thing to offer, he might have recourfe 
to the commander of the Roman army in Epirus, 

Ee 2 The 
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The interview, "which Perfeus foon after had with the Roman 
cominifiioners, terminated with the ftrongeft figns of hoftility on both 
fides 5 , The king, however, having taken minutes of what paffed at 

their conference, feat copies to ail the neighbouring Hates, in order 
to exculpate himfelf from any guilt in the approaching war ; and as 

the event afterwards mowed how much it was the intereft - of every 

ftate to nipport him, he being the only power that could give them any 

protection againft the Romans ; fo numbers, already moved by this 
apprehenilon, were inclined to favour his caufe. The Rhodians, 
then a formidable naval power, though reftrained by fear from an 
open breach with the Romans, yet gave fufheient evidence of this 

diipofition. Eumenes likewife, though a principal mftrument in 
fomenting the p relent quarrel, foon became averfe to its confe- 

quences. The Beotians and Epirots, as well as the Illyrians, openly 
declared for the king of Macedonia 6 . 

Thefe circumftances were ftated at Rome as additional grounds 

of complaint againft the king; and his endeavours to vindicate the 
part he had acted, were confidered as attempts to form a hoftile con- 
federacy againft the republic. 

Additional fleets and armies were accordingly affembled, and di- 
rected towards Epirus ; and a declaration of war was hTued in the 
form of an act of the Roman people. 

The Romans had now, during about twenty-five years, borne a 
principal part among the nations that furrounded the Mediterranean 
iea. The afcendant they had gained in all their wars or treaties, had 
made them common objects of fear or refpect to all the contiguous 
powers of Europe, Afia, and Africa. The Macedonians, however, 
as the lareft conquerors of the world, ftill retained a very high re- 
putation for military (kill and valour. The events of the late war 

5 I.iv. lib. lxii. c. 25. * Pclyb. Excerptx Legationes, c. 6^—67. 
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rather furprized mankind, than convinced them of any decided fu- c H A P. 
periority on the part of the Reman arms. The novelty of a new 
enemy, the mi flakes or mifconduct of the late king, might have ac- 
counted for his ill fuccefs. The kingdom had now been above twenty 
years exempted from any fignal calamity, had re-eftablifhed its 
armies, and rilled its magazines and its coffers. The military efta- 
blifhment amounted to forty thoufand men ; the greater part formed 
and difciplined upon the plan of the phalanx, and fupported with 
numerous troops of irregulars from the warlike cantons of Thrace. 
The king himlelf, in the vigour of manhood, fenlible that the ftorm 

could not be diverted, affetted rather to defire than to decline the 

conteft ; and, under all thefe circumftances, nations feemingly lead 

interested in the confequences were intent on the fcene that was about 
to be opened before them. 

Eumenes, fuppofed to be incited by inveterate animofity to Per~ 
feus, and by recent provocations, prepared to fulfil his profeflions 
in behalf of the Romans. 

Ariarathes, the king of Cappadocia, equally inclined by policy 
to wifli for a counterpoife to the Macedonian power, but having re- 
cently formed an alliance by marriage with the family of Perfeus ? 
determined to be neutral in the war. 

PtolomyPhilomater,who then filled the throne of Egypt, was a minor- 
Antiochus Epiphanes, who had lately fucceeded his brother Seleucus,. 
in the kingdom of Syria, having been fome time an hoitage at Rome r 

affected in his own court the manners of a Roman demagogue ; but was 
chiefly intent on his pretenfions to Gselefyria, which he hoped to make- 
good under favour of the approaching conjuncture formed by the mi- 
nority of Ptolomy, and by the avocation of the Roman forces in Greece. 

The Carthaginians, and the king of Numidia, while they feverally 
preferred their complaints againfl each other before the Roman Se- 
nate, vied likewife in their profeffions of zeal for the Roman re- 
public^ 
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public, and in. their offers of fupply of men, horfes, provisions, or 

fhips. 

Gentius, the king of Illyricum, had incurred the jealoufy of the 
Romans ; but remained undetermined what part he Ihould take. 

Cotys, a Thracian king, declared openly for Perfeus. The people 
of Greece, in their feveral republics, were divided among themfelves. 

The popular parties in general, being deiirous to exchange the go- 
vernment of their own ariftocracies for that of a monarchy, favoured 

the king of Macedonia. The leading men were either inclined to 

the Romans, or wifhed to balance the rival powers, fo as to have, 
in the protection of the one, fome fecurity againft the ufurpations of 
the other 7 . 

The Romans had commited an error by fending a fmall force into 
Epirus, which the king of Macedonia might have cut off before it 
could be properly fupported from Italy ; but their commiflioners, 

then in that country, had the addrefs to amufe the king with a ne- 
gotiation, and to divert him, during the firft year of the war, from 
any attempt on Apollonia, or on any other ftation then in poffeffion 
of the Reman troops. 

In the following iummcr, about (even years after the acceflion of 

Perieus to the throne of Macedonia, the war in that kingdom being 
committed to the Coniul Licinius, this general followed the army 
which had been tranfported to the coaft of Epirus ; and while the 
Roman fleet, with their allies, aiTembled in the flraits of Eubcea, 
the armies on both fides began their operations. The Macedonians 

encamped at Sycurium on the declivity of mount Ofla. The Roman 
Conful penetrated into ThefTaly ; and, having pafled the river Pena:iis, 
took port at Scea, twelve miles from the camp of the enemy. Here 
he was joined by Attalus, brother to the king of Pergamus, with four 

7 Liv. lib. x'.ii. c. 29—30. 
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thoufand men, and by fmaller bodies collected from different ftates of 
Greece. 

Perfeus endeavoured to lay wafte the kingdom of Pherse, from 
which the Romans drew the greater!, part of their fubfiftence ; and 

an action en fried, in which the whole cavalry and light infantry of 
both armies being engaged, the Romans were defeated ; and the 

Conful, no longer able to fupport his foraging parties on that fide of 
the Penseus againft a lupcrior enemy, decamped in the night, and 

repalTed the river. 

Although this victory had a tendency to raife the hopes of the 
king, it was by him wifely confidered as a fit opportunity to renew 
the overtures of peace ; and, in order to bring on a negociation, it 
was refolved, that the conditions which, under the misfortune of 
repeated defeats, had been offered by his father, fhould be made the 
preliminaries of the prefent treaty. 

It appeared to the king, and to thofe with whom he confulted, 
that, in the fcquel of a victory, this would appear an act of mode- 
ration, not of fear ; that all neutral powers, who dreaded the con- 

fequences of a decided fuperiority on either fide, would favour the 
pcrfon who lhould propofe to have peace re-eftablifhcd on moderate 

terms ; and that the Romans, being induced to terminate the war 
under the effects of a defeat, would from thenceforward refpect the 

Macedonian monarchy, and be cautious how they difturbed its tran- 
quillity. 

But if in this manner the opportunity was perceived, and wifely 
laid hold of by the councils of Perfeus, it by no means efcaped 
the Roman council of war, which was aflembled to receive the 
propofals of the king. 

The Romans, whether from national fpirit or policy, at all 
times declined entering on negotiations or treaties in confequence 
of defeats. They fpurned the advances of a victorious enemy, while 

3 th e y 
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they received thofe of the -vanquifhed with condefcenfion and mild* 
nefs. They accordingly, in the prefent cafe, treated the concef- 

fions of Perfeus with difdain, haughtily anfwering, that he mull 
fubmit at drfcretion \ 

This reply was received at the court of Perfeus with extreme fur- 
prize. But it produced ftill farther concefiions ; and inftead of re- 
fent merit from the king, a repetition of his meffage with an offer 

to augment the tribute which had been paid by his father 9 . 

The remainder of the fummer having palled in the operations of 
foraging parties, without any coniiderable action, the Romans re- 
tired for the winter into Beotia. On this coaft the fleet, having 
met with no enemy at fea, had made repeated defcents to diftrefs the 
inhabitants who had declared for the king. The Conful took poffef- 
iion of his quarters, without any refiftance, in the interior parts of 
the country ; and in this, with the progrefs that was made by the 
army employed on the fide of Illyricum in detaching that nation 
from Perfeus, confuted the fervice of the firfl campaign. 

Licinius, at the expiration of the ufual term, was relieved by his fuc- 
celTor in office, A. Hoftilius Marcius. This commander, being defeated 
and baffled in fome attempts he made to penetrate into the kingdom of 
Macedonia, appears to have made a campaign ftill lefs fortunate than 
that of his predecefTor ; and the Senate, at the end of the fummer, 
having ordered him home to prefide at the annual elections, fent a de- 
putation to vifit the army, and to inquire into the caufe of their 
miicarriages, and the flownefs of their progrefs. 

The Romans, although they had experienced difappointments in 
the beginning of other wars, particularly in their nxft encounters with 

Pyrrhus and with Hannibal ; and had reafon to expect a fimilar effect 
in the opening of the prefent war, appear to have been greatly mortified 

£ In ndveriis vultuia fecands fortune ger ere, moderari animos in fecundis. Liv. lib. xlii. 
« 6s. * Polyb. Excerpt. Legat. c. 69. 

and 
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and furprized at this unpromifmg afpect of their enterprize. They 

were engaged with an enemy renowned for difcipline, who had 
made war a trade, and the ufe of arms a profeffion ; while they 
themfelves, it appears, for a confiderable period after the prefer. t 
war, even during the moft rapid progrefs of their arms, had no 
military eftabliftiment befides that of their civil and political con- 
ftitution, no foldiers befides their citizens, and no officers but the 
ordinary magistrates of the commonwealth. 

If this eftablimment had its advantages' 0 , it may have appeared, on 

particular occafions, likewife to have had its defects. The citizen 
may have been too much a m after in his civil capacity to fubjeel: him- 

felf fully to the bondage of a foldicr ; and too abfolute in his capa- 
city of military officer to bear with the controul of political regula- 
tions. As the obligation to ferve in the legions was general and 
without exception, many a citizen, at lcaft in the cafe of any diftant 
or unprornifing fervicc, would endeavour to fhun his duty. And 
the officer would not always dare to enforce dilagreeable duty on thofe 
by whom he himfelf was elc&ed, or on whom he in part depended 
for farther advancement. 

At the beginning of this war, the legions were augmented from 
five thoufand two hundred foot and two hundred horfe, to fix thou- 
sand foot and three hundred hcrfe " ; and probably, to raife the 
authority of the Conful more effectually into that of a commander 
in chief, he was commiffioncd to name the Tribunes, as well as the 
Centurions of the army, that were to ferve under his orders : but, 
upon a complaint that this extenfion of the Conful's powers did 
not, by enforcing the difcipline of the army, ferve the purpole for 

which it was made, the People rcfumed their right of election in 
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BOOK the appointment even of inferior officers. The deputies, now fent 
>— w> into Macedonia by the Senate reported, that the legions employed in 

that country were extremely incomplete, numbers both of the lower 
officers and private men being, by the dangerous indulgence of their 
leaders, luffered to abfent thcmfelves from their colours *\ This 
abufe we mav apprehend to have been frequent in a fervice that was to 
be performed by citizens who had the choice of their own commanders. 
And from fpeculative ideas on the fubject, if we were not bound to 
be governed by experience as the preferable tutor, we fhould be apt 
to reject, as an improper mode of forming armies, that eftablifh- 

ment by which the Romans conquered the world. 

It is probable, that not only the defect of fubordination in the be- 
ginning of every war, but that of {kill, likewife, in the ufe of their 
peculiar weapons, made, in the Roman armies, a great difparity be- 
tween raw and veteran troops. 

The ufe of the buckler and fword required great ikiil, agility, 
and muicular ftrength ; all of them the effect of excrcife and of con- 
tinued practice. 

The experience of the foldier who fiir\wed many actions tended 
to confirm his courage, becaufe his efcape was in a great meafure 

the effect, of his fkill, or of his ftrength ; and upon a return of fimi- 

lar dangers, gave him confidence in hiinfelf. 

In battles the fircng and the fkilful efcaped, the weak and the 

awkward were likely to periih ; and every action not only exercifed 

the arm? of thole that furvived, but made a fclection of the vigour- 

ous and fkiifu: to be rcfcrveJ for future occaiions. 

Kence rrob^Mv, in the Roman armies, much more than in thofe of 
modern Europe, the praclifed foldier had a great fuperiority over the 
novice : and citizen?, when brought into the field by rotation, had 

much to I j am in the ccune of even - camnaicrn. 

L:v. lib. :Ci;i. c. i : . 
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In the prefent conteft, the checks of the firft and the fecond year c H^a p. 

of the war, though extremely mortifying to the Romans, were received u , 
without any figns of irrefolution, or change of their purpofe. In 
the third year after hoftilities commenced, the command of the army 

in Macedonia devolved on Q^Marcius Philippus, who, being chofen 
one of the Confuls, drew his province as ufual by lot. This officer 

had been employed in one of the late deputations that were fent into 

Greece ; had mown his ability in the courfe of negociations which 
preceded the war ; and now, by his conduct as a general, broke 
through the line with which the king had endeavoured to fecure the 
paffes of the mountains, and to cover the frontier of his kingdom. 
But, when he had penetrated into Macedonia, he found himfelf 
at the end of the feaibn, and for want of proper fupplies of pro- 
visions on that fide of the mountains, unable to purfue the advan- 
tage he had gained. Here, therefore, he (laid only to deliver his 

army to Emilius Paullus, who had been named to fucceed him. This 
was the fon of that Paullus, who, being one of the Confuls who 
commanded the Roman army at Cannse, threw away his life rather 
than furvive that defeat. The fon was now turned of fixty 13 ; and 
by the length ofliis fervice, and the variety of his experience in Li- 
guria and Spain, was well acquainted with the chances of war. 

Emilius Paullus, upon his cleclion, in order that he might not be 
liable to anfwer for the faults of his predeceflbrs, moved, that de- 
puties mould be fent into Macedonia to review the army, and to 
make a report of its ftate before he entered upon the command. His 
fpeech to the People, when about to depart for his province, carries 
a "linking allufion to the petulant freedom with which, it feems, un- 
fuccefsful commanders were cenfured, or traduced in the popular con- 
versations at Rome, and carries a defiance with which lie propofed to 



13 Plutarch, in Vit. Emil. p. 157 
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fiience the blame that might afterwards be caft on himfelf. " Let 
" fuch as think themfelves qualified to advife the general/ 1 he faid, 
" now accompany me into Macedonia. They fhall have a pan" age 
" en board my mip ; and, in the held, be welcome to a place in my 
ct ten: and at mv table : but if thev now decline this offer, let them 

" net afterwards pretend to judge of what they neither fee nor un- 
" derftand. Nor let tlieci fet up their own opinion againft that of 
t: a fellow-citizen, who is ferving the public to the utmoft of his 
" abilitv, and at the hazard of his life and of his honours." 

Ernilins, upon !:is arrival in Macedonia, found the king entrenched 
or, the banks of the Enipscus, with his right and left covered by 
mountain?, on which all the paiTes were fecured. After fome delay, 
during which he was employed in obferving the enemy's difpoiition, 
or in improving the difcipline of his own army, he lent a detach- 
ment to diipefiefs the Macedonians of one of the ft at ions which they 
occupied on the heights, with orders to the officer who commanded 
in this iervice, that, if he fucceeded in it, he mould fall down on 

the plain in the rear of the enemy ; he himfelf, in the mean time, 
rn.:de a feint to attack them in front. 

The poft en the heights being forced, Perfeus relinquished his pre- 
fect difpofition, and fell back towards Pydna on the banks of the 
Aiiarmon. Kere it became necefiary for him either to hazard a 
::a:tle, or, on account of the nature of the country behind him, to 

:.r-r.t:c his forces. 

lie preferred the firft, and made choice of a plain that was fit to 
receive the phalanx, and was fkirted with hills,, on which his light 
trcsps could act with advantage. 

Here too the Roman Conful continued to prefs upon him, and 
was inclined to feize the firft opportunity of deciding the war. Both 
armies as bv appointment, prefented themfelves on the plain in 
order of battle, and Emilius Paullus feemed eager to engage ; but, as 

o. he 
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he himfelf ufed to confefs, having never beheld an appearance fo 

formidable as when the Macedonians levelled their fpears. he thought 
proper to halt ,+ . Though much difccncertcd, he endeavoured to 
preferve his countenance, would not recede from his ground ; and 
that he might encamp his army where they now flood, ordered the 
firft line to remain under arms, and ready to attack the enemy, 
while thofe who were behind them began to intrench ; having in 
this manner caft up a brcaft-work of considerable flrength, he re- 
tired behind it, and under that cover completed the fortifications of 
a camp in the ufual form. 

In thispofition he waited for an opportunity to draw on an engage- 
ment, when the enemy Ihould be lefs prepared to receive him, or not 
have time to avail themielves fo much of that formidable order which 
conftituted the flrength of the phalanx. 

This occafion foon afterwards feemed to be offered by a fkirmifh 

which happened in the fields between the two armies. A horfe, 
having broke loofe from the camp of the Romans, fled towards 
that of the Macedonians, was followed by the fokliers from whom 
he efcaped, and met by their enemy from the oppofitc camp. Thefe 
parties engaged, and each being joined by numbers from their re- 
fpedlive armies, brought on at la ft a general action. The ground 
was favourable to the phalanx ; and the Macedonians, though haftily 
formed,, ftill poflefled againft the Romans the advantage of their 
weapons, and of their formidable order. They filled up the plain in 
front, and could not be flanked. They had only to maintain their 
ground, and had no occafion to difcompofe their ranks, in time of the 
action, by any change of pofition. They accordingly withftood with 

eafe the firft fhock of the Roman legions ; but were broken and dif- 

jointed in the fequel by the feemingly irregular attacks. which were. 

l * Polyb. Fragment, vol. iii. p. 24.3. 
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made at intervals bv the manipules, or the feparate divifions of the 

Roman foot. The parts of the phalanx that were attacked, whether 
thev were pre lied in, or came forward to prefs on their enemy, could 
net keep in an exact line with the parts that were not attacked. 
Openings were made, at which the Roman foldier, with his buckler 
and ih.ort iVord, could eafily enter. Emilius, obferving this advan- 
tac-, directed his attack on thofe places at which the front of the 
phalanx was broken ; and the legionary foldier, having got within 
the point of his antagonift's fpear, pierced to the heart of the co- 
lumn, and in this pofirion made a havock which loon threw the whole 

into disorder and cenerai route ,? . 

Twenrv thoufand of the Macedonians were killed in the field, five 

thoufand were made prisoners in their flight ; and fix thoufand that 

ihut thcmfclvcs up in the town of Pydna were obliged to furrender 

at d:::ret:on ' . 

After this defeat, the king of Macedonia, with a few attendants, 
rled to Pcrila, where, having taken up his children and the remains 
of his treafure, amoun'ing to ten thcufand talents, or about two 
millions of pounds ilcriing i: , he continued his flight to Amphipolis, 
and from thence to Samothracia, where he took refuge in the famous 
fanctuarv of that iflaud. 

Emilius pushed on to Amphipolis, receiving the fubmiflion of all the 
towns and diftricls as he paficd. The Prater, Ociavius, then com- 
manding the Roman fleet, befet the ifland of Samothracia with his 
fhips ; and, without violating the fanctuarv, took meafures that ef- 
fectually prevented the king s efcape. 

This unfortunate prince, with fome of his children, delivered 
them! elves up to the Pra?tor, and were conducted to the camp of 
Emilius. The king threw hirnfelf on the ground, and would have 

'■ ?:zzi:zh in Vit. E mil. p. 17:. 17 Juftin. lib xxxiii. c. 1. 

* embraced 
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embraced the victor's knees, when the Roman general, with a conde- 

fcenfion that is extolled by ancient hiftorians, gave him his hand, and 

railed him from the ground, but reproached him as the aggreffor in 
the late conteft with the Romans ; and with a leffon of morality, which 
tore up the wounds of the unfortunate monarch, bid the young men 
who were prcfent look on this object as an example of the inftability 
of fortune, and of the vicilfitude of human affairs. 

While the war in Macedonia was coming to this iffue, that in II- 
lyricum had a like termination, and ended about the fame time in 
the captivity of the king. 

News of both were received at Rome about the fame time, and 
filled the temples, as ufual, with multitudes who crowded to per- 
form the public rites of thankfgiving that were ordered by the Se- 
nate. Soon after which, cmbaffies arrived from all the kings and 
flatcs of the then known world, with addreffes of congratulation on 
fo great an event. The Senate proceeded to form a plan for the 
fcttlement of Macedonia. 

It was refolved to extinguish the monarchy, to divide its territory 
into four diitricls, and in each to eftablifh a republican government, 
adminifiered by councils and magiftrates chofen by the People. This, 
among the Greeks, could bear the interpretation of bellowing abfo- 
folute liberty. Ten commiffioners were named to carry this plan 
into execution in Macedonia, and five were appointed for a fimilar 
purpofe in Illyricum. Emilius was continued in his command, and 
the army ordered to remain in Macedonia until the fcttlement of the 
province fhould be completed. 

The Commiffioners, agreeably to their i n fir u Ci ions, fixed the li- 
mits of the feveral difiridh, and, probably to perpetuate the feparation 
of them, or to prevent any dangerous communication between their 
inhabitants, prohibited them to intermarry, or to hold any commerce 
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To iome other restrictions, which had more a tendency to weaken 
or to difmember this once powerful -monarchy, than to confer free- 
dom on the people, they joined an act of favour, in confiderably 
diminishing their former burdens, reducing their tribute to one half 
cf what they had ufually paid to their own kings; and, to facilitate or 
to fecure the reception of the republican form which was devifed for 
them, they ordered all the ancient nobles, and all the retainers of the 
late court, as being irreconcileable with the equality of citizens under 

republic, to depart from the kingdom, and to chufe places of re- 

fidence fcr themfelves in Italy. 

A like plan was followed with refpect to Illyricum, which was 
divided into three dinners ; and the kings both of Macedonia and of 
this country, with many other captives, were conducted to Rome to 
adorn the triumph of their conquerors. 

Perfeus is laid to have lived as a prifoner at Alba, about four years 
after he had been exhibited in this proceiTion. Alexander, one of his 
fens, hid an education calculated merely to procure him fubfiftence, 
and was afterwards, as a fcribe or a clerk, employed in fome of the 
public ofhees at Rome. 

While the event of the Macedonian war was yet undecided, and 
no considerable advantage, cither of conduct or fortune, appeared 
c-n the fide of the Romans, they ftill preferved the ufual arrogance 
of their manner, and interpofed with the fame imperious afcendant 
in the affairs of Greece, Ana, and Africa, that they could have done 
in confequence of the moft decifive victory. It was at this time 
that, by the celebrated meflage of Popilius Lrcnas, they put a flop to 

the cenquefts of Antiochus Epiphanes in Egypt. This prince, truft- 

ing to the full employment with which the Roman forces were en- 
gaged, had ventured to invade this kingdom, and was in poffeffion 
of ever;.- 71m cf it, except the city of Alexandria. He was occupied 
in the fiege of this place when Popilius arrived and delivered him 

an 
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an order of the Senate to defift. The king made anfwer, jThat he 
would confider of it. " Determine before you pafs this line," faid 
the Roman, tracing a circle with the rod which he held in his hand. 
This people, however, had occafion, during the dependance of the 

Macedonian war, to obferve that few of their allies were willing to 
fupport them in the extremes to which they feemed to be inclined. 
The Epirots had actually declared for the king of Macedonia. The 
Rhodians had offered their mediation to negotiate a peace, and 
threatened hoftility againft either of the parties who fhould refufe to 
accept of it. Even Eumcnes was fufpected of having entered into a 
fecret concert with Perfeus, although the fall of that prince prevented 

any open effects of their treaty. 

The Romans, neverthelefs, difguifed their refentment of thefe fe- 

veral provocations, until their principal enemy, the king of Macedonia, 
was fubdued ; after they had accomplished this end, they proceeded 
againft every other party, with a feverity which was then fuppofed 
to be permitted in the law of nations, and no more than propor- 
tioned to their fuppofed offence. They gave orders to Emilius, in 
pafling through Epirus, to lay that country under military exe- 
cution. Seventy towns were accordingly deftroyed, and an hundred 
and fifty thoufand of the people fold for Haves. 

The Senate refufed to admit the ambaffadors of Rhodes, who came 
to congratulate the Roman people on their victory at Pydna. They 
ftripped thofe iflanders of the provinces which had been granted to 
them on the continent by the late treaty with Antioch us, and ordered 
them to difcontinue fome duties levied from fhips in pafling through 
their found, which made a confiderable part of their revenue. 

While Eumenes was coming in perfon to pay his court to the 
Senate, they refolved to forbid the concourfe of kings to Rome. Their 
meaning, though exprefled in general terms, was evidently levelled 
at this prince ; and they ordered, that when he mould arrive at Brun- 

Vol. I. G g duiium, 
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dufium, their refolution fhould be Intimated to him, to prevent his. 
nearer approach. 

They in reality, from this time forward, though in the ftyle bf 
allies, treated the Grecian republics as fubjedts. 

Such was the rank which the Romans afTumed among nations ; 
while their ftatefmen ftill retained much of their primeval rufticity, 
and did net confider the diftindtions of fortune and equipage as the 
appurtenances of power or of high command. Cato, though a citizen 

of the higheft. rank, and veiled fucceflively with the dignities of 
Conful and of Cenibr, ufed to partake in the labour of his own 
Caves, and to feed with them from the fame dilh at their meals x7 . 
When he commanded the armies of the republic, the daily allow- 
ance of his houfehold was no more than three medimni, or about 
as many bufhels of wheat for his family, and half a medimnus, 

cr half a buihel of barley for his horfes* In furveying his pro- 
vince he ufually travelled on foot, attended by a fingle flave who 
carried his baegage ll . 

Thefe particulars are mentioned perhaps as peculiar to Cato ; but 
fuch fingularities in the manners of a perfon placed fo high among 
the people, carry fome general intimation of the fafhion of the 
times. 

A fpirit of equality yet reigned among the members of the com- 
monwealth, which rejected the diflincuons of fortune, and checked 
the admiration c- rrivate wealth. In all militarv donations the Centu- 
rion had no mere than double the allowance of a private foldier, and 
no xniiirarv rank was indelible. The Conful and commander in chief 
cf one vear ferved no: or.Iv in the ranks, but even as a Tribune or 

inferior o:7;cer in the next ; and the fame perfon who had difplaycd 

the genius and ability of the general, Hill valued himfelf on the 
courage and addreis of a legionarv foldier. 
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No one was raifed above the glory to be reaped from the exertion 
of mere perfonal courage and bodily ftrength. Peribns of the higheft 
condition fent or accepted a defiance to fight in fmgle combat, in pre- 
fence of the armies to which they belonged. Marcus Servilius, a 
perfon • of confular rank, in order to enhance the authority with 

which he fpoke when he pleaded for the triumph of Paul us Emilius, 

informed the People that he himfclf, full three and twenty times, had 
fought iingly with fo many champions of the enemy, and that in 
each of thefe encounters he had flain and ftripped his antagonift. A 
combat of the fame kind was afterwards fought by the younger Sci- 
pio, when ferving in Spain. 

The fumptuary laws of this age were fuited to the idea of citizens 
who were determined to contribute their utmofl: to the grandeur of 
the State ; but to forego the means of luxury or perfonal diftin&ioru 
Roman ladies were reftraincd, except in religious procemons, from. 

the ufe of carriages any where within the city, or at the diftance 
of lefs than a mile from its walls ; and yet the fpace over which they 
were to preferve their communications extended to a circuit of four- 
teen miles, and began to be fo much crowded with buildings or cot- 
tages, that, even before the reduction of Macedonia, it was become 
neeeffary to reftrain private perfons from encroaching on the ftreets, 
fquares, and other fpaces referved for public conveniency. In a 

place of this magnitude, and fo ftocked with inhabitants, the female 

fex was alfo forbid the ufe of variegated or party-coloured clothes, 

or of more than half an ounce of gold in the ornament of their 
perfons. This law being repealed, contrary to the fentiments of 
Cato, this citizen, when he came, in the capacity of Ccnfor, to take 
account of the equipages, clothes, and jewels of the women, taxed 
each of them tenfold for whatever was found in her wardrobe exceed- 
ing the value of one thoufand five hundred denarii, or about fifty 

pounds fterling ' 9 . 

™ hiv. lib. xxxiv. c. i — 6, 
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The attention of the legiflature was carried into the detail of entertain- 
ments or feafts. In one act the number of the guefls, and in a fubfe- 
quent one the expence of their meals, were limited. By the Lex Tri- 
bonia, enacted about twenty years after the reduction of Macedonia, 
a citizen was allowed, on certain high feftivals, to expend three hun- 
dred affes, or about twenty fhillings fterling ; on other feftivals of lefs 
note, one hundred affes, or about fix millings and eight pence ; but 
during the remainder of the year, no more than ten affes, or about 
eight pence ; and was not allowed to ferve up more than one fowh, 
and this wkh a provifo that it mould not be crammed or fatted 

Superftition made a principal article in the character of the people. 
It fubjected them continually to be occupied or alarmed with prodi- 
gies"]and ominous appearances, of which they endeavoured to avert 

the effects by rites and expiations, as itrange and irrational as the pre- 
fages on which they had grounded their fears. Great part of their 

time was accordingly taken up with proceflions and pablic fhews^ 

and much of their fubftance, even to the whole annual produce of 

their herds was occafionally expended in facrifices, or in the per- 
formance of public vows. The firft officers of State, in their func- 
tions of the priefthood, performed the part of the cook and the 
butcher; and, while the Senate was deliberating on queftions of 
great moment, examined the entrails of a victim, in order to know 
what the gods had determined. " You mult defift," faid the Conful 

Cornelius, entering the Senate with a countenance pale and marked 
with aftoniihment ; " I myfelf have vifited the boiler, and the head 

" of the liver is confumed 

According to the opinions entertained in thofe times, forcery was a: 
principal expedient employed by thofe who had fecret defigns on the 
life of their neighbour. It was fuppofed to make a part in the 

~ ?Hn. lib. x. c. 50^ 21 The Ver Sacrum was a general facrifice of all the young- 

cf their herds for a. whole year* 11 Liv.. lib. xli. c, 15, 

ftatutory 
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ftatutory crime of poifoning ; and the fame 5 imagination which ad- 
mitted the charge of forcery as credible, 'was, in particular inftances, 
when any perfon was accufed, eafily convinced of his guilt ; info- 
much that fome thoufands were at times convicted together of this 
imaginary crime 35 . 

The manners of the people of My were at times' fubjecl to ftrange 

I 

diforders, or the magiftrate gave credit to wild and improbable re 1 - 

ports. The ftory of the Bachanals, dated in the year of Rome five 

hundred and fixty-fix, or about twenty years before the conqueft df 

Macedonia, may be confidered as an in fiance of one or the other 2 **. 
A fociety, under the name of Bachanals, had been inftituted, on the 

fuggeftion of a Greek pretender to divination. The defire of being 
admitted into this fociety prevailed throughout Italy, and the feet be- 
came extremely numerous. As they commonly met in the nighr, 
they were faid at certain hours to extinguifh their lights, and to in- 
dulge themfelves in every practice of horror, rape, inceft, and mur- 
der; crimes under which no feci: or fraternity could poffibly fubfift, 
but which, in being imputed to numbers in this credulous age, gave 
occafion to a fevere inquifition, and proved fatal to many perfons at 
Rom e, and throughout Italy. 

The extreme fuperftition, however, of thofe times, in fome of 
its effects, vied with genuine religion ; and, by the regard it in- 
fpired, more efpecially for the obligation of oaths, became a prin- 
ciple of public order and of public duty, and in many inftances fuper- 
feded the ufe of penal or compulfory laws. 

When the citizen fwore that he would obey the call of the ma- 
giftrate to enlift in the legions ; when the foldier fwore that he would 
not defert his colours, difobey his commander, or fly from his enemy j 

M JLiv.. Jib.xxxix. c. 41. Ibid. c. 8. & fe^uen, 15 Venificium. 

when 
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when a citizen, at the call of the Cenfor, reported on oath : the 

# 

amount of his effects 9 the State, . in all thofe inftances, ; with jjerfecl: 

confidence relied on the good faith of her fubjefts, and was not 

•deceived. « 



In the period to which thefe obfervations refer, that is, in the fixth 
century of the Roman State, the firft; dawning of literature began 
to appear. It has been mentioned that a cuftom prevailed among 
the primitive Romans, as among other rude nations, at their feafts 
to fing or rehearfe heroic ballads which recorded their own dgeds or 
thofe of their anceftors This pracrice had been fome .time dis- 
continued, and the compofitions themfelves were loft. They were 
fucceeded by pretended monuments of hiftory equally fallacious, the 
orations which, having been pronounced at funerals, were j like titles 

- * ■ * * - r 

of honour, preferved in the archives of every noble houfe, but which 

* - ■ s 

were rather calculated to flatter the vanity of families, than to. record 



the truth 



-7 



The Romans owed the earlieft compilations of their hiftory to 
s ; and in their own firft attempts to relate their ftory employed 




the language of that people " . Narvius and Ennius, who were the 

■ 

firft that wrote in the Latin tongue, compofed their relations in verfe. 
Livius Andronicus, and afterwards Plautus and Terence, tranflated 

1 

the Greek fable, and exhibited in the ftreets of Rome, not the Ro- 
man, but Grecian manners. The two laft are faid to have been 

r 

perfons of mean condition ; the one to have fubfifted by turning a 

* * * * 

baker s mill, the other to have been a captive and a flave. Both of them 
had probably pofleffed theGreek tongue as a vulgar dialect, which was 
yet fpoken in many parts of Italy, and from this circumftance, became 
acquainted with the elegant compofitions of Philemon and Menander * 9 . 

*" Cic de Claris Oratoribus, c 19. " z * The people of Cnmai, about this time, 

" 7 fkid. p. 394. applied for leave to have their public affs, 

Dion. Hal. lib. i. p. 5. "1 for the time, expreffed in Latin. 

Their 
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« * 

Their comedies were acted in the flreets, without any feats or benches 
for the reception of an audience. But a nation fo little ftudious of 
ordinary conveniencies, and contented to borrow their literary models 
from neighbours, to whom, being mere imitators, they continued for 
ages inferior, were, however, in their political and military character, 
fuperior to all other nations whatever ; and j at. this date, had ex- U. C. 586 
tended a dominion, which originally confifted of a poor village on 
the Tiber, to more empire and territory than is now enjoyed by any 
kingdom or ftate of Europe- 
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CHAP. I. 

State, Manners \ and Policy of the Times,' ■ 'Repeated Complaints 

from Carthage. Hojl'de Difpoftion of the Romans. Reflation 

to remove Carthage from the Coqft. Me afire s taken for this 

Pnrpofe. Carthage befeged. — — Taken and defroyed. Revolt 

of the Macedonians. Their Kingdom reduced to the Form of a Ro- 

man Province. Fate of the Ach a an League. Operations in Spain* 

Conduct of Vmathus. State of NumanAa* Blockade of 

Numantia. Its Defrutlion. Revolt of the Slaves in Sicily. 

Leval EllabUfhments and Manners of the Citv. 




THE reduction of Macedonia was in many refpeds a remarkable CHAP, 
sera in the hiftory of Rome. Before this date Roman citi- 
zens had been treated as fubjecls, and permitted themfelves to be taxed. 
They were required at every cenfus to make a return of their effects 

Vol. I, H h upon 
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won oath, and, befides other ftated or occafional contributions to : 
the public, paid a certain rate on the whole value of their pro- 
perty. But upon this event they afTumed more entirely the character 

of fovereigns ; and, having a treafury replenifhcd with the fpoils of 
that kingdom, exempted themfelves from their former burdens. 

The accehlon of wealth, faid to have put -them in this condition, is 
variously reported. Livy quotes Valerius Antias as ftatingit zXmillics du- 
tv.v/. : :v 5 or about a million fterling ; Velleius Paterculus ftates it at double 
this lum, and Pliny at fomewhat more But the high eft of thefe 
computations icarcely appears adequate to the effect fuppcfed. It is 
more likely that the ordinary income of the treafury, confifting of 
the turns lb frequently depoiited at the triumphs of victorious leaders, 
the tributes received from Carthage and Syria, the rents of Campania, 
the tithes of Sicilv and Sardinia, with the addition of the revenue 
recently conftitirted in Macedonia, put the Romans at laft in condition 
to exempt themfelves from taxation ; an effect which no periming 
capital placed at once in their coffers could be fuppofed to produce.- 
The Roman treafury, when examined about ten years after this 
date, was found to contain, in bars of gold and filver, and in coin r 
not much more than half a million fterling = : a fum which, without 
a proper and regular iupply, mull have been foon exhaufted. 

From the concluficn of the war with Perfeus, the Romans, for 
twenty years, do not feem to have been engaged with any confider- 
able enemy ; and their numerous colonies, now difperfcd over Italy, 

from Aquileia to Rhegium, probably made great advances, during 

this period, in agriculture, commerce, and the other arts of peace^ 
Among their public works are mentioned, not only temples and for- 

1 Vc^einsj lib- c. 9. Fiin. lib. xxx-ii. in f:lver 22,070 -32. and in coin 620,854,000 
c 5. H. S. Arbuthnot of Ancient Coins. 
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jtifications, particulars in which men attain to magnificence even in c 
rude ages, but likewife aqueducts, market-places, pavements, high- 
ways, and other conveniences, the preludes or attendants of wealth 

and commerce. 

Cato, in pleading againft the repeated election of the fame perfon 
into the office of Conful, exclaimed againft the luxury of the times, 
and alleged, that fo many citizens could not fupport their extra va- 
gance by any other means than that of draining the provinces by 
virtue of their repeated appointments to command. " Obfervc," he 
faid, " their villas how curioufly built, how richly furnifhed with 
" ivory and precious wood. Their very floors are coloured or ftained 
" in the Punic fafhion V 

The Romans had formerly made laws to fix the age at which Lex- 
citizens might be chofen into the different offices of State \ And on 
the occafion on which Cato made this fpeech, they excluded the 
fame perfon from being repeatedly chofen. They likewife made 
thofe additions to former fumptuary laws which have been already 
mentioned. The Cenfus, or enrolment of the People, began to be 
made with more care than formerly ; even the Latin allies, though 
migrating to Rome, were excluded from the rolls 5 ; and the people 
generally muftered from three to four hundred thoufand men. 

While the Romans had no war to maintain with the more regular 
and formidable rivals of their power, they ftill employed their legions 
on the frontier of their provinces in Spain, Dalmatia, Liguria, and 

on the defcents of the Alps. They opened, for the firft time, an in- 
tercourfe with the Tranfalpine nations, in a treaty of alliance with 

3 Vid. Pompclum Feftum. mentions a law by which the Onfors were 

4 It appears that, by this law, being Quef- obliged to enrol every freeman that offered, 
tors at thirty-one, they might rife to the con- The Latins complained, that their town* 
fulate nt forty-three, were depopulated by emigrations to Rome. 

3 Plutarch, in the Life of Flamininus, Liv. lib. xli. c. 8. 

H h 2 the 
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the republic cf Marfeilles ; in confequence of which, they protefted 

that mercantile fettleinent from the attacks of fierce tribes, who in- 
fefted theni from the maritime extremities of the Alps and Appe- 
ninev. They were in general the umpires in the differences of na- 
tions, gave audience in all their complaints, interpofedwith their forces 
as well as authority, and diipofed of provinces and kingdoms at their 
pleafure. They kept a vigilant eye on the conduct and policy of all 

the different powers with whom they were at any time likely to be 
embroiled, and generally conducted their tranfaclions with inde- 
pendent nations as they adjufted the firft fertlement of their own ac- 
quiiitions, by commhTion and deputations fent from the Senate to 
decide, with the leaf! polfible delay, cn fuch matters as might arife in 
the place to which their deliberations referred. 

The number of commuTioners employed in thefe fervices, for the 
moft part, was ten. Thefe took informations, formed plans, and 
made their reports for the final decifion of the Senate, and, by the 
frequency cf thefe appointments, it appears that the members of the 
Senate, in rotation, had an opportunity of becoming acquainted with 

that world which they were deftined to govern. 

The Senate itlelf, though, from its numbers and the emulation of its 
members, Hkely to embarrafs aflairs by debate, delay, and the ram 
publication of all its deiigns, in reality polfelfed all the advantages of 
deciiion, fecrecy, and difpatch,. that could be obtained in the moft feletf; 
executive council. This numerous affembly of Roman ftatefmen ap- 
pear to have maintained, during a long period, one feries of confiftent 
and uniform defign : and kept their intentions fo fecret, that their re- 
factions, fcr the mcft part, were known only by the execution. The 
king of Pergamus made a journey to Rome, in order to excite the Ro- 
mans to a war with his rival, the king of Macedonia. He preferred his 

complaints In the Senate, and prevailed on this body to refolve on 

the 
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the war ; but no part of the tranfaction was public till after the king 
of Macedonia was a prifoner at Rome 6 . 

During the prefent refpite from any confiderable war, the Ro- 
mans balanced th z kingdoms of Pergamus, Bithynia, and Cappadocia 
againft each other, in fuch a manner as to be able, at pleafure, to 

opprefs any of thofe powers that mould become refractory or formi- 
dable to their intereft. 

They made the kingdom of Syria devolve on a minor, the fon of 
Antiochus ; and, under the pretence of this minority, fent a com- 
miflion to take charge of the kingdom. But their com miffi oners 

were, with the connivance of the court, aflaulted in a riot at An- 
tioch ; fome of them were killed, and others forced to fly from the 
country. 

Demetrius, the fon of Seleucus, who ought to have fucceeded to 
his father in the monarchy of Syria, being, at the death of that 
prince, an hoftage at Rome, had been fupplanted by his younger 
brother, the father of that minor prince who was now acknowledged 
by the Romans. 

Upon the infult that had been thus offered to the Roman com- 
miflion at Antioch, Demetrius thought it a favourable opportunity to 
urge his claim, and to prevail on the Senate to reftore him to the 
fucceffion of his father's crown : but thefe crafty ufurpers, notwith- 
ftanding the offence they had received from thofe who were in po£- 
feflion of the monarchy, preferred the advantages which they had 
over a minor king, to the precarious affection or gratitude of an 

active fpirited prince, educated at Rome, and taught by their own ex- 
ample to know his intereft ; and they accordingly denied his requeft. 

Demetrius, however, made his efcape from Rome, and, by the 
death of the minor and his tutor, got unrivalled pofTeffion of the 

* Valer. Maxim. lib. ii. c. 2. 
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kingdom of Syria- To pay his court to the Romans, as one of the 
iirft acis of his reign, he icni the murderer of their late commiflioner, 
Octavius, in chains, to be puniihed at their difcretion. But the Se- 
nate difdained to wreck their public wrongs on a private criminal ; 
or, having came of complaint againft the nation itfelf, were not to 

be fatisfied with the punithment of a fingle perfon. They fufFered 
the prilbner, a? beneath their attention, to depart. 

As patrons of the kingdom of Egypt, they promoted the divifion 
of that country between the two brothers, who were then joined in the 
fcvereignty, and rivals for the fcle pofieflion of the throne \ 

During the dependence of thefe tranfaclions, the Senate had re- 
peated complaints from Africa, which ended in a war that proved 
fatal at laft to the antient rivals of their power. In the conduct of 

this war, being now lefs dependent than formerly on the opinion of 
the world, they, contrary to their ufual pretentions to national gene- 
rofity and liberality, facrificed, without referve, entire nations to the 
ambition, or to the mcaneft jealoufy, of their own republic 8 . 

Hie province of Emporia:, a diftricr. lying on the coaft, and the 
richeft part of the Carthaginian territory, had been violently feized 
i>y Gala king of Xumidia, and father of MaffinifTa. It had been 

again reftored by Syphax, when he fupplanted the family of Gala on 

the throne of that kingdom but now again ufurped by Maflinifla on 

recovering the crown by the power of the Romans, to whole favour 

he milled ; and the Carthaginians, precluded by the late treaty from 
making war on any ally of the Romans, had reccurfe to complaints 

and reprefentations, which they made at Rome, both before and after 

the reduction of Macedonia. The Roman Senate had, for five and 
twenty years, eluded thefe complaints, and, during this time, was in 
the practice of fending commiiiioners into Africa, under pretence of 
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Rearing the parties in this important difpute, but with inftru&ions or 
difpofitions to favour Maffinifla, and to obfen r e, with a jealous eye, 

the condition and the movements of their antient rival 9 . 
« 

The Carthaginians, yet pofiefled of ample refources, and, if wealth 
or magnificence could conftitute ftrength, ftill a powerful nation ; 

being weary of repeated applications, to which they could obtain no 
fatisfying anfwer, took their refolution to arm, and to aflert by force 
their claim to the territory in queftion. 

They were met in the field by the army of Maflinifla, com- 
manded by himfelf, though now about ninety years of age, and 
were defeated 9 . 

This unfortunate event difappomted their hopes, and expofed them 
to the refentment of the Romans, who confidered the attempt they had 

made to do themfelves juftice, as a contravention of the late treaty, 
and a departure from the articles of peace between the two nations. 

The expediency of a war with Carthage had been for fome time 
a fubject of debate in the Roman Senate. Deputies had been fent 
into Africa, to procure the information that was neceflary to deter- 
mine this queftion. Among thefe Cato, being {truck with the great- 
nefs, wealth, and populoufnels of that republic, and with the amazing 
fertility of its territory, when he made his report in the Senate, car- 
ried in his lap a parcel of figs which he had brought from thence.- 
" Thcfc," he laid, " are the produce of a land that is but three days 
" fail from Rome. Judge what Italy may have to fear from a 
" country whofe produce is fo much fuperior to its own. That 

" country is now in arms ; the fword is drawn againft Maffinifla ; 

" but when thru ft in his fide, will penetrate to you. Your boafted- 
<; victories have not fubducd the Carthaginians, but given them ex- 
u perience, taught them caution, and inftrutlcd them how to dif- 

5 Polyb. Excerpts Legaciones, c. 118, to Ltv. Epitome, lib, xlviii, Appian.de 
Iiiv. lib. xl. c 17, Eell. Punic, p. 38, 
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" guiie, under the femblance of peace, a war which you will find 

" marfhalled againft you in their docks and in their arfenals." This, 
and every other fpeech on this fubjecl:, Cato concluded with his famous 
faying ; " That Carthage uhould be deftroyed 

Scipio Nafica, another fpeaker in this debate, contended for peace. 
He reprefented the forces of Carthage as not fufficient to alarm the 
Romans ; or, if really greater than there was any reafon to fuppofe 
them, no more than were requifite to exerciie the virtues of a people 
already, for want of proper exertion, begun to fufFer fome abatement 
in their vigilance, discipline, and valour. 

In this diverfity of opinions, it appeared foon after, that the Se- 
nate took a middle courfe, refolved not to deftroy, but to remove 
the inhabitants of Carthage to a new Situation, at leaft ten miles from 
the lea l \ 

The Carthaginians, after their late unfortunate adventure with 
MailinuTa, were willing to preferve their effects, and to purchafe tran- 
quillity by the loweft conceffions. But as the meafure now propofed 
by the Roman Senate amounted to a deprivation of all that pro- 
perty which is vefted in houfes or public edifices, and an entire fup- 

prefEon of all thofe local means of fubfiflence which could not be 
eafily transferred, it was not fuppofed that their confent could be eafily 

obtained, and it was accordingly refolved to keep the defign a fecret, 

until efFedhial means were prepared for its execution. 

The confuls, without any declaration of war, were inftructed to 
arm, and to pafs with their forces into Sicily. As their arrival on 
that ifland, which was then in a ftate of profound peace, evidently 
implied a defign upon Africa, the people of Utica, that they might 

have the merit of an early declaration in favour of the Romans, 

" Delecia eft Carthago. Jib. iv. c. 22. Velleius, lib. \. c. 12. Polyb. 

l ~~ Appkn ia Fanicis. Plutarch in Vit. Exctrpts Le^ationes, N° 142. 
Csioci*. Zonaras, lib. ix. c. zS. Orof. 
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fent a deputation to make them a tender of their port and town, as a C 

harbour and place of arms for the accommodation of their forces. 
The Carthaginians were diffracted with oppofite counfels. They laid 
the blame of the war with Maflinifla. on Hafdrubal and his abettors, 

whom they ordered into exile ; but, without coming to any other 
refolutions, fent a deputation, with full powers to conclude as 

circumftances might feem to require, and agree to whatever they 
fhould find moft expedient for the commonwealth. Thefe deputies, 
on their arrival at Rome, finding no difpofition in the Senate to treat 

with them upon equal terms, refolved to arreft, by the moft implicit 
fubmiflion, the fword that was lifted up againft their country. They 
accordingly confeifed the imprudence of their late conduct, and 

implored forgivenefs. They quoted the fentence of banifliment 
patted upon Hafdrubal and his party, as an evidence of their con- 
trition for the hoftilities lately offered to Maflinifla ; and they made a 
formal furrender of their city and its territory to. be difpofed of at 
the pleafure of the Romans. 

In return to this aft of fubmiflion, they were told, that the Ro- 
mans approved their behaviour, and meant to leave them in pofleflion 
of their freedom, their laws, their territory, and of all their effects, 
whether private or public : but, as a pledge of their compliance with 

the meafures that might be necefTary to prevent the return of former 

dilputes, they demanded three hundred hoftages, the children of 
Senators, and of the firft families in Carthage. This demand being 
reported in the city gave a general alarm ; but the authors of thefe 
counfels were too far advanced to recede. They tore from the arms 
of their parents the children of the firft families in the common- 
wealth ; and, amidft the cries of affliction and defpair, embarked 

thofe hoftages for Sicily. Upon this ifland they were delivered 
over to the Roman Confuls, and were by them fent forward to 
Rome. 

Vol. I. I i The 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



The commanders of the Roman armament, without explaining them- 
felves any further, continued their voyage, and, by their appearance 
on the coafl of Africa, gave a freih alarm at Carthage. Deputies 
from the unfortunate inhabitants of that place went to receive them 
at Utica, and were told, that they muft deliver up all their arms, 
fhips, engines of war, naval and military {lores. Even thefe alarm- 
ing commands they received as the ftrokes of fate, which could not 
be avoided. " We do not mean," faid one of the deputies, " to 

u difpute your commands ; but we entreat you to confider, to what 

w a helplefs ftate you are about to reduce an unfortunate people, who, 

w by this hard condition, will be rendered unable to preferve peace 

" among their own citizens at home, or to defend themfelves againft 

" the meaneft invader from abroad. We have baniihed Hafdrubal 

" in order to receive you : we have declared him an enemy to his 
44 country, that you might be our friends : but when we are dif- 

* armed, who can prevent this exile from returning to occupy the 
" city of Carthage againft you r With twenty thoufand men that fol- 

" low him, if he comes into the direction of our government, he will 
u fcon oblige us to make war on you *V In anfwer to this piteous 
expoftulation, the Roman generals undertook the protection of Car- 
thage, and ordered commiffaries to receive the feveral articles that 
were to be delivered up, and to fee the arfenals and the docks de- 
ftroyed. 

It is reported, that there were delivered up to thefe commifTaries 
forty thoufand fuits of armour, twenty thoufand katapultae, or large 
engines of war, with a plentiful ftore of darts, arrows, and other 
miiiiles. 

So far the Romans proceeded with caution, well knowing the 
veneration which mankind entertain for the feats and tombs 

11 Polyb. Excerpt. Legat. c. 142. 
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of their anceftors, with the fhrines and confecrated temples of their c 11 " 
gods ; and dreading the effects of defpair, as foon as the Carthagi- 
nians fhould perceive how much they were to he afTe&ed in their 
private and public property. But now, thinking their object fecure, 
they proceeded to declare their intentions. The Conful called the 
Carthaginian deputies into his prcfence, and beginning with an ex- 
hortation, that they fhould bear with equanimity what the neceflity 
of their fortune impofed, intimated, as the definitive reiblution of the 
Roman Senate, that the people of Carthage mould relinquifh their pre- 
fent fituation, and build on any other part of their territory, not lefs 
than eighty ftadia, or about ten miles, removed from the fea. The 
amazement and forrow with which thefe orders were received, 
juftificd the precautions which the Romans had taken to fecure the 
execution of them. The deputies threw themfelves upon the ground, 
and endeavoured, from motives of pity, or of reafon, to obtain a re- 
vocation of this cruel and arbitrary decree. They pleaded the merit 
of their implicit fubmiflion, their weakneis, their inability any longer 

to alarm the jealoufy of Rome, circumvented, difarmed, bound to 
their duty by hoftages the moft precious blood of their common- 
wealth. They pleaded the faith which was plighted by the Romans, 
the hopes of protection they had given, and the reputation they had 
juftly acquired, not only for national jufiice, but for clemenpy and 

generofity to all who fued for mercy. They pleaded the refpecl: 
which all nations owed to the fhrines and the confecrated temples 
of their gods ; the deplorable ftate into which numbers of their 
people muft be reduced, expelled from their habitations and im- 
moveable pofTeflionSj the principal articles of their property, and the 
hopelefs condition of others, who, inured to fubfift by the advantages 
of a maritime fituation, were entirely difqualified to fupport them- 
felves or their children at a diftance from the fea. 

I i 2 The 
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The Roman Conful replied by repeating the exprefs orders of the 

Senate, and bid the Carthaginians remember, that ftates were com- 
pofed of men, not of ramparts and walls. That the Roman Senate 
had promiied to fpare and protect the republic of Carthage ; and that 

they had fulfilled this engagement by leaving the people in pofTeflion 

of their freedom and their laws. That the facred places mould re- 
main untouched, and that the fhrines of the gods would ftill be with- 

in the reach of their pious vifits. That the diftance to which it was 
propofed to remove Carthage from the fea was not fo great as the 

diftance at which Rome herfelf was fituated from it ; and that the 
Romans had taken their refolution, that the people of Carthage fhouki 

no longer have under their immediate view that element which 

opened a way to their ambition, had tempted them firft. into Sicily, 
afterwards into Spain, and laft of all into Italy, and to the gates of 
Rome ; and which would never ceafe to fuggeft projects dangerous 

to themfelvef, and inconfiflent with the peace of mankind. iC We 
M go then," faid the deputies of Carthage, u to certain death, which 

" we have merited by having perfuaded our fellow-citizens to refign 

" themfelves into the hands of the Romans. But if you mean to 

" have your commands obeyed, you mult be ready to enforce them ; 

and by this means you may fave an unfortunate people from ex- 

pofmg themfelves, by any acl of defpair, to worfe fufFerings than 

" they have yet endured." 

The deputies accordingly, being followed at a diftance by twenty 

galleys of the Roman fleet, fet fail for Carthage. They were received 
on the ftiore by multitudes, who crowded to hear the refult of their 
negotiations ; but the filence they preferved, under pretence that it 
was neceftary to make their report firft to the Senate, fpread a general 
dilmay. In the Senate their menage was received with cries of 
defpair, which foon conveyed to the people in the ftreets a know- 
ledge of the conditions impofed upon them. And this nation, who, 

about 
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about forty years before, had contented to betray their principal citi- 
zen into the hands of their enemy, and who had lately reiigned all 
the honours and pretenfions of a free Mate, now kindled into rage at 
the thoughts of being obliged to forego fo great a part of their 
wealth, and to remove their habitations. They burft into the 
place where the Senate was alfembled, and laid violent hands 
on all the members who had advifed or borne any part in the late 
degrading fubmiflions, or who had contributed to bring the ftate 
into its prefent helplefs condition. They took vengeance, as is com- 
mon with a corrupted populace, on others, for faults in which they 
themfelves had freely concurred - } and, as awake to new fentiments of 
honour, they reviled the fpirit of their own commonwealth, ever 
ready to barter national character for profit, to purchafe fafety with 
fhameful conceflions, and to remove a prefent danger, by giving 
up what is the only fecurity of nations againft any danger, the repu- 
tation of their vigour, and the honour of their arms. 

While the multitude indulged themfelves in every fpecies of riot, 
a few had the precaution to jfhut the gates, to ftretch the chain which 
prote&ed the entrance of the harbour, and to make a collection of 
itones on the battlements, thefe being the only weapons they had 
left to repel the firft attacks of the Romans. The remains of the 
Senate too, without reflecting on the defperate ftate of their affairs, 

refolved on war. Defpair and frenzy fucceeded in every breaft to 
dejection and meannefs. 

AfTemblies were called to reverfe the fentence of banifhment lately 
pronounced againft Hafdrubal, and againft the troops under his 
command. Thefe exiles were entreated to haften their return for the 
defence of a city bereft of arms, mips, military and naval ftores. The 
people, in the mean time, with an ardor which reafon, and the hopes 
of fuccefs during the profperity of the republic could not have in- 
fpired, endeavoured to replace the arms and the ftores which they 

3 had 
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BOOK. h a{ j f 0 ihamefiillv furrendered. They demolifhed their houfes 
II. - J 

- — k j to fuppiy the docks with timber. They opened the temples and 

other public buildings to accommodate the workmen ; and, without 
<li (Unction of fex, condition, or age, became labourers in the public 
works, collected materials, furniihed proviiions, or bore a part in 
any labour that was thought neceflary to put the city in a flate 
of defence. They iupplied the founders and the armourers with 
the brafs and iron of their domeftic u tenuis ; or, where thefe metals 
were deficient, brought what they could furnifh of filvcr and gold. 
They joined, with the other materials which were ufed in the 
roperies, their hair to be {pun into cordage for the Hupping, and 
into braces for their engines of war. 

* 

The Roman Confuls, apprifed of what was in agitation, willing 
to await the returns of reafon, and to let thefe firft ebullitions of 
frenzy fubfide, for fome days made no attempts on the city. But, 
hearing of the approach of Hafdrubal, they thought it neceflary to 
endeavour, before his arrival, to pofTefs themfelves of the gates. Having 
in vain attempted to fcale the walls, they were obliged to undergo 
the labours of a regular fiege ; and though they made a breach, 
were repulfed in attempting to force the city by ftorm. 

Hafdrubal had taken poft on the creek which feparated the pe- 
ninfula of Carthage from the continent, maintained his communica- 
tion by water, and fupplied the inhabitants with provifions and 

arms. The Romans, feeing that they could not reduce the city 
while Hafdrubal retained this poft, endeavoured to diflodge him, 
but were defeated, and obliged to raife the fiege. They had already 

fpent two years in this enterprize, changed their commanders twice, 
but without advancing their fortunes. They began to incur the dif- 
credit of having formed againft a neighbouring commonwealth an 
invidious defign which they could not accomplifh. Enemies in every 
quarter, in Greece, Macedonia, and Spain, were encouraged to de- 

2 clare 
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dare againft them ; and even MaflinifTa, unwilling to ice their power 
fubftituted for that of Carthage, and jealous of the avidity with which 
they endeavoured to become matters in Africa, and to fnatch from 
his hands a prey in which he thought himfelf intitled to ihare, 
withdrew his forces, and left them fingiy to contend with the dif- 
culties in which they began to be involved. 

But the Romans were animated by thofe mortifications ^vhich are apt 
to difcourage other nations. They imputed the mifcarriage of their 
troops to the mifconducT: of their generals ; and they clamoured for 

a better choice. Scipio, by birth the ion of Emilius Paullus, and 
by adoption the grand ion of Scipio Africanus, having diftinguifhed 
himfelf in Spain and in Africa, and being then arrived from the army 
to folicit the office of Edile, was thought worthy of the fupreme 
command ; but being about ten years under the legal age, the law 

was fufpended in his favour, and his appointment to the province of 
Africa, in preference to his colleague, was declared without the ufual 
method of caftine lots. 

The Carthaginians were now reinftated in their confideration, and 

in their rank among nations, and had negociations with the neigh- 
bouring powers of Mauritania and Numidia, whole aid they fo- 
liated with alarming reflections on the boundlefs ambition, and in- 
vidious policy of the Romans. They even conveyed afiiirances of 
fupport to the Achseans, to the pretended Philip, an impoftor, who,, 
about this time, laid claim to the throne of Macedonia ; and they en- 
couraged with hopes of affiftance the fubjects of that kingdom, who were* 
at this time in arms to recover the independence of their monarchy. 
The mere change of the commander, and better difeipline in the 
Roman army, however, foon altered the Irate and profpedts of the 
war* The firft object of Scipio was to cut off the communications of 
the Carthaginians with the country, and to intercept their fupply 

of provifions and other articles neceffary to withftand a fiege.. 

Carthage: 
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Carthage was fituated at the bottom of a fpacious bay, covered on. 
the weft by the promontory of Apollo, on the eaft by that of Hermes, 
or Mercury, at the diftance of about fifteen leagues from each other. 
The city ftood on a peninfula joined to the main land by an ifthmus 

about three miles in breadth, and covering a bafon or harbour, in 

which their docks and their fhipping were fecured from ftorms and 

hoftiie attacks. The Byrfa, or citadel, commanded the ifthmus, and 

prefented at this only entrance to the town by land, a wall thirty 

feet thick and fixty feet high. The whole circumference of the 
place was above twenty miles ,5 . 

Thebefiegers, by their (hipping, had accefsto that fide of the town 
on which the walls were walhed by the fea ; but were fhut out from 
the harbour by a chain which was ftretched acrofs the entrance* 

# 

Hafdrubal had taken poll on the bafon over againft the town, 
and by thefe means ftill preferved the communication of the city 
with the country. Scipio, to diilodge him from this poft, made a 
feint at a diftant part of the fortifications to fcale the walls, actually 
gained the battlement?, and gave an alarm which obliged the Cartha- 
ginian general to throw hlmfelf into the city. Scipio, fatisfted with 
having obtained this end, took poffeffion of the poft which the other 
had abandoned ; and being now mafter of the ifthmus, and the whole 
continental fide of the harbour, advanced to the walls of the Byrfa. 
In his camp he covered himfelf as ufual with double lines ; one facing 
the fortifications of the enemy, confifting of a curtain twelve feet 

high, with towers at proper intervals, of which one in the centre 
was high enough to overlook the ramparts, and to afford a view of 
the enemy's works. The other line fecured his rear from furprize 
on the fide of the country ; and both effectually guarded the ifthmus, 
and obftructed all accefs to the town by land. 



Orofia;, lib. iv. c. 22. Liv. Epitome, lib. li. 
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The befieged, however, ftill received fome fupply of provifions 
by fea ; their victuallers took the benefit of every wind that blew 
frefh and right into the harbour, to pafs through the enemy's fleet, 
who durft not unmoor to purfue them ; and Scipio, to cut off this 
refoufce, projected a mole from the main land to the point of the 
peninfula acrofs the entrance of the harbour. He began to throw 
in his materials on a foundation of ninety feet, with an intention to 
contract the mound as it rofe to twenty-four feet at the top. The 
work, when firft obfervcd from Carthage, was confidered as a vain 

undertaking ; but when it appeared to advance with a fenfible pro- 
, gave a ferious alarm. 

The Carthaginians, to provide againft the evils which they began 

to forefee from this obftruction at the entrance of their harbour, un- 
dertook a work more difficult, and more vafl: than even that of the 
befiegers, to cut acrofs the peninfula within their walls, and to open 
a new paflage to the fea ; and this they had actually accomplished 

by the time that the other paflage was fhut. Notwithstanding the late 
furrender of all their Shipping and ftores, they had at the lame time, 
by incredible efforts, aflemblcd or constructed a navy of fixty gallies. 
With this force they were ready to appear in the bay, while the 
Roman Jhips lay unmanned and unrigged, fecure againfl any danger 

from an enemy whom they fuppofed fhut up by impenetrable bars; 
and in thefe circumftances, if they had availed themfelves of the fur- 
prize with which they might have attacked their enemy, muft have 

done great execution on the Roman fleet. But having fpent no lefs 

than two days in clearing their new paflage after it was known to 

be open, and in preparing for action, they gave the enemy like? 

wife full time to prepare. On the third they engaged, fought the 
whole day without gaining any advantage ; and, in their retreat at 

i 

night, fuffered greatly from the enemy, who prefled on their rear. 

Vol, L Kk While 




THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



While the befiegers endeavoured to obftrucl: this new communica-- 
tion with the fea, the befieged made a defperate attempt on their 
•works by land. A numerous body of men, devoting their lives for 
the defence of their country, without any arms, and provided only 
with matches, croiTed the harbour, and, expofing themfelves to cer- 
tain death, fet fire to the engines and towers of the befiegers ; and, 
while they were furrounded and put to the fword, . willingly perifhed 

in the execution of their purpofe. 

In fuch operations the fummer elapfed ; and Scipio, with the lofs 

of his engines, and a renewal of all the difficulties which he had 
formerly to encounter at fea, contenting himfelf with a blockade for 
the winter, difcontinued the fiege. 

His command being prolonged for another year, he refumed his 
attack in the fpring ; and, finding the place greatly reduced by der 

fpair and famine, he forced his w-ay by one of the docks, where he 
obferved that the battlements were low and unguarded.. His arrival 
in the ftreets did not put him in. pofleffion of the town.. The 
inhabitants, during fix days, difputed every houfe and- every- 

paffage, and fucceffiveiy fet fire to the buildings whenever they 
were obliged to abandon them. Above fifty thoufand perfons 
of different fexes, who had taken refuge in the citadel, at laft ac* 
cepted of quarter, and were led - captive .from thence in two feparate 
divilions> one of twenty-five thonfand women, and another of thirty 

thcufand men. 

Nine hundred deferters, who had left the Roman army during 
the fiege, having been refufed the quarter which was granted to the 
others, took poft in a temple which flood on an eminence, with a 

refolution to die with fwords in their hands, and with the greateft 
efTufion of blood to their enemies. To thefe Hafdrubal, followed 

by his wife and his children, joined himfelf ; but not having the 

courage 
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courage to periift in the fame purpofe with thefe deferters, he left the 
temple, and accepted of quarter. His wife, in the mean time, with 
more ferocity or magnanimity than her hufband, laid violent hands 
on her children, and, together with their dead bodies, threw herfelf 
into the flame of a burning ruin. The deferters too, impatient of the 

dreadful expectations which they felt, in order to haften their own 
fate, fet fire to the temple in which they had fought a temporary 
cover, and periftied in the flames. 

The city continued to burn during feventeen days ; and all this 

time the foldiers were allowed to feize whatever they could fave 
from the flames, or wreft from the hands of the dying inhabitants, 
who were ftill dangerous to thofe who approached them. Scipio, in 
beholding this melancholy fcene, is faid to have repeated from Ho- 
mer two lines containing a prophecy of the fall of Troy, " To 

" whom do you now apply this prediction?" faid Polybius, who 
happened to be near him ; " To my own country," he faid, " for 
" her too I dread in her turn the reveries of human fate "." 

Scipio's letter to the Senate is faid to have contained no more than 
thefe words : " Carthage is taken. The army waits for your further 
" orders." The tidings were received at Rome with uncommon demon- 
ftrations of joy. The victors, recollecting all the paflages of their former 

wars, the alarms that had been given by Hannibal, and the irrecon- 
cileable antipathy of the two nations, gave orders to raze the fortifi- 
cations of Carthage, and even to deftroy the materials of which they 

were built. . 

A commiflion was granted by the Senate to ten of its members to 
take pofleflion of territories which were thus deprived of their fove- 
ireign, to model the form of this new. province, and to prepare it for 
the reception of a Roman governor. And thus Carthage, the only 



* 7 For the hiftory of the deAruflion of Carthage, fee the authors above citeJ, p. 240. 
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inftance in which the human genius ever appeared greatly diftirr- 
guifhed in Africa; the model of magnificence, the repofitory of 

wealth, and one of the principal ftates of the antient world, was 

no more. The Romans, incited by national animofity, and an exceft 

of jealoufy, formed a delign more cruel towards their rival than at 

firft view it appeared to be, and in the execution of it became actors 
in a icene of horror far beyond their original intention. By the milder 
law and practice of modern nations, we are happily exempted from 
the danger of ever feeing fuch horrid examples repeated, at lead in. 

any part of the vreftern world. 

While the event of this mighty fiege was flill in dependence, the 
Romans had other wars to maintain on the fide of Macedonia and 
Greece, where the natural progrefs of their policy, fuited to the 
tneafures which they had taken with other nations, now ended in 
the open and avowed ufurpation of a fovereignty which they had long 
difguiied under the ipecious titles of alliance and protection. 

Macedonia being ill fitted to retain the republican form into which 
it had been cart, by the Romans, after fbme years of diffraction, and 
an attempt at Iaft in favour of a pretended fon of the late king, to 
recover its independence and its monarchy, underwent a fecond 
eonqueft. 

Andriicus, an African of uncertain extraction, being obferved to 

refemble the royal family of Macedonia, had the courage, under the 
name of Philip, to perionate a fon of that unfortunate monarch, and 
to make pretenfions to the crown. With, this object in view he went 

into Syria to folicit the aid of Demetrius, but was, by this prince,, 
taken into cuftody, and tranfported in chains to Rome. The Ro- 
mans paid little regard to fo contemptible an enemy, and even allowed 
him to efcape. After this adventure, the fame impoftor appeared a 
fecond time in Macedonia, and, with better fortune than he had in 
the firft attempt, drew to his ftandard many natives of that country 

and 
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and of Thrace. In his firft encounter he even defeated Juventius 

the Roman Prastor, and was acknowledged king ; but foon after fell 
a prey to Metellus, and furnifhed the Romans with an obvious pre- 
tence for reducing the kingdom of Macedonia to the ordinary form 
of a province. 

The ftates of the Achsean league, at the fame time, being already 
on the decline, haftened, by the temerity and diffraction of their own 
councils, the career of their fortunes to the fame termination. 

The Romans, even while they fuffered this famous republic to 

retain the fhew of its independence, had treated its members in many 
particulars as fubje&s. At the clofe of the war with Perfeus, they 
had cited to appear at Rome, or taken into cuftody as criminals of 
ftate, many citizens of Achaia, who had, in that conteft, appeared 
to be difaffected to the Roman caufe. Of thefe they had detained 
about a thoufand in different prifons of Italy,, until, after a period 
of feventeen- years, about three hundred of them, who furvived their 
confinement, were fet at liberty, as having already fuffered enough ; 
or as being no longer in condition to give any umbrage to Rome 17 . 
Polybius being of this number acquired, during his flay in Italy,, 
that knowledge of Roman affairs which appears fo confpicuous in the- 
remains of his hiftory. When at liberty, he attached himfelf to 

Scipio, the fon of Emilius, and being well verfed in the active fcenes> 
which had recently paft in his own country, and being entirely oc- 
cupied with reflections on matters of ftate and of war, no doubt con- 
tributed by his inftrudtions in preparing this young man for. the emi- 
nent fervices which he afterwards performed- 

The Romans, while they detained fo many Greek prifbners in* 
Italy, in a great meafure affumed the adminiftration of affairs in 
Greece, difpofed of every diftindlion r whether of fortune or power* 

17 Paufanias in Achaitis*. 

1 
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and confined thefe advantages to the advocates of -their own cattle, and 
lo the tools of their own ambition They received appeals from 
the judgments of the Achaean council, and encouraged its members, 
contrarv to the exprefe conditions of their league, to fend feparate 
emh lilies to Rome. The fteps which followed are but imperfectly 
marked in the fragments of luftory which relate to this period. It 

appears that the Spartans, having been forced into the Achsean con- 
federacy, continued refractory in moft of its councils. By fome of 

thek complaints at Rome, they obtained a deputation, as ufual, from 
$he Senate to hear parties on the fpot, and to adjuft their differences. 
The Achaean council, incenled at this infult which was offered to 
their authority, without waiting the arrival of the Roman deputies, 
proceeded to enforce their own decrees againft the republic of Sparta, 

marched an army into Laconia, and defeated with fome llaughrer, at 
the gates of Lacedemon, the inhabitants of that city who ventured to 

oppofe them. The Roman commiflioners arriving after thefe hofti- 
lities had commenced, fummoncd the parties to aflemble at Co- 
rinth, and, in name of the Senate, gave fentence, that Lacede- 
mon, Corinth, Argos, Heraclea, and Orchomenos, not having been 
original members of the Achsean confederacy, mould now be dis- 
joined from it ; and that all the cities which had been refcued from 

the dominion of Philip, Ihould be left in full poffeflion of their free- 
dom and indepejidency. 

Multitudes from all the different flat es of the league being on this 

.cccafion affembled at Corinth, a great riot enfued. The Roman 
deputies were infulted and obliged to leave the place ; and in thic 
manner commenced a war in which the Romans, becaufe they hoped 
to eftablifh their fovereignty in Greece without any convulfion, and 

had full employment for their forces in Africa, Spain, and Mace-- 



18 Polyb. Excerpt. Legat. c. log. 
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donia, engaged with great reluctance. They renewed their commiP- 

fion, and named other deputies to terminate the difputes in Achaia ; 

but the ftates of the Achaean league, imputing their conduct in this 

particular to fear, and to the ill ftate of their affairs in Africa, while 
Carthage was likely to repel their attack, thought that they* had found 

an opportunity to exclude for ever from their councils* the over- 
bearing influence of this arrogant nation ,9 - They were, encouraged 
with hopes of fupport from Thebes, Eubcea, and other diftricts of 

Greece, where the people were averfe to the dominion of the Ro- 
mans ; and they therefore affembled an army to aflert their common 
rights, and to enforce their, authority over the feveral members of 

their own confederacy.. 

Unfortunately for their caufe, Metellus had then prevailed in Ma- 
cedonia, and was at leifure to turn his forces againft them. He ac- 
cordingly moved towards the Peloponnems, ftill giving the Achasans 

an option to avert the calamities of war, by fubmitting to the man- 
dates of the Roman Senate... Tliefe, hefaid, were no more, than that 

they mould defift from- their pretenfions on Sparta, and the other 
cantons who applied for the protection of. Rome. 

But the Achxarrs thought it fafer to refift, than to be difarmed 

under thefe ftale pretences 5 they took, the field, pa fled through the 
ifthmus of Corinth, and, being joined by the Thebans, marched to 
Thermopylae with a. view to defend this entry into Greece. In this, 

however, they were difappointed, being either prevented from feizing 
the pafs, or driven from thence by Metellus. They were afterwards 
intercepted in their retreat through Phocis, where they loft their 
leader Critolaus, with a great part of. his army ". Dia?us, who fuc-- 

ceeded him as head of the confederacy, aflembled a new force, con- 
fining of fourteen thoufand foot and fix thoufand horfe, took poft on • 



'•vPoIyb. Excerpt. Legat. c. 144. 20 Orofius, lib. v. c. 3. Paufaniasin Achaki?, 
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the ifthmus of Corinth, and fent four thoufand men for the defence 
of Megara, a place which ftill made a part in the expiring confede- 
racy of independent Greeks. 

Metellus, who after his victory had made himfelf mafter of Thebes, 

advanced to Megara, dillodged the Acha?ans from thence, and con- 
tinued his march to the illhmus. Here he was fuperfeded by Mum- 

inius, the Conful of the prefent year, who, with the new levies from 
Rome, made up an army -of twenty-three thoufand foot and three 

thoufand five hundred horfe. The enemv, having trained an advan- 
tage over his advanced guard, were encouraged to hazard a battle 
under the walls of Corinth, and were defeated. The greater part 
fied into the town, but afterwards in the night withdrew from that 
place. Their general Diarus fled from the held of battle to Migalo- 

polis, whither he had fent his family ; having killed his wife, to 
prevent her falling into the hands of the enemy, he himfelf took poi- 
fon, and died. 

Such are the imperfect accounts which remain of the laft efforts 
made by the Greeks to preferve a freedom, in the exercife of which 

they had acted fo diftinguifticd a part. As they never -were furpaffed 
by any race of men in the vigour with which they fupported their 
republican eftablifhrnents, fo they appeared to retain their ingenuity 
and their {kill in many arts, after they had loft the military and political 
fpirit which confiitutes the ftrength and fecurity of nations ; and in this 
latter period, which preceded their extinction, as the Achaean league 

was diiTolved on having incurred the refentment of the Romans, fo 

the unhappy remnant of the Spartan republic perifhed in having ac- 
cepted their protection. The enmity and the friendlhip of 'the Ro- 
mans being equally fatal, thefe and every other (late or republic of 

Greece, from this time forward, ceafed to be numbered among 
nation?, having fallen a prey to a power, whofe force nothing could 

£qua! but the ability and the cunning with which it was exerted. 

2 Such 
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Such, at leaft, is the comment which we are tempted, by the con- 
duct of the Romans, on the preient occafion, to make on that policy, 
with which, about fifty years before this date, Flamininus, to detach 
the Grecian cities from Philip, proclaimed, with fo much orientation 
at the ifthmus of Corinth, general independence, and the free execetfe 
of their own laws to all the republics of Greece. That People, when 
they meant to ingratiate thcmfelves, furpafled every flate in generofity 
to their allies, they gained intire confidence, and taught nations, 

who were otherwifc in condition to maintain their own inde- 
pendence, to rely for protection on that very power from which they 
had moll to fear for their liberties ; and in the end, under fome pre- 
tence of ingratitude or affront, ft rip t of every right thofe very ftates- 
who had molt plentifully fhared in their bounty. In this policy 
there were fome appearances of a concerted defign, which was at one 
time liberal and generous beyond example, at another time cruel and 

implacable in the oppofite extreme, equally calculated to gain or to 
terrify, in the cafes to which either fpecics of policy was fuited. It is 
however probable, that they were led by the changing ftate of their 
interefts, and followed the conjuncture without any previous defign. 
In this fort of conduct the paiTions are wonderfully ready to act in 

fupport of the judgment ; and we may venture to admit, that the 
Romans fometimes felt the generofity which they profeffed to em- 
ploy, and of which the belief was fo favourable to the fuccefs of 
their affairs. In a different conjuncture, in which they were no 
longer equally obliged to manage the temper of their allies, they 
became more impatient of contradiction, and gave way to their re- 
fentment on any the Highteft occafions, or to their ambition, with- 
out controul. Their maxim, to fpare the fubmiflive, and to reduce 
the proud whether founded in fentiment or cunning, was a prin- 



" Parcere fubjettts, & debellare fuperboa. 

Vol. I. I, 1 
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ciple productive of the extremes of generofity and arrogance ob- 
ferved in their conduct, it led them by degrees to affume a fupe- 
riority in every tranfaction, and as their power increafed, rendered 
this power proportionally dangerous to other nations. 

On the third day after the action which happened in the ifthmus 
of Corinth, the victorious general entered the city ; and confidering 
that the inhabitants had a principal part in the late infuk offered to 
the Roman commuTioners, determined to ftrike a general terror into 
all the members of the league by the fe verities to be executed againft 
this people. Mummius, though, with the reft of his countrymen of 
this age, ill qualified to diftinguifh the elegant workmanfhip of the 
Grecian artifh I= , of which great collections had been made at Co- 
rinth, ordered all the ftatues and pictures to be fet apart for his. 
triumph ; and, with this referve, gave the town, abounding in alt 

the accommodations and ornaments of a wealthy metropolis, to 
be pillaged by the ibldiers. He razed the walls, and reduced the 
city to aflies. 

Thus Corinth pcrifhed in the fame year with Carthage. The 
forrifications of Thebes, and of fome other towns difaffected to the 
Romans, were at the fame time demolifhed ; and the arrange- 
ments to be made in the country of Greece were committed to de- 
puties from the Raman Senate. By their order, the Achaean league 
was diffclved, and all its conventions annulled. The ftates which 
had compofed it were deprived of their fovereignty, fubjected to pay 
a tribute, and placed under the government of a perfon annually fent 
from Rome with the title of the Praetor of Achaia ~'\ 

The Romans now appeared openly, perhaps for the firfl time, in 
the capacity of conquerors. The acquifition of revenue in Mace- 

~ He delivered them to the matters of obliged to replace them, 
fcips, with his famous threat, that if any cf 13 Paufanias, lib. vii. c. 16. Polyb. Ex* 
theft cnxicfities were loft, they Jhould be cerptx de Virtutibus & Vitus. 
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tlonla, which, about twenty years before this date, had firfi: taught 
them to exempt themfelves from taxation, excited from thencefor- 
ward an irifatiable thirft of dominion; and their future progrefs 

is marked by the detail of wars which they maintained on their 

frontier, not in defence of the empire, but for the enlargement 

of poffeffions already too great. 

In Spain where they {till met with refiftance, they had acted in 
all the different periods of their wars, either on the offenfive or de- 
fenfive, according as the State was, or was not, at leifure from the 

preflure of their enemies, or according as the generals me employed 
were ambitious or pacific. 

On the conclufion of the peace with Philip, the Roman territory 
in Spain had been divided into two provinces, and furnifhed the 
ftations of two feparate commanders annually fent from Rome. On 
the renewal of the war in Macedonia, and during the continuance of 
it, thefe provinces were again united under one government. But 
upon the defeat of Perfeus, and the reduction of Macedonia, they 
were feparated for ever. 

From that time the ambition of the Romans feems to have operated 

In Spain with the fame effect as in other parts on the boundaries of 
their empire. They preffed upon the natives, not merely to fecure 
their own territory from inroad and depredation, but to gain new 
accefhons of dominion and wealth. They advanced to the Tagus, en- 
deavoured to penetrate the mountains beyond the fources of that 
river ; and on that fide involved themfelves in a continual ftruggle 
of many years duration, with the Lufitanians, Gallicians, andCeltiberu 
In thefe wars the Roman officers were actuated, by their avarice as 
well as by their ambition, and were glad of occaiions to quarrel with 
an enemy, amongft whom the produce of rich mines of filver and 
of gold were known to abound, and where plentiful fpoils were lb 
likely to reward their fer vices. 

L 1 2 The 
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The theatre of the war in Spain was not fo confpicuous, nor the 
conduct of generals fo ftriftly obferved, as they were in Africa, Afia, 

or Greece ; and fuch as were employed in that fcrvlce, therefore, 
the more to baften their conquefls, ventured upon adls of treachery 

or breach of faith with the cantons around them, which the Senate 
did not commonly avow ; and they alfo ventured upon a els of ex- 
tortion and peculation in their own governments, which gave occafion 

to the firft complaints of this fort that were brought to Rome. 

The Proconful Lucullus, having accepted of the furrender of a 
town, and being received into it in confequence of a capitulation, 
neverthelefs put the inhabitants to the fword and carried off their 
effects. Galba, commanding in Lufitania, or the weftern province 

of Spain, fcon afterwards circumvented, by a like a£l of perfidy and 
cruelty, fome of the inhabitants whom he could not othervvife re- 
duce. Thefe examples probably retarded, inftead of forwarding, the 

progrels of the Roman arms, and ccnhrmed that obftinate valour 
with which the natives of Spair. difputed every poft in defence of 
their country ; and with which they maintcined the conteft againfl 
a fucceiTlon of Roman Generals, Pra?tors,_or Confuls, who were em- 
ployed to fubdue them. This conteft they continued or renewed, at 
fhort intervals, with various fuccefs, from the firft expedition of the 
Sciplos to the laft of Auguftus. 

A: the beginning of the laft war with Carthage, the Lufitanians, 
ir.cer.fcd by the act of treachery which was committed by the Roman 
general Galba, re-affembled in numerous parties under Viriathus, 
who had himfelf efcaped from the mafTacre on that occafion, and 

who entertained an implacable refentment to the authors of it. This 

leader, according to the Roman hiftorians, had been originally a herdf- 
man, afterwards a chief of banditti, and laft of all the commander of 
an array vrhich had often defeated the legions of Rome, and threat- 
ened their expulfion from Spain. He feems to have known how to 
employ the impetuous valoux of a rude people againft troops not lefs- 

valiant 
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valiant than his own countrymen, though more depending on difci- c H f A **• 

pline ; and to have poffefled what the Spaniards retained, even down u — M — ~* 

to the days of Ca:far, the faculty of turning the want of order to ac- 
count again ft an enemy fo much accuftomed to order, as, in a great 

meafure, to rely upon it in moft of their operations. With him an 
apparent rout and difperfion of his followers was the ordinary prelude 
to a violent attack ; and he commonly endeavoured,, by pretended 
flights and diforderly movements, to draw the enemy into raih pur- 
fuits or precipitant marches, and feized every advantage which they 
gave him with irrefiftible addrefs and valour. He continued above 
ten years to baffle all the attempts which the Romans made to reduce 
Lufitania. He had projected a league and defenfive confederacy 

with the other free nations of Spain, when he was aflaffinated, as 
he lay afleep.on the ground, by two of his own followers, fuppofed 

to be in concert with the Roman general.. 

The Romans, upon this event, found tlie weftern and northern 
parts of Spain open to their inroads; In little more than a year af- 
terwards a Roman army under Brutus pafTed the Duero 23 , and pe- 
netrated quite to the coaft of Gallicia, from which they reported, 
with more than the embelliiliments and exaggerations of travellers, 
that the fun was feen from this diftant region, when he fet in the 
evening,, to fink and to extinguifli himfelf with a mighty noife in the 
Weftern Ocean.. 

The natives of this country, however, did net think themfelves 
fubdued by being thus over-run. They retired, with their cattle and 

effects, into. places of ftrength; and, when required to pay contri- 
butions, replied, That their anceftors had left them fwords to defend 
their pofleffions,, but not any gold to redeem them. 

Such were the occupations of the Roman arms in the weftern di- 
vifion of Spain, while they were equally engaged in the eaftern pro- 

* 3 Eurius, 
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vlnce, under Cato the Elder, Tiberius Gracchus, and others, who 
endeavoured to fecure what the State had already acquired, or to 
extend its limits. Thefe generals obtained their feveral triumphs, and 
joined to the Roman poffeffions on the coafl confiderable acquifitions 

in the inland part of the country. Their progrefs, however, on this 
fide had been greatly retarded by the obftinate valour of the Numan- 
tians and other cantons of the" Celtiberi, who had maintainted the 

conteff. during fifty years, and at lafthad formed a general confederacy 
of all the interior nations of Spain, to be conducted by Viriathus, when* 
their meafures were broken by the death of that formidable leader. 

Numantia was the principal ftrcng hold, or, as we may conceive 
it, the capital of a fmall nation. Their lodgement, or townihip, 
was contained within a circumference of about three miles, fituated 
among the mountains of Celtiberia, orOldCaftile, and at the confluence 
of the Durius with another river, both of which having fteep banks, 
rendered the place, on two of its fides, of very difficult accefs. It 
was fortified on the third fide with a rampart and ditch. 

The people could mufter no more than eight or ten thoufand men; 
but thefe were greatly diftinguimed by their valour, reputed fuperior 
in horfemanfhip to every other nation of Spain, and equal to the 
Romans in the ufe of the fhield and the ftabbing fword. They had 

already gained many victories over the Roman armies which had 
been employed to reduce them. They had obliged Pompey, one of 
the Roman generals, contrary to the practice of his country, to ac- 
cept of a treaty, while the advantage of fortune was againft him. 
They obliged the Conful Mancinus to fave his army by a capitu- 
lation *\ Neither of thofe treaties indeed were ratified by the Ro- 
man Senate. To expiate the breach of the laft, the Conful Man- 
cinus, who concluded it, together with Tiberius Gracchus his Quef- 

** Eutropius, lib. iv. c. 8. 
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&>r, were ordered to be delivered up to the hands of the enemy, and 
to fuffer in their own perfons for the failure of engagements which 
they could not fulfil. Tiberius Gracchus appealed to the people, 

was faved by their favour, and from this time is fuppofed to have 
received that bias which he followed in the fubfequent part of his poli- 
tical conduct. Mancinus acquiefced in the fentence of the Senate, was 
prefented naked and in fetters at the gates of Numantia, as a iacrifice 

to the refentment of that nation, for the breach of a treaty which the 

i _ 

Romans determined not to obfervc. But the victim was nobly re- 
jected, and the Numantians infifted on the conditions they had ftipu— 
lated, faying, that a public breach of faith could, not be expiated by 
the fuffering of a private man *\ 

Thefe tranfacYions pafTed about ten years after the deftruction of 
Carthage,, and the Romans, mortified with the length and ill-fuccefs 

of the war with Numantia, had recourfe again to the fervices of. 
Scipio. 

They had formerly difpenfed, in his favour, with the law that re- 
quired a certain age as a qualification for the office of Conful ; and 
now, in order to employ him a fecond time, they were obliged to 
fufpend another law, which prohibited the re-election of the fame 
perfon into that office- 

Upon the arrival of Scipfo in Spain, it is faid that he found the 
Roman army, difcouraged by repeated defeats, withdrawn into for- 
tified ftations at a diftance from the enemy, detefting the hardships 
of a military camp, indulging themfelves in all the vices of a dif- 
orderly town,, and fubject to panics on the flighted alarm. It is fait 
that the cries, the afpect, the painted vifage, and the long hair of the 
Spaniard were become objects of terror **. 

Among the reformations which Scipio made to reftore the vigour 
of the army,, he cleared the camp of its unneceffary followers, amongft 

Appian de Bell. Hifpan. p. 302.. a6 Florus* 
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whom are mentioned women, merchants, and fortune-tellers ; he 
Teftricted the quantity of baggage, reduced the furniture of the 
kitchen to the fpit and the pan ; and the tables of officers to plain 

food, roafted or boiled. He prohibited the ufe of bedfteads in camp, 

and fet the example himfelf of fleeping on a ftraw mat 5 like wife 

xeiiramed the infantry from the ufe of horfes on the march, and 
obliged them to carry their own baggage. 

Though pciTeiTed of fuperior numbers, he declined a battle, and 
avoided every rout on which the enemy were prepared to receive 

hi:n j took advantage of a fuperior addrefs in managing his re- 
fources, and damped the ardour of a fierce people by flow ope- 
rations ; he laid wane the country around them, and by degrees 
obliged them to retire within their own ramparts, and to confume 
what was raifed or provided within the circuit of their walls. 

Scipio had been joined on his march to Numantia by Jugurtha, 
the grandibn of MafiiniiTa, who, on this fervice, made his firft ac- 
quaintance with the Romans, and brought a reinforcement of twelve 
elephants, with a ccnfiderable body of horfe, of archers and (lingers. 
At its arrival the army amounted to fixty thoufand men. But Sci- 
pio did not attempt to florm the town ; he took a number of ports 

which he fucceffively fortified, and, by joining them together, com- 
pleted a double line of circumvallation, equal in flrength to the walls 

which were eppofed to him. He had his curtains, his towers, his 

places of arms correfponding to thofe of the place ; and he efta- 

blifhed an order of fervice and a fet of fignals, in cafe of alarm by 

day or by night, which refembled more the precautions of an army 
on its defence, than the operations of a fiege. His intention was 
to reduce the Numantians by famine, an operation of time, during 

which, from fb warlike a nation, he might be expofed to furprife, or 
to the effects of defpair. 
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• The place befieged being at the confluence of rivers navigable 
with fmall veflels, which defcended with great rapidity on the ftream, 
or which could, with the favour of proper winds, even remount 

0 

in the fight of the enemy. The people, for a while, procured fome 
fupplies by water. Numbers of them fwimining with great addrefs, 
and diving at proper places, to avoid being feen by the bcliegers, full 
palled through the lines, and preferved a communication with the 
country, until the rivers alio were barred acrofs their channels by 
timbers, that were armed with fword-blades and fpikes of iron. 
The Numantians were Hill in hopes of fuccour from their allies. 

Five aged warriors undertook, each with his fon for a fecond, to pals 
through the lines of the enemy, and to fue for relief from the neigh- 
bouring nations. They fucceeded by night in the firft part of their 
attempt, cut down the Roman guard, threw the camp into fome 
confufion, and efcaped before the occafion of the alarm was known. 
But their caufe was become defperate, and too likely to involve in cer- 
tain ruin any friend who embraced it. Their fuit, neverthelefs, was 
attended to at Lutia, the head of a fmall canton, forty miles from 
Numantia. 

The young men of this place took their refolution in favour of" 

the injured Numantians ; but Scipio had notice of their intention 
. time enough to prevent its efFe£t. He haftened to the place, and, 
having accomplished this march of forty miles in eight hours, fur- , 
prifed the inhabitants, had four hundred young men delivered up to 
him, and ordered their right arms to be ftruck off. By this dreadful 

act of feverity, he fecured himfelf from any danger on that quarter, 
and impreffed the other ftates of that neighbourhood with terror. 

The Numantians, in the mean time, were preffed with famine, 
and having no hopes of relief, fent a deputation to try the cle- 
mency of their enemy. " What was once a happy Mate, they faid, 
" content with its own poffeffions, and fecure in the valour of its 

Vol. I. M m ' " citizens, 
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" citizens, is now reduced to great diftrefs, for no other crime than 
" that of having maintained their freedom, and of having defended 

<c their -wives and children. 

i 

" For you/' they continued, addrefling themfelves toScipio, "who 
** vourfeif are faid to poflefs'fo many virtues, it would become yeu to 



" efpoufe the caufe of this injured nation, and procure to them terms 
" which they could with honour prefer to their prefent diftreffes. 
" Their expectations are moderate, for they have felt the reverfes of 
" fortune. It is now in your power to receive their fubmiffion under 
46 any tolerable conditions, or to fee them perifh in fome act of de- 
" {pair, which may prove fatal to many of their enemies, as well as 
u to themfelves/* 

Scipio replied, That he could not grant them any terms ; that they 
mull furrender at diicretion. 

Upon the return of this anfwer they refumed their former obfti- 
nacy, and held out until they had confumed every article of provifion 
within their walls ; endeavoured to turn their fhields and other 
Bten&ils of leather into food, devoured the dead bodies, and even 
preyed on each other. 

The end of this piteous fcene is varioufly reported. By fome it is 
faid, that, in the laft ftage of defpair, the Numantians fallied forth to 
purchafe death by the (laughter of their enemies ; that, in the execu- 
tion of this purpofe, they for fome time expofed themfelves with the 
moft frantic rage, till the greater part being (lain, a few returned into 
the town, let nre to the houfes, and, with their wives and children,, 
periihed in the flames 

By others it is faid, that they agreed to furrender on a certain day, 

but that when this day came they begged for another ; alleging, that 



ma; 



* : Orcf.ar, lib. v. c. 7. FIcixs, lib. ii- c. i3 
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and wiflied for one day more, that they might the more deliberately 
execute their purpofe. Such was the averfion to furrender at dis- 
cretion, which the fear of captivity, and that of its ordinary confe- 
quences among antient nations, had infpired= The few of this high- 
minded people who furvived the cffecls of dcfpair, falling into the 

enemy's hands, were ftripped of their arm?. Fifty were referred, 

as a fpecimen of the whole, to adorn the vigor's triumph. The 
remainder were fold for flaves, and the walls of their ftrong hold 
were levelled with the ground- The prifoners, even after they had 
laid down their arms and fubmitted to mercy, retained the ferocity 
of their looks, and call on their victors fuch glances of indignation 
and rage, as ftill kept the animofity of enemies awake, and prevented 
the returns of pity. As thefe particulars ftrongly mark the defects 
which ftill fubfifted in the fuppofed law of war among antient na- 
tions, the reader will probably bear with the mock that is given to 
his feelings of compaflion, for the fake of the picture which it is ne- 
ceffary to give of the manners of the times. 

If we judge of Numantia from the refinance it made to the Ro- 
man arms, it having been one of their mod difficult conquefts, we 
muft confider it as a ftate of confiderable power. Its reduction gave 
immediate refpite from war in Spain. Scipio and Brutus returned 
nearly together from their provinces in that country, and had their 
feparate triumphs in the fame year. 

Thefe operations againft Numantia, Carthage, Macedonia, and 
Greece, were accompanied with a revolt of the Haves in Sicily, 

and with a number of other wars lefs confiderable in Illyricum, 
Thrace, and Gaul. Of thefe the revolt of the flaves merits the 
greater attention, on account of the view it gives of the ftate of 
the countries now under the immediate jurifdiction of Rome. The 
ifiand of Sicily having been the flrft acquifition which the Romans 
made beyond the limits of Italy, had been for fome time in a ftate 

M m a of 
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of doraeftic tranquillity, and- undifturbed by any foreign enemy. 
Its lands were become the .property of Roman citizens, who here, 
as on their eftates in Italy, cultivated plantations to fupply with corn, 
wine, and oil, the markets and -granaries of Rome. The labour was 
performed by flaves. Thefe were* led in chains to the fields, or con- 
fined in vaults and fortified workhoufes at the feveral talks they were 
employed to perform. As the proprietors of land had many reafons 
to prefer the labour of flaves to that of freemen, who were diffracted 
by their political engagements, and fubjeel to be called upon or 
prefixed into the military iervice, the number of flaves continually in- 
creased. They were, for the moll part, prifoncrs of war ; and fome 
cf them being even of high rank, unufed to fubmiflion, and ani- 
mated with fierce paflions of indignation and fcorn, were ready, 
upon every favourable opportunity, to take arms againft their ma- 
ilers, and often to make the ftate itfelf with a ftorm which was not 
forefeen until ir actually burft. 

About ten years after the deftrudion of Carthage, and four years 
before that of Numantia, this injured clafs of men were incited to 
revolt in Sicily by Eunu?, a Syrian Have ; who, at firft, under pre- 
tence of religion, and by the fame of miracles he was fuppofed to 
perform, tempted many to break from their bondage ; traverfed the 
country, broke open the vaults and prifons in which his fellow- 
turTerers were confined, and actually afTembled an army of feventy 
thouiand men. \Yi:h this force, in four fuccefiive campaigns, he 
made a profperous war on the Roman Prxtors, and often ftormed 
the entrenchments of the Roman camp. 

This leader, however, being ill-qualified to improve his victo- 
ries and having no concerted plan for the government or fubfiftence 
cf his followers, in a country that was gradually ruined by their own 
' ikvaitatior.?, was at length, by the caution and fuperior conduct of 
Por-erna. or Publius Rutilius, gradually circumfcribed in his depre- 
dation^ 
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dations, defeated, and obliged to take refuge in Ehna, a fortified place, c H A P. 
where about twenty thoufand of his followers were put to the fword, 
and the remainder, as an example to deter flaves from the commiflion 

of a fimilar offence, were nailed to the crofs near the moll frequented 
highways, and in the moft confpicuous parts of the ifland. 

While the Roman armies were thus" employed in the provinces, or 
on the frontier of their extenfive conquefts, Italy itfelf had long 
enjoyed a perfect fecurity, the lands were cultivated, and the country 
flocked with people, whether aliens or citizens, freemen or flaves. 
From about three hundred thoufand 13 , which, in this period, were 
the ordinary return of the Cenfus, the citizens foon after augmented 
to above four hundred thoufand 29 ; and Scipio, under whofe infpec- 
tion as Cenfor this return was made, hearing the Crier repeat the 
prayer which was ufual at the doting of the rolls, " That the republic 
" might increafe in the numbers of .its people, and in the extent of 
" its territory;" bid him pray that it might be preferved, for it was 
already great enough. It is probable that, in the view of this faga- 
cious obferver, the marks of corruption already began to appear; in the 
capital ; and a tree, which ftili continued for a century to make fuch 

vigorous moots from its branches, already bore fome marks of de- 
cay in its trunk. 

The offices of State, and the government 'of provinces, to which 
thofe who had rilled them fuccceded, began to be coveted from avarice, 
as well as from ambition. Complaints of peculation and extortion, which 
were received about this time from Spain and Macedonia, pointed out 
the neceflity of reftraining fuch oppreffions, and fuggefted fome penal * 
laws, which were often, and in vain^amended and revived.- % « 

An action was inftituted in favour of the provinces, againft go- 
vernors, or thdr attendants, w r ho mould be accufed of levying money 

28 Three hundred and twenty thoufand. Four hundred and twenty-eight thou- 

fand three hundred and forty-two. 

without 
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without the authority of the State, and an ordinary jurifdicli on wa$ 
granted to one of the Prxtors, to hear complaints on this fubjecT:. 
The penalty at firft was no more than restitution, and a pecuniary 

fine ; , it was gradually extended to degradation, and exile. 

Thefe reformations are dated in the time of the laft war with 
Carthage, and are aicribed to the motion of Culpurnius Pifo, then 
one of the Tribunes. - Before this time all jurifdi&ion in criminal 
matters belonged to the Tribunal of the People, and was exercifed by 

themfelves in their collective capacity, or occafionally delegated to a 

ipecial commiflion. Few crimes were yet defined by ftatute, and or- 
dinary courts of juftice for the trial of them were not yet eftablifhed. 
In thefe circumftances criminals of ftate had an opportunity not only 

j 

to defend themfelves after a profecution was commenced, but likewife 
to employ intrigue, or exert their credit with the People, to prevent 
or evade a trial. 

To fupply thefe defects, a lift of ftatutory crimes now began to be 
made, and an ordinary jurifdiction was eftablifhed. Befides extortion 

in the province?, which had been defined by the law of Culpurnius 3 °, 

murder, breach of faith, robbery, alTault, poifcning, inceft, adultery, 
bribery, falfe judgment, fraud, perjury, l£c. were fucccflively joined 
to the lift ; and an ordinary jurifdiction for the trial of fuch crimes 

was vefted in a jury of Senators, over whom the Praetor, with the 

title cf Qu re fir or, pre fid ed. 

The number cf Prxtors, correfponding to this and other growing 
exigencies cf the c:c:e, was now augmented to fix ; and thefe officers, 
though defiinec, v ell as the Confuls, to the command of armies 
and the govern me:,: f province?, began, during the term of their 

magiftnxy, to hive full o ccupation in the city. On this account it 
was not t.ll after the expiration of the year for which they had been 

Sa pL.rnc:dinm, vis pub-", iotrccinium, injuria, vciu£durn, ince.lus, aduheriura, captrc 
pecunis. corrupt judiii J, fall:, perjurium. 
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elected, that they drew lots for a province. A like policy was foon 

after adopted in the deftination of Confute, and all the other officers 
of State, who, being fuppofed to have fufficient occupation in Italy 
and Rome during the year of their appointment, were not deftined 
to any foreign fervice till that year was expired. 

With thefe eftabliihments, calculated to fecure the functions of 
office, the ufe of the ballot -was introduced, firft in elections, and 
afterwards in collecting opinions of judges in the courts of 
juftice 31 : a dangerous form of proceeding in conftitutions tending 
to popular licence, and where juftice is more likely to fuffer from 
the unawed paffions of the lower people, than from any improper 
influence of fuperior rank ; and where the authority of the wife, and 
the fenfe of public fhame, were fo much required, as principal fupports 
of government. 

An occafion for the commiffion of new crimes is frequently taken 

from the precautions which are employed againft the old. From 
the facility with which criminal accufations now began to be received,, 
a new fpecies of crime accordingly arofe. Calumny and vexatious 

profecutions commenced by difappointed competitors againft per- 
fons in public truft, became fo frequent as to require the interpo- 
fition of laws. On this account it was enacted, upon the motion 
of Memmius, that all perfons in office, or appointed to command 
in the provinces, might decline anfwering a criminal charge until 
the expiration of their term, or until their return from the fervice to 
which they were deftined 32 ; and perfons of any denomination might 
have an action of calumny againft the author of a falfe or ground- 
lefs profecution. Whoever was convicted of this offence was to be 
branded in the face with the initials of his crime. 

31 Lex Gabinia Tabellaria. 31 Lex Memmia de reis poftulandis. Lex Ca&a T\a- 

bellaria.. 
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By thcfe erubliihments the' city of Rome, long refembling a mere 
military -itation, made fome progrefs in completing the fyftem and 
application of her laws. Literary productions, in fome of their forms, 
parricularlv in the form of dramatic compofitions, as hath been al- 
- ready obferveJ, began to be known. The reprefentation of fables 

were firil introduced under pretence of religion, and practifed as 

iacred rites to avert the plague or fome public calamity. This en- 
tertainment was fondly received by the People, and therefore fre- 
quently prefented .to them by the Ediles, who had the charge of fuch 
matters. Literature, however, in fome of its lefs popular forms, was 
U. C. 552. checked, as a lource of corruption. In the year of Rome five hun- 
dred and ninety-two, that is, about eight years after the reduction 
cf Macedonia, the Roman Senate, upon a report from M. Pompo- 
riius, the Prater, that the city was frequented by philofophers and 

rhetoricians, refolved that this officer, agreeably to his duty to the 
republic, mouldy take care to remove all fuch perfons in the man- 
ner his own judgment fhculd direct 33 5 and, in about fix years 
after this date, an embafly having come from Athens, compofed of 

fcholars and rhetorician?, who drew the attention cf the youth by 

the difplay of their talents, an uncommon difpatch was given to their 
bufinefs, that they might not have any pretence for remaining too 
Ions; in the citv, 

A propefai which was made during this period, to erect a theatre 
for the- accommodation of the fpectators at their public mews, was 
rejected with great indignation, as an attempt to corrupt the manners 
of the People. The materials which had been collected for this 
•work were publicly fold, and an edict, at the fame time, was puh- 
liitied, that no one mould ever relume this defign, or attempt to place 

anv bench or feat for the accommodation of the fpectators at any 
theatrical entertainment in the city, or within a mile of its walls 3 \ 



* z A. Gellius, lib. xv, c. 1 1. 



u Val. Maxim, lib. ii. c. 4. 
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It was thought an act of effeminacy, it feems, for the Roman People 

to be feated ; and it is undoubtedly wife, in matters of fmall moment, 

however innocent, to forbid what is confidered as an evil, and, in re- 
mitting eftablifhed fevcrities, to let the opinion of innocence at leafl 
precede the indulgence. 

The fumptuary laws already mentioned, refpe&ing entertainments 
and houfehold expences, were, under the name of Didius, the per- 
fon who propofed the renewal of them, revived 35 ; and, with fome 
alterations, extended to all the Roman citizens difperfed over Italy. 

Such was the antidote which the policy of that age provided, in 
the capital of a great empire, againft luxury and the orientation of 

wealth ; diftempers incident to profperity itfelf, and not to be cured 
by partial remedies. They were by the Romans (who knew better 
how to accomplifh the celebrated problem of Themiftocles, in making 
a fmall Jlate a great one, than they knew how to explain the effects 

of its great nefs) commonly imputed to fome particular circumftance, 
or accidental event. To the fpoils of Tarentum, they faid, and of 
Afia 3(S , to the deftruttion of our principal rivals the Carthaginians ; 
to the mighty mow of ftatues, pictures, and coftly furniture, which 
were brought by Mummius from Corinth, we owe this admiration 
of finery, and fo prevailing a pafTion for private as well as for public 
wealth. 

In this manner they explained the effects of a progrefs which they 
themfelves had made in the acquifition of fo many provinces ; in 

the growing fecurity and riches of a mighty city, from which all 
foreign alarms were far removed ; and to which the, wealth of a 
great empire, either in the form of private fortune or of public 
treafure, began to flow with a continued and increafing ftream 

35 LexDidia. 35 Afia primum devifta Iuxuriam milk in Italiam. Plin. lib. xxxiii. 

c. ii. 37 Liv, lib. xxxix. c. 6. Plin. lib. xxxvii. c. i. 
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C H A P. II. 

Extent of the Roman Empire. Political Char after of its Head. 

Facility with which it continued to advance. Change of Cha- 
racter, political as well as moral Character of the People or 

Commons. Dangerous Humours likely to break out. appear- 
ance of Tiberius Gracchus. His project to revive the Law of 

Ucinlus. Inter cejion of the Tribune Octavius. The Republic 

divided. Bifputes in the Comitia. Depofttion of the Tribune 

Oclavius. Commijioners appointed for the Divifion of Lands. 

Tib:rius Gracchus fues to be re-elefted Tribune. His Death. 

Immediate Confidences. Proceedings of Carbo. Embajfy of 

Scipio. Foreign Affairs. Violence of the Commijioners.—* 

Domcflic Affairs. 

£ o o K T N the manner that has been fummarily dated in the preceding 
y__ X Chapters, the Romans completed their political eftablifhment, 

and made their firfl and their greateft advances to empire, without 
departing from the policy by which they had been preferved in the 
infancy of their power. They were become fovereigns of Mace- 
donia, Greece, Italy, part of Africa, Lufitania, and Spain; yet,. even 
in this pitch of greatnefs, made no diftin&ion between the.civil and 
military departments r nor gave to any citizen an exemption from 
the public fervice. They did not defpife any enemy, neither in *he 
meaiures they took, nor in the exertions they made to refift him : 
and as the fatal effects which they and all the other nations of the 
antient world were long accuflomed to expect from defeats, were no , 
lefs than fervitude or death, they did not fubmit to any enemy, in 
confequence of any event, nor under the preflure of any calamity 
whatever* 

o Other 
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Other nations were accuftomed to rife on victories, and to fink 
under defeats ; to become infolent or mean with the tide of their for- 
tunes. The Romans alone were moderate in profperity, and arro- 
gant when their enemies expected to force their fubmiffion. 

Other nations, when in diftrefs, could weigh their fufferings againft 
the conceffions which they were required to make ; and, among the 

evils to which they were expofed, preferred what appeared to be the 
leaft. The Romans alone fpurned the advances of a victorious enemy; 
were not to be moved by fufferings ; and, though they cautioufly 
avoided difficulties that were likely to furpafs their ftrength, did not 
allow it to be fuppofed that they were governed by fear in any cafe 
whatever. They willingly treated with the vanquifhed, and were 

ready to grant the moft liberal terms when the conceffion could 
not be imputed to weaknefs or fear. By fuch free and unforced con- 
ceffions, indeed, they eftabliffied a reputation for generofity, which 
contributed, no lefs than their valour, to fecure the dominion they 
acquired. 

With the fame infmuating titles of allies or protectors, by which 
they had, in the infant ft ate of their policy, brought all the cantons 
of Latium to follow their ftandard ; they continued to take the af- 
cendant over nations whom they could not have otherwife fubdued. 
But as they were liberal in their friendfhips, fo, after repeated 
provocations feemed to juftify a different conduct, they were terrible 
in their refentments, and took ample compenfation for the favours 
they had formerly beftowed. 

By their famous maxim in war, already mentioned, That the fub- 
7nljfive were to be fparecl \ and the proud to be bumbled ^ it became ne- 
ceflary for them, in every quarrel, to conquer or to perim ; and, when 

thefe were the alternatives propofed by them, other nations were 
intitled to confider them as common enemies. No State has a right 
to make the fubmiffion of mankiad a ncceflary condition to its own 

N n 2 prefervation j 
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prefervation ; nor are many States qualified to fupport fuch pre- 
tenfions. Some part of this political character, however, is neceflary 

to the fafety, as well as to the advancement, of nations. No free 

State or Republic is fafe under any other government or defence 

than that of its own citizens. No nation is fafe that permits any 
ally to fufier by having efpoufed its caufe, or that allows itfelf to be 
driven, by defeats or misfortunes, into a furrender of any material 

part of its rights. 

The meafure of the Roman conquefts, in the beginning of the 

fere nth century of Rome, though great, was yet far from being full ; 
and the People had not hitherto relaxed the induftry, nor cooled in 
the ardour with which profperous nations advance, but which they 
frequently remit in the height of their attainments and of their power. 

The conftitution of the commonwealth ftill afforded a plentiful 
nurfery of men for both the civil and military departments ; and 

this People accordingly continued for fome time to advance with a 
quick pace in the career of their conquefts. They fubdued mighty 
kingdoms with as great, or greater facility, than that with which they 
had formerly conquered villages and fingle fields. 

But the enlargement of their territory, and the fuccefs of their 
arms abroad, became the fources of a ruinous corruption at home. 
The wealth of provinces began to flow into the city, and filled the 
coffers of private citizens, as well as thofe of the commonwealth. 
The ofRces of State and the command of armies were become lucra- 
tive as well as honourable, and were coveted on the former account. 
In the State itfelf the governing and the governed felt feparate in- 
terests, and were at variance, from motives of avarice, as well as 
ambition ; and, inftead of the parties who formerly ftrove for dif- 
tinclion, and for the palm of merit in the fervice of the common- 
wealth, factions arofe, who contended for the greatefl fhare of its fpoils, 
and who facrificed the public to their party-attachments and ani- 
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Two hundred and thirty years had elapfed fince the animolities of 
Patrician and Plebeian were extinguifhed by the equal participation of 
public honours. This diftinclion itfelf was in a great meafure obli- 
terated, and gave way to a new one, which, under the denomina- 
tions of Nobles and Commons, or Illuftrious and Obfcure, without 
involving any legal difparity of privileges, gave rile to an arifto- 

cracv, which was partly hereditary, founded in the repeated fuccef- 
fion to honours in the fame family ; and partly perfonal, founded 

in the habits of high ftation, and in the advantages of education, 
fuch as never fail to diftinguim the conditions of men in every great 
and prolperous ftatc. 

Thefe circumftances conferred a power on the Nobles, which, 
though lefs invidious, was not lefs real than that which had been 

poflefled by the ancient Patricians. The exercife of this power was 

9 

lodged with the Senate, a body which, though by the emulation of 

its members too much difpofed to war, and ambitious of conquer!, 

j 1 f r 

was probably never furpafled in magnanimity, ability, or in flea- 
dinefs, by any council of Mate whatever. 

The People had fubmitted to the Senate, as poffeffed of an authority 
which was founded in the prevailing opinion of their fuperior worth ; 
and even the mod afpiring of the Commons allowed themfelves to be 

governed by an order of men, amongft whom they themfelves, by 
proper efforts and fuitablc merit, might hope to afcend. The ex- 
amples of preferment, and the rife of individuals, from the loweft 
to the higheft ranks of the commonwealth, though for the moft 
part received with fome degree of jealoufy by thofe who were 
already in pofTefIion of the higher condition, were neverthe- 
lefs frequent, and extinguifhed all appearance of an exclufive pre- 
tenfion to the honours of the State in any order or clafe of the 
People* 

The 
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The Knights, or the Equeftrian order, being perfons poffefled of 
^eftates or effects of a certain valuation l , formed between the Senate 
and the People an intermediate rank, who, in confequence of their 

having a capital, and being lefs engaged than the Senators in affairs 
of State, became traders, contractors, farmers of the revenue, and con- 
stituted a fpecies of moneyed intereft in the city, and in the provinces. 

Such, during the latter part of the period of which the events have 
been already related, was the diftribution of rank in this common- 
wealth. But circumftances which appear to be fixed in the political 
ft ate of nations, are often no more than a paflage in the fhifting of 
fcenep, cr a tranfition from that which a people have been, to what 
they are about to become. The Nobles began to avail themfelves 
of the high authority and advantages of their ftation, and to accu- 
mulate property as well as honours. The country began to be oc- 
cupied with their plantations and their flaves. The number of 

great landed eftates, and the multiplication of flaves, kept pace toge- 
ther. This manner of flocking plantations was neceffary or expe- 
dient in the circumftances of the Romans : for if the Roman citi- 
zen, who pofieffed fo much confequence in his military and po- 
litical capacity, had been willing to become a hireling and. a fer- 
vant, yet it was not the intereft of mafters to entruft their affairs to 
perfons who were liable to be prefTed into the legions, or who were 
fo often called away to the comitia and affemblies of the People. 

Citizens contended for offices in the State as the road to lucrative 
appointments abroad ; and when they had obtained this end, and had 
reigned for a while in fome province, they brought back from their 

governments a profufion of wealth ill acquired, and the habit of 
arbitrary and uncontrouled command. When difappointed in the 
purfuits of fortune abroad, they became the leaders of dangerous fac- 

■ 4CC,coo Roman money, or about 3,000!. 
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tions at home ; or when fuddenly pofTefled of great wealth, they 
became the agents of corruption to di(Teininate idlenefs, and the love 

of ruinous amufements, in the minds of the People. . 

The (eclufion of the Equeftrian order from the purfuit of political 
emolument or honour, and the opportunities they had, by contracts 
and by farming the revenue, to improve their fortunes in a different 
way, confirmed them in the habits of trade* and the attention to lu- 
crative confederations. 

The city was gradually crowded with a populace, who, tempted 
with the cheap or gratuitous diflribution of corn, by the frequency 
of public (hews, by the confequence they enjoyed as members of the 
popular affemblies, or perhaps diflodged from the country by the 
engrofTers of land, and the preference which was given to the labour 
of (laves over that of freemen, flocked from the colonies and muni- 
cipal towns to refide at Rome. There they were corrupted by idle- 
nefs and indigence, and the order itfelf was continually debafed by 

the frequent acceffion of emancipated /laves. 

The Romans, who were become fo jealous of their prerogative as 

citizens, had no other way of difpofing of a (lave, who had obtained 
his freedom, than by placing him on the rolls of the People ; and 
from this quarter accordingly the numbers of the People were 
chiefly recruited. The emancipated (lave took the name of his mailer, 
became a client, and a retainer of his family ; and at funerals arid 
other folemnities, where the pomp was diftingui(hed by the number 
of attendants, made a part of the retinue. This clafs of men ac- 
cordingly received continual additions, from the vanity 'or weaknefs 
ofthofe who chofe to change their (laves into dependent' citizens r 
and numbers who had been conducted to Rome as captives, or who 

■ 

had been purchafed in Afia or Greece, at a price proportioned to the 
pleafurable arts they pofTeiTed, became an acceffion to that turbulent* 

populace, who, in the quality of Roman citizens, tyrannized" in their 

turn 
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turn over the mailers of the world, and wrecked on the conquerors 
of fo many nations the evils which they themfelves had fo freely in- 
flicted on mankind s . 

Citizens of this extraction could not for ages arrive at any places 
of truft, in which they could, by their perfonal defeats, injure the 

commonwealth ; but they increafed, by their numbers and their vices, 
the weight of that dreg, which, in great and profperous cities, ever 
finks, by the tendency of vice and mifconduct, to the loweft con- 
dition. They became a part of that faction who are ever actuated 
by envy to their fuperiors, by mercenary views,, or by abject fear ; 

who are ever ready to efpoufe the caufe of any leader againft the re- 
ftraints of public order ; difpofed to vilify the more refpectable ranks 
of men ; and by their indifference on the fubjects of juftice or honour, 
to fxuftrate ever)- principle that may be employed for the government 
of mankind, befides fear and compulfion. 

Although citizens of this defcription were yet far from being the 
majority at Rome, yet it is probable that they were in numbers 
fufEcient to contaminate the whole body of the People ; and, if en- 
rolled promifcuoufiy in all the tribes, might have had great weight 
in turning the fcale of political councils. This effect, how- 
ever, was happily prevented by the wife precaution which the Cen- 
fors had taken to confine all citizens of mean or flavifh extraction to 
four of the Tribes. Thefe were called the Tribes of the City, and 
formed but a fmall proportion of the whole \ 

. Notwithstanding this precaution, we muft fuppofe them to have been 

very improper parties in the participation of fovereignty, and likely 

-enough to difturb the place of aflembly with diforders and tumults. 

- Velleiu?, lib. ii. c. 4, faccefiive additions by which the Tribes were 

3 Liv. lib. ix. . 46. When this prec2u- brought up to this number, Liv. lib. vi. c. $. 

tlcn was taken by Fabius Maximus, the lib. rii. c. 15. lib. viii. c. 17. lib. ix. c. 20. 

Tribe* amounted to thirty-one. See the 
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While the State was advancing to the fovereignty of Italy, and 
while the territories fucceflively acquired were cleared for the recep- 
tion of Roman citizens, by the reduction and captivity of the natives, 
there was an outlet for the redundancy of this growing populace, 
and its overflowings were accordingly difperfed over Italy, from 
Rhegium to Aquileia, in about feventy colonies. But the country 
being now completely fettled, and the property of its inhabitants 
eftablilhed, it was no longer poflible to provide for the indigent ci- 
tizens in this manner ; and the practice of fettling new colonies, 
which had been fo ufeful in planting, and fecuring the conquefts 
which were made in Italy, had not yet been extended beyond this 
country, nor employed as the means of fecuring any of the pro- 
vinces lately acquired. Mere colonization, indeed, would have been 

an improper and inadequate meafure for this purpofe ; and in time of 

the republic never was, in any con jderable degree, extended beyond 
fea. The provinces were placed under military government, and 

were to be retained in fubmiflion by bodies of regular troops. Ro- 
man citizens had little inclination to remove their habitations beyond 

the limits of Italy ; and if they had, would have been unable, in the 
mere capacity of civil corporations and pacific fettlements, to carry into 
execution the exactions of a government which they themfelves now 
become inhabitants and proprietors of land in thofe provinces, would 
have foon been interested to oppofe : for thefe reafons, although the 
Roman territory was greatly extended, the refources of the pooref 
citizens were diminifhed. The former difcharge for many dangerous 
humours that were found to arife among them, was in fome meafure 
fliut up, and thefe humours began to regorge on the State. 

While the inferior people at Rome funk in their characters, or were 
debafed by the circumftances we have mentioned, the fuperior ranks, 
by their application to affairs of State, by their education, by the ideas 
of high birth and family-diftinction, by the fuperiority of fortune, 

Vol. I. Oo began 
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began to rife in their eftimation, in their pi etenfions, and in their 

power ; and they entertained fome degree of contempt for perfons, 

whom the laws (till required them to admit as their fellow-citizens 
and equals. 

In this difpofition of parties fo dangerous in a commonwealth, 
and amidrr. materials fo likely to catch the flame, fome fparks were 
thrown that foon kindled up anew all the popular animofities which 
feemed to have been fo long extinguifhed. We have been carried, 
in the preceding narration, by the feries of events, fomewhat beyond 
the date of tranfa£tions that come now to be related. While 

Scipio was employed in the fiege of Numantia, and while the Ro- 
man officers in Sicily were yet unable to reduce the revolted (laves, 
Tiberius Gracchus, born of a Plebeian family, but ennobled by the 
honours of his father, by his defcent on the fide of his mother from 
the firft Scipio Africanus, and by his alliance with the fecond Scipio,. 
who had married his ' fitter, being now Tribune of the People, and 
pofferTed of all the accomplifhments required in a popular leader, great 
ardour, refolution, and eloquence, formed a project in rtfelf ex- 
tremely alarming, and in its confequences dangerous to the peace of 
the republic. 

Like other -young men of high pretenfions at Rome, Tiberius 
Gracchus had begun his military fervice at the ufual age, had ferved 
with reputation under his brother-in-law, Scipio, at the fiege of 

Carthage, afterwards as Qusftor, under Mancinus in Spain, where 

the credit of his father, well known in that province, pointed him 

cut to the natives as the only perfon with whom they would nego- 
ciate in the treaty that enfued. The difgrace he incurred in this 
traniacrion gave him a diftafte to the military fervice, and to foreign 
affairs. When he was called to account for it, the feverity he ex- 
perienced from the Senate, and the protection he obtained from the 

People, 
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People, filled his breaft with an animofity to the one, and a prepofief- c H {[ A P- 
fion in favour of the other \ 

Actuated by thefe difpofitions, or by an idea not uncommon to 

enthufiaftic minds, that the unequal diftribution of property, fo favour- 
able to the rich, is an injury to the poor ; he now propofed in part 
to remedy or to mitigate this fuppofed evil, by reviving the cele- 
brated law of Licinius, by which Roman citizens had been reftrained 
from accumulating eftates in land above the value of five hundred 
jugera e , or from having more than one hundred of the larger cattle, 

and five hundred of the leffer. 

In his travels through Italy, he faid, he had obferved that the 

property of land was beginning to be engrofled by a few of the 
nobles, and that the country was entirely occupied by flaves to the 
cxclufion of freemen : that the race of Roman citizens would fooa 
be extinct if proper fettlements were not provided to enable the 
poor to fupport their families, and to educate their children ; and he 
alleged, that if eftates in land were reduced to the meafure pre- 
ferred by law, the furplus left would then be fufficient for this pur- 
pofe. 

Being determined however, as much as poflible, to prevent the 
oppofition of the nobles, and to reconcile the intereft of both parties 
to his fcheme, he propofed to make fome abatements in the rigour of 
the Licinian law, allowing every family, holding five hundred jugera 
in right of the father, to hold half as much in the right of every 
unemancipated fon ; and propofed, that every perfon who fliould 
fufFer any diminution of his property in confequence of the intended 
reform, fiiould have compenfation made to him ; and that the fum 
necefiary for this purpofe mould be iflued from the treafury. 



5 Cicero de Claris Oratoribus, c. 27. 7 pj ut ^rch. in Tib. Gracch. 

c Little more than half as many acres. 
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In this manner he let out with an appearance of moderation, a&ing 
in concert with fome leading men in the State and members of the 

Senate, fuch as Appius Claudius, whofe daughter he had married, a 
SenatGr of the family of CrarTus, who was then at the head of the 
priefthood, and Mutius Sex- vela, the Conful. 

To complete the intended reformation, and to prevent for the fu- 
ture the accumulation of eftates in land, the fale or commerce of 

land was from thenceforward to be prohibited ; and three commif- 

fioners were to be annually named, to enfure the execution and re- 



gular obfervance of this law. 



his project, however plaufible, it is probable, was extremely 
unieafonable, and ill iuited to the ftate of the commonwealth. The 
law of Licinius had paiTed in the year of Rome three hundred and 
leventy-feven, no more than fourteen years after the city was re- 

ftored from its deftruction by the Gauls, and about two hundred 
and fifty years before this date ; and though properly fuited to a 

final! republic, and even neceflary to preferve a democracy, was, in 

that condition of the People, received with difficulty, and was foon 

treibaffed upon even by the perfon himielf on whole fuggeftion it 

had been moved and obtained: that it was become obfolete, and gone 
into dliufe, appeared from the abufes which were now complained of, 

and to which "its renewal was propofed as a remedy. It was be- 
come in a great meafure impracticable, and even dangerous in the 
prefent flate of the republic. The diftinclions of poor and rich are 
as neceffary in States of confiderable extent, as labour and good go- 



vernment. The poor are deftined to labour, and the rich, by the 
advantages of education, independence, and leifure, are qualified 

for fuperior (rations. The empire was now greatly extended, and 
owed its fafety and the order of its government to a relpeclable 

ariitccraey, founded on the pcfleffiou of fortune, as well as per- 
fon:. 1 : qualities and public honours. The rich were not, without 

fome 
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forae violent convulfion, to be ftript of eftates which they them- 
felves had bought, or which they had inherited from their anceftors. 
The poor were not qualified at once to be raifed to a ftate of equality 
with perfons inured to a better condition. The project feemed to be as 
ruinous to government as it was to the fecurity of property, and tend- 
ed to place the members of the commonwealth, by one rafh and pre- 
cipitate ftcp, in fituations in which they were not at all qualified to act. 
■ For thcfe reafons, as well as from motives of private intereft af- 
fecting the majority of the nobles, the project of Tiberius was ftre- 

nuoufly oppofed by the Senate ; and from motives of envy, intereft, 
or miftaken zeal for juftice, as warmly fupported by the oppofite 
party. At the feveral aflemblies of the People which were called to 
deliberate on this fubject, Tiberius, exalting the characters of free- 
men contrafted with flaves, difplayed the copious and pathetic elo- 
quence in which he excelled. All the free inhabitants of Italy 

were Romans, or nearly allied to this people. He obferved how 
much, being fupplanted by the flaves of the rich, they were dimi- 

nifhed in their numbers. He inveighed againft the practice of em- 
ploying flaves, a clafs of men that bring perpetual danger, without 
any addition of ftrength to the public, and who are ever ready to break 
forth in defperate infurrections, as they had then actually done in 
Sicily, where they ftill occupied the Roman arms in a tedious and 
ruinous war \ 

In declaiming on the mortifications and hardfliips of the indigent 
citizen, he had recourfe to the arguments commonly advanced to 

explode the inequalities of mankind. " Every wild beaft," he faid, 
" in this happy land has a cover or place of retreat. But many 
" valiant and refpectable citizens, who have expofed their lives, and 
who have fhed their blood in the fervice of their country, have not 

8 Appian. de Bell. Civ. 
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" a tome to which they may retire. They wander with their wives 
and their children, ftript of every pofieulon, but that of the air and 

** the light. To fuch men the common military exhortation, tojight 

" fir the tombs of their father s^ and for the altars of their houfchold 
a gods, is a mockery and a lie. They have no altars ; they have 

" no- monuments. They fight and they die to augment the eftates, 
" and to pamper the luxury of a few wealthy citizens, who have 

** engroffed all the riches of the commonwealth. As citizens of 

** Rome, they are inutled the majiers of the ivor/d, but .poffefs not 

** a foot of earth on which they may reft V* 

He aflced, " whether it were not reafonable to apply what was 

** public to public ufes ? whether a freeman were not preferable to 
'* a Have, a brave man to a coward, and a fellow-citizen to a ftranger ? 

<; He expatiated on the fortune, and ftated the future profpe&s of the 

** republic. Much," he faid, " £he had acquired, and had yet more 
" to acquire : that the People, by their decilion in the prefent quef- 
;s tion were to determine, whether they were, by multiplying their 
* s numbers, to encreafe their ftrength, and be in a condition to con- 

" quer what yet remained of the world ? or, by fufiering the re- 
" fources of the whole People to "get into the hands of a few, they 
Ci were to permit their numbers to decline, and to become unable, 
w again ft nations envious and jealous of their power, even to main- 
*' tain the ground they already had gained ? 

" He exhorted the prefent proprietors of land, whom the law of 
<; divifion might affect, not to withhold, for the fake of a trifling 

" intereft to themfelves, fo great an advantage from their country. 
" He bade them confider whether they would not, by the fecure 
" poffemon of five hundred jugera, and of half as much to each of 
" their children, be fulEciently rewarded for the conceflions now 

» Plutarch, in Vit. Tib. Gmcch. 
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" required in behalf of the public ; put them in mind that riches 
" were merely comparative ; and that, in refpect to this advantage, 
" they were ftill to remain in the firft rank of their fellow- 
" citizens . 

By thefe and fimilar arguments he endeavoured to obtain the confent 
of one party, and to inflame the zeal of the other. But when he 
came to propofe, that the law fhouid be read, he found that his op- 
ponents had availed themfelves of their ufual defence ; had procured 
M* Odtavius, one of his own colleagues, to interpofe with his nega- 
tive, and to forbid any farther proceeding in the bufmefs. Here, 
according to the forms of the conflitution, this matter fhouid have 
dropped. The Tribunes were inftkuted to defend their own party,, 
not to attack their opponents ; and to prevent, not to promote inno- 
vations. Every fingle Tribune had a negative on the whole. But 
Tiberius, thus fuddenry flopped in his career, became the more im- 
petuous and confirmed in his purpofe. Having adjourned the af- 
fernbly to another day, he prepared a motion more violent than the 
former, in which he erafed all the claufes by which he had endea- 
voured to foften the hardlhips likely to fall on die rich. He propofed,, 
that, without expecting any compenfation, they ihould abfolutely 

cede the furplus of their pofTeffions, as being obtained by fraud and 
injuftice. 

In this time of fufpence, the controversy began to divide the co- 
lonies and free, cities of Italy, and was warmly agitated wherever 
the citizens had extended their property. The rich and the poor 
took oppofite fides. They 'Collected their arguments, and they mus- 
tered their ftrength. The firft had recourfe to the topics which are 
commonly employed on the fide of prefcription, urging that, in 
feme cafes, they had pofTefTed their eftates from time immemorial 

*° .Appiaa. dc Bell. Cir- 
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and that the lands they poffeffed were become valuable, only in con- 
fequence cf the induftry and labour which they themfelves had em- 
ployed to improve them : that, in other cafes, they had actually bought 
their eilate^ : that the public faith, under which they were fuffered 

to purchafe, was now engaged to protect and fecure their pofleffion ; 

that, in reliance on this faith, they had erected, on thefe lands, the 
fepulchres of their fathers ; they had pledged them for the dowries 
of their wives and the portions of their children, and mortgaged 
them as fecuritv for the debts thev had contracted : that a law re- 
gulating or limiting the farther encreaie or accumulation of property 

might be fuffered ; but that a law, having a retrofpeQ, and operat- 
ing in violation of the rights, and to the ruin of fo many families, 

was altogether unjuit, and even impracticable in the execution. 

The roor, on the contrary, pleaded their own indigence and their 
its ; urged that they were no longer in a capacity to fill the ftation 
of Roman citizens or cf freemen, nor in a condition to fettle fami- 
lies or to rear children, the future hopes of the commonwealth : 
that no private perfon could plead immemorial poffeffion of lands 

which had been acquired for the public. They enumerated the wars 
which they themfelves, or their anceftors, had maintained in the con- 
quest cf thofe lands. They concluded, that every citizen was en- 
tided to his fhare of the public conquefls ; and that the arguments 



which were urged to fupport the poffcffions of the nobles, only tended 
to fhxw how preiumptuous and infolent fuch usurpations, if fuffered 
to remain, were likely to become. - 

This mode of reaibning appears plaulible ; but it is dangerous to 
adopt by halves even reafon itielf. If it were reafonable that every 
Roman citizen fliould have an equal fhare of the conquered lands, 
it wa^ lull more reafonable, that the original proprietors, from whom 
thofe lauds had been unjuflly taken, fliould have them reftored. If, 

in this, the maxims of reafon and juftice had been obferved, Rome 

would 
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would have ftili been a fmall community, and might have atied 
with fafety on the principles of equality which are fuited to a fmall 

republic. But the Romans, becoming fovereigns of a great and ex- 
ten five territory, muft adopt the difparities, and fubmit to the fub or- 
dinations, which mankind uiiiverfally have found natural, and even 

neceflary, to their government in fuch fituations. 

Multitudes of people from all parts of Italy, fome earnefliy de- 
firous to have the law enacted, others to have it fet afide, crowded 
to Rome to attend the decilion of the queftion ; and Gracchus, with- 
out dropping his intention, as ufual, upon the negative of his col- 
league, only bethought himfelf how he might furmount, or remove 
this obftruction. 

Having hitherto lived in perfonal intimacy with Oclavius, he 
tried to gain him in private ; and having failed in this attempt, he 

entered into expoftulations with him, in prefence of the public af- 
fcmbly ; defired to know, whether he feared to have his own eftate 
impaired by the effects of the law ; for if fo, he offered to indemnify 
him fully in whatever he might fuffer by the execution of it : and 
being ftill unable to (hake his colleague, who was fupported by the 
countenance of the Senate and the higher ranks of men in the State, 
he determined to try the force of his Tribunitian powers to compel 
him, laid the State itfeif under a general interdict:, fealed up the 
doors of the treafury, fufpended the proceedings in the courts of the 
Prsctors, and put a (top to all the functions of office in the city.. 

All the nobility and fuperior clafs of the People went into mourn- 
ing. Tiberius, in his turn, endeavoured to alarm the pafiions of 
his party ; and believing, or pretending to believe, that he himfelf 
was in danger of being arfaifinated^ had a number of perfons with: 
arms to defend his perfon* 

While the city was in this (late of fufpence and confufion, the Tribes 

were again aflembled, and Tiberius, in defiance of. the negative of 

Vol, L P p his* 
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Iris colleague, was proceeding to call the votes, when many of the 
People, alarmed by this intended violation of the facred law, crowded in 
before the Tribe that was moving to ballot, and feized the urns. A 
great tumult was likely to arife. The popular party, being mofl 
numerous, were crowding around their leader, when two Senators, 
Manlius and Fulvius, both of confular dignity, fell at his feet, em- 
braced his knees, and befeeched him not to proceed. Overcome 
with the refpect. that was due to perfons of this rank, and with the 

fenfe of fome impending calamity, he afked, What they would have 
him to do r " The cafe," they faid, " is too arduous for us to de- 
* c cide ; refer it to the Senate, and await their decree." 

Proceedings were accordingly fufpcnded until the Senate had met, 

and declared a refolution not to confirm the law. Gracchus re- 
fumed the fubjecT: with the People, being determined either to remove, 

or to flight the negative of his colleague. He propofed, that either 
the refractory Tribune, or himfelf, fhould be immediately ftript of 

* 

his dignity. He defired that O&avius fhould put the queflion firft, 
Whether Tiberius Gracchus fhould be degraded ? This being de- 
clined as irregular and vain, he declared his intention to move in the 
affembly, on the following day, That O&avius fhould be diverted of 

the character of Tribune. 

Hitherto all parties had proceeded agreeably to the laws and con- 
futation of the commonwealth ; but this motion, to degrade a Tri- 
bune, by whatever authority, was equally fubverfive of both. The 
perfon and dignity of Tribunes, in order that they might be fecure 
from violence, whether offered by any private perfon, public magi- 
ftrate, or even by the People themfelves, were guarded by the moft 
facred vows. Their peribns, therefore, during the continuance of 
their office, were facred ; fo long their character was indelible, and, 

without their own conient, they could not be removed by any 
power whatever. 

2 The 
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The aflembly, however, being met in confequence of this alarm- c 

ing adjournment, Tiberius renewed his prayer to Octavius to with- 
draw his negative ; but not prevailing in this requeft, the Tribes 

were directed to proceed. The votes of feventecn were already 
given to degrade. In taking thofe of the eighteenth, which would 
have made a majority, the Tribunes made a paufe, while Tiberius 
embraced his colleague, and, with a voice to be heard by the multi- 
tude of the People, befceched him to fpare himfelf the indignity,, 
and others the regret, of fq fevere, though neceifary, a meafure, 

Octavius fhook : but, obferving the Senators who were prefent, re- 
covered his refolution, and bid Tiberius proceed as he thought proper. 

The votes of the majority were accordingly declared, and O&avius, 

reduced to a private flation, was dragged from the Tribunes benchj, 

and expofed to the rage of the populace. Attempts were made 

on his life, and a faithful Have, that endeavoured to fave him,, 

was dangeroufly wounded ; but a number of the more refpectable 

citizens interpofed, and Tiberius himfelf was active in favouring his 
efcape. 

This obftacle being removed, the act fo long depending, for tex 
making a more equal divifion of lands, was palled ; and three com- 
mhTioners, Tiberius Gracchus, Appius Claudius, his father-in-law, 
and his brother, Caius Gracchus, then a youth ferving under Pub- 
lius Scipio at the fiege of Numantia, were named to cany the law 
into execution. 

This act, as it concerned the intereft of almoft every inhabitant of 
Italy, immediately railed a great ferment in every part of the 

country. Perfons holding confiderable eftates in land were alarmed 
for their property. The poor were elated with the hopes of be- 
coming fuddenly rich* If there was a middling clafs not to be- 
greatly affected in their own fituation, they ftill trembled for the 
effects, of a conteft between fuch parties. The Senate endeavoured 

Pp z to. 
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to delay the execution of the law, withheld the ufual aids and ap- 
pointments given to the commilli oners of the People in the ordi- 
nary admirultration of public trufts, and waited for a fit opportunity 

to fuppreis entirely this hazardous project. Parties looked on each 
other with a gloomy and fufpicious filence. A perfon, who had been 

active in procuring the Agrarian Law, having died in this critical 
juncture, his death was alleged to be the effect of poifon administered 
by the oppofite party. Numbers of the people, to countenance a re- 
port to this purpofe, went into mourning ; even Gracchus, affecting 
to believe a like deilgn to be forming againfl himfelf, appeared, with his 
children and their mother, as fuppliants in the ftreets, and implored 
the protection of the People. Still more to intereft their pafiions in 
his iafety, he published a lift of the acts which he then had in view, 
all tending to gratify the People, or to mortify the Senate. Attalus, 
king of Pergamus, having, about this time, bequeathed his domi- 
nions and his treafure to the Romans, Gracchus procured an act 
to transfer the adminiftration of this inheritance from the Senate to 
the People ; and to diftribute the money found in the treafury of 
Pergamus to the poorer citizens, the better to enable them to cultivate 
and to flock the lands which were now to be given them. He ob- 
tained another act to circumfcribe the power of the Senate, by join- 
ing the Equeflrian order with the Senators in the nomination to juries, 

or in forming the occifional tribunals of juftice. 

Thefe, with the preceding attempts to abolilh or to weaken the 
ariftocratical part of the government, were juflly alarming to every 
perfon who was anxious for the prefervation of the State. As the 
policy of this Tribune tended to fubftitute popular tumults for fobcr 
councils and a regular magistracy, it gave an immediate profpect of 
anarchy, which threatened to produce fome violent ufurpation. The 
facred office which he fo much abufed, had ferved, on cccafions, to 
check the caprice of the People, as well as to reflrain the abufe of the 

executive 
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executive power. The late violation it had fuffered, was likely to render 
it entirely unfit for the firft of thefe purpofes, and to make the Tribune 
an inftrument to execute the momentary will of the People, or to 
make the continuance of his truft depend upon his willingnefs to 
ferve this purpofe. Tiberius heard himfelf arraigned in the Forum, 

and in every public affembly, for the violation of the facred law. 
" If any of your colleagues," faid Titus Annius (whom he profecuted 

for a fpeech in the Senate), u fhould interpofe in my behalf, would 
" you have him alfo degraded ?" 

The People in general began to be fenfible of the enormity they 

themfelves had committed, and Tiberius found himfelf under a ne- 
ceflity of pleading for the meafure he had taken, after it had been 
carried into execution. The perfon of the Tribune, he obferved, 
was facred ; becaufe it was confecrated by the People, whom the Tri- 
bunes reprefented : but if the Tribune, inconfiflent with his character, 
Ihould injure where he was appointed to protect, mould weaken a 
claim he was appointed to enforce, and withhold from the People 
that right of decifion which he was appointed to guard, the Tribune, 

not the People, was to blame for the eonfequences. 

" Other crimes," he faid, " may be enormous, yet may'not deftroy 
" the eflence of the Tribunitian character. An attempt to demolifli 
" the Capitol, or to burn the fleets of the republic, might excite an 
" univerfal and juft indignation, without rendering the perfon of the 
" Tribune who mould be accufed of them lefs facred. But an at- 

4 

u tempt to take away the power by which his own office' fubfifts, and 
" which is centred in himfelf only for the better exertion of that 
" power, is a voluntary and criminal abdication of the truft. What 
" is the Tribune but the officer of the People ? Strange ! that this 
" officer may, by virtue of authority derived from the People, drag 
" even the Conful himfelf to prifon, and yet that the People them- 

" felves 
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boos. « felves cannot depofe their ovrn officer, when he is about to annul 

" the authority by which he himfeif is appointed. 



" Was ever authority more facred than that of king? It in- 
volved in itfelf the prerogatives of every magiftrate, and was like- 
wife conlecrated by holding the priefthood of the immortal gods. 



" Yet did not the People bamih Tarquin ? and thus, for the offence 
" of one man, abolifli the primitive government, under the aufpices 
" of which the foundations of this city were laid. 

* ; What more facred at Rome than the perfons of the Venal Vir- 
" gins, who have the cuftody of the holy fire ? Yet are they not for 
u flight offences fometimes buried alive ? Impiety to the gods being 



u fuppofed to cancel a title which reverence to the gods had conferred, 
u muft not injuries to the People fupprefs an authority which a re- 
u gard to the People has conftituted ? 

** That perfon muft fall, who himfeif removes the bafe on which 

u he is fupported. A majority of the Tribes creates a Tribune ; 
" Cannot the whole depofe r What more facred than the things 
u which are dedicated at the fhrines of the immortal gods ? yet thefe 

u the People may employ or remove at plcafure. Why net transfer 
tt the Tribunate, as a confecrated title, from one perfon to another I 

* Mav not the whole People, by their fovereign authority, do what 
M every perfon in this facred office is permitted to do, when he re- 
** iigns or abdicates his power by a fimple expreulon of his will." 

Thefe fpecious arguments tended to introduce the plea of necefiity 
where there was no foundation for it^ and to fet the fovereign power, 
in every fpecies of government, loofe from- the rules which itfelf had 
enacted. Sucri arguments accordingly had no effect where the in- 
tereft of the parties did not concur to enforce them. Tiberius faw 
bis credit on the decline. He was publicly menaced with impeach- 
jaent,. and had given Efficient provocation to make him apprehend 

that,. 
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that, upon the expiration of his office, fome violence might be of- 

■ 

fered to himfelf". His perfon was guarded only by the facred cha- 
racter of the Tribune. The firft ftep he mould make in the new 

character he was to affurne, as commiffioner for the divifion of lands, 

was likely to terminate his life. He refolved, if poffiblc, to take fhelter 

in the Tribunate another year, and, to procure this favour from the 
People, gave farther expectations of popular acts ; of one to fliorten 

the term of military fervice, and of another to grant an appeal to the 

People from the courts of juftice lately eftablifhed. 

The Senate, and every citizen who profeffed a regard to the con- 
ftitution, were alarmed. This attempt, they faid, to perpetuate the 
Tribunitian power in the fame perfon, tends directly to tyranny. The 

ufurper, with the lawlefs multitude that fupports him, muft foon 
expel from the public aflemblies every citizen who is inclined to mo- 
deration ; and, together with the property of our lands, to which 

they already afpire, make themfelves mailer of the State. Their 

leader, it feems, like every other tyrant, already thinks that his fafety 
depends upon the continuance of his power. 

In this feverifh ftate of fufpence and anxiety, great efforts were 
made to determine the elections. The time of choofing the Tri- 
bunes was now fall approaching : Roman citizens, difperfed on their 
lands throughout Italy, were engaged in the harveft, and could not 
repair to the city. On the day of election the aflembly was ill at- 
tended, efpecially by thofe who were likely to favour Tiberius. He 
being rejected by the firft Tribes that moved to the ballot, his friends 
endeavoured to amufe the affembly with forms, and to protract the 
debates, till obferving that the field did not fill, nor the appearance 
change for the better, they moved to adjourn to the following day. 

In this recefs Tiberius put on mourning, went forth to the ftreets 
with his children, and, in behalf of haplefi iftfatits, that might al- 

,l Orofius, lib. v. c. 8. 
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ready be confidered as orphans, on the eve of lofing their parent in 

the caufe of freedom, implored the protection of the People ; gave 
cut that the party of the rich, to hinder his being re-elected, had 
determined to force their way into his houfe in the night, and to 
murder him. Numbers were affected by thefe difmal reprefent- 
ations : a multitude crowded to his doors, and watched all night 
in the ftreets. 

■ 

On the arrival of morning and the approach of the affembly, the 
declining appearance of his affairs fuggefted prefages; and the fuper- 
ftition of" the times has furnifhed hiftory with the omens, by which 
hirnfelf and his friends were greatly difmayed. He, neverthelefs, with 

* 

a crowd of his partizans, took his way to the Capitol, where the 

People had been appointed to affemble. His attendants multiplied) 
and numbers from the affembly defcended the fteps to meet him. 
Upon his entry a fliout was raifed, and his party appeared fufficiently 
ftrong, if not to prevail in their choice, perhaps by their violence to 
deter every citizen of a different mind from attending the election. 

A chofen body took pod round the perfon of Tiberius, with di- 
rection to iufier no arranger to approach him. A fignal was agreed 
upon, in cafe it were neceffary to employ force. Mean time the Se- 
nators, on their part, were haftily affembled in the Temple of Faith, 

in anxious deliberations on the meafures to be followed. 

■ 

When the firft tribe delivered their votes, a confufion arofe among 
the People. Numbers from the more diftant parts of the affembly 
began to prefs forward to the centre. Among others, Fulvius Fla,ccus, 
a Senator yet attached to Tiberius, being too far off to be heard, 
beckoned with his hand that he would fpeak with the Tribunes. 
Having made his way through the multitude, he informed Tiberius, 

that a refolution was taken in the Senate to refift him by force; and 
that a party of Senators, with their clients and Haves, was arming 
againft his life. All who were near enough to hear this information, 

2 took 
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took the alarm, faatched the ftaves from the officers that attended the 
Tribunes, and tucked up their robes as for immediate violence. 
The alarm fpread through the affembly, and many called out to 
know the caufe, but no diftinct account could be heard. Tiberius, 

having in vain attempted to fpeak, made a fign, by waving his hand 
round his head, that his life was in danger. This fign, together with 
the hoftile and menacing appearances that gave rife to it, being in- 

flantly reported in the Senate, and interpreted as a hint given to the 
People, that it was neceflary he mould be crowned, or that he mould 

alfume the fovereignty, the Senate immediately refolved, in a form 

that was ufual on alarming occafions, that the Confui mould provide 

for the fafety of the State. This refolution was fuppofed to confer a 

dictatorial power, and was generally given when immediate exe- 
cution or fummary proceedings were deemed to be neceflary, without 

even fufficient time for the formalities obferved in naming a Dictator. 
The Confui Mucius Scarvola, who had been in concert with Tiberius 
in drawing up the fir ft frame of his law, but who probably had left 
him in the extremes to which he afterwards proceeded; on the 
prefent occafion, however, declined to employ force againft a Tri- 
bune of the People, or to difturb the Tribes in the midft of their legal 
affembly. " If they lhall come," he faid, " to any violent or illegal 
" determination, I will employ the whole force of my authority to 
" prevent its effects." 

In this expreflion of the Confui there did not appear to the audi- 
ence a proper difpofition for the prefent occafion. The laws were 
violated : A defperate party was prepared for any extremes : All 
fober citizens, and even many of the Tribunes, had fled from the 

tumult : The priefts of Jupiter had fhut the gates of their temple : 

The laws, it was faid, ought to govern ; but the laws cannot be 
pleaded by thofe who have fet them afide, and they are no longer of 

any avail, unlefs they are reftored by fome exertion of vigour, fit to 
Vol. I. Q^q counteract 
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counteract the violence that has been offered to them. " The Con- 

" ful," faid Scipio Nafica, " deferts the republic ; let thofe who wifh 

" to preferve it, follow me." The Senators inftantly arofe, and 
moving in a body, which encreafed as they went, by the concourle of 
their client?, they feized the fhafts of the fafces, or tore up the 
benches in their way, and, with their robes wound up, in place of 

mi elds, on their left arm, broke into the midfl of the afTembly of the 
People. 

Tiberius, furrounded by a numerous multitude, found his party 
unable to refift the awe with which they were ftruck by the prefence 

of the Senate and Nobles. The few who refitted were beat to the 
ground. He himfelf, while he fled, being feized by the robe, flipped 
■ it from his moulders and continued to fly; but he Humbled in the 
crowd, and, while he attempted to recover himfelf, was flain with 
repeated blows. His body, as being that of a tyrant, together with 

the killed of his party, amounting to about three hundred, as ac- 
complices in a treafonable defign againfl the republic, were denied 

the honours of burial, and thrown into the river. Some of the moil: 
active of his partifans that efcaped, were afterwards cited to appear, 

and were outlawed or condemned. 

Thus, in the heats of this unhappy difpute, both the Senate and 

the People had been carried to ads of violence that infulted the laws 

and CGnfLirutlon of their country. This conflitution was by no 

means too Uriel and formal to contend with fuch evils ; for, befides 
admitting a general latitude of conduct fcarcely known under any 
other political eftabllihment, it had provided expedients for great and 
dangerous occafi on ?, which were fufneient to extricate the common- 
wealth from greater extremities than thofe to which it had been re- 
duced in the courfe of tfeis unfortunate conteft. 

The People, when reftrained from their objeel by the negative of 
one of their Tribunes, had only to wait for the expiration of his 

office* 
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office, when, by a new election, they might fb model the college as 
to be fecure of its unanimous confent in the particular meafures to 
which they were then inclined. The precipitant violation of the 
facred law, a precedent which, if followed, muft have rendered the 
Tribunes mere inftruments of popular violence, not bars to reft rain 
oppreflion, filled the minds of the People with remorfe and horror, 
and gave to the Senate and Nobles a dreadful apprehenfion of what 
they were to expect from a party capable of fucli a profane and vio- 
lent extreme. 

The policy of Tiberius Gracchus on the other hand, the laws he 
had obtained, his own re-election to fecure the execution, and the 
fequel of his plan, feemed to threaten the republic with diftraction 
and anarchy, likely to end in his own ufurpation, or in that of fome 

more artful demagogue. But even under thefe gloomy expectations 
the Senate could, by naming a Dictator, or by the commiflion which 
they actually gave to the Conful, have recourle to a legal preventive, 
and might have repelled the impending evil by meafures equally de- 
ciiive and powerful, though more legal than thofe they employed. 
But the Conful, it feems, was fufpected of connivance with the op- 
pofite party, had received his own commifhon coldly, and could 
not be entrufled with the choice of a Dictator. 

In thefe extremities, the violent refolution that was taken by the 

Senate appears to have been neceffary ; and probably for the pre- 

fent faved the republic ; preferved it indeed, not in a found, but in 
a fickly ftatc, and in a fever, which, with fome intermifiions, at 
every return of limilar diforders, threatened it with the diholution 
and ruin of its whole conftitution. 

The diforders that arife in free States which are beginning to cor- 
rupt, generally furnifh very difficult questions in the cafuiftry of po- 
litical. Even the ftruggles of virtuous citizens, becaufe they do 
not prevent, are ibmetimes fuppofed to haften, the ruin of their 

Q q 2 country. 
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country. The violence of the Senate, on this occafion, was by 
manv confidered with averfion and horror. The fubverfion of go- 
vernment, that was likely to have followed the policy of Gracchu3, 
becaufe it did not take place, was overlooked ; and the reftitution of 
order, effected by the Senate, appeared to be a tyranny eftablifhed 
in blood. The Senators themfelves were ftruck with fome degree of 
remorfe,. and, what is dangerous in politics, took a middle courfe be- 
tween the extremes. They were cautious not to infiame animofities, 
by any immoderate ufe of their late victory, nor by any immediate 
oppofition to the execution of the popular law. They wifhed to 
atone for the violences lately committed againft the perfon of its 
author ; thev permitted Fulvius Flaccus and Papirius Carbo, two of 
the moft daring leaders of the popular faction, to be elected com- 

miffioners for the execution of the Agrarian law, in the room of 

Tiberius and Appius Claudius, of whom the latter alfo died about 

this time ; and, in order to ftifle animofities and refentments, con- 

fented that, under pretence of an embafly to Pergamus, Scipio Nafica 
fhould be removed from Rome. In confequence of this commiffion, 
this illuftrious citizen, the lineal defcendant of one of the Scipios who 
pe rimed in Spain in the time of the fecond Punic war, himfelf an 
ornament to the republic, died in a fpecies of exile, though under an 

honourable title. 

In the midft of fuch agitations, foreign affairs were likely to be 
much overlooked. They proceeded, however, under the conduct 

of the officers to whom they were entrufted, with the ufual fuccefs ; 
and the Senate, having the reports made nearly about the fame time, 
of the pacification of Lufitania, the deftrudtion of Numantia, and 

the reduction and punifliment of the flaves in Sicily, named com- 

mhTioners to act in conjunction with the generals commanding in thofe. 

ieveral fervices, in order to fettle their provinces. 

Brutus 
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Brutus and Scipio had their fevcral triumphs ; one with the title 
bf Galaicus, for having reduced the Gallicians ; the other, ftill pre- 
ferring the title of Africanus to that of Numantinus, which was of- 
fered to him for the fack of Numantia. 

The arrival of this refpectable citizen was anxioufly looked for by- 
all parties, more to know what judgment he might pafs on the 
late operations at Rome, than on account of the triumph he obtained 
over enemies once formidable to his country. He was the near re- 
lation of Gracchus, and might, under pretence of revenging the 
death of that demagogue, have put himfelf at the head of a formid- 
able party. He was himfelf perfonally refpedted and beloved by 

numbers of the citizens, who had carried arms under his command* 

who were recently arrived in Italy crowned with victory, and 

who might poffibly, under pretence of vindicating the rights of the 
People, employ their arms againft the republic. But the time of 
fuch criminal views on the commonwealth was not yet arrived. Scipio 
already, upon hearing the fate of Gracchus, had exprefTed, in fome 
words that efcaped him, his approbation of the Senate's conduct. 
" So may every perfon perifh," he faid, " who fhall dare to commit 
" fuch crimes Soon after his arrival from Spain, Papirius Carbo, 
the Tribune, called upon him aloud, in the affembly of the People, 
to declare what he thought of the death of Gracchus. " I muft 
** think," he faid, " that if Gracchus meant to overturn thegovern- 
" ment of his country, his death was fully merited.' ' This decla- 
ration the multitude interrupted with murmurs of averfion and rage. 

Upon which Scipio, raifmg his tone, exprefled the contempt under 
which it feems that the populace of Rome had already fallen. " I 

" have been accuftomed," he faid, " to the Ihout of warlike enemies, 

" and cannot be affected by your daftardly cries." Then alluding 

" Plutarch, in Vit. Tiberii Gracchi, 

to 
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to the number of enfranchifed (laves that were enrolled with the 
Tribes of the city, upon a fecond cry of difpleafure, he continued, 
" Peace, ye aliens and ftep-children of Italy I3 . You are now free^ 
<c but many of you I have brought to this place in fetters, and fold 
" at the halbert for flaves." Some were abalhed by the truth, and 
all by the boldnefs of this contemptuous reproach, and (hewed that 
popular aflemblies, though veiled with fupreme authority, may be 
fome times infulted, as well as courted, with fuccels. 

The part which Scipio took on this occafion was the more re- 
markable, that he himfelf was to be reckoned among the poorer ci- 
tizens, and might have been a gainer by the rigorous execution of the 

Liciaian law. His whole inheritance, according to Pliny? amounted 

to thirty-two pound?, or three hundred and twenty ounces of fdver, 
which might be new valued at about two hundred and eighty pounds 
fieri ing. 

Papirius Carbo fpent the year of his Tribunate in fomenting the 
animofity of the People againft the Senate, and in promoting dan- 
gerous innovations. He obtained a law, by which the votes of the 

People, in queftiens of legiflation as well as election '% and the opi- 
nions of the judges in determining caufes, were to be taken by ballot. 

He was lefs fuccefsful in the motion he made for a law to enable 
the fame perfon to be repeatedly chofen into the office of Tribune. 
He was fupported in this motion by Caius Gracchus ; oppofed by 
Scipio, Lzlius, and the whole authority of the Senate ,5 , who dreaded 
the perpetuating in any one perfon a power, which the facrednefs of 
the character, and the attachment of the populace, rendered almoft fo- 

vereisrn and irrefiftible. 

While the interefts of party were exerted in thefe feveral queftions 
at home, the State was laying the foundation of new quarrels abroad, 

15 Vc!le:u5 Patcrcolu;, lib. ii. c. 4. 14 Cic. de Legibus, lib. iif. 

i; Cic. ceArciciria. 
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and opening a fccne of depredation and conqueft in what was then CHAP, 
tne wealthier!: part of the known world. Soon after the death of » — . - _f 
Attalus, king of Pergamus, who had bequeathed his kingdom to the 
Romans, Ariftonicus, his natural brother, being the illegitimate fon of 
Eumenes, made pretenfions to the throne of Pergamus, and was fup- 
ported by a powerful party among the people. The Romans did not 
fail to maintain their right : Craflus, one of the Confuls of the pre- 
ceding year, had been fent with an army into Afia for that purpofe, u. C. 622 
but in his firft encounter with Ariftonicus was defeated and taken. 
Pie was afterwards killed while a captive in the hands of the enemy; 

having intentionally provoked one of his guards to lay violent hands 

on him, and thus ended a life which he thought was diflionoured by 
his preceding defeat. 

The following year, the Conful Perperna being fent on this fervice, 
and having, with better fortune than Craflus, defeated and taken 

Ariftonicus, got pofTeffion of the treafure and kingdom of Attalus, 
but died in his command at Pergamus. From this time the Romans 
took a more particular concern than formerly in the affairs of Afia. 
They employed Scipio Emilianus, with Sp. Mummius, and L. Me- 

tellus, on a commiflion of obfervation to that country. We are 
told that the equipage of Scipio upon this occafion confifted of 
feven flaves ; and this, as a mark or characteristic of the times, 
is perhaps more interefting than any thing elfe we could be told of 
the embaffy. The object of the commiftion appears to have related to 
Egypt as well as to Alia ,6 , though there was not any power in either 
that feemed to be in condition to alarm the Romans. Ptolemy Euer- 
gates had fucceeded to the throne of Egypt, but was expelled by the 
people of Alexandria. Antiochus, king of Syria, had been recently 
engaged in a very unfuccefsful war with the Parthians ; and it had 
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not yet appeared how fir it concerned the Romans to obferve the 
king of Pontus, or to confider of the meafures to be taken againft 

him. for the fecurity of their poiTeiTions in Afia. 

In whatever degree the Roman embaffy found worthy obje&s of 

attention in the ftate cf the Aiiatic powers, matters were haftening 
in Italy to a {rate of great diftraction and ferment, on account of the 
"violence with which the Agrarian law was put in execution by Pa- 
pirius Carbo, Fulvius Flaccus, and Caius Gracchus, the commiflioners 

4 

appointed for this purpofe. As the law authorifed them to call upon all 

perfons pofTeHed cf public lands to evacuate them, and fubmit to a- 

legal divifion ; they, under this pretence, brought into queftion all 

the rights of property throughout Italy, and took from one and gave 
to another as fuited their pleaiure ; fume fuffered the diminution of 
their eitates with fdent rage ; others complained that they were vio- 
lently removed from lands which they had cultivated, to barren and 

inhofpitable fituations \ even they who were fuppofed to be favoured, 
complained of the lots they received. Many were aggrieved, none 
were fatisfied. 

Moved by the reprefentations which were made of thefe abufes, 
Scipio, at his return from Afia, made an harangue in the Senate, by 
which he drew upon himfelf an invective from Fulvius, one of the 
coram liHoners. He did not propofe to repeal the law, but that the 
execution of it mould be taken out of the hands of fo pernicious a 
faction, and committed to the Conful Sempronius Tuditanus, who 

remained in the adminiftration of affairs in Italy, while his colleague 
Aquilius had gone to Afia to finim the tranfa&ion in the conduct of 
which Perperna died. 

It is mentioned that Scipio, in this fpeech to the Senate, complained 
of infults and threats to his own perfon, which induced all the mem- 
bers, with a great body of the more refpe&able citizens, to attend 
him in procefhon to his own houfe. Next morning he was found 

a dead 
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• dead in his bed 17 ; and, notwithftanding the fufpicions of violence 
tranfmitted by different authors, nothing certain appears upon record \ 

and no in que ft was ever made to difcover the truth of thefe reports. 
This illuftrious citizen, notwithftanding his fervices*. had incurred 

fo much the difpleafure of the People, that he had not the honours 
of a public funeral. If he had not died at this critical time, the Se- 
nate, it was fuppofed, meant to have named him Dictator, for the pur- 
pofe of purging the State of the evils with which it was now opprefTed. 

The occafion, however, was not fufticlent to make the Senate 
perfift in their intention to name a Dictator ; nor is there any thing 

material recorded as having happened during a few of the follow- 

♦ 

ing years. Quintus Cxcilius Metellus Macedonicus, and Quintus 
Pompeius, were Cenfors ; both of Plebeian extraction; of which this 

is recorded as the firft example. Metellus, at the Cenfus, made a 
memorable fpeech, in which he recommended marriage,, the efta- 

blifhment of families, and the rearing of children. This fpeech be- 
ing preferved, will recur to our notice again, being read by Au- 
guftus in the Senate, as a leflbn equally applicable to the age in which 
he lived. 

The people who were fit to carry arms, as appeared at their en- 
rolment, amounted to three hundred and feventeen thoufand eight 
hundred and twenty-three. But what is moft memorable in the 
tranfadtions of this mufter, was the difgrace of Caius Attinius Labeo,. 
who, being ftruck off the rolls of the Senate by Metellus,, afterwards 
became Tribune of the People 3 and, by the difficulty with which 
the effect of his unjuft revenge came to be prevented, mowed the 
folly of making the will of any officer facred, in order to reftrain the- 

commiffion of wrongs* 

Metellus, in returning from the country, about noon, while the 

market-place was thin of people,, found hirafelf fuddenly appre- 

" Cic. dc Amicitia. 

Vol. I. R r Bended; 
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hended by this vindictive Tribune, and ordered to be thrown, imme- 
diately from the Tarpeian Rock. The people aflembled in crowds, 
were fenfible of the Tribune's breach of the facred truft repofed in 
him ; and, accofting Metellus by the name of Father, lamented his 
fate : but, unlefs another Tribune could be found to interpofe in his 

favour, there was no other power in the commonwealth that could, 
without fuppofed profanation, interrupt a Tribune even in the com- 
milTion of a crime. Metellus ftruggled to obtain a delay, was over- 
powered and dragged through the ftreets, while the violence he fuffered 
made the blood to fpring from his noftrils. A Tribune was with 
difficulty found in time to fave his life ; but Attinius having, with a 
lighted fire and other forms of confecration, devoted his eftate to 
facred ufes, it is alleged that he never recovered it 18 . 

Such was the weak ftate to which the government was reduced 

by the late popular encroachments, that this outrageous abufe 
of power was never punifhed ; and fuch the moderation of this 

great man's family, that though lie himfelf lived fifteen years in 
high credit after this accident, faw his family raifed to the higheft 
dignities, and was carried to his grave by four fons, of whom one 
hid been Cenfor, two had triumphed, three had been Conluls, and 
the fourth, then Prartor, was candidate for the Confulate, which he 
obtained in the following year ; yet no one of this powerful family 
chofe to encreafe the difturbances of the commonwealth, by at- 
tempting to revenge the outrage which their father had fuffered 

Gnus Attinius is mentioned as being the perfon who obtained the 
admiifion of the Tribunes, in right of their office, as members of the 
Senate *°. 

'* Piia. lib. vii. c. 44. Cicero, in plead- teiltis, but denies the effect of it. Pro domo 
ing to have his hoafe refrored to him, fua, c. 47. 
though devoted to facred uies, ftates the 19 Plin. lib. vii. c. 44. 
form of coafccraticn in the cafe cf Ms- " A. Gellius, lib. xiv. c. 8. 

The 



OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. 

P 

The Conful Sempronius, though authorifed by the Senate to re- 

ftrain the violence of the commiffi oners who were employed in the 
execution of the Agrarian law, declined that hazardous bufmefs, 
and chofe rather to encounter the enemy in the province of Iftria, 
where he made fome conquefts and obtained a triumph. 

In the fame turbulent times lived Pacuvius, the tragic poet, and 

Lucilius, inventor of the fatire. The latter, if we fuppofe him to 

be the fame whofe name is found in the lift of Queftors, was a per- 
son of rank, and moved in the line of political preferment. 

Hiftorians mention a dreadful eruption of Mount Etna, the effect 
of fubterraneous fires, which fhaking the foundations of Sicily and 

the neighbouring illands, gave explofions of flame, not only from 
the crater of the mountain, but likewife from below the waters of 
the fea, and forced fudden and great inundations over the iflands of 
Lipare and the neighbouring coafts. 
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CHAP.. III. 



State of the Italian Allies •, and the Views which now began to be con- 
ceived by them. Appearance of Caius Gracchus. Rcfolution 

to purge the City of Aliens. Confulate and faclious Motions of 

Fulvius Flaccus. Con/piracy of Frige lla fuppreffed. Caius 

Gracchus returns to Rome. Offers himfelf Candidate for the Tri- 
bunate. Addrefs of Cornelia. Tribunate and Acts of Caius 

Gracchus. Re-eleclion. Propofal to admit the Inhabitants of 

Italy on the Rolls cf Roman Citizens. Popular A els of Gracchus 

and Livius. The Senate begin to prevail. Death of Caius 

Gracchus and Fulvius. 



BOOK. ' I ^HE eruption of Mount Etna, and the other particulars re- 
, _. JL lating to the natural hiftory of Italy, with the mention of 

which we concluded our lafl Chapter, were confidered as prodigies, 
and as the prefages of evils which were yet to afflict the republic. 
At this time indeed the State of Italy feemed to have received the 
feeds of much trouble, and to contain ample materials of civil com- 
U. C. 6:7. buflion. The citizens, for whom no provifion had been made at their 

return from military fervice, or who thought themfelves partially 
dealt with in the colonies, the leaders of tumult and faction in the 

city, were now taught to confider the land-property of Italy as their 
joint inheritance. They were, in imagination, distributing their lots, 
and felecting their fhares. 

In the mean time, the inhabitants of the Municipia, or free towns, 
and their diftricts, who, not being citizens, ferved the State as allies, 

had reafon to dread the rapacity of fuch needy and powerful matters. 

They themfelves like wife began to repine under the inequality of 

their 
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their condition. They obferved, that while they were fcarcely al- c H A p - 
lowed to retain the pofleflions of their anceftors, Rome, aided by 
their arms, had gained that extenfive dominion, and obtained that 
territory, about which the poor and the rich were now likely, to 
quarrel among themfelves. " The Italian allies," they faid, " mull bleed 

" in this conteft, no lefs than they had done in the foreign or more 
" diftant wars of the commonwealth." They had been made, by the 
profeffions of Tiberius Gracchus, to entertain hopes that every dis- 
tinction in Italy would foon be removed, that every freeman in the 

country would be enrolled as a citizen of Rome, and be admitted to 
all the powers and pretenfions implied in that defignation. The 
confideration of this Subject, therefore, could not be long delayed ; 
and the Roman Senate, already ftruggling with attacks of their fel- 
low-citizens, had an immediate ftorm to apprehend from the allies. 

The revolutions of the State had been fo frequent, and its pro- 
grefs from fmall beginnings to a great empire had been fo rapid, 

* 

that the changes to which men are expofed, and the exertions of 
which they are capable, no where appear fo confpicuous, or are fo 
diftindtly marked. 

In the firft ages the political importance of a Roman citizen ap- 
pears not to have been felt or underftood. Conquered enemies 
were removed to Rome, and their captivity confifted in being forced 
to be Romans, to which they fubmitted with great reluctance. It is 
not to be doubted that every foreigner was welcome to take his place 
as a Roman citizen in the aflembly of the People ; that many were 

admitted into the Senate and fome even on the throne *. It is likely 

alfo, that the firft colonies confidered themfelves as detached from 
the city of Rome, and as forming cantons apart ; for we find 



1 The Claudian family were aliens, 
and an alien from Tarquinii. 

2 



1 Tarquinius Prifcus was of Greek extraftion, 

them, 
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them, like the other States of Italy, occafionally at war with the 
Romans. 

But when the fovereignty of Italy came to be cftabliftied at Rome, 
and was there actually exercifed by the collective body of the People, 
the inhabitants of the colonies, it is probable, laid claim to their votes 
in elections, and prefented themfelves to be inrolled in the Tribes. 

They felt their confequence and their fuperiority over the Municipia, 
or free towns in their neigbourhood, to whom, as a mark of dis- 
tinction and an act of munificence, fome remains of independence 
had been left. Even in this ftate, the rolls of the People had been 
very negligently compiled, or preferred. The Kings, the Confuls, 
the Cenfors, who were the officers, in different ages of the State, 
entrufted with the muflers, admitted on the rolls fuch as prefented 
themfelves, or fuch as they chofe to receive. One Conful invited 
all the free inhabitants of Latium to poll in the afTemblies of the 
People another rejected them, and in time of elections forbid them 
the city. But notwithftanding this prohibition, aliens that were 
brought to Rome on a foot of captivity, were fuffered by degrees to 
mix with the citizens \ The inhabitants of the free towns, remov- 
ing to Rome upon any creditable footing, found eafy admiffion on 
the rolls of fome tribe. The towns complained they were depopu- 
lated. The Romans endeavoured to (hut the gates of their city by 
repeated fcrutinies, and the prohibition of furreptitious enrolments : 
but in vain. The practice {till continued, and the growing privilege, 
distinction, and eminence of a Roman citizen made that title be- 
come the great object of individuals, and of entire cantons. It had 
already been beftowed upon diftricts whofe inhabitants were not dif- 
tinguinSed by any fingular merit with the Roman State. In this 
refpect all the allies were nearly equal ; they had regularly compofed 

3 This happened particular]/ in the cafe of the Campaaiaus. 

at 
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at leaft one half in every Roman army, and had borne an equal c H A p. 
mare in all the dangers and troubles of the commonwealth ; and, 
from having valued themfelves of old on their feparate titles and 
national diftinftions, they began now to afpire to a fhare in the fove- 

reignty of the empire, and wifhed to fink for ever their provincial 
defignations under the general title of Romans. 

Not only the great power that was enjoyed in the afTembly of the 

1 

People, and the ferious privileges that were bellowed by the Porcian 
law, but even the title of citizen in Italy, of legionary foldier in 
the field, and the permiflion of wearing the Roman gown, were now 
ardently coveted as marks of dignity and honour. The city was 

frequented by perfons who hoped feparately to be admitted in 
the Tribes, and by numbers who crowded from the neighbouring 

cantons, on every remarkable day of afTembly, ftill flattering them- 
felves, that the expectations which Gracchus had railed on this im- 
portant fubjedt might foon be fulfilled. 

In this ftate of affairs, the Senate authorized Junius Pennus, one u. C. 627. 
of the Tribunes, to move the People for an edict to prohibit, on EmSii?' 
days of election or public aflembly, this concourfe of aliens, and re- ^Kus'oref 1 " 
quiring all the country towns in Italy to lay claim to their denizens, tes. 
who had left their own corporations* to act: the part of citizens at 
Rome. 

On this occafion, Caius Gracchus, the brother of the late unfor- 
tunate Tribune, Hood forth, and made one of the firfl appearances, 
in which he fhowed the extent of his talents, as well as the party he 
was likely to efpoufe in the commonwealth. This young man, being 
about twenty years of age when the troubles raifed by his elder 

brother had fo much difturbed the republic, and when they ended 

fo fatally for himfelf, had retired upon that cataftrophe' from the 

public view, and made it uncertain whether the fate of Tiberius 
might not deter him, not only from embracing like dangerous 
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counfels, but even from entering at all on the line of political affairs* 

His retirement, however, he fpent in fuch ftudies as were then come 

into repute, on account of their importance, as a preparation for the 
bufmefs of the courts of juftice, of the Senate, and of the popular 

aflemblies ; and the firft appearance he made gave evidence of the 

talents he had acquired for thefe feveral departments. His parts 

feemed to be quicker, and his fpirit more ardent, than that of his 

elder brother ; and the people conceived hopes of having their pre- 
tenfions revived, and more fuccefsfully conducted, than under their 
former leader. The caufe of the country towns, in which he now 
engaged, was fpecious, and tended to form a new, a numerous, and 
a formidable party in Italy, likely to join in every factious attempt 
which might throw the public into diforder, and make way for the 
promifcuous admiffion of aliens on the rolls of the People- This 
caufe, however, was fraught with fo much confufion to the State, 
and tended fo much to leflen the political confequence of thofe who 

were already citizens, that the argument in favour of the refolution 
to purge the city of aliens prevailed, and an act to that purpofe ac- 
cordingly was parTed * in the affembly of the People. 

It deferves to be recorded, that amidft the inquiries fet on foot 
in confequence of this edict, or about this time, Perperna, the father 
of a late Conlul 5 , was claimed by one of the Italian corporations, 
and found not to have been a citizen of Rome. His fon, whom we 
have already mentioned, having vanquifhed and taken Ariftonicus, 
the pretended heir of Attalus r died in his command at Pergamus ; 
and he is accordingly faid to have been a rare example of the caprice 
of fortune, in having been a Roman Conful, though not a Roman 
citizen. This example may confirm what has been obferved of the 

t * 

latitude which officers took in conducting the Cenfus. 

+ Sextns Pompeics Feftus in voce Republica. Cicero in Bruto in Officiis, lib. iii. 
5 Valerias Macmus 9 . lib. iii, c. 4, 

The 
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The fires of fedition which had fometime preyed on the common- c H a p. 
wealth were likely to break out with encreafmg force upon the promo- * -.- _ r 
tion of Fulvius Flaccqs to the dignity of firft magiftrate. This factious m. vizut^l 
citizen had blown up the flame with Tiberius Gracchus, and having J£ p jj"j;. ilw 
fucceeded him in the commiflion for executing the Agrarian law, FiaccUi - 
never failed to carry the torch wherever matter of inflammation 
or general combuftion could be found. By his merit with the po- 
pular party he had attained his prefent eminence, and was deter- 
mined to preferve it by continuing his fervices. He began the func- Leges Ful- 
tions of his office by propofing a law to communicate the right of 
citizens to the allies or free inhabitants of Italy ; a meafure which 
tended to weaken the power of the Senate, and to encreafe the 
number of citizens greatly beyond what could be affembled in one 
collective body. Having failed in this attempt, he fubftituted a 
propofal in appearance more moderate, but equally dangerous, That 
whoever claimed the right of citizen, in cafe of being caft by the 
Cenfors, who were the proper judges, might appeal to the People 
This would have conferred the power of naturalization on the po- 
pular leaders; and the danger of fuch a meafure called upon the 

Senate to exert its authority and influence in having this motion 

alfo rejected. 

When the Conful appeared to be fairly entered on "his career, and, 
by uniting the power of the fupreme magiftracy with that of a com- 
miflioner for dividing the property of lands, was likely to break 
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Senate, and to take his place, The whole body joined in repre- 
sentations againft thefe dangerous meafures, and in a requeft that he 
would withdraw his morions. To thefe applications he made no 



* Appian, de Bell, Civ. lib. i. 

Vol* L S f reply ; 
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rcp'v 7 : but an occafion foon offered, bv which the Senate was cn~ 
abled to divert him from his purpofe. A deputation arrived from 

Marfeilies, then in alliance with Rome, to intreat the fupport of the 
republic ag-ainfl the Salyii, a neighbouring nation, who had invaded 

their territcrie?. The Senate gladly embraced this opportunity to 

find a foreign employment for the Ccnftil, decreed a fpeedy aid to 

the city of Marfeiiles, and appointed M. Fuivius Haccus to that 

fcrvice. Although this incident marred or interrupted for the pre- 
sent his political deiigns, yet he was induced, by the hopes of a 
triumph, to accept of the command which offered, and, by his ab- 
i'ence, to relieve the city for a while from the alarms which he had 
given. Caius Gracchus too was gone in the capacity of Proquscftor to 
Sardinia ; and the Senate, if they could by any pretences have kept 

i hole unquiet fpirits at a diftance, had hopes of reftoring the former 

order of the commonwealth. 

In this interval fome laws are faid to have pafTed refpecling the 
efnee and conduct of the Ceufors. The particulars are not men- 
tioned ; but the object probably was, to render the magtftrate more 
circumlpect in the ad million of thofe who claimed to be numbered 

as citizens. Such was likely to be the policy of the Senate, in the 
able nee cf demagogues, who, by propofing to admit the allies on the 
rolls cf the People, had awakened dangerous pretentions in every corner 
of Italy. It foon appeared how ferioufly thefe pretenfions were 
adopted by the country towns ; for the inhabitants already beftirred 
themielves, and were beginning to devife how they might extort 

by force what they were not Hkely to obtain with confent of the 
original denizens of Rome. A fufpicion having arifen of fuch trea- 
fonable concerts forming at Fregellse, the Pnetor Opimius had a fpeciai 
coirjniffion to inquire into the matter, and to proceed as he Ihould 

7 Val. Max, lib. ix. c. 5. 

find 
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find the occafion required. Having fummoned the chief magistrate c rT A 

i I 1 » 

of the place to appear before him, he received, upon a promife of 
doing no violence to his perfon, full information of the combinations 
that had been forming againft the government of Rome. So in- 

ftru&ed, he affembled fuch a force as was ncceflary to fupport him 
in afferting the authority of the State ; and thinking it ncceflary to 
give a ftriking example in a matter of fo dangerous and infectious a 
nature, he ordered the place to be razed to the ground s . 

By this a£t of fe verity, the deiigns of the allies were for a while U. C. 629. 
fufpended, and might have been entirely fuppreffed, if the factions i,o n J'nus* 
at Rome had not given them frelh encouragement and hopes of fuc- £\ s ? xtlu * 

& b r Calvin u.;. 

cefs or impunity. This tranfaction was fcarcely paft, when Caius 
Gracchus appeared in the city to folicit the office of Tribune ; and, 
by his prefence, revived the hopes of the allies. Having ob- 
ferved, that the Proconful Aurelius Cotta, under whom he fcrved 
as Proqureftor in Sardinia, inftead of being recalled, was continued 
in his command, and furnifhed with reinforcements and fupplies of 
every fort as for a fervice of long duration ; and fufpecting, that this 

meafure was pointed at himfelf, and proceeded from a defign to keep 
him at a diftance from the popular afTemblics, he quitted his ftation 
in. Sardinia, and returned without leave. He was called to account 
by the Cenfors for deferting his duty ; but defended himfelf with 

* 

fuch ability and force, as greatly raifed the expectations which had 
already been entertained by his party y . . , 

The law, he faid, required him only to carry, arms ten years, he 
had actually carried them twelve years ; although he might legally 

9 

have quitted, his ftation of Qureftor at the expiration of one year, 
yet. he had remained in it three years. However willing the Cenfors 
may have been to remove this pelt from the common wealth, they 



8 Liv. lib. Ix. Vclleius Obfcquens. • Cic, lib. ii. De Invcntione ; De Fiuibus, t v. 
Ibid. Rhetoriui, lib, iv. 5 Plutarch, in C. Graccho. 

» - S f 2 . were 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



B o o K ^ ere too -weak to attempt any cenfure in this ftate of his caufe, and in 

— the prefent humour of the People. They endeavoured, in vain, to load 

him with a fhare in the plot of Fregellas ; he ftill exculpated himfelf : 
and, if he had poiTefTed every virtue of a citizen, in proportion to his 
refoiution, application, eloquence, and even feverity of manners, he 
might have been a powerful' fupport to the State. In a fpcech to the 
People, on his return from Sardinia, he concluded with the follow- 
ing remarkable words : 4t The purfe which I carried full to the 
" province, I have brought empty back. Others empty the wine 
" caiks which they carry from Italy, and bring them from the pro- 
41 vinces replenifhed with filver and gold ,0 ." 

In declaring himfelf a candidate for the office of Tribune^ Cains 

Gracchus profefied his intention to propofe many popular laws. The 
Senate exerted all their influence to difappoint his views ; but fuch 
were the expectations of the popular party throughout all Italy, that 

they crowded to the election in greater numbers than could find 

place in the public fquare* They handed and reached out their 

ballots at the windows and over the battlements ; and Gracchus, 
though elected^ was, in confequence of the oppofition given to him, 
onlv fourth in the lift 

0 

Cornelia, the mother of the Gracchi, who, ever fince the death 
of her fon Tiberius, lived in retirement in Campania, upon hearing 
of the career which her fon v Caius % was likely to run, alaTmed at 
the renewal of a fcene which had already occafioned'^er fo much 
forrow, expoftulated with him on the courfe he was taking ; and, 

in an unaifedred and paffionate addrefs, fpoke that ardent zeal for the 
republic, by which the citizens of Rome had been long diftinguifhed. 

This high-minded woman, on whom the entire care of her fa- 
-tairy had devolved by the death of her hufband, whilfl: the children 

" Platarcb, Appian, Orofius, Eutrop. Obfcquens. 

weia 
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were yet in their infancy, or under age, took care, with unufual at ten- c H^A p. 
tion, to have them educated for the rank they were to hold in t lie State,, 
and did not fail even to excite their ambition. When Tiberius, after the 

difgrace of Mancmus, appeared to withdraw from the road of prefer- 
ments and honours, " How long," flie fait], " fhall I be diftinguifned 

" as the mother-in-law of Scipio, not as the mother of the Gracchi: 15 
This latter diftin&ion, however, fhc came to poffeis ; and it has re- 
mained with her name, but from circumftances and events which 

this refpeclable perfonage by no means appeared to defire. In one 
fragment of her letters to Caius, which is ftill preferved, " You wilL 

" tell me" (he Hud, " that it is glorious to be revenged of our 
" enemies. No one thinks fo more than I, if we can be revenged 

" without hurt to the republic ; but if not, often may our enemies 
" efcape. Long may they be fafe, if the good of the commonwealth 
" requires their fafety." In another letter, which appears to be 
written after his intention of fuing for the Tribunate was declared, flie 
accofts him to the following purpofe : " I take the Gods to witnefs, 



that, except the perfons who killed my fon Tiberius, no one ever 
gave me fo much afflictitm as you do in this matter. You, from 
whom I might have expected fome confolation in my age, and 
who, furely, of all my children, ought to be moft careful not to 
" diftrefs me ! I have not many years to live. Spare the republic 
fo long for my fake. Shall I never fee the madnefs of my family 
at an end ? When I am dead, you will think to honour me with 
a parent's rites j but what honour can my memory receive from 
you, by whom I am abandoned and diflionoured while I live ? 

But, may the Gods forbid you mould perfift ! if you do, I fear 

the courfe you are taking leads to remorfe and diftraclion, which 
wilt end only with your life l \" 



11 
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Thefe remonflrances do not appear to have had any effect. Calu 

upon his acceffion to the Tribunate, proceeded to fulfil the expect- 
ations of his party. The Agrarian law, though ftill in force, had 
met with continued interruption and delay in the execution. It was 
even falling into neglect. Caius thought proper, as the firft act of 
his magiftracy, to move a renewal and confirmation of it, with 
exprefs injunctions, that there ihould be an annual diftribution of 
land to the poorer citizens ,s . To this he fubjoined, in the firft year 

of his office, a variety of regulations tending either to increaie his 
popularity, or to diftinguifh his adminiftration. Upon his motion, 
public granaries were erected, and a law was made, that the corn 
fhould be iffued from thence monthly to the People, two parts in 

twelve under the prime or original coft 

tliis act gave a check to induftry, which is the beft guardian of 

manners in populous cities, or wherever multitudes of men are 
crowded together. 

Caius likewife obtained a decree, by which the eftates of Attalus, 
king of Pergamus, lately bequeathed to the Romans, fhould be let 



in the manner of other lands under the inflection of the Cenfors ; 
but the rent-?, inftead of being made part of the public revenue, fhouhl 

be allotted for the maintenance of the poorer citizens ,5 . 

Another, by which any perfon depofed from an office of magi- 

flracy by the People, was to be deemed for ever difqualified to ferve 
the republic in any other capacity ,6 . This act was intended to ope- 
rate againft Octavius, who, by the influence of Tiberius, had been 

* "i * 

degraded from the office of Tribune ; and the act took its title from 
the narrre-' of the perlon -againft whom it was framed. 



13 LIv. Hb. !x. Vdieius, hb. ii. Hy- third, Sec Llv. Plutarch. Apjnan.'ibid. ' 
bus ce Limi:Lbu£. Appfen, dc verus il- 15 Floras, lib. iu. c. ic. Cicer. in Ver- 
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An act to regulale the conditions of the military fervice ,7 , by which 
no one was obliged to enter before feventeen years of age, and bv 
which Roman fotdiers were to receive cloathing as well as pay '* ; 
poffibly the firft introduction of a uniform into the Roman legions : 
a circuniilancc which, in modern times, is thought lb eflential to 
the character of troops, and the appearance of an army. 

By the celebrated law of Porcius, which allowed of an appeal to the 
People, every citizen had a remedy againft any oppreffive fentence 
or proceeding of the executive magiftratc ; but this did not appear 
to Gracchus a fuflicient reftraint on the officers of Slate. He pro- 
pofed to have it enacted, that no perfon, under pain of a capital 
pimiihment, fliould at all proceed againft a citizen without a Jpeciat 
Lommifilou O'C warrant from the People to that effect- And he 
propofed to give this law a rctrofpect, in order to comprehend Por 
pilius Lamas ' 9 , who, being Conful in the year after the troubles 
occafioncd by Tiberius Gracchus, had, under the authority of the 
Senate alone, proceeded to try and condemn fuch as were acceffary 
to that fedition. Lxnas perceived the florm that was gathering 
againft him, and choie to avoid it by a voluntary exile. This act 
was indeed almoft an entire abolition of government, and a bar to 
the exercife of fuch ordinary powers as were neceflary to the peace 
of the commonwealth. A popular faction could withhold every 
power, which, in their apprehenfion, might be employed againft them- 
felves ; and in their mod pernicious defigns had no interruption to fear 
from the Dictator named by the Senate and Confuls, nor from the 
Conful armed with the authority of the Senate for the fuppreflion of 
diforders ; a refource to which the republic had frequently owed its 

prefervation. As we find no change in the proceedings of the State 

,7 De militum commodis. Cicer. in Cluentio j pro Rabino ; pro 

13 Plutarch, in C. Graccho.— Lex Sem- domo fua- 
pronia dc libcrute civium* 

upon: 
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upon this new regulation, it is probable that the abfurdity of the Law 
prevented its effect. 

While Gracchus thus propofed to make all the powers of the 
State depend for their exigence on the occafional will of the People, 
he meant to render the aflemblies of the People themfelves more 
democraticaJ, by (tripping the higher claflfes of the prerogative, pre- 
cedence, or influence they poffefled, in leading the public decifions. 
The Centuries being hitherto called to vote in the order of their clafles, 
thofe of the firft or higheft clafs, by voting firft, fet an example which 
was often followed by the whole \ By the ftatute of Gracchus, 
the Centuries were required, in every queftion, to draw lots for the 
prerogative, and gave their votes in the order they had drawn. 

Under this active Tribune, much public bufinefs, that ufed to pafs 
through the Senate, was engrofled by the popular aflemblies. Even 
in the form of thefe aflemblies, all appearance of refpecl to the Senate 
was laid afide. The Roftra, or platform on which the prefiding 
magiftrate ftood, was placed in the middle of an area, of which one 
part was the market-place, unrounded with flails and booths for 
merchandize, and the courts of juftice ; the other part, called the 
Comitium, was open to receive the People in their public aflemblies ; 
and on one fide of it, fronting the Roftra, or bench of the magi- 

ftrates, ftocd the Curia, or Senate-houfe. The People, when any 
one was fpeaking, ftood partly in the market-place, and partly in 
the Comitium. The fpeakers directed their voice to the Comitium, 
fo as to be heard in the Senate. This difpofition, Gracchus re- 
verfed ; and directing his voice to the Forum, or market-place, 

feemed to difplace the Senate, and deprive that body of their office 
as watchmen and guardians of the public order in matters that came 
before the popular aflemblies 

*• The firft Century was called the Prerogative. 

" M. Varro de Re Ruftica, lib. i. c. z.Cic. de Amicitia. Plutarch, in Vit. Caii Gracchi. 
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At the time that the Tribune Cams Gracchus engaged the minds 
<of his contemporaries, and furnimcd hiftory chiefly with thefe effects 
of his factious and turbulent fpirit, it is obferved, that he himfelf ex- 
■ecuted works -of general utilky ; bridges, highways, and other public 
accommodations throughout Italy, And that the State having carried 

its arms, for the firfl: time, over the Alps, happily terminated the war 
with the Salyii, a nation of Gaul, whofe territory became the firft 

province of Rome in that country. And that Caius Sextius, Conful 
of the preceding year, was authorifcd to place a colony in the 
neighbourhood of the hot fprings, which, from his name, were 
called the Aqua: Sextix, and are Hill known by a corruption of the 

fame appellation " 

From Afia, at the fame time, it was reported, that Ariarathes, 
the king of Cappadocia, and ally of the Romans, was murdered, at 

the inftigation of Mithridates, king of Pontus, whofe filter he had 
married ; that he had left a fon for whom Mithridates affected to fecure 
the kingdom ; but that the widowed queen having fallen into the hands 
of Nicomedes, king of Bythinia, this prince, in her right, had taken 
poffeffion of Cappadocia, while Mithridates, in name of his ne- 
phew, was haftening to remove him from thence. On this fubjecl: 
a refolutioii was declared in the affembly of the People at Rome, 
that both Nicomedes and Mithridates mould be required immediately 
to evacuate Cappadocia, and to withdraw their troops. This refolu- 
tioii Caius Gracchus oppofed with all his eloquence and his credit, 
charging his antagonifts aloud with corruption, and a clandeftine cor- 

refpondence with the agents, who, on different frdes, were now em- 
ployed at Rome in foliciting this affair. " None of us," he faid, 

" ftand forth in this place for nothing. Even I, who defire you to 
" put money in your own coffers, and to cor/fult the intereft of the 
<£ State, mean to be paid, not with money indeed, but with your fa- 
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i{ vour and a good name. They who oppofe this refolution likewife 
covet, not honours from you, but money from Nicomedes ; and 



Li 



they who fuppcrt it, expect to be paid by Mithridates, not by 

44 ycu. As for thole who are filent, they, I believe, underftand 

44 the market beft of all. They have heard the ftory of the poet, 
t; who being vain that he had got a great fum of money for rehearfing 
** a trasredv, was told bv another, that it was not wonderful he had 
got fo much for talking* when I, faid the other r who it feems knew 
more than he was wilhed to declare, have got ten times as much 
for holding my tongue. There is nothing that a king will buy 

u at fo great a price, on occafion, as filence *\ 

Such, at times, was the ftyle in which this popular orator chofe to 
addrels his audience- Individuals are won by flattery, the multitude 
by buSbonry and fatire. From the tendency of this fpeech, it ap- 
pears to have been the opinion of Gracchus, not that the Romans 

fhould fequefter the kingdom of Cappadocia for the heirs of Ariara- 
thes, but that they mould feize it for therafelves. The queftion, 
however, which now arofe relating to the fucceflion to this kingdom, 
laid the foundation of a tedious and bloody war, of which the ope- 
rations and events will occur in their place. 

L\C. 659. Gracchus, on the approach of the election of Confuls, employed 
Cr., Dostil' his credit and influence to fupport Caius Fannius r in oppofition 

t0 Opimius, who, by his vigilance and activity in fuppreffing the 
treafonable defigns of the allies at Fregellx, had incurred the dif- 
pleafure of the popular party ; and Fannius being accordingly chofen, 
together with Cn. Dcmitius Ahenobarbus, Gracchus proceeded to 
offer hirnielf as a candidate to be re-elected into the office of Tri- 
bune. In this he followed the example of his brother Tiberius in a 
ftep, which, being reckoned illegal as well as alarming, was that 
which haflened his ruin. An attempt had been fince made by Papi- 



* 3 A. Gelliuf, lib. ii. c. 10. 
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rius Carbo to have the legality of fuch re-elections acknowledged ; 
but this having failed, Caius Gracchus, with great addrefs, inferted 

in one of his popular edicts, a claufe declaring it competent for 

the People to re-elect a Tribune, in cafe he fliould need a continuation 
of his power in order to fulfil his public engagements. To avail 
himfelf of this claufe, he now declared, that his views in behalf of 
the People were far from being accomplifiied. Under this pretence 
he obtained a preference to one of the new candidates, and greatly 
ftrengthened the tribunitian power by the profpect of its repeated 
renewals, and duration for an indefinite time. 

Upon his re-election, Caius, continuing his adminiftration upon 

the fame plan of animofity to the Senate, obtained a law to deprive 
that body of the mare which his brother had left them in the courts of 

juftice ; and ordaining, that the judges, for the future, mould be 

draughted from the Equeftrian order alone, a clafs of men, who, being 

left out of the Senate, and of courfe not comprehended in the laws that 
prohibited commerce, had betaken themfelves, as has been obferved I4 , Lex Sempro- 

r * * * ma Jadici^ 

to lucrative profeflions, were the farmers of the revenue, the con- aria, 
tractors for the army, and, in general, the merchants who conducted 
the whole trade of the republic. Though they might be confidered 

as neutral in the difputes of the Senate and People, and therefore im- 
partial where the other orders were biaffed, there was no clafs of 

men more likely to proftitute the character of judges for intereft or 
actual hire. This revolution in the courts of juftice accordingly may 

have contributed greatly to haften the approaching corruption of 
manners, and the diforders of the government. 

The next ordinance prepared by Gracchus, or afcribed to him, Lex de Pro- 

related to the nomination of officers to govern the provinces ; and, if nandis. 

it had been ftrictly obferved, might have made fome compenfation 
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for the former. The power of naming fuch officers was committed 

to the Senate, and the arrangements were to be annually made before 

the election of Confute. This continued to be law, but was often 

ever-ruled by the People " 5 . 

In the fame year, the bolder! and moft. dangerous project that had 

ever been formed by any of the popular leaders, that for admitting 

the Italian allies upon the rolls of the Roman people, already attempted 

by Fulvius Flaccus, was again renewed by Caius Gracchus ; and, 
upon the utmofl exertion of the vigilance and authority of the Se- 
nate, with great difficulty prevented. 

The rumour of this project having brought multitudes to Rome, 
the Senate thought it neceflary to give the Confute in charge to clear 
the city, on the day that this important queftion was expected to 
come on, of all Grangers, and not to fuffer any aliens to remain 
within four miles of the walls. During the dependence of this 
queftion, Gracchus flattered the poorer citizens with the profpect of 
advantageous fettlements, in certain new colonies, of fix thoufand 
men each, which he propofed to plant in the diftricts of Campania 
and Tarentum, the moft cultivated parts of Italy, and in colonies, 
which he likewife propofed to fend abroad into fome of the richeft 
provinces. Such fettlements had been formerly made to occupy and 
fecure recent conqueft ; they were now calculated to ferve as baits to 

popular favour, and as a provifion, made by the leaders of faction, 
for their own friends and adherents. 

The Senate, attacked by fuch popular arts, refolved to retort on 
their adverfaries ; and for this purpofe inftructed Marcus Livius, 
another of the Tribunes, to take fuch meafures as fhould, if poffible, 

iupplant Gracchus in the favour of the People. Livius, profeffing to 
act in concert with the Senate, propofed a number of acts : one to 

- 5 Floras, lib. iv. c 13 SallaS. de BcIL Jugurth. N° 621. Cicero de Provinces Con- 

f-Iiribas. 

conciliate 
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conciliate the minds of the allies, by giving them, while they fcrved 
in the army, the fame exemption from corporal puniihmcnt, which 

the Roman citizens had enjoyed. Tcrgn' civi 

Another for the eftablimmcnt of twelve different colonies, each of 2^,';^'"' 
three thoufand citizens. But what, poflibiy, had the great eft effect, 
becaufe it appeared to exceed in munificence all the edicts of Gracchus, 
was an exemption of all thofe lands, which Ihould be diftributed in 
terms of the late Scmpronian Law, from all quit-rents and public 
burdens, which had hitherto, in general, been laid on all poffeffions 

that were held from the public *\ It was propofed to name ten 
commiflioners to diftribute lands thus unincumbered to the People ; 

and three colonies are mentioned, Syllaceum, Tarentum, and Nep- 
tunia, as having been actually fent abroad this year, and probably on 

thefe terms. 

About the fame time it was decreed, that the city of Carthage Lex Rubria 



might be rebuilt for the reception of a colony of fix thoufand Ro- 
man citizens. This decree bears the name, not of Scmpronius or of 
Livius, but of Rubrius, another Tribune of the fame year. 

* 

The Senate readily agreed to the fettlement of thefe colonies, as 
likely to cany off a number- of the more factious citizens, and to furnifh 
an opportunity likewife of removing from the city, for fome time, . 
the popular leaders themfelves, under pretence of employing them to 
conduct and to fettle the families deftined to form thofe eftabliih- 
ments. Accordingly, Caius Gracchus, and Fulvius Flaccus, late 
Conful, and now deeply engaged in all thefe factious meafures, were 
deftined to take charge of the new colonifts, and to fuperintend 
their fettlement*' 7 . 

In the mean time, the Senate, in the election of -Opimius to the U. c. 632. 
Confulihip of the following year, carried an important object to the mia? 9 ' ° PI 

Q. Fab. Max 
imus. 

26 Plutarch. Paulus Minutius de Legibus Romanis. 27 Plutarch. Appian. Orofius. 
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reputation and intereft of their party, and conceived hopes of being 
able, by the authority of this magiftrate, to combat the defigns of 

Gracchus more effectually than thev had hitherto done. He was 

accordingly retained in the administration of affairs in Italy, while 
his colleague, Fabius, was appointed to command in Gaul. Caius 
Gracchus, having the prefumption to olfer himfelf a third time can- 
didate for the office of Tribune, was rejected, and had the mortifi- 
cation to find, that the authority of the Senate began to prevail ; and, 

as they had credit enough to procure his exclusion from any (hare 

in the magistracy, fo they might be able to fruftrate or reverfe many 
of the acts he had obtained in favour of his party. 

By the repulfe of Gracchus and his aflbciates, the arirtocratical party 
came to have a majority, even in the college of Tribunes. Queftions of 
legiflation were now likely to be determined in the affembly of the 
Centuries ; and this circumftance alone, while the Senate was able to 
retain it, was equal to an entire revolution of the government. The 

Centuries, under the leading of an active Conful, were likely to annul 
former refc-utions with the fame decifion and rapidity with which 
they had been paiTed. Much violence was expected, and the different 

parties, recollecting what had happened in the cafe of Tiberius 
Gracchus, took meafures not to be furprifed by their antagonifts ; 
fcr the ir.cft part came to the place of alTembly in bands, even under 
arms, and endeavoured to poffefs the advantage of the ground as in 
the prefence of an enemy, 

Minurius, one of the Tribunes, in confequence of a refolution of 
the Senate, pretending that he was moved by ibme unfavourable 

prefaces, propofed a repeal or amendment of Ibme of the late po- 

pular acts ; and particularly, to change the deftination of the colony 
-intended for Carthage, to fome other place. This motion was ftre- 
nuouily eppefed by Fulvius Flaccus, and by Caius Gracchus, who 
treated the report of prefages from Africa as a mere fiction, and the 

4 whole 
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whole defign as proceeding from the inveterate hatred of the Nobles 
to the People. Before the afTembly met, in which this queftjon was 
to be decided, thefe popular leaders attempted to feize the Capitol, 
but found themfelves prevented by the Conful, who had already, 
with an armed force, fecured that ftation. 

In the morning after they had received this difappointment, the 
People being aflcmbled, and the Conful being employed in offering 
up the cuftomary facrifices, Gracchus, with his party, came to their 
place in the Comitium. One of the attendants of the Conful, who 
Was carrying away the entrails of the victim, reproached Gracchus, 
as he parted, with fedition, and bid him defift from his machinations 
again A the government of the commonwealth. On this provo- 
cation, one of the party of Gracchus ftruck the Ccnful's officer 

with his dagger, and killed him on the fpot. The cry of murder 
ran through the multitude, and the afTembly began to break up. 
Gracchus endeavoured to fpeak, but could not be heard for the tu- 
mult ; and all thoughts of buiinefs were laid afide. The Conful 
immediately fummoned the Senate to meet ; and having reported 
what .had happened in the Comitium, and what appeared to him the 
firft adfc of hoftility in a war, which the popular faction had prepared 
againft the State, he received the charge that was ufual on perilous 
occafions, to provide, in the manner which his own prudence fliould 

direct, for the fafety of the commonwealth. Thus authorifed, he 
commanded the Senators and the Knights to arm, and made proper 
difpofitions to fecure the principal ftreets. Being mahxr of the Ca- 
pitol and Forum, he adjourned the afTembly of the People to the 
ufual place on the following day, and cited the perfons accufed ot 
the murder to anfwer for the crime which was laid to their charge. 

In confequence of this adjournment, and the Conful's inlrxuctions, 
numbers in arms repaired to the Comitium at the hour of afTembly, 
and were ready to execute fuch orders as they might receive for 

the 
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the public fafety. Gracchus and Fulvius refufed to anfwer the cita- 
tion, and the Capitol being fecured againft them, they took pott, with 
a numerous party in arms, on the Aventine Hill, which was oppofite 
to the Capitol, and from which they equally looked down on the 
Forum and place of aflembly. Being again cited to appear at the 
Tribunal of the R.oman people, they lent a young man, one of the 
Tons cf Fulvius, to capitulate with the Conful, and to fettle the 
terms on which they ~ were to furrendfr themfelves. Upon this 

meila-re they were told, in return, that thev nuift anfwer at the bar 
of the aliembiy, as criminals, net pretend to negotiate with the 
republic, as equals ; that no party, however numerous, was en- 
titled to parley with the People of Rome : and to this anfwer the 

.mefTenger was forbid, at his peril, to bring any reply. The party, 
however, ft i 14 hoped to gain time, or to divide their enemies; 
and they ventured to employ young Fulvius again to repeat their 
.nieiTage. Fie was feized by the Confut's order. Gracchus and Ful- 
vius, with their adherents, wefe declared public enemies ; and 
a. reward was offered to the perfon who ' mould kill or fecure 

.them. They were inilantly attacked, and, after a little refift- 

ance, forced from their ground. Gracchus fled by the wooden 
bridge to the oppciite fide of the river, and was there flain, 
either by his own hand, or by that cf a faithful fen-ant, who had 
undertaken the talk of faving him in his laft extremity from falling 

into the power of his enemies. Fulvius was dragged to execution 

from a bath where he attempted to conceal himfelf. The heads of 
both were carried to the Conful, and exchanged for the promifed 

reward. 

In this fray the party of the Senate, being regularly armed and 
prepared for fiaughter, cut off the adherents of Caius Gracchus and 
Fulvius in greater numbers than they had done thole of Tiberius ; 

chey killed about three thoufand two hundred and fifty in the ftreets, 

S and 
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and confined great numbers who were afterwards ftrangled in the 
prifons. The bodies of the flain, as the law ordained, in the cafe 
of treafon, being denied the forms of a funeral, were caft into the 
river, and their eftates confifcated 18 . 

The houfe of Fulvius was rafed to the ground, the area laid open 
for public ufes j and, from thefe beginnings, it appeared that the Ro- 
mans, who, in the purfuit of their foreign conquefts, had fo liberally 
ihed the blood of other nations, might become equally la'vifli of 
their own. 

18 Appian. Plutarch. Orofius, lib. v. c. 12. Florus, lib. iii. c. i$. Auftor de Yiri* 
Iliuftribus, c. 65. 
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ate of Order and Tranquillity which followed the SuJ>preffion of the 
late Tumults. -Appearance of Caius Mar ins. Foreign Wars.- 



mplaints agaiuft jugurtha. Appearance of the Cimbri. 




War 'with Jugurtha.- Campaign and Treaty of Pifo. 



jugurtha came to Rome with a Safe-ConducJ. Obliged to retire 

frzm thence. Campaign of Metellus. Of Marias. Ju- 



gurtha betrayed by Bosch us. His Death, after the Triumph of 

Marias. This General re-elected, in order to command againjl 

the Cimbri. 



BOOK f I ' HE popular party had, in the late tumults, carried their vio- 

u ' JL lence to fuch extremes, as difgufted and alarmed every perfon 

who had any defire of domeftic peace ; and in their ili-advifed re- 
couxie to arms, but too well juftified the meafures which had been 
taken againfl them. By this exertion of vigour, the Senate, and 
ordinary magiftrates, recovered their former authority ; affairs re- 
turned to their ufual channel, and the moft perfect order feemed to 

arife from the late confufions. Queftions of legiflation were allowed 
to take their rife in the Senate, and were not carried to the People, 

without the fanction of the Senate's authority. The legiflative power 
was exercifed in the affembly of the Centuries, and the prohibitory 
or defenfive function of the Tribunes, or reprefentatives of the 

People, was fuch, as to prevent the abufes of the executive power 

in the hands of the arillocracy, without flopping the proceedings of 
government, or fubflituting a democratical ufurpation in its place. 
Even the judicative power, verted in the Equeftrian order, promifed 
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to have a falutary efiedfc, by keeping a balance between the different c F j v A l ' 
ranks and diflinctions of men in the republic, 

The ariftocratical party, notwithftanding the afcendant they had 

recently gained, did not attempt to refcind any of the regular inftitu- 
tions of Gracchus ; they were contented with inflicting punifhments 

on thofc who had been acceflary to the late fedition, and with re- 
-eftablifhing fuch of the Nobles as had fuffered by the violence of the 

popular faction. Popilius Lamas, driven into exile by one of the 
edicts of Gracchu?, or by the perfecution to which it expofed him, 
was now recalled upon the motion of Calpurnius Pifo, one of the 
Tribunes 

As the ftate of parties was in fome mcafure reverfed, Papirius u. C. 633. 
Carbo thought proper to withdraw from the popular fide - } and, by {ju^ 1 "^ an ' 
the credit of thofe now in pofleffion of the government, was pro- £j r ^ piniJ5 
tnoted to the ftation of Confu^ and yielded the firfl fruits of his 
converlion by defending the caufe of his predeceflbr Opimius, who, 
at the expiration of his Confulate, was brought to trial for having 
put Roman citizens to death without the forms of law. Carbo, 
though himfelf connected with thofe who fuffered, now pleaded the 
juftice and necefiity of the late military executions ; and, upon this 
plea, obtained the acquittal of his client. 

This merit on the part of Carbo, however, did not fo far cancel 

his former offences as to prevent his being tried and condemned in 
the following year, as an accomplice in the fedition of Gracchus. He 
was fuppofed. to have been acceffary to the death of Scipio ; and his 
caufe not being warmly efpoufed by any party, he fell a facririce to 

the imputation of this heinous crime. It is faid, that, upon hear- 
ing his fentence, he killed himfelf*. 



* Cicero in Brtuo. - Valerius Max. lib. iii. c. 7. Cicero in Bruto. 
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B °rr° S Octavius, one of the Tribunes of the prefent year, moved an 

* — -* amendment of the law obtained by Gracchus, refpecting the diftri- 

F.^rj-aisria. buticn of com from the public granaries, probably to eafe the trca- 



fury in part of that burden ; but the particulars are unknown. 

About this time the celebrated Caius Marius began to appear in 
the public. afTemblies of the People. He was a perfon of obfcure 
birth, and ruflic maimers, formed amidft the occupations- of a pea- 
fant 3 , and the hardships of a legionary foldier, but of a refolute fpirit, 
and iniatiable ambition. He was a native of Arpinum, and without 
any other apparent title than that of being a denifon of Rome, laid 
claim to the honours of the State. He is remarkable for having 
fuffered more repulfes in his firft attempts to be elected into office 

and for having fucceeded more frequently afterwards than any other 

Roman citizen during the exigence of the commonwealth. 

Marius, after being difappointed in his "firft canvas for the office 
of Tribune, fucceeded in the following year. The acts which were 

pafied under his Tribunate,, and which bear his name, do not carry 
any violent expreffions of party-fpirit, nor give intimation of that 
infatiate ambition with which he afterwards diftreffed his country ; 
v*^"-^ 2 " ^ e re ^ ate ^ t0 tfce conduct of elections, and provided fome re- 

medy for an evil which was complained of in the manner of folicit- 

ing votes. The fpace between the rails, by which the citizens pafTed 

to give in their ballots, was fo broad as to admit, not only thofe who 
came to vote, but the candidates likewife, with their adherents and 
friends, who came to importune and to overawe the People in 
the very act of delivering their votes. Marius propofed to put an 
end to this practice, and to provide for the entire freedom of the 
People, by. narrowing the entrance, fo that only the voters could 
pals. A party of the Nobles, with Aurelius Cotta the Conful at their 
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head, not knowing with what a refolute fpirit they were about to 
contend, being averfe to this reformation, prevailed on the Senate to 
withhold its authority, without which any regular queftion on this lub- 
ject could not be put to the People. But Marius, in the character of 

Tribune, threatened the Conful with immediate imprifonment, if he 
did not move to recall this vote of the Senate. The matter being 

re-confidered, Lucius Metellus, who was firft on the Rolls, having 
given his voice for affirming the firft decree, was ordered by Marius 

into cuftody ; and there being no Tribune to intercede for him, muft 
have gone to prifon, if the difpute had not terminated by the ma- 
jority agreeing to have the matter carried to the People, as Marius 
propoled, with the fanction of the Senate's authority* 

i 

In another of the acts of Marius the republic was ftill more in- 
debted to his wifdom and courage, in withstanding an attempt of one 
of his colleagues to flatter the indigent citizens at the expence of the 
public treafury, by repealing the recent regulation of Octavius, and 
lowering the terms on which corn was diftributed from the granaries. 
This was an ordinary expedient of Tribunitian faction. Marius op- 
pofed it as of dangerous confequence. And his conduct in this mat- 
ter marked him out as one not to be awed by any party, and a per- 
fon, who, into whatever party he mould be admitted, was deftined 
to govern. The times indeed were likely to give more importance to 
his character as a foldier than as a citizen ; and in that he was ftill 
farther raifed above the malice of thofe who were inclined to revile 
or undervalue what were called his upftart pretenfions *• 

From the time that the Romans firft pafled into the Tranfalpine 
Gaul, as auxiliaries to the republic of Marfeilles, they had kept on 
foot in that neighbourhood a military force ; and, by planting co- 
lonies -at convenient ftations, fhewed their intention of maintaining 



4 Plutarch, in Mario- 



pofTeflions 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



poffefnons cm that fide of the Alps. Betultus, or Betultich, a prince 
of the countrv, who was fuppofed able to Taife a force of two hun- 
dred thoufand men, altera pted to expel thefe intruders, but wag 
defeated, hrit by the Prcconfui Fabius, afterwards by Domitius 
Afcenobarbus, and furniihed thefe generals with the fubje&s of their 
refrecrive triumphs. This prince himfelf became a captive to Do- 
mitiu?, and was carried to Rome, where he was led in proceffion, 

diiungciihed by Ids painted arms and his chariot of iilver, the equi- 
page In which it was laid he ufually led his army to battle ~\ 

It appears that the Romans had employed elephants in the firft 
wars thev made in Gaul ; for the victory of Domitius is attributed 
10 the effect that was produced by thefe animals '". 

Quintus Marcius fucceeded Domitius in the command of the forces 
which were employed in Gaul, and continued to gain ground on the 
natives* who appeared from different cantons fucceffively to refift his 
arms. He planted a colony at Narbo, to ftrengthen the frontier of 

the newly-acquired province on one fide ; and, as the Romans had 
hitherto always pafled by fea into that country., he endeavoured to 
open a paliage by the Alps, in order to have a communication by 
knd with Italy en the ether. In the ccurfe of thefe operations the 
Stzni, an Alpine nation that oppofed him, were entirely cut ofE 

About this time the Roman generals obtained their triumphs 

on different quarters, in the Baliares and in Dalmatia, as well as 

in Gaul ; and the republic did not meet for fome years with an 
enemy able to refill her power, except on the fide of Thrace and the 

Danube, wher-e the Proconful Cato was defeated ; and where 2 refiit- 

ance was for fome years kept up bv the natives. 

But of the foreign affairs which occunied the attention of the Ro- 
man?, the moli memorable was the conteft of pretenders to the crown 

5 Yei*c;u5 Pcrer. Aemiznas Msrcel!. lib. z\\ tne. Fad ion us In Verrinam Sccuridam* 
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•of Nnmidia, which, by the death of Micipfa, the fon and fucceffor 
of Maflinifta, came to be difpofed of about this time* The late king 

had two fons y Adherbal and Hiempfal. He had likewife adopted 
Jugurtha, the natural foil, of his brother Manaftabal, whom he had 

employed at the head of his armies, thinking it fafer to gain him 
hy good offices, than to provoke him by . a total exclufion from fa- 
vour. He had formed a project, frequent among barbarous and de- 
spotic fovereigns, but always ruinous, to divide his territories ; and 
he hoped that, while lie provided for his own fons, .he mould fecure 

to them, from motives of gratitude, the protection and good offices of 
Jugurtha, whom he admitted to an equal mare with them in the par- 
tition of his kingdom. The confequences of this miftaken arrange- 
ment foon appeared in the diftra&ions tiiat followed, and which arole 
from the ambition -of Jugurtha, to make himleli" matter -of the 
whole. Tor this purpofe he formed a fecret deiign again il the lives 
of both the 'brothers, of whom the younger, Hiempfal, fell into hi* 
fnare, and was aitiffinated. Adherbal, being more cautious, obliged 

his crafty ^nemy to declare himfelf openly, took the field againft him 
with all the forces he could raife, but was defeated, and obliged to 
take refuge in the Roman province, and from thence thought proper 
to pafs into Italy, in order to lay his complaints before the Senate 
and PeopJe of Rome- . 

i * • 

MaffinuTa, the grandfather 6f this injured prince, had given ef- 

* i 

fe6fcuaf aid to the Romans in their wars with Carthage; and, upon 

* m 

tire final reduction of that republic, was rewarded with a confiderable 
part of its fpoils. From this time forward the Romans expected, 
and the king of Numidia paid to them, a deference like that of a 
vaflal or- tributary prince to liis fovereign lord. Upon the faith of 
this connection, Adherbal now carried his complaints to Rome ; and 
JugurthS, knowing how ready the Romans were, in the character of 
arbitrators* -to confide*' themfelves as the fovereigns of other nations, 

thought 
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thought proper to fend deputies on his part, to counteract the repre- 
sentations of his rival. 

This crafty adventurer had ferved under Scipio at the fiege of Nu- 

-mantia, where lie had an opportunity of obferving the manners and 
difcipline of the Romans, and accommodated himfelf to both. He 
wss equally diftinguifhed by his implicit fubmiffion to command, as 
by his impetuous courage, and by the ability of his conduct in every 
fervice. He had even then probably directed his views to the fuc- 
ceffion of Numidia, and faw of what confluence the Romaus 

might prove in deciding his fortunes. He had ftudied their cha- 
racter, and had already marked out the line he was to follow in 
conducting his affairs with that People. They appeared to be a num- 
ber of fovereigns aiTembled together, able in council and formidable 

in the field ; but, in comparifon to the Africans in general, unde- 
figning and fimple. With the pride of monarchs they began, he 

imagined, to feel the indigence of courtiers, and were to be moved 

by confiderations of intereft rather than force. His commiffioners 
were now accordingly furnilhed with ample prefents, and with the 
means of gratifying the principal perfons at Rome in a manner that 
was fuited to their refpective ranks and to their influence in the 
commonwealth. 

In the choice of this plan Jugurtha, like molt politicians that refine 
too much, had formed a fyftem with great ingenuity, and fpoke of 
it with a fpecious wit ; but had not taken into his account the whole 
circumftances of the cafe in which he engaged. Rome, he fupppfed, 
was a city to be fold. He forgot that, though many Romans could 
be bought, no treafure was fufficient to buy the republic ; that to 
buy a few, made it necefTary for him to buy many more ; that as he 
raifed expectations, the number of expe&ants increafed without 
limit ; that the more he gave, the more he was ftill expected to give ; 
xhat in a ftate which was broke into parties, if he gained one by hi? 

gifts, 
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gifts, that ?lone was fufficient to roufe the other againft him. And 
accordingly, after iavi/hing his money to influence the councils of 
Rome, he was obliged to have recourfe to arms at laft, and to con- 
tend with the forces of the republic, after he had exhaufted his trea- 
fure in attempting to corrupt her virtue. 

Although Jugurtha had many partizans at Rome, fuch was the 

injuftice of his caufe, or the fufpicion of corruption in thofe 
who efpoufed it, that they durft not openly avow their wifhes. 

They endeavoured to fufpend the refolutions which were in agi- 
tation againft him, and had the matter referred to ten com- 

miffioners who fliould go into Africa, and in prefence of the 
parties fettle the differences which fubfifted between them. There 
indeed he practifed his art on the Roman commiflioners with better 
fuccefs than he had experienced with the Senate and People. He 
prevailed upon them to divide the kingdom, and to favour him in 

the lot which mould be afligned to himfelf: knowing that force 
muft ultimately decide every controverfy which fliould arife on the 
fubjeft, he made choice, not of the richeft, but of the mo ft war- 
like divifion ; and indeed had already determined that, as foon as 
the Romans left Africa, he fliould make an end of the conteft by 
the death of Adherbal ; truiling that, by continuing to ufe the fpecific 
which it was fa id he had already applied, he might prevail on the 
Romans to overlook what they would not, on a previous requeft, 

have permitted. 

He accordingly, foon after the departure of the Roman com- 
miflioners, marched into the territories of Adherbal, fliut him up in 
the town of Cirta ; and, while the Romans fent him repeated mef- 
fages to defift, ftill continued the blockade, until the mercenaries of 
Adherbal, tired of the hardftiips they were made to endure, advifed, 
and, by their appearing ready to defert, forced him to commit himfelf 
to the mercy of Jugurtha, by whom he was immediately put to death. 

Vol. I. X x By 
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B O O S. By thefe events, in about feren years from the death of Micipfa^ 

Jugurtha had attained to the object of his higheft defires ; but the 
arts which procured him a crown, likewife rendered his ftate infe- 
cure. He "Was dilappointed in his expectation to pacify the Romans. 
The money he dealt went into the coffers only of a few, but his 
crimes rouled the indignation of the whole People. Pracxifed ftatef- 

* 

men or politicians are feldom roufed by mere feelings of indignation 
on the fubject of private wrongs. They have, or pretend to have, 

reaibns of ftate to lupprefs the confideration of individuals. The 
greater part of the Roman Senate accordingly, whether acting on 
maxims of policv, or won by the prefents of Jugurtha, received the 
complaints which were lodged againft him with indifference ; but the 
affembly of the People, moved by the cries of perfidy and murder 
which were raifed by the Tribunes, received the reprefentations of his 
conduct with indignation and rage. Thefe paffions were inflamed 
by oppofition to the Nobles, who were fuppofed to favour the mur- 
derer. Neither the rnoft deliberate Statefman nor the moft deter- 
mined partizan of Jugurtha durft appear in his caufe, nor propofe to 

decline a war with that prince, although it was likely to be attended 
with conquerable difficulties ; and was to be undertaken at a time 
when a cloud hung over Italy on the fide of Gaul, a quarter from 
which the Romans always expected, and often experienced, the moft 
terrible ftorms. 

V* C. 64c- About the time that Adherbal laid his complaints againft Jugurtha 

before the Senate of Rome, a new enemy had appeared. The north 
of Europe, or of Alia, had caft off a fwarm, which, migrating to 
the fcuth and to the weft, was firft defcried by the Romans on the 
frontier of Ulyricum, and prefently drew their attention to that fide. 
The horde was faid to confift of three hundred thoufand fighting men, 
conducting their families of women and children, and covering the 

plains with their cattle.. The Conful Papirius Carbo was ordered to 

take 
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take poll in Illyricum, to obferve the motions of this tremendous 
hoft. He was alarmed with their feeming to point towards the 
diftrift of Aquileia ; and putting himfelf, with too little precaution, in 
their way, could not withftarid their numbers, and was overwhelmed 
as by a tempeft. 

This migrating nation the Romans have called by the name of 
Cimbri, without determining from whence they came. It is faid 
that their cavalry amounted to no more than fifteen thoufand ; that 
it was their practice to defpife horfes, as well as the other fpoils of 
their enemies, which they generally deftroyed : and from this cir- 
cumltance it may be argued, that they were not of Scythian ex- 
traction, nor fprung from thofe mighty plains in the northern parts of 
Afia, where military force has from time immemorial confifted of ca- 
valry, where horfes were valued above every other fpecies of acqui- 
fition or property; and that they muft have been bred amongft moun- 
tains and woods, where this animal is not equally ufeful. On their 
helmets, which were crefted with plumes of feathers, they carried the 
gaping jaws of wild beafts. On their bodies they wore breaft-plates 
.of iron, had fhields painted of a confpicuous colour ; and carried 
two mifhle javelins or darts, and a heavy fword. They collected their 
fighting men, for the moft part, into a folid fquare, equally extend- 
ing every way : in one of their battles it was reported that the fides 
of this fquare extended thirty ftadia, or between three and four 
miles. The men of the foremoft ranks were fattened together with 
chains locked to their girdles, which made them impenetrable to 
every attack, and gave them the force of a torrent, in fweeping ob- 
nrudions before them. Such were the accounts with which the Ro- 
mans were alarmed on the approach of this tremendous enemy. 

Although, by the defeat of Carbo, Italy lay open to their devaf- 
tations, yet they turned away to the north and the weftward, and 

keeping the Alps on their left, made their appearance again on the 

X x 2 frontier 
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B o O K frontier of the Roman province in Narbonne Gaul, and from thence 

paiTec3 into Spain, where they continued to alarm Roman fettlements, 

and kept Rome itfelf in fufpence, by the uncertainty of- the tract 

tbey might afterwards choofe to purfue. 

U. C. 6^.=. Such was the ftate of affairs, when the popular cry and generous 
licsSrlcio indignation of the Roman People forced the State into a war with 

L. Cjlrcr- 

tr "°' ^T ie necefTary levies and fupplies for this fervice were ordered, and 



Jugurtha. The Conful Pifo was appointed to command in Numidia. 



Jugurtha could no longer doubt that the force of the Roman republic 

was to be employed againfihim; yet, in hopes to avert the ftorm, 
he fent hi? fon, with two proper affirmants, in the quality of ambaf- 
fadors to Rome, chiefly trufting to the arts of infinuation he had 
hitherto practifed, and to the diflribution of prefents and of money. 

Their arrival being reported to the Senate, a refolution of this body 
patTed, that unlefs they brought an offer from Jugurtha to furrender 
his perfon and his kingdom at difcretion, they fhould be required in 
ten days to depart from Italy. 

This anfwer being delivered to the fon of Jugurtha, he prefently 
withdrew, and was followed by a Roman army, which was prepared 

to embark for Africa. The war was conducted at firft with great vi- 
vacity and fuccefs : but Jugurtha, by offering great public conceflions 
or private gratifications, prevailed on the Conful to negotiate. It 
was agreed, that, upon receiving a proper hoftage on the part of the 
Romans, the king himielf mould repair to their camp, in order to 
conclude the treaty. In the articles that were made public, the king 
agreed to furrender himfelf at difcretion, and to pay a large contri- 
bution in norfe?, corn, elephants, and monev ; but in fecret articles, 
which were drawn up at the fame time, the Conful engaged that the 
perfon of the king fhould be fafe, and that the kingdom of Numidia 
fhould be fecured to hinu 
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During thefe tranfaclions the time of the .expiration of Pifo's com- 
mand drew near, and he himfelf was called into Italy to prefide at 
the approaching elections. His report of the treaty with Jugurtha 
was received with fufpicion, and the cry of corruption relumed by 
the popular party. " Where is this captive ?" faid the Tribune Mem- 
mius ; " if he have furrendered himfelf, he will obey your com- 
" mands ; fend for him ; queftion him in refpect to what is pad. If 
" he refufes to come, we lhall know what to think of a treaty which 
" brings impunity to Jugurtha, princely fortunes to a few private 
" perfons, ruin and infamy to the Roman republic." Upon this 
motion the Prsetor Caffius Longinus, a perfon of approved merit and 
unfhaken integrity, was haftened into Africa, with pofitive inftruc- 
tions to bring the king of Numidia to Rome. By the fafe conduct 

which Caffius brought on the part of the republic, and by his own 
aiTurances of protection, Jugurtha was prevailed on to commit him- 
felf to the faith of the Romans. He laid afide his kingly ftate and 
attendants, fet out for Italy, and determined to appear as a fuppliant 
at Rome. Upon his arrival, being called into the public ailembly, 
Mcmmius propofed to interrogate him on the fubjccl of his fuppoied 

fecret tranfaclion with certain members of the Senate ; but here Be- 
bius, another of the Tribunes, interpofed his negative ; and, not- 
withstanding that the People exclaimed, and even menaced, this 
Tribune perfiftcd. And before this bar to the farther examination 
of Jugurtha could be removed, an incident took place, which oc- 
cafioned his fudden departure from Italy. 

Mafliva, the fon of Gulufla, being the grandfon and natural re- 
prefentative of MafTinifTa, and the only perfon befides Jugurtha who 
remained of the royal line of Numidia, had been perfuaded by AI- 
binus, the Conful elected for the enfuing year, to ftate his pretenfions 
before the Roman Senate, and to lay claim to the crown. Jugurtha, 

though at Rome, and in the power of thofe who were likely to re- 

fent 
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fent liis crimes, gave a fpecimen of the bold and.fanguinary counfels 

to which he was inclined, employed againft this competitor the or- 
dinary arts of his -court, and had him afiaflinated. The crime was 
traced to its author, but the fafe conduct he had received could not 
be violated ; and he was only commanded, without delay, to depart 
from Italy. On this occafion he left Rome with that memorable 
faying ; " Here is a city to be fold, if any buyer could be found." 

The Conful Aibinus foon followed Jugurtha, to take the command 
of the Roman army in Africa ; and being eager to perform fome 
notable action before the expiration of his year, which was faft ap- 
proaching, he urged the king of Numidia, with all the forces he 
ould affemble in the province ; but found that he had to do with an 
enemy who had the art to elude his impetuofity, and from whofe 

apparent conduct no judgment could be formed of his real defigns. 
This artful warrior often advanced with a feeming intention to 
hazard a battle, when he was moft rcfolved to decline it ; or he pre- 
cipitancy fied, when he meant to return upon his enemy, and take 
advantage of any diforder he might incur in a too eager purfuit. 
His offers of fubmifTion, or his threats, were equally fallacious; and 
he ufed, perhaps in common with other African princes, means to 
miflead his enemy, which Europeans, ^antient as well as modern, 
have in general condemned. He made folemn capitulations and 

treaties with a view to break them, and confidercd breach of faith, 
like a feint or an ambuih, as a ftratagem licenced in war- The Euro- 
peans have always termed it perfidy to break the faith of a treaty, 
the Africans held it ftupidity to be caught in the fnare. 

By the artifices cf Jugurtha accordingly, or by the remiflhefs of 
his antagonift, the war was protracted for another year, and the 
Conful, as the time of the election drew near, was recalled, as ufual, 

to prefide in the choice of his fucceffor. At his arrival the city was 
in great agitation. The cry of corruption, which had been raifed 
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agamft many of the Nobles, on account of their fuppofed correfpond- 
ence with Jugurtha, gave an advantage to the popular party, and 
they determined to improve it, by raifing profecutions to the ruin of 

t perfons, either odious to the People, or obnoxious to the Equeftrian 

order, who then had the power of judicature in their hands 7 . 

Three inquifitors were accordingly named by fpecial commi/Iion to 

w 

take cognizance of all complaints of corruption that fhould be brought 
before them ; and this commi/Iion was inftantly employed to harafs 
the Nobility, and to revenge the blood which had been med in the 
late popular tumults. Lucius Calpurnius, Pifo, Beflia, C. Cato, Spu- 
rius Albinus, and L. Opimius, all of coniular dignity, fell a facrifice 
on this occafion to the popular refentment. The Tribune Mamilius, 
upon whofe motion this tribunal had been creeled, with his affo- 
ciates, apprehending that, upon the expiration of their truft, the 
heat of the profecutions might abate, moved the People that they 
might be continued in their office \ and, upon finding themfelves 
oppofed by the influence of the Senate and all the ordinary powers 

of the State, they fufpended, by virtue of their tribunitian power* 
the election of Confute, and for a whole year kept the republic in a 
ftate of abfolute anarchy. 

In this interval Aulus Albinus, left by his brother, the late Conful,. 
in the command of the army in Africa, determined to improve the 
occafion by fome honourable a&ion. He left his quarters in the 
winter, and' marched far into the country, hoping that by force or 
furprize he might poflefs himlelf of the Numidian treafures or ma- 
gazines. Jugurtha encouraged him in this defign, affected fear, re- 
tired with precipitation wherever the Romans prefented themfelves 
and, to encreafe the prefumption of their general,, fent frequent mef- 
kges to implore his pity. He at the fame time endeavoured to open 

' Cicero de Claris Oratoribus. Salult. in Bell.Jugurth. 
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a correfpondence with the Thracians and other foreigners, then 
ferving in the Roman camp. Some of thefe he corrupted ; and, 
when he had drawn the Roman army into difficult fituations, and 
prepared his plan for execution, he iuddenly advanced in the night 
to the Roman ftation ; and the avenues being entrufted, as he ex- 
pected, to the Thracians and Ligurians whom he had corrupted, and 

by whom he was furFered to pafs, he furprifed the Romans in their 
camp, and drove them from thence in great confufion to a neigh- 
bouring height, where they enjoyed, during night, fome refpite from 
the enemy ; but without any refource for fubfiftence, or hopes of 
recovering their baggage- 

In the morning Jugurtha deiired to confer with the Prsetor ; and 
reprefenring how much the Romans, ftripped of their provifion and 
equipage, were then in his power, made a merit of offering them 
quarter, on condition that they would conclude a treaty of peace, 
and in ten days evacuate his kingdom. 

Thefe terms were accordingly accepted : but the capitulation, when 
known at Rome, gave occafion to much indignation and clamour. 
It was voted by the Senate not to be binding, and the Coniul Al- 
binus, in order to repair the lofs of the Public, and to reitore the 
credit of his own familv, made hafty levies, with which he propofed 
to renew the war in Numidia. But not having the confent of the 

Tribunes to this meamre, he was obliged to leave his forces behind 

him in Italy, and joined the army without being able to bring any 
reinforcement. He found it in no condition to face the enemy, 
and was contented to remain in the province till a fucccflbr mould 
be named. 

Refentment of the difgraces incurred in Africa, and fear of invafion 
from the Cimbri, who, having traverfed Spain and Gaul, were ftiU 
on their march, appear to have calmed for a little time the animofity 

of domeftic factions at Rome. The confular elections were fuffered 

to 
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to proceed, and the choice of the People fell on Quintus Cascilius 
Metellus and M. Junius Si 1 an us ; the firft was appointed to the com- 
mand of the army in Numidia, the fecond to obferve the motions of 
the Cimbri on the frontiers of Gaul, and to turn them afide, if pof- 
fible,- from the territory of Rome. About this time thofe wandering 

nations had fent a formal mefTage to the Romans, defiring to have it 
underftood on what lands they might fettle 8 , or rather, over what 
lands they might pals in migration with their herds. This requeft 

being refufed by the Senate, they opened a paifage by force, over- 
came in battle the Conful Silanus, and, probably without intending 

to retain any conqueft, continued to move wherever the afpedl: of the 
country tempted their choice. 

Metellus proceeded to Africa with a confiderable reinforcement ; 
and, having fpent fome time in refloring the difcipline of the army, 
which had been greatly neglected, and in training his new levies to 
the duties and hardiYips of the fervice, he directed his march to the 
enemy's country, and in his way had frequent meffages from Ju- 
gurtha, with profeflions of fubmLTion and of a pacific difpofition. 

When the Roman army entered on the territory of Numidia, they 
accordingly found the country prepared to receive them in a friendly 
manner ; the people in tranquillity, the gates of every city left open, 
and the markets ready to fupply them with neceffaries. 

Thefe appearances, with the known character of Jugurtha, creat- 
ing diftruft, only excited the vigilance of Metellus. They even pro- 
voked him to retort on the Numidian his own infidious arts. He 
tampered with Bomilcar and the other meflengers of Jugurtha to- 
betray their matter, and promifed them great rewards if they would 
deliver him into the hands of the Romans either living or dead. 

Jugurtha, not confidering that his known character for falfehood 
muft have deftroyed the credit of all. his profeflions^ even if he mould 

8 Florus, lib. iii. Liv. Iib.-!xv. 
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at any time think proper to make them fincere, and trufting to the 

effed of his fubmiffive rneuages in rendering the enemy fecure, made 

■ 

adifpofition to profit by any errors they mould commit, and hoped 

to circumvent and deflroy them on their march. For this purpofe he 

waited for them on the defcents of a high mountain, over which 
they were to pafs in their way to the Muthul, a river which helped 

to form the fituation of which he was to avail himfelf. He accord- 
ingly lay concealed by its banks until the enemy actually fell into 
the fnare he had laid for them. With the advantage of the ground 
and of numbers, he maintained, during the greater part of the day, 
a canted with troops who pofleiTcd, againft his irregulars, a great 
fuperiority of order, difcipline, and courage ; but not having found 
the Romans, as he expected, in any degree off their guard, he was, 

in the event of that day's action, obliged to fly with a few horfe to a 

remote part of his kingdom. 

This victory obtained over Jugurtha, appeared to be an end of 
the war. His army was difperfed, and he was left with a few horfe- 

men, who attended his perlbn, to find a place of retreat, and to 

chufe a ftation at which to affemble new forces, if he meant to con- 
tinue the war. 

The Numidians were inured to action. The frequent wars of 
that continent, the wild and unfettled ftate of their own country, 

made the life of hories and of arms familiar : but fo void was the 
nation of military policy, and its people fo ignorant of order, that 

it was fcarcely poflible for the king to fight two battles with the 
fame army- If victorious, they withdrew with their plunder ; if de- 
feated, they fuppofed all military obligations at an end : and in either 
cafe, after an action, even- one fled where he expedled to be fooneft 
in fafetv. 

Metellu?, after the late engagement, finding no enemy in the field, 
was for fome time uncertain to what part of the kingdom Jugurtha had 

directed 
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dire&ed his flight. But having intelligence that he was in a new C H^A P. 

fituation aflembling an army, and likely to form one (till more nu- 
merous than any he had yet brought into the field, tired of purfuing 
an enemy on whom defeats had fo little effect, he turned away to 

the richer and more cultivated parts of the kingdom. Here the 
plunder of the country might better repay his labour, and the ene- 
my, if he ventured to defend his territory, might more fenfibly feel 
his defeats. Jugurtha .perceiving his intention, drew his forces to- 
wards the fame quarter, and foon appeared in his rear. 

While Metellus was endeavouring to force the city of Zama, Ju- 
gurtha pierced into his camp, and, though repulfed from thence, 

took a poll:, by which he made the fituation of the Romans, be- 
tween the town and his own army, fo uneafy, as to oblige them to 

raife the fiege. 

This the Niunidian prince thought a proper opportunity to gain 

fomc credit to his pacific profeffions. He made an offer accordingly 
to furrender at difcretion, and actually delivered up great part of 



arms 



retracted, and again had recourfe to arms. 



Afr 



Scrvius Sul- 



of the Roman People, and procured to Metellus, in the quality of pici^GalU, 
Proconful, a contiauation of his former command. The troops he ^ s N°epos~ 
had polled in Vacca being cut off by the inhabitants, he made hafty £^"5 
marches in the night, furprifed the place, and, without having al- rus. 

lowed the authors of that outrage more than two days to enjoy the 

fruits of their perfidy, amply revenged the wrong they had done to 
the Roman garrifon. 

But the fuccefs of Metellus did not haften the ruin of Jugurtha fo 
faft as his own mifcondud, in the jealous and fanguinary meafures 
which he took, to fupprefs plots and confpiracies, either real or fug- 

Yy 2. pofedi 
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pofed to be formed againft his life, by perfons the moft in his con- 
fidence. 

Bomilcar, ftill carrying in his mind the offers which had been made 
bv Metellus, and willing to have fome merit with the Romans, into 
whole hands he and all the fubjects of Jugurtha were likely foon to 
fall, formed a defign againft his mafter, and drew Nabdalfa, a prin- 
cipal officer in the Numidian armies, to take part in the plot. They 
were difcovered in time to prevent .the execution of their defign, but 
they made Jugurtha from thenceforward confider the camp of his 
own army as a place of danger to himfelf, rendered him diftruftful, 
timorous, and unquiet ; frequently changing his company and his 

quarters, his guards and his bed. Under thefe apprehenfions, by 
which his mind was confiderably difordered and weakened, he en- 
deavoured, by continual and rapid motions, to make it uncertain where 
he fliculd be found ; and he experienced at laft, that private affafii- 
nation and breach of faith, although they appear to abridge the toils 
of ambition, are not expedient even in war ; that they render human 
life itfelf, for the advantages of which war is undertaken, no longer 
eligible or worthy of being preferved. Weary of his anxious ftate, 
he ventured once more to face Metellus in the field, and being again 
defeated, fled to Thaia, where he had left his children and the 
moft valuable part of his treafure. This city too, finding Me- 
tellus had followed him, he was obliged to abandon, and, with his 

children and his remaining effects, fled from Numidia, firft to the 
country of the Getuli, barbarous nations, that lived among the 

mountains of Atlas fouth of Numidia, and whom he endeavoured to 

arm in his caufe. From thence he fled to Bocchus king of Mauri- 
tania, whofe daughter he had married ; and having perfuaded this 
prince to confider his quarrel with the Romans as the common caufe 
of all monarchies, who were likely in fucceffion to become the prey 

of 
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of this arrogant and infatiable power, he prevailed on the Mauri- c *j A P. 
tanian to afTemble his army, and to attempt the relief of Numidia. 

Jugurtha, in conjunction with his new ally, directed his march to 
Cirta, and Metellus perceiving his intention, took poft to cover that 
place. But while he was endeavouring, by threats or perfuafions, to 
detach the king of Mauritania from Jugurtha, he received inform- 
ation from Rome that he was fuperfeded in the command of the 
army; and from thenceforward protracted the war, under pretence 
of meffiiges and negotiations, and poffibly inclined to leave it with 
all its difficulties entire to his fucceflbr. 

Marius, having ferved under Metellus, had with great difficulty, 

and not without fome expreffions of fcorn on the part of his genera!, 
obtained leave to depart for Rome, where he meant to ftand for the 

Confulfhip. He accordingly appeared in the capacity of candidate for 
this honour, and by vaunting, inftead of concealing, the obfcurity of 

his anceftors; by inveighing againft the whole order of Nobility, their 
drefs, their city manners, their Greek learning, their family images, the 
ftrefs they laid on the virtue of their forefathers to compenfate the 
want of it in themfelves ; but more efpecially by arraigning the di- 
latory conduct of Metellus, and by promifing a fpeedy iflue to the 
war, if it mould be entrufted to liimfclf ; a promife,. to which the 
force and ability he had fhown in all the ftations he had hitherto filled, 
procured him fome credit ; he fo far won upon the People, that he was 
chofen Conful, in oppofition to the intereft of the Nobles, and to the 
influence of all the leading men of the Senate. His promotion was 
in a particular manner galling to Metellus, whofe reputation he had 
attacked, and to whofe ftation in Africa, by an exprefs order of the 

People, in contempt of the arrangement which had been made by the 
Senate, he was now to fucceed. 

Upon the nomination of Marius, the party who had oppofed his U. c. 6 6, 
preferment did not attempt to withhold the reinforcements which he Lo^l™** 

afked c «^«« 
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afked for the fervice in which he was to command. They even 
hoped to increafe his difficulties by iuffering him to increaie the efta- 
blifhment of his province. The wealthier clafs of the People alone 
were yet admitted into the legions ; and being averfe to fuch diftant 
fervices, were likely to conceive a diflike to the perfons by whom they 
were forced to inlift. Marius in this capacity might lofe fome part 
cf the popular favour which he now enjoyed, and become lefs for- 
midable to his rivals in the State. But this crafty and daring poli- 
tician, by flighting the laws which excluded the neceflitous citizens 
frcm ferving in the legions, found in this clafs of the People a nu- 
merous and willing fupply. They crowded to his ftandard, and 
filled up his army without delay, and even without offence, to thofe 
of a better condition, who were pleafed with relief from this part of 
their public burdens. 

This was a remarkable and dangerous innovation in the Roman- 
State, and may be mentioned among the fteps which haftened the 
ruin of the commonwealth. From this time forward, the fword be- 
gan to pafs from the hands of thofe who were interelted in the pre- 
fervation of the republic, into the hands of others who were willing 

to make it a prey. The circumftances of the times were fuch, indeed, 

to give warning of the change. The fervice of a legionary foldier 
was become too fevere for the lefs indigent order of citizens,, and 
now opened to the neceflitous the principal road to profit, as well as 

honour. Marius, to facilitate his levies, was willing to gratify 
both ; and thus gave beginning to the formation of armies who were 
ready to fight for or againft the laws of their country, and who, in 
the fequel, fubftituted battles for the bloodlefs contefts which hitherto 
had arifen from the di virions of party. 

The new Conful, unrivalled in the favour of the People,, obtained 
whatever he required ; and, being completely provided for the fervice 

to which he was deftined, embarked for Africa with a great reinforce- 
ment,, 
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ment, and in a few days arrived at Utica. Upon his arrival, the 
operations of the war were refumed, and carried into the wealthier! 

provinces of Numidia, where he encouraged his army with the hopes 
of fpoil. The new levies, though compofed of perfons hitherto ex- 
cluded from the military fervice, were formed by the example of the 
legions already in the field, and who were now well apprifed of their 

own fuperiority to the African armies. Bocchus and Jngurtha, upon 
the approach of this enemy, thought proper to feparate, and took 

different routs into places of fafety in the more difficult and inac- 
ceflfible parts of the country. 

This feparation was made at the fuggeftion of Jugurtha, who al- 
leged that, upon their appearing to defpair, and to dilcontinue all of- 
fenfive operations, the Roman general would become more fecure* 

and more open to furprife. But Marius, without abating his vigi- 
lance, preflfed where the enemy gave way, over-ran the country, and 

took pofleffion of the towns they had left. To rival the glory which 
Metellus had gained in the reduction of Thala, he ventured on a like 
enterprife, in the face of fimilar difficulties, by attacking Thafpa, a 
place furrounded with defarts, and in the mid ft of a land defti- 
tute of water, and of every refource for an army. Having fuc- 
ceeded in this defign, he ventured, in his return, to attack ano- 
ther fortrefs, in which, it being fuppofed impregnable, the royal 
treafurcs were lodged. This ftrong hold was fituated on a rock, 
which was every where, except at one path that was fortified with 
ramparts and towers, faced with fteep and inacceffible cliffs. The 
gamfon permitted the firft approaches of the Romans with perfect 
Security, and even derifion. After Come fruitlefs attacks, Marius 
with fome imputation of folly in having made the attempt, was about 
to defift from the enterprife, when a Ligurian, who had been ufed 
to pick fnails on the cliffs over which this forrrefs was fi mated, found 
himfelf, in fearch of his prey, and by the growing facility of the 

2 afcent, 
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afcent, led to a height from which he began to have hopes of reaching 
the fummit. He accordingly furmounted all the difficulties in his 

% 

way ; and the garrifon being then intent on the oppofite fide of the 

fortrefs to which the attaclc was directed, he returned unobferved. 
This intelligence he carried to Marius, who without delay ordered 
a detachment of chofen men, with an unufual number of trumpets 
and inftruments of alarm, to follow the direction of this guide. He 

himfelf, to divert the attention of the befieged, and to be ready, on 
receiving the propoied fignal from within, to make a vigorous and 

deciiive aiTault, advanced to the walls. The Ligurian, with much 
diinculty, endeavoured to effect his intentions. The foidicrs who 
followed him were obliged to untie their fandals and their helmets, to 
Hing their ihields and their fwords, and, at difficult parts of the 
rock, could not be perfuaded to advance until their guide had repeat- 
edly paffed and repaffed in their fight, or had found Humps and points 
of the ftone at which they could faften cords to aid their afcent. The 
fummit was to be gained at laft by the brandies of a tree which^ 
being rooted in a cleft of the rock, grew up to the edge of the pre- 
cipice. By the branches of this tree the whole party pa fled, and, 
climbing near to its top, landed at laft on the fummit. They in- 
flandy founded their trumpets and gave a luckier, alarm. The be- 
iieged, who had been drawn to the walls to refill the enemy who at- 
tacked them in front, were aflonilhed with this found in their rear, 
and icon after, greatly terrified with the confufed flight from behind 
them of women, children, and men unarmed, and being at the fame 
rime vigoroufly attacked at their gates, were no longer able to refill, 
luffered the Romans to force their way at this entrance^ and in the end. 
to become mailers of the fort. 

W bile Marius was engaged in the ficge of this place lie was joined 

by the Quxfror Syila, v^ho had been left in Italy to bring up the ca- 
valry, which were not ready to embark at the departure of the ConiuL 

This. 
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This young man was of a Patrician and noble family, but which had 
not, for fome generations, borne any of the higher offices of State. 

He himfelf partook in the learning which then fpread into Italy, from 
a communication with the Greeks, and had pafled the early part of 
his life in town-difiipation or in literary ftudies, of which the laft 
were confidered at this time at Rome as a fpecies of corruption aim oft 
equal to the firft. He was yet a novice in war, but having an enter- 

prifing genius, foon became an object of refpect to the foldiers, and of 
jealoufy to his general, with whom he now laid the foundation of 
a quarrel more fatal to the commonwealth than that which had 
fubfifted between the prefent and preceding commander in this 
fervice. 

The king of Numidia, flung by the fenfe of what he had already 
loft, and expecting no advantage from any further delays, determined, 

in conjunction with Bocchus, to make a vigorous effort, and to 
oblige Marius, who was then moving to his winter quarters, yet to 

hazard a battle for the prefcrvation of what he had acquired in the 
preceding campaign. The king of Mauritania had been inclined to 
remain neutral, or to enter on a fcparate treaty with the Romans j 
but being promifed a third part of the kingdom of Numidia, in cafe 
the Romans were expelled from thence, and the war mould be 
brought to a happy conclufion, he once more brought forward his 
army, and joined Jugurtha. 

The profperous ftate of the Romans, undifturbed for fome time 
by the oppofition of any enemy in the field, infpired them with fome 
degree of negligence or fecurity, by which they were expofed to fur- 
prife. About an hour before the fctting of the fun, their march was 
interrupted by the attack of numerous parties, who, without any 
fettled order, occupied the fields through which they were to pafs, 

and feemed to intend, by aflailing them on every fade, to begin the 
night with a fcene of confufion, of which they might afterwards 
Vol. I. Z z more 
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more effectually 'avail themfelves in the dark. In an action begun 
under thefe difad vantages, it was fuppofed, that the Roman army 
might be entirely defeated, and in a country with which they were 
net acquainted, and in circumftances for which they were not at all 
prepared, being unable to effect a retreat, furrender at difcretion. 

Jugurtha, with his ufual intrepidity and conduct, profited by every 
circuir.ftar.ee which prefented itfelf in his favour. He brought the 
troop-S of which his army was compofed, whether Getulians or 
Numidians, horfe or foot, to harafs the enemy in their different 
ways of righting, and where they could eafiefl make their attacks. 
Wherever a party was repulfed, he took care to replace it ; and fome- 
times affected to remit his ardour, or to fly with every appearance of 

panic, in order to tempt the Romans to break from their ranks. Marius,. 
notwithstanding, with great dexterity and prelence of mind, main- 
tained the form of his march ; and, before night, got pofleflion of 
ibme heights on which he could fecure his army. He hirnfelf, with 

the infantry, chofe that which had the fteepeft afcent, and ordered 
Sylla, with the cavalry, to take his poft on a fmaller eminence below. 
That his pofition might not be known to the enemy, he prohibited 
the lighting of fires, and the ufual founding of trumpets at the dif- 
ferent watches of the night. The Xumidians had halted on the 
plain where night overtook them, and were obferved, at break of 
day, repofmg in great fecurity, and without any feeming apprehen- 
fion or danger from an enemy, who was fuppofed to be flying, and 
who, on the preceding day, had, with fome difficulty, efcaped from 
their hands. Marius refolved to attack them in this fituation, and 
gave orders, which were communicated through the army, that, at 
a general found of the trumpets, every man fhould ftand to his 
arms, and with a great fhout, and beating on his fhield, make an 
impetuous attack on the enemy. The defign, accordingly, fucceed- 
ed. The Kumidians, who had often affected to fly, were driven 

2 into 
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Into an actual rout. Great numbers fell in the flight, and many c H^A P. 
enfigns and trophies were taken. 

After this victory, Marius, with his ufual precautions, and with- 
out remitting his vigilance, on a fuppofition that the enemy was dif- 
perfed, directed his march to the towns on the coaft, where he in- 
tended to fix his quarters for the winter. Jugurtha, well apprised 
of his route, propofed again to furprife him before he fhould reach 
the end of his journey ; and, for this purpofe, avoided giving him 
any premature or unneceffary caufe of alarm. He prepared to at- 
tack the Roman army in the neighbourhood of Cirta, which was to 
be the end of their labours, and near to which he fuppofed that they 
would think themfelves fecure from any further attempts -of their 
enemy. In the execution of this defign, he, with the greater!: abi- 
lity, conducted his troops to the place of action, and there too made 

every effort of conduct and refolution. But the match being un- 
equal, he was obliged to give up the conteft ; and, with his fword 
and his armour all bathed in blood, and almoft alone, is faid to have 
left a field, in which, for the firft time, he had taken no precautions 
for re-affembling his army, and on which his Numidians were ac- 
cordingly routed, to rally no more ! 

Upon thefe repeated defeats, Bocchus defpaired of the fortunes of rj. c. 647. 
Jugurtha, and fent a deputation to Marius, requefting a conference sirannJsT 
with himfelf, or with fome of his officers. He obtained an inter- < ^ 10 ^ 5 Scr 
view with Sylla and Manlius ; but, upon their arrival, had taken 
no fixed refolution, and was ftill kept in fufpence, by the per- 
fuafion of thofe of his court who favoured the intereft of Jugur- 
tha. Marius, being continued in his command, refumed the 
operations of the war, and was about to attack the only place which 
yet remained in the hands of the enemy. When the king of Man- 

1 

ritania, alarmed by this circumftance, took his refolution to fue for 
peace, he fent a deputation of five chofen perfons, firft to the 

2 z 2 quarters 
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quarters of Marius, and, with this general's permifTion, ordered them 
to proceed from thence to Rome. Thefe deputies, being admitted 

into the Senate, made offers of frieudfhip in the name of their 

mafler ; and were informed, in return, that he mull give proofs of 
his friendly difpofition to the Romans, before they could believe his 
profeffions, or liften to any terms of peace. When this anfwer was 
reported to Bocchus, he was not at a lofs to underftand that the Ro- 
mans wifhed him to deliver up the king of Numidia into their hands 5 
and feems to have conceived the defign of purchafmg peace, even on 
thefe term?. Sylla being already perfonally known to him, he made 
choice of this officer, as the perfon with whom he would treat, and 
defired he might be lent to his quarters. The Roman Qua^ftor accord- 
ingly let out with a fmall party. On the way he was met by Volux, 

the ion of the king of Mauritania, with a thoufand horfe : him he 
confidered as of doubtful intention, whether come as a friend or an 
enemy ; but coming with profeffions cf friendmip from the king his 
father, and with orders to efccrt the Roman Quaker, they pro- 
ceeded together. On the fecond day after this junction, Volux came 

in haite to the quarters of Sylla, and informed him, that the ad- 
vanced party- had difcovered Jugurtha pofted on their route, with a 
confiderable force, and earneftly preiTed the Romans to endeavour 

to make their efcape in the night. 

Sylla could no longer command his fufpicions, and, fenfible that 

he had imprudently, without hoftage or other fecurity, ventured too 
far on the faith of an African prince, proudly refufed to alter his 
march ; defired that the Mauritanian prince, if he thought proper, 
fhould depart ; but informing him, at the fame time, that the Ro- 
man people would know how to avenge the injury done to their 
officers, and would not fail to punifh the perfidy of the king his fa- 
ther, Volux made proteftations of his innocence ; and as the Ro- 
man Quseftor could not be prevailed on to fave himfelf by flight, 

this 
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this prince infifted to remain, and to fhare in his danger. They ac- 
cordingly kept on their way, parted through the troops of Jugurtha,, 
who, though difpofed to offer violence to the Romans,, had yet fome 
meafures to obferve with the king of Mauritania, whofe ion was in 
the company ; and while, contraiy to his ufual character, he re- 
mained undecided, the prey efcaped him, and got out of his reach. 

Jugurtha fent perfons of confidence immediately to counteract the 
negotiations of Sylla at the court of Bocchus ; and each of thefe 
parties folicited the king of Mauritania to betray the other. The 
Numidians endeavoured to perfuade him, that, with fuch an hoftage 
as Sylla in his hands, he might ftill expect: fome honourable terms 
from the Romans ; and Sylla, on the other part, reprefented, that, 
as the king of Mauritania had offended the Romans, by abetting the 
crimes of Jugurtha, he muft now expiate his guilt by delivering him 
over to juftice. It was the inclination of this prince to favour Ju- 
gurtha ; but it was his intercft, as well as his intention, to gain the 
Romans. While he was ftill in fufpence, he gave equal encourage- 
ment to both parties ; and, without being finally determined what 

he mould do, appointed the Roman Quseftor and the king of Nu— 

midia to meet him without any efcort, or number of men in arms,, 
referving to the laft moment the power of determining againft the one 

or the other. He had placed a body of his own troops in ambufh, 

and, foon after the parties were met, gave a* fignal, which his men 

underftood to be for feizing Jugurtha. The Numidians, who at- 
tended their king, were flam ; he himfelf was put in chains, and de- 
livered up to the Roman Quxftor. Sylia, with the exultation of a: 
hunter, received this lion in his toils ; and, though he lived to per- 
form much greater actions, ftill appears to have valued himfelf moft 

* 

on the fuccefs of this coramiffion. He boafted fo much of his prize,, 

that he became, from that moment, an object of jealoufy to Marius,, 

and was confulered as a perfon advancing too fail in the fame career 

of 
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of renown 9 . It was nnderftood among the Romans, that the com- 
mander in chief, upon any fervice, in any divifion or province of the 
empire, enjoyed the triumph for victories gained, even in his abfence, 
by his lieutenants, or by thole who ferved under his command ^ and Ma- 
rius probably thought thatSyllatook more to himfelf than was due upon 

this occafion. The defire of being the perfon who put the rimming 
hand to any fen-ice, however accomplifhed, was not peculiar to thefe 
officers. It was an effect of the Roman policy in making. the rewards of 
honour depend fo much on events, without regard to the means which 
were employed to produce them. From this circ urn fiance, the citizens 
of this republic were as defirous of having the reputation of fuccefs- 
ful adventures affixed to their names, as courtiers in modern Europe are 
defirous to have titles of nobility, or badges of their fovereign's favour. 

The war being thus at an end, Marius appointed a thankfgiving ; 
and, while he was offering the cuflomary facrifices, the news arrived 
from Rome that the People had difpenfed with the law in his favour, 
and again had made choke of him for Conful of the following yean 
This choice was determined by the great alarm which the Romans 
had taken on the approach of the barbarous nations, who, like a 
meteor, had, for fome years, traverfed the regions of Europe, 
and, with uncertain direction, were faid to deftroy wherever they 
moved- The Romans had repeatedly flood in their way, and had 
provoked a refentment, which thefe barbarians were fuppofed, in 
hafte, to wreck upon Italy. They were at firft heard of under the 
■name only of Cimbri ; but were now known to confifl of many 
nations, under the appellations of Ambrones, Teutones, Tectolagi, and 
Others ; and had gained accefficns of force by the junction of the 
Tigurini, and other Gauliih nations, who, either by choice or com- 
pulsion, were made a part in this mighty hoft, whole movements 
the Romans confidered as chiefly directed againft themfelves, 

• Plutarch, in Mario & in Sylla. 

Befides 
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Befides the armies commanded by the Confuls Carbo and Silanus, C H^A P. 

who had fallen victims to this barbarous enemy, other confiderable v — — — ' 
bodies, under Scaurus and Camus, had perilhed by their hands ; 

and other misfortunes, from the fame quarter, were coming apace. MaUius. 0 "" 
At, the time that Marius had fmifhed the war with Jugurtha, Quintus 
Servius Gspio, having the former year commanded in Gaul,, where 
he deftroyed or pillaged the city of Tclofa, and made a great booty, 
confiding, according to Juftin, of one hundred thoufand pounds 
weight of gold, and one million five hundred thoufand pounds weight 
of fiiver, was now, in his turn, to meet with this enemy ; the Con- 
fid Mallius or Manilius had orders to join- him ; and all the troops 

they could affemble were thought neceffary to withftand the Barbae 
rians, Thefe generals united their forces on the Rhone, but without 
a proper difpofition to att in concert ; they were accordingly de- 
feated in battle ; eighty thoufand Romans, amongft whom were the 
two fons of the Conful Manilius, were killed in the action ; forty 
thoufand attendants of the army were malfacred in cold blood. Both 
camps were taken. 

i 

After this victory the lords of the Cimbri, being affembled in council,, 
called before them Aurelius Scaurus, formerly a Roman Conful, lately 

iecond in command to one of the vanquifhed armies, and now a pri- 
soner. They queftioned him with refpedl: to the forces in Italy, and 
the route to be taken acrofs the Alps : To thefe queftions he made an- 
fwer, That it would be in vain for them to invade that country : 
that the Romans, on their own territory, were invincible. And, in 

return to thefe words, it is faid, that a Barbarian firuck the prifoner 
with his dagger to the heart. It is further faid of this barbarous 
council, that they came to a refolution to fpare no prifoners, to de- 
ftroy the fpoils of the ilain, to caft all the treafures of gold and fiiver 
into the neareft river, to deftroy all horfes with their faddles and fur- 
niture, and to fave no booty whatever ; and it mull be confefTed y 

that 
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that in this their refolutions were guided by a policy well accom- 
modated to the manner of life they chofe to maintain. Wealthy 
pofieffions frequently difqualify even fettled nations for the toils of 
war, but to migrating tribes, they would be certain impediments 
and the means of ruin l3 . 

Thefe accounts of the character of an enemy, and of the fate cf 
Roman armies which ventured to encounter them, were received at 

Rome with amazement and terror. The citizens changed their drefs, 
and affumed the military habit. Rutilius, the Conful, who had re- 
mained in the admmiflration of affairs in Italy, had inirruclions from 

the Senate to array every perfon that was fit to bear arras. No one 
who had attained the military age was exempted. It is mentioned, 

that the fon of the Conful himfelf was turned into the ranks of a le- 
gion. There was little time to train fuch levies ; and the ufual way 
was thought infufficient. The fencing-mafters, employed to train 
gladiators for the public fhews, were brought forth, and diftributed 

to inftruct the citizens in the ufe of their weapons ". But the ex- 
pedient, on which the People chiefly relied for deliverance from the 
dangers which threatened them, was the nomination of Marius to 
command againft this terrible enemy. 

This officer, upon hearing of his re-election, fet out for Italy, 
and, with his legions and their captives, entered Rome in triumph ; 

a fpeclacle, of which Jugurtha, in chain?, with his unfortunate 

children, were the principal figures. When the proceffion was over, 
the captive king was led to a dungeon, under orders for his imme- 
diate execution. As he was about to be {tripped of his ornaments and 

robes, the executioner, in hafie to pluck the pendants from his ears, tore 
away the flefh, and thruft him naked into a dungeon below ground. 
He defcended into this place with a fmile, faying, " What a cold 

13 Orouus, lib. v. c. 16. Eutrop. lib. v. 11 Valer. Max. lib. ii. c. 3. 

« bath 
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,e bath is here ?" He pined about fix days, arid expired. A king c P. 
and an able commander would, in fuch a fituation, have been an 
object of refpect and of pity, if we did not recollect, that he was 
the murderer of Adherbal and Hiempfal, the innocent children of 



his benefactor. 



fome 



being told, that his own childern, who were likewife innocent, were 

exempted from the lot of their father, and honourably entertained 
in Italy, 

« Marius, in this triumph, is faid to. have brought into the treafury 
three thoufand and feven pounds, or thirty thoufand and feven ty 
ounces of gold 3 and fifty-feven thoufand feven hundred and fifty 
ounces of filver ; and in money, two hundred and eighty-feven thou- 
fand denarii". He entered the Senate, contrary to cuftom, in 
his triumphal robes, probably to infiilt the Nobles, who ufed to defpife 
him as a perfon of obfeure extraction, born in a country town, and 

of a mean family : but rinding that this was confidered as an act of 
petulance, and generally condemned, he withdrew and changed his 

drefs. 

The kingdom of Numidia was difmembered ; part was put into 
the poffeflion of Bocchus as a reward for his late fervices ; and part 
referved for the furviving heirs of MaflinifTa. 

As the law refpecting the Confulate now flood, no one could be tj. C. 649. 
elected in abfence, nor re-elected into this office, till after an Mariul'zdo^ 
interval of ten years. Both claufes were difpenfed with in favour of £^ r *a ia * 
Marius, under pretence of continuing him at the head of the army ; 

if 

but as he might flill have remained at the head of the army, 

and have rendered the fame fervices to the State in the quality of 
Proconful, his re-election may be afcribed to his own ambition, and 
to his jealoufy of other rifing men in the State* Being confidered as. 

11 About io,ooaI. 

• m 
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head of the popular party, his elevation was an object of zeal to 

the Tribunes, and was intended to mortify thofe who affedted the 
diflin&ions of antient family. Contrary to the ufual form, and with- 
out rafting lots, he was preferred to his colleague in the appointment 
to command in GauL Having his choice of all the armies at that time 

in Italy, he took the new levies, lately afTembled and difciplined by 
Rutilius, in preference to the veterans, who had ferved in Africa under 
Metellus and himfelf. It is probable that he was determined in this 
choice, more by his defire to gratify the veterans, who wifhed to 
be dhcharged, than by the confederation of any fuppofed fuperiority 
in the difcipline to which the new levies had been trained l \ 

Upon the arrival of Marius in his province it appeared, that the 
alarm taken for the fafety of Italy was fomewhat premature. The 

Barbarians in their battles only meant to maintain the reputation of 
their valour, or to keep open the tract of their migrations. They 
had found the lands, from about the higher parts of the Danube and 
the Rhine, through Gaul and acrofs the Pyrennees into Spain, and 
to the ocean, convenient for their purpofe, and fufficiently exten- 
five. They had yet meditated no war with the Romans, or any 
other nation ; but did not decline the encounter where they met 

with refinance. At prefent they continued their migrations to the 

weftward, without any intention to crofs the Alps, or to vifit the 

nations who inhabited within thofe mountains. 

We have nothing recorded in hiftory concerning the movements 

of thefe wandering nations, during the two fubfequent years, except 
what is related of their adventure with Fulvius, a Roman Prsetor, pro- 
bably in Spain, who, in return for hoftilities committed in his pro- 
vince, having made a feint to draw the attention of their warriors, 
fiirprifed and lacked their camp. Under the apprehenfion, however, 

Frontics de Stragemat. lib. iv. c. 2. 

of 
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of their return towards Gaul and Italy, Marius continued to be 
elecled Gonful, and was repeatedly named to the command of the 
army that was deftined to oppofe them. His party at Rome had,, 
at this time, befides the exigency which juftified their choice,, 
many other advantages agaihft their antagccaifts, and maintained the 

envious quarrel of the lower people againft the nobility with great 
animofity and zeal. 
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CHAP. V. 



Review of the Circumjlances which revived the popular Party, 
Farther Account of Lavas and. Regulations under their Adminiflra- 



tion. State of the Empire. Fourth Confulate of Marin s. 

Continued Migrations of the barbarous Nations. Defeated by 

Marius at Aqua Scxtit?. By Menus and Catulus in Italy. 




BOOK npHE Senate had, for fome time after the fupprelljon of the 

JL troubles which were raifed by Fulvius and the younger Gracchus, 
retained its authority, and reftrained the Tribunes of the People with- 
in ordinary bounds ; but by the fufpicions which arofe againft them, 
on the fubject of their tranfa&ions with Jugurtha, and by the mif- 
carriages of the war in Numidia, they again loft their advantage. It 

is difficult to afcertain the real grounds of thefe fufpicions. Salluft 

feems to admit them in their utmoft extent, and reprefents the whole 

order of nobility as mercenary traders, difpofed-to fell what the re- 
public entrufled to their honour. That the prefents of Jugurtha were 
ibmetimes accepted, and produced fome effect, is not to be doubted ; 
but that the ariliocracy of Rome, during its fhort reign, was fo much 

pted, is fcarcely to be credited. Such a meafure of corruption 
muft have rendered the State a prey to every foreign power that was 
in condition to miflead its councils, and is not confiftent with that fu- 



periority which the Romans then generally poffeffed in their negotia- 
tions, as well as in their wars. The charge itfelf favours too much of 
that envy with which the lower clafs of the People at all times in- 
terpret the conduct cf their fuperiors, and which was greatly coun- 
tenanced by the partizans of Cadar, at the time when Salluft wrote, 

in order to vilify and reduce the Senate. We cannot, however, 

oppofe 
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oppofe mere conjecture to the pofitive teftimony of Salluft, corro- 
borated by fome fufpicious circumftances in the tranfaclions of the 
times. Among thefe we may recoiled the patronage which Jugurtha 
met with at Rome, contrary to the profeflions of the Romans, in 
^behalf of juftice, and the uncommon number of Senators degraded, 
at that time, by authority of the Cenfors, Q^C&cilius Metellus and 
Cn. Domitius Ahenobarbus which has been already mentioned in 
its place. 

Whatever may have been the real occafion of the cry then fub- 
fifting againft the Nobles, we have feen that the popular party, avail- 
ing themfelves of it, and giving it all manner of countenance, found 
means to. recover great part of their loft power. The Tribunes, 
having obtained the cftablimment of a fpecial commiflion for the 
trial of all thofe who had received bribes from Jugurtha, made the 
people confider their own acl: in constituting a court of inquiry, as 
fufficient to evince the reality of the crime. The profecutions which 
continued to be carried on for two years, upon this fuppofirion, 
ferved Tnore than the fubject of any former djfputc to alienate the 
minds of men from each other, and from the public. Qneftions 
were more'of a private than of a public nature, and occupied the 
worn: of the human. pafTions, envy, malice, and revenge. One party 
learned to cherilh falfehood, fubornation, and perjury ; the other 
lived in continual fear of having fuch engines employed againft them- 
felves. 

The People, in their zeal to attack the Nobility under any pre- 
tence, made no diftinclion between errors and crimes; and, contrary 
to the noble fpirit of their anceftors, treated misfortune, incapacity, 
or treachery, with equal rigour. One Tribune had extended the ufe 
of the fecret ballot to the trial of leiler crimes ~~ ; another, upon this 

1 It is already mentioned, that thirty-two Senators were flruck off the rolls by thefe ma- 

. . ' occafion, 
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occafion", took away all diftinclions, and introduced k ia the trial of 
capital crimes alio : fo that the judge, without being accountable, 

indulged his fecret malice or partial favour \ 

Laws were made to promote the intereft, as well as to gratify the 
animcfirv of the lower people. By the Agrarian law of Gracchus, 
certain limits were fet to eftates in land ; but, in order to render the 
excefs of lands, in the hands of any particular perfon, immediately 

ufeful to the People, it was permitted, by an amendment made during 
the low ftate of the ariftocratical party, that perfons in poffeffion. 
of more than the legal meafure of land, might retain their eftates, 
but fubjedfc to a rent to be collected for the benefit .of the poorer 
citizens ; and thus it was propofed, that without any trouble in 
taking poflefJion of lands, or removing from the city, the favourites 

of the party Ihould be accommodated, and reap the fruits of feditioa 

and idlenefs unimpaired *. 

It was propofed > by the Conful Servilius Cspio, that the Senate* 
whofe members were perfonally fo much expofed to profecutions, 



mould have their fhare likewife in compofing the juries, a privilege 
of which, by the edict of Gracchus, they had been deprived 5 - In 

whatever degree this propofal was adopted, it was again exprefsly 
repealed upon the motion of Servilius Glaucia. And Csepio foon 
after experienced, in his own perfon, the animofity of the popular 
faction, being tried for mifcarriage in his battle with the Cimbri. He 
was condemned by the judges, and afterwards, in virtue of a regulation 
obtained by CaiBus, one of the Tribunes, declared, in confequence. 
of that Sentence, disqualified to hold a place :in the Senate \ 

B elides the tranfacrions already mentioned, the following particu- 
lars, overlooked in the hurry of recording military operations and 



* Lex Czlia Tabellana. 

5 Cicer. dc Legibos, lib. in. 

* Appku. dcBeU. Civ. lib. i. 



5 Valer. Max. lib. v. c. 9. 

0 Afconius Paedianaj in Cornell ana Ci<X- 
zonis. 

events* 
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events, may ferve ftill farther to characterize the times. M. Junius c 
Silanus was tried for mifcondud againft the enemy; M. Emilius 
Scaurus, firft on the roll of the Senate, was brought to trial for 
contempt of religion ; but both acquitted. The ardour for thefe 
profecutions and popular regulations, continued until the fecond 
Gonfulate of Marius, when M. Marcius Philippus, one of the Tri- 
bunes, moved to reftore the law of Tiberius Gracchus refpecling the 
divifion of eftates in land ; and, in his fpeech in iupport of this 
motion, affirmed, that there were not two thoufand families in Rome 
pofleffed of any property in land whatever*. This motion, how- 
ever, was withdrawn. 



were 



punilh, fortunately That of peculation or extortion in the provinces 
was one. To facilitate complaints on this fubjeet, not only perfons 
having an immediate inter eft in the cafe* but all to whom any money 
or effects injurioufly taken might have otherwife come by inheritance, 
were intitled to profecute for this offence ; and any alien, who con- 
victed a Roman citizen of this crime, fo as to have him ftruck off 
the rolls of the People, was himfelf to be inrolled inftead of the ci- 
tizen difplaced 7 . 

Domitius, one of the Tribunes, attacked the ariftocratical confti- 



priefthood, 



election from 



continues to influence the bulk of mankind aft< 
here flood in his way. The cuftom was againft 



matters 



The People, therefore 



it was confeffed, could not interfere without profanation ; but a cer- £ J S . 



inftrucl: 



the college of priefti whom they were to chufe \ The fame artifice. 



* Cicer. de Officiis, lib. ii. 9 Afcenius in CorneJiana Ciceronis. 

7 Cicero in Balbiana. 

or 
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or verbal evalion, had been already admitted in the form of electing 

the Poatifex Maxknus, now chofen by. feventeen of the Tribes wha 

vrere drawn by lot \ 

During this period, a jufl alarm was taken on the fubject of 
of private well as public corruption. Liberty was conceived 
to imply a freedom from every reflraint, and to juftify licence and 
contempt of the laws. The* aids which were given to the People to 
enable them to fubfifl in profufion and idlenefs ; the wealth that 
was pailing to Rome in the hands of traders, .contractors, and 
farmers of the revenue, as well as provincial officers, by whom the 
profits of a firft appointment were lavifhed in public thews, fights 
of gladiators, and baiting of wild hearts, to gain the People in their 

canvas for farther preferments ; thefe feveral -circunut ances tended, 

in the higher! degree, to corrupt the People, and to render them 
unworthy of that fovereignty which they actually pofTeffed in the 
prevalence of the popular faction. 

The feverities which were practifed in certain cafes, the furhptuary 
laws which were provided to reftrain luxury, were but feeble aids to 

flop fuch a fource of difcrder. It is mentioned, as an inftance of 

fuch feverity, that fome veftals were queftioned at this time for a 

breach of that facred obligation to chaftity, under which they were 
held up as a pattern of manners to the Roman women ; that three 
of them were condemned, and, together with Roman knights, the 
fuppofed partners in their crimes, fuffcred extreme punifhment. A 
temple was on this occaiion erected to the goddefs Venus under a 
new title, that of the Reformer 10 ; and prayers were to be offered 
up in this temple, that it might pleafe the goddefs to guard the 



chaftity of Roman women 



* Cicero ce Lege Agraria. *° Venus Yerticordte, 

, lib* v. c. 15. Jal. Obfefjuta.-. Ovid. Fait, lib, 
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The term luxury is fomcwhat ambiguous ; it is put for fen- 
fuality or exccfs in what relates to the prefervation of animal 
life; and for the effedt of vanity, in what relates to the deco- 
rations of rank and fortune. The luxury of the Romans, in the 
prefent age, was probably of the former kind, and fumptuary laws 
were provided, not to reftrain vanity, but to govern the appetites for 
anere debauch. * About the time that Jugurtha was at. Rome, the 

fumptuary law of Fannius received an addition, by which Roman 
citizens were not only reftricled in their ordinary expence, but the 

legal quantities and fpecies of food were prefcribed to them. The 
whole expence of the table was reftricled to thirty a(Tes ,x a day, and 
the meat to be ferved up, to three or four pounds, dried or faked. 
There was no reftriction in the ufe of herbs or vegetables of any 
fort x \ According to A. Gellius, the law permitted, on certain 
days, an expence of an hundred afies \ on wedding-days, two hun- 
dred. It is remarkable, that this law continued to have its effect on 
the tables of Roman citizens after Cicero was a man '\ The Epi- 
cures of his time were obliged to make up, in the cookery of their 
vegetable diet, what was defective in that fpecies of food. 

About the time of the commencement of the Nnmidian war, the 
People, according to the Cenfus, amounted to four hundred and 
three thoufand four hundred and thirty-fix citizens, fit to carry 



arms. 



Qu 



tellus, and Cn. Domitius Ahenobarbus, expelled thirty-two members 

from the Senate. 

AVhile the Romans were Intent on the war which fubfiftcd in 
Africa, they were aflailed by enemies in fome of the other pro- 
vinces. In Spain, hoililities, at intervals, were ftill renewed. In 
endeavouring to quell one of the revolts of the natives, the Roman 

11 About two {hillings. 13 Macrobius Satur. lib. ii. c 17. 

J + Epift. ad Familiar. Jib. vii. ad Galium. 

Vol. I. 3 B P,u>tor 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



Praetor was killed ; in another encounter, the forces employed againft 

them were cut off; and a frefh army was tranfported from Italy, to 
fecure the Roman poffeflions. 

Hoftilities were like wife continued on the frontier of Macedonia, 

by the Scordifci, Triballi, and other Thracian nations ; and the Pro- 

conful Rufus, by his vi&ories in this quarter, obtained a triumph. 

During this p ?riod, in the Confullhip of Attilius Serranus, and 

Q^Servilius Csepio, the year after the firft Confulfhip of Marius, 
were born two i"f uftrious citizens, M. Tullius Cicero, and Cneius 
Pompeius Strabo. afterwards diftinguifhed by the appellation of Pom- 
pey the Great. And we are now to open the fcene in which the per- 

fons, on whom die fate of the Roman empire was to depend, made 

their feverai entries into life, or into public bufinefs, and began 

to pafs through an infancy or a youth of danger, to an old age 
of extreme trouble, which clofed with the fubverfion of that confti- 
tution to which tliev were born. 

Marius having, without any memorable event, pafTed the year of 
his fecond Confuiihip cn the frontier of Narbonne Gaul, was, by 
the People, ftill under the fame apprehenfion of the Cimbric inva- 

fion, re-elected into the fame office, and deftined for his former 
ftation. This year like wife the Barbarians turned afide from his pro- 
vince, and left the republic at ieifure to contend with enemies of lefs 
confederation, who appeared in a different quarter. Athenio, a flave 
in Sxilv, having murdered his matter, and broken open the prifons 
or vards in which Caves were commonlv confined at work, af- 
fembled a number together, and being clothed in a purple robe, 
with a crown and a fceptre, affected a fpecies of royalty, invited all 
the flaves of the ifland to affume their freedom under his protection* 
He acquired ftrength fumcient to cope with Servilius Cafca, the Ro- 
man Prt£tcr 5 and actually forced him in his camp. He likewife de- 
feated 
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feated the fucceeding Praetor, Licinius Lucullus 19 ; and was, in the c 
third year of the infurre&ion, with great difficulty, reduced by the 

Conful Aquilius. This revolt was at its height in this year of the 

third Confulfhip of Marius, and it was quelled in the fecond year after 
it, the rebels being f unrounded in their ftrong holds, and obliged 

to furrender for want of provifions 10 . The whole is mentioned 
now, that it may not recur hereafter to interrupt matters of more 

moment. 

About the fame time the Romans had been obliged to equip a 
naval armament under Marcus Antonius, known by the appellation 
of the Orator, againft the Cilician pyrates, who had lately infefted 
the feas. All that we know of this fervice is, in general, that it 
was performed with ability and fuccefs 

From Macedonia, Calpurnius Pifo reported, that the victory he 
had gained over the Thracians had enabled him to penetrate to the 
mountains of Rhodope and Caucafus. 

Such was the ftate of the empire when Caius Marius returned from 
his province in Gaul, to prefide at the election of Confuls. He was 
again, by the voice of the People, called upon to refume his former 
truft ; but he affetted, from modefty, to decline the honour. His 
partizans were prepared for his adttng this part, and were accord- 
ingly, by their importunities, to force him into an office which he 
fo modeftly feemed to decline. Among thefe, Apuleius Saturninus, 
at this time himfelf candidate for the office of Tribune, charged 
Marius with treachery to his country in propofing to defert the re- 
public in times of fo much danger ; and with his reproaches pre- 
vailed fo far as to render him paflive to the will of his fellow-citi- 
zens, who wifhed to re-place " him again in his former ftation. 

Flonis, lib. iii. c. 19. a0 Ibid. lib. iv. C. 19. 

511 Ibid. lib. iii. c. 6. Cicero de Orator, lib. i. " Plutarch, in Mario. 
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In this fourth Coiffulate, the courage and military fkill of Marius 
came to be actually exerted in his province. The barbarous nations, 
after their return from Spain, began to appear in feparate bodies, each 
forming a numerous and formidable army. In one divifion the 

Cimbri and Tectofages had paffed through the whole length of Gaul 
to the Rhine, and from thence proceeded by the Danube to Nori- 
cum or Auftria, and were pointing towards Italy by the valley of 
Trent. The Conful Lutatius Catulus was ftationed near the defcent 
of the Alps to obferve the motions of this body. 

In another divifion, die Ambrones and the Teutones hung on the 
frontier of the Roman province in Gaul, between the Garonne and 
the Rhone, and gave out, that they meant, by the mod ordinary 
route of the mountains, to join their allies in Italy. 

Upon the approach of this formidable enemy, Marius took poft 
on the Rhone at the confluence of that river with the Ifere, and 
fortified his camp in the moft effectual manner. The Barbarians, 
reproaching him with cowardice for having taken thele precautions* 
lent, agreeably to their own notions of war, a formal challenge to 

meet them in battle ; and having had for anfwer from Marius, That 
the Romans did not confult their enemies to know when it was pror 
per to fight, they were confirmed in the contempt which they already 
entertained of his army, ventured to leave them behind, and pro- 
ceeded in feparate divilions towards Italy. Marius followed ; and, 
with rapid marches, overtook them as they paffed over the country 
without any precaution ; fome of them near to the Roman colony of 
Sextius '~\ and far removed from each other. Having found them 

under fuch difadvantage, and in fuch confufion as expofed them to 
{laughter, with fcarcely any power of refinance, he put the greater 

part to the fword. Thus part of the hordes, who had for many 

23 Nov/ Aix, ir. Pxovence. 

years 



OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. . 373 

* 

years been fo formidable to the Romans, were now entirely cut off. c H A p * 




Ninety thoufand prifoners, with Tcutobochus, one of their kings 
were taken, and two hundred thoufand were fa id to be flain in the 

Held i+ . 

The news of this victory arriving at Rome, while it was known 
that another divifion of the fame enemy, not ]efs formidable, was 
ftill in the field, it was not to be doubted that the command and 
office of Conful would be continued to Marius. The populace, in- 
cited by fome of the factious Tribunes, joined, with the other ufual 
marks of their attachment to his perfon, that of difrefpect and in- 
iolence to thofe who were fuppofed to be his opponents and rivals. 

Of thefe Metellus NumidicuSj whom he had fupplanted in the com* 
mand of the army againft Jugurtha, was the chief. This refpectabic 
citizen, being now in the office of Cenfor, one Tlquitius, an impoflor 
of obfure or flavifh extraction, offered lumfclf to be enrolled as a 
citizen, under the popular defignation and name of Caius Gracchus, 
the fon of Tiberius. The Cenfor, doubting his title, called upon 
Sempronia, the fitter of Gracchus, to tcftify what flic knew of this 
pretended relation; and, upon her giving evidence againft him, re- 
jected his claim. The populace, ill-difpofed to Metellus, on ac- 
count of his fuppofed difference with Marius, took- this opportunity 
to infult him in the difcharge of his office ; attacked his h'oufe, and 
obliged him to take refuge in the Capitol. Even there the Tribune 
Saturninus would have laid violent hands on his perfon, if he had 
not been protected by a body of the Roman Knights, who had af- 
fembled in arms to defend him. This tumult was fuppreffed,- but 
not without bloodmed. 

"While the popular fiction were indulging in thefe marks of their C. C, 6; 
diflike to Metellus, they proceeded to beftow the honours which they h^Vc,' 1 

£+ Plutarch, :n Marii;. Oroirus, Jib. v. c. 16. Florus, lib. iii. c. 3. V«lleiu«. Eu- 
tropius. 

8 ir.tcudcd 
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3 O O £ intended for Marius, and chofe him for a fifth time ConfuL in con>- 
n. ... . . . 

junction with M. Aquilius. His late iplendid fuccefles againft one di- 
vision of the wandering Barbarians juftified this choice, and pointed him 
out as the fitteft perfon to combat the other, which was ftill expe&ed 



from, the fide of Noricum to attempt the invafion of Italy. Catulus, 

the late colleague of Marius, commanding the troops that were fta- 

tioned on the Athefis, to cover the accefs to Italy from the valley of 
Trent, was deftined to act in fubordination to the Conful, who had 
given orders to haften the march of his victorious army from the 
Rhone. 

Catulus had taken poft above Verona, thrown a bridge over the 
Athefis, and, in order to command the paflage of that river, had for- 
tified ftations on both its banks. While he was in this pofture, and 

before the junction of Marius, the enemy arrived in his neighbour- 
hood. The amazing works which they performed fully ferved to con- 
firm the report of their numbers. They obftructed with mounds of 
timber and earth the channel of the river, fo as to force it to change 

its courie ; and thus, inftead of paffing the river, they threw it be- 
hind them in their march. They continued to float fuch quantities 

of wood on the ftream above the bridge which Catulus had built, that 
the pafTage of the water being flopped, the bridge, with all the timber 
which was accumulated before it, was entirely carried off. The Ro- 
man army, on feeing fuch evidence of the numbers and ftrenth 
of their enemy, were feized with a panic. Many deferted their 

colours, fome fled even to Rome without halting. The Proconful 
thought proper to order a retreat ; and thus, by feeming to autho- 
rife what he could not prevent, he endeavoured to fave in part the 

credit of his army. 

The level country on the Po was in this manner laid open to 
the incurfions of the Barbarians. The inhabitants of Italy were 
greatly alarmed : and the Roman People paffed an act of attainder 

againft 
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againft all thole who had abandoned their colours. Marius, who 
continued at Rome while the legions advanced on their march from 

Gaul, fufpended the triumph which had been ordered him by the 
Senate, went to receive his army at the foot of the Alps, and to haften 
its junction with Catulus. 

Upon the junction of the two armies, thofe who had lately fled 

recovered their courage, and the generals determined, without lofs of 

time, to hazard a battle. It is faid that the Barbarians of this divifion 
were ftill ignorant of the dii after which had befallen their allies on the 
other fide of the Alps, and had fcnt a defiance or a challenge to fight ; 
but that being informed of this calamity when they were about to 
engage, they made their attack with^lefs than their ufual ferocity and 

confidence. Catulus received them in front. Marius made a move- 
ment to affail them in flank ; hut as they were hid by the clouds of 

duft which every where rofe from the plain, he miffed his way, or 
could not engage till after the enemy had been repulfed by Ca- 
tulus, and were already put to flight. The rout was extremely 
bloody ; an hundred and fifty thoufand were faid to be flain ; fixty 

thoufand fubmitted to be taken prifoners. The remainder of this 
mighty hoft, even the women and children, periftied by their own 
hands ; and the race of barbarous nations who had migrated through 
Europe, perhaps for ages before they encountered with the Romans, 
now appear to have been entirely extirpated 15 . 

On receiving the news of this victory at Rome, the city refounded 
with joy, and the People, in every facrifice they offered up, addrefled 
themfelves to Marius as a God. He had been conftantly attended in 
this war by Sylla, who, though already an object* of his jealoufy, ftill 
chofe to neglect the preferments of the city, and to ferve in the camp. 

* s Plutarch, in Mario & Sylla. Orofius, lib, v. c. 16. Florus, lib.iii. c. 3. Velleius. 
Eutrop. Appian in Celtica. 

3 In 
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In die late victory Marius was no more than partner with Catulus. Up- 
on the arrival of the armies at Rome, he didjuftice to Catulus in this 
.particular, and admitted him to partake in his triumph. In this pro- 

ceffion there were no carnages loaded with gold, filver, or any pre- 
cious lpoils of any fort ; but, inftead of them, the mattered armour 

and broken fwords of an enemy; the furer marks of an honour juftly 

won, and of a more important fervice performed. Thefe were 

tranfported in load?, and piled up in the Capitol. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Char after and immoderate Ambition of Marias. Death of Nonius. 

■Re-eleclion of the Tribune Saturninus, His Sedition and 

feizing the Capitol, Death of Saturninus. Rev erf e in the 

State of Parties. Recal of Metcllus. Violent Death of the 

'Tribune Farias. Birth of Cains y alias Cafar. Lex Ca cilia 

Didia. Blank in the Roman Hi/lory. Sylla offers himfelf 

Ca?ididate for the office of Prat or. Edit! of the Cenfors againfl 

the Latin Rhetoricians. Bullion in the Roman Treafury. 

Prefent of a Croupe in golden Figures from the King of Mauritania. 
•Acls of Livias Drufus. Revolt of the Italian Allies. 

Policy of the Romans in yielding to the Neceffity of their Affairs. 
The Laws of PI an tins. 

UPON the extinction of the wandering nations which had now CHAP, 
for fome time molefted the empire, there was no foreign t _ VJ ', 
enemy to endanger the peace of Italy. The wars in Thrace and in 
Spain had no effect beyond the provinces in which they fubfifted. 
The infurre&ion of the flaves in Sicily, by the good conduct of 
Aquilius the Conful, to whom that fervice had been committed, was 
near being quelled, 

Marius, being now returned to the city, might have quitted the 
paths of ambition with uncommon diftinction and honour. An or- 
dinary Confulate, after his having been fo often called upon in times 
of danger, as the perfon moft likely to fave his country, could make 
no addition to his glory. His being fet afide in times of fecurity 
and leifure, would even have been the moft honourable and flat- 
tering comment that could have been made on his former elections. 

Vol. I. 3 C But 
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But immoderate thirft of power, and extreme animofity to his 
rivals, not elevation of mind, were the characteriftics of Marius. 
His ambition had hitherto paffed for an averiion to ariftocratical usurp- 
ations. But his contempt of family diftinctions, the offspring of a 
vanity which made him feel the want of fuch honours, by clafhing 
with the eftabli£hed fubordination of ranks in his country, became a 

fource of difaffecrion to the State itfelf. He formed views upon the 
Confulate yet a fixth time ; and inftead of the moderation, or the 
fktiety of honours with which he pretended to be actuated when he 
hoped to be preffed into office, he employed all his influence, even 
his money, to procure a re-election ; and accordingly prevailed, to- 
gether with Valerius Flaccus. He had warmly efpoufed the intereft 
of this candidate againfr, Metellus, more from animofity to the com- 
petitor, whofe great authority, placed inoppofition to himfelf, he dread- 
ed, than from any regard or predilection for Flaccus. Being chofen, 
in order the more to ftrengthen himfelf in the exercife of his power, he 

entered into concert with the Tribune Apuleius Saturninus, and, it is 
probable, agreed to fupport this factious demagogue in his pre- 
tentions to remain in office for another year ; a precedent which had 

taken place only in the mod factious times of the republic, and 
which was in itfelf more dangerous than any other re-election what- 
ever. The perion of the Tribune being facred, his will was abfo- 
lu:e, there was no check to his power befides the fear of being called 
to account at the expiration of his term ; and if this fear were re- 
moved by the perpetuity of office, it was a power yet more formi- 
dable than that of the Dictator, and to be reftrained only by the 
di villous which might ariie among thofe who were joined together 
in the exercife of it. 

The faction that was formed by Marius and the Tribune Saturninus, 
with their adherents, was farther ftrengthened by the acceffion of the 
Pnstor Glaucia. This perfon, while in office, and as he fat in judg- 
ment, 
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meat, had received an affront from Saturninus, in having; his chair of CHAP 
ftate broken down, for prefuming to occupy any part in the attention of 
the People, while an aflembly called by the Tribune was met. He ne- 
verthelefs chofe to overlook this infult, in order to be admitted a partner 
in the confideration which was now enjoyed by thefe popular leaders. 

Upon the approach of the tribunitian elections, the Senate and, 
Nobles exerted themfelves to prevent the re-election of Saturninus ; 
and nine of the new candidates were, without any queftion, declared to 
be duly elected in preference to him. The tenth place too was actually 
filled by the election of Nonius Sufenas, whom the ariftocracy had 
fupported with all its influence. But; the party of ^puleius, enraged 
at their difappointment, had recourfe to violence, forced .Nonius, 
though already vefted with the facred character of Tribune, to take 
refuge in a work-fliop, from whence he was dragged by fome of the 
late foldiery attached to Marius, and flain. The aflembly broke up, 
and fober perfons, though reputed of the popular party, retired un- 
der the ltrongeft impreflions of affliction and terror. 

Marius had reafon to apprehend fome violent refolution from the 
Senate, and was in no hafte to affemble that body. Mean time 
Glaucia, in the night, with a party armed with daggers, took pof- 
feflion of the Capitol and place of aflembly, and, at an early hour in 
the morning, having gone through the forms of election, announced 
Apuleius again Tribune, in the place that was vacated by the mur- 
der of Nonius. This furious demagogue was accordingly reinftated 
in the facred character, which, though recently violated by himfelf, 
was ftill revered by the bulk of the People. He was continually at- 
tended fay a new fet of men who infefted the ftreets, freemen of 
defperate fortune, whom Marius, contrary to the eltablifhed forms 
of the conftitution, had admitted into the legions, and who were 

grown fierce and infolent, as partners in the victories of that general, 
and who were made to expect that, in cafe the popular party ftiould 

3 C 2 prevail^ 
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prevail, they themfeives £hould have eftates in land and comfortable 
fettlements. 

Under the terror of fo many affaffins, who coniidered the Nobles as 
enemies to their caufe, Marius with his faclion were become matters 
of the commonwealth. The better fort of the People were deterred 
from frequenting the public aflemblies, and no one had courage to pro- 

poie, that any enquiry mould be made into the death of the Tribune 
Nonius, in whofe perfon the facred law was again fet at nought \ 

Apuleius haftened to gratify his party by propofing popular laws. 
One to feize, in name of the Public, thofe lands on the Po which 
had lately been defolated by the migrations of the barbarous na- 
tions, and to diftribute them in lots to the poorer citizens \ 

Another, by which it was refolved, that in the province of Africa 
a hundred jugera a man mould be diftributed to the veterans 5 : that 
new fettlements fhould be made in Greece, Macedonia, and Sicily t 
and that the money taken from the temple at Tolofa 4 mould be em- 
ployed in the purchafe of lands for a like purpofe : that wherever 
thefe colonies mould be planted, Marius Ihould have a power to in- 
fcribe, at each of the fettlements, three aliens into the lift of 

citizens s . That the price, hitherto paid for corn by the People at 

the public granaries, mould be remitted, and that corn mould be 

diftributed gratis. 

Upon the intention to obtain the laft of thofe laws being known,, 
Q^Servilius Cszpio, one of the Quseftors, reprefented, that if fuch a 
law mould pafs, there would be an end of induftry, good order, and' 
government ; and that the treafury of Rome would not be fufficient 

to defray the expence. He exhorted the Senate to employ every 

1 Appbn de BelK Civil, lib. L Plutarch. 3 Ant.de Viris Illuftribus inSaturr.mo.. 
in Marie, lih- lxix. Yaler. Max. lib. ix. c. 7. * Now Thouloufe. 

Oronas, lib. v. c. 57. Floras, lib. iii. c 16. $ Ant. de Viris HIuibibas in Satnrniao.. 
» Apphn deBcll. Cral. lib. i. 

2 meafure 
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meafure to defeat the motion. And this body accordingly made a 
refolution, that whoever attempted to obtain the law in queftion 
mould be deemed an enemy to his country. But Apuleius was 
not to be reftrained by the terrors of this refolution. He proceeded 
to propofe the law in the ufual form, and had planted the rails 
and balloting urns for the People to give their votes, when Ca^pio, 
with a body of his attendants, had the courage to attack the Tribune, 
broke down the fteps, and overfet the balloting urns ; an action for 
which he was afterwards impeached upon an accufation of treafon, 
but by which, for the prefent, he difappointed the defigsis of the 
faction 6 . 

Apuleius, to extend the power of the popular aflemblies, and to 
% remove every impediment from his own defigns, brought forward a 
number of new regulations. One to confirm a former ftatute, by 
which the a£ls of the Tribes were declared to have the force of laws. 
Another, declaring it to be treafon for any perfon to interrupt a Tri- 
bune in putting a queftion to the People. A third, obliging the 
Senate to confirm every acl: of the Tribes within five days after fuch 
aA had pafTed, and requiring every Senator, under pain of a fine,, 
and of being ftruck off the rolls, to take an oath to abide by thefe 

regulations. While thefe motions were in debate, fome one of the 
party who oppofed them, in order to (top the career of this factious^ 
Tribune, obferved, that it thundered ; a circumftance which, upon 
the ordinary maxims of the Roman Augurs, was fufficient to fufpend. 
any bulinefs in which the People were engaged, and to break up. 

their afiembly.. " If you be not filent," faid Apuleius to the perfon 
who obferved that it thundered,. " you will alfo find that it hails." 
The afiembly accordingly, without being deterred by this interpofition. 
©f the aufpices, pafTed ads to thefe fevera! purpofe3- The power 

* Am.. RJietorici ad Hcrcnaiam. 
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of the Senate was intirely fupprefled, their part of the legiflature was 
reduced to a mere form, and even this they were not at liberty to with- 
hold. Marius called them together, and propofed that they fliould 
confider what refolution they were to take with refpect to a change of 
io much importance, and particularly with refpefl: to the oath which 

was to be exacted from the members. The old warrior is faid, on this 
occaflon, to have pra&iied an artifice by which he impofed on many 

of the members, and which afterwards furnifhed him with a pre- 
tence for removing his enemy Metellus from their councils. He 

declared himfelf with great warmth againft taking the oath, and by 
his example led other Senators to exprefs their fentiments. Metellus^ 

in particular, allured the aflembly, that it was his own refolution never 
to come under fuch an engagement. 

While the Senators relied on the concurrence of Marius in refufing 

the oath, the time appointed for adminiftring it nearly approached ; 
and this Conful, after the third day was far fpent, aflembled the 
Senate, fet forth the dangerous ftate of the commonwealth ; at the 
fame time exprefled his own fears of the difturbances that might 
arife if the Senate refufed to gratify the People in this matter ; and 
while multitudes were aflembled in the Itreets to know the ifliie of 
their councils, he required that the oath mould be adminiftred. He 
himfelf took it, to the aftonilhment of the Senate, and the joy of the 

populace aflembled by Apuleius, who founded applaufe through every 
part of the ftreets. Metellus alone, of all who were prefent, refufed to 

comply, and withftood all the intreaties of his friends, who reprefented 
the danger with which he was threatened. " If it 'were always fife 
" to do right" he faid, " who would ever do wrong? But good men 

are diftinguifhed^ by cboofing to do right even when it is leajl for their 
" fafety to do fir 

On the following day the Tribune Saturninus entered the Senate, 

and, not being Hopped by the negative of any of his own colleagues, 

the 



OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. 

the only power that could reftrain him, dragged Metellus fronv his c 
place, and proffered an act of attainder and banifhment againft him, 
for having refufed the oath which was enjoined by the People. Many 
of the moft refpectable citizens offered their aid to defend this illus- 
trious Senator by force, but he himfelf declined being the fubject of 
any civil commotion, and went into exile. 

While the act, which afterwards paffed for his banifhment was 
preparing, he was heard to fay, " If the times fhould mend, I mail 

" recover my ftation \ if not, it is a happinefs to be abfent from 
" hence." He fixed his abode at Smyrna, conducted his retire- 
ment with great dignity during his exile, and probably felt as he 

ought, that any cenftire inflicted by men of a vile and profligate 

character was an honour. 

In thefe tranfactions elapfcd the fecond year, in which Apuleius 

filled the office of Tribune ; and, being favoured by a fupinenefs of 
the oppofite party contracted in a feeming defpair of the republic, 
he prevailed yet a third time in being veiled with this formidable 
power. To court the favour of the People, he affected to credit 
what was alleged concerning the birth of Equitius ; and, under the 
name of Caius Gracchus, fon of Tiberius, had this impoftor affoci- 
ated with himfelf in the office of Tribune. The name of Gracchus, 
in this ftation, awakened the memory of former hopes and of former 
refentments. The party had deftined Glaucia for the Confulate, 
and appear to have left Marius out of their councils. This will per- 
haps account for the conduct with which he concluded his admini- 

flration in the prefent year. 

At the election which followed, the intereft of the Nobles was 
exerted for Marcus Antonius and C. Memmius. The firft was de- 
clared ConCu] y and the fecond was likely to prevail over Glaucia ; 
when, in the midft of the crowds that were aflembled to vote, a fud- 
den tumult arofe 5 Memmius was befet and murdered •> and the 

People, 
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People, alarmed at fo ftrange an outrage, were feized with a panic, 
and fied. 

In the night Glaucia, Saturnimis, and the Queftor Saufeius, being 
known to be met in iecret conference, all the citizens who yet re- 
tained any regard for the commonwealth crowded together, in fear 

of what fo defperate a faction might attempt. All the voices were 

united againfl Saturninus, the fuppofed author of fo many diforders 
and murders. It was propofed, without delay, to feize his perfon, 
either living or dead : but being put on his guard, by the appearance 
of a ftorm ib likely to break on his head, he thought proper, with 

the other leaders of his party and their retainers in arms, to feize the 
Capitol, and there to fecure themfelves, and to overawe the aflembly 
of thetfecple. It was no longer to be doubted that the republic was 
in a {late of war. Marius, who had fomented thefe troubles from 
averiion to the Nobles, now remained undetermined what part he 
{hould ad. But the Senate being aflembled, gave the ufual charge 
to hiznlelf and his colleague to avert the danger with which the re- 
public was threatened ; and both thefe officers, however much they 
were dilpofed to favour the fedition, being in this manner armed 

with the fword of the commonwealth, were obliged to employ it in 

fupport of the public peace. The Senators, the Knights, and all the 

citizens of rank repaired in arms to their ftandard. Antonius, Conful 

elected for the following year, in order to hinder the partizans of the 
faction from reforting to the city, was {rationed in the fuburbs with 
an armed force \ The Capitol was inverted in form, and appears to 
have held out fome days ; at the end of which, in order to oblige 
the rebels to furrender, the pipes that fupplied them with water were 
cut off. This had the intended effecl. They fubmitted to fuch terms 
as were propofed tq them ; and Marius {till inclined to treat them 

7 Cicero pro C. Rabirio* 

with 
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with favour, had them confined to the hall of the Senate till farther CHAP, 
orders. In the mean time a great party of citizens, who were in 
arms for the defence of the republic, impatient of delay, and think- 
ing it dangerous to fpare fuch daring offenders, befet them in- 
ftantly in their place of confinement, and put the whole to the 

fword \ 

It was reported, though afterwards queftioncd upon a folemn oc- 

cafion % that Caius Rabirius, a Senator of diitinftion, having cut off 
the head of Apuleius, carried it as a trophy agreeable to the man- 
ners of thofe times, and had it prefented for feme days at all the 

entertainments which were given on this occauon, and at which he 
was a gueft. 

This was the fourth tribunirian fcdition railed to a dangerous height, 
and quelled by the vigour and refolution of the Nobles. Marius, 
who had been obliged to act as the inurnment of the Senate on this 
occafion, faw his projects baffled and his credit greatly impaired. Plu- 
tarch relates, that he foon after chofe to leave the city for fome time, 
on pretence of a defire to vifit the province of Afia, where his active 
fpirit formed the project of new wars, for the conduct of which he 
was much better qualified than for the administration of affairs in 
peace. 

Upon the fuppreffion of this dangerous {edition, the common- 
wealth was reftored to a ftate which, compared to the late mixture 
X)f civil contention and military execution, may have deferved the 
name of public order. One office of Conful was ftill vacant ; and U. C. 652. 

, _ . , A1 , . M. Antonius, 

the election proceeding without difturbancc, Poliumius Albums was a. Poftamiui 
joined to Antonius. Moft of the other elections had alfo been fa- Alb,nM ' 

8 Plut. in Mario, Appian de Bell. Civil. 9 At the tiial of Rabirius, when, fomcyears 

Hb.i. Orof.lib. v. c. 17. FJor. lib. iii. Aur. afterwards, he was accu fed of having killed 

de VirisJIluft. Cicero in Sextiana in Catal. Saturninus. 
lib. i. Philip, lib. viii. & pro CaioRabirio. 

Vol. 1. 3D vourable 
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vourable to the Nobles ; and the majority even of the Tribunes of 
the People were inclined to refpecl the Senate and the Ariftocracy, 

as principal fupports of the government. 

The nril effect of this happy recover}" was a motion to rccal 
Metellus from baniihmenr. In this motion two of the Tribunes, 
Q^Pompeius Rufus and L. Porcius Cato concurred. Lut Marius 
having oppoied it with all his influence, and Publius Furius, ano- 
ther of the Tribunes, having interpofed his negative, it could not at 
that time be carried into execution. Soon after, however, the fame 
motion being renewed by the Tribune Callidius, and Furius having 
repeated his negative, Metellus, fon of the exile, in prefence of the 
People, threw himfelf upon the ground, and, embracing the Tri- 
bune's knees, befeeched him not to withftand the recal of his father. 
The young man, from this action, afterwards acquired the Sirname 
of Pixs and the Tribune, infolently fpurning him as he lay on the 
ground, ferved his cauie by that aft of indignity perhaps more ef- 
fectually than he cculd have dene by lending a favourable ear to his 



rer.uef:. The People, ever governed by their prefent paflions, were 
moved with tendernefs and with indignation. They proceeded, with- 
out regard to the negative of Furius, under emotions of fympathy for 
the ibn« to recal the exiled father. The melTenger of the republic 
vharred with the intimation of this refolution to Metellus, found him 
at Trailes in Lydh, among the fpeftators at a public (how. When the 
letters were delivered to him, he continued to the end of the en- 
tertainment without opening them ; by this mark of indifference, 

treating the favour of a diforderly populace with as much contempt 

as he had ihown to their cenfure. 

The Senate, now become the fupreme power at Rome, by the diftafte 
which all reafonable men had taken to the violence of the oppofite 
party, were gratified, not merely with the teft of fuperiority they 
had gained in the recal of Metellus, but likewife in the downfal of 

2 fome 
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fome of the Tribunes who had been active in the late diforders. 
Publius Fur ins, now become an object of general deteftation, fell a 
facrifice to the law of Apuleius, which declared it trcafon to interrupt 
a Tribune in putting a queftion to the People. Being accufed by Ca- 

nuleius, one of his colleagues, of violating this law, he was by the 
populace, who are ever carried by the torrent, and prompt for ex- 
ecution, prevented from making his defence; and; though a Tribune, 
put to death. Decianus, another of the Tribunes, in fupporting the 
charge againft Furius, happened to fpeak with regret of the death of 
Saturninus, a crime for which he incurred a profecution, and was ba- 
nifhed ,0 . So ftrong was the tide of popularity now oppofite to its late 
direction, and fo fatal even to their own caufe frequently are the 
precedents of the rules by which violent men think to obtain dis- 
cretionary power to themfelves. The murder of Nonius was a pre- 
cedent to juftify the execution of Apuleius, and both were followed 
by that of Furius. The law which made it treafon to interrupt the 

proceedings of Apuleius, was employed to prevent any interruption 
to the operations of his enemies againft himielf and his faction. 

Amidft thefe triumphs of the ariftocratical party, Sextus Titius-, 
one of the Tribunes, ftill had' the courage to move a revival of the 
Agrarian law of Gracchus. The propofiil was acceptable in the af- 
fembly of the People And the edict was accordingly pafled ; but 
it was obferved, that while the People were met on this bufmefs, 
two ravens fought in the air above the place of afTembly, ■ and the 
college of Augurs, on pretence of this unfavourable omen, annulled 
the decree ,a . Titius, the author of it, was foon after condemned 
for having in his houfe the ftatue of Saturninus ,3 . 

The Conful Acquilius returned from Sicily; a d having had an 
ovation or proceffion on foot for the reduction of the Sicilian flaves, 

10 Val. Max. lib. viii. c. r. 11 Ibid, pro C. Rabirio. Ibid, de Orator. 

" Julius Obfequens. lib. ii. c. 28. 

iZ Cicero de Legibus, lib. ii. 
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was on the following year brought to trial for extortion in his pro- 
vince. He called no exculpatory evidence, nor deigned to court the 
favour of his judges. But when about to receive fentence, M. An- 

tonius, who had pleaded his caufe, tore open the veil of his clienr, 

and difplayed to the court and the audience the fears which he bore 
in his breaft, and which were the marks of wounds received in the 
fcrvice of his country. Upon this fpectacle, a fudden emotion of 
pity or refpect decided againft the former conviction of the court, 
and unfixed the refolution, which a few moments before they had 
taken to condemn the accufed. 

Among the events which diftinguifhed the Gonfulate of M. Anto« 
nius and A. Poftumius Albinus, may be reckoned the birth of Caius 
Julius Cxfar, for whole ambition the feeds of tribunitian diforder 
now fown were preparing a plentiful harveft. This birth, it is 

faid, was uihered in with many prefages and tokens of future great- 

nefs. If indeed we were to believe, that nature in this manner 
gives intimation of impending events, we fhould not be furprifed 
that her moft ominous figns were employed to mark the birth of a 
perfonage who was deftined to change the whole face of the political 

world, and to lay Rome herfelf, with all the nations me bad con- 
quered, under a perpetuated military government. 

Antonius and Albinus were fucceeded in office by Q^Crecilius Me- 
te'lus and Titus Didius. The war ftill continued in Spain, and fell 1 
to the lot of Didius. Upon his arrival in the Province, Dolabella, 
the Prcprsitor, fet out on his return to Rome, and, for his victories 

in Spain, obtained a triumph. Metellus remained in the admini- 
fcration of affairs in Italy. 

The adminiftration of the prefent year is diftinguifhed by an act 
in which both Confuls concurred, and which is therefore mark- 

■ 

ed in the title with their joint names. The Roman People had 
frequently experienced the defect of their forms in the manner of 

enacting 
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enabling laws. Factious Tribunes had it in their power to carry mo- 
tions by furprize, and to pafs in the fame law a variety of claufes ; 

and, by obliging the people to pafs or reject the whole in one vote, 

frequently obtained, under the favour of fome popular claufes, acts 
of a" very dangerous tendency. To prevent this abufe, it was now 
enacted, upon the joint motion of the Confuls Csecilius and Didius* 
that every propofed law mould be made public three market days be- 
fore it could receive the afTent of the People : that all its different 

claufes mould be feparately voted : and that it Ihould be lawful for 
the People to pafs or reject the whole or any part of it 14 . 

This law had a falutary tendency ; and, though far from fufficient 
to prevent a return of the late evils, it ferved for a time to flop the 
current of tribunitian violence 5 but while the fource was open, any 

mere temporary ftagnation could only tend to increafe the force with 
which it occauonally burft over every impediment of law or good 
order that was placed in its way. And the inefficacy of meafures 
taken upon the fuppreflion of any dangerous fedition to eradicate 
the evil, mows the extreme difficulty with which men are led, in 
mod cafes,, to make, any great and thorough reformation. 

ft is fomewhat fingular, that about this time, in the midft of fo 
much animofity of the People to the Senate and Nobles, this fuperior- 
clafs of the citizens were the patrons of aufterity, and contended for 

famptuary laws, while the popular Tribunes contended for licence.. 
" What is your liberty,," faid the Tribune Buronius to the People 

(while he moved for a repeal of the fumptuary law of Fannius), " if you 
u may not confume what is your own ; if you muft be. reflrained 
" by rule and meafurc ; if you muft be (tinted in your pleafures ? Let 
" us make off, I pray you, thefe mufty remains of antiquity, and 
** make free to enjoy what we and our fathers have gained ,5 ." 



M Cic. Philip, v. Pro domofua. Epirt. ad Atticum, lib. iu 15 VaL Max. lib. ii. c. 9. 
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was on the following year brought to trial for extortion in his pro- 
vince. He called no exculpatory evidence, nor deigned to court the 
favour of his judges. But when about to receive fentence, M. An- 
tonius, who had pleaded his caufe, tore open the veft of his clienr, 
and dilplayed to the court and the audience the fears which he bore 
in his breaft, and which were the marks of wounds received in the 
iervice of his country. Upon this fpe&acle, a fudden emotion of 

pity or refpecl: decided againft the former conviction of the court, 
and unfixed the refolution, which a few moments before they had 
taken to condemn the accufed. 

Among the events which diftinguifhed the Confulate of M. Anto- 
nius and A. Poilumius Albinus, may be reckoned the birth of Caius 
Julius Crtfar, for whole ambition the feeds of tribunitian diforder 
now fown were preparing a plentiful harveft. This birth, it is 
faid, was uihered in with many prefages and tokens of future great* 
nefs. If indeed we were to believe, that nature in this mannei 
gives intimation of impending events, we mould not be furprifed 
that her mcft ominous figns were employed to mark the birth of a 
perfonage who was defrined to change the whole face of the political 

world, and to lay Rome herfelf, with all the nations {he bad con- 
quered, under a perpetuated military government. 

Antonius and Albinus were fucceeded in office by Q^Crecilius Me- 
tellus and Titus Didius. The war ftill continued in Spain, and felf 
to the lot of Didius. Upon his arrival in the Province, Dolabella, 
the Prcpraztor, fet out on his return to Rome, and, for his victories 

in Spain, obtained a triumph. Metellus remained in the admini- 
faction of affairs in Italy. 

The adminiftration of the prefent year is diflinguifiied by an act 
in which both Confuls concurred, and which is therefore mark- 
ed in the title with their joint names. The Roman People had 
frequently experienced the defect of their forms in the manner of 

enacting 
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cnafting laws, Factious Tribunes had it in their power to carry mo- 
tions by furprize, and to pafs in the fame law a variety of claufes ; 
and, by obliging the people to pafs or reject the whole in one vote, 

frequently obtained, under the favour of fome popular claufes, acts 
of 11 very dangerous tendency. To prevent this abufe, it was now 
enacted, upon the joint motion of the Confuls Cxcilius and Didius^ 
that every propofed law ihould be made public three market days be- 
fore it could receive the aflent of the People : that all its different 

claufes fhould be feparately voted : and that it mould be lawful for 
the People to pafs or rejedr. the whole or any part of it '\ 

This law had a falutary tendency ; and, though far from fufficient 

to prevent a return of the late evils, it ferved for a time to flop the 

current of tribunitian violence ; but while the fource was open, any 

mere temporary ftagnation could only tend to increafe the force with 

which it occafionally burft over every impediment of law or good 

order that was placed in its way. And the inefficacy of meafures 

taken upon the fuppreffion of any dangerous fedition to eradicate 

the evil, fhows the extreme difficulty with which men arc led, in 

moft cafes,, to make, any great and thorough reformation. 

It is fomewhat lingular, that about this time, in the midft of fo 
much animofity of the People to the Senate and Nobles, this fuperior 
clafs of the citizens were the patrons of aufterity, and contended for 
famptuary laws, while the popular Tribunes contended for- licence.. 
" What is your liberty,!' faid the Tribune Duronius to the People 
(while he moved for a repeal of the fumptuary law of Fannius), " if you 
w may not confume what is your own ; if you muft be reftrained 
" by rule and meafurc j if you muft be ftinted in your pleafures ? Let 

u us make off, I pray you, thefe mufty remains of antiquity, and 

*' make free to enjoy what we and our fathers have gained 'V 
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For the petulance of thefe expreflions, this Tribune was, by the 
'CtC J^S™ 11 * °f tne Cenfors, on the following year, expelled from the 
Cn. Corce- Senate ; and he took his revenge by profecuting the Cenfor Antonius 
3\ Lii^s* 15 ' for bribery in canvafTing for his office. 

Cr^i.i. Cornelius Lentuius and Publius Licinius Craffus being raifed to 

the office of Conful, the latter was appointed to relieve Didius in 
Spain, and the other to iucceed Metellus in Italy. There is, during 
feme years, a confiderable blank in the materials from which we col- 
led this hiflcry ; little more is recorded than the^fucceflion of Con- 
suls with the number of years, and a few particulars that ill fupply 
the interval in cur accounts cf what parTed in the city, or in the feries 

of important affairs abroad. So far as thefe particular?, however, 

can be referred to their refpecUve dates, it will be proper, while we 

endeavour to mark the lapfe of time, to record them in the order 



in which they are fuppofed to have happened 



In the prefent year are dated two remarkable a&s of the Senate ; 
one to condemn the ufe of magic, another to prohibit human facri- 

hces 15 : the nrft proceeding, perhaps, from credulity in the authors 
cf the law, the other implying fome remains of a grofs and inhuman 
luperilition, which was frill entertained by the People though rejected 
by the Government' 7 . 

In the following Confulate the kingdom of Cyrene' was bequeathed 
to the Romans by Ptolemy Appion, the late king. But, as this 
People profefTed themfelves to be the general patrons of liberty, where 
this bleffing was not forfeited by fome act of ingratitude or perfidy 

in their allies, they did not avail themfelves of this legacy; leaving 
the fubjects of Cyrene to retain for fome time the independence of 
their nation with a fpecies of popular government ; and in this form 
they were allowed to remain as a feparate State, until, in a general 

* c PJin. lib. xxx. c. i . ■» Dion. Cz&us, lib. xlii. p. 226. 

arrangement 
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arrangement made of all the dependencies of the empire, they came CHAP, 
to be reduced to the form of a province. 

The following Confuls gave its name and its date to an act of the U. c. 6 5 s. 
People nearly of the fame tenour with fome of thofe formerly palfed Craflk™ 08 
for the exclufion of aliens. The inhabitants of Italy ftill continued the 3e™la? U * 
practice of crowding to Rome, in expectation of obtaining in a body 
the prerogative of citizens, or at leaft of intruding" themfelves, as ™ bus re s en - 
many of them feparately did, into ibme of the Tribes, by which 
perfons of this defcription, from voting at elections, came them- 
felves by degrees to be elected into the higher offices of State. 

Times of faction were extremely favourable to this intrufion of 
(bangers. Different leaders connived at the inrolment of thofe who 

were likely to favour their refpective parties. And the factious Tri- 
bunes, in whatever degree they may have favoured the general claim 
of the allies to be admitted as Romans, treated the fubject as matter 
of oppofition to the Senate. They expected to raifc the florin of 
popular animofity and tumult with the more eafe, in proportion as 

the numbers of the People encreafed. By the act of Licinius and 

Mucius, neverthelefs, a fcrutiny was fet on foot, and all who, with- 
out a juft title, ventured to exercife any privilege of Roman citizens, 

were remitted to their ieveral boroughs '\ 

In this Confulate is likewife dated the trial of Scrvilius Csepio, for 
his fuppofed mifconduct about ten years before in his command of 
the army againft the Cimbri. He had exafperated the popular faction, 
by oppofing the act of Saturninus for the gratuitous diftribution of 
corn, and his enemies were now encouraged to raife this profecutiQn 

againft him. The People gave fentence of condemnation, and vio- 
lently drove from the place of aflembly two of the Tribunes who 
ventured to interpofe their negative in his favour. Authors, accord- 
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ing to Valerius Maximus, have differed in their accounts of the 

fequel ; fome affirming that Csepio, being put to death in prifon, his 
body was dragged through the ftreets as that of a traitor, and caft into 
the river 5 others, that he wa$, by the favour of Antiftius, one of the 
Tribune?, refcued, or enabled to make his efcape 19 . 

C. Ncrbanu?, who was faid to be author of the riot which occa- 
sioned the condemnation of Cxpio, and the fuppofed cmel execution 
of that citizen, was on the following year brought to trial himfelf 
for mal-admiiii ft ration and fedition in office ; but, by his own po- 
pularity, and the addrefs of the orator Antonius, who pleaded his 
cauie, was acquitted ~". - 

The war in Spain {till continued ; and the Roman?, having gained 
confiderable victories, fent ten commiffioners, to endeavour^ in concert 
with CraiTus and Didius, to make fuch arrangements as might tend 

to the future peace of thole provinces. : but in vain ; holtilities 

were aqain renewed in the following vear. 

L. Cornelius Sylla, who had been Quxflor in the year of Rome 
fix hundred and forty-fix, now, after an interval of about fourteen 
vears, and without having been Edile, flood candidate for the office 
of Praztcr. Whether his neglect of political honours, during this pe- 
riod, proceeded from idlenels, or from want of ambition, is uncertain. 
His character will juftify either conftruction, being equally fufceptible 
of diflipatio'n, and of the difdain of ordinary distinctions. The 
people, however, rcfufed to gratify him in his defire of paffing on to 

the office of Pretor without being Edile ; as they were refolved to be 
gratified with the magnificent fhows of wild beads, which his fuppofed 
correfpondence with the king of Mauritania enabled him to furnifh. 
But to remove this objection to his preferment, he gave out, that as 
Pnetor he was to exhibit the fame mows which were expected from 

li Max. lib. iv. c. 7. - c Cicero de Orator, lib. ii. 

him 
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him as fedile : and having, in the following year, perfiffed in his 
fuit, he was accordingly elected, and fulfilled the expectations of the 
People ; infomuch, that he is faid to have let loofe in the Circus a 

■ 

hundred maned or male lions, and to have exhibited the method of 
baiting or righting them by Mauritanian huntfmen x *. Such was the 
price which candidates for preferment at Rome were obliged to pay 
for public favour. 

In this variable fcene, where fo many particular men excelled in 
genius and magnanimity, while the State itfelf was fubjeft to the 
government of a capricious and diforderly multitude, P. Rutilius, 
late Quxftor in Afia, exhibited a fpectacle fufficient to counterbalance 
the lions of Sylla ; and, if it were permitted in any cafe whatever to 
treat our country with difdain, an inftance to be applauded of the 
juft contempt with which the undeferved refentments of corrupt and 
malicious men ought to be received. Having reformed many abufes 

of the equeftrian tax-gatherers in the province which he governed, 
he was himfelf brought before the tribunal of an equeftrian jury, to 
be tried for the crime he had reftrained in others. In this fituation 
he declined the aid of any friend, told the judges he would make no 

defence ; but ftated the particulars by which he had offended his pro- 
fecutors, left the court to decide, and, being condemned, retired to 
Smyrna, where he ever after lived in great tranquillity, and could 
not be prevailed on, even by Sylla in the height of his power, to re- 
turn to Rome *°. Great as the State and Republic of : Rome was be- 
come, unmerited difgrace was certainly a juft object of contempt or 
indifference. 

The Proconfuls, Didiusand Craflusy were permitted to triumph for 
victories obtained in Spain, but had hot been able to eftablifh the peace 
of that country. The war which broke out afrem in one of the provinces 

19 Plin. lib. viii. c. 16. in Bruto. Psedianus inDivinationcra. Vel- 

40 Val. Max. lib. vi. c. 17. Liv. lib. kx. leius, lib. ii. 
Oroiius, lib. v. c. 17. Cic. tie Orator. Se 
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was committed to Valerius Flaccus, and the care of the other to Per- 

pema, one of the Confuls. Flaccus, near the town of Belgida, ob- 
tained a great victory, in which were flain about twenty thoufand of 
the enemy ; but he could not prevail on the canton to fubmit. Such 

cf the People as were inclined to capitulate, deliberating on terms^ 
were befet by their fellow- citizens, and the houfe in which they 
were afTembled being let on fire, they perifhed in the flames. 

Hie war having been likewile renewed with the Thracians on the 
frontiers of Macedonia, Geminius, who commanded there in the 
quality cf Propraetor, was defeated, and the province over-run by 
the enemy. 

The Prxtor Sylia, at the expiration of his office, was lent into 

■ 

Alia with a commiffion to reilore Ariarathes to the kingdom of Cap- 
padocia, which had been feized by Mithridates, and to rcflore Py la- 
ments to that of Paphlagonia, from which he had been expelled by 
Nicomedes king of Bythinia. The Praetor having fuccefsfully executed 
both thefe commifiions, continued his journey to the Euphrates, where 
he had a conference, and concluded a treaty with an ambafTador from 

Ariarathes king of the Parthians 

From an edicl of the Cenfors, Cn. Domitius Ahenobarbus and 
C. Licinius CraiTus, condemning the fchools of Latin rhetoric it 
appears that the Romans, during this period, Hill received with re- 
luctance the refinements which were gradually taking place in the lite- 
rary as well as in the other arts. " Whereas information," faid the 
Cenibrs in their edict, " has been lodged before us that fchools are 
" kept by certain peribns, under the title of Latin rhetoricians, to 
" which the youth of this city refort, and at which they pafs intire 
" days in frivolity and fioth ; and whereas our anceftors have deter- 

* 3 Plutarch, in Sy!!a. Appxan.in Mxthri- « Cicer. de Orator, lib. iii. c. 24. 
dadco. j'diin, lib. xxxiii. Strabo, lib. xii. 
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a mined what their children ihould learn, and what exercifes they c H r A p « 
" ought to frequent : thefe innovations on the cuftoms and manners 
** of our forefathers being, in our opinion, offenfive and wrong, wc 
" publifti thefe prefents, that both mailers and fcholars, given to thefe 
c * illicit practices, may be duly apprifed of our pleafure *\ Cicero 
being now fourteen years of age, and employed in learning that 
eloquence for which he became lb famous, was probably, involved 
in this cenfure, as frequenting the fchools which, by this formal edict 
of the magiftrate, were condemned. 

In the Confulate of Marcus Philippus and Sext. Julius Crefar, ac- 
cording to Pliny, there were in the Roman treafury fixteen hundred 
and twenty-eight thoufand eight hundred and twenty-nine pondo i+ 
of gold 1S , or between fixty and feventy or eighty millions fterling. 
In the fame year a preient fent from the king of Mauritania had 
nearly produced a civil war in the commonwealth, and greatly 

inflamed the paffions from which that calamity foon after arofe. 

Bocchus, in order to remind the Romans of the merit he had ac- 
quired by delivering Jugurtha into their hands, had caufed this fcenc 
to be reprefented in a groupe of images of gold, containing his own 

figure, that of Jugurtha, and that of Sylla, to whom the unhappy 
prince was delivered up. Marius, under whofe aufpices this trans- 
action had paffed, being provoked at having no place in the repre- 
dentation of it, attempted to pull down the images after they had 
been erected in the place of their deftination in the Capitol. Sylla 
was equally folicitous to have them remain; and the conteft was 
likely to end in violence, if matters of greater moment had not arifen 
to occupy the ardent and vehement fpirit of thefe rivals. 

The expectations of all parties at Rome, and throughout Italy, were 
how raifed by the projects of Livius Drufus, an active Tribune, who, 

13 A. Gclliu's, lib. xv, c. ii. 13 Piin. Harducn, lib. xxxiii. c. 3. 

a * The Roman pondo of ten ounces. 
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in order to diftinguifh himfelf, brought forward many fubjects of 
the greater! concern to the public. He acted at firfl in concert with the 
leading men cf the Senate, and was fupported by them in order to 
obtain fome amendment in the iaw as it then flood with refpect to the 
courts of juftice. The Equeftrian order had acquired exclufive pof- 

feifion of the judicature. The Senators wiflied to recover at leaft a fhare 
in that prerogative ; and Drums, in order to gratify them, moved for 
an act of which the tendency was, to reftore the judicative power of 

the Senate: to prevent oppofition from the Equeftian order, he pro- 
pofed, at once, to enrol three hundred knights into the Senate ; and 
that the Senators, who appear at this time to have amounted to no 

more than three hundred, might not withftand this increafe of their 
numbers, he left to each the nomination of one of the new members j 
propofing, that from the fix hundred fo conflituted, the lifts of judges 
fhould be taken I5 . Many of the knights were reconciled to this arrange- 
ment, by the hopes of becoming Senators ; but the order, in general, 
feem to have confidered it as a fnare laid to deprive them of their 
confequence in the government of their country \ and individuals 
refufed to accept of a place in the Senate, at the hazard of fo great 
and fo fudden a change in the condition of their own order, and of 

the confritution of the State M . 

This Tribune likewife propofed an act to debafe the filver coin* 

by mixing an eighth of alloy. But the part of his project which 

gave the greater!: alarm, was that which related to the indigent citi- 
zens of Rome, and to the inhabitants of Italy in general. 

With a view to gratify the poorer citizens he propofed, that all 
the new fettlements, projected by the law of Caius Gracchus, fhould 
now be carried into execution. The Conful, Marcus Perperna, 

** -Appian. dc BeU. Civ. Jib. i. Aut. dcViris IUuibibos, c. 66. Cicero pro Clientio. 
** Ibid. 

having 
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having ventured to oppofe this propofal, he was, by order of the C H A P. 
Tribune, taken into cuftody ; and fo roughly treated in the execu- 
tion of this order, that, while he ftruggled to difengage himfelf, the 
blood was made to fpring from his noftrils. " It is no more than 
<c the pickle of the turt!e-fifh 19 " [aid the Tribune, a fpecies of de- 
licacy, in which, it feems, among other luxuries of the table, this • 
Conful was fuppofed frequently to indulge himfelf. 

For the allies of Italy, Livius Drufus propofed to obtain the fa- Lex dc Civi- 
vourite object on which they had been fo long intent, the privileges danda. 
and powers of Roman citizens. In all his other propofals, he had 
the concurrence of fome party in the commonwealth, and by per- 

fuafion, or force, had obtained his purpofe ; but in this he ftruck 

at the perfonal confideration of every citizen, and was oppofed by 

the unanimous voice of the whole People. 

This Tribune ufed to boaft, that he would exhaufl every fund from. 

which any order of men could be gratified, and leave to thofe who 
came after him nothing to give, but the air and the earth 18 . The 

citizens in general, however, were become tired of his favours,, 
and the people of Italy were ill-difpofed to requite the merit of a 
project which he had not been able to execute. Soon after the mo- 
tion, which he made in favour of the Italians, had been rejected, 
Drufus was fuddenly taken ill in the public alTembly, and Papirius 
Carbo, another of the Tribunes, , made a fhortfpeech on the occafion, 

which, among a people prone to fuperftition, and ready to execute 
whatever they conceived to be awarded by the gods, probably haften- 
ed the fate of his falling colleague : " O Marcus Drufus !" he faid, 
" the father I call, not this degenerate fon ; thou who ufedft to fay, 
" The commonwealth is facred, whoever violates it is fure to be 
" punifhed. The temerity of the fon lias evinced the wifdom of 

" Ex turdis maria. Aut. dc Viris Illuftribus, in L. Druf. Val.Max.Iib.be. c. 5. Floras. 
** Florus, lib, hi. c. 17. 

" the 
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" the father." A great fhout arofe in the afTembly, and Drufus 19 9 ' 
be:ii2 attended to his own houfe by a numerous multitude, received 
i:> the crowd a fecret wound of which he died 3 \ All his laws were ' 

fcen after repealed, as having pafled under unfavourable aufpices. 

But the inhabitants of Italy were not to be appeafed under their late 
difippointment, and d: (contents were breaking out in every part of 
the country, which greatly alarmed the republic. 

In this ftate of public uneafmefs, fome profecutions were raifed 
by the Tribune?, calculated to gratify their own private refent- 
ments, and tending to excite animofities. Q. Varius Hybrida ob- 
tained a decree of the People, directing, that inquiry mould be 
made by whofe fault the allies had been made to expect the free- 
dom of the city. In confequence of an inqueft fct on foot for 
this purpofe, L. Calphurnius Beftia, late Conful, and M. Aurelius 
Orator, and other eminent men, were condemned 3I . Mummius 
Achaicus was baniihed to Delos. Emilius Scaurus, who had long 
maintained his dignity as Princeps, or firft on the roll of the Senate, 
was cited on this cccafion before the People as a perfon involved in 
the fame guilt. Quintus Varius, the Tribune, who accufed him, 
being a native of Spain, Scaurus was acquitted upon the following 
ihert defence : " Q^Varius, from the banks of the Sucro, in Spain, 
" fays, That M. Emilius Scaurus, firft in "the roll of the Senate, has 

" encouraged your iubjects to revolt ; Varius maintains the charge ; 

" Scaurus denies it ; there is no other evidence in this matter : 
" chufe whom vou will believe 3 ".'' 

The year following, Varius himfelf was tried, and condemned 
agreeably to his own act; and while the profecutions fufpended all other 



Cicero in Bruto, p. 65. 
30 VeP.eiuf, lib. ii. c. 15, 14. Appian. 

FIom=, lib. ii:. c. 17. 

: * Appia^. Val. Max. lib. viii. c. 6. Ci- 
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21 Cicero pro M. Scauro filio. Aut. de 
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c. 12. Val. Max. lib. iii. c. 7. 
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civil affairs, and even the meafures required for the fafety of the c P. 
public, the inhabitants of Italy were forming dangerous combinations, 
and were ready to break out in actual rebellion. They were exas- 
perated with having their fait not only refufed, but in having the 
abettors of it at Rome confidered as criminals. They fent deputies 
to meet at Corfmium, and to deliberate on a plan of operations. 
Their deputies were to form a Senate, and to chufe two executive 
officers, under the denomination of Confuls. 

The Romans took their firft fufpicion of a dangerous defign in 
agitation among their allies, from obferving that they were ex- 
changing hoftages among themfelves. The Proconful Servilius, who 
commanded in the Picenum, having intelligence to this purpofe from 
Afculum, repaired thither, in order, by his prefence, to prevent any 
commotion ; but his coming, in reality, haflcned the revolt. His 
remonftrances and his threats made the inhabitants fenfible that thei 



defigns were known, and that the execution of them could no longer 
in fafety be delayed. They accordingly took arms, and put to the 
fword the Proconful Servilius, with his lieutenant, and all the Roman 
citizens who happened to be in the place. The alarm immediately 
fpread throughout all the towns that were concerned in the plot ; and, 
as upon a fignal agreed, the Marfi, Peligni, Veftini, Marcini, Picentes, 
Perentana?, Hirpini, Pompeiani, Venulini, Apuli, Lucani, and Sam- 

nites, took arms, and fent a joint deputation to Rome to demand a 
participation in the privileges of Roman citizens ; of which they 

had, by their ferviccs, contributed fo largely to encreafe the value. 
In anfwer to this demand they were told by the Senate, That 

r 

they mull difcontinue their affemblies, and renounce their pretenfions ; 
otherwife, that they muft not prefume to fend any other menage to 

Rome. 

War being thus declared, both parties prepared for the conteft. J 
The allies muttered a hundred thoufand men, in different bodies, and far, p. Rati 

, li us Lupus, 

under 



U. C. 6S;. 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



under different leaders. The Romans found themfelves in an inftant 

brought back to the condition in which they had been about three 
hundred years before; reduced to a few miles of territory round their 
walls, and befet with enemies more united, and more numerous than 
^ever had affailed them at once on the fame ground. But their city 

was likewife enlarged, their numbers encreafed, and every individual 

excellentlv formed to ferve the State, as a warrior and a citizen. 
All of them affumed, upon this occafion, the fagum, or military 
drefs ; and being joined by fuch of the Latins as remained in their 
allegiance, and by fuch of their colonies, from different parts of 
Italy, as continued to be faithful, together with fome mercenaries 
from Gaul and Numidia, they affembled a force equal to that of the 

allies. 

The Confuls were placed at the head of the two principal armies j 
Lucius Julius Csefar, in the country of the Samnites and Rutilius, 

in that of the Marfi 3 \ They had under their command the 
molt celebrated and experienced officers of the republic ; but little 
more is preferred to fumifh out the hiftory of this war than the 
names of the Roman commanders, and thofe of the perfons oppofed 
to them. Rutilius was attended by Pompeius Strabo, the father of him 
who afterwards bore the title of Pompey the Great ; Cxpio, Perperna, 
Meffala, and Caius Marius, of whom the laft had "already fo often 
been Conful. Cs&far had, in the army which he commanded, Len- 
tulus, Didius, Craffus, and Marcellus. They were oppofed by T. 
Afranius, P. Ventidius, Marcus Egnatius, Q^Pompedius, C. Papius, 

M. Lamponius, C. Judacilius, Hircus, Affinius, and Vetius Cato, 

at the head of the allies. The forces were fimilar in difcipline and 
in arms. The Romans were likely to be inferior in numbers and in 
reiburces, but had the advantage in reputation, authority, and in the 

Now part cf the kingdom of Naples. 34 Contiguous part of the Ecclefiaftical State. 

a fame 
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fame of their leaders, inured to command in the higheft ftations. 
But fo well had the allies taken their meafures, and with fo much 
animofity did they fupport a quarrel, which they had been- meditat- 
ing for fome years, that the Romans appeared at firft unequal to 
the conteft, and were furprifed and overcome in many-encounters. 

The detail of thefe operations is imperfectly recorded ; and does 
not furnifh the materials of a relation either interefting or inftructive. 
We mud therefore content ourfelves with a lift of adionsand events, 
and with the general refult. 

One of the Confuls, Lucius Csefar, in the firft encounter of the 
war, was defeated by Vetius Cato near Efernia, and had two thou- 
fand men killed in the field. The town of Efernia was immediately 

inverted, and fome Roman officers of diftinction were obliged to 

make their efcape in the difguife of flaves. Two Roman cohorts 
were cut off at Venafrum, and that colony fell into the hands of the 
enemy. The other Conful, Rutilius, was likewile defeated by the 
Marfi, and fell in the field, with eight thoufand men of his army. 
His colleague was called to the city to prefide at the election of a 
fucceffor; but being neceflarily detained with the army, the office 
continued vacant for the remainder of the campaign, while the army 
acted under the direction of the late Confuls, Marius and Cxpio. 

The corpfe of Rutilius, and of other perfons of rank, being brought 
to public funeral at Rome, fo alarmed and funk the minds of the 
People, that the Senate decreed, that, for the future, the dead ffiould 
be buried where they fell. 

In the mean time, Lucius Csefar obtained a victory in the country 

of the Samnites ; and the Senate, in order to reftore the confidence 
of the People, as if this victory had iuppreffed the revolt, refolved, 
that the fagum, or military drefs, fliould be laid alide 

35 lAv. lib. lxxiv. Appian. Orolius, lib. v. c. 18. Florue, lib. ili. c 18. Velleius. Eu- 
trop'ius. * , m 
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The ufual time of the Coniular elections being come, Cn. Pom- 

pel us Strabo and Porcius Cato were named, 

Pcmpey gained a complete victor}' over the Marfi ; and, notwith- 
ftancing an obninate defence, reduced the city of Afculum, where 
hoftiiities at firft had commenced, and where the Romans liad fuffered 
the greateft outrage. The principal inhabitants of the place were put 
to death, the remainder were fold for flaves. The other Conful, Cato,. 
was killed in an attack upcn the entrenchments of the Marfi ; and 
although Marius and Sylla, in different quarters, had turned the for- 
tune of the war againil the allies, yet the event frill continued to be 
extremely doubtful. 

The Umbrians, Etrufcans, and inhabitants of other diftricls of 
Italv, who had hitherto heiiratea in the choice of their party, took 

courage from the perfeverance and fuccefs of their neighbours, and 

openlv joined the revolt. The more diftant parts .of the empire were 

fcon likely to feize the contagion : they were already, by the ob~ 

ftruction they met with in carrying fupplies of provifions or revenue,- 

fevered from the capital, and the allegiance they owed as conquered 
provinces, whenever they faw their opportunity to withdraw it, was- 
Hkelv to vanuli like a dream or ideal exiftence. 

Mithridates, the king of Pontus, did not neglect the occafion that 
was offered to him ; he put all his forces in motion, expelled Nico-- 
medes from Bvthinia, and Ariobarzones from Cappadocia, and made 
himfelf matter of the greater part of the Letter Afia. 

In this extremity it appeared necefiary to comply with the de- 
mands of the allies ; but the Senate had the addrefs to make this 
conceilion feem to be an act of munificence and generofity, not of 

weaknefc or fear. 

The Latins, who had continued in their allegiance, were, in- 
con (i deration of their fidelity, admitted to all the privileges of Ro- 
man citizens. The Umbri and Tufcans, who either had not yet de- 
clared, 
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clared, or who had been leaft forward in the war, were next com- 
prehended ; and the other inhabitants of Italy, obferving, that they 
were likely to obtain by favour what they endeavoured to extort 
by force, grew remifs in the war, or withdrew from the league, that 
they might appear to be forward in the general return to peace. 

The Marfi, Samnites, and Lucanians, who had been the princi- 
pal authors of the revolt, or who had acted with mod animofity in 
the conduct of it, continued for fome time to be excluded from 

the privilege of Romans. But the civil war, which foon after 
broke out among the citizens themfelves, terminated either in the 

extirpation of thofe aliens, and in the fettlement of Roman colonies 

in their ftead, or gave them an opportunity, under favour of the 
party they efpoufed, of gaining admittance to the privilege to which 
they afpired: fo that, in a few years, all the inhabitants of Italy, from 
the Rubicon to the Straits of MefTina, were become citizens of Rome ; 
-and a conftitution of ftate, which had been already overcharged by 
the numbers that partook of its fovereignty, was now altogether 
overwhelmed ; or if this change alone were not fufficient to deftroy 

it, was not likely long to remain without fome notable and fatal 
revolution. Aflemblics of the People, already fufficiently tumul- 
tuary, being now confidered as the collective body of all the Italians, 
were become altogether impracticable, or could be no more than 
partial tumults raifed in the ftreets of Rome, or the contiguous 
fields, for particular purpofes : info much that when we read of the 
authority of the Senate being fet afide by an order of the People, 
we may venture to conceive all government fufpended at the inftance 

of that party, who had then the populace of Rome at their call. 

Licinius Craffus and L. Julius Csefar were chofen Cenfors, in or- 
der to make up the new rolls of the People. This, it is likely, was 

found to be a difficult and tedious work- It became neceflary to 

fcrutinize the rolls of every feparate borough, in order to know who 

3 F 2 were 
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were entitled to be added to the lift of Roman citizens ; and this 
difficulty was farther encreafed in confequence of a law devifed about 
this time by Papirius Carbo, in which it was enacted, that not only 
the natives and antient denizens of Italy, but all who mould, for the 
future, obtain the freedom of any Italian borough, if they had a refi- 
dence in Italy, and had given in their claim to the Praetor fixty days, 
fhould, by that act, become citizens 36 : fo that the prerogative of 
the Roman People continued to be in the gift of every feparate cor- 
poration, as well as in that of the State itfelf. 

The number of the aliens admitted on the rolls, at this mufter, 

is not recorded ; but it was probably equal to that of the antient citi- 
zens, and might have inftantly formed a very powerful and danger- 
ous faction in the State, if effectual meafures had not been taken to 
guard againft the effect of their influence. For this purpofe, they 
were not mixed promifcuoufly with the mafs of the People, but 

confined to eight particular Tribes 37 ; by this means they could 

only influence eight votes in thirty-five 35 ; and the antient citizens 

were itil 1 pofleffed of a great majority. But this artifice did not 

long efcape the attention of thofe who were aggrieved by it, and 
became the lubject of a new difpute. 

While the Romans were meditating, or actually making this im- 
portant change in the ftate of the commonwealth, they found leifure 
fcr matters of lets, moment, in which they endeavoured to provide 
fcr the peace of the city, and the adminiftration of juftice. 

Piautius, one of the Tribune?, obtained a new law for the felec~tion 
of judges, l*r which it was enacted, That each Tribe fhould annually 
elect fifteen citizens, without any diftinction of rank ; and that, from 

54 Cicero rro Arzhia Pceta. thirtv-five ; but the continual sllufion ofRo- 

37 Vei'.eins Pater-zulus, lib. ii. c. zo. nan writers, to the number thirty-five, will 

35 Hiila-rians :r.ea;lon this particular, as if r.o: a! lew us to fuppoie any augmentation. 

ckL: new Tribes were added to the former Cicc.-o de Lege Agraria ada, c. 8. 

c the 
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the whole fo named, the judges in all trials that occurred within the 

year fhoukl be taken 39 . This law appeared to be equitable, as 

it gave, with great propriety, to all the different clafles.of men in 
the State, an equal right to be named of the juries ; and to every 
party concerned, an equal chance of being tried by his peers. 

The fame Tribune like wife obtained a law for the prefervation Lexpiotiade- 

Vi 

of the public peace, by which it was declared capital to be feen ; in 

public with a weapon, or inftruinent of death ; to occupy any place 

of ftrength in the city; to offer violence to the houfe of any perfon, 
or to difturb any company ; to interrupt any meeting of the Senate, 
aflembly of the People, or court of juftice. To thefe claufes Catulus 
fubjoined another, in which he comprehended peribns furrounding 
the Senate with an armed force, or offering violence to any ma- 
gistrate 40 . 

39 fedianus in Cornelianam Ciceronis, 40 Cicero pro Ccelio, ct Arufpicum Refponfo^ 
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CHAP. VIL 

Tnuirpb of Pcmpeius Strabo. Progrcfs of Sylla. War with 

the king of Pent us. Rife of that Kingdom. Appointment of 

Sylla to command. Policy of the "Tribune Sulpicius. Sylla s 

Czmmiffion recalled in Favour of Marias. His March from 

Campania to Rome. Expels Marius and his Fatlion from the 

City. His Operations in Greece. Siege of Athens. Battle 

of Cha*rznea. Of Orchomencs. Tranfatlions at Rome. 

Policy of Cznna. Marius recalled. Chwa flies ', and is de- 
prived. Recovers the Pojfefjion of Rome. Treaty of Sylla 

izifh Miihridates. He paffes into Italy. Is oppofed by tin- 

iucrzus Armies. Various Events of the War in Italy. Sylla 

prevails. His Prcfripfion, or Maffacre. Named Dictator. 

• His Pz!::y Refgnaticn and Death. 

THE focial war, though far from being fuccefsful, concluded 
with a triumphal proceflion ; and the Senate, though actually 

obliged to yield the point for which they contended, thought pro- 
per, under pretence of advantages gained on fome particular occa- 
sions, to erect a trophy. They fingled out Pompeius Strabo for the 
page:.nt in this ceremony ; either becaufe he had reduced Afcu- 

lum, where the rebellion nrft broke out, or becaufe a victory ob- 
tained by him had moft immediately preceded the peace. But the 

moil remarkable circum fiance in this procefTion was, its being, in mew, 

a triumph of the old citizens over the new, but in reality a triumph 
oi the latter. Ventidius Baffiis, being a prifoner in the war, and 
led as fuch in the prefent triumph, came in the form of a captive to 
ihire in the prerogatives of a Roman ; he was, in the fequel, pro- 

S moted 
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moted to all the honours of the State ; and himfelf, in the capacity 
of a victorious general, led a proceffioa of the fame kind with that 
in which he had made his firft entry at Rome as a captive \ 

Sylla, by his conduct and his fucceffes wherever he had borne a 
feparate command in this war, gave proof of that fuperior genius 
by which he now began to be diftinguifhed. By his magnanimity 
on all occafions* by his great courage in danger, by his imperious 
exactions from the enemy, and by his lavifli profuiion to his own 
troops, he obtained, in a very high degree, the confidence and at- 
tachment of his foldiers ; and yet in this, it is probable, he acted from 
temper, and not from defign, or with any view to what followed. With 
fo carelefs and fo bold a hand did this man already hold the reins of 
military difcipline, that Albirius, an officer of high rank, and next 
in command to himfelf, being killed by the foldiers in a mutiny,, 
he treated this outrage as a trifle, laying, when the matter was reported 
tp him, That the troops would atone for it when they met with the 
enemy \ 

With the merits he had recently difplayed in this war, lie repaired 
to the city, laid claim to the Confulate, and was accordingly chofen 
in conjunction with Quintus Pompeius Rufus. 

It was thought necelfary ftill to keep a proper force under arms in 
Italy, until the public tranquillity fhould be fully eftabliflied. The 
army, which had acted under Cneius Pompeius Strabo, Conml of the 
preceding year, was deftined for this fervice ; and Quintus Rufus 
was appointed to the command of it. 

The war with Mithridatcs, king of Pontus, however, was the 
principal object of attention ; and this province, together with the- 
army then lying in Campania, fell to the lot' of Sylla. 

» Val. lib. vi. c. 9. Gellius, lib. xv. c. 4. Plin. lib. 7. c. 43. Dio Ca&us, 43. fine. 
1 Plutarch, in Sylla. 
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The monarclw of Pontus had rifen upon the ruins of the Macedo- 
nian eflabiiihments in Afia ; and, upon their entire fuppreffion, 
was become one of the moft conilderable kingdoms of the Eaft. 

Mithridates had inherited from his anceftors a great extent of 
territory, reaching in length, according to the representation of 
his own ambaiTador in Appian, twenty thoufand ftadia, above two 

thoufand miles. He himfelf had joined to it the kingdom of Col- 
chis, and other provinces on the coafts of the Euxine fca. His na- 
tion?.! troops amounted to three hundred thoufand foot, and forty 
thoufand horfe, beiides auxiliaries from Thrace, and from that part 
of Scvthia which lies on the Meotis and the Tanais, countries over 
which he had acquired an afcendant approaching to a Sovereignty. 
He had pr^etenfions likewife on the kingdoms of Bithynia and Cap- 
padocia, which he had hitherto relinquished from refpect to the Ro- 
mans ; or of which he had deferred the effect until he fhould be pre- 
pared to cope with this formidable power. All his pretenfions in- 
deed, like thofe of other monarchs, were likely to extend with his 
force, and to receive no limitation but from the defect of his power. 
And fuch were his refources, and his perfonal character, that, if he 
had encountered on the fide of Europe with an enemy lefs able than 

the Romans were to withftand his progrefs, it is probable that in 
his hands the empire of Pontus might have vied with that of the 
greater! conquerors. 

About the time that the focial war broke out in Italv, Caflius Lon- 
ginus, Manius Acquiliu?, and C. Oppius were, in different cha- 
racters, flationed in the province of Afia, and took under their pro- 
tection every power in that country that was likely to oppofe the 
progrefs of Mithridates. 

Nicomedes, who had been recently reftored to the crown of 

Bithynia, made hoftile incuriions under the encouragement of thefe 

Roman generals, even into the kingdom of Pontus. Mithridates, 

having 
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having made fruitlefs complaints to them on this fubjctt ; and think- 
ing that the diftracted ftate of Italy furnifhed him with a favourable 
opportunity to flight their refentment, he fent his fon Ariarathes into 
Cappadocia with a force to expel Ariobarzanes, though an ally of 
the Romans, and to pofTefs that kingdom. He took the field him- 
felf, and fent powerful armies, under his generals, againft Nicomedes, 
and againft the Romans, who had aflembled all the force of their 
province and of their allies, to the amount of an hundred and twenty 
thoufand men, in different bodies, to defend their own frontier, or 

to annoy their enemy. 

Mithridates fell feparately upon the fevcrai diviiions of his enemies 
forces ; and having defeated Nicomedes, and afterwards Manius, 
obliged the Roman officers, with their .ally, to retire ; Call i us to 

Apamea, Manius towards Rhodes, and Nicomedes to Pergamus. 
His fleet, likewife, confifting of three hundred gallies, opened the 
paffage of the Hellefpont, took all the fliips which the Romans 

had ftationed in thofe ftraits ; and he himfelf foon after in perfon 
traverfed Phrygia and the Lefler Afia, to the fea of Cilicia and 

Greece. In all the cities of the Lefler Afia, where the people now 
openly declared their deteftation of the Roman dominion, he was 
received with open gate=. He got pofleflion of the perfon of Op- 

pius, by means of the inhabitants of Laodicea, where this general 

had taken refuge with a body of mercenaries. The mercenaries were 
allowed to dilband ; but Oppius himfelf was conducted as a prifoner 

to the head-quarters of Mithridates, and, in mockery of his ftate as 
a Roman governor, was made to pafs through the cities in his way, 
with his fafces or enfigns of magiftracy earned before him. 

Manius Acquilius likewife fell into the hands of the enemy, and 
was treated with fimilar fcorn ; and with a barbarity which nothing 
but the moft criminal abufe of the power he lately pofTefTed could 
have deferved or provoked. Being carried round the cities of Afia 

Vdjl. I. 3 G on 
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on an afs, he was obliged at every place to declare, that his own avarice 
was the caufe of the war ; and he was at laft put to death by the 
pouring of melted gold into his throat. 

Wliile Mithridates thus overwhelmed his enemies, and was en- 
deavouring to complete his conqueft of Afia by the reduction of 
Rhode?, he ordered his general Archelaus to penetrate by the way of 
Thrace and Macedonia into Greece. 

Such was the alarming (late of the war when the Romans, having 
fcarcelv appeafed the troubles in Italy, appointed L. Cornelius Sylla, 
with fix legions that lay in Campania, to embark for Greece, in 

order, if poflible, to Item a torrent which no ordinary bars were likely 
to withiuuid. 

But before Sylla or his colleague could depart for their provinces 
diforders arcfe in the city, which, without waiting the approach of 

foreign enemies, brought armies to battle in the ftreets, and covered 
the pavements of Rome with the flain. 

Pubiius Sulpicius, Tribune of the People, with a fingular bold- 
r.efs and rroSigacy, ventured to tamper with the dangerous humours 
which were but ill fupprefTed in the event of the late troubles ; and, 
as if the State had no experience of civil wars and domeftic 
tumults, lighted the torch anew, and kindled the former animofity 
cf the popu-ar and Senatorian parties. The fevere meafures hither- 
iz t-'n-n by the Senate and Magiftrates againft the authors of fedi- 

tirn had, in fome inflances, been effectual to fnatch the republic 
cut of the hands of lawlefs men, and to fufpend for a while the ruin 
of the commonwealth ; but the examples fo given, inftead of de- 
tei ring others from a repetition of the fame crimes, appear only to 
have admcruihed the factious leaders to take proper precautions, and 
to make the neceuary preparations before they embarked in defigns 
againft the State. They accordingly improved and refined by de- 
grees on the meafures which they fucceflively took againft the Senate ; 

and 
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and when the Tribune Sulpicius began to act, he made his arrange- CHAP. 

ments equal to a fyftem of formal war. This Tribune, according to < v — 

Plutarch* had three thoufand gladiators in his pay, and in defpite of 
the law of Plautius, had ever at his back a numerous company of re- 
tainers, armed with daggers and other offenfive weapons ; thcfe he 
called \\\§J?iti-fenate ; and retained to fupport him in an attempt, which 
he was at no pains to difguife, againft the authority of the Senate it- 
felf. He moved the People to recal from exile all thofe who had fled 
from the city on occafion of the former diforders, and to admit the 
new citizens and enfranchifed ilaves to be enrolled promifcuoufly in 
all the Tribes without regard to the late wife limitation of the Senate's 
decree, by which they were reftricted to four. By the change ivhich 
he now propofed, the citizens of leaft confideration might come to 
have a majority, or a great fway in the public deliberations. The 
Tribunes would become mafters in every queftion, and fill up 
the rolls of the people in the manner that moft fuited their in- 

tereft. 

This prefumptuous man himfelf undertook to procure the free- 
dom of the city for every perfon that applied to him, and boldly 
received premiums in the flreets for this proftitution of the privileges 
and powers of his fellow-citizens. 

The more refpeftable citizens, and the magiftrates, in vain with- 
flood thefe abufes. They were overpowered by force, and frequent- 
ly driven from the place of affembly. In this extremity they had 
recourfe to fuperftition, and by multiplying holy-days, endeavoured 
to flop or to difconcert their antagonifts. But Sulpicius, with his 
party, laid violent hands on the Confuls, in order to force them to 
recal thefe appointments. Young Pompey, the fon of the prefent 
Conful, and fon-in-law to Sylla, was killed in the fray. Sylla him- 
felf, w r ho had withdrawn from the tumult, feeling that he was in the 
power of his enemies, and being impatient to get into a Zituation in 

3 G 2 which 
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which he could more effectually refill them, chofe for the prefent to 

comply with their demands \ 

In the midft of thefe violences, the city being under an ac- 
tual ufurpation or tyranny, Sylla repaired to the army in Cam- 
pania, with a refolution to purfue the objecT of his command 
in Alia, and to leave the Tribunitiarr ftorms at Rome to fpend 
their force. But icon after his departure, it appeared, that Man us 
was no ftranger to the councils of Sulpicius ; and that he hoped, by 
means of this Tribune, to gratify an ambition which outlived the 
vigour cf his faculties and the ftrength of his body. His firft ob- 
ject was to mortify his rival Sylla, in revoking, by a decree of the 
People, the appointment of the Senate, and to fuperfede him in the 
command of the army againft Mithridates. A decree to this purpofe 

was accordingly with eafe obtained by Sulpicius, in one of thofe 

partial conventions, which took upon them to reprefent the People of 

Italy in the ftreets of Rome ; and Marius, now appointed general 

of die army in Campania, fent the proper officers to intimate his 
appointment to Svlla, and to receive from him, in behalf of his 

iucceifcr, the charge of the army, and the delivery of the ftores. 
Sylla had the addrefs to make the troops apprehend that this change 
was equally prejudicial to them as to himfelf ; that Marius had his 
favourite legions whom he would naturally employ ; and that the 

fame act cf violence, by which he had fupplanted the general, would 

bring other officers and other men to reap the fruits of this lucrative 
fervice in Aiia. This perfuafion, as well as the attachment which, 
the army already bore to their general, produced its effect 4 . 

1 Tie officers, who intimated the appointment of Marius, on de- 
claring their commiffioa, found that violence could take place in 
the camp as well as in the city. Their orders were received with. 



5 ?I;:arch. in Mario, p. £26. edit. Locdin, 410. ♦ Appian. deBell. Civil, lib. i. 

fcorn*. 



OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC 



4i3 



/corn. A tumult arofc among the fbldicrs ; and citizens veiled with c A p 

a public character, formally commilfior.ed to intimate an order of 
the Roman People, and delivering their commands to this purpofe, 

were flam in the camp. In return to this outrage fome relations and 

friends of Sylla were murdered in the city, and fuch retaliations were 

not likely loon to end on either fide \ 

Faction is frequently blind, and docs not fee the ufe that may be 

made of its own violent precedents againft itfelf. Although Sylla is 
laid to have hefitated, yet he was not a perfon likely to ihrink 
from the contcft, in which his own enemies, and thofe of the State, 
had engaged him. Stung with rage, and probably thinking that 
force would be juftified in matching the republic out of fuch violent 
bands, he propofed to the army that they Ihould march to Rome. The 
propofal was received with joy ; and the army, without any of the 
icruplcs, or any degree of that hefitation which is afcribed to their 

commander in adopting this meafure, followed where he thought 
proper to lead them. 

On this new and dangerous appearance of things, not only Mantis 
and Sulpicius, with the perfons moft obnoxious on account of the 

Snfults offered to Sylla and other relpectable citizens, were lei zed 
with confirmation ; but even the Senate and the Nobles were juftly 
alarmed, 

A faction, it is true, had aflumed the authority of the Roman 
People, to violate the laws, and to overawe the State 5 but armies, it 
was thought, are dangerous tools in . political contefts ; and no good 
intention on the part of their leaders, no magnanimity or mode- 
ration in the execution of their intentions, can compenfate the ruinous 
tendency of a precedent which brings force to be employed as an 
ordinary refource in political divi lions- Even the prefent Hate of 
the republic did not appear fo defperate as to juftify fuch a meafure- 

5 Plutarch, in Mario, Edit* Loud, p. 526. 

The 
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The Senate accordingly fent a deputation to Sylla with entreaties, 
and with commands, that he would not advance to the city. This 
deputation was received by him within a few miles of the gates. 

He heard the remonfirance that was made to him with patience, and 
feemed to be moved. He gave orders, in the hearing of the "deputies, 
that the armv mould halt ; fent the proper officers to mark out a camp, 
and fufFered the cornmiilioners to return to their employers, full of 
the perfuafion that he was to comply with their requeft. But as foon 
'as he thought this intelligence had reached the city, and had lulled his 
ar.tagcniiis into a irate of fecurity, he fent a detachment clofe on the 
heel? of the deputies, with orders to feize the nearer! gate ; and he 
himfelf, with the whole army, ipeedily followed to fupport them. 

The ~ate was accordingly feized. The People, in tumult, endea- 
voured to recover it ; Marius fecured the Capitol, and fummoned 
even- man, whether freemen or flaves, to repair to his ftandard. His 

parrv, as thev afTembled, were drawn up in the ftreets. Sylla, in 
the mean time, at the head of his army, ruihed through the gate, 
which his vanguard ftill maintained, againft the multitudes by whom 
they were prelTed. He was greatly annoyed from the battlements 

and windows as he paffed, and might have been repulfed by the 

forces which Marius had afiembled, if he had not commanded the 
citv to be fet on fire, in order to profit by the confuiion into which 
the People were likely to be thrown in avoiding or extinguishing the 
flames. By this expedient he drove Marius from all the ftations he 
had occupied, forced him to abandon the city, and obliged his ad- 
herents to feparate. 

While the army was diftributed in different quarters of a city, 

deformed with recent marks of blood (lied and fire, their general 
afTembled the Senate, and defired them to deliberate on the prefent 
Hate of affairs. Among the meafures he fuggefted on this occaiion, 
was a law by which Marius, with his fon, and twelve of his fac- 

2 tion, 



OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. 



4i5 



tion, who had fecreted themiclves, were declared enemies of their c HA P. 

V -1X» 

country. This fentence was accompanied with a public injunction to 
feize or kill them wherever they could be found. The reafons upon 

# which this act of attainder was granted were, that they had violated 
the laws of the republic, and feduced the Haves to defert from their 
matters, and to take ^.rms again ft the State \ 

While the officers of juftice were difperfed in execution of this de- 
cree, and many others were buly in iearch of their private enemies, 

thus laid at their mercy, the Tribune Sulpicius, having fled to_the 
marines on the coaft near Laurentum, was dragged from thence and 
flain. His head, fevered from the body, as that of a traitor, who had 
furpafled every leader of faction in the outrages done to the laws and 
the government of his country, was expofed on one of the roftra j 

an example afterwards frequently imitated, and which, though it. 
could not make any addition to the evil of the times, became an 
additional expreffiori of the animofity and rancour of parties againft 
each other 7 . 

Marius, upon his expulilon from Rome, retired to his own villa 
at Saloniuin ; and, being unprovided for a longer flight, fent his 
fon to the farm of one Mutius, a friend in the neighbourhood, to 
procure what might be neceflary for a voyage by fea. The young 
man was difcovered at this place, and narrowly efcaptd in a waggon 
loaded with ftraw, which, the better to deceive his purfuers, was 
ordered to take the road to Rome. The father fled to Oftia, and 
there embarked on board a veffel which was provided for him by 

Numerius, who had been one of his partizans in the late troubles. 
Having put to fea, he was forced by ftrefs of weather to Circeii,. 
there landed in want of every neceflary, and made himielf known to 

6 Appian-de Bell. Civil. lib. i. p. 387. and Pub. Granii, Albinovanus, Marcus Sue.- 
The names mentioned in this act of attainder tonius. 

or outlawry, were Sulpicius, Marius' father 7 Velleius Paterculus, lib. ii. c. 19. 
and fpn, P. Cethegus, Junius Brutus, Cneius 

fome 
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iome herdfmen, of whom he Implored relief. Being informed of the 

parties that were abroad in purfuit of him, he concealed himfelf for 

i .e nig] it in a neighbouring wood. Next day, as he was within a 
few miles of the town of Minturnae, he was alarmed at the fight of 
feme horfemen, ran with all the fpeed he could make to the fhore, 
and, with much difficulty, got on board of a boat which was paffing. 
The periens with whom he thus took refuge refilled the threats and 
importuriries of the purfuers to have him delivered up to them, 

or thrown into the lea ; but having rowed him to a fuppofed place 
of fafety, at the mou:h of the Liris, they put him on fhore, and 
left him to his fate. Here he firft took refuge in a cottage, after- 
wards under a hollow bank of the river, and, laft of all, on hearing 

the tread of the horfemen, who Mill purfued him, he plunged 
himfelf to the chin in the marlh ; but, though concealed by the 

reeds and the depth of the water, he was difcovered and dragged 

from thence all covered with mud. He was carried to Minturnce, 

and doomed by the magistrates of the place to fufTer the execution 
of the fentence which had been denounced againft himfelf and his 
partizans at Rome. He was, however, by fome connivance, allowed 
to efcape from hence, again put to fea, and, at the ifland iEnaria, 

joined fome affociates of his flight. Being afterwards obliged to land 
in Sicily for a fupply of water, and being known, he narrowly 

efcaped with the lofs of fome of the crew that navigated his veilel. 
From thence he arrived on the coaft of Africa ; but, being forbid the 
province by the Praetor Sextilius, continued to fhift his abode among 
the iflands or places of retirement on the coaft 8 . 

Marius was in his feventieth year when he made this attempt to 
overturn the Roman republic by means of popular tumults, and 
when he ftrove to obtain the command of an army in the bufieft and 
moft arduous fervice which the Roman empire had then to offer. 

* ?!u:arch. in Mono, edit. Lond. p. 554.. 

Being 
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Being forced, by his mifcarriage in this attempt, into the ftate of an C 

outlaw, he ftill amufed the world with adventures and efcapes, which 

hiftorians record with the embellifhments of a pidturefque and even 
romantic defcription. A Gaulifti or German foldier, who was em- 
ployed at Minturnx to put him to death, overawed by his afpect, 
recoiled from the tafk ; and the people of the place, as if moved by 
the miracle, concurred in aiding his efcape *. The prefence of fuch 
an exile on the ground where Carthage had ftood, was fuppofed to 
encreafe the majefty and the melancholy of the fcene. Go," he faid 
to the Lienor who brought him the orders of the Praetor to depart, 
" tell him that you have feen Marius fitting on the ruins of 
« Carthage 'V 

The Senate, thus reftored to its authority, and, by the fuppre/Iion of 

the late fedition, maftersof the city, took the proper meafures to prevent, 
for the future, fuch violations of order introduced for popular govern- 

i 

ment. They refolved that no queftion of legiflation mould be agitated 
in the affembly of the Tribes " ; and Sylla, before he left the city, 
thought proper to difpatch the election of Confuls for the following 
year, but did not employ the power, which he now pofTeflcd, to make 
the choice fall on perfons who were both of the fenatorian party. To- 
gether with Oclavius, who had the authority of the Senate at heart, 
he fuffered Cinna, though of the oppofite faction, to be chofen, 
and only exacted a promife from him not to difturb the public 
peace, nor, in his abfence, to attempt any thing derogatory of his 
own honour "* 

Having in this manner reftored the commonwealth, Sylla fet out 
with his army for their deflination in Greece. Quintus Rufus, the 

other Conful of the preceding year, at the fame time repaired to his 

* 4 

9 Velleius Pater. lib. ii. c. 19. . 11 L. Florus, lib. iii. c. 21. Appian. dc 

™ Plutarcb. in "Mario. Bell. Civil, lib. i. 

** Appian. dc BeU.;Civil. lib. i. 
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province in the country of the Maxfi, where, as has been mentioned 
he was to fucceed Cn. Strabo in the command of fome legions ; but 
being lefs agreeable to thefe troops than his predeceflbr, the foldiers 

mutinied upon his arrival, ami put Iiim to death. Cn. Strabo, though 

fuipccted of having connived with them in this horrid tranfaclion, 
was permuted to profit by it in keeping his ftation. So quick was 

the fucceSon of crimes which diftrefled the republic, tliat one dis- 
order eicaped with impunity, under the more atrocious effects of 
another which followed it. 

"When Sylla was about to depart from the city, Virgilius, one of 
the Tribune?, moved an impeachment againft him for the illegal 
fteps he had lately taken. But the ttate of the war with Mithridates 
was urgent, and Sylla took the benefit of the law of Mem mi us, by 

which pcrfons named to command had a privilege to decline anfwer- 
ing any charge which mould be brought againfl them, when going 
on the fervice to which they were appointed. 

The king of Pontus, notwithstanding he had been disappointed in 
his attempt upon Rhodes, was become mafter of the Letter Afia, had 

fixed his rendence at Pergamus, and employed his officers, with nu- 
merous fleets and armies, to carry on the war in different quarters,, 
miking rapid acquifitions at once on the fide of the Scythian and 
Thracian Bofphorus in Macedonia and m Greece. His general, Ar- 
cheiaus, had reduced moft of the Greek iflands, and was battening 

to make himfelf mafter of the Grecian continent. Delos had revolted, 
and thrown oil the yoke of Athens, at the time that it fell into the- 
hands of this general. The king propofed to make ufe of it as a 
decoy to. bring the Athenians themfelves under his power. • For this 
purpcle he pretended a defrre to reftore the ittand, with the treattire- 
he had feized there, to its former matters ; and fent Ariftion, a native 
of Athens, but now an officer in his own fervice, with an efcort 
of two thoufand men, to deliver this treaftire into their hands* • Arif- 

2 " tion 
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Aion h e fag, tender this : p rete nee, recei ved i nto. the P yrx u continued 
•to hold this place, with the. city^of Athens itfelf, for Mithridates, 

■ 

an*l, ;i by means of the farces he aljembled in Attica'^ foon after over- 
ran Beotia, Achaia, and Laconia. 

.-To thefe powerful encroachments .o® the Roman territory, and to 
tlie perfonal injuries done to fuch. of ;their« generals as had fallen into 
his hands, Mithridates bad joined $ barbaKCte outrage, thait roufed, 
' in the higheft degree, , the're/entnieitf of tJ^e Hp man People. He had 
fent orders to all his commanders,' in every >tp*^n and ftation in Afia, -on 
a day fixed^to begin a\maflacre of the,.R'OHian citizens, that wene any 



hat 



Roman 



who ihould fucceed In deftroying their mafter. This 
-order was executed with marks af > anfuk, in which the inftru- 
jnents of cruelty:* are* qftoa apt" to exceed their inftru£tions. It as 
particularly mentioned, that .at Ephtfus, Per 



•am us 



Afia, intire families, taking refuge in the temples, and embracing the 



The number of perfons 



altars, .infants with their parents* and wHhoi 
iwere dragged from thence and murdered, 
that perifhed in this maflkcre, if ever .known, is no where mentioned 1 *. 

The refentment which was natural on this occafion, together with 
*he real danger that threatned the empire, fully juftified the contempt 
with which Sylla treated the impeachment of Virgilius, and the celerity 
*with which he left the city of Rome. Having traniported to Dyra- 
^chuim an army -of fix legions, he took the route of Thefialy and 
iEtolia ; and having raifed in thefe countries contributions for the 
pay and fubfiftence of his army, he received the fubmifiion of the 
•Beotia>ns, who had lately been obliged to declare for Mithridates, and 
advanced to Athens, where Ariftion in the city, and Archelaus in 
the Pyraus, were prepared to make a vigorous refiftance. Mithri* 

13 Appian. de Bell. Mithrid. p. 585, 586 
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B ( tt° K dateSj w *s matter of the fea, collected together all the trbopt 
v — *~ r which he had diftributed in the iflands, and ordered a great rein- 
forcement from Afia to form an army on the fide of Beotia for the 
relief of Athens. 

Sylla, to prevent the enemy, haftened ~the fiege of this place. Hd 

firft made an attempt to force his way into the Pyneus by fcaling the 
walls ; but being repulfed, had recourfe to the ordinary means of 

attack. He erected towers, and railing them to the height of the 

battlements, got upon the fame ievel with the befieged, and plied his 
muTiIes from thence. He fhook the walls with battering engines, or 
undermined them with galleries, and made places of arms for his 
men, near to where he expecled to open a breach. But the defence 
of the place was vigorous and obftinate, and fo well conducted, that 
he was obliged, after many fruitlefs efforts, to turn the fiege into 
a blockade, and to await the effects of famine, by which the city 
began already to be prefled. 

It was in a little time brought to the laft extremity. Thofe who 
were confined within the walls had confumed all the herbage, and 
killed all the animals that were to be found in the place ; they were 
reduced to feed on the implements of leather, or other materials that 
could be turned into fuftenance, and came at laft to prey upon the 

carcafes of the dead. The garrifon was greatly diminiflied in num- 
bers ; and of thofe who remained, the greater part was difpirited and 
weak : but Ariftion, expecting for himfelf no quarter from the Roman 
general, flill mowed no defire to capitulate ; when Sylla, know- 
ing the weak ftate to which the befieged were reduced, made a 
vigorous effort, ftormed and forced the walls with great flaughter. 
Ariftion, who had retired into the Acropolis, was foon afterwards 
taken and flain. 

Archelaus, likewife greatly diftrefTed in the Pyraus, found means 

to efcape by water, and haftened to join the army that was forming 

on 
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on the fide of Theflaly ; leaving the poft: he; abandoned. to fall into 9 *^ ?• 
the, hands of Sylla, who rafed its fortifications to the ground. 

.. The army of Mithridates advanped into. Beotia., Every part of it 
jva? fumptuoufly provided with all that was neceffary. for fubfiftence 
or parade. There was a numerous cavalry richly caparifonedj an 
Infantry of every defcriprfon, varioufly armed, , fome to ufe miifile 
weapons, others to engage in, clofe fight; .a large train of armed 

chariots, which, being winged with fcythes,, threatened to fweep the 

plains. The whole army amounted to about an hundred and twenty 

thoufand men. But their matter, with ajl his ability, it appears, re- 
lied, in the manner of barbarous nations, .more on their numbers than 
he did on their order, or on the conduct of their officers. Sylla was 
to oppofe them with thirty thoufand men. 

On this inferior enemy Archelaus continually prefled with all his 
forces, and endeavoured to bring on a general action* which Sylla 
cautioufly avoided ; waiting for an opportunity that might .deprive 
the enemy of the advantage they had in the fuperiority of their num- 



bers. The armies being both in Beotia, Archelaus inadvertently took 
poft near Cheronea, on the afcent of a fteep hill that was formed 

r 

into terraces by ledges of rocks,, and which terminated at laft in a 
peak or narrow fummit, On the face of this hill he had crowded his 

infantry, his cavalry, and his chariots, and trufted that, although the 
ground was unfavourable to fuch an army, it was frill inacceilible, and 

could not be reached by an enemy. 



While Archelaus believed himfelf fecure in this pofition, Sylla 
continued to obferve him from the poll: he had fortified at a little 
diftance; and was told by fome natives, of the country, that, the 
hill which the enemy had occupied might be. afcended in their rear, 
and that any part of his army might be iafely conducted to the fummit. 
Upon this information he made a difpofition to engage, placed his 

main body againft the enemy in front, and, that he might throw 

3 them 
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them mm eonlkfHMi by a -double attack, fent a powerful detachment 



4 

proper guides, to fcize -on 




\ r 



The unexpected appearance of Sylla's detachment in the rear pfb- 
'daced the alarm that Was intended. Their impetuous defcerit from the 
hill drove in conftrfion ail who came in their way from thence to the 
*camp. The rear fell down on the front. A great uproar and tumult 
"arofe in every part.' And in this critical moment "Sylla began his 
attack, and hroke into the midft of enemies, who were altogether un- 



prepared to receive him. They were crowded in a narrow fpace, 
"and mixed without any diftinction of feparate bodies of officers 6} 
men ; and, under the difad vantage of their ground, could neither 
refift nor retire. In the centre, numbers being trod under foot by 
thofe who crowded around them, perifhed by violence or fuffocation,; 
or, while they endeavoured to open a way to efcape, were (lain by 
each others fwords. Of an hundred and twenty thoufand men^ 
fcarcely ten thoufand could he affembled at Chalcis in Etibcea, the 

place to which Archelaus drreded his flight. Of the Romans, at 

I 4 

the end of the action, only fifteen men were miffing, and of thefe 
two returned on the following day 

Archelaus, even after this rout of his army, being ftill mafter 
.at fea, drew fupplies from Afia and from the neigbouring iflandsj 
and, being fecure in his retreat in Euboea, made frequent defcents on 
the neighbouring coalts. While Sylla endeavoured to cover the 

lands of Beotia and Attica from thefe incurfiens, Mithridates made 
great efforts to replace his army in that country ; and in a little time 

■ 

had transported thither eighty thoufand frefli troops under Dorilaus, 
to whom Archelaus joined hinifelf with thofe he had faved from 
the late difafler. The new army of Mithridates, confuting chiefly of 



** for this fad Plutarcb quotes the Memoirs of Sylla. 



cavalry, 
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cavalry, was greatly favoured by the nature of the ground in Beotia, C A K 
which was fiat and abounding in forage*. . Sylla, though inclined to. m 
keep the heights on which he was leaft expo fed to the enemy's 
.cavalry, was obliged, in order to cover 1 the country from which 
he drew his fubfiftence and forage, to defcend to the plains in the 
neighbourhood of Orchomenos. There he took poft among the 
marines, and endeavoured to fortify himfeif with deep ditches againft 
the enemy's horfe. While his works were yet imfini£hed» being at-^ 
tacked by the Afiatic cavalry, not only the labourers, but the troops 
that were placed under arms to cover the workmen, were feized with 
a panic, and fled. Sylla, having for fome time in vain endeavoured 
to rally them, laid hold of an enfign, and ruihed in defpair on the 
enemy. " To me," he faid, " it is glorious to fall in this place : 
" but for you, if you are afked where you deferted your leader, you 
w may fay, at Grchomenos." Numbers who heard this reproach re- 
turned to the charge with their general j. and wherever they prefented 
themfelves, flopped, the career of the enemy, and put them to fligl.t. 
The Roman army at length recovered itfelf in every part of the field ; 
and Sylla, remounting his horfe, took the full advantage of the change 

of his fortune, purfued the enemy to their camp, and forced them to 
abandon it with great flaughter. 

After the Iois of this fecorid army, Mithridates appears to have 



fuflered 



quiet poffeflion of his winter quarters in Theffaly, and authorifed 
Archelaus to treat of peace- 

■ Both parties were equally inclined to a treaty ; the king of Pontus 

urged by his lofTes, and the Roman Proconful by the ftate of affairs; 
in Italy- Sylla, though 'commanding in Greece by authority from 
the Roman Senate, had been degraded, and declared a public enemy 
by a refolution of the People at Rome, An officer had been fent from 

Italy to fuperfede him j and a Roman* army, independent of his or- 
ders,. 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 

* 

ders, was actually employed in the province. Mithridates too, while 
he had fuffained fuch loffes in Greece, was preffed by the other Ro- 
man army in Afia, under the command of Fimbria, who, with in- 
tendons equally hoftile to Sylla as to Mithridates, advanced with a 
rapid pace, reduced feveral towns on the coaft, and had lately made 
himfelf matter of Pergamus, where the king himfelf had narrowly 
efcaped falling into his hands. In thefe circumftances a treaty was 
equally feafonable for both. 

Sylla had been abfent from Rome about two years, during which 

time, having no fupplies from thence, he had fupported the war by 
the contributions which he had raifed in Greece, iEtolia, and Thef- 

ialy, and with the money he had coined from the plate and treafure 
of the Grecian temples'*. The republic, in the mean time, had 
been in the poffeffion of his enemies, and the authority of the 
Senate was, in a great meafure, fupprefTed. Soon after he left 

the city, Cinna, notwithftanding his engagements to Sylla, re- 
vived the project of keeping the more refpectable citizens in fub- 
jection, under pretence of a government placed in the hands of the 
People. 

The defignation of the popular party was the fame with that which 
had diftingiriihed the followers of Tiberius and Caius Gracchus ; but 
the object was changed, and the nominal popular faction itfelf was 
differently compofed. Formerly this faction confided of the populace 
of Rome and of the poorer citizens, oppofed to the noble and the rich. 
The objects for which they at that time contended, were the diftribution 
of corn, new fettlements, or the divifion of lands. At prefent the parties 
confuted of the inhabitants of the country towns lately admitted, or ftiil 

claiming to be admitted, on the rolls of the People on one fide, and 

of the Senate and antient citizens on the other. The object to which 

* 5 Plutarch, in Sylla &Luca!Io. 

the 
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the former afpired, was a full and equal participation in all the powers 
that belonged to the Roman People. They were far from being 
fatisfied with the manner of their inrolment into a few particular 

Tribes, and laid claim to be admitted without diflinc"tion among the 
antient citizens, and to have confideration and power proportioned 
to their numbers. In this they were fupported by Cinna, who made 
a motion in their favour in the affembly of the People, and at the 
fame time propofed to recal Marius and the other exiles of that party 

from their banifhment. The Conful O&avius, with the majority of 
the Senate and antient citizens, oppofed thefe propofitions ; but Cinna 
was likely to have a powerful fupport in the new people that flocked 

to him from the country towns, and in the friends of the exiles; On 
the day of afiembly, multitudes of the new citizens took pofTe/Iion of 
the place of meeting, and were obferved to be armed with daggers 
or fhort fwords. Octavius was attended at his houfe by a numerous 
aflemWy of the antient citizens, who were armed in the fame man- 
ner, and waited to take fuch meafures as the neceffity of the cafe 
might require. Being told that the Tribunes who had forbidden the 
queftion were violently attacked, and likely to be forced from the 
alTembly, they came forth into the ftreets, and drove their antago- 
nifts, with fome bloodlhed, through the gates of the city. Cinna 
endeavoured to make head againfl: his colleague, and invited the 
flaves, under a promife of liberty, to his ftandard. But rinding it 
impoffible within the city, that was occupied by his opponents, to 
withftand their force, he withdrew to the country towns, and foli- 
ated fupplies from thence. He pafTed through Tibur and Prsenefte 
to Nola, and openly implored the inhabitants to aid him againft their 
common enemies. . On this occafion he was attended by Sertorius, 
and by fome other Senators who had embarked in the fame ruinous 
faction. Their felicitations at any other time might perhaps, have 

.been fruitlefs ; but now, to the misfortune of the republic, a num- 
Vol. I. 3 I ber 
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ber of armies were (till kept on foot in Italy, to finiQi the remains of 
the fecial war. Cn. Strabo commanded one army in Umbria, Me- 
tellus another cn the confines of Lucania and Samnium, and Appius 
Claudius a third in Campania. Thefe armies confifted chiefly of in- 
digent citizens, become fcldiers of fortune, were very much at the 
difpcfs! of their leaders, in whofe name they had been levied, to 
whom they had fworn the military oath, and on whom they depended 
for the fettlements and rewards which they were taught to expeft 
at the end of their fervices. They were inclined to take part in the 
caufe of any faction that was likely, by the expulfion and forfeiture 
cf one part of the city, to make way for preferments and fortunes to 
the ether. 

Cinna diftruftcd Pompey and Metellus ; but hoping for a better re- 
ception from Appius Claudius, he repaired to the camp of this general, 
and had the addrefs to gain the troops who were under his command. 

Mean time the Senate, without entering into any particular dif- 
cuCIon of the guilt which Cinna had incurred in the late tumult at 

Rome, found that, by having deferted his ftation, he had actually 
divelied himfeif cf his office as Conful, and they obtained the election 

cf L. Cornelius Memla in his place. 

Marius, being informed that one of the armies in Italy, with a 
Roman Conful at its head, was prepared to fupport him, made hafte 
from his exile in Africa: he landed in Tufcany, was joined by num- 
ber?, and had an offer of being vefted with the enfigns of ProconfuL 
But intending to move indignation or pity, he declined every pri- 
vilege of a Roman citizen, until the fentence of attainder or banifh- 
ment, which had been pronounced againft him, mould be reverfed. 
In the manner practifed by fuppliants, with a mean habit and 

ghafiJy figure, to which he was reduced by the diftrefs of his 

exile, he preferred himfeif to the People ; but with a counte- 
nance, fays his hiilorian, which, being naturally ftern, now rather 

2 feemed 
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feemed terrible than piteous ,6 . He implored the protection of the 
country towns, in whofe caufe he too pretended to have fufiered, 
and whofe interefts were now embarked on the fame bottom with his 

own. He had many partizans among thofe who had compofed the 

legions which formerly fcrved under his orders. He had reputation 

and authority, and foon aflembled a conliderable force, with which, 

in concert with Cinna, with Sertorius and Car bo, he advanced to- 
wards Rome. 

They inverted the city in three feparate divifions. Cinna and 
Carbo lay before it, Sertorius took poft on the river above, and Ma- 
rius below it. The laft, to prevent fupplies from the lea, made him- 
felf matter of the port of Oftia ; the firft had lent a detachment to 
Ariminum, to prevent any relief from the fide of Gaul. 

In this extremity the Senate applied to Metellus, requefting that 
he would make any accommodation with the Italian allies, and 
haften to the relief of the city. The delays which he made in 
the execution of thefe orders enabled Cinna and Marius to prevent 
him in gaining the allies. The inhabitants of Italy at this time 
had it in their option to accept the privileges they claimed from 
either party ; and, having chofen to join themfelves with the po- 
pular faction, they threw their weight into that fcale. 

Metellus, however, advanced into Latium ; and, being joined by 
the Conful O&avius, took poft on the Alban Hill. Here they found 
that the troops, being inclined to favour their enemies, deferted 
apace. Metellus, being reduced to a few attendants, defpaired of 
the caufe, and withdrew into Africa. O&avius returned to his 
ftation in the city. 

The army lately commanded by Pompeius Strabo, was now de- 
prived of its general ; he having been killed by lightning in his 
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camp. Arid the Senate was not inclined to repofe any confidence in 

his men. He liimfelf had fome time hefitated between the parties ; 
and the troops, at his death, were prepared to choofe the fide which 
was moll likely to favour their intereft. With fo uncertain a profpedt 

of fupport, the Senate thought it fafer to enter into a treaty with 
- Cinna and Marius, than to remain expofed to the neceflity of being 
obliged to admit them by force. They offered to reinftate Cinna in 
the office of Conful, and to reftore Marius, with the other exiles, to 
their condition of Roman citizens ; only {Hpulating that they would 
fpare the blood of their opponents, or proceed againft them according 
to the laws of the commonwealth. While this treaty was in depend- 

ance, Marius, affecting the modefty of a perfbn whom the law, ac- 
cording to his late fentence of banifhment, had difqualified to take 
any part among citizens, obferved a Allien and obftinate filence. 
Even when the treaty was concluded, and the gates were laid open 
to himfelf and his followers, he refufed to enter until the attainder 
under which he lay mould be taken off, and until he was replaced in, 

his condition as a Roman. The People were accordingly alTembled 

to repeal their former decree. But Marius, propofing to take his 
enemies by furprife, did not wait for the completion of the ceremony. 
While the bailors were collecting, he entered the city with a band of 
armed men, whom he employed in taking vengeance on all thofe who 
had concurred m the late meafures againft him. The gates, by his 
orders, were fecured, but mofl of the Senators efcaped. Sylla's houfe 
was demolifhed, many who were reputed his friends were flain, others 
affifred his wife and his children in making their efcape. Among 
the fignals by which Marius directed the execution cf particular per- 
fons, it was underftood that if he did not return a falute which was 
offered him, this was to be confidered as a warrant for immediate 
death. In compliance with thefe inftructions, fome citizens of note. 

were laid dead at his feet. And as the incaneft retainers of his party 

tad 
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had their refentments as well as himfelf, . and took this opportunity to c B 
indulge their paffions, the city refembled a place that was taken by 
ftorm, and every quarter refounded with the cries of robbery, mur- 
, ders, and rapes* This horrid fcene continued without intermiffion- 

five days- and five nights. 

The following are the names of a few of the principal Senators 

who fufiercd : the Conful Oetavius was murdered in his robes of 
office, and in prefence of his lienors ; two Senators of the name of 

Caefar, Caius and Lucius ; two of the name of Craifus, the father 

and the fon, who, attempting to efcape, but likely to be taken, fell 

by their own hands ; Attilius Serranus, Publius Lentulus, C. Numi- 

.torius, M. Brcbius, whofe bodies, fattened on a hook, were dragged 
by a rope through the ftreets ; Marcus Antonius y one of the firft 
Roman Senators, who had betaken himfelf intirely or chiefly to civil 
arts, and is known therefore by the name of the Orator * r this Senator 
being difcovered in a place of concealment, was killed by aflaffins 
fent for the purpofe. The heads of the others were expofed on the 
roftra-; that of Antonius was placed on, the table of Marius, who 
bore him, it feems, a peculiar degree of animofity and rancour. Ca- 

tulus, once the colleague of Marius- in the Confulate, partner in his 

laft and moft decifive victory over the Cimbri, and without queftion 
one of the moft refpe&able Senators of the age, was included in the 
warrant for general execution. Marius being folicited in his favour, 
made anfwer,. He mujl die. And this victim,, choofing to avoid by a 
voluntary death the infults likely to be offered to him by his enemies, 
having (hut himfelf up, with a brafier of burning coals, in a clofe 
chamber which was recently plaiftered,. perilhed by fufFocation. 

Merula, the Flame n Dialis, whofe name, without his own know- 
ledge^ had been infcnbed Conful in place of that of Cinna, now like- 
wife, willing to maintain the dignity of his ftation, opened his ar- 
teries at the fhrine of Jupiter, whofe prieft he was, fprinkled the: 

ftatue- 
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{tatue of the god with his blood ; on feeling the approach of 
death, he tore from his head the apex or creft of the order, which, 

by the maxims of religion, he always carried while alive, but with 
which on his head it would have been impious and ominous to die, 
and took thofe who were prefent to witnefs of the exactnefs with 
which he performed this duty. 

Cinna himfelf became weary of the murders which were com- 
mitted to gratify the avarice of mean and needy adventurers, or the 
rancour even of fugitive flaves againft the matters they had deferted ; 
he whhed to terminate fo horrid a fcene, but it feems could not ftop 
it otherwise than by the death of thofe who were employed in it. 

He caufed great numbers of them accordingly to be furrounded and 
put to the fword. He propofed, in concert with Marius, to give 
ibme form or title to their government, by aflutning the Confulate : 

and although there is no doubt that they could have ealily obtained 
the fancxion of an ordinary election, yet they chofe to ufurp the en- 
figns and powers of Conful without any fuch pretence l \ Marius, 

while he took the title of Conful, continued to act like a chief of ban- 
ditti, connived at the diforders that were committed by his military 
retainers, and continued full to fuperintend the execution of the 
orders which he had given on his firfl: entry into the city, to put his 
opponents to death. 

In the midft of thefe crimes, however, the name of Sylla, and the 
fame of his victories in Greece, gave continual prefage of a juft re- 
tribution- Marius was agitated with nocturnal fears, and gave figns 
of a diffracted mind. Some one, he imagined, in the words of a poet, 
continually founded in his ears, Horrid is the dying liens den ; which 
being applied to himfelf^ feemed to announce his approaching diflb- 
lution. He took to the exceffive ufe of wine, contracted a pleurify, 
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and died on the feventh day of his ilinefs, in the feventeenthday of c *J A P 

V Hi 

his laft or feventh Confulate, and in the feventieth year of his age ; 
leaving the tools he had employed in fubverting the government of 
,his country, to pay the forfeit of his crimes. 




Livy, it appears , had made it a queftion, whether Marius had 

been mod ufeful to his country as a foldier, or pernicious as a citizen. 

It has happened unfortunately for his fame, that he clofed the fcene 

of life with examples of the latter kind. In what degree he retained 

his genius or abilities cannot be known.. His infatiable thirft of 
power, like avarice in the cafe of other perfons, feemed to grow with 

age. His hatred of the Nobles, contracted in the obfcurity of his 
early life, remained with him after he himfelf had laid the ampleft 
foundations of Nobility in his own family. And he died in an at- 
tempt to extinguifh all juft or regular government in the blood of 
thofe who only were qualified or difpofed to fuftain it. 

Upon the death of Marius, the government ftill continued to be 

ufurped by Cinna. Many of the Senators, and other citizens, ob- 
noxious to the prevailing party, took refuge with Sylla. This general 
himfelf was declared a public enemy ; his efFe&s were feized ; his 
children, with their mother, having narrowly efcaped the purfuit of 
his enemies, fled to the father in Greece. 

Upon this occafion Sylla did not change his conduct in the war,, 
nor make any conceifions to the enemies of the State. He talked 
familiarly every day of his intention to punifh his enemies at Rome,, 
and to avenge the blood of his friends, but not till he had forced Mi~ 
thridates to make reparation for the wrongs he had done to the Ro- 
mans and to their allies in Afia. 

■ 

. Alarmed by thefe threats, Cinna took meafures to ftrengthen his 
party ; affumed, upon the death of Marius, Valerius Flaccus as his 

18 Livv, Epitome, lib. viii. Appian. de rus, lib. iii. c. 21. Velleius Pater. Kb. i'u. 
Bel!. Civil, lib. i. Plutarch, in Mario. Flo- c. 19, &c. Dio. Caff, in Fragments. 

colleague: 
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colleague in the office of Conful ; and, having afligned him the com- 
mand in Afia, -with two additional legions, trailed that with this 
force he might obtain pofieffion of the Province. 

But Fiaccus, upon his arrival in Theflaly, was deferted by part of 
the army, which went over to Sylla ; and palling through Macedonia 
in his route to Afia with the remainder, a difpute arofe between him- 
felf and his lieutenant Fimbria, which ended in the murder of the 

Conful Fiaccus, and in the fucc^flion of Fimbria to the command. 
So little deference or refpeci did citizens pay, in the diforder of 

thofe unhappy times, even to the government they profeiTed to 
ferve. 

Fimbria, with the troops he had feduced to his ftandard, after he 
had a{Ta{Jmate3 their general, made a rapid progrefs in Afia, and 

haftened, as has been obferved, the refolution to which Mithridates 
was come, of applying for peace. To this crafty prince, urged by 
the neceffity of his own affairs, the conjuncture appeared to be fa- 
vourable, when fo much diftraction took place in the councils of 
Rome. He had experienced the abilities of Sylla ; he knew his 

eager defire to be gone for Italy, and to be revenged of his enemies ; 
2nd he expected to gain him by proffering afliftance in the war he 

was about to wage with the oppofite party at Rome. 

Upon a mefTage from Archelaus, Sylla readily agreed to an inter- 
-view in the ifland of Delos ; and here being told, in the name of 

Mithridates, that he fhould have money, troops, and (hipping to 
make a defcent on Italy, provided he would enter into a confederacy 
with the king of Pontus, and make war on the Romans, by whom 
he was new profcribed, Sylla, in his turn, propofed to Archelaus to 
defert Mithridates, to deliver up the fleet and the army which was 
under his command, and to rely for protection and reward on the 
faith of the Romans. They will fpeedily feat you, he faid, on the 

throne of Pontus. Archelaus having rejected this propofal with 

3 horror, 
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horror, " And you," fays Sylia, u the flave, or (if you prefer that C H A P. 
u title) the friend of a barbarous tyrant, will not betray your truft, 
a and yet to me have the prefumption to propofe an ad: of perfidy, 
" The fields of Chseronea and Orchomenos fliould have made you 
u better acquainted with the character of the Romans, 

Upon this reply Archelaus faw the neceflity of purchafing . the 
treaty he was inftrudted to make, and accordingly made the following 
conceffions : 

That the fleet of Pontus, confuting of feventy Galleys, fliould be 
delivered up to the Romans. 

That the garrifons fliould be withdrawn from all places which had 
been feized in the courfe of this war. 

That the Roman province in Afia, together with Paphlagonia, 
Bithynia, and Cappadocia fliould be evacuated, and the frontier of 
Pontus, for the future, be the boundary of Mithridates's territory. 

That the Romans fliould receive two thoufand talents *% to reim- 
burfe their expence in the war. 

That priibners fliould *be reftored, and all deferters delivered up. 

While thefe articles were fent to Mithridates for his ratification, 
Sylia in no degree relaxed the meafures he had taken to fecure and 
facilitate the paflage of his army into Afia. He fent Lucullus 
round the maritime powers of the Eaft to aflemble a fleet j and, after 
having made fome incurfions into Thrace, to gratify his army with 
the fpoil of nations who had often plundered the Roman province, 
he continued his route to the Hellefpont, and was met in his way 
by the meffengers of Mithridates, who informed him that their 
matter agreed to all the articles propofed, except to that which re- 
lated to the ceflion of Paphlagonia ; and at the fame time made a 
merit of the preference he had given to Sylia in this treaty ; as he 

»■ About 386,000 1 *° Vide Plutarch, in Lucullo. 
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might have obtained more favourable terms from Fimbria. " That" 
" is a traitor/' faid Sylia, " whom I fhall fpeedily punifh for his" 

" crimes. As for your mailer, I fhall know, upon my arrival in Afia, 

u whether he choofes to have peace or war." 

Being arrived at the Hellefpont, he was joined by Lucullus with a 

fleet which enabled him to pafs that ftrait. Here he was met by ano- 
ther mefTage from Mithridates, defiling a perfonal interview ; which 
was accordingly held in the prelence of both armies, and at which 
the king of Pontus, after fome expoftulations, agreed to all the con- 
ditions already mentioned. In this he probably acted from policy, 
as well as from the necemty he felt in the prefent ftate of his affairs. 

He llill hoped, in coniequence of this treaty, to turn the arms of 

Sylia againft the Romans, and trufted that the peace he obtained for 
himfelf in Afia was to be the beginning of a war in Italy, more 
likely to diftrefs his enemies than any efforts he himfelf could make 
againft them. With this reafonable profpecr. he retired into his own 
kingdom of Pontus ; and there, ftrengthening himfelf by alliances 

and the acquisition of territory on the northern coafts of the Euxine, 

he prepared to take advantage of future emergencies, and to profit by 

the ftate " of confufion into which the affairs of the Romans were 
haitening. 

Sylia having brought the Mithridatic war to an iflue fo honourable 
for himfelf, and having every where gratified his army with the 
fpoiis of their enemies, being poffeffed of a confiderable fum of 
money and a numerous fleet, and being fecure of the attachment of 
the loldiers, who had experienced his liberality, and refted their hopes 
of fortune on the fuccefs of his future enterprizes, prepared to take 
vengeance on his enemies, and thofe of the republic in Italy. He 

proceeded, however, with great deliberation and caution ; and, as 
if the State at Rome were in perfect tranquillity, flaid to reduce the 
army of Fimbria, ro refettle the Roman province, and to effect the 

6 . reftoration 
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reftoratlon of the allies, Nicomedes and Ariobarzanes, to their, fe-" c HA P. 

V *A • 

veral kingdoms of Cappadocia and Bithynia, 

Fimbria being required by Sylla to refign a command which he 
, had illegally ufurped, retorted the charge of ufurpation, and treated 
Sylla himfelf as an outlaw : but upon the approach of this general, 
being deferted by his army, he fled to Pergamus, and there put an 
end to his life by the hands of a flave, of whom he exacted this 
fervice. To punifh the province of Afia for its defection to Mithri- 
dates, Sylla obliged the inhabitants to pay down a fum equal to five 
years ordinary tax. He fent Curio to replace on their thrones the 
kings of Cappadocia and Bithynia, who had perfevered in their al- 
liance with Rome, and fent an account of thefe particulars to the 
Senate, without taking any notice of the edict by which he himfelf 
Jiad been {tripped of his command, and declared an enemy Be- 
fore he let fail, however, for Italy, he thought proper to tranfmit to 
Rome a memorial, letting forth his fervices and his wrongs, as well 
as the injury done to many Senators who had taken refuge in his 

camp, and concluding with menaces of juftice againft his own ene- 
mies and thofe of the republic, but affuring the citizens in general of 

protection and fecurity. This paper being read in the Senate, ftruck 

many of the members with dreadful apprehenfions ; expedients were 
propofed to reconcile the parties, and to avert the evils which the 

republic muft fuffer from their repeated contentions. A meflage was 

fent to pacify Sylla, and earneft intreaties were made to Cinna, that he 

would fufpend his levies until an anfwer could be obtained from the 

other. But Cinna, in contempt of thefe pacific intentions, took u. c. 66q. 

meal ures to profecute" the war j divided the fafces with Cn. Papirius cinna^to"* 

Carbo, whom, without any form of election, he afFumed for his col- Q^^ mm 

league in the Confulate ; and, in the partition of provinces, retained 
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for himfelf the adm in i fixation in Italy, while he affigned to Carbo 
the command in the neighbouring Gaul. Thefe titular magi urates, 
with all the adherents of their faction, applied in great hafte to the 
railing of men, and fecuring the fidelity of the towns within the 
feveral di vinous which they had received in charge. 

Carbo exacted hoftages for their good behaviour from all the towns 
in his diftricfc ; but as he had not authority from the Senate for this 
meafure, he found himfelf unable to give it erTedt. To Caftricius, 

the chief magifrxate of Placentia, a peribrv of great age, who refufed 
to comply, he faid, " Have not I your life in my power V* ih And 
w have not I," faid the other, " already lived long enough * l ? 

Gnna, however, having muftered a confiderable force, intended 
to make head againft. Sylla in Theflaly, through which he was ex- 
pected to pals in his way to Italy, and determined to tranfport his 
army thither. But the troops being averie to embark, he himfelf,. 
endeavouring to force them, was killed in a mutiny. A general dif- 
order and anarchy infected the whole party. The election of a fuc- 

ceflbr to Cinna was twice interrupted by fuppofed unfavourable pre- 
{ages, and Carbo remained fole ConfuL 

At this time an anfwer arrived from Sylla to the propofals made^ 
by the Senate towards a reconciliation of parties j in which he declared,. 
^ That he never could return into friendfliip with perfons- guilty of 
** lb many and fuch enormous crimes. If the Roman People, how— 
i; ever, were pleafed to grant an indemnity, he fhould not interpofe,, 
" but would venture to affirm, that fuch of the citizens as chofe, in 
tfc the prefent difcrders, to take refuge in his camp, would find them- 
" felves fafer than in that of his enemy's." He had embarked his 

s.-my at Ephefus, and in three days reached the Pyraus, the port of 

iLfi^ens. Here he was taken ill of the gout, and. was adrifed to ufe- 

ss VaJ. Mix. lib. vi. c 2: 
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the hot baths at Adipfus ; at which he accordingly paffed forae time c !J J P. 

V 11* 




with great appearance of eafe, amufing himfelf with buffoons and 
ordinary company, as if he had no affair of any confequence in con- 
templation. His fleet, in the mean time, confifting of twelve hundred 
fhips, coafted round the Peloponnefus, and took on board the army 
which had marched by Theffaly to Dyrachium. Being apprehen- 

five that fome part of the legions, upon landing in Italy, and with 
lb near a prorpedr. of returning to their homes, might deferr, or, 

trufting to their confequence in a civil war, might become diforderly 
and diftrefs the inhabitants, he exacted a fpecial oath, by which every 
man bound himfelf, upon his arrival in Italy, to abide by his colours,, 
and to obferve the ftri&efr. order in his march through the country. 
The troops, wifliing to remove all the remains of a diftruft which had 
fuggefted this precaution made a voluntary offer of a contribution, 
towards the fupport of the war ; and Sylla, without accepting the 

favour, fet fail with the additional confidence which this proof of" 
attachment in the army infpired. 

He had, according to Appian, five Roman legions, with fix thou- 
fand Italian horfe, and confiderable levies from Macedonia and; 
Greece, amounting in all to about fixty thoufand men. With this- 

force he landed in Italy, in the face of many different armies, each 
of them equal or fuperior in number to his own. The oppofite 
party were fuppofed to* have on foot,- at different flations, above two 
hundred thoufand men. 

L. Cornelius Scipio and C. Junius Norbanus, who were its leaders, u. C. 670, 

L Corn S * 

being in poffeflion of the capital and of the place of election, were p { 0 c. Jun" 

named for Confuls. Norbanus, in name of the republic, commanded Norbanus « 
a great army in Apulia ; Scipio,. another on the confines of Cam- 
pania. Sertorius,. young Marius, with Carbo, in the quality of 
Froconful, and others (as Plutarch quotes from the memoirs of Sylla): 

to the number of fifteen commanders,, had each their armies, amount— 
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ing in all to four hundred and fifty cohorts t; ; of thefe different bodies 

none attempted to diipute the landing of Sylla, nor, for fome days, 
to interrupt his march. He accordingly continued to advance as in a 
friendly country, and in the midft of profound peace. The inha- 
bitants of Italy, confidering the Roman nobility, in whole caufe 
-SvIIa appeared, as averfe to the claim they had made of beliig-pro- 

nnfcuGufly enrolled in the Tribes of Rome, were likely to oppofe 

him, and to favour the faction which had for fome time prevailed 

ill the State. To allay their animoiity, or to prevent their taking 
an active part againfl him, Sylla iummoned the leading men of the 



itry towns as he patted, and gave them aiTurances that he would 
confirm the grants which had been made to them, if they did not 
forfeit thefe and every other title to favour, by abetting the faction 
which had fubverted the government. 

On his march he was joined by Metellus Pius, who, as has been 
■obferved, after a fruitlefs attempt, in conjurlclion with the Conful 

Octavius, to cover Rome from the attack of Marius and Cinna, had 
withdrawn to Africa ; and being forced from thence by Fabius, re- 



turned into Italy. Being in Liguria, where he dill retained the cha- 
racter of Proconful, he endeavoured to keep fome forces on foot, 
and to tuftsin the hopes of his party, when ib great a change was 
made in their favour by the arrival of the army from Greece. 

Sylla was like wife, about the fame time, joined by Cneius Pom- 

peius, fc-n to the late Conful Pompeius Strabo, who, though too 
young for any public character, had affembled a conliderable body 

of men to make himfclf of confequence in the preient conteft. Being 

now only about nineteen years of age, he was remarked for engaging 
manners, and a manly afpecT, which procured him a general favour 

and an uncommon degree of refpeel **. This diftincrion being un- 



s: About 2 r 5, cio rr.er.. 14 Plutarch, in Mario. 
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fought for, was poffibly confidered by him as his birth-right, and 
gave him an early imprefiion of that fuperiority to his fellow-citizens 
which he continued to afTiime through the whole of his life. He 
had ferved in thofe legions with which Cinna intended to have car- 
ried the war againft Sylla into Afia or Greece ; but, being averfe to 
the party, he withdrew when the army was about to embark, and dis- 
appearing Suddenly, was fuppofed to have been murdered by the order 
of Cinna, a fufpicion, which, among other circumftances,. incited 
the foldiers to that mutiny in which the general was killed. Sylla 
appears himfelf to have been won by the promifing afpect of this 
young man, and received him with diftinguifhing marks of regard. 

Numbers of the Senate and Nobles, who had hitherto remained 
expofed at Rome to the infuirs of their enemies, now repaired to 
the camp of Sylla. The Conful Norbanus, being joined by young 
Marius, lay at Canufium. Sylla, while he was preparing to attack 
them, fent an officer with overtures of peace ; thefe they rejeded 
with marks of contempt. This circumftance had an effedt which 
Sylla perhaps forefaw and intended. It roufed the indignation of his 
army, and, in the adion which followed, had fome effefi in ob- 
taining a victory in which fix thoufand * s of the enemy were killed, 
with the lofs of only feventy men to himfelf. 

Norbanus, after this defeat, retreated to Capua"; and, being co- 
vered by the walls of that place, waited the arrival of Scipio, who 
intended to join him with the army under his command. Sylla 
marched to Tianum to prevent their junction ; and, on the ap- 
proach of Scipio, propofed to negotiate. The leaders, with a few 
attendants, met between the two armies, and were nearly agreed upon 
terms of peace ; but Scipio delayed his final confent until he mould 
confult with Norbanus at Capua. Sertorius was accordingly dif- 



Plutarch, io SylJ. edic. Londin. p. 83. 
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patched to inform Norbanus of what had pafled, and hoflilities were 
to be fufp ended until his return ; but this meffenger, probably averfe 
to the treaty, broke the truce, by feizing a poll at Sueffa which had 

been occupied by Sylla; and the negotiation had no other effect 
than that cf giving the troops of both armies, as well as their lead- 
ers, an opportunity of conferring together ; a circumftance which, in 
civil wars, is always dangerous to one or other of the parties. In 

this cafe the popularity of Sylla prevailed ; and the foldiers of his 

army, boafnng of the wealth which they had acquired under their 
general, infected his enemies, and feduced them to defcxt their 

leader. Scipio was left almoft alone in his camp ; but Sylla, re- 
ceiving the troops who deferted to him, made no attempt to feize 

their general, fu fibred him to efcape, and, with the acceflion of 

ftrength he had acquired by the junction of this army, continued 

his march towards Rome. Norbanus at the fame time evacuated 

Capua, and, by forced marches in a different route, endeavoured to 

prevent him. 

About this time, Sertorius, who, before the war broke out, had, 
in the diilribution of provinces, been appointed Proprietor of Spain, 
defpairing of affairs in Italy, in which probably he was not fuffi- 

ciently confulted, repaired to his province, and determined to try 

what the genius of a Roman leader could effect at the head of the 
warlike natives of that country. 

The chiefs of the Marian party, who remained in Italy, made 
efforts to collect all the forces they could at Rome. Carbo, upon 
hearing that the army of Scipio was feduced to defert their general, 
£iid, u We have to do with a lion and a fox, of which the fox is 
" probably the more dangerous enemy of the two." 

Norbanus, foon after his arrival in the city, procured an edict of 
the People, by which Metellus, and the others who had joined Sylla, 

vrere declared enemies to their country. About the fame time a fire 

broke 
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broke out in the Capitol, and the buildings were burnt to the c 
ground. Various fufpicions were entertained of the caufe ; but as 
no party had any intereft in thi6 event, it was probably accidental, 
and ferved only to agitate the minds of the People, prone to fuperfti- 
tion, and apt to find alarming prefages in every uncommon event. 

The remainder of the feafon was fpent by both parties in collect- 
ing their forces from every quarter of Italy 5 and the term of the 

Confuls in office being nearly expired, Carbo procured his own no- rj. 

mi nation to fucceed them, and infcribed the name of Marius, fcarcely Ca 

twenty years of age, as hi3 colleague. This young man is by fome bo * 
faid have been the nephew, by others the adopted fon, of the late 

celebrated C. Marius, whofe name had fo long been terrible to the 
enemies, and at length not lefa fo to the friends, of Rome. 

At this time the Senate contented to have the plate and ornaments 
of the temples corned for the pay of the fuppofed Confular armies. 
They were, however, notwithftanding this act of obfequioufnefs, be- 
Keved to incline to the oppofite party, and not to be trufled in cafe 
the city were attacked The members being afTembled together by 

orders of the Prators, Damafippus and Brutus, the moft fufpected, 
were taken afide and put to death ; of this number, Quintus Mucius 

Scsevola, Pontifex Maximus, flying to the temple in which he was 
accuftomed to difcharge his facred office, was killed in the porch. 

The military operations of the following fpring began with an ob- 
ftinate fight between two confiderable armies commanded by Me- 
tellus and Carinas. The latter being defeated with great Iofs, Carbo 
haftened to the fcene of action, in order to cover the remains of the 
vanquished army. 

In the mean time Sylla, being encamped at Setia, and having 
intelligence that the young Marius was advancing againft him, put 

his army in motion to meet him, forced him back to Sacriportum, 
Vol. I. 3 L near 
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near Pnsne&e, where an action foon after enfued, in which Marius 
was defeated. 

The routed army havinc; fled in diforder to Prccnefte, the firfl 
who arrived were received into the place ; but as it was apprehend- 
ed the enemy might like wife enter in the tumult, the gates were 
fhut, and many, being excluded, were fiaughtered under the ram- 
part?. Marius himfelf efcaped, by a rope which was let down from 
the battlements to hoift him over the walls. 

In confequence of this victory Sylla inverted Prsenefte ; and as 
great numbers were thus fuddenly cooped up in a town, which was not 

prepared to fubfifr. them, he had an immediate profpecl: of feeing 

them reduced to the necefiitv of fu rendering at difcretion. Com- 

mitring the charge of the blockade to Lucretius Offella, he himfelf, 
with part of the army, proceeded to Rome. Metellus, in a fecond 
action, had defeated the army of Carbo, and Pompey that of Marius 

near Sena ; and the party of Sylla being victorious in every part of 

Italy, the ciry was prepared to receive him as foon as he appeared at 
the gates. The partizaris of the oppofite faction withdrew, and 

left him mailer of the capital. 

Sylla having ported his army in the field of Mars, he himfelf en- 
tered the city, and calling an afTembly of the People, delivered an ha- 
rangue, in which he imputed the diforder of the times to the injuftice 

and cruelty of a few factious men, who had overturned the govern- 
ment, and facrificed the beft blood of the republic to their ambition 
and to their perfonal refentments. He exhorted all well-difpofed 
men to be of good courage, and afTured them that they mould 
fcon fee the republic reftored. In the mean time, he gratified his 
army with the fpoils of the oppofite party, declaring the effe&s of all 
tliofe to be forfeited who had been accefTary to the crimes lately com-* 
mitted againfl the State. After this firfl: fpecimen of his policy in the 

city, leaving a fufficient force to execute his orders, he haftened to 

Clufium, 
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Clufium, where Carbo, being joined by a confiderable reinforce- c " A P. 

■ i 1 # 

ment from Spain, was preparing to recover the metropolis, or to 

relieve his colleague Marius, who was reduced to great diilrcfi iu 
Prsenefte. . 

The events whicli followed the arrival and operations of Sylla in 
Tufcany were various, but for the raoft part unfavourable to Carbo, 
whofe force, by defcrtions and the fword, was declining apace. The 

iflue of the war fccmed to depend on the fate of Pramcfte, and 
the whole force of the party was therefore directed to the relief of that 
place. The Lucanians and Samnites, who had efpoufed the caufc 
of Marius, and who, by his favour, had obtained the freedom of 
Rome, apprehending immediate ruin to themfelves, in the fuppref- 
fion of a party by whom they had been protected, determined to 
make one great effort for the relief of Marius. 

They were joined in Latium by a large detachment fent by Carbo, 
under Carinas and Marcius, and made an attempt to force the lines 
of the befiegers at Prscnejfte, and to open the blockade of that place- 
But having failed in this defign, they turned, with defperation, on 
the city of Rome, which was but flightly guarded by a fmall de- 
tachment which had been left for that purpofe. Sylla being inform- 
ed of their intention, with hafty marches advanced to the city, and 
found the enemy already in pofleffion of the fuburbs, and preparing 

to force the gates. 

It was about four in the afternoon when he arrived, after a long 
march. Some of his officers propofed, that the troops, being fa- 
tigued, fhould have a little time to repofe themfelves ; and that, for 
this purpofe, they fhould remain on the ramparts until the following 
day. Sylla, however, propofing, by his unexpected prefence, and 
by coming to action at an unufual hour, to furprife the enemy, 
gave orders for an immediate attack. The event for forne time was 
doubtful ; the wiwg that was led by himfelf gave way, or was forced 

3L 2 from 
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from its ground ; but the other wing under Craflus had a better 

fortune, put the enemy to flight, and drove them to Antemnse. 

The action, though thus various in the different parts of it, be- 
came, in the event, completely decifive. Eighty thoufand of the 
Marian party were killed in their flight, and eight thoufand taken. 
Carho, in deipair of the caufe, fled into Sicily. The troops that 

were blocked up in Pnenefte, having no longer any hopes of relief, 

furreridered themfelves, and the whole party was difperfed or cut ofE 
Marius attempted to efcape by the galleries of a rnine, and being. pre- 
vented, killed himfelf. His head was carried to Sylla, and by his 
order expofed In the market-place. " That boy," he faid, " fhould 
" have learnt to row before he attempted to fleer!" 

Sylla being now mailer of the republic, all men were in anxious 
expectation of the iequel ; nor was it long before they had a fpecimen 

of the meafures he was likely to purfue. About fix or eight thou- 
£uid of thofe -who were fuppofed to be the vileft inftruments of the 

late ufurpations and murders, being taken prifoners in the war, or 

furpriied in the city, were, by his direction, fhut up in the circus, 
and inilantiy put to death. 

While this horrid fcene was a&ing, he had aflembled the Senate, at a 
little diilance, in the temple of Bellona ; and as moft of the members 
then prefent had either favoured, or at leaft tamely fubmitted to the late 
ufurpation, he made them a fpeech on the ftate of the republic, in which 
he reproached many of them as acceffary to the late diforders, and 
admcnimed them, for the future, to refpecl: the legal government and 
conftitution of their country. In the midft of thefe admonitions, 
the cries of thofe who were flaughtered in the circus reaching their 
ears, the affembly was greatly alarmed, and many of the members 
ftarted from their feats. Sylla, with a countenance ftern, but un- 

difturbed, checked them as for an inftance of levity. " Be com- 

" poled, 5 5 he faid, " and attend to the bufinefs tot which you are 

" called. 
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a called. What you hear are no more than the cries of a few 
" wretches, who are fuffering the punishment due to their crimes." 
From this interruption he refumed his fubject, and continued 
/peaking till the maflacre of thefe unhappy victims was com- 
pleted. 

In a harangue which he afterwards delivered to the People, he 
fpoke of his own fervices to the republic, and of the mifdemeanour 
of others, in terms that ftruck all who heard him with terror. " The 
" republic/' he faid (if his opinion were followed), " mould be 
" purged ; but whether it were fo or no, the injuries done to himfelf 
" and his friends mould be punifhed." He accordingly ordered mi- 
litary execution againft every perfon who had been acceflary to the 
late maffacres and ufurpations ; and while the fword was yet reeking 
in his hands, palfed great part of his time, as ufual, in mirth and 
diflipation with men of humourous and fmgular characters. He 
deigned not even to inquire into the abufes that were committed in 
the execution of his general plan. The perfons who were em- 
ployed in it, frequently indulged their own private refentment and 
their avarice in the choice of victims. Among thefe, Cataline, then 
a young man, had joined the victorious party ; and he plunged, 

with a Angular impetuofity, into the midft of a ftorm which now 
overwhelmed a part of the city. He is faid, among other perfons to 
whom he bore an averfion, or whofe effects he intended to feize, 
to have murdered his own brother, with ftrange circumftances of 

cruelty and horror. 

While thefe dreadful murders, mixed with many examples of a 
juft execution, were perpetrated, a young man, C. Metellus, had 
the courage to addrefs himfelf to Sylla in the Senate, and defired 
he would make known the extent of his defign, and how far thefe 
executions were to be carried ? " We intercede not," he faid, " for 

" the condemned ; we only intreat that you would relieve out of 

" thia 
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" this dreadful ftate cf uncertainty all thofe whom, in reality you 

" mean to fpare/' 

Sylia, without being offended at this freedom, publifhed a lift 
cf thofe he had doomed to deftruction, offering a reward of two ta- 
lent? for the head of each, and denouncing fevere penalties againft 
every perfon who fnould harbour or conceal them. Hence arofe the 

practice cf publishing lifts of the pertons to be mauacred, which, 
under the odious name of profcripiion, was afterwards imitated with 

fuch fatal efTects in the fubiequent convulfions of the State. 

The prefent profcription, although it promifed fome fecurity to 

all who were not comprehended in the fatal lift, opened a fcene, in 
feme refpects, more dreadful than that which had been formerly 
acted in this mafTacre. The hands of fervants were hhed againft 
their mafters, and even thofe of children againft their parents. The 

mercenary of every denomination were encouraged, by a great pre- 
mium, to commit what before only the minifters of public juftice 
thought themfelves entitled to perform ; and there followed a fcene, 
in which human nature had full fcope to exert all the evil of which 

it is fufceptible, treachery, ingratitude, diftruft, malice, and revenge ; 
and would have retained no claim to our efteem or commiferation, if 
its character had not been redeemed by contrary inftances of fidelity, 
generofity, and courage, difplayed by thofe who, to preferve their 
friends and benefactors, or even to preferve ftrangers, who took re- 
fuge under their protection, hazarded all the dangers with which 
the profcribed themfelves were threatened.- 

In confequence of thefe meafures, about five thoufand perfons of 
confideration were put to death, among whom were reckoned forty 
Senators, and fixteen hundred of the Equeftrian order. 

From thefe beginnings the Romans had reafon to apprehend a 
tyranny, more fanguinary perhaps than any that ever afflicted 
mankind. " If in the field you flay all who are found in arms 

i " againft 
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ct againft you," faid Catulus r ' 6 , " and in the city you flay even tlie c 
rt unarmed ; over whom do you propofe to reign ?" 

Thefe reproaches were by Sylla received as jefts ; and the free- 
dom and eafe of his manners, as well as the profeflions he made of 
regard to the commonwealth, were imputed to infenfibility, and to a 

barbarous diflimulation, which rendered his character more odious, 
and the profpedt of his future intentions more terrifying. 

In comparing the prefent with the late ufurpations, men recollected, 
that Marius, from his infancy, had been of a fevere and inexorable 
Temper ; that his refentments were fanguinary, and even his frowns 
were deadly ; but that his cruelties were the effect of real paflions, 
and had the apology of not being perpetrated in cold blood j that 
every perfon on whom he looked with indifference was fafe ; and 
that even when he ufurped the government of the State, as foon 
as his perfonal refentments were gratified, the fword in his hand 
became an innocent pageant, and the mere enfign or badge of his 
power. But that Sylla directed a maflacre in the midft of compo- 
fure and eafe : that as a private man he had been affable and plea- 
fant, even noted for humanity and candour 27 ; that the change of his 
temper having commenced with his exaltation, there were 110 hopes that 

■ 9 

the fhedding of blood could be flopped while he was fuffered to retain 
his power. His daring fpirit, his addrefs, his cunning, and his 
afcendant over the minds of men, rendered the profpect of a deliver- 
ance, if not defperate, extremely remote. The republic feemed to 
be extinguifhed for ever ; and if the rage of blood, after the firft heat 
of the maflacre, appeared to abate, it was flayed only for want of 
victims, not from any principle of moderation, or fentiment of cle- 
mency. 



36 Probably the fon of him who pcrillicil in the tyranny of Man us 
47 Plutarch, in Sylla. 
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Such was the afpecx cf affairs, and the grounds of terror conceived 
ever, by thofe who were innocent of the late diforders ; but to thofe 
who had reafen to fe-ar the refentmcnt of the viewer, the profpedt, was 

altogether deiperate. Norbanus, having fled to Rhodes, received at 

that place an account of the profcriptiens, and, to avoid being de- 
livered up, killed himielf. Carbo, being in Sicily, endeavoured to 

make his efcape from thence, but was apprehended by Pompey, and 

killed. All the ordinary offices of State were vacated by the defertion 

cr death of thofe who had filled or ufurped them. 

Sylla had hitherto acted as mailer, without any other title than that 

of the fword ; and it was now thought neceffary to fupply the defect. 

He r;:ired from the city, that the Senate might -aflemble with the more 

ay ...:ar.ce of freedom. To name an interrex was the ufuai expe- 
dient ic- rcloring the conflitution 5 and proceeding to elections in a 

Ie::ai term after the ufual time had elapfed, or when by any acci- 
dent the ordinary fucceffion to office had failed. Valerius Flaccus 
was named. To him Sylla gave intimation, that, to refettle the 
commonwealth, 'a Dictator, for an indefinite term, mould . be ap- 

1 

pointed, and made offer of his own fervices for this purpofe. Thefe 

intimations were received as commands. Flaccus, having afiembled 

the People, moved for an act to veil Sylla with the title of Dictator, 

which gave him a difcretionary power over the perfons, fortunes, 
and lives of all the citizens. 

No example of this kind had taken place for a hundred and twenty 

years preceding this date. In the former part of this period, the 

jealcufy of the ariftocracy, and in the latter part of it, the nega- 
tive of the Tribunes, had always prevented a meafure from which 
they feverally apprehended fome danger to themfelves. It was now 
revived in the perfon of Sylla with unufual folemnity, and rati- 
fied by an act of the People, in which they yielded up at onee all 
their own claims to the fbvereignty, and fubmitted to monarchy for 

an 
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an indefinite time. Sylla having: named Valerius Flaccus for his c H A P. 
lieutenant or commander of the horfe, returned to the city, prefenting 
a fight that was then unufual, a fmgle perfbn, preceded by four-and- 

twenty li&ors, armed with the axe and the rods ; and it was not 

doubted that thefe enfigns of magiftracy were to be employed, not 
for parade, but for ferious execution, and were fpeedily to be ftained 
with the blood of many citizens, whom the fword had fpared. The 
Dictator, being attended likewife by a numerous military guard, in 
order that the city, in all matters in which it was not ncceflary for 
himfelf to interpole, might ftill enjoy the benefit of the ufual forms, 
he directed the People to affemble, and to fill up the ordinary lifts 

of office. 

Lucretius Offella, the officer who had commanded in the reduc- 
tion of Pramefte, prefuming on his favour with ^the Dictator, and 
on his confequence with the army, offered himfelf for the Confulate. 
Being commanded by Sylla to defift, he ftill continued his canvas, 
and was, by order of the Dictator, put to death, while he folicited 

votes in the ftreets. A tumult immediately arofe ; the Cer.tuiion, 
who executed this order againft Offella, was feized, and, attended 
by a great concourfe of people, was carried before the Dictator. 
Sylla heard the complaint with great compofure, told the multitude 
who crowded around him, that Offella had been flain by his order?, 

■ 

and that the Centurion muft therefore be releafed. He then dii- 
mifled them, with this homely but menacing apologue. " A coun- 
" tryman at his plough, feeling himfelf troubled with vermin, once 
i£ and again made a halt to pick them off his jacket ; but being 
fct molefted a third time, he threw the jacket, with all its contents, 
41 into the fire. Beware," he laid, " of the fire ; provoke me not 
" a third time Such was the tone of a government, which, 



15 Appian. in Bell. Civil, lib. i. Plutarch, in Sylla 
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B o^O K. from this example, was likely to be fatal to many who had concur- 
red in the eflablilhment of it, as well as to thofe of the oppofite 



U.C. 6-1. 
XI. Tuilius part)". 

r» •»---•- 



Sylla, icon after his elevation to the ftation of Dictator, proceeded 

to make his arrangements and to new-model the commonwealth. 

The army *' ? appeared to have the firft or preferable claim to his at- 
tention. He accordingly propofed to reward them by a gift of all 
the lands which had been forfeited by the adherents of the oppofite 
party. Spoletum, Interamna, Pramefte, Fluentia, Nola, Sulmo, 
Volaterra, together with the countries of Samnium and Lucania, were 
depopulated to make way for the legions who had ferved under him- 
felf in the reduction of his enemies. In thefe new inhabitants of 
Italy, whofe profperity depended on his fafety, he had a guard to 
his perfon, and a fure fupport to his power. By changing their con- 
dition from that of foldiers to land-holders and peafants, he difpelled, 
at the fime time, that dangerous cloud of military power, which he 
him fell or his antagonifts had raifed over the commonwealth, and 
provided for the permanency of any reformations he was to introduce 
into the civil efobluTiment. The troops, from foldiers of fortune, 

became proprietors of land, and interefted in the prefervation of 

peace. In this manner, whatever may have been his intention in 
this arbitrary act of power, fo cruel to the innocent fufFerers, if there 
were any inch, the meafure had an immediate tendency to terminate 
the public confufion. Its future confeauences. in nninrinp- nut to 



.rmies, 



•erty, and to practife ufurpations more per- 



manent than that of Sylla, were probably not then forefeen. 



The 



the fecuriry of his own perfon. A body of ten thoufand men, lately 



' I: appear: taa: Livy reckoned feny-feven legions, Epitom. lib. Ixxxix. 



the 
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the property of perfons involved In the ruin of the vanquifhed party, 
having their freedom and the right of citizens conferred on them, 
were enrolled promifcuoufly in all the Trihes ; and as the enfran- 
chifed flave took the name of the perfon from whom he received his 
freedom, thefe new citizens became an acceflion to the family of the 

Cornelii, and in every tumult were likely to be the fure partizans of 
Sylla, and the abettors of his power. They had received a freedom 

which was connected with the permanency of his government, and 

forefaw, that, if the leaders of the oppofite party, in whcfe houfes 

they had ferved, mould be reftored, they themfelves mud return into 

r 

the condition of flaves ; and they accordingly became an additional 
fecurity to the government which their patron was about to eftablifh. 

1 

So far Sylla feemed to intend the fecurity of his own perfon, and 

the {lability of his government ; but in all his fubfequent inftitutions, 

he had a view to reftore the ariftocracy in its legiflative and judicative 
capacity, to provide a proper fupply of officers for conducting the 
accumulated affairs of the commonwealth, to furnifh hands for every 

department, and to guard againft the growing depravity of the times, 

by extending and fecuring the execution of the laws. He began with 

filling up the rolls of the Senate which had been greatly reduced by 
the war, and by the fanguinary policy of the parties who had pre- 
vailed in their turns. He augmented the number of this body to 
five hundred ; taking the new members from the Equeftrian order, 

but leaving the choice of them to the People. 

The legiflative power of the Senate, and the judicative power of Lex dc ja- 
its members were reftored. The law that was provided for the laft dicu> " 
of thefe purpofes confided of different claufes. By the firft claufe it 

was enaded, that none but Senators, or thofe who were intitled to 
give their opinion in the Senate 30 , mould be put upon any jury or lift 

39 All the Officers of State, even before they were put upon the roll?, were intitled to fpeak 
in the Senate. 

3 M 2 of 
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of the judges'*. By the fecond, that, cf die judges fo felected, the 
parties fhould not be allowed to challenge or reject above three. 

By a third claufe it was provided, that judgment, in trials at 

law, fhculd be given either by ballot, or openly, at the option of the 
defendant ; and by a feparate regulation, that the nomination of 

officers to command in the provinces, with the title of Proconful, 
fhould be committed to the Senate. 

p 

During the late tribunitian ufurpation, the whole legiflative and 
executive power had, under pretence of vetting thofe prerogatives 

in the afTembly of the Tribes, been feized by the Tribunes. But 
Sylla reftored the antient form of affembling the People by Centu- 
ries, and reduced the Tribunes to their defenfive privilege of inter- 
poiing by a negative againft any act of oppreffion ; and he deprived 
them of their pretended right to propofe laws, or to harangue the 
People. He moreover added, that none but Senators could be elected 

into the office of Tribune ; and, to the end that no perfon of a 

factious ambition might chufe this flation, he procured it to be en- 
acted, that no one who had borne the office of Tribune could after- 
wards be promoted into any other rank of the magiftracy. 

With refpect to the offices of State, this new founder of the com- 
monwealth revived the obfolete law which prohibited the re-election 
of any perfon into the Confulate, till after an interval of ten years ; 

and enacted, that none could be elected Conful till after he had been 
Qusflor, j£di!e, and Prsetor. He augmented the number of Prsetors 

from fix to eight ; that of Quxftors to twenty; and, to guard againft 
the dilorders which had recently afflicted the republic, declared it to 
be treafon for any Roman officer, without the authority of the Se- 
nate and People, to go beyond the limits of his province, whether 
with or without an army, to make war, or to invade any foreign 
nation whatever. 

*** Tacit. Ana!, lib. xi. Cic. pro Cliento. 
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He repealed the law of Domitius relating to the election of priefts, 
and reftored to the college the intire choice of their own members. 

He made feveral t additions to the criminal law, by ftatutes again {I 
fubornation, forgery, wilful lire, poifoning, rape, aflault, extortion, 
and forcibly entering the houfe of a citizen ; and a ftatute making 

it penal to be found with deadly weapons of any fort. To all thefe 
he added a fumptuary law, of which the tenor is not precifely known ; 
but it appears to have regulated the expence at ordinary 3 * meals 

and at funerals, and to have likewife fettled the price of provifions. 

Thefe laws were promulgated at certain intervals, and inrermixed 
with the meafures which were taken to reft ore the peace of the 
empire. In order to finifli the remains of the civil war, Pompey 
had been fent into Sicily and Africa, and C. Annius Lufcus into Spain. 
In this province, Scrtorius had taken arms for the Marian faction ; 
but being attacked by the forces of Sylla, and ill fupported at firft 

by the Spaniards, he fled into Africa. From thence, hearing that the 
Lufitanians were diipofed to take arms againft the reigning party at 
Rome, he rep a fled the fea, put himfelf at their head, and in this 
fituation was able, for fome years, to find occupation for the arms 
of the republic, and for its moft experienced generals. 

Soon after the departure of Sylla from Afia, Murena, whom he 
had left to command in that province, found a pretence to renew 
the war with Mithridates ; and, having ventured to pafs the Haljrs, 
was defeated by that prince,, and afterwards arraigned as having in- 
fringed the late treaty of peace. Sylla liftened to this accufation, 
difapproved the conduct of Murena, and fent firft A. Gabinius, and 

afterwards Minucius Thermus, to fuperfede him in the province. * 
Mean time Sylla himfelf exhibited a fplendid triumph on account 

of his victories in Afia and Greece. The proceffion lafted two days. 




31 Geliius, lib. ii. c 24. 
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On the firft, he depofited in the treafury fifteen thoufand pondo o^ 



gold 



:3 



and an hundred and fifteen thoufand pondo of filver 



3+ 



on 



the fecond day, thirteen thoufand pondo of gold 15 , and {even thou- 
fand pondc of filver 2 \ There was nothing that had any reference 

to his victory in the civil war, except a numerous train of Senators, 
and other citizens of diftinction, who, having reforted to his camp 
for protection, had been reftored by him to their eftates and their 
nicies, and now followed his chariot, calling him Father, and the 
Deliverer of his Country. 

Upon the return of the elections, Sylla was again chofen Conful, 

together with Q^Csecilius Metellus. The latter was deftined, at the 
expiration of his office, to command againft Sertorius in Spain. Sylla 
hi mi elf fli!l retained the Dictatorial power, and was employed in 
promulgating fome of the acts of which the chief have been men- 
tioned. 

Pompey having, in the preceding year, by the death of Carbo, and 

the difperfion of his party, finifhed the remains of the civil war 
in Sicily, was now ordered by the Senate to tranfport his army 



Africa. There 



afTembled 



and received all the fugitives who crowded for refuge to his camp. 
Pompey accordingly departed from Sicily, leaving the command of 
-that ifland to Memmius, and embarked his army, confuting of fix 
legions, in two divifions ; one landed at Utica, the other in the bay 



Cartha 



Airi 



united 



fiftance, 



33 Reckcnbg the pondo at ten ounces, 
and fl. in ounce, this will make about 




3 * About 287,500!. 

35 About 520,000 1. 

36 About 140,000!. Plin.lib.xxxiii. initio 
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pendant on the Romans, had not yet been reduced to the form of a c A P 

\ I I • 

province. 

The war being ended in this quarter, Sylla thought proper to fu- 

■perfede Pompcy in the province, and ordered him to dilband hb 

army, refer ving only one legion, with which he was to wait for his 
fuccefTor. The troops were greatly incenfed at this order; and, 
thinking themfelves equally entitled to fettlements with the legions 

who were lately provided for in Italy, refufed to lay down their 
arms. They earneflly intreated their general to embark for Rome, 
where they promifed to make him mafter of the government. This 
young man, with a moderation which he continued to fupport in 
the height of his ambition, withftood the temptation, and declared 
to the army, that, if they perfifted in their purpofe, he muft cer- 
tainly die by his own hands j that he would not do violence to the 
government of his country, nor be the object or pretence of a civil 
war. If in reality he had encouraged this mutiny, it was only that 
he might thus have the honour of reclaiming the foldiers, and of 
rejecting their offer. The ambition of this fingular perfon, as will 
appear from many palTages of his life, led him to aim at confideration 

more than power. 

While Pompey was endeavouring to bring the troops to their duty, 
a report was carried to Rome, that he had actually revolted, and 
was preparing, with his army, to make a defcent upon Italy. " It 
" appears to be my fate," laid Sylla, " in my old age, to fight with 
" boys 5" and he was about to recal the veterans to his flandard, 
when the truth was difcovered, and the part which Pompey had 
acted was properly reprefented. The merit of this young man on 
that occafion was the greater, that he himfelf was unwilling to dif- 
band the army before they fhould return into Italy to attend a triumph, 

■ t 

which he hoped to obtain ; and that the refolution he took to comply 

I with 
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with his orders, proceeded from refpect to the Senate, arid the autho- 
rity of the State. 

Sylla, won by the behaviour of Pompey on this occafion, was in- 
clined to difpenfe with his former commands, and accordingly moved 
the afiembly of the People, that the legions ferving in Africa might 

return into Italv. 

- 

This motion was oppofed by C. Herennius, Tribune of the People, 
who ventured to employ the prerogative of his office, however im- 
paired, againit the power of the Dictator. But Sylla perfifted ; ob- 
tained a law to authorife Pompey to enter with his army into Italy ; 

and when he drew near the city, went forth with a numerous body 
of the Senate to receive him. On this occafion, it is faid, that, 
by calling him the Great Pompey, Sylla fixed a defignation upon 
him, which, in the Roman way of diftinguifhing perfons by nick- 
names, whether of contempt or refpect, continued to fumifh him 

with a title for life. The times were wretched when armies dated 

themielves in the commonwealth as the partizans of their leader, and 

when the leader, by not betraying his country, was fuppofed to per- 
form a great action. 

Pompey, upon this occaiion, laid claim to a triumph. Sylla at 
tint oppofed it as being contrary to the rule and order of the com- 

menweakh, which referved this honour for perfons who had at- 
tained to the rank of Conful or Prat or ; but he afterwards com- 
plied, being ftruek, it is faid, with a mutinous faying of this alpiring 
young man, bidding him recollect, that there were more perfons 
difpofed to worship the riling than the fetting fun. 

In the triumph which Pompey accordingly obtained, he meant to 
have entered the city on a carriage drawn by elephants ; but thefe 
animals could not pafs ahrealt through the gates. His donation to 
the troops falling fhort of their expectation, and they having mur- 
mured, and even threatened to mutiny, he faid, the fear of lofing his 

8 triumph 
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triumph Ihould not affect him; that he would inftanfly diiband the c ? » 
legions, rather than comply with their unreafonablc demands. This 
check, given to the preiumption of the army by an tfftfi ccr i'o young 
and fo afpiring, gave a general fatisfaction. P. Servilius, a Senator 

of advanced age, fajd, upon this occafjon, w That the young man 

<f had at laft deferred his triumph and his title." 

Pompcy, by his vanity in demanding a triumph contrary to the 
cftabliih^d order of the commonwealth, had impaired the luftrc of 
his former actions; by this laft ad o£ magnanimity, in restraining the 

_ P 

infolence of the troops, he forfeited the affections 'of the army ; and 
in both thefe circumftances together, gave a complete fpecimen and 
image of his whole life. With too much refpect for the republic to 
employ violent means for its ruin, he was poflefled by a vanity and a 
jcaloufy of his own perfonal confederation, which, in detail, perpe- 
tually led him to undermine its foundations. 

Upon the return of the elections, Sylla was again defUned for one u. c. 674. 

of the Confuls ; but he declined this piece of flattery, and directed rji att . ' 

the choice to fall on P. Servilius and Appius Claudius. Soon after dius - 
.ihefe magiftrates entered on the difcharge of their truft ; the dicta- 
tor appeared, as ufual, in the Forum, attended by twenty-four 
lictors : - but, inftead of proceeding to any exercife of his power, 
made a formal refignation of it, difmifled his retinue, and, having 
declared to the People, that, if any one had any matter of charge 
againft him, he was ready to anfwer it, continued to walk in the 
ftreets in the character of a private man, and afterwards retired to 
his villa near Cumae, where he exercifed himfelf in hunting * 7 , and 
other country amufements. 

This refignation throws a new light on the character of Sylla, and 

leads to a favourable conftruction of fome of the mod exceptionable 

•» Appian. Bell. Civil, lib. i. 

Vol. L .3 N parts 
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parts of his conduct. When, with the help of the comment it affords, 
we look back to the eftabliftiments he made while in power, they ap- 
pear not to be the ads of a determined ufurper, but to be fitted for a 
republican government, and for the reftoration of that order which 
the violence and corruption of the times had fufpended. 

That he was actuated by a violent rcfentment of perfonal wrongs, 

cannot be queftioned ; but it is likewife evident, that he felt on 
proper occafions for the honour and prefervation of his country, in 

the nobleft fenfe of thefe words. In his firft attack of the city 

with a military force, his actions fliowed, that he meant to refcue the 
republic from the usurpations of Marius, not to ufurp the govern- 
ment himfelf. "When he returned into Italy from the Mithridatic 
war, the flat e of parties already engaged in hoftilities, and the vio- 
lence dene to the republic by thofe who pretended to govern it, 
will abundantly juftify his having had recourfe to arms. For the 
rnaCacre which followed, it may be {hocking to fuppofe that the evils 
of human life can require fuch a remedy : but the cafe was fingular, 
expofed to diforders which required violent remedies, beyond what 
is known in the hiftory of mankind. A populous city, the capital 
of a large country, whofe inhabitants {till pretended to act in a col- 
lective bodv, of whom every member would be a mafter, none 

would be a fubjeel:, become the joint fovereigns of many provinces, 
ready to fpurn at all the inftitutions which were provided for the 
purpofes of government over themfelves, and at all the principles 
of jmtice and order which were required to regulate this govern- 
ment of others : where the gangrene fpread in fuch a body, it 

was likely to require the amputation-knife* Men ru&ed into crimes 
in numerous bodies, or were led in powerful factions to any fpecies 

of evil which fuited their demagogues. Whatever may have been 
Syila's choice among the inftruments of reformation and cure, it 

is likely that the fword alone was that on which he could rely ; and 

3- he. 
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he ufed it like a perfon anxious to effeQ. its purpofe, not to recom- c A p. 

mend his art to thofe on whom it was to be practifed. 

In his capacity of a political reformer, he had to work on the 

dregs of a corrupted republic ; and although the effect fell fliort 
of what is afcribed to fabulous iegiflators and founders of flates, yet 
to none ever were afcribed more tokens of magnanimity and great- 

nefs of mind. He was fuperior to the reputation even of his own 
fplendid actions ; and, from fimplicity or difdain, mixed perhaps with 

fuperftition, not from affected modefty, attributed his fuccefs to the 

effects of his good fortune and to the favour of the gods. While he 
bellowed on Pompey the title of Great, he himfelf was content with 
that of Fortunate. He was a man of letters, and pafled the early 
part of his life in a mixture of diflipation and ftudy. He wrote 
his own memoirs, or a journal of his life, often quoted by Plutarch, 
and continued it to within a few days of his death. A work pof- 
fibly of little elegance, and even tainted, as we are told, with fuper- 
ftition ; but more curious furely than many volumes corrected by 
the labours of retired ftudy. 

When tired of his youthful amufements, he fued for the honours 
of the State ; but with fo little appearance of any jealous or impatient 

ambition, that, if he had not been impelled by provocations into^he 
violent courfe he purfued, it is probable that he would have been 
contented with the ufual career of a profperous Senator; would have 
difdained to encroach on the rights of his fellow-citizens, as much as 
he refented the encroachments that were made on his own, and never 
would have been heard of but on the Rolls of the Confuls, and in 
the record of his triumphs. But fortune deftined him for a part ftill 
more confpicuous, and in which it may be thought, that, although 
none ever lefs ftudied the unneceffary appearances of humanity or 
a fcrupulous morality, none ever more effentially ferved the per- 
fons with whom he was connected. 

3 N 2 With 



46o THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 

S °U° 5 With refpect to fuch a perfonage, circumftances of a trivial nature 

become fubjects of attention. His hair and eyes, it is faid, were of 
a light colour, his complexion fair, and his countenance blotched. He 
-was, by the moft probable accounts, four years old at the time of 
the fedition of Tiberius Gracchus, and feventeen at the death of Caius 
Gracchus ; fo that he might have perceived at this date the effect 
of tribunidan feditions, and taken the impreffions from which he acted 
inft them. He ferved the office of Queftor under Marius in Africa at 



aga 



thirty-one ; was Conful for the firft time at forty-nine or fifty 38 ; was 

Dictator at fifty-fix ; refigned when turned of fifty-eight ; and died 
yet under fixty, in the year which followed that of his refignation. 

There remained in the city, at his death, a numerous body of new 
citizens who bore his name : in the country a {till more numerous 
body of veteran officers and foldiers, who held eftates by his gift: 
numbers throughout the empire, who owed their fafety to his pro- 
tection, and who afcribed the exiflence of the commonwealth itfelf 
to the exertions of his great ability and courage : numbers who, al- 
though they were offended with the fevere exercife of his power, 
yet admired the magnanimity of his refignation. 

When he was no longer an object of flattery, his corpfe was car- 
ried in proceffion through Italy at the public expence. The fafces, 
and every other enfign of honour, were reftored to the dead. Above- 
two thoufand golden crowns were fabricated in hafte, by order of the- 
towns and provinces he had protected, or of the private perfons he- 
had preferred, to teftify their veneration for his memory. Roman- 
matrons, whom it might be expected his cruelties would have af- 
fected with horror, loft every other fentiment in that of admiratioiv 
crowded to his funeral, and heaped the pile with perfumes 3Si . His; 
obfequies were performed in the Campus Martius. The tomb was : 



rei. Piter, lib. ii. c. 17. 3 * Appian. dc Bell. Civ. lib. i. Plutarch, in Sylla. 

marked: 
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marked by bis own directions with the following charadteriftical In- c H A P. 
Icription : u Here lies Sylla, who never was outdone in good offices * ■ 

" by his friend, nor in acls of hoftility by his enemy 4 V* His merit 
or dement in the principal tranfactions of his life may be varioufly 
eftimated. His having flain fo many citizens in cold blood, and 
without any form of law, if we imagine them to have been innocent, 
or if we conceive the republic to have been in a ftate to allow them 
a trial, muft be confidered as monftrous or criminal in the higheft de- 
gree : but if none of thefe fuppofitions were juft, if they were 
guilty of the greateft crimes, and were themfelves the authors of that 
lawlefs ftate to which their country was reduced, his having faved 
the republic from the hands of fuch ruffians, and purged it of the 
vileft dreg that ever threatened to poifon a free State, may be con- 
fidered as meritorious. To fatisfy himfelf, who was neither folicitous 
of praife nor dreaded cenfure, the ftrong impulfe of his own mind, 

guided by indignation and the fenfe of neceffity, was probably fuf— 
licient. 

40 Plutarch, in Sylla, fine. 

* 
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BOOK HI. 

CHAP. I. 

State of the Commonwealth and Numbers of the People.—— Char after s 

of Perfons who began to appear in the Times of Sylla.—Fafiion of 

Lepidus. Sertoritts harbours the Marian Party in Spain.— Is 

attacked by Metellus and Pompey. His Death) and final Supprejfwn 

of the Party. Firjl Appearance of C.Julks Cafar. Tribunes 

begin to trefpafs on the Laws of Sylla.* Progrefs of the Empire. 

Preparations of Mithridates.—War with the Romans* 
Irruption into Bitbynia. Siege of Cyzicus. Raifed.t Flight 

of Mithridates. Lucullus carries the War into Pontus.—~Rout 

mid Difperfw of the Army of Mithridates.^ — His Flight into Ar- 
menia.— ConducJ of Lucullus in the Province of Afia. 

TH E public was fo much occupied with the conteft of Sylla and C H A P. 
his antagonifts, that little elfe is recorded of the period in 
which it took place. Writers have not given us any diftinft account 
«f the condition of the city, or of the number of citizens. As the 

Vol. IL B State 
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State was divided into two principal factions, the office of Cenfor 

was become too important for either parry to entruft it with their 

opponents, or even in neutral hands. The leaders of every faction, 
in their turn, made up the rolls of the People, and difpofed, at their 
pleafure, of the equeftrian and fenatorian dignities. 

i 

At a furvey of the city, which is mentioned by Livy preceding 
the admiffion of the Italians on the rolls of the People, the number of 
citizens was three hundred and ninety-four thoufand three hundred 
and thirty-fix. At another furvey, which followed foon after that 

event, they amounted, according to Eufebius, to four hundred and, 

Jixtv-three thoufand = ; and it feems that the whole acceflion of citizens^ 

from the country made no more than fixty-eight thoufand fix hun-. 
dred and fixty-four. The great flaughter of Romans and Italians, 
in which it is faid that three hundred thoufand men were killed, 
preceding the laft of thefe mufters, and the difficulty of making 

complete and accurate lifts when the citizens were fo much difperfed, . 
will account for the feemingly fmall ihcreafe of their numbers. 

In this period were born, and began to enter on the fcene of 
public affairs, thofe perfons whofe conduct was now to determine 

the fate of the republic. Pompey had already diftinguifhed him- 
felf, and was a perfon of real confequence. He had been' educated ^in 
the camp of his father, and, by accident, at a very early age; and, 
before he had attained to any of the ordinary civil or political prefer- 
ments, commanded an army. Cicero, being of the fame age, began 
to be diftinguifhed at the bar. He pleaded, in the fecond confulate 
of Sylia, the caufe of Rofcius Amerinus, in which he was led to 
cenfure the actions of Chryfogonus and other favourites of the Dic- 
tator, and, by his freedom in that inftance, gained much honour to 
hinuelf. 

» Liv. lib. Ixlii. - Eufeb. in Chronico. - 

Gxfar; 
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• Csefar, now connected with the family of Cinna, whofe daughter he 

"had married, and being nearly related to the elder Marius, who had 

married his aunt, narrowly efcaped the fword of the prevailing party. 

Being commanded to feparate from his wife, he retained her in de- 
fiance of this order, and for his contumacy was put in the lift of the 

profcribed. He was faved, however, by the interceflion of fome 
common friends, whofe requeft in his favour Sylla granted, with that 
memorable faying, " Beware of him : there is many a Marius in the 
" perfon of that young man." A circumftance which marked at 

once the penetration of Sylla and the early appearances of an extra- 
ordinary character in Csefar. - 

Marcus Porcius, afterwards named Cato of Utica, was about three 
■years younger than Csfar, and being early an orphan, was educated 
in the houfe of an. uncle, Livius Drums. While yet a child, liften- 
•ing to the converfation of the times, he learned that the claim of the 

Italian allies, then in agitation, was dangerous to the Roman com- 
monwealth. Pompedius Silo,- who managed the claim for the Ita- 
lians, amuiing himfelf with the young Cato, prefled him with ca- 
rdies to intercede with his uncle in their behalf ; and, finding that 
he was. not to be won by flattery, likewiic tried in vain to intimidate 
him by threatening to throw him from the window. " If this were 

a man," he faid, " I believe we mould obtain no fuch favour." In 

the height of Sylla' s military executions, when his portico was 

crowded with perfons who brought the heads of the profcribed to 
be exchanged for the reward that was offered for them, Cato being 

carried by his tutor to pay his court, afked, if" no one hated this man 
enough to kill him ?" " Yes, out they fear him ftill more than they 
" hate him." " Then give me a fword," laid the boy, " and I will 

" kill him." Such were the early indications of characters which 
afterwards became fo confpicuous in the commonwealth. 

B 2 With 



CHAP. 
I. 



i 



f 



4 




THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 

With the unprecedented degradation of the Tribune O&ajrius, and 

the fubfequent murder of Tiberius Gracchus, began, among the 
parties at Rome, a fcene of injuries and retaliations, with intervals 
of anarchy and violent ufurpation, which mud have fpeedily ended in 
the ruin of the commonwealth, if the fword had not paffed at laft into 



hands that employed it for the reftoration of public order, as well as 
for the avenging of private wrongs. 

It is indeed probable, that none of the parties in thefe horrid fcenes 
had a deliberate intention to fubvert the government, but all of them 
treated the forms of the commonwealth with too little refpecT: ; aud, 
to obtain fome revenge of the wrongs which they themfelves appre- 
hended or endured, did not fcruple in their turn to violate the laws of 
their country. But to thofe who wifticd to preferve the common- 
wealth, the experience of fifty years was now fufficient to fhow, that 
attempts to reftore the laws by illegal methods, and to terminate ani- 
mofities by retorted injuries and provocations were extremely vain* 
The excefs of the evil had a tendency to exhauft its fource, and 
parties began to naufeate the draught of which they had been made 
fo plentifully to drink. There were, neverthelefs, fome dregs in the 
bottom of the cup, and the fupplies of faction which were brought 
by the rifing generation, were of a mixture more dangerous than 

thofe of the former age. The example of Sylla, who made himfelf 
lord of the commonwealth hy means of a» military force, and the fe- 
curity with which he held his ufurpation during pleafure, had a 
more powerful effect in exciting the third of dominion, than the po- 
litical ufes which he made of his^ower or his magnanimity in re- 
signing it, hid to reftram or to correct the effects of that dangerous 
precedent. Adventurers accordingly arole, who, without provo- 
cation, and equally indifferent to the interefts of party as they were 
to thofe of the republic, proce eded , with a cool and deliberate purpofe, to- 

0 gratify 
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gratify their own ambition and avarice, in the fubverfion of the go- CHAP, 
vernment of their country. 

While Sylla was yet alive, .ffimilius Lepidus, a man of profligate U. C. 675. 
ambition, but of mean capacity, fupported by the remains of the po- p id U s, 
pular faction, flood for the Confulate, and was chofen, together with £oJi. Calulas> 
QJLutatius Catulus, the fon of him who, with Marius, triumphed 
for their joint victpry over the Cimbri, and who afterwards perifhed 
by the orders of that ufurper. 

Pompey had openly declared for Lepidus, and was told upon that 

occalion by Sylla, that he was ftirring the embers of a fire which 
would in the end confume the republic. After the death of Sylla it 
appeared, from a mark of difapprobation well known to the Romans, 
that of not being mentioned in his will, that Pompey had loft his 
efteem. This prudent young man, however, in oppofition to Le- 
pidus and others, who wifhed to infult the memory of Sylla, was- 
among the firft in recommending and performing the honours that 

Were paid to his remains. 

Lepidus, upon his acceffion to the Confujatc, moved for a recal 

of the profcribed exiles, a reftitution of the forfeited lands, and a 
repeal of all the ordinances of the late Dictator. This motion was- 

formally oppofed by Catulus; and there enfued between the two Con- 
fute a debate which divided the city. But the party of the Senate 
prevailed to have the motion reje&ed. 

In the allotment of provinces the Tranfalpine Gaul had fallen ta 

Lepidus ; and, upon his motion being rejected in the aflembly of the 
People, although it had been fome time the practice for Confuls to 
remain at Rome during their continuance in office, he prepared to 

leave the city, in order to take poffefiion of his province. This reso- 
lution, as it implied great impatience to be at the head of an army, 
gave fome jealoufy to the Senate, who dreaded the defigns of a 

Conful 
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Conful defirous to join military power with his civil authority. They 
recollected the progrefs of fedition which began with the Gracchi and 
Apuleius railing popular tumults, and ended with Marius and Sylla 
leading Confular armies in the city, and fighting their battles in the 

ftreers. And in this point the decifive fpirit ofSylla, although 
k may have fnatched the commonwealth from the flames by which 

- * 

it began to be ccnfumed, yet ihowed the way to its ruin in the means 
which he employed to preferve it \ The Senators were willing that 
Lepidus mould depart from the city ; but they had the precaution to 
exact from him an oath, that he mould not difturb the public peace. 

This oath, to avoid the appearance of any particular "diftruft in him, 
they likewise exacted from his .colleague *. 

Lepidus, notwithstanding his oath, being arrived in his province, 
made preparations for war ; and, thinking that his oath was bind- 
ing onlv while he remained in office, determined to remain in Gaul 
at the head cf his forces until the term was expired. The Se- 
nate, in order to remove him from the army, appointed him to 

prefide at the election of his iuccceflbr. But he neglected the ium- 
mons which was fent to him for this purpofc,' and the year of the 

prefent Confuls was by this means furTered to elapfe, before any elec- 
tion was made. 

The ordinary fucceffion boin * thus interrupted, the Senate named 

Appius Claudius, as Interrex, to hold the elections, and at the fame 
time deprived Lepidus cf his command in Gaul. Upon this inform- 
ation he haftened to Italy with the troops he had already aflembled, 
and greatly alarmed the republic. The Senate gave to Appius Claudius, 
aid to Catulus, in the quality of Proconful, the ufual charge to watch 
over the fafety of the State. Thefe officers accordingly, without delay, 
collected a military force, while Lepidus advanced through Etruria, 

; Appian. dc Edl. Civ. lib. i. * Ibid. . ". • ' 

and 
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and publiihed a manifefto, in which he invited all the friends of c 
liberty to join him, and made- a formal demand of being re-invefted 
with the confular power. In oppofition to this treafonable adt of Le- 
pidus, the Senate republished the law of Plautius, by which the 
Prsetors were required, in the ordinary courfe of j lift ice, to take cog- 
nizance of all attempts to levy war againft the State, and joined to it 

an additional xlaufe or refolution of their own, obliging thofe magi- 

ftrates to receive accufations of treafon on holy-days, as well as on 

ordinary days of bufmefs. 

Mean time Lepidus advanced to the gates of Rome, feized the Ja- 
mctilunr and one of the bridges that led to the city. He was met by 
Catulus in the Campus Martius, repulfed and routed. All his party 

difperfed ; he himfelf fled to Sardinia, and foon after died. His fon* 
a young man, with part of the army, retired to Alba, and was there 
foon after taken, and fuffered for a treafon in which he was engaged 
by his father.- 

Marcus Brutus, the father of him who, in the continuation of thefe 
troubles, afterwards fell at Philippi, having joined with Lepidus in 
this' raffv and profligate attempt againft the republic, was obliged at 
Mantua to furrender himfelf to Pompey, and, by his orders, was 
put to death. But the moft confiderable part the army of Lepidus 

penetrated, under the conducT: of Perperna, into Spain, and joined 
Sertorius, who was now become the refuge of one party in its diftrefs, 
as Sylla had formerly been of the other. In this province accordingly, 
while peace began to be reftored in Italy, a fource of new troubles' 
was opening for the State. The prevailing party in the city was 
willing to grant an indemnity, and to fuffer all profecution, on ac- 
count of the late offences, to drop ; the extreme to which Sylla had 
carried the feverity of his executions, difpofing the minds of men to the 
oppofite courfe of indulgence and mercy. 

Before the arrival of Lepidus with his army in Italy, Mithridates* 

had fent to obtain from the Senate a ratification of the treaty he had 

concluded 
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book concluded with Sylla : but upon a complaint from Ariobarzanes, that 

die king of Pontes had not himfelf performed his part of that treaty by 

the complete restitution of Cappadocia, he was directed to gitfc full 
ktisfa&ion on this point before his negotiation at Rome could proceed. 
He accordingly complied ; but by the time his ambaffador brought 
the report, the Romans were fo much occupied by the war they had to 
maintain againft Lepidus and his adherents, that they had no leifure 
for foreign affairs. This intelligence encouraged Mithridates to 
think of renewing the war. Senfible that he could not rely on a 

permanent peace with the Roman republic, he had already provided 

an army, not fo conliderable in refpedi to numbers as that which he 

formerly had, but more formidable by the order and difcipline he had 

endeavoured to introduce on the model of the legion. He flattered 

himfelf that the diftradlion under which the Romans now laboured 

at home, would render them unable to refill: his forces in Afia, and 

give him an opportunity to remove the only obftru&ion that remained 

to his own conquefts. He avoided, in the time of a negotiation, and 

without the pretext of a new provocation, to break out into open 

hoftilities ; but he encouraged his fon-in-law Tigranes, king of Ar- 
menia to make war on the Roman allies in his neighbourhood, and 

thereby laid the foundation of a quarrel which he might either adopt 
or decline at pleafure. This prince accordingly, being then building 
a city, under the name of Tigranocerta, for which he wanted inha- 
bitants, made an incurfion into the kingdom of Cappadocia, carried 



off from thence three hundred thoufand of the People to replenifli 
his new fettlement. 

Soon after this infraction of the peace, Mithridates, in order to 
have the co-operation of fome of the parties into which the Roman 
State was divided, entered into a treaty with Sertoriu6, and wiihed, 
in concert with this general, to execute the project of a march, by a 



afterwards praclifed by the Barbarians 



empire, 
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empire. From the fhores of the Euxine it appeared eafy to pafs over 
land to the Adriatic, and once more to repeat the operations of 
Pyrrhus and of Hannibal, by making war on the Romans in their 
own country. 

Sertorius, who had erected the ftandard of the republic in Spain, 

gave refuge to the Roman exiles from every quarter, and was now 

at the head of a formidable power, compofed of Italians as well as 
natives of that country. By his birth and abilities he had pretenfions 
to the higheft preferments of the State, and had been early diftin- 
guifhed as a foldier, qualified either to plan or to execute. He was 
attached to Marius in the time of the Qmbric war, and became a 
party with this leader in his quarrel with Sylla. His animofity to 
the latter was increafed by the mutual oppofition of their interefts in 
the purfuit of civil preferments. At the beginning of the civil war 
Sertorius took an active part, but mowed more refpect to the con- 
ftitution of his country, and more mercy to thofe who were oppofed 
to him, than either of his alTociates Marius or Ginna. When his 
party were in poffeffion of the government, he was appointed to 
command in Spain, and, after the ruin of their affairs in Italy, with- 
drew into that Province. He was received as a Roman governor ; 
but, foon after the other party prevailed in Italy, was attacked on their 
part by Caius Annius, who came with a proper force to diflodge 
him. He had eftabliflied ports on the Pyrenees for the fecurity of 
his province ; but the officer to whom they were entrufted being af- 
faffinated, and the ftations deferted, the enemy had free accefs on 
that fide. Not in condition to maintain himfelf any longer in 
Spain, he embarked with what forces he had at Carthagena, and ' 
continued for fome years, with a fmall fquadron of Cilician galleys, 

m 

to fubfift by the fpoils of Africa and the contiguous coafts. In this 

frate of his fortunes he formed a project to vifit the Fortunate Iflands, 
and if a fettlement could be effected there, to bid farewel for ever to 
Vox. II. C the 
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the Roman world ; to its factions, its divifionfr, and its troubles. But 

whafe he was about to fet fail in fearch of this famous retreat in the ocean, 
he received an invitation from the unfubdued natives of Lufitania to 

■ 

become their leader. At their head his abilities foon made him con- 
fpkuous. • He affected to confider the Lufitanians as the Senate and 

People of Rome, treating the eftabliihment of Sylla in Italy as a mere 

ufurpation. He himfelf took the enfigns of a Roman officer of 

State, felected three hundred of his followers, to. whom he gave the 

title of Senate, and in all his tranfadions with foreign nations, af- 
fumed the name and fUle of the Roman Republic. In treating with 

Mithridates he refufed to cede the province of Afia, or to purchafe 
the alliance of that prince by any conceffions injurious to the Roman 
empire, of which he affected to confider himfelf and his Senate as the 
legal head. 

While Sertorius was a&ing this farce, the report of his formidable 
power, the late acceffion he had gained by the junction of fome of 

the Marian forces under the command of Perperna, and his fuppofed 



preparations to make a defcent upon Italy, gave an alarm at Rome. 
Metellus. had been fome time employed agaiaft him in Spain ; but 
being fcarcely able to keep the field, his oppofition tended only to 
augment the reputation of his antagonifl. The Confuls lately ele&ed 



u c. ^76. 
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BntJi, were judged unequal to this war, and the thoughts of all men were 
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turned on Pompey, who, though yet in no public charader, nor 
arrived at the legal age of ftate preferments, had the addrefs on this, 
as on many other occafions, to make himfelf be pointed at as the 
only perfon who could effectually ferve the republic. He was ac- 
cordingly, with the title of rVoomful, joined to Metellus in the con- 
duct of the war in Spain 6 . It no doubt facilitated, the career of this 
young man's pretenlions, that few men of diftinguiflied. abilities were 

« Clindiw, in making tMi motion, al- faid, that Pompey fhould be fentpro Con- 
ic ding to the inignificaacc of botfi Coafob, fuiiijox. 



now 
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now in- view, to iuftain the fortunes*>f 'the republic. Such men, of C 

whatever party, had always, in their turns, been the firft vi&iras df 

the late violent maflacres; and the party of Sylla, which was now 
the .republicj when confidered as a nurfery of eminent men, had 
fame difadvantage, perhaps in the fuperiority of its leader, who was 
himfelf equal to all its affairs, and taught others to confide and obey, 
not to act for themfelves. Pompey was not of an age to have fuffer- 

«d from this influence. He came into the party in its bufiefl: 

time, and had been entrufted with feparate commands. He had al- 
ready obtained for himfelf part of that artificial confederation which, 

■ 

though it cannot be fupported without abilities, often exceeds the de- 
gree of merit on which it is founded ; and this confideration to the 
end of his life he continued to augment with much attention and 
many concerted intrigues. He had a genius for war, and was now 
about to improve it in the conteft with Sertorius, an excellent matter, 

4 

whofe leflbns were rough but inftru&ive. 

: Pompey having made the levies deftined for this fervice, paflcd 
the Alps by a new route, and w*s the firft Roman general who made 

his way into Spain through Gaul and the Pyrennees. Soon after 

his arrival, a legion that covered the foragers of his army -was inter- 
cepted and cut off by the enemy. Sertorius was engaged in the fiege 
of, Laura, Pompey advanced to relieve it. Sertorius, upon his afv- 
proach, took poll on an eminence. Pompey prepared to attack him t 
and the befieged had hopes of immediate relief. But Sertorius had 
made his difpofition in fiich a manner, that Pompey could not adr 
vance without expofing his own rear to a party that was placed to 
attack him. " I will teach this pupil of Sylla," he faid, " to look 
" behind as well as before him 5" and Pompey, feeing his danger* 
chofe to withdraw, leaving the town of Laura' to fall into the 
enemy's hands, while he himfelf continued a fpe&ator of the fiege, 
&nd of the deftruclion of the place. After this unfuccefsful be- 

C 2 ginning 
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Cono. 



book ginning of the -war, he was obliged to retire into Gaul for the 
in* 

<- u 1 winter 7 .- 

" — - . . 

Cn o&t*m ^ e ^'^^S y car * Odavius and C. Scribonius Curio being . 
c. Scribonias Confuls, Pompey ftill remained in his command ; and, having re- 

paffed the Pyrennees, direded his march to joinMetellus. Sertorius 

i 

lay on the Sucre and wilhed to engage him before the jundion ; and 
Pompey, on his part, being defirous to reap the glory of a feparate vic- 
tory, an adion enfued, in which the wing on which Pompey fought : 
was defeated by Sertorius ; but the other wing had the vidory over 
Perperna. As Sertorius was about to renew the adion on the following . 
day, he was prevented by the arrival of Metellus. w If the old' wo- 
" man had not interpofed," he faid, w I Ihould have whipt the boy, ; 



* and fent him back to his fchools at Rome." 

This war continued about two years longer with various fuccefs, but 
without any memorable event, until it ended by the death of Ser- 



torius, who, at the mitigation of Perperna, was betrayed and caflafi* 
finated by a few of his own attendants. Perperna, having removed 
Sertorius by this bafe adion, put himfelf at the head of the aliny, 
and endeavoured to keep them united, at leaft until he fhould be 
able to purcbafe his peace at Rome. He was, however, defetted by 
numbers of his own people, and at lal\ furprifed by Pompey, and flain-. 
He had made offers to difclofe the fecrets of the party, and to produce 

the correfpondence which many of the principal citizens at Rome 

held with Sertorius, inviting him to return into Italy, and promifing 
to join him with a formidable power. The letters were fecured by 
Pompey, and, without being opened, were burned. So mafterly an 
ad of prudence, in a perfon who was yet confidered as a young man, 
has been defervedly admired. It ferved to extinguifli all the remains 



* Plutarch, in Pompeio & Sertorio. Ap- • The Xacar, which falls into the Bay of 
piao.Lir. Obfe^accs. Frominus Stratagim. Valcntia. 
lib. ii. c s. 
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of the . Marian faction, and reconciled "men, otherwile (fifaffedted* 
to a fituation in which they were affured of impunity and'con- 

While* Pompey was- thus gathering laurels in the field, C. jfufius 
Gaefar, ; being about feveh years younger, that is, twenty-three years' 

of - age, was returned from Afia ; and, to make fome trial of his 
parts, laid an accufatibn againft Dolabella, late Proconful of Mace- 
donia, -for oppreflion and extortion in his province. Cotta 1 and Hor- 
teafius, appearing for the defendant, procured his acquittal. Cicero 

faysj that he himfelf was then returned from a journey he had made 
into- Afia, and was prefent at thi3 trial. The following year Cx&t 
left >Rome, with intention to pafs fome time under a celebrated 
mailer of rhetoric at Rhodes. In his way he was taken by pirates, 
and detained about forty days, until he found means to procure from 
Metellus a fum of fifty talents *, which was paid for his ranfom. He 

had frequently told the pirates, while yet in their hands, that 'he 
wbuld ; punifh their infolence ; and he now told them to exped the 
performance of his promife. Upon being fet on more, he afTembled 
and armed fome • veffels on the coaft, purfued and took his captors* 
Leaving his prifoners where he landed, he haftened to Junius Silanus, 
the Proconful of Bythinia, and applied for an order to have them 
executed ; but being refufed by this officer, he made his way back • 
with ftill greater difpatch, and, before any inftru&ions could arrive 
to the contrary, had the pirates nailed to the crofs. Such lawlefs 
banditti had long infefted the feas of Afia and of Greece, and fur- 
nifhed at times no inconfiderable employment to the arms of the re-- 
public. Servilius Vatia, who afterwards bore the title of Ifauricus> 
had lately been employed againft them; and, after clearing the feas, 

endeavoured likewife to deftroy or fecure their ports and ftrong holds 

• Near to 10,000 1. 

on 
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on fhorc They, neverthelefs, recovered this blow, and continued 
to appear at intervals in new fwanns, and to the great interruption 
of commerce by fea, and of all the communications in the empire* . 

Under the reformations of Sylla, which, by difarming the txibu- 

nitian power, in a great meafure ihut up the fource of former dif- 
orders, the republic was now reftored to fome degree of tranquillity, 



ordinary ol 
een ere&ed 
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the Queftors under whofe infpection the fabric had been reared ; and 
as a public work of ftill greater confequence, it is mentioned, that ii 
treatife on agriculture, the produ&ion of Mago a Carthaginian, and iri 
the language of Carthage, was, by the exprefs orders of the Senate, 
now tranflated into Latin. At the reduclion of Carthage, the Ro- 
mans were yet governed by hufbandmen, and, amidft the literary 
fpoils of that city, this book alone, confuting of twenty-eight rolls 

or volumes, was fuppefed to merit public attention, and was fecured 
for the State. A number of perfons ikilled in the Punic language,- 

i 

together with Silanus, who had the principal charge of the work, were 



iflating 
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The calm, however, which the republic enjoyed under the af- 



cendant of the ariftocracy, was not altogether undrfturbed. Iri "the" 
Confulate of Cn. O&avius and C. Scribonius Curio, the Tribune Li- 
cinhis made attempt to recover the former powers of the office. 
He ventured, in prefence of both the Confuls, to harangue the 
People, and exhorted them to reafliime their antient rights. As a 
circumftance which ferves to mark the petulant boldnefs of thefe 
men, it is mentioned that the Conful O&avius, on this occafion, be- 
ing ill, was muffled up, and covered with a dreffing which brought 
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fliest in great . numbers. about him. His- colleague Curid, havingr made C H^A fc. 
&,vehement fpeecfy, at. the clofe of it> the Tribune called out to Octa- 

vius, . " You never can repay your colleague's fervicff- of this day ; 
" i£ he had not been near you, while he made this fpeech, and beat 



" the air fo much with his gefticulations, the flies muft by this- time 
lt have eaten you up"." The fequel is imperfe&ly known j but 
the difpute appears to have been carried to a great height, and to 
have ended in a tumult, in which the Tribune Licinius was killed; 

"Upon a review of SyhVs ads intended to. reftove the authority of 
the. Senate, it may be queftioned, whether that claufe in the law re- 
lating; to the Tribunes, by which all perfons having accepted of this 
qffice were excluded from any further preferment in the State, may 
not have had an ill effect, and required correction. It rendered the 
Tribunate an object, only to the meaneft of the Senators, who, upon 
their acceptance of it, ceafing to have any pretenfions to the higher 
offices of State, were, by this means, deprived of any intereft in the 
government, and exafperated againft the higher dignities of the 
commonwealth. Aurelius Cotta, one of the Confuls that fuccceded U.C.fys. 

Cn. Odavius and Curio, moved perhaps by this confideration, pro- c. Aurelius* 
pofed to have that claufe repealed, and was warmly fupported 
by the Tribune Opimius, who, contrary to the prohibition lately en- 
acted, ventured to harangue the People ; and for this offence^ at the 



Cotta. 
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expiration of his office, was tried and condemned . 

By the defects which the People began to apprehend in their pre- 
fent inftitutions, or by the part which their demagogues began to take^ 

againft the ariftocracy, the Roman State, after a very fliort refpite^ 
began to relapfe into its former troubles, and was again to exhibit- 
the curious fpe&acle of a nation divided againft itfelf, broken and 



diftra&ed.in its councils, which neverthelefs prevailed in all- its ope- 



" Cicero dc Claris Oratoribus* ■* Cicero, 300, in Verrcm, & Psdianoi, ibid. 
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BOOK rations abroad, and gained continual acceffions of empire, • under the 

IH t 

— « — ' effed of convulfions which Ihook the commonwealth itfelf to its bafe ; 

and, what is Mil lefs to be paralleled in the hiftory of mankind, was 

to exhibit the fpe&acle of a nation, which proceeded in its' affairs 
abroad with a fuccefs that may be imputed in a great meafure to its 
tiivifions at home. 

War, in the detail of its operations, if not even in the formation 
of its plans, is more likely to fucceed under fingle men than under 
numerous councils. The Roman conftitution, though far from an 
arrangement proper to preferve domeftic peace and tranquillity^, 
was an excellent nurfery of ftatefmen and warriors. To perfons 
brought up in this fchool, all foreign affairs were committed with 
little refponfibility and lefs controul. The ruling paflion, even of 
the leaft virtuous citizens, during fome ages, was the ambition of being 

confiderable, and of rifing to the higheft dignities of the State at 
home* They enjoyed the condition of monarchs in the provinces ;' 

but they valued this condition only as it furnifhed them with the oc- 
cafion of triumphs, and contributed to their importance at Rome. 
They were factious and turbulent in their competition for power 
and honours in the capital ; but, in order the better to fupport that 

very conteft, were faithful and inflexible in maintaining all the 
pretenfions of the State abroad. Thus Sylla, though deprived of his 

* 

command by an ad of the oppofite party at Rome, and with many 

of his friends, who efcaped from the bloody hands of their perfecutors, 

condemned and outlawed, ftill maintained the part of a Roman of- 
ficer of ftate, and prefcribed to Mithridates, as might have been ex- 
pected from him in the moft undifturbed exercife of his truft, Ser- 

torius, in the fame manner, ading for the oppofite fa&ion, in fome 

meafure preferved a fimilar dignity of character, and refufed to make 
conceffions unworthy of the Roman republic. Contrary to the fate 
of other nations, where the ftate is weak, while the conduct of indi- 
viduals 
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viduals is regular ; here the State was in vigour, while the conduct 
of individuals was in the higheft degree irregular and wild. 

The reputation, as well as the arms of the Romans, procured them 

acceffions of territory without labour, and without expence. King- 
doms were bequeathed to them by will j as that of Pcrgamus for- 

* 

merly by the will of Attalus ; that of Cyrene by the will of Ptolomy 
Appion; and that of Bithynia, about this time, by the will of 
Nicomedes. To the fame effect, princes and ftates, where they 
did not make any formal ceffion of their fovereignty, did forae- 

what equivalent, by fubmitting their rights to difcuflion at Rome, and 

■ 

by foliciting grants from the Romans, of which the world now 
feemed to acknowledge the validity, by having recourfe to them 

as the bafis of tenures by which they held their poffeflions. In 
this manner, the fone of the laft Antiochus, king of Syria, ftated 
themfelves as fubjects or dependants of the Roman People, having 
paffed two years at Rome, waiting decifions of the Senate, and foli- 
citing a grant of the kingdom of Egypt, on which they formed fome 
pretenfions. 

In Afia, by thefe means, the Roman empire advanced on the ruin 

of thofe who had formerly oppofed its progrefs. The Macedonian 
line, in the monarchy of Syria, was now broke off, or extinct. The 
kingdom itfelf, confifting of many provinces, began to be difinem- 
bered, on the defeat of Antiochus at Sipylus, by the defection of 
provincial governors and tributary princes, who, no longer awed 

by the power of their former mafter, entered into a correfpond- 
cnce with the Romans, and were by them acknowledged as for 
vereigns. In this manner the ftates of Armenia, long fubject 
to the Perfians, and afterwards to the Macedonians, now be- 
came the feat of a new monarchy under Tigranes. And, to 
complete this revolution, the natives of Syria, weary of the, dege- 
neracy and weaknefs of their own court, of the irregularity of the 
iucceflion to the throne of their own kingdom j wear)' of the fre- 
" Vol. II. D quent 
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quent competitions which involved them in blood, invited Tigranes 
to wield a fceptre which the defcendants of Seleucus were no longer 
in condition to hold. This prince, accordingly, extended his king- 
dom to both fides of the Euphrates, and held Syria itfelf as one of 

ks divifions 

In thefe circumftances, the Romans were left undifturbed to re- 

eftablifh their province in the Lefler Afia : and under the aufpices 

of Servilius, who, from his principal acquifition in thofe parts, had 

the name of Ifauricus, were extending their limits on the fide of 
Cilida, and were haftening to the fovereignty of that coaft, when 

their progrefs was fuddenly checked by the re-appearance of an 

enemy, who had already given them much trouble in that quarter; 

Mithridates, king of Pontus, who appears to have revived in 1 his 
own breaft the animofities of Pyrrhus and of Hannibal againft the 
Romans, had never ceafed, fince the date of his laft mortifying treaty 

with Sylla, to devife the means of renewing the war. Having 

attempted in vain to engage Sylla in a league with himfelf againft 
the Romans, he made a fimilar attempt on Sertorius in Spain. Af- 
fe&ing to confider this fugitive, with his little Senate, as heads of the 
republic, he prefled for a ceffion of the Roman province in Afia in 
his own favour, and in return offered to aflift the followers of Ser- 
torius with all his forces in the recovery of Italy. In this negotiation, 
however, he found, as has been already remarked, that whoever 

affumed the character of a Roman officer of ftate, fupported it 
with a Tike inflexible dignity. Sertorius refufed to difmember the 
empire, but accepted of the proffered aid from Mithridates, and 
agreed to fend him Roman officers to aflift in the formation and 
difcipline of his army. 

The king of Pontus, now bent on correcting the error which is 
common in extenfivc and barbarous monarchies, of relying intirely 

» Stjabo, lib. xi» ifoe. 
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on numbers, inftead of difcipline and mill tafy fk ill, propofed to form 
a. -more regular army than tbat which he had affembled in the former 
war ; arid, however little fuccefaful in his endeavours, meant to rival 
his enemy in every particular of their difcipline, in the ufe of their 
weapons, and in the form of their legion. With troops beginning to 
make thefe reformations, and amounting to one hundred and twenty 
thoufand foot, and fixteen thoufand horfe, he declared war on the 
Romans, and, without refiftance, took poffeffion of Cappadocia and 
Phrygia, beyond the bounds they had fet to his kingdom. As he 
was to act both by fea and by land, he began with cuftomary oblations 
to Neptune and to Mars. To the firft he made an offering of a fplendid 
carriage* drawn by white horfes, which he precipitated and funk ill 
the fea ; to the other he made a facrifice, which, as defcribed by the 

hiftorian '% filled the imagination more than any of the rites ufually 
pracYifed by antient nations. The king, with his army, afcended 
the higheft mountain on their route, formed on its fummit a great pile 
of wood, of which he himfelf laid the firft materials* and ordered 
the fabric to be raifed in a pyramidical form to a great height. The top* 
was loaded with offerings of honey, milk, oil, wine, and perfumes. 
As foon as it was finilhed, the army around it began the folemnity 
with a feaft, at the end of which the pile was fet on fire, and in pro- 
portion as the heat increafed, the army extended their circle, and 
came down from the mountain. • The flames continued to afcend for 

many days, and were feen, it is faid, at the diftance of a thoufand 
ftadia, or above a hundred miles ,s . 

After this folemnity was over, Mithridates endeavoured to. a mV 

mate and to unite in a common zeal for his caufe, the different nations 
that were colle&ed from remote parts of the empire, to form .his 
army. For this purpofe he enumerated the fucceffes by which he 

l *APP«n. « Ibid, de Ml Mithridat. 
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had raifed his kingdom to its prefent pitch of greatnefs, and repre- 

fented the numerous vices of the enemy with whom he was now to 

engage, their divifions at home and their oppreffion abroad, their 
avarice, and infatiable luft of dominion. 

The Romans were fome time undetermined whom they fliould 

employ againft this formidable enemy. Pompey, being ftill in Spain, 

■ 

faw with regret this fervice likely to fall to the fhare of another ; 
and he had his partizans at Rome who would have gladly , put 

off the nomination of any general to this command, until he him- 
felf could arrive with his army to receive it. He accordingly 
about this time wrote a letter to the Senate, complaining, in 
petulant terms, of their neglect, and of the ltraits to which the 
troops under his command were reduced for want of pay and pro- 
vifions, and threatening, if not fpeedily fupplied, to march into 
Italy. The Conful Lucullus, apprehending the confequence of Pom- 

pey's prefence in Italy, at the head of : an army, and wiflring not to 

furniih him with any pretence for leaving his prefent province, had 

the army in Spain completely fupplied, and, at the fame time, took 
proper raeafures to fupport his own pretenfions to the command in 
Afia. From his rank as the Conful in office, he had a natural claim 
to this ftation ; and from his knowledge of the country and of the 

war 1 5 with this very enemy, in which he had ahead) borne fome 
part under Sylla l \ was intitled to plead his qualifications and his 
merits. 

m 

15 Vide Cicerocis ic Lucullo, c. i & 2. might be formed in this manner; and it is 
17 Plutarch, in Lucall. initio, edit. Lond. probable, that he affcfted to confider the part 
4:0. vol. iii p. 137. which was affigned to Lucullus by Sylla, as 

Cicero is often quoted to prove that Lo- mere civil employment. He is mentioned 'as 
cull cs, at this time, was a mere novice in having charge of the coinage with which 
v-ar, and owed the knowledge by which he Sylla paid his army, and of the fleet with 
came to be diftinguifhed, to fpeculation and which he tranfported them into Afia : bnt 
ftody, no: to experience. Jt is obfervedby it is not to be fuppofed, that thefe were the 
lord Bclingbroke, that Cicero had an in- only operations confided by Sylla to a lieu- 
tereft in having it believed, that great oficers tenant of fo much ability. - 

When 
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* " When the provinces came to be diftributed, the difficulties which CHAP. 
• prefented themfelves in Afia were thought to require the prefence of 

both the'Confuls. The kingdon of Bythinia, which had been lately 

' bequeathed to the Romans, was in danger of being invaded before 
• they' could obtain a formal poffeflion of this inheritance ; at the fame 
time that the enemy, by whom they were threatened, was not likely 
to limit his operations - to the attack of that country. Of the Confuls, 
Cotta Was appointed to feize on the kingdom of Bythinia, and Lu- 

ciillus to lead the army againft Mithridates wherever elfe he mould 
carry the war. Cotta fet out immediately for his province. Lu- 
cullus, being detained in making the neceffary levies, followed fome 
time afterwards ; but before his arrival in Afia, the king of Pontus 

had already invaded Bythinia, defeated the forces of Cotta, and 
obliged him'to take refuge in Chalcedonia. The king of Pontus, being 

fuperibr both by fea and by land, over-ran the country in the neigh- 
bourhood of this place ; and, having broke the chain which Ihut up 
the mouth of the harbour, he entered and burnt fome Roman gallies, 
which were Rationed there. Not thinking it advifeable to attack the 
town of Chalcedonia, he turned his forces againft Cyzicus, a port on 
the Propontis, blocked up the place both by fea and by land ; and, 
being well-provided with battering engines, and the other neceffaries 
'of a fiege, he had hopes of being foon able to reduce it by ftorm. 
The inhabitants, neverthelefs, prepared for their defence, in expect- 
ation of being fpeedily relieved by the Romans. 

Such was the ftate of affairs when Luculius arrived in Afia ; and 
having joined his new levies to the legions which had ferved under 
Fimbria, and to the other troops already in the province, heaflembled 
an army of about thirty thoufand men, with which he advanced to 
re-eftablifh Cotta in his province, and to relieve the town of Cyzicus. 
The king of Pontus, being elated by his fucceffes, and by the fupe- 
riority of his numbers, gave no attention to the motions of Lucul- 
ius, 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



lus,_fuffered him to get poffeffion of the heights in his rear, and to 
.rut off his principal fupplies of provifions and forage. Truftingj, 

however, that his magazines would not be exhaufted before hefhould 

have forced the town of Cyzicus to furrender, lie continued the 
fiege. But his engines not being well ferved, and the defence being 
obftinate, his army began to be diftrefled for want of provifions, and 

it became neceffary to leffen his confumption. For this purpofe he 

fecretly moved away part of his cavalry. Thefe were intercepted 

■ 

by the Romans on their march, and cut off or difperfed ; and the 
king, being reduced with the remainder of his army to the greateft 
diftreis, embarked on board one of his gallies, ordered the army to 

force their way to Lampfacus, while he himfelf endeavoured to efcape 
with his fleet. The army being attacked by Lucullus, the greater 
part of them perifhed in paffing the Afopus and the Grannicus. The 
king himfelf, having put into Nicomedia, and from thence continu- 
ing his voyage through the Bofphorus to the Euxine, was overtaken 

on that fea by a ftorm, and loft the greateft part of his fleet. His 
own galley being funk, he himfelf narrowly efcaped in a barge. 

The whole force with which the king of Pontus had invaded By- 

thinia, being thus difpelled like a cloud, Lucullus employed fome 

time in reducing the towns into which any of the troops of Mithri- 

dates had been received ; and having effectually deftroyed the re- 
mains of the vanquifhed army, took his route by Bythinia and Ga- 

latia towards Pontus. At his entrance into this kingdom was fitu- 
ated the town of Amyfus, a confiderable fortrefs on the coaft of the 
Euxine, "into which the king had thrown a fufficient force to retard 
his progrefc. Mithridates, under favour of the time he gained by 
the defence of this place, affembled a new army at Cabira, near the 
frontier of Armenia. Here he muftered about forty thoufand foot, 
and a confiderable body of horfe, and was foliciting the Scythians, 
Armenians, and all the nations of that continent to his aid. Lucullus^ 

3 ' b 
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in order to prevent, if poflible, any further reinforcements to the 
enemy, committed the fiege of Amyfus to Murena*, and advanced 
with his 1 army into the plains of Cabira. On this ground the Ro- 
man horfe received repeated checks from thofe of the enemy, and 
were kept in continual alarm until their general, having time to ob# 
ferve the country, avoided the plains on which the king of Pontus, 
by means of his cavalry, was greatly fuperion Though very much 
ftraitened for provifions, Lucullus kept his pofition on the heights, 
jjntU the enemy fhould be forced to a general action. The ftir- 
miflbes which happened between the foraging parties drew confider- 
able numbers from the refpective armies to engage ; and the troops 
of Mithridates,. having been routed in one of thefe partial encoun- 
ters, the king took a refolution to decamp in the night, and remove 
to a greater diftance from the Romans. As foon as it was dark, the 
equipage and the attendants of the leading men in the camp, to 
whom he had communicated this refolution, began to withdraw 5 
and the army, greatly alarmed with that appearance, was feized with 
a panic, and- could not be reftrained from flight, Horfe and foot, 
and bodies of every defcription crowded in diforder into the avenues 
of the camp, and were trod under foot, or in great numbers perifhed 
by each other's hands. Mithridates himfelf, endeavouring to flop 
and to: undeceive them, was carried off by the multitude. 

The noife of this tumult being heard to a great diftance, and the 
occafion being known in the Roman camp, Lucullus advanced with 
his army to take advantage of the confufion in which the enemy were 
fallen, and by a vigorous attack put many to the fword, and ftaftefted 
their difperfion. , 

The king was, by one of his fervants, with difficulty mounted 
on horfeback, and muft have been taken, if the purfuing party had 
not been amufed in feizing fome plunder, which he "had ordered on 
purpofe to be left in their way. A mule, loaded with fome part of 

the 
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the royal treafure, turned the attention of his purfuers, while he 
hi ml elf made his efcape. » 
. In his flight he appeared to be moll affedred with the fate of. his 
women. The -greateft number of them were left at the palace of 
Jharnacea, a place that mull foon fall into the hands of the enemy* 
He therefore difpatched a faithful eunuch with orders to put them to 

death, leaving the choice of the manner to themfelves. A few: are 

particularly mentioned. Of two, who were his own fitters, Roxana 
and Statira, one died uttering execrations againft her brothers cruelty, 
the other extoiling, in that extremity of his own fortune, the gene- 
rous care he took of their honour. Monime, a Greek of Miletus, ce- 
lebrated for her beauty, whom the king had long wooed in vain 
with proffers of great riches, and whom he won at laft only by the 
participation of his crown, and the earneft of the nuptial rites, had 
ever lamented her fortune, which, inftead of a royal hufband and a 
palace, had given her a prifon, and a barbarous keeper. Being now 
told, that £he muft die, and ihat the manner of her death was left 
to her own choice, (he unbound the royal fillet from her hair, and, 
ufing it as a bandage, endeavoured to ftrangle herfelf. It broke in 
the attempt: " Bauble," flie laid, " it is not fit even for this!" 
then fetching out her neck to the eunuch, bid him fulfil his mailer's 
purpofe. Berenice of Chios, another Grecian beauty, had likewife 
been honoured with the nuptial crown ; and, having been attended 
in her Hate of melancholy elevation by her mother, who, on this 

occafion, likewife refolved to partake of her daughter s fate ; they 
chofe to die by poifon. The mother intreated that lhe mght :have the 
firft draught ; and died before her daughter. The remainder of the 
dofe not being fufEcient for the queen, flie put herfelf likewife into 
the hands of the executioner, and was ftraiigled. By thefe deaths, 
the barbarous jealoufy of the king was gratified, and the future triumph 

of tfie Roman general deprived of its principal ornaments. 

Lucullus, 
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Lucullus, after his late victory, having no enemy in the field to 
oppofe him, paffed through the country, and entered without moleft- 
ation into many of the towns in the kingdom of Pontus* He found 
many palaces enriched with treafure, and adorned with barbarous 
magnificence ; and, as might be expected under fuch a violent and 
diftruftful government, every where places of confinement crowded 
with prifoners of ftate, whom the jealoufy of the king had fecured, 
and whom his fupercilious neglect had fuffered to remain in cuftody, 
even after his jealoufy was allayed. 

Mithridates, from his late defeat, fled into Armenia, and claimed 
the protection of Tigranes, who, being married to his daughter, had 
already favoured him in his defigns againft the Romans. 

This powerful prince, now become fovereign of Syria as well as 
Armenia, (till continued his refidence in the laft of thefe kingdoms 
at Tigranocerta, a city he himfelf had built, filled with inhabitants, 
and diftiriguifhed by his own name. On the arrival of Mithridates to 
foe for his protection, Tigranes declined to fee him, but ordered 
him a princely reception in one of the palaces. 

* Lucullus continued his purfuit of this flying enemy only to the 
frontier of Armenia, and from thence, fending Publius Clodius, who 
-was his brother-in-law, to the court of Tigranes, with inftructions to 
require that Mithridates ftiould be delivered up as a lawful prey, he 
himfelf fell back into the kingdom of Pontus, and foon after reduced 

Amyfus, together with Sinope', and other places of ftrength, which 

were held by the troops of the king. 

The inhabitants of thefe places had been originally colonies from 
Greece, and having been fubdued by the Periians, were, on the ar- 
rival of Alexander the Great, from refpect to their origin, reftored to 
their freedom. In imitation of this example, and agreeably to the 
profeflion which the Romans ever made of protecting the liberties of 

Greece, Lucullus once more declared thofe cities to be free. Having 
Vol. II. E now 
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now fufEcient leifure to attend to the general ftate of the Roman 
provinces in Alia, he found, that the collectors of the revenue, under 
pretest of levying the tax impofed by Sylla, had been guilty of 
the greateft oppreffions. That the inhabitants, in order to pay this- 

tax, borrowed money of the Roman officers and merchants at exorbi- 
tant intereft ; and, when the debts became equal to their whole effects, 
were then dilrrained for payment, under pain of imprifonment and 
even tortures : that private perfons were reduced to the neceffity of 
expofing their children to fide, and corporations of felling the pictures, 
images, and other ornaments of their temples, in order to fatisfy thefe 

inhuman creditors. Willing to reftrain, or to correct thefe abufes r 
the Proconful ordered, that where the intereft exacted was equal 
to the capital, the debt fliould be cancelled ; and in other cafes, fixed 
it at a moderate rate. Thefe acts of beneficence or juftice to the 
provinces, were, by the farmers of the revenue, reprefented as acts- 

of oppreflion and cruelty to themfelves, and were, among their con- 
nedions, and the fharers of their fpoils at Rome, ftated againft Lu~ 
cullus as fubjects of complaint and reproach* 



CHAP, 



I 

f 
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Efcape and Revolt of the Gladiators at Capua.*-~—$partacus. 
Aclidn and defeat of Lcutulus the Roman Cartful. And of 

Cajftus the Prater of Gaul. Appointment of M. Craffus for this 

Service. Dejlruclion of the Gladiators. triumph of Metellus 

.and Pompey. Conful/hip of Pompey and Craffus. tribunes 

rejlored to their former Powers. Confulatc of Metellus and Hor- 

ienfius.—War in Crete. Renewal of the war in Pont us and 

Armenia. Defeat of Tigranes. Negotiation with the King of 

Parthia. Mutiny of the Roman Army. Complaints of Pyracies 

committed in the Roinan Seas .——Gommiffwn propofed to Pompey. 

Bis Condutl againfl the Pirates. His Commifjion extended 

to Pontus.— Operations againjl Mithridates. Defeat and Flight 

of that Prince. Operations of Pompey in Syria . ■ Siege and 

Reduclion of Jerufalcm. Death of Mithridates* 




OON after the war, of which we have thus ftated the event, CHAP, 

had commenced in Alia, Italy was thrown into great confufion 11 , 

hj the accidental efcape of a few gladiators from the place of their jj£ 

confinement at Capua. Thefe were flaves trained im to furnifh their Varro, 

matters with a fpe&acle, which, though cruei and barbarous, drew rus. 
numerous crowds of beholders. It was at firft introduced as a fpecies 
of human facrifice at funerals, and the vi&ims were now kept by 
the wealthy in .great numbers for the entertainment of the People, 

and even for private amufement. The ftandfomeft, the moft active, 
and the boldeft of the Haves and captives were fclected for this pur- 

pofe. They were fwom to decline no combat, and to fhun no hard- 
ship, to which they were expofed by their matters ; they were of 

E 2 different 
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difierent denominations, and accuftomed to fight in different ways j 
but thofe from whom the whole received their defignation, employed 
the fword and buckler, or target ; and they commonly fought naked, 
that the place , and nature of the wounds they received might the 
more plainly appear. 

Even in this prcftitution of valour, refinements of honour were- 
introduced. There were certain graces of attitude which the gladi- 

ator was not permitted to quit, even to avoid a wound. There 
was a manner which he fludied to preferve in his fall,, in his bleed- 
ing pofture, and even in his death. He was applauded, or hifTed, 
according as he fucceeded or failed in any of thefe particulars. When, 

after a tedious ftruggle, he was (pent with labour and with the lofs 
of blood, he ftill endeavoured to preferve the dignity of his character,. 

dropt or refumed the fword at his mafter's pleafure, and looked 
round to the fpe&ators for marks, of their fatisfa&ion and ap- 
plaufe '■ 

Perfons of every age, condition, and fex, attended at thefe 
exhibitions; and when the pair who were engaged began to ftrain 

and to bleed, the fpeclators, being divided in their inclinations, 
endeavoured to excite, by their cries and acclamations, the party 
they favoured; and when the conceit was ended, called to .the 
victor to ftrxke* or to fpare according as the vanquifhed was fuppqfed 

* 

to have forfeited or to have deferred his life \ With thefe exhibir 
dons, which- mull create fo much difguft and horror in the re- 
cital, the Romans were more intoxicated than any populace in 

« » 

modern Europe now are with the baiting of bulls, or the running 
of horfes, probably becaufe they were more deeply affefted, and 
more violently moved. 

* Cicer. TufcttJanaram, lib. ii, c. 17. 

* Cicero pro Scito, c. 27. Tufcnl. Qu*ft.. Spartacas, lib. ii. c. 17^/' 

Spartacus > 
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Spartacus, a Thracian captive, who, on account of his ftrength G 
and activity, had been deltined for this barbarous profeflion, with 
about feventy or eighty of his companions, efcaped from their place 
of confinement, and arming themfelves with fuch weapons as acci- 
dent prefented to them, retired to fome faftnefs on the afcent of 
Mount Vefuvius, and frqm thence haraffed the country with robberies 
and murders. " If we are to fight," faid the leader of this defperate 
band, " let us fight againft our oppreflbrs, and in behalf of our own 

■ 

a liberties, not to make fport for this petulant and cruel race of men." 
Multitudes of flaves from every quarter flocked to his ftandard.. 

The Prefect of Capua armed the inhabitants of his diftrict againft 
them, but was defeated. 

This feeble and unfuccefsful attempt to quell the infurrection, fur- 
nifhed the rebels with arms, and raifed their reputation and their 
courage; Their leader, by his generofity in rejecting his own fhare 
of any booty he made, by his conduct and his valour, acquired 
the authority of a legal commander ; and, having named Crixus and 
Oenomaus, two other gladiators, for his fubordinate officers, he 
formed the multitudes that reforted to him into regular bodies, em- 
ployed a certain number to fabricate arms, and to procure the ne- 
ceffary accommodations of a camp, till at length he collected an army 
of feventy thoufand men, with which he commanded the country to, 



a great extent, 



Pmors 



dius, Varinus, and Coflinius, who had been fent againft him with 
confiderable forces, fo that it became necefTary to order proper levies, 
and to give to theConfuls the charge of reprefling this formidable 
enemy. 

Spartacus had too much prudence to think himfelf fit to contend.- 

with the force of the Roman State, which he perceived muft foon be.' 

afTembled againft him. He contented himfelf, therefore, with ar 

more rational fcheme of. conducing his army by the ridge of the- 

Appe nines,. 
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BOOK Appenines, till he fhould gain the Alps from whence his followers, 

whether Gauls, Germans, or Thracians, might fcparate, each into the 
country of which he was a native, or from which he had been ori- 
ginally brought, 

L-'GelLPop- WbH c he began n ' is progrefs by the mountains, in order to exe- 

cS'iSm CUte ** 1S P^J^ the Confuls, Gellius and Lentulus, had already 
CJodiucs. taken the field againft him. They at firft furprifed and cut off a con- 
siderable body under Crixus, who had fallen down from the heights 

in order to pillage the country. But Lentulus afterwards preffing 
hard upon Spartacus, who led the main body of the rebels, brought 

on an action, in which the confular army was defeated with con- 

fiderable lofs. CaiTius too, the Prator of Cifalpine Gaul, having 

advanced upon him with an army of ten thoufand men, was repulfed 

with great daughter. 

In confequence of thefe advantages, Spartacus might no doubt have 

effected his retreat to the Alps ; but his army being elated with vic- 
tory, and confidering themfelves as mailers of Italy, w r ere unwilling 
to abandon their conqueft. He himfelf formed a new project of 

marching to Rome; and for this pupofe deftroyed all his ufelefs 
baggage and cattle, put his captives to death, and refufed to receive 
any more of the Saves, who were ftill in multitudes reforting to his 
ftandard. He probably expected to pafs the Roman armies without 
a battle, and to force the city of Rome itfelf by an unexpected af- 

fault. In this he was difappointed by the Confuls, with whom he 
was obliged to fight in the Picenum ; and, though victorious in the 

action, he loft hopes of furprifing the city. But ftill thinking him- 
felf in condition to keep his ground in Italy, he only altered his 
route, and directed his march towards Lucania. 

The Romans, greatly embarrafled, and thrown into fome degree 

of conftemation, by the unexpected continuance of an infurrection 
Trhich had given them much trouble, expofed their armies to much 

2 -danger, 
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danger, with little profpect of honour ; not being courted, as ufual, 
for the command, they impofed it on Marcus CrafTus, then in the rank 

of Praetor, and fuppofed to be a perfonof confequence, more on account 
of his wealth than of his abilities ; though in this fervice, after others 
had failed, he laid the foundation of a more favourable judgment. 
They at the fame time fent orders to Pompey, who had finifhed the 
war in Spain, to haften into Italy with his army; and to the Proconful 
of Macedonia, to embark with what forces could be fpared from his: 

province. 

Craffus affembled no lefs than fix legions, with which he joined 
the army which had been already fb unfuccefsful againft the revolt* 
Of the troops who had mrioehaved he is faid to have executed, per- 
haps only decimated, four thoufand, as an example to the new levies, 
and as a warning of the feverities they were to expect for any failure 

in the remaining part of the fervice. 

Upon his arrival in Lucania he cut off ten thoufand of the rebels 
who were {rationed at a diftance from the main body of their army, 
and he endeavoured to-lhut up Spartacus in the peninfula of Brutium, 
or head of land which extends to the Straits of MefTina. The gla- 
diators dcfired to pafs into Sicily, where their fellow-fufferers, the. 
flaves of that ifland, were not yet intirely fubdued, and where great 
numbers at all times were prepared to revolt ; but they were pre- 
vented by the want of (hipping. Craffus at the fame time undertook a 
work of great labour, that of intrenching the land from fea to fea 
with a ditch fifteen feet wide, and as many deep,, extending, accord- 
ing to Plutarch, three hundred ftadia, or above thirty miles. Spar- 
tacus endeavoured to interrupt the execution of this undertaking ; but 

being repulfed in every attack, his followers began to defpond, and 
entertained thoughts of furrendering themfelves. In order to fupply 
by defpair what they loft in courage, he put them in mind that they 

fought not upon equal terms with their enemies j that they muft 

either 
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cither conquer or be treated as fugitive Haves ; and, to enforce his 
admonitions, he ordered one of his captives to be nailed to the crofs 

m fight of both armies. " This," he faid to his own people, " is 

tt an example of what you are to fuffer if you fall into the ene- 
" my's hands. 1 ' 

Whilft Craflus was bufy completing his fine, -Spartacus prepared 
to force it-; and, having provided faggots and other materials for 
this purpofe, filled up the ditch at a convenient place, and pafled it 
in the night with the whole body of his followers. He directed his . 

march to .Apulia, but was purfued, and greatly harafled in his flight. 

Accounts being received at once in the camp of Craflus and in that 
of Spartacas, that frefh troops were landed at Brundufium from Ma- 
cedonia, and that Pompey was arrived in Italy, and on his march to 
join Craflus, both armies were equally -difpofed to hazard^ a battle 5 
the gladiators, that they might not be attacked at once by fo many 
enemies as were collecting againft them; and the Romans under 
Craflus, that Pompey might not fnatch out of their hands the glory 
of terminating the war. Under the influence of thefe - different 
motives, both leaders drew forth their arnues ; and when they were 
ready to engage, Spartacus, with the valour rather of a gladiator than 
of a general, alighting from his horfe, and faying aloud, in the hear- 
ing of his followers, " If I conquer to-day, I (hall be better mount- 
<c ed ; if not, I £hall not have occafion for a horfe," he plunged his 
fword into the body of the animal. With this earnefl of a refolution 
to conque*- or to die, he advanced towards the r enemy ; directing the 
divifion in which he himfelf commanded to make their. attack where he 
underftood the Roman general was polled. He intended to decide the 
action by forcing the Romans in that quarter ; but after much blood- 
flied, being mangled with wounds, and ftill almoft alone in the midft of 

his enemies, he continued to fight till he was killed ; and the victory 
ef courie declared for his enemy. About a thoufand of the Romans 

4 were 



OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. 



3J 




were flain ; of the vanquiflied the greateft flaughter, as ufual in an- CHAP. 

tient battles, took place after the flight began. The dead were not 
numbered ; about fix thoufand were taken, and, in the manner of 

executing the fentence of death on flaves, they were nailed to the 

crofs in rows, that lined the way from Capua to Rome. Such as 

efcaped from the field of battle, being about five thoufand, fell into 

the hands- of Pompey, and furnifhed a pretence to his flatterers for 
afcribing to him the honour of terminating the war. 

s 

The mean quality of the enemy, however, in the prefent cafe, 
precluded even Craflus from the honour of a triumph 5 he could 
have only an ovation or military proceflion on foot. But inftead of 
the myrtle wreath, ufual on fuch occafions, he had credit enough with 
die Senate to obtain the laurel crown \ 

i 

Pompey too arrived at the fame time with new and uncom- 
mon pretentions, requiring a difpenfation from the law and efta- 
blifhed forms of the commonwealth. The war he had conducted 

t 

in Spain being of the nature of a civil war againft Roman citizens 
or fubjects, with a Roman general at their head, did not give a re- 
gular claim to a triumph : Pompey himfelf was yet under the legal 
age, and had not pafTed through any of the previous fteps of Queftor, 
JEdile and Praetor ; yet on the prefent occafi.on he not only infifted 
on a triumph, but put in his claim likewife to an immediate nomi- 
nation to the office of Conful. 

It now became extremely evident, that the eftabliftied honours of 
the State, conferred in the ufual way, were not adequate to the pre- 
tentions of this young man : that he muft have new and Angular ap- 
pointments, or thofe already known "bellowed on Mm in fome new 
and fmgular manner. His enemies obferved, that he avoided every 

occafion -of fak competition ; that he took a rank of importance 

3 A. Gellius, lib, v. 

Vol. II. F which 
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which he did not fubmit to have examined ; and that he ever afpired 

toftand alone, or in the firft place of public confederation and dignity. 

His - partizans, on the contrary, ftated the extraordinary honours 

"which had been done to him, as the foundation of ftuT farther dif- 
tinciions V In enumerating his fervices upon his return from Spain> 

they reckoned up, according to Pliny, eight hundred and feventy- 
one towns, from the Pyrennees to the extremities of that country* 
which he had reduced ; obferved that he had furpafled the glory of all 

the officers who had gone before him in that fervice ; and, in confe- 
quence of thefe reprefentatioris, though ftill in a private ftation, he 
was admitted to a triumph, or partook with Metellus in this honour. 
Pompey had hitherto, in all the late difputes, taken part with 

the ariftocracy ; but not without fufpicion of aiming too high 
for republican government of any fort. While he fupported the 

Senate, he afTe&ed a degree of pre-eminence above thofe who com- 
pofed it, and was not content with equality, even among the firft 

Nobles of his country. He acquiefced, neverthelefs, in the mere 
lhew of importance, without affuming a power which might have 
engaged him in contefts, and expofed his pretenfions to too near an 

hifpe&ion. Upon his approach at the head of an army from Spain, 
the Senate was greatly alarmed ; but he gave the moft unfeigned 

aiTurances of his intention to difband his army as foon as they fliould . 
have attended his triumph. The Senate accordingly gave way to this 
irregular pretention, and afterwards to the pretenfion, flill more dan- 
gerous, which, without any of the previous conditions which the 
L". c. tiy law required, he made to the Confulate. Craflus, who had been 

cifihs, Ca. Praetor in the preceding year, now ftood for the fame office, entered 
Poop. Msg- j nt0 a concert ^jjjj p om p eT) anj^ notwithftanding their mutual jea- 

loufy of each other, they joined their interefts, and were elected 



togetner. 



4 Vid Cicer. pro Lege Manilla, 

Under 
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Under the adminiflration of thefe officers fome important laws are 
faid to have paffed, although moft of the particulars have efcaped the 
notice of hiftorians. It appears that Pompey now began to pay his 
court to the People ; and, though he profefled to fupport the autho- 
rity of the Senate, wifhed to have it in his power, on occafion, to 
take the fenfe of what was called the aflembly of the People againft 
them, or, in other words, to counteract them by means of the po- 
pular tumults which bore this name. 

The Tribunes, Quindius and Palicanus, had for two years fue- 
ceffively laboured to remove the bars which had, by the conltitution 
of Sylla, been oppofed to the tribunitian power. They had been 
ftrenuoufly refitted by Lucullus and others, who held the office of 
Conful, during the dependence of the queftions which had arifen on 
that fubject, By the favour of Pompey and Craflus, however, the 
Tribunes obtained a reftitution of the privileges which their prede- 
ceffors, in former times of the republic, had fo often abufed ; and, 
together with the fecurity of their facred and inviolable character, 
and their negative in all proceedings of the State, they were again 
permitted to propofe laws, and to harangue the people ; a dangerous 
meafure, by which Pompey at once rendered fruitlefs that reform- 
ation which was the only apology for the blood fo lavifhly fhed, 
not only by Sylla, but like wife by himfelf. Caius Julius Cxfar, at 
the fame time, having the rank of Legionary Tribune conferred upon 
him by the choice of the People, was extremely attive in procuring 
thofe popular acts ; a policy in which he was more confident with 
himfelf than Pompey, and only purfued the courfe of the party with 
which he embarked in his youth 5 . 

Under this Confulate, and probably with the encouragement of 
Pompey, the law of Sylla, refpecYing the judicature's, was, upon the 



5 Suetonius in C. Jul. Cxfar. lib. i. 
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motion 



36 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



B oo E motion of the Prator, Aurelius Cotta, likewife repealed ; and it was i 

m 1 I * 

permitted to the Prartors to draught the judges in equal numbers from; 
Ux Aurcifa the Senate, the knights, and a certain clafs of the People V'whbfe: 
ja^cMz. j^cnptfon is not clearly afcertained. This was, perhaps,, a juft cor- 
rection of Syila's partiality to the Nobles ; and, if it had not been- 



accompanied by the former aft, which reftored the tribunitian powers- 
might have merited applaufe. 

In the mean time, corruption advanced among all orders of men^ 
with a hafty pace ; in the lower ranks, contempt of government ; 

among the higher, covetoufnefs and prodigality, with an ardour for' 
lucrative provinces, and the opportunities of extortion and flagrant- 

abufe. As the offices of State- at Rome began to be coveted with a 
view to the appointments abroad^ with which they were followed, 



own 



oblique reproof to the Nobility who 
mercenary views, took a formal oa 
that he would not, at the expiration 



vemmei 



and 



furnifhed 
"e. with ; 



terit. It may, however,, from his character and policy in other- 



initances, 



to 



opportunities 



trull 



the 



Pompey, in the adminiftration of his Confulate, had procured the- 

revival of the Cenfors functions. Thefe had been intermitted about 

frxteen years, during great part of which time the republic had been 



Tribuni Erarii. 



in 
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hi a ftate of civil war ; and the prevailing parties, in their turns, mu-. C H ^ P. 
tually hadrecourfe to ads of banifhment, confifcations, and military 
executions againft each other. In fuch times, even after the , fword. 
was fheathed, the power of Cenfor, in the fir ft heat of party- refent- 
ment, could not be fafely intruded with any of the citizens ; and 
the attempts which were now made to revive it, though in appear- 
ance fuccefsful, could not give it a permanent footing in the. com- 
monwealth. The public was arrived at a ftate in which men com- 
plain of evils, but cannot endure their remedies. . 

L. Gellius Poplicola and Cn. Cornelius Lentulus, being en trufted y 
in the capacity of. Cenfors, to make up the rolls of the People, . muk 
tered four, hundred and fifty thoufand citizens. . They purged the 

Senate, with great feverity, having expunged fixtyrfour from . the. 

rolls,, and among thofe C.Antoni us,, afterwards Confu], afligning as 

their reafon, that he, ; having .the command on the coafts of Afia and 
Greece, . had, pillaged the allies, and . mortgaged and. fquandered his 
own eftate. But what moft diftingulhed this Cenforfhip was an in- 

" 1 

cident, for the fake of which, it is likely, the foiemnity of the Cenfus. 

had been now revived^ 



■ 

. It was cuftomary on thofe occafibns for the -Knights to pafs m rer 
view, each leading his horfe before the Cenfors.. They werequeftioned. 
refpecting their age, their fervices, and the perfons under whofe 
command they\ had ferved ; and if they had already ferved the ten 
years prefcribed by law, c tliey received an exemption from future 

ftrvices, and were, vefted . with the privileges which were, annexed to 

this circumftance. At this part of the. ceremony the People were fur- 

- - f . 

prifed to fee. their. Co nful, Pompey the Great, defending into the 

* 

market-place, . leading his hone in quality of a fimple. knight, but. 

drefled in his confular robes, and preceded by the lidors. Being 
queftioned by the Cenfor, whether he had ferved \Ke ftated number 
of years, he anfwered that he. had, and alK of them in armies com- 

: - manded 
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BOOS manded bv hiaifelf. This farce was received with loud acclamations 

xu, 3 

^ — ' of the People ; and the Cenfors -having granted the cuftomary ex- 
emption, rofe from their feats, and, followed by a great multitude, 
attended this equeftrian Confui to his own houfe \ 

It is obferved that Craflus and Pompey, although they entered on 

onke in concert, yet differed in the courfe of their adminiftration on 
fubjecb which are not particularly mentioned. As CraiTus was in 
poffeflion of great wealth, he endeavoured, by his liberalities, to vie 
with the impofing date and popular arts of his colleague. He gave 

an entertainment to the whole People at ten thoufand tables, and dis- 
tributed three months provifion of corn. To account for his being 

able to court the People in this manner, it is faid, that he inherited 
from his father a fortune of three hundred talents, or near fixty 
thouland pounds ; that he increafed it, by purchafing at a low price 
the eftates of thofe who were profcribed in the late troubles, and by 
letting for hire the labour cf a numerous family of flaves, inftrufted 
in various aits and callings; and was become fo rich by thefe means, 
that when, feme time after this date, he was about to depart for Afia, 
and confecrated the tenth part of his eftate to Hercules, he was found 

to pofTefs feven thoufand one hundred talents, orabout onemiilion three 
hundred and feventy thoufand and three hundred pounds fterling 

Pompey, at the expiration of his year in the Confui fhip, in obferv- 
ance cf the oath he had taken, remained at Rome in a private ftation; 
v. agreeably to the character he formerly bore, maintained thereferve 
.. d iktelinefs of a perfon raifed above the condition of a citizen, or 
-.-^.i above that ofthe£rft Senators of ccnfular rank. Other can- 
didates for cennderation and public honours endeavoured, by their 
ralents and eloquence, to make themfelves neceiTary to thofe who had 

7 ?!u;arcb. in Pumptio. denomination of ufury> but in faft was un- 

1 ? , .'z:zrzh. in Cm£b. As the interest of limited, the annual returns from fuch a ca- 
'.-.ccsv v,-25 prohibited at Rome, nzacz the j>iul rauft have been immenfe. 

$ affairs 
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affairs to folicit with the public, or even to make themfelves feared. They c H A p - 
laboured to diftinguifli themfelves as able advocates or formidable ac- 
cufers at the bar, and to ftrengthen their intereft by procuring the fup- 
port of thofe to whom their talents either were or might become of 

importance. Pompey, on the contrary, ftating himfelf as an exception 
to common rules, avoided the courts of juftice and other places of 
ordinary refort, did not commit his talents to the public judgment, 

■ 

nor prefent his perfon to the public view ; took the refpecl that was 
paid to him as a right; feldom went abroad, and never without a nu- 
merous train of attendants 9 . He was formed for the ftate of a prince, 
and might have ftolen into that high ftation even at Rome, if men, 
born to equality, could have fufFered an elevation which was net fup- 
ported by adequate abilities ; or had been willing, when troubled 
with faction, to forego their own importance, in order to obtain peace 

and the comforts of a moderate government. The pretenfions of 

■ 

Pompey, however, were extremely difagreeable to the Senate, and 

not otherwife acceptable to the People, than as they tended to mortify 

the pride of that order of men. 

The Confulate of Craflus and Pompey was fucceeded by that of u. C. fa*. 
QJrlortenfius and Q^Caecilius Metellus. In the diftribution of pro- &"£cv 
vinces, Crete, with the command of an armament to be fent into that S l ' ^ eie!Us 

ifland, fell to the lot of Hortenfius ; but this citizen, having acquired 
his confideration by his eloquence in pleading the caufes of his friends, 
and being accuftomed to the bar, perhaps in a degree that interfered 
with his military character, declined to accept of this government ; 
leaving it,, together with the command of the army that was to be em- 
ployed in the reduction of the ifland, to his colleague Metellus, who 
afterwards received the appellation of Creticus, from the diftindtion 

he acquired in this fervice. 



51 Plutarch, in Vit. Pomp. 
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book Hje Cretans, and moft of the other feafaring people on the con* 

fines of Afia and Europe, had in the late war taken an aftive part 
againft the Romans. They had, by the influence .of Mithridateg, 
•and by their own difpofition to rapine and piracy, been led to prey 
upon the traders, and upon the carriers of the revenue that were-fce- 
•quently paffing from the provinces, to Rome. The defire of iharing 
in the profits that rare made by this fpecies j)f war, had filled the 
Tea with pirates and freebooters, againft whom the Romans fent forth 
a iucceflion of officers, with extenfive commands, on the coafts both 
of Afia and Europe. .Among others, M Anton ius had been em- 
ployed in this fervice, and was accufed of abufing his power, by op- 
preffing the Sicilians and the people of other maritime provinces, 
who -were innocent of the crimes he was emplqyd to reprefs. In 

a defcent on the ill and of Crete he was defeated and killed '°, and 
left tie "Romans eqgaged with the people of that ifland in a war 
which was thought to require the prefence of one of the Confuk 
The lot, as has been obferved, fell on Hortenfius, but was transferred 

■ 

to his colleague Metellus. 
v. c 6?;. Such was the ftate of affairs, and fuch the deftination of the Ro- 

tt!!of* Q. man officers, when 'Lucullus received from Tigranes a return to the 
.».ir. a— ^ ema nd which he made of "having Mithridates delivered upas his 

prifoner. This prince, at the arrival of Clodius, who bore the mef- 
£ige, had made a progrefs to the coafts of Phoenicia, and to the 'farther 
extremities of his empire. To verify the ftate and tifle which he 
ailuraed of King of Kings, he affected, when he mounted on horfe- 



walk 



obliged them, on other occafions 



duty and fervile attendance on "his perfon. Lucullus, inftead of the 
ftile which was affecled by this prince, had accofted him in his letter 



i5 
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only . with the fimple title of king. His meffenger, however, was c 
admitted to an audience, and made his demand that Mithridates, a 
vanquiflied prince, whofe territories were already in the pofleffion of 
the Romans, mould be delivered up to adorn the victor's triumph. 
This, if refufed, faid the bearer of the meflage, the Roman general 
would be intitled to extort by force, and would not fail, with a mighty 
army for that purpofe, to purfue his fugitive wherever he was 

received and protected. Tigranes, unufed even to a plain addrefs, 
much lefs to infult;and threats, heard this demand with real indig- 
nation ; and though, with an appearance of temper, he made offer 
of the cuftomary prefents and honours .to the perfon who delivered 

it, he took his refolution againft the Romans, and, from having 
barely permitted Mithridates to take refuge in his kingdom, deter-* 

mined .to efpoufe his caufe. He gave for anfwer to Clodius, that he 
would not deliver up the unfortunate king, and that, if the Romans 

i * 

invaded his territories, he knew how to defend them. He foon after- 
wards admitted Mithridates into his prefence, and determined to fup- 
port him with the neceflary force againft his enemies. 

Upon receiving this anfwer from Tigranes, Lucullus refolved 

without , delay to march into Armenia. He chofe for this expedition 

4 ■ * 

two legions and a body of horfe, on whom he prevailed, though 
with fome. difficulty, to enter on a new war at a time when they 

flattered themfelves that their labours were ended, and that the re- 
wards they expected were within their reach. With hafty marches 
he arrived on the Euphrates, and pafled that river before the enemy 
were aware of his approach. Tigranes treated the firft reports of 
his coming with contempt, and ordered the perfon who prefumed to 
bring fuch accounts to be puniftied. But being affured, beyond a 
poffibility of doubt, that an enemy was actually on his territories, he 
fent Metrodorus, one of his generals, at the head of a confiderable 
force, with orders to take alive the perfon of Lucullus, whom he 

Vol. II. G was 
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was defirous to fee, but -not to fpare a man of the whole aftoy 
befides. : - r 

"With thefe orders^ the Armenian general fet but on the road 

■ 

by which the Romans Were fuppofed to- advance, and haftened'te 

i f 

meet them. Both armies, on the march, had intelligence of each 

other. Lucullus, upon the approach of the enemy, halted, began 
to intrench, and, in order to gain time, detached Sextilius, with 
about three thoufand men, to obferve- the Armenians, and j if poffible, 

without rifking an at"Kon, to amufe them till his works were com- 
pleted. But fuch was the incapacity and prefumption of the enemy v 

that SextiKus, being attacked by them, gained an entire victory with 

but a part of the Roman army ; Metrodorus himfelf being killed; , 
his army was put To the rout with great flaughter. 

After this victory Lucullus, in order the more effectually to alarm ■ 

and to diltrad the Armenians, feparated his army into three divifions. 
With one he intercepted and difperfed a -body of Arabs, who were 

marching to join the king ; with another he furprifed Tigranes him- 
felf, in a dhadvantageous fituation, and obliged him to fly with the 
Ibis of his attendants, equipage, and the baggage of his army. At 
the head of the third divifion he himfelf advanced to Tigranocerta, . 
and invefted that place. 

After thefe duafters Tigranes made an effort to aflemble the force 
of his kingdom ; and bringing into the field all the troops of his- 

allies, as well as his own, he muttered an army of one hundred 
and fifty thoufand heavy-armed foot, fifty-five thoufand horfe, ana* 
twenty thoufand archers and fiingers. He was advifed by Mithri- 
dates not to rifk a battle, but to lay wafte the country from which 
the Romans were fuppEed with provifions, oblige them to raife the 
fiege of Tigranocerta, and repafs the Euphrates, with the difadvantage 

of having an enemy ftill in force to hang on their rear. This. 

counfel 



•'counfel of MifhtidftteSj fqunded in the experience he had. fo dearly 

bought, was ill fuited to the prefuraptioii of the king. He therefore 

advanced towards the Romans, impatient to relieve his capital, and 

the principal feat of His magnificence. Lucullus, trailing to the 
fpecimens he had already feen of the Armenian forces, Ventured to 

divide his army, and, without raifing the fiege, marched with one divi* 
iion to meet this numerous enemy. In the action that followed, the 

Armenian horfeibeing in the van, were defeated, and driven back 
on. the foot of .their own army, threw them into confufion, and gave 
the Romans an.eafy victory, in which, with very inconfiderable lofs 

tp themfelves, they, made a great flaughter of the enemy. The king 

■ 

himfelf, to avoid being known in his flight, unbound the royal 

diadem from his head, and left it to become a part in the fpoils of 
:the day. \ 

Marisus, who commanded in Tigranoccrta, hearing of his mailer's 
defeat, and fearing a revolt of the Greeks and other foreigners, who 

had been forced to fettle at that place, ordered them to be fearched 

and difarmed. This order they looked on as the prelude to a maf- 
facre, and crowding together, defended themfelves with the ftaves and 
other weapons they -could feize. They furrounded a party that was 

fent to difperfe them, and having by that means got a fupply of arms, 
they took pofleffion of a tower which commanded one of the principal 
gates, and from thence invited the Romans to enter the place. Lu- 

cullus accordingly feized the opportunity, and became mafter of the 
•city. The fpoil was great ; Tigranes having collected here, as at the 

* * 

principal feat of his vanity, the wealth and magnificence* of his court. 

■ • Mithridates,' who had been prefent in the late action, met the king 
of Armenia in his flight-; and, having endeavoured to re-eftablifh 
his equipage and his retinue by a participation of his own, exhorted 
him not to defpair, but to aflcmble a new. force, and to perfift in the 

war. They agreed, at the fame time, on an embafly to the king of 

■G 2 Parthia. 
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Parthia, TOtK offers of reconciliation on the part of Tigranes, who, 
at this time, was at war with that prince, and of fatisfa&idn on the 
fubje&s in conteft between them, provided the Parthiana would join , 

p ■ » * 

in the confederacy againft the Romans. They endeavoured to per- 
fuade the king, that he was by no means an unconcerned fpectator 
in the prefent conteft; that the quarrel which the Romans npw 
had with the kings of Armenia and Pontus, was the fame with 
that which they formerly had with Philip and with Antiochus ; . and 
which, if not prevented, they would foon have with Arfaces, and 

was no other than his being pofleft of a rich territory, which tempted 
their ambition and avarice. Thofe republicans, they faid, originally 
had not any poffeffions of their own, and were grown rich and . great 
only by the fpoils of their neighbours* From their ftrong hold in . 
Italy, they had extended their empire on the Weft to the • coaft of 
the ocean ; and, if not flopped by the powerful monarchies that lay 
in their way, were haftening to reach a fimilar boundary on. the 
Eaft. The king of Parthia, they added, might exped to be in- 
vaded by thefe intertable conquerors, and mull now determine wher 
ther he would engage in a war joined with fuch powerful allies, of 

whom one by his experience, the other by his refources, might 
enable him to keep the danger at a diftance from his own kingdom ^, 

or wait until thefe powers being overthrown, and become an accef-- 
fion to the Roman force, he mould have the conteft to maintain in 
his own territory fingly and unfupported from abroad. To thefe 
reprefentations Ariaces feemed to give a favourable ear, agreed to 
the propofed confederacy, on condition that Mefopotamia, which he 
had formerly claimed, was now delivered up to him. At' the fame 
time he endeavoured to amufe Lucullus with offers of alliance againft 
the king of Armenia. 

t 

" Letter of Mithridates ia the Fragments of Safliifi, 

In 



OF THE ROMAN WEWJiBhlC. I rr 



4* 




:In ( thisxonjiin&ure it probably was* that Lucullns, in the appre-' C'H-A'R 
henfion of being fuperfeded and deprived of the 'honour -of termii* 
nating the wa*v made his report that the 'kingdom of 'Mithridatefc' 
was noW ■ in his poiTeffion, and that the kingdom of Tigpanes waa 

alfo in his power; and therefore, that the Senate mouldy inftead of 
a fucceflbr, fend the ufual commiffion to fettle the form of the pro*: 
vince, and to make a proper eftablifliment to preferve the territories 
which he had: already fubdued. But after thefeireprefentations were 

difpatchedj it became apparent that the king of Parthia had deceived' 
him with falfe profeflions, while he actually made great progrefs in 
his treaty with the kings of Armenia and Pontus, and meant to fup- 
port them with all his force. In refentment of this act of treachery* 
and '• to prevent the effects of it, Lucullus propofed to carry the war 
into Parthia ; and, for this purpofe, ordered the legions that were 

Rationed in Pontus to march without delay into Armenia. 

. Thefe troops, however, already tired of the fervice, and fufpecting 
that they were intended for fome diftant and hazardous enterprife, broke.' 
out into open mutiny, and refufed to obey their officers. This example 
was foon afterwards followed by other parts of the army ; and the 
general was obliged to confine his operations to the kingdom of Ar- 
menia.; He endeavoured, by pafling the mountains near to the fources 
of the Euphrates and the Tigris, to penetrate as far as Artaxata, the 
capital of the kingdom. By this march he forced Tigranes once 

more to hazard a battle, and obtained a victory ; but his own army, 
notwithftanding their fuccefs, were fo much difcouraged with the 

change of climate, which they experienced in afcending the moun- 
tains of Armenia, and with the early and fevere approach of winter. 

in thofe high lands, that they again mutinied, and obliged their gene- 
ral to change the plan of his operations. He turned his march to. 
the fouthward, fell down on Mefopotamia, and, after a fhort fiege, 

made himfelf matter of Nifibis, a rich city in that territory, where, 

with 
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B 0 0 £ with ot^o- captives, he took Gufa$, brother to the kirig, who com- 
l maaded in the place. 

Here, however, the mutinous fpirit ftill continuing to i operate in 

the Roman army, it began to appear, that the general, who had fo 
often overcome the kings of Pontus and Armenia, was better quali- 
fied to contend with an enemy, than to win or to preferve the good- 
will of his own troops. A report being fpread that he .was foon to . 
be recalled, he, from that moment, loft the fm all remains of his 

authority; the legions deferted their colours, and treated, with con- 
tempt or indifference, all the attempts lie made to retain them. 
This mutiny began in that part of the army, which, having been 

tranfported into Afia, under the command of Valerius Flaccus, had 
mnrdered this general, to put themfelves under the command .of 

Fimbria, and afterwards deferted their new leader to join with Sylla. 

Such crimes, under the late unhappy divifions of the republic, either 

remained unpuniihed, or were ftated as merits with the party in 
whofe favour the crime was committed. Thefe legions, however,- 
were, by Sylla, who was not willing to employ fuch inftruments, or 

to intruft his own, or the fate of the commonwealth in fuch hands, 

left in Afia, under pretence of fecuring the province ; and they 
accordingly made a confiderable part in the armies fuccefRvely com- 
manded by Murena and by Lucullus. The difpofition which they 
now fhewed, and that of the whole army, to diforder and mutiny^ 

was greatly excited by the factious fpirit of Publius Clodius, the re- 
lation of Xucullus, who, having himfelf taken offence at the , ge- 
neral, gave this fpecimen of his future conduct in the State, by en- 
deavouring to ftir up rebellion among the troops. " We who 
•** have already undergone fo many hardfhips," he faid, " are (till 

* kept on foot to efcort the camels that carry the treafures of ourgene- 

~" ral, and made to purfue, without end, a couple of barbarous, princes, 
'" that lead us over defarts, or uncultivated waftes, while the fol- 

* « . diers 



>-• OF-: THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. 

* diers of Pompey, after a few campaigns in Spain, or in Italy, are 
w enjoying the fruits of their labour in comfortable, fettlements, pro* 

w cured by the favour of their leader.-" 

'Lucullus was fo much aware o£ the decline of his authority,, 
that he did not chufe to expofe it, by attempting to effect even* 
a mere change of pofition.. He hoped, that while he iflued 

no orders of any moment,, the refolution of his army not tor- 
obey him might remain a fecret to the enemy.. This ftate 

of his affairs, however, foon became known to Mithridates, and 

filled him with, hopes of being able to recover his kingdom. 

That he might not fuffer the opportunity to efcape him, he fell 
back into Pontus, with what troops he had then under his com- 
mand, and, by his authority and influence over his own fubjects, 
foon augmented his force, penetrated among the fcattered quar- 
ters of the Romans, who were left to occupy the country, and fepa- 
rately furprifed or deftroyed confiderable bodies of their troops. 
Among thefe, he attacked and defeated Fabius, the officer who was 
trufted with the general command in that kingdom; and though now 

turned of feventy, expofed his ownperfon in the action, and received 
a wound which flopped him in the purfuit, and by that means pre- 
vented the full effect of his victory* 

Lucullus, being informed of what had paffed in Pontus, had 

influence enough with the army to put them in motion towards 

that kingdom with fome appearance of order ; but before his arrival, 

Mithridates had fhut up Fabius in Cabira, and defeated Triarius with 
confiderable flaughter. Here again the old man was wounded ; 
and, to fatisfy the army that he was not dead, was raifed up into 

yiew, and remained in fight of the army while his wound was- 

dreffed. In this laft defeat the Romans loft twenty-four legionary 
Tribunes, one hundred and fifty Centurions, and feven thoufand 
men. 
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It was not doubted, however, that LucuHus, on his arrival) if 
the army had been difpofed to ad under him, would have been able 

foon to retrieve his affairs : but he was at this time fuperfeded ; and 
it was known in the army, that Acilius Glabrio was fet out from 
Rome to affume the command. The legions therefore, under pre- 
tence that Lucullus was no longer their general, and that they them- 
felves, by a decree of the People, had received their dtfrniflion, re- 
fiifed to obey him ; and the men of his army, in great numbers, 
actually took the route of Cappadocia on their return to Italy. 

This was the ftate of affairs when the commiffioners, who, upon 
the report of Lucullus, had been fent by the Senate to fettle the 

kingdom of Pontus in the form of a province, actually arrived. 

They found the Proconful deftitute of power in his own camp, and 

Mithridates, whom they believed to be vanquifhed, again mafter of 

his own kingdom, and joining to the experience of old age all the 

ardour and enterprife of youth 

The Roman army in Afia, as a prelude to their prefent defection, 
had been taught to upbraid the pariimony of their own general by 
a comparifon with the liberality and munificence of Pompey, and 
in this comparifon fhowed a difpofition to change their leader, which, 
it is not doubted, Pompey, by his intrigues, and with the aid of his 
agents, greatly encouraged. He could in reality ill brook the private 
ftation to which, by his late oath, in entering on the Confulate, he 
had bound himfelf. He ftudied to fupport the public opinion of his 
importance, and wifhed for an occafion to derive fome advantage from 
it; but nothing had occurred for two years that was worthy of 
the high diftin&ion to which he afpired. The command in Afia he 
coveted the more, that it was fecured to Lucullus by the fplendor of 
bis own fucceffes, and by the unanimous judgment of the Senate 

21 Appian. Bell. Mijhridat. Plutarch, in Lucullo. Dio Caffius. 
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and Noblcd, who knew hie faithful attachment to their order* and hit G 

fidelity to the ariftocratical part of the conftittitien. The difficulties 
In that fefvice' were 'over, and nothing but the glory of terminating 
the war remained. Pompey, either from envy to Lucullus, or from 

4 

a defign to open a way to this glory for himfelf, contributed to the 

nomination of Glabrio, and to the nomination of the Praetots, who 
were ,fent with feparate commands into «the provinces of Afia and 
By thinks If, upon this change, the war mould become unfuccefsful, 
or languifh, he had hopes to be called for by the general voice of 

die People, as the only perfoh fit to bring it to a happy conclufion. 

Meantime a project was ftarted, which was likely to /place him near 
to this fcene of action^ and to facilitate his removal, if judged expe- 
dient,, to the command of the army in Pontus. 
• The pirates {till continued to infeft the feas,- and were daHy rifing 

in their preemption, and increasing in their ftrength. They re- 
ceived continual acceffion9 of numbers from thbfej who* by the utifettled 
ftate of Afiaj were forced to join them for fubfiftence* The impu- 
nity which they enjoyed durmgtfeb diftracliohs of the Roman cdiri- 
monwealth, and the profits they made by their depredations encou- 

raged many who frequented the feas to engage in the" fame way of fife. 
They had been chaced, and numbers of them taken by M. Anto- 

nius the orator, by Servilius Ifauricus, and,- laft of all, by C. Ahto 1 - 
nius, the father of him who, in the capacity of Triumvir, is to be- 
come fo conspicuous in the fequel of this hrftory. But they had 
their retreats ; and, upon the leaft remiffion of -vigilance in the Ro- 
man officers, they again multiplied apace, put to fea in formidable 
ftfuadrons, and emharked fuch .numbers of men, as not only en- 
abled them to fcour- the feas, but likewife to make defcents on 
the coafts, to enter harbours, deftroy fhipping, and pillage the 
maritime towns. They even ^ventured to appear off the mouth 
of the Tiber, and to plunder the town of Qftia. All the coafts of 
Vol. II. H the 
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2 0 0 K {ht empire were open to their depredations. The Roman magiftrates 
' r ' were made prifoners in palling to and from their provinces ; and 

citizens of every denomination, when taken by them, were forced to 
pay ranfom, kept in captivity, or put to death. The mpply of pro- 

vifions to Italy was rendered extremely difficult, and the price in propor- 
tion enhanced. Every report on thefe fubje&s was exaggerated by 

the intrigues of Pompey, who perceived, in this occafion of public 

diftrefs, the object of a new and extraordinary commiflion to himfelf. 

Frequent complaints having been made, and frequent deliberations 
held on this fubjedi in the Senate, Gabinius, one of the Tribunes, 
atlaft propofed, that fome officer of Confularrank fliould be vefted, 

during three years, with abfolute powers, in order to put an effec- 
tual flop to thefe outrages, and to eradicate the caufe of them, fo as 
to fecure for the future the inhabitants of the coaft, as well as to pro- 
tect the navigation of the feas. As Gabinius was known to be in 
concert with Pcrapey, the defign of the proposition was manifcft ; 
and it was received in the Senate with a general averfion. " For 
u this," it was faid, " Pompey has declined the ordinary turn of 
" Conlular duty upon the expiration of his office, that he might 
" lie in wait for extraordinary and illegal appointments." Gabinius 
being threatened with violence if he mould perfift in his motion, 

thought proper to withdraw from the alterably. 

A report was immediately fpread in the city, that the perfon of 
the Tribune Gabinius had been actually violated ; multitudes aflem- 
bled at the doors of the Senate-houfe, and great diforders were likely 
to follow ; it was judged prudent for the Senate to adjourn j and 
the members, dreading fome infult from the populace, retired by 
feparate ways to their own houfes. Gabinius, without farther re- 
gard to the diflent of the Senate, prepared to carry his motion to 
the People ; but the other nine Tribunes were inclined to oppofe 
him. Trcbeliius and Rofcius, in particular, promifed, by their ne- 
gative, 
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gative, to put a flop to any farther proceedings on that bufinefs. 
Pompey, in the mean time, with a diflimulation which conftituted part 
of his character, affected to difapprove of the motion, and to decline 
the cpmmiflion with which it was propofed to veft him. He had 

recourfe to this affectation, not merely as the fitteft means on the 
prefent occafion to difarm the envy of the Nobles, and to confirm the 
People in their choice ; but ftill more as a manner, of proceeding which 
fuited his own difpofition, no lefs defuous to appear forced and courted 
into high fituations, than felicitous to gain and to hold them. He 
thus provoked the citizens of his own rank, no lefs by the mallow 
arts which he practifed to impofe on the public, than by the ftate 
which he affumed. He could fcarcely expect to find a fupport 
in the order of Nobles, and leaft of all among thofe who were 
likely to become the perfonal rivals of his fortune in the common- 
wealth : and yet it is mentioned, that Julius Cxfar, now about two- 
and-thirty years of age, and old enough . to diftinguifh his natural 
antagonifts in the career of ambition, took part with the creatures of 
Pompey on this occafion. He was difpofed to court the People, and 

to oppofe the ariftocracy ; either of which principles may explain his 
conduct in this inftance. He had himfelf already incurred the dif- 
pleafure of the Senate, but more as a libertine than as a difturber of 
the State, in which he had not hitherto taken any material part. 
In common with the youth of his time, he difliked the Senators, 
on account of the remaining aufterity of their manners, no lefs 
than the inferior people difliked them on account of their ariftocra- 

tical claims to prerogative. But whatever we may fuppofe to have 

been his motives, Csefar, even before he feemed to have formed 
any ambitious defigns of his own, was ever ready to abet thofe of 
every defperate adventurer who counteracted the authority of the 
Senate, or fet the orders of government at nought ; and feemed 

to be actuated by a fpecies of inftinct, which fet him at variance 

H 2 with 
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BOOK with thofe forms of a civil nature, which checked the licence of 

On the day on which the queftion on the motion of Gabinius 
was to be put to the People, Pompey appeared in the Comitwm ; 
and, if we may judge from the fpeech which is afcribed to him, 
employed a diffi ovulation and artifice fomewhat too groft even for a 
popular aflembly. He took occafion to thank the- People for the 

honours be had fo often received; but complained, that, having al- 
ready toiled fo much m the public fervice, he ftill mould be deftined 

for new labours. tt You have forgotten," he faid, " the dangers I 
" encountered, and the fatigues I underwent, while yet almoft a 
K boy, in the war with Cinna, in the wars in Sicily and in Africa,. 

u and what I fuffered in Spain, before I was honoured with any 
a magiftracy, or was of age to have a place in the Senate. But I 
v mean not to accuie you of ingratitude ; on the contrary, I have 
** been fully repaid. Your nomination of me to conduct the war 
tt with Sertorius, when every one elfe declined the danger, I con- 
* fider as a favour ; and the extraordinary triumph you beftowed in 
u confequence of it, as a very great honoun But I muft entreat 
u you to confider, that continued application and labour exhauft the 
u powers of the mind as well as thofe of the body. Truft not to 
w my age alone, nor imagine that I am ftill a young man, merely 
" becaufe my number of years is fhort of what others have attained, 
u Reckon my fervices and the dangers to which I have been expofed ; 

" they will exceed the number of my years, and fatisfy you, that 
" I cannot longer endure the labours and cares which are now 
" propofed for me. But if this be not granted me, I muft beg 
tt of you to confider what loads of envy fuch appointments are 
" likely to draw upon me from men, whofe difpleafure, I know,, 

** Zonaras, An. lib. x. c. 3. 

« you 
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w you neither da, nor ought to regard, although to me their envy CHAP. 
" would be a great misfortune : and I confefs, that, of all the diffi- 
culties and dangers of war, I fear nothing fo much as this- TV 
u live? with -envious perfons; to be called to aecount for mifcaniage, 
" if one fails in public affairs ; to be envied, if one fucceeds ; who 
w would chufe to be employed' on fuch conditions? For thefe, and 
w many other reafons, I pray you to leave me at reft ; leave me to 
M the care of my family, and of my private affairs. As for (he pre- 
" fent fervice, I pray you to chufe, among thofe who defire the em- 
u ployment,, fome proper perfon ; among fo many, you cannot fure- 
M ly be at a lofs. I am not the only perfon that loves you, or that 
" has experience in military affairs. There are many, whofe names, , 
w to avoid the imputation of flattery, I will not mention." 

* 

To this fpeech Gabinius replied ; and, affecting to believe the fin— 
cerity of Pompey's declarations, obferved, that it was agreeable to 

the character of this great man, neither to defire com 
rafhly to accept of what was preffed upon him. " They who are 

" bed able to furmount difficulties," he faid, " are likewife leaft 

" inclined to engage in them. But it is your bufinefs, fellow-citi- 
" zens, to confider, not what is agreeable to Pompey, but what is 

<( neceflary to your own affairs ; not to regard thofe who court you 
" for offices, but thofe who are fit to difcharge the duties of them. 
" I wifti we had many perfons of this defcnption, befides the man I. 
w have propofed to your choice. Did we not all wifh for fuch per- 
" fons likewife, when we fearched among the young and the old for 
" fome one whom we could oppofe to Sertorius, and found none 
" but himfelf ? But wiflies cannot avail us; we muft take men as . 
" they are ; we cannot create them. If there be but one man formed.: 1 
" for our purpofe, with knowledge, experience, and good fortune,., 
" we muft lay hold of him, and feize him, if neceflary,., even by 

" force. Compuliion . here is expedient and honourable for both\ 

<k parties 
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" parties ; for thofe who employ it, becaufe it is to find them a 

" perfon who can conduct their affairs ; for him who fuffers it, 

" becaufe he is to have an opportunity of ferving his country, an 
" object for which no good citizen will refufe to expofe his perfon, 

" or to facrifice his life. 

" Do you think that Pompey, while yet a boy, was fit to command 
u armies, to protect your allies, to reduce your enemies, to extend 

" your empire ; but that now in the prime of life, ripe in wif- 
" dom and experience, he can ferve you no longer ? You em- 
" ployed the boy, you fuffer the man to be idle. When a private 
" citizen of Equeftrian rank, he was fit for war and affairs of ftate ; 
" now he is a Senator, he is fit for nothing ! Before you had any 
" trial of him, you made choice of him for the moft important truft ; 
" now that you have experience of his ability^ of his conduct, and 
" of his fuccefs, you heiitate. Is the prefent occafion Iefs preffing 

# 

" than the former ? Is the antagonift of Sertorius not fit to contend 
" with pirates ? But fuch abfurdities cannot be received by the Ro- . 
" man People. As for you, Pompey, fubmit to the will of your 

j 

" fellow-citizens. For this you was born, for this you was edu- 

" cated. I call upon you as the property of your country j I call 
" upon you as its defence and fafe-guard ; I call upon you to lay 
" down your life, if neceffary. This I know, if your country re- 
" quire it, you will not, you cannot refufe. 

" But it is ridiculous to accoft you in this manner ; you, who 
" have proved your courage and your love to your country in fo 
' ; many and fuch arduous trials. Be ruled by this great affembly. 
" Delpife the envy of a few, or ftudy the more to defers e the ge- 
" neral favour. Let the envious pine when they hear of your 
" actions, it is what they deferve. Let us be delivered from the 

" evils that furround us, while you proceed to end your life as you 
" began it, with fuccefs and with glory." 

When 
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When Gabinius had fmifhed his fpeech, Trebellius, another of the c 
Tribunes, attempted to reply ; but fuch a clamour was immediately 
raifed by the multitude that he could not be heard. He then, by the 
authority of his office, forbad the queftion; and Gabinius inftantly 
propofed to have the fenfe of the Tribes, Whether Tribellius had not 
forfeited the character of Tribune ? Seventeen Tribes were of this 
opinion, and the eighteenth would have made the majority, when 
Trebellius thought proper to withdraw his negative. Rofcius, an- 
other of the Tribunes, intimated by figns (for he could not be heard) 
that a fecond fhould be joined with Pompey in this commifllon. 

But the clamour was renewed, and the meeting likely to end in riot 
and violence. Then all oppofition to the motion was dropt. In this 
ftate of affairs, Gabinius, trufting that, in the prefent humour of the 
People, no man would dare to oppofe the meafure, and wifhing to 
increafe the honour of Pompey's nomination, by the feeming con- 
currence of fome of the more refpeelable citizens, called upon Ca- 

tulus, who was then firft on the roll of the Senate, to deliver his 
opinion, and led him up into the roftra for this purpofe. 

This citizen, by the equability of his conduct:, and by his moderation 
in fupport of the ariftocracy had great authority even with the oppofite 
party. He began his fpeech to the People with profeffions of public zeal, 
which obliged him to deliver with plainnefs what he thought was con- 
ducive to their good, and which intitled him to a deliberate hearing, 
before they fhould pronounce on the merits of what he was about to 
deliver. " If you liften," he faid, " fomething may ftill be offered 
" to inform your judgment ; if you break forth again into diforders 
" and tumults, your capacity and good under/landing will avail you 
" nothing. I muft begin with declaring my opinion, that powers 
" fo great, and for fo long a time, as are now propofed for Pompey, 
" fliould not be committed to any fingle citizen, 

3 " The 
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K The precedent is contrary to law, and in itfelf, in the higheft 
" degree, dangerous to the State. Whence came the ufurpations of 
" Marius, but from the habit of continued command; from his 
" being put at the head of every army, entrufted with every war, 

M ind no lefs than fix times re-elected Conful in the fpace of a few 
" years? What inflamed to fuch a degree the arrogant fpirit of 
" Sylla, but the continual command of armies, and the continual 
" power of Dictator ? Such is human nature, that, in age as well as 
u in youth, we are debauched with power ; and if inured for any 

" time to. ad as fuperiors, we cannot fubmit afterwards to the equal 

" and moderate ftation of citizens. 

" I fpeak not with any particular reference to Pompey ; I fpeak 
" what the law requires, and what I am fure is for your good. If 
" high office and command be an honour, every one who has pre- 
* tenfions fiiould enjoy them in his turn ; if they be a load or a 

" burden, every one ought to bear his part. Thefe are the laws of 
" juftice and of republican government. By obferving them, republics 
" have an advantage over every other flate* By employing many 
" men in their turns, they educate and train many citizens for the 
" public fervice, and have numbers amongft whom they may chufe 
" the fitteft to ferve on every particular emergence. But if we fuffer 
" one or a few to engrofs every office of public fervice or ptiblic 
" truft, the lift of thofe who are qualified for any fnch truft will de- 

w creafe in proportion. If we nlways employ the fame perfon in 

" every public fervice, we fhall foon have no other perfon to employ; 
« Why were we fo much at a lofs for experienced commanders when 
M Sertorius appeared to threaten Italy with an invafion? Becaufe 
" command, for a confiderable time before that period, had been en- 
" grofled by a few, and thofe few alone had any experience. ;A1- 

M though, therefore, I have the higheft opinion of PompeyV abilities 

4 • " -for 
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* c for this fervice, I muft prefer to* his pretentions the public utility 
%t and the exprefs declaration of the laws. 

" You annually elect Confuls and Praetors : to what purpofe ? to 
tc ferye the State ? or to carry for a few months the enfigns of power ? 
" If to ferve the State, why name private perfons with unprecedented 
" commiflions to perform what your magiftrates are either fit to per- 
w form, or are not fit to have been elected? 

" If there be any uncommon emergency that requires more than 
w the ordinary exertions of government, the conftitution has provided 

" an expedient. You may name a Dictator. The power of this 

" officer has no bounds, but in refpect to the place in which it is to 

" be exercifed, and to the time during which it is to laft. It is 

" to be exercifed within the limits of Italy, where alone the vitals 

" of the State can be expofed to any great or prefling attack ; it is 

" limited to fix months, a fufficient period in which to remove the 

" caufe of any fudden alarm. . But this unlimited power, which is 
" now proppfed for fo long a time, and over the whole empire, muft 
" end in calamities, fuch as this and other nations have fuffered 
u from the ambition and usurpation of arbitrary and feditious men. 

" If you beftow unlimited power by fea and by land on a fingk 
" man, in what manner is he to exercife his power ? Not by him- 
" felf in perfon, for he cannot be every where prefent ; he muft 
" have lieutenants or fubftitutes who act under his orders. He can- 
u not even attend to what is paffmg at once in Egypt and in Spain, 
" in Africa, Syria, and in Greece. If fo, then why may not thofc 
" whoare to ad be officers named by you, and not by any interme- 
u diate perfon ; accountable to you, and not to another ; and in the 
" dangers they run, animated with the profpectof honour to them- 
" felves, not to a perfon who is unneceifarily interpofed .between 
*' them and their country ? Gabinius propofes to inveft this officer 
" with authority to name many lieutenants; I pray you confider, 

• Vx)L. II. I " whether 
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* °rtP * "~ whether thefe officers ftfculd depend upon any intermediate perfon, 

w or upon yourfelves alone ? and whether there be fufficieht ck'ufe to 
u fuipead all the legal powers, and to fttperfede all the ina£lftrates in 



" the commonwealth^ and all the governors of provinces in every 
" part of your empire, in order to make war on pirates ?" 

So much of what Catulus is fuppofed to have delivered oh this 
occafion is preferved among the fragments of Dion Caffius. It is 
mentioned by others, that the audience expreffed their good-will and 



refpe& for this Senator in a compliment which they paid to him, 

probably near the dofe of his fpeech, when urging fom'e of his 
former arguments, he a&ed, " If this man to whom alone, by thus 
u employing him in every fervice, you give an opportunity of 
u learning the profeffion of a ftatefmati or foldier, ihould fall, to 
whom will you next have reconrfe?" The People anfwered, with 



a general acclamation, To yourfelf % \ They revered, for a moment, 
(he candour and ability of this eminent citizen^ but could not with- 
ftand the arts of Pompey, and the tide of popularity, which then ran 
fo much in his favour. 

This day being far fpent in debate, another day was appointed in 
which to colled the votes, when a decree paffed to veft Pompey 
with the fupreme command over all the fleets and armies of the re- 
public, in every fea without difiin&ion or limit, and on every coaft 
within four hundred ftadia, or fifty miles of the more. This com- 
miffion took place in Italy, and extended throughout every province, 

during three years from the time of paffing the edict 

As Pompey owed thefe extraordinary powers intirely to the Tri- 
bune Gabinius, he intended to have employed him next in command 
to himfelf ; but the law which excluded the Tribunes from fucceed- 
ing to any fuch commands, in the firft year after the expiration of 
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their office, flood in the way of this choice; and Pompey did not C A. A 
perfift in it, - " v 

Upon the publication of an edift invefting an officer of fuch renown 
with fo high powers for reftoring the navigation of the feas, corn 
a/id every, other- article of importation at Rome confiderably fell 
in, their price. The friends of Porapey already triumphed in the fuc- 
cefs pf their meafure, and he himfelf foon after, notwithstanding the 
meannefs of the enemy oppofed to him, gained much credit by the 
rapid, decifive and effectual meafures he took to obtain the end of 
his. appointment. Although it was the middle of winter, a feafon 
too rough, even in the Mediterranean, for fuch flapping as was then 
in ufe, he gave orders to arm and put to fea as many veffels as could 
be collected on. every part of the coaft. In. a little time he had re- 

■ 

turns of two hundred and; feventy gallies fit for. fervice, one hundred 
and twenty thoufand foot, and fourthoufand horfe embodied, on the 
coafts to which his command extended. That the pirates might be 
every where attacked at once, and find no refuge by changing their 
ufual places of retreat, he divided the maritime parts of the empire 
into feparate diftricts, appointed lieutenants with full powers in each, 
afligned their ftations, and allotted their quotas of /hipping and 
troops. He himfelf, with a fquadron of fixty mips, propofed to vifit 
every quarter, and to give his prefence where it mould be moft re- 
quired. He began with the coafts of Spain and Gaul, and the feas 
of Sardinia and Corfica ; and in paffing from thence, while the fleet 

coafted round the peninfula of Italy, he himfelf went on more, and 
travelled by land to meet them at Brundifium. In this journey, upon 
his approach to Rome, he enjoyed, in all refpe£ts, the ftate of a great 
monarch, was received with acclamations by the People, and was 

courted by multitudes of every condition who went forth to receive 
him. All his complaints and reprefentations were received as com- 
mands. The Conful Pifo, being fuppofed not to forward his levic-i 

I 2 with 
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K with fuflicient alacrity, would have been degraded, if Pompey himfelf 
had not interpofed to prevent a morion which the Tribune Gabinius- 

intended to make for this purpofe. 

The fleet being arrived at Brundifium, Pompey haftened to joitt 
it, and from thence paffed by the Rations of his feveral lieutenants in 
the fea-ports of Macedonia and Greece, to the coafts of Pamphylia 

and Cilicia, which were the principal refort of the pirates. Such 

of thefe banditti, as he took in his way, were treated with mildnefs; 
and this circumftance, together with the great preparations which* 
were reported from every quarter to be making againft them,, with 
the finall hopes they had of being able to efcape, induced them,, 
in great numbers, to furrender themfelves. In the bay of Ci- 
licia he found a fquadron of their mips affembled, and ready to 

cover the harbours at which they had been accuftomed to collect their 
ftores, and to lodge their booty. They feparated, however, upon-: 
his appearance, took refuge in different creeks of that mountainous, 
coaft, and afterwards furrendered at difcretion, delivering up all the, 
forts they had erected, with all their ftores of timber, cordage, and- 
fails, of which they had made a confiderable provifion. 
By thefe means the war was finiihed about the middle of fummer,. 

fix months after the nomination of Pompey to this command. In . 
that time feventy-two gallies were funk, three hundred and fix were, 
taken, and a hundred and twenty piratical harbours or ftrong-holds . 
on fhore were deftroyed. Ten thoufand of the pirates were killed, 
in action, and twenty thoufand,. who had furrendered themfelves,. 

remained prifoners at the end of the war. Thefe Pompey, , having 
fufEciently deprived of the means of returning to their former way 
of life, tranfplanted to different parts of the continent, where the 
kte or prefent troubles, by thinning the inhabitants, had made room . 
for them. Upon this occafion he repeopled the city of Soli in Ci- 
licia* which had been lately laid wafte,. and forcibly emptied cf its, 

4 inhabitants 
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Inhabitants by Tigranes, to. replenifh his newly eftablifhed capital of C 
Tigranocerta in Armenia. After this re-eftabliftiment of Soli, the 
place, in honour of its reftorer, came to be known by the name 
of Pompeiopolis *\ 

Whilft Pompey was thus employed in difpofing of the pirates on • 
the coaft of Cilicia, he received a meflage from Lappa in the ifland . 

■ 

of Crete, now befieged by Metellus, intimating that the people of 

i * 

this place,, although they held out againft Metellus, were willing to 

furrender to Pompey. This fort of preference implying eftimation 
and popular regard, was one of the temptations which Pompey was 
fuppofed unable to refill ; he accordingly, without confulting with 
Metellus, fent an officer to receive the furrender of Lappa. 

Metellus had now been near two years in the ifland of Crete, had '. 
almoft entirely reduced it, and had a near profped of that tri- 
umph, which he afterwards actually obtained, with the title of Cre-r • 

ticus, , on -account of this conqueft. Pompey's commiffion, as com-- 
mander in chief of all the fea and land forces of Rome within fifty 
miles of the coaft, no doubt, extended to this ifland ; but it was juftly . 
reckoned invidious to interfere in the province of a Proconful, whofe ' 

appointment preceded, his own.. And this ftep revived all the former 
imputations againft him, that he confidered himfelf as every one's . 
fuperior, ftrove to fupprefs every growing fame, and threw his perfonal 
confideration as a bar in the way of every rifing merit. Metellus, . 
ft'ung with refentment, and trufting to the fupport of the Senate, . 
ventured to contemn his orders even after Octavius, who had been 

lent by Pompey to take the inhabitants of Lappa under his. pro- 
tection, had entered the town, and in his name commanded Metel- 
lus to defift from the attack of a place already in pofleflion of the 
Romans. He neverthelefs continued the fiege, forced the .town 
to furrender, and threatening to treat Octavius himfelf as a rebel, 

14 Dion. CaiEus, lib. xxxvi. c. 20. 
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obliged him to leave the ifland. The Senate, without otherwife 
deciding the controverfy which was likely to arife oa this fubie£L 
afterwards acknowledged Metellus as the conqueror of CretQ, and de- 
creed him a triumph in that capacity ,5 , 

The difpute, however, at this time, might have led to, difagree- 
able confequences, if Pompey, while he was preparing to pafs into 
Crete againft Metellus, had not found another object of more im- 
portance to his plan of greatnefs Lucullus had always appeared 
to him a more formidable rival in power and confideration than Me-, 



tellus, and the war in Pontus and Armenia likely to furnifli a more 
ample field of glory than the deftru&ion of pirates. 

Mithridates, though once nearly vanquifhed, was, by means of 
the diftracHons which, commmunicating from the popular factions 



— i 

at Rome, had infe&ed the army of Lucullus, enabled to renew the 
war with frefh vigour. Knowing that the Roman general was no : 

longer obeyed, he not only returned, as has been mentioned, into 
his own kingdom, but, together with Tigranes, began to acTt on the. 

offenfive, and made excurfions even into Cilicia. Acilius Glabrio, 

the Proconful appointed to fucceed in the command of the Roman 
army, hearing the bad ftate of affairs, flopped fhort in Bithynia,and 

even refufed to furnifli Lucullus with the reinforcements he had 
brought from Italy. In thefe circumftances the province of Afia, 
likely to become a principal fource of revenue to the commonwealth, 
was in imminent danger of being wrefted from their hands. The 
friends of Pompey feized the opportunity to obtain a farther enlarge- 
ment of his powers. Manilius, one of the Tribunes, in concert 
with Gabinius, moved the People to extend his commiflion to the 
provinces of Phrygia, Bithynia, Cappadocia, and Pontus ; and of 
courfe to commit the war in Armenia and Pontus to his direction, 

15 Lit. Epit. Plutarch, in Pompeio. Dion. Caff. lib. xxxv. 
Dion. CalT. lib. xxxvi. c. 28. 
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Tins niotlbh was fffehiic 



all the principal members of the Senate. It was fupported by Marcus 



TuHius Cicero and by Caius Julius Cxfar, who both intended, on this 
occafion, to court the popular party, by efpbufing the caufe of a per- 
fon fo mucli in favour with the People. 

Cicero was one of the firft of the Romans who refted his con- 

? 

f 

fideration intirely on civil accomplilhments, and who became great 
by the fervices he was qualified to render his friends in a civil ca- 

pacity, without any pretenfions to the merit of a ibldier. The cha- 
racier of a pleader was become one of the moft powerful recom- 

4 

mendati'ons to public notice, and one of the fureft roads to confe- 
rence and civil preferments. Cicero, with a fine genius and great 
'application, was fuppofed to excel all who had gone .before him 
in this line of purfuit. His talents were powerful inftruments in 
his own hands ; they rendered him neceffary to others, and procured 
him the cburtfhip of every party in its turn. He was underftood 
to favour the airiftocracy, and was inclined to fupport the Senate, as 
the great bulwark of the State, againft the licence of the populace, 
and th'e violence of factious leaders. But being now Praetor, with a 
hear profpec~t of the Confulate, he facrificed much to his ambition in 
the purfirit of preferments, which were new in his family, and which 
the antient nobility were difpofed to envy him. His fpeech, upon 
the motion of Manilius, was the firft he had ever made in a political 
character : it is ftill extant, and does more honour to his talents as a 
pleader, than to his fteadinefs in fupport of the conftitution and go- 
vernment of his country l \ He turned afide, by artful evafions, the 
wife councils of Hortenfius and Catulus ; and, under pretence of 
fetting forth the merits of Pompey, and of ftating precedents in his. 
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nonrs which they themfelves had already conferred on this object of 
their favour. 

"With fuch able advocates, in a caufe to which the People were 

already fo well difpofed, the intereft of Pompey could not mifcarry; 
and an addition was accordingly made to his former commiflion, by 
which he became in reality fovereign of the fa ire ft part of the em- 
pire. Upon the arrival of this news in Cilicia, where he then ^ae, he 

affected furprife and difpleafure. " Are my enemies," he faid, " never 
%i to give me any refpite from war and trouble ?" He had talents, un- 
doubtedly, fufficient to fupport him in the ufe of means lefs indirect ; 
"but a difpofition to artifice, like every other ruling paffion, will ftifle 
"the plainefl fuggeftions of reafon, and feems to have made him forget, 
on the prefent occafion, that his own attendants at Ieaft had common 
penetration. They turned away from the farce which he acted with 

'fhame and difguft ,s ; and he himfelf made no delay in mowing the 

avidity with which he received what he thus affected to diflike ; laid 
afide all thoughts of other bufinefs ; immediately difpatched his or- 
ders to all the provinces that were now fubjected to his power ; and, 
without paffing his mandates through the hands of Lucullus, fum- 
moned Mithridates, then with an army of between thirty and forty 
thoufand men on the frontier of Pontus, to furrender himfelf at dif- 

cretion. This prince, being then in treaty with Phraates, who had 
lately fucceeded his father Arfaces in the kingdom of Paithia, and 
being in expectation of a powerful fupport from that quarter, refufed 
to liften to this imperious meffage : being difappointed in his hopes 
of afliftance from the Parthian?, and finding that Phraates had joined 
in a league with his enemies, he at firft endeavoured to pacify the 
Roman general ; but finding that his advances for this purpofe had 
no effect, he prepared for a vigorous refiftance. 
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Pompey fet out for Pontus, and in his way had an interview with 
Lucullus, who was then in Galatia. They accofted each other at 

iirft with laboured expreflions of refpeft and of compliment on their 
refpe&ive fervices, but ended with difputes and lharp altercations, 
Pompey accufed Lucullus of precipitation, in ftating the kingdom of 
Pontus as a Roman province, while the king himfelf was alive and 
at liberty. Lucullus fufpe&ed that the late mutiny had been fo- 
mented by the emiflaries of Pompey, to make way for his own fuc- 
ceflion to the command. He perfifted in maintaining the propriety 

of the .report which he had made to the Senate, and in which he had 
reprefented the kingdom of Pontus as conquered, and in which he 
had defired that commiffioners Ihould be fent as ufual to fecure the 
poffeifion ; obferved, that no province could be kept, if the troops 
Rationed to preferve it refufed to obey their general ; that if fuch dis- 
orders were made the engine of politics in the competition of candidates 
for office, the republic had worfe confequences to fear than the 
lofs of any diftant province 5 that although the fugitive king had* 
taken advantage of the factions at Rome and in the army, to put 
himfelf again at the head of fome forces, he had not yet recovered 
any confiderable portion of his kingdom, nor been able to difturb 
the commiffioners of the Senate, who were employed in fettling the 
province ; that there was nothing left for a fucceffor, but the invi- 
dious tafk of fnatching at the glory which had been won by another. 

From this conference Pompey entered on the command with many 
indications of animofity to Lucullus; he fufpended the execution 
of his orders ; changed the plan of his operations ; remitted the 
punifhments, and recalled the rewards he had decreed to particular 

perfons, in a manner which feemed to juftify the fufpicion of his 
having encouraged the late diforders, fuffering them to pafs with 
impunity ; and treating with the ufual confidence even the legions 
which had refufed to obey the orders of their general. His own 
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authority, however, feemed to be fecured by the animofity of the army 
to their late commander, and by their defire to contraft their own 
condud, and the fuccefs of the war under their prefent leader, with 
that which had taken place under his predeceffor. Finding himfelf, 
therefore, at the head of numerous and well-affe&ed forces, both by 
fea and by land, he lined the whole coaft of the Egean and Euxine 

Sea with his galleys, and, at the head of a great army, advanced in 
fearch. of the enemy. 

Mithridates, upon the approach of Pompey, continued retiring 
before him towards the LefTer Armenia, laid wafte the country 
through which the Roman army was to pafs, and endeavoured to 

diftrefs them by the want of provifions and forage. 

For feveral days fucceflively the armies encamped in fight of each 
other. Mithridates chofe his nations, fo that he could not be fafely 
attacked ; and as his objed was to pafs the Euphrates without being 
forced to a battle, he generally decamped in the night, and, by his 
fuperior knowledge of the country, palTed through ways in which 
the Roman army could not haftily follow without manifeft danger of 

furprize. Pompey, fenfible that, upon this plan of operations, the 
king of Pontus muft effect his retreat, took a refolution to pafs him 
by a forced march, not in the night, but in the heat of the day, 
when the troops of Alia were mod inclined to repofe. If he mould 

fucceed in this defign , and get between their army and the Euphrates, 
he hoped to force them to a battle, or oblige them to change their 
route. He accordingly, on the day. he had chofen for this attempt, 
doubled his march, pafTed the enemy's camp at noon-day unobferved, 
and was a&ually pofted on their route, when they began to decamp, as 
ufual, on the following night. In the encounter which followed, having 
all the advantages of a furprize, and in the dark, againft an army on 
- its march, and little accu domed to order, he gained a decifive vic- 
tory, 
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tory, In which he cut off or dxfperfed all the forces on which the c 
king of Pontus relied for the defence of his kingdom 

Mithridates efcaped with a few attendants ; and, in this extremity, 
propofed to throw hinifelf again into the arms of Tigranes; but was 
refufed by this prince, who was himfelf then attacked by a rebellion 

of his own fon. Upon this difappointment he fled to the northward, 
pafling by the fources of the Euphrates to the kingdom of Colchis, and 

4 

from thence, by the eaftern coafts of the Euxine, to the Scythian Bof- 
phorus, now the Straits of Cofla, in order to take refuge in the Cher- 
fonefus, or Crim Tartary, at Panticap^a, the capital of a kingdom 
which he himfelf had acquired, and which he had bellowed on Ma- 
chares, one of his fons. Upon his prefenling himfelf at this place* 
he found that Machares had long fince abandoned his father's for- 
tunes; and, upon hearing of the ill ftate of his affairs on his firft 
flight from Luciillus into Armenia, had fent, as an offering of peace, 
a golden crown to that general, and fued for the protection of the 
Romans. The father, highly provoked with this acl: of pufillanimity 
or treachery, affembled a force among his Scythian allies, and, deaf 
to all offers of fubmiffion or intreaties of this undutiful fon, dragged 
him from the throne, and either ordered him to be put to death, or 
made his fituation fo painful, that he thought proper to put an end 
to his own life. 

In this manner Mithridates entered anew on the poffeflion of a 
kingdom, in which he had not only a fafe retreat, but likewife the 
means of executing new proje&s of war againft his enemies. By the 
maxims of the Romans, no kingdom was fuppofed to be conquered, 
till the king was either killed, taken, or forced to furrender himfelf ; 

^ ■ 

and Pompey, by this flight of the king of Pontus, found himfelf under 
a neceflity either of purfiiing him into his prefent retreat, or of doing 

■» Dio.Caff. lib.xxxvi. c. 3 i. 
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what he had blamed in Lucullus, by making his report of a conqueft 
before it was fully completed. While he was deliberating on the 
meafures to be taken in thefe circumftances, he was invited by Ti- 

granes, fon to the king of Armenia, then in rebellion againft his 
father, to enter with his army into that kingdom, and to give judg- 
ment on the differences fubfifling between the father and the fon. 

In confequence of this invitation, Pompey marched into Armenia^ 
joined the rebel prince, and, under pretence of fupporting the fon, 

was about to ftrip the father of his kingdom, when this monarch, 

with an excefs of meannefs, proportioned to the prefumption with 

which he had enjoyed his profperity, now refolved to caft himfelf 
intirely upon the vidors mercy. For this purpofe he defired to be 
admitted into Pompey's prefence, and, with a few attendants, pre- 
fented himfelf for this purpofe. Being told, at the entrance of the 
camp, that no ftranger could pafs on horfeback, he difmounted, and 

was conduded on foot to the general's tent. Sill bearing the 
diadem on his head, he took it from thence, and offered to lay it on 
the ground at Pompey's feet ; but was told with great courtefy, that, 
he might refume it ; that,, by fubmitting himfelf to the generofity of 
the Romans, he had not loft a kingdom, but gained a faithful ally **«■ 
At the fame time, under pretence of 4 reimburfing the expence of the 
war, a fum of fix thoufand talents, or about one million one hundred 
and twenty-eight thoufand pounds fterling, was exaded from him ; 
and he himfelf, to this great fum which was paid to the State, added 
a gratuity to the army of a talent" to each of the Tribunes, ten minse* 4 
to each of the Centurions, and half a mina XJ to each private man. 

Pompey, in difpofing of the two Armenias, which were now in 

his power, allotted Sophene, or the Leffer Armenia, on the right of 
the Euphrates, to Tigranes the fon, referving Syria and Phoenicia, to 

80 Dio Ca£ lib. xxxn. c 35. Plntarch. in Pompeio. " 93I. 15s. " 32I. 5s. iod. 
** si. 12s. 5§d. Vid. ArbuUuiQt of Anoent Coins. 
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which Antiochus, the laft reprefentative of the Macedonian line, had c 
been reftored by Lucullus, together with Cilicia and Galatia, to the 
difpofal of the Romans. 

Tigranes the father with great fubmiffion acquiefced in this par-- 
tition ; but the fon, who probably expected to have been put in pot • 
feffion of the whole of his fathers kingdom, was greatly difcontented, . 
and, while Pompey was yet in Armenia, entered into a correfpond- 
ence with the king of Parthia, and foliated his affiftance to overturn 
this eftablifhment. On account of thefe practices, whether real or 
fuppofed, the fon was taken into cuftody, carried into Italy, and made 
a part in the ornaments of the vi&or's triumph *\ 

The Roman general, having in this manner difpofed of the king-- 
dom of Armenia, and fecured the permanency of his fettlement by * 
the confinement of the rebel prince, refumed the thoughts of pur-- 
fuing Mithridates into his prefent retreat For this purpofe he left: 
Afranius in Armenia, with a force fufficient to fecure his rear, and 

to prevent any difturbance on this fide of the Euphrates^ He him-- 
felf parted the Araxes, and wintered on the Cyrus, or the Cyrnus, . 
on the confines of Albania and Iberia.-. In the following fummer, . 
having defeated the natives of thofe countries in repeated encounters, . 

he advanced to the mouth of the Phafis, where he was joined by his 
fleet, then plying in the Euxine Sea, under the command of Servilius. 
Here he appears to have deliberated, whether he mould attempt to 
purfue Mithridates any farther ; but upon confideri ng the difficulties 
of the voyage, and of the march along a coaft and a country intirely ■ 
unknown, unfurnifhed with any fafe harbour for his fbips, or even - 
with any means of fubliftence to his army by land, he took his refo- 
lution to return, and to avail himfelf, in the beft manner he was able, .. 
of. the poffeffions which had been abandoned to him by the flight ofV 

» L Plutarch, in Pompeio, ad p. 45 S* . 
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* the king With this refolution he directed his march, by the coaft, 

back into the kingdom of Pontus ; and, finding no refiftance, took 
all his meafures as in a conquered province. At one place he found 
a confiderable treafure, which Stratonice, one of the concubines of 
the king, by whom he had a fon named Xiphares, difclofed to him, 

on condition that, if the chance of war mould throw Xiphares into the 
hands of the conqueror, his life mould be fpared. But this unhappy 

fon was expofed to other dangers befides thofe the mother appre- 
hended. Mithridates, upon hearing of the price which was paid 
for his life, ordered him to be flain. " That woman," he faid, 
" Ihould have likewife bargained with me in favour of her fon." At 
other places the Roman army found the veftiges of great magnifi- 

* 

cence, joined to monuments of fuperftition and of cruelty. They 
found fome produ&icns of an art, in which the king was fuppofed to 
be matter, relating to the compofition of poifons, and of their anti- 
dotes, and fome records of dreams, together with the interpret- 
ations *\ which had been given by his women. 

From Pontus, Pompey, having made a proper difpofition of the 
fleet in the Euxine, to cover the coaft from any attempts which Mi- 
thridates might make from the Bofphorus and oppofite coafts, fet out 
for the kingdom cf Syria, which he now determined to feize in be- 
half cf the Romans. Lucullus had already, agreeably to the policy 
of his country, and under pretence of fetting the Syrians free, 
feparated their kingdom from the other pofleffions of Tigranes : but 
the pretence upon which he acted in this matter being fufficient to 
prevent his feizing upon Syria as a Roman province, he was content 
with reftoring it to Antiochus, the laft pretender of the Macedonian 

■ 

line, who had lived eighteen years in the greateft obfcurity in Cilicia. 
Pompey now propofed to complete the tramadion, by feizing for the 

** Dio. Caff. lib. 57. c. 3. Plutarch, in Pompcio. Appian. in Mithridat. 
? Plutarch, in Pomp. p. 462. 
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Romans themfelves, what the other affe&ed only to reftore to the lawful C 

f 

owner**; and this intended owner now pleaded in vain againft the 
Romans that right of defcent from 'the Macedonian line, which Lu- 
cullus had employed with fo much force to fupplant Tigranes * 5 . 

On the march into Syria Pompey, either in perfon or by his lieu- 
tenants, received the fubmiffion of- all the principalities or diftri&s in 
his way, and made the following arrangements. The Leffer Ar- 
menia, once intended for Tigranes the fon, he gave to Dejotarus, king 
of Galatia iS , who afterwards was long continued on the frontier of 
the empire as a faithful dependant, and with poffeflions which ferved 
as a barrier againft hoftile invafions from that quarter. Paphlagonia 

was given to Attalus and Pylsemenus, who were likewife liberal tri- 
butaries to the Roman officers, and vigilant guards on the fron- 
tiers of the empire* Upon his arrival at Damafcus, lie had many 
applications from the late fubjecls or dependants of the Syrian mo- 
narchy ; among others, from Hyrcanus and Ariftobulus, two bro- 
thers contending for the fovereignty of Judea, who now repaired to 
him for judgment, and requefted the interpofition of his power in 
behalf of the party he fhould be pleafed to favour. 

Of thefe rivals, who were the fons of Alexander, late high prieft 
of the Jews, Hyrcanus the elder had fucceeded to his mother Alex- 
andra, whom the father had left his immediate fucceffbr in the throne; 
but was difpoflefTed by his younger brother Ariftobulus, who, being 
of a more active fpirit, had formed a powerful faction among the 

people. 

Hyrcanus took refuge among the Arabs, and prevailed upon Aretas, 

the chieftain of fome powerful tribe of that people, to fupport him 
with an army, in recovering the fovereignty of the Jews. In con- 
junction with this ally, he accordingly laid fiege to Jerufalem, but 

*♦ JulHn. lib. x!. c. i & 2. 15 Appian. in Michridat. p. 244. ** Eotropius, lib. vi. 
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B ck> K was dnappointed of his object by Scaurus, one of Pompey's lieute- 
nants, who being then in Syria at the requeft of Ariftobulus, from 

whom he received a prefent of three hundred talents, or about fifty- 

feven thouiand and nine hundred pounds fterling, interpofed, . and 
obliged the Arabs to raife the fiege. Upon the arrival of Gabinius, 
whom Pompey had fent before him into Syria, Ariftobulus thought 
proper to make him like wife a prefent of fifty talents, and by thefe 
means remained in poffeffion of the fovereignty at the arrival of 

Pompey. 

It is alleged that each of the contending parties made their pre- 
fents to the general himfelf ; Hyrcanus in particular, that of a beau- 
tiful piece of plate, admired for its workmanfhip and weight, being, 
the imitation of a fpreading vine, with its leaves and fruit in mafly 
gold 17 ; and thefe circumftances merit attention, as they furnifti fomc 
inftances of the manner in which great riches, now in fo much re- 
queft at Rome, were amaffed by Roman generals in the courfe of their 
fervices. Befides what they gained in this manner, it is likely that 
every conqueft they effected, every revolution they brought about, 
and every protection they granted were extremely profitable. 

4 

Pompey, on hearing the merits of the queftion between the two 
brothers, declared for Hyrcanus, and advanced towards the city, to exr 

ecute the decree he had paffed. Upon his approach he was again met 
by Ariftobulus, who made frefh offers of fubmiffion, and of a public 
contribution in money ; and Pompey fent forward Gabinius to take 
pofleftion of the place, in terms of this fubmiflion. But upon a re- 
port that the gates were ftill kept fliut by the party of Ariftobulus, 
who yet remained in his camp, he ordered this prince into confine- 
ment, and advanced with his army. 

The citizens being divided, thole who efpoufed the caufe of Hyr-. 
^anus were willing to receive the Romans $ the others, -who were 
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Attached to Ariftobulus, retired into the temple, and broke down the 
.bridge by which this edifice was joined to the ftreets, and made every 
other preparation to defend themfelves to the laft extremity. 

The gates of the city, in the mean time, were thrown open by the 
party of Hyrcanus ; and the Romans being admitted, took poffeffion 
of all the principal ftations within the walls, and prepared to attack 

the temple. This building had all the advantages of a citadel, built 
on a height,, furrounded with natural precipices, or with a deep ditch, 

overhung with lofty battlements and towers. Pompey fent for bat- 
tering engines to Tyre, and cut down all the woods in the neigh- 
bourhood to furnifh materials for filling up the ditch, raifing his 
mound of approach *\ and erecting his towers. All his works were 
with great obftinacy counteracted by thofe who had taken refuge in 

■ 

the Temple. He obferved, however, in the courfe of his operations, 
that the people within, although they defended their perfons when 
attacked on the Sabbath-day, yet they did not labour, either in repair- 
ing any of their own defences, or in oppofing or demolifiiing the works 
of the befiegers. He accordingly took advantage of this circum- 
ftance, made no affaults on that day, but carried on his attack in filling 
up the ditch, and carrying on his approach. In this manner his towers, 
without interruption, were raifed to the level of the battlements, and 
his engines playing from thence, made great havock among the be- 
fieged. The Jews, however, even under the difchargeof the enemy's 
mifliles, ftill continued at the altar to perform their ufual rites. While 
they were engaged in thefe holy exercifes they took fo little pre- 
caution againft the dangers to which they were expo fed, that num- 
bers perifhed in offering up the facrifices, and mingled their blood 
with that of the victims. 

In the third month after the fiege began, one of the towers of the 
Temple was brought in ruin to the ground;- and Fauftus, the fon of 
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Sylk, with two Centurions at the head of the di virions they com* 
manded, entered the breach, and putting alt whom they met to the 
fword, made way for more numerous parties to follow them, and 
covered the avenues and porches of the Temple with the flain. The 
priefts, who were even then employed in the facrifices, waited for 

the enemy with great compofure, and, without difcofltinuing their 
duties, were uain at the altars. Numbers of the people threw them-* 
felves from the precipices ; and others, fetting "fire to the booths 

in which they had lodged under the walls of the Temple, were con*- 

fumed in the flames. About twelve or thirteen thoufand perifhed on - 
this occafion, without any proportional lofe to the befiegers, or td . 
thole who conducted the ftorm. 

Pompey, being mailer of the Temple, and ftruck with the obfti- • 
nate valour with whkh the people had devoted themfelves to its pre-- 
fervation, was curious to fee the interior recefs. This place, into ♦ 
which no one was ever admitted befides the high prieft, he fuppofed 
to contain the facred emblems of that power who infpired his votaries 
with fo ardent and fo unconquerable a zeaL And he ventured, to ! the • 
equal confternation and horror of his own party among the Jews, as 
of thofe who oppofed him, to enter with his ufual attendance into 
the Holy of Holies. He found it adorned wkh lamps, candlefticks> 
cups, veffels of incenfe, with their fupports all of folid gold, with . 

a great collection of the richeft perfumes and a facred treafure of 

two thouknd talents, or about three hundred and eighty-fix thou-~ 

land pounds fterling. 

Having fatisfied his curiofity, it is mentioned that he refpected ' 
the religion of the place fo much as to have left every part of this 
treafure untouched, and to have given dire&ions that the Temple it- 
felf fhouid be purified, in order to expiate the profanation' of which: 
he himfelf had been guilty. He reftor^d Hyrcanus to the priefthood 
or favereignty of the kingdom, but charged him. with a confiderable - 

tribute 
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tribute to the Romans, and at the fame time ftript the nation of all 

thofe pofTeffions or dependencies in Paleftine and Celefyria, which 
had been acquired or hejd in fubje&ion by their anceftors. Such 
were Gadara, Scythopolis, Hyppus, Pella, Samaria, Maqffa, Azo- 
tus, Jamana, Arethufa, Gaza, Joppa, and Dora, with what, was 
then called Strata's Tower, and afterwards Cefarea. Under pretence 
of reftoring thefe feveral places to their liberties, they were detached 

from the principality of the Jews, but in reality annexed to the Ro- 
man' province of Syria * 9 . 

. . w erly carried his amis to 

the mores of the Atlantic, and to the boundaries of Numidia and of 
Spain ; that he had recently penetrated to the coafts of the Euxine, 
and to the neighbourhood of the Cafpian Sea ; to the end that he 
might not leave any part of the kpown world unexplored by his 
arms, now formed a project to finlfh this round of exploits, by vifit- 
ing the mores of the Afiatic or Eaftern Ocean : a circumftance which 
•was to complete the glory of his approaching triumph, and raife Wm, 
as his flatterers were pleafed to obferve, to a rank above every con- 
queror of the prefent or any preceding age J0 . 

But while Pompey was employed in the fettlement of Syria, in 
the reduction of Jerufalem, and meditating thefe farther conquefts, 

Mithridates was bufy in making preparations to renew the war. 
Having heard of the extremities to which the citizens of Rome had 
been frequently reduced by the invafion of the Gauls and of Hannibal, 
and by the infurreftions of their own fubjefts and flaves, he con- 
eluded that they were weakeft at home, or might be attacked with 
the greateft advantage in Italy. He again, therefore, refumed the 
project of marching an army of Scythians by the Danube and the 

*» Jofeph. de Bell. Jud. lib. r. & ni. & Ant. lib.xiv. c. 6. 
*° Plutarch, in Pom. p. 463. 
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Alps. He vifited all the princes in his neighbourhood, made al- 
liances with them, which he confirmed by giving to fome of them 
his daughters in marriage, and perfuaded them, by the hopes of a 
plentiful fpoil, to join with him in the project of invading Europe. 
He even difpatched his agents into Gaul, to fecure the co-operations 
of nations on that fide of the world, and trufted that, on his appearance 
in Italy, many of the difcontented inhabitants would join him as 
they had joined Hannibal ; and that the flaves, fo lately at open: war 

with their matters, would likewife be a plentiful fupply of recruits to 
his army. 

Thefe projects, however, appeared to his own nation too hazardous 
and valt They were fuited to the flate of a king who wifhed " to 
perifh with fplendor ; but not to that of fubje&s and followers who 
had humbler hopes, and who chofe to be-governed by more reafonable 
profpe&s of fuccefs. The king himfelf, while he- meditated fuch 
extenfive defigns, being confined by an ulcer in his face, had been 
for a confiderable time concealed from public view, and had not ad* 
mitted any perfon to his- prefence befides fome favourite Eunuchs 

The minds of his fubje&s, and of his own family in particular, were 
much alienated from him by fome late ads of barbarous feverity * 
againft Machares and Xiphares, two of his children, who, with/fome 
others as we have . mentioned, had incurred his refentment,. 

Pharnaces, another fon, attended the father ; and, though difpofed 
to betray him, was ftill much in his confidence. The people of ' 
Phanagoria, a_town on the fhore of the Bofphorus, oppofite to the 
fortrefs at which the king now refided^ together with the inhabitants 
of the country, pretending a variety of -provocations, revolted againft 
him ; and the army, during his confinement, lofing the ufual awe of 
his perfon, mutinied, and acknowledged Pharnaces for king. They 
affembled round the fort in which Mithridates was lodged^ and 

4 

which he had garrifoned with a chofen body of men. When he ap- 
peared- 
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peared on. the battlements, and defired to know their demands : M To c HA ?. 
" exchange you," . they faid, " for Pharnaces ; an old king for a young 
" one." . Even while he received this anfwer, and while many of his 
guards deferted him, he ftill hoped that, if he were at liberty, he might . 
retrieve his affairs. He defired, therefore, by repeated mefTages, to 
know whether he might have leave to depart in fafety ? But none of the - 

' * * 

mefTengers he fent with this queftion being fuffered to return, he ap- 
prehended that there was a defign to deliver him up into the hands 
of the Romans. Under this apprehenfion he had recourfe to his. lait 
re(ort, a dofe of poifon, which, it is faid, he always carried in the 
fcabbard of his fword. Being to employ this fovereign remedy of 

all his evils, he difmifled, with expreflions of kindnefs and gratitude, 
fuch of his attendants as ftill continued faithful to nim ; and being 
left with two of his daughters, who earneftly defired to die with their 

* 

father,, he allowed them to ihare in the draught, and faw them ex- 
pire. But the portion which he had referred for himfelf not being 
likely to overcome the vigour of his conftitution, or, as was believed 
in thofe credulous times, being too powerfully counteracted by the 
erTed of many antidotes he had taken againft poifon, he ordered a 
faithful llave who attended him, to perform with his fword what was 
in thofe times accounted the higheft proof, as it was the laft aft, of. 
fidelity in a fervant to his mailer. 

Accounts of this" event were brought to Pompey, while his army 
was encamped at the diftance offome days march from the capital 
of Judea, in his way to Arabia. The mefTengers appeared carrying . 

1 

wreaths of laurel on the points of their fpears ; and the army, crowd- 
ing around their general to learn the tidings, were informed "of the 

death of Mithri dates. This they received with acclamations, and 
immediately proceeded to make all the ordinary demonftrations of joy, 
Pompey, having now accqmplifhed the principal, object of the war,, 
dropped his defign on Arabia, and directed the march of his army to- 
wards 
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wards Pontus. Here he received the fubmiffion of Pharnaces, and, 
with many other gifts, was prefented with the embalmed corpfe of 
the king. The whole army crowded to fee it, examined the features 
and the fears, teftifying, by thefe laft cffe&s of their curiofity, the 
refpecr. which they entertained for this extraordinary man. He had; 
with fhort intervals, occupied the arms of the Romans during forty 
years j and, though he could not bring the natives of Afia to match 
with the Roman legions, yet he frequently, by the fuperiority of his 
own genius, flood firm in diftrefs, or rofe from misfortune with new 
and unexpected refources. He was tall, and of a vigorous confti- 
tution, addicted to women, and, though fuperior to every other 

■ 

fort of feduction, to this his ardent and impetuous fpirit made him 
a frequent and an eafy prey. He appears to have loved and trufted 

many of that fex with a boundlefs paffion. By fome of them he 
was followed in the field ; others he diftributed in his different pa- 
laces ; had many children, and entertained more parental affection 
than commonly attends the polygamy of Afiatic princes ; yet even 
towards his own fons, as well as towards every one elfe, on occafion$ 
- which alarmed the jealoufy of his crown, he was fanguinary and in- 
exorable. 

Pompey proceeded to fettle the remainder of his conquefts ; and, 
befides the arrangements already mentioned, annexed the kingdom 
of Pontus to the province of Bithynia, gave the Bofphorus to Phar- 
naces, and put the province of Syria, extending to the frontier of 
Egypt, under the government of Scaurus. He had now, from 

the time of his appointment to fucceed Lucullus, for about three years, 
had the fole dire&ion of the affairs of the Romans in Afia 31 : and 

had exchanged with the king of Parthia provoking meffages, which, 
in a different conjuncture, might have led to immediate war. But 

31 Dion. Caff. lib. xxxrii. c. 6. 

4 • tIie 
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the circumftances were not yet ripe for fuch a meafure, , and Pompey 

had provided fufficient materials for a triumph, without attempting 
to break through thofe boundaries on which fo many Roman generals 
were doomed to difappointments, and on which the progrefs of the 
fcmpife itfelf was deftineS id flop. 

Without entertaining any farther^ projects for the prefent, he fet 
out with two legions oh the route' of Cilicia towards Italy, having 
Tigranes, Con to the ting . of Armenia, together with Ariftobulus* 
fate ufurp'er of the Jewifh throne, with his family, two fons and two 
datighfers, as captives to adorn his triumph 4 \ 

■ ... 

. 3*-J 0 feph. dc BeJl. Jul lib. c. 7? 
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Crowing Corruption of the Roman Officers of State, — — Tie love , of 
Confideration changed for. Avarice, Rapacity y and Prodigality.—* 

i 

Laws againfl Extortion. — —CataTinc a Candidate for the Confulfoip. 

Confpiracy with Autronius.— Competition for the Confulate. 

Elcdion of Cicero and Antonius. Condition of the Times* 

Agrarian Law of Rullus. Trial of Rabirius. Cabals 

of the Tribunes. Of Cataline. His Flight from the City,* • 

Ml 

Dif cover y of his Accomplices, Their Execution, 

■ 

ABOUT the time that Pompey obtained his commiffion to 
command with fo extenfive a power in the fuppreffion of the 

pirates, the tide began to run high againft the ariftocratical party. 
The populace, led by fomeof the Tribunes, were ever ready to infult 
the authority of the Senate ; and the "vices of particular men gave 
frequent advantages againft the whole order of Nobility. Corruption 
and dangerous faction prevailed at elections, and the preferments of 
State were generally coveted, as fteps to the government of provinces, 
where fortunes were amaffed by every fpecies of abufe, oppreflion, 
and violence. Envy and indignation concurred in roufing the People 
againft thefe abufes. Cornelius, one of the Tribunes, propofed a 

fevere law againft bribery, by which perfons convicted of this crime 
fhould be difqualified for any office of State* The Senate wifhed to 
foften the rigour of this law, by limiting the penalty to a pecuniary 
fine; and the Conful, Calpurnius Pifo, moved for an edict to this 
purpofe, in order to anticipate and to preclude the more violent law 
of Cornelius. But the Tribune prevailed, and obtained an act im- 

pofing the feverer penalty. He like wife, by another decree of the 

People, 
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People, attacked the difcretionary jurifdiction of the Praters \ obliged c & A P. 
them to be more explicit in the edicts they publiihed, and to obferve r 
them more exactly. 

The crime of extortion -in the provinces, however, was the great 
difgrace of the Romans. To have found an effectual remedy for this 
evil, would have done more honour to the commonwealth than 
they had derived from all their conquefts. Severe laws were accord- 
ingly enacted, complaints were willingly received, and profecutions 
encouraged. Candidates for popularity and public favour generally 
began with endeavouring to bring fome offender under this title to 
public juftice ; but the example of this State, after all, has left only 
this piece of inftruction to mankind : That juft government over 

conquered provinces is fcarcely to be hoped for, and leaft of all where 
republics are the conquerors. ' 

Manilius, one of the Tribunes of the People, in order to ftrengthen 
the inferior clafs of his conftituents, had obtained by furprize an act \ 
by which the citizens of flavifh extraction were to be promifcuoufly 

inrolled in all the Tribes. This aft, having drawn upon him the re- 
fentment of the Senate, compelled him to feek for fecurity under the 
protection of Gabinius and Pompey, With this view he moved his 
famous act, in which Cicero concurred, to veil Pompey with the com- 
mand in Afia. This motion procured him a powerful fupporr, anc*, 
on, fome occafions, the general voice of the People in his favour. Soon Ux Manilla, 

after this tranfaclion, being profecuted for fome offence at the tri- 
bunal of Cicero, who was then Prxtor, and being refufed the ufual 
delays, the Praztor was obliged to explain this ftep in a fpeech to the 



People j in which he told them, that he meant to favour Manilius, 
and that, his own term' in office being about to expire, he could not 
favour him more effectually, than by battening his trial, and by not 

1 Dio. CiifF. lib. nxvl c 23. 1 Ibid. lib. mw. 

* 

Vou II. M leaving 
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leaving him in the power of a fucceflbr, who might not be equally 
•*difpofed in his favour. Such were the loofe and popular notions of 
juftice then prevailing at Rome \ 

At the election of Confuls for the following year, there occurred 
an opportunity to apply the law againft bribery. Of four candi- 
dates, Publius Autronius Partus, Publius Cornelius Sylla, L. Aurelius 

Cotta, and L. Manlius Torquatus, the majority had declared for the 
former two ; but thefe being convi&ed of bribery, were fet afide, 

and their competitors declared duly elected. 

About the fame time L. Sergius Catalina, who has been already 

mentioned as one of the moft violent executioners of Sylla's pro- 

fcriptions, having returned from Africa, where he had ferved in the 
capacity of Pnetor, and intending to ftand for the Confulate, was 
accufed of extortion in his province, and flopped in his canvas by, a 

profecution railed on this account. In his rage for this difappoint- 
ment, he was ripe for any diforder 5 and, being readily joined by 
Autronius and Pifo, formed a confpiracy to aflaflinate their rivals \, 
to maffacre the Senate, to feize the enfigns of power, and, with the 

■ 

aid of their faction, to lay hold of the government 5 . Julius Csefar 
and Craflus are mentioned by Suetonius as accomplices in this plot. 
Craffus was to have been named Dictator, and Ca?far his general of 

* 

the horfe *. Csefer was to have given the fignal for the execution of 
the mauacre, by uncovering his fhoulders of his gown ; but Craflus. 
having relented, abfented himfelf from theSenate on the day appointed,, 
and Cslar, though prefent, omitted to give the fignal, by which means; 
the whole was difconcerted.. Sylla was tried feme years after as an 
acceffory, and was defended by Cicero- 
Many of thofe who, by their birth and difKn&ion, were deftined' 
to run the career of political honours, found their fortunes, by the 

3 Plutarch, in Vit. Cicer. * Dion. lib. xxxvi. &c. 

* Cic. in Csuki. « Siieton.in Csfar. 

extravagant 



OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. 8* 



CHAP. 
III. 



extravagant expence of public fhows, and of gratuities to the People, 

by bribes to private perfons, as well as by their own debauchery and" 
prodigality, ruined before they attained their end. They fought to 
repair their ruin by any unwarrantable means \ and were ready to 
engage in any dangerous defign. The State appears to have appre- 
hended an increafe of this danger from the number of foreigners, who, 
from every quarter, crowded to Rome as to the general refort of perfons 
who wifhed to gratify their own extravagance, or to prey upon that 
of others. Under this apprehenfion, an edict was obtained, upon 
the motion of C, Papius, Tribune of the' People, to oblige allftrangers Lex Papia dc 
to leave the city : but it is likely, that the ftate was in greater danger cr, £ nnB * 
from' natives than foreigners. Cataline, having prevailed upon Clo- 
dius, by the confideration of a fum of money, to drop the profecu- 
tion, which had been intended agaihft him, was left to offer himfelf 
a candidate for the Confulate of the following year 8 . 

The office of Cenfor had been revived in. the perfons of Catullds 
and CrarTus ;• but thefe officers found thar its authority, fo powerful' 
in former times, was now of little effect. They fcarccly ventured to 
give it a trial within the city ; and, having differed about the enrol- 
ment of citizens refiding beyond the Po, and about fome other par- 
ticulars,- they reiigned their power \ Cenfors were again named in 

the following year, but with no greater effect ; fome of the Tribunes, 
fearing to be degraded from the Senate, forbade them to proceed in 

making up the roll l0 . 



In the next Confulate, Caius Julius Catfar, at this time thirty-five tj. c. 68 



r 

far 
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ing Edile, together with Marcus Bibnlus, he not only concurred sulu 
with his colleague in all the expenfive mews that were given to the 



s. 



* 

7 Plutarch, in Vit. Cicer'dnife. 9 Dion. lib. xxxvi. Plutarch, in CrafTo. 

a Cicero de AurufpicamRefponfo. 10 Ibid. Plut. " ' r 
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People, but gave feparate entertainments on his own account. The 
multitudes of gladiators he had affembled on this occafion gave an 

i 

alarm to the magistracy, and he. was ordered not to exceed a certain 
number. In the a dminift ration of his efhee as Pnetor, he took ibme 
Heps that were likely to revive the animofity of the late parties of 
Marius and Sy!!a ; and, notwithstanding the acl: of indemnity which 
had paued, railed prosecutions on a charge of a flam" nation, againft all 
thefe who had put any citizen to death in execution of Sylla's 
proicriptioa From this time Suetonius obferves, that Cicero dated 

the beginning of Cxfar's project to fubvert the republic, and to make 

himfeif mailer cf the State 

. What has mod diflinguifhed this Confulate, however, is the com- 
petition of candidates for the fucceffion to that office on the follow- 
ing year, and the confequenccs of the election which followed. The 
candidates were M. Tullius Cicero, C. Antonius, fon of the late ce- 
lebrated orator, L. Sergius Catalina, P. Sulpitins Galba, and L.Caf- 
fius Longinus,. Quintus Cornihcius, and Licinius Sacerdos. 

Cicero was the firft of his. family who had ever refided, or en- 
joyed any honours, at Rome. He was a native of Arpinum, a- 
country-town of Italy, and was confidered as an. obfeure perfon by- 
chofe who were defcended of antient families, but had great confi- 
derarion on account of his eloquence and the confequences of it, to- 
all fuch as had any inrerefts at ftake before the tribunals of juftice. 
Being folicited by Cataline to undertake his defence on a< trial for 
malverfation in Sicily, he did not at once rejecl the requeft, nor always 
deny his aid to the factious Tribunes in fupport of their meafures.. 
He was undoubtedly, like other ambitious men at Rome, difpofed- 

" Sccton. in Vit C. J. Csfaris. and Sylla, in which Craflus, as well as Car- 

11 Yd:?, c. ix. Suetonias fuppofes, that far, was faid to.be engaged. 
Cicero alluded to the coafpiracyof Aotroniui 

• w 
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£0 conrt every party, and willing to g?!n indlvidiials**; and had of late, 
in particu]ar,coniklerablyflretigrhened his i nt ere fl, by having fupported 
theprctenfions of Pompcy, and by having joined the popular Tribunes, 
in what they propofed in behalf of that oiKccr. lie was, notwith- 
ftanding, probably by his avcrfion to appear for fo bad a client as 
Cataline y faved from the reproach of having efpoufed his caufc; 
and by his known inclination in general to fupport the authority of 
the Senate, he difpofed the ariftocratical party to forgive the ccca- 
ilonal part which lie took with the Tribunes in particular queftions, 
not immediately fuppofed to affect their government. 

In the courfe of this- competition for the Confulfhip, Antonius 
and Catalinc joined interefts together, and fpared no kind or degree 
of corruption. Cicero complained of their practices in the Senate, 
and moved to revive the law of Calpurnius againft bribery, with 
an additional penalty of ten years banifhment l \ Cataline confidered 

this meal lire as levelled againft himftlf ; and incited by this provoca- 
tion, as well as by the animofity of a rival, was then fuppofed to 
have formed a defign againft Cicero's life, and to have exprefled 
fiimfelf to this purpofe, in terms that gave a general alarm to the. 
electors, and determined great numbers againft himfclf. He had 1 

drawn to his interefts many perfons of infamous character and def- 
perate fortune, many youths of good family, whom he debauched 
or encouraged in their profligacy. His language, at their meetings, 
was full of indignation at the unequal and fuppofed unjuft diftribu- 
tion of fortune, and power. " All the wealth of the State, all autho- 

# 

" rity," he faid, " is engrofled by a.- few; while others of more 
w merit . are kept in poverty and obfeurity, and oppreffed with 
" debts." He profefled his intention, when in office, to remove thefe 
grievances,, to- cancel the debts of his friends, to enrich them by 

m 

**■ Ep. ad Atticum,. lib. i. ep. 2,. * 5 Eid,.liW»tovii; c. 39. 

plentiful! 
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B m° S plentiful divifions of land, and to place them in the higheft fta- 

HI* 

tions. 

Thefe declarations, being made to a numerous meeting, were ill 
concealed. Curius, one of the faction, boafted to Fulvia, a woman of 
rank, with whom he had a criminal correfpondence, that a revolu- 
tion muft foon take place, and fpecified the particular hopes and de- 
igns of their party. This woman mentioned the fubject to her own 
confidents, but concealed the author of her information. In the 
mean time, Cataline was confidered as a perfort of the moft dan- 
gerous defigns, and was oppofed in his election by all who had any 
regard to public order, or to the fafety of the commonwealth. Ci- 
cero, at the fame time, being iupported by the Senate, was elected, 
together with Giius Antonius. The latter flood candidate upon the 
iame intereft with Cataline, and was preferred to him only by a fmall 
majority. 

By this event the defigns of Cataline were fuppofed to be fruflrated ; 

but the Confuls were not likely to enter on a quiet admin iftration. 

c. Astoniuf. -Th e Tribunitian power, from the time of its reiteration, was gradually 

recovering its force, and extending its operations. Every pcrfon that 

could give any public difturbance, that could annoy the Senate, or 

mortify any of its leading members ; every one that had views of 
ambition adverfe to the laws, or who wifhed to take part in fcenes 
of confuiion and tumult ; every perlbn opprefled with debt, who 

wHEed to defraud his creditors ; every perfon who, by his profligacy 
or crimes, was at variance with the tribunals of juftice, was compre- 
hended under the general denomination of the popular, party. The 

Roman People had once been divided into Patrician and Plebeian, 
next into Noblemen and Commoners ; but now they took fides with 
little regard to former diftinctions againft or for the prefervation of 
public order. In the affembly of the centuries, as well as, in that of 
the Tribes, the diforderly and the profligate began to prevail j and' 

as 
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as it was, impoffible that the collective body of the People could C H^A P. 

meet,, the comitia, for the moft part, was but another name for fuch 
riotous afremblies, as were made up of the perfons who haunted the 
ftreets of Rome. The minds of fober men were full of fear and 
diftruft, alarmed with furmifes of plots, and various combinations of 
defperate perfons, who united their influence, not to carry elections 
or attain to preferments, but to overturn the government, or to mare 
in its fpoils '\ 

One of the Tribunes of the prefent year, Servilius Rullus, (oon LwScnUi* 
after his admiflion into office, under pretence of providing fettle- Agr ° na * 

ments for many of the citizens, promulgated the heads of an Agra- 
rian Law, which he carried to the Senate and the People. The 

fubjccT: of former grants was now in a great meafure exhaufted, and 
all Italy was inhabited by Roman citizens. This Tribune propofed 
a new expedient to open fettlements for the indigent, not by con- 
queft, but by purchafe. It was propofed, that all eftates, territories, 
or poffeflions of any fort, which belonged to the republic, mould 
be fold ; that all acquifitions ,of territory recently made, and the 
fpoils taken from any enemy, mould be difpofed of in the fame 
manner; that the money arifmg from fuch faies mould be em- 
ployed in purchafing arable and cultivable lands, to be affigned in 
lots to the needy citizens ; and that, to carry this law into execu- 
tion, ten commiflioners mould be named in the fame manner in 
which the Pontiffs were named, not by the whole People, but by 
feventeen of the Tribes fele&ed by lot : that thefe comraiffioner& 
mould be judges, without appeal, of what was or was not public 
property; of what was to be fold, of what was to be bought, and at 
what price ; that they were to receive and judge of the accounts of 



every Conful, or other officer, except Pompey> commanding in any 



u Cicero de Lege Agrarian 
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province, where any capture was made, or new territory acquired : 

and in fhort, that they fhould, during five years, which was the 
intended term cf- their commiflion, be the fole matters of all pro- 
perty within the empire, whether public or private. 

On the day that the new Confuls entered on their office, when 
th:y returned in proceffion from the Capitol, and gave the firft meet- 
ing to the Senate, Rullus had the prefumption to propofe this law, 

j 

and to move the Confcript Fathers, that they would be pleafed to 
give it the Lmclion of their approbation and authority in being car- 
ried to the People. Upon this occafion, Cicero made his firft fpeecli 
in the character of Coniul. The former part of it fs loft; the re- 
mainder may be reckoned among the higheft fpecimens of his elo- 
quence. In this and the two fpecches he delivered to the People, on 
the fame mbjecr, he endeavoured to demonftrate (if we may venture 
to imitate his own exprefiions) that, from the firft claufe of this law 
to the laft, there was nothing thought of, nothing propofed, nothing 
done but the erecting, in ten perfons, under the pretence of an Agra- 
rian Law, an abfolute fovereignty over the treafury, the revenue, 

the provinces, the empire, the neighbouring kingdoms and ftates; 

and, in fhort, over all the world as far as it was known to the Ro- 
mans. He painted in fuch lively colours the abufes which might be 
committed by Rullus, and by his aflbciates in judging what was private 
raid what public property, in making fales, in making purchafes, in 
planting the colonies ; and fo expofed the impudence of the cheat, 
by which it was propofed to furprife the People into the granting 
of fuch powers, the abfurdity and the ruinous tendency of the whole 
meafufe, that it was inftantly rejected, and its author hifled from the 
aflembly, and treated as an object of ridicule and fcorn. 

The fplendour of the Conful's eloquence, on this occafion, appeared 
with great diilinction, and the fpirit of the times continued to' fur- • 

nim 
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nifli him with opportunities to difplay it ,6 . Rofcius Amerinus, Ci {' A & 

having been Tribune of the People a few years before, had, by the 
authority of his office, fet apart fome benches in the theatre for the 
Equeftrian order. This gave offence to the People, fo that Rofcius 
was commonly hilled when he appeared at any of the public af- 
femblieSf On fome one of thefe occaficns the Conful interpofedj 
and, in a popular harangue, fecured the attachment of the Knights to 

■ 

himfelf, and reconciled the People to the diftin&ion which had been 
made in favour of that body. 

There happened under the fame Confulate a bufinefs of greater dif- 
ficulty, being a morion to reftore the fons of the profcribed to the 
privilege of being chofen into the offices of State, of which they had 
been deprived by an ordinance of Syllal Their fate was undoubt- 
edly calamitous and fevere. Many of them who had been too young 
to have incurred the guilt of their party, were now come of age, 
^nd found themfelves ftript of their birthright, and ftigmatized with 
this mark of diflionour. It was propofed, in their behalf, to take 

away this cruel exclufion. But Cicero, apprehending that this pro- 
pofal tended to arm and to ftrengthen perfons, who, from long ufe, 
had contracted an habitual difaffe&ion to the eftablifhed government, 

* 

powerfully oppofed the motion, and lucceeded in having it re- 
jeded 17 . 

Though the orations on the two fubjecls laft mentioned have pe- 
ri (Tied, great part of that which he fpoke on the trial of C. Rabirius 
ft ill remains. This man, of a great, age, a refpeclable Senator, at 
the diftance of fix-and-thirty years, was brought to trial as an ac- 
complice in the death of Apuleius Satnrninus, the factious Tribune, 
who, as has been related, having feized the Capitol, was, by the 

i 

4 

16 It is probable that Cicero did not write in order to fpcalc, but wrote after he had 
fpoken, for the ufe of his friends. Epifh ad Atticum, lib. ii. c. i. 

17 Plin. lib. vii. c. 30. 
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BOOK Confuls Marius and Valerius Flaccus, acting under the authority of 

the Senate, and attended by ail the moft refpedable citizens in arms, 

■ 

forced from his ftrong-hold, and put to death as a public enemy. 

Titus Atius Labienus, one of the Tribunes, was the declared pro- 
fecutor of C Rabirius ; but hiftorians agree, that this Tribune acted 
at the infUgation, and under the direction, of C. Julius Cxfar, The 
intention of the popular party was, by making an example of this 
refpectable perfon in fo ftrong a cafe where the authority of the Se- 
nate, and the commands of the moft popular Conful, where even the 
prefcription of fo old a date fhould have repelled every danger, ef- 
fectually, for the future, to deter every perfon from acting in fup;- 
port of the Senate, or from oppofing force to the defigns of factious 
Tribunes, however turbulent or dangerous. 

The Senate, and all the friends of government, were greatly 
alarmed, and united in defence of Rabirius. The popular party, 
as already described, the ambitious, the profligate, the bankrupt, who 



earned 



confufion 



The 

kind, ai 

manner 



The 



ftalks 



" for a Roman citizen in the field of Mars." The accufation was firft 
brought before the Praetor, who pofleffed the ordinary jurisdiction in 
fuch caies. This magiftratc empannelled two judges, who were to 
determine in this mighty caufe. Thefe were Caius Julius and Lucius 
Cszfar. At this court the defendant was condemned ; and with ap- 
pearances cf aniinofity, on the part of Caius Catfar, that greatly en- 
creafed the alarm. This riling citizen had always courted the popu- 
lace, and was ftrongly fupported by them. That he mould aim at 
honours and power, it was £iid, is common ; but that he wiQied to 

provide 
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provide impunity for the difturbers of the commonwealth, was 

alarming. The crime of Rabirius, even if he could be convicted of 
it, had been committed the year before Cadar was born. In the 
perfon of the accufed every circum fiance, even on the fuppofition of 
a true charge, pleaded for compaffion, and even for refpect : the fact, 
at the fame time, was denied, and a pofitive evidence was brought, that 
another had received a reward for killing Saturninus : but the policy of 

the faction required this victim ; and the fentence muft have been 
executed, if the condemned had nqt fled, by appeal, to the judgment 

of the People, where indeed his caufe might be reckoned more defpe- 
rate than if it had been before a felect court. The parties attended 
this trial with great ardour. HortenfiUs conducted the appeal 
and defence. Cicero pleaded in behalf of juftice and government ; 

painted the age, the infirmities, the forlorn ftate of the defendant, 

who had furyived his relations and his friends. He pointed out the 

danger to government and to order from this precedent* in terms. 

that muft have melted every heart, not callous from ambition, fac- 
tion, or profligacy of manners : but in vain. Even in the aflembly 
of the Centuries, the majority was haftening to affirm the fentence, 

when Q^Csecilius Metellus Celer, then Prator, and one of the 
Augurs, haflened to the Janiculum, and tore down the enfign which 
was planted there as a fign of peace. A filly piece of fuperftition 

ftopt the proceedings of thofe whom neither juftice nor compaffion, 
nor regard to government, could reftrain. 

It was eftablifhed, as has been formerly noticed that the affem- 
bly of the Centuries could not proceed without this fignal in view. 
In the firft ages of Rome, the enemy were always at the gate. While 
tbe People were affembled in the fielfi on one fide of the city, they 
were in danger of being affailed on the other. When they affembled, 

18 See book i. c, I. 

N 2 therefore, 
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B oo K therefore, in the field of Mars, a guard was always potted on the 

Janiculum, aud an enfign difplayed. If any enemy appeared, the 
enfign was taken down, the affembly dhmifled, and the People took 
to their arms. This ceremony, like many other cuftoms both of fuper- 
ftition and law, remained after the occafion had ceafed ; and it was 
held illegal or impious in the People to proceed in any affair without 

the enfign in view. By this means the trial was put off, and the 
profecutors, defpairing of being able to work up the People again into 

an equal degree of violence, dropt the profecuticn. The caufe ftill re- 
mained undecided, and the power of the Senate, to defend its own 

authority, continued in a flate of fufpencc. 

The Tribune Labienus laid afide thoughts of renewing the profecu- 

don, in order to purfue the object, of fome other popular ads ; one in 
particular, to repeal the almoft only remaining ordinance of Sylla ; that 
which related to the election of priefts. The right of election was 

again taken from the college, and, according to the law of Domitius,. 

given to feventeen of the Tribes that were to be drawn by lot. This 

change was intended to open the way of Caius Julius Ccefar into that 
office ; and he was accordingly promoted to it in the following year. 

Others of the Tribunes likewife endeavoured to diftmgnifh them- 
felves by acts of turbulence and fedition. . Metellus Nepos endea- 
voured to repeal that claufe of the act againft: bribery and corruption, 
which declared the party convicted to be diiquaiified for any of the 
offices of State. This Tribune, though fufficiently difpofed to dis- 
orderly couries, had many connections among the moft refpectable 
citizens, and was perfuaded, in this inftance, to drop his defign. 
But among the feveral confederacies into which the popular party 

was divided, none was more defperate, nor fuppofed more dan- 
gerous, than that of Catahne, the late difappointed candidate for the- 
ConfuHhip. His rival Cicero had intimation, before the elections, of 
z defign formed by this defperate faction againft his own perfbn, and 

flilt 
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ftili continued to obferve them. He entered into a correfpondence 

with Fulvia, who had given the firft hints of a dangerous confpiracy ; 
and, by means of this woman, procured the confidence of Curius, 
who gave him minute information of all the proceedings of the party/ 
In public, Cataline again profefled himfelf a candidate for the office- 
of Conful, in competition with Servius Sulpicius, P. Murena, and' 

J. Silanus. He boafted of fupport from Antonius ; but Gicero, to 
divert his colleague from this dangerous connection^ made him every 
cbncefllon. Having, in drawing lots for the provinces of Gaul and 
Macedonia, drawn the latter, which was thought to be preferable, 

he yielded it up to Antonius ; and by this, and every other means 
in his power, perfuaded him to value the fecure pofleflion of dignities 
and honours, lawfully obtained, in preference to expectations formed 
on the projects of a few defperate men. 1 
In fecret, Cataline encouraged his adherents by profefling to have 
many refources, and to be fupported by numbers who were ready 
to take arms at his command. In a numerous meeting of his party 
in October, a few days before the Confular elections, he opened the 
whole of his defign ; and in the fpeech which he made on that occa- 
fion, is faid to have ufed expreffions to the following purpofe : u The 
,c di (Ire (Ted can rely for relief only on thofe who have a common 

" caufe with themfelves. Whoever, in his own fortune, is at eafe, 

" will not regard the mifery of others. If you would know how I 
" ftand affected to the parties which now divide the commonwealth, 
u rich creditors^ and needy debtors^ recollect what every one knows, 
" that I have no fafety but in the deftruction of the one, and in 
w the relief of the other r that my intereft is the fame with yours, 
" and that I have courage to attempt what may be necefTary for 
" your benefit." - ' 

From the ftraln of this paffage, the defcription of a party to whom 

it was with propriety addreffed, may be eafily collected. Cicero,. 

whet 
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BOOK who had frequently taxed Cataline with dangerous defigns, now de- 




termined 



purpoft 



which were to have 



been held on the eighteenth of October, to a future day, and affibm- 
bled the Senate. Cataline having, with the other members, at- 
tended, and hearing the charge, tlid not pretend to deny or to palliate 

his word?. " There are," he faid, " in this republic two parties ; 



<( 



one weak both in its members and head ; the other ftrong in its 



members, 



party, it fhal 



Upon thefe 



cry of indignati 



folution was taken. Many, who were there prefent as members, 
were pleafed to fee the Senate itfelf infulted ; and Cataline, as if in 

condition to brave all his enemies, was, in all his expreffions, equally 
unguarded in the ftreets and in the Senate. To Cato, who, in the 

this meeting, had threatened him 



Forum, fome davs before 



■ 

with a profecution : " Do," he faid ; " but if you light a flame in. 



.nguifli 



" wealth V 9 

A i rofecution was a&ually raifed againft him in the name of Lucius 
Paulus, a young man of diftin&ion, for carrying arms againft the 

public peace. On this occafion, however, he thought proper to dif- 

femble his thoughts, and offered to commit his perfon to cuftody 

till his innocence mould appear. " No one," he faid, " who knows 
" my rank, my pretenfions, and the intereft I have in the prefervation 
" of the commonwealth, will believe, that its deftru&ion is to be 



apprehended from me, and that its fafety is to come from a native 



Am 



He offered to commit himfelf to the cuftody of 
( or of any other magiftrate, till this injurious 



19 Cicero Oral, pro Murzna. 



ao The town of which Cicero was native. 
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a/perfion were removed. To this offer the Coriful replied, That 

he who did not think himfelf fafe within the fame ramparts with 

Cataline, would not receive him into his houfe *\ 

3y one effect of the unparalleled freedom now enjoyed by Roman 
citizens, perfons accufed of the raoft dangerous crimes were at liberty, 
during the dependence of their trial, either to proceed in perpetrating 
their crime, or to withdraw from juftice. This effect was derived 

1 

from the laws of Valerius and Porcius, which fecured againft violence, 
or the power of the magiftrate, the perfon of every citizen, until he 
were finally condemned by the People. In fupport of this privilege, 
which was falutary, when the abiife of power in the magiftrate was 

to be dreaded more than the licence of crimes in the fubject, the Ro- 
mans perfifted even after vice was become too ftrong for the laws, 
and when exemption from every juft reftraint was fatally miftaken 
for liberty. The State had now been thrown, on many occafions, 
into the mod violent convulfions, becaufe there was no ordinary or 
regular method of preventing diforders, or of fupprefiing them on 
their firft appearance. 

Cataline, foon after the elections, at which, by the preference 
given to Mursena and Silanus, he received a frefh difappointment in 
his hopes of the ConfuIIhip, fent Mallius, or Manlius, an experienced 
foldier, who had ferved with himfelf under Sylla, to prepare for an 
infurrection in the diftrict of Etruria. This officer, in the end of 

October, under pretence of giving refuge to debtors from the oppref- 
fion of their creditors, had actually affembled a confiderable body of 
men **. Accounts at the fame time were received, that Publius Sylla 
was making a large purchafe of gladiators at Capua, and infurrec- 
tions were accordingly apprehended on the fide of Campania and 

Apulia. In this ftate of affairs continual informations being brought of 

M Cicero in Catalinam, i. c. S. 31 Ibid, in Catalinam, i. c. 3. 

Cataline's 
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Catalines defigns, the Senate gave in charge to the Confute to watch 

over the lafety of the State ; and thefe officers accordingly put chofen 
bodies of men under arms, and fecured all the pofts of confequerice 

in the city- Metellus, the conqueror of Crete, who ftill remained 
without the walls in hopes of a triumph, was appointed to com- 

mand on the fide of Apulia. The Prator Metellus Celer was fent 

into Cualpine Gaul, in order to fecure the peace of that province * 3 ; 
and the Conful Antonius was deftined to fupprefs the infurreftion of 
Mallius at Fxfube **. 

Cataline mean while remained in the city, and had frequent con- 
iul rations for the preparation and the execution of his plot. At a 
meeting of the parry, held in the beginning of November, in the 
houfe of M. Porcius Lecca *\ a general malTacre of the principal Se- 
nators was projected. The confpirators feverally chofe their ftations, 
and undertook their feveral parts. Two in particular, who were 
familiar in Cicero's houfe, undertook next morning, under pretence 

of a viiit, to furprife and aiTaffinate the Conful. But he being the 

fame night apprifed of his danger by Fulvia, gave the proper orders, 
and the intended murderers, upon their appearance at his door, were 
refilled admittance- He immediately after ailembled the Senate in 
the temple of Jupiter. Cataline prefented himfelf with his ufual 
prefumption ; and Cicero, as appears from an oration which he then • 
delivered, inftead of laying the matter in form before the Senate, 
accofted Cataline in a vehement invective, urging him to be gone 
from the city, where all his fteps were minutely obferved, where 
his meaning was underftood, and precautions taken againft all. his 
defigns. " I told you," faid the Conful, " that your emiflary Mal- 
lius would be in arms by the nrft of November ; that you in- 
" tended a mafTacre of the Senators about the fame time. I now 

w 

if 

* s Cicero ia Cat. i. c . 1 2. 44 Now Florence. 55 Cicero pro Pub. Sylla, c. 16. 

" repeat 
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" repeat the memorable words you made ufe of when you were told, 

" that many of the Senators had withdrawn from the city. You 

" fhould be fatisfied, you faid, with the blood of thofe who re- 
" mained. Were you not furrounded, hemmed in, and befet on 

J - 

" every fide by the guards pofted to watch you ? Did your intention 

" to furprife Pramefte, on the night of the firft of November, efcape 
" me ? Did you not find precautions taken that argued a knowledge 
of your defign ? There is nothing, in Ihort, that you do, that you 
prepare, that you meditate, which is. not heard, which is not feen, 
which is not felt by me in every circumftance. What of laft 
night ? Were you not at the houfe of Porcius Lecca ? Deny it ! 
I have evidence. There are here prefent perfons who were of your 
company. But where are we ? What manner of government or 
republic is this ? The enemies and deftroyers of the commonwealth 
make a part in its higheft councils ! We know them, and yet they 

■ 

" are fuffered to live ! But, be gone. The time of enduring you 



it 



u 



u 



(t 



is pad. The 



Stay only till 



M there is not a fmgle perfon that can pretend to doubt of it ; till 
" your own partizans mull be filent, and till the clamour, which they 
" would willingly raife againft every necefTary act of government, be 

c< fuppreffed." 

This being the general tendency of the Conful's fpeech, fraught 
with fuch alarming matter, and urged with fo much confidence, the 
audience was feized with terror, and numbers, who happened to be 
on the fame bench with Cataline, withdrew from his fide. He him- 
ielf arofe, and attempted to vindicate his charader, but was filenced 
with a general cry of indignation ; upon which he left the Senate ; 
and, after concerting farther meafures with thofe of his party, not 
thinking that a longer ftay in the city could be of any ufe to his 
affairs, he withdrew in the night, leaving letters behind him to fome 

of the Senators, in which he complained, that, by a combination of 
Vol. II. O tt* 
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His enemies, he was driven into exile ; and that, rather than be the 
occafion of any difturbance in the commonwealth, he was willing 
to retire. While thefe letters were handed about in the city, he 
took his way, preceded by the ulhers and enfigns of a Roman Pro- 

conful, {freight for the camp of Maliius, and entered into a ftate of 
open war. The features cf this man's portrait are probably exagge- 
rated by the vehement pencils and lively colourings of Cicero and of 
SallufL He is reprefented as able to endure hardlhips of any kind, 

and as fearlefs in any danger ; as, from his youth, fond of difcord 1 , 
affaninaticns, and blccdfhed ; as haying, under pretence of SyllaV 

profcription, murdered his own brother to poflefs his eftate ; as hav- 
ing murdered his own child, to remove the objection made to him 
by a woman who refufed to marry him with the profpect of being a 

flep-mother. He is reprefented as rapacious, prodigal, gloomy, im- 
petuous, unquiet, diuembling, and perfidious ; a defcription, of 

which the horrors are probably amplified : but for which it cannot 
be doubted there was much foundation, as he far exceeded in profli- 
gacy and defperation all thofe who, either in this or the former age, 

were, by their ambition cr their vices, haftening the ruin of the 
commonwealth. 

Cicero always profefled to have particular intelligence of the pro- 
grefs of Cataline. This, according to Salluft, he owed to Fulvia, 
by whefe means he obtained a correfpondence with Curius ; but he 
himielf, in none cf his orations, gives any intimation of the manner 
in whkh he obtained his information. It is probable that Curius 
infilled on being concealed, that he might not be expofed to the rage 
of the cc nfpirators as an informer and a traitor. On this account the 
Conful. although he was minutely apprifed of particulars, was obliged 

to adept the plan he hitherto followed, to urge the confpirators into 

open hoftilities, and into a full declaration of their purpofe. He had 

fucceeded with refped to Cataline ; but his accomplices were yet 

very 
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very numerous in the city, and were taking their meafures to co- c H A P. 

11 !• 

operate with thofe who were in arms. 

In this ftate of affairs fabius Sanga, a Roman citizen of diftinction, 
came to the Conful, and informed him, that the ambaffadors of the 
Allobroges, a people then inhabiting what is now called the territory 
of Geneva, and part of Savoy, whofe patron he was, had made him 
privy to a very momentous affair; that, upon being difappointed 
in a fuit, on which they had been employed to the Senate, they had 

p 

been carried by P. Umbrenus to Publius Cornelius Lentulus the 
Prsctor, who condoled with them on the lubject of the wrong they 
had received, allured them of redrefs if they would merit the favour 
of a party that was foon to have the afcendant at Rome ; and prc- 
pofed, that they mould immediately, upon their return to their own 
country, prevail on their nation to march an army, for this purpofe, 
into Italy. Cicero immediately laid hold of this intelligence, as af- 



fording means to bring the plot to light, and furnifh a fufficient 
evidence to convict the confpirators. He defired Sanga to encou- 
rage the correfpondence, to advife the ambafladors to infift on proper 

credentials to be mown to their countrymen, to procure a lift of the 
Roman citizens who, in cafe they fhould rife in rebellion againft the 
Romans, were to become bound to protect them ; and when they 
mould be thus provided, and about to depart, he inftructed Sanga 
to bring him intimation of their motions, that they might be fe- 

cured, with their writings, and other evidence of the fads to be 
afecrtained. Sanga, having inftructed the ambafladors accordingly) 
gave notice of their motions to the Conful. In the evening before 
they were to depart, Cicero ordered the Praetors, L. Flaccus and 
C, Pontinus, to march by different ways, and in fmall parties, after 
it was dark, a fufficient armed force to intercept the ambafladors of 
the Allobroges. The parties were ftationed on diiTerent fides of the 
river, at the bridge called Milvius, without knowing of each other, 

0 2 and 
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and without having any fufpicion of the purpofe for which they were 
placed, farther than arofe from their having been told, that they 
were to feize any perfon who mould attempt to pafs. About three 
o'clock in the morning the ambaffadors entered on the bridge with 
a numerous retinue ; and being challenged, and commanded to ftop 
by the party that was placed to intercept them, they endeavoured to 
force their way ; and fome blood was (bed. But on the appearance 
of the Pnetors, with their enfigns of office, the ambaffadors ceafed 
to refift. Their difpatches were fecured. Volturcius, a Roman citi- 
zen, who was found in their company, was taken and fearched. 
Letters were found upon him, in different hands, and under different 
feals, addreffed to Cataline. Thefe, together with the prifoners, 



carried 



The 



of his defign, fent, before any alarm could be taken by the party, 

meffages to Gabinius, Statilius, Cethegus, and Lentulus, defiring to 
fee them at his own houfe. The three former came with the mef- 
fenger ; but Lentulus was newly gone to bed, and, by his delay, gave 
fome caufe to fufpecr, that he was aware of his danger. He too, how- 
ever, came ; and the houfe of Cicero was prefently crowded, not 
only with numbers of the Equeftrian order that were in arms for 

the defence of his perfon, but Hkewife with many fenators whom he 

defired to be prefent. The ambaffadors of the Allobroges, now 
prifoners, were hkewife conducted thither and the letters found upon 
them were produced unopened. Cicero declared his intention to 
auemble the Senate without delay, in order to lay the whole matter 

before them. Many of the company were of opinion, that the letters 

mould be nrfl opened, in order to fee, whether they contained any 
matter cf fo much moment, as to require affembling the Senate, at a 
time when fo great an alarm was likely to be taken. Cicero, how- 
ever, having no doubt of the contents of the letters, and of the im- 

3 portance 
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portance of the matter, over-ruled thofe fcrupies, :and the Senate was 
accordingly called. Mean time the Allobroges Jropt fome expref- 
fions which implied, that arms were concealed in the houfe of Ce- 

thegus. This occafioned a fearch being then made,, and a confider- 
able quantity of daggers and fwords were accordingly found. 

At the meeting of the Senate/ Volturcius was> firft examined; he 
denied his' knowledge of any treafonable defigns, but appeared difcon- 
certed ; and, upon being reminded of the reward that had been offered 
for the difcovery of any plot againit ■ the State, and of the danger 
to which he himfelf would be expofed in prevaricating, he confelTed, 

that the letters feized in his cuftody were fent by the Prseror Lenru- 
lus and others : that he had befides a verbal meffage to Cataline, in- 
forming him, that the plan was now ready for execution ; that the 
ftation Of every perfon was affigned ; that fome were appointed to 
fet fire to the city in different places, and fome to maffacre their ene- 
mies* in the midft of the confufion that was likely to be occafioned 
by the fire ; and defiring that Cataline, in order to fupport his friends, 
and to profit by the diverfion they were to make in his favour with- 
in the walls, fhould iffue a proclamation to arm the flaves, and that 
he himfelf mould march directly to Rome. 

The deputies of the Allobroges being next introduced, acknow- 
ledged, that they had been charged by Lentulus, Cethegus, Statilius, 

and Caffius, with aflurances. of fupport to the council of their na- 
tion, confirmed by oath, accompanied with directions, without delay, 
to march a body of horfe into Italy, where they mould be joined by 
a numerous infantry, and receive proper directions in what manner 

they mould farther proceed : that, to encourage them, Lentulus- 

quoted a prophecy, found in the collection of the Sybils, by which 

he himfelf was pointed out as the third of the Cornelii att deftined to 



The former two were Cinna and Sylla. 
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arrive at the fovereignty of Rome : that the confpirators had differed 
about the time of executing their defign. Lentulus was of opinion it 
ihould be deferred to the holy-days in December ; that Cethegus, 
notwithstanding, and the others, were impatient, and defired a 
nearer day. 

The fuppofed confpirators were next called in their turns ; and the 
letters, with the feals unbroken, were exhibited before them. Cethe- 
gus, being the firft examined, perfifted in denying his knowledge of 
any confpiracy ; accounted for the arms that were found in his houfe, 
by faying, He was curious of workmanfhip of that nature, and al- 
ways bought what he liked. He maintained his countenance well, 
till his letter was produced, and then fell into great confufion, . as 

the leal was immediately known to be his. 

Lentulus next, with great confidence, denied the charge ; affected 

not to know either Volturcius or the ambafladors 5 afked them upon 

what occafion they ever could pretend to have been admitted into his 

houfe ? He, however, owned the feal affixed to the letter that was 

now produced againft him. It was the head of his grandfather. 

But the letter being opened, was found to be unfigned, and in the 
following general terms : " The bearer will inform you who I am. 
" Fear nothing. Remember where you ftand; and neglect no- 

u tiling. Call in every aid, even the meaneft/' While he per- 
fifted in his denial, fome one alked him, If he had never quoted the 
Sybilline oracles to thefe Gauls ? Confounded with this queftion, he 
forgot his difguife, and confefled. 

Gabinius too was at laft brought to own his guilt ; and in this 
manner the confpiracy was fully laid open. L. Julius Cxfar, the 
Conful of the former year, in the prefence of Lentulus, who was 
married to his filler, gave his opinion, that this unhappy man mould 
be immediately put to death. " This," he faid, " is no unprece- 
" dented meafure. My grandfather, Fulvius Flaccus, was llain by 

2 " order 
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" order of the Conful Gabinius. His fon was taken into cuftody and 
w put to death in prifon." In the mean time Lentulus was ordered 
to diveft himfelf of the office of Praetor, and, together with his accom- 
plices, was committed to clofe imprifonment. This Cornelius Len- 
tulus was diftinguimed.by the name of Sura. He had been Conful 

about eight years before, and was afterwards, for his debaucheries, 
ftruck off the rolls of the Senate. He had now again condefcended 

to accept of the office of Proctor, in order to recover, in the capacity 

of a magiftrale, his feat in, the Senate. 

A proclamation was iflued to apprehend M. Cseparius, who had 
been fent to raife an infurreftion in Apulia, together with P. Furius, 

Magius Chilo, and P. Umbrenus, who had firft introduced the Gauliih 
ambaffadors to Gabinius. The Seriate voted thanks to the Conful 
Cicero for his great vigilance, and for the confummate ability he had 
fhewn in the difcovery and fuppreffion of this treafonable defign ; to 
the Prsetors, for the faithful execution of the Conful's orders ; and 
to Antonius, his colleague, for having detached himfelf from men with 
whom he was known to have been formerly connected. A public 
thankfgiving to the gods was likewife decreed in honour of the Con- 
ful, and in con fi deration of this deliverance of the city from fire, 
of the People from mafiacre, and of Italy from devaluation and 
war. 

An aiTembly of the People being called, Cicero gave this account 
of the proceedings in a fpeech which is ft ill extant 27 , and early on 
the following day aiTembled the Senate to deliberate on the farther 
refolutions to be taken with refpect to the prifoners. An agent had 
been bufy in the night to raife fome difturbance in favour of Len- 
tulus; but the defign of fetting fire to the city ftruck the people in 

general with fo much horror, that not only fuch as were poffeiTed of 

► 

47 In Cat. 3, 

property. 
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property, but every inhabitant,, trembled for his own perfon, and for 

the fafety of his houfe. The avenues to the Senate, the Capitol, the 

Forum, all the Temples in the neighbourhood, by break of day, 
were crowded with armed men. The Conful had fummoned the 

equeltrian order in arms to protect the Senate, and citizens of every 
rank came forth to ftrengthen the hands of the magiftrates. * 
When the Senate met, the members differed in their judgment. 

Junius Silanus, one of the Confuls- elect, being called up firft in order, 
declared himfelf for a fentence of death. Tiberius Nero differed 

from him, and propofed perpetual imprifonment. The majority, 
however, joined Silanus, until Caius Julius Csefar fpoke. This able 

advocate declared againft the opinion of Silanus, not as too fevere, 

but as contrary to law ; and infifted on the danger of a precedent 

which might fet the life of every citizen at the mercy of a vote in 

the Senate. Death, he laid, was the common deftination of all 

men; what no one could avoid, and what the wife frequently 

coveted. It was not, therefore, a puniihment ; and he did not propofe 

to mitigate, but to increafe, the feverity of the fentence in this cafe. 

He propofed, therefore, that the eltates of the prifoners mould be 
confiicated ; that their perfons mould be committed for life to the 
keeping of the moft fecure and beft affected towns in Italy ; arid 
that it fhould be declared treafon for any one hereafter to move the 
Senate or the People for any mitigation of their puniihment. 

Czelar might be confidered as uttering what the popular faction 

were to urge, and as laying the ground upon which the proceedings 

of the Senate, and the conduct of each particular member, might be 
afterwards arraigned before the People. The terrors of the Porcian 
and Sen ipronian laws, when likely to be urged by fo powerful an 
advocate, alarmed the greater part of the Senate. Silanus is faid to 
have retracted his opinion. The Conful fiibmitted the queftion to 
the judgment of the Senate, and declared his willingnefs to execute 

any 



OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. , 105 

any decree they mould form. He treated Caefar with great refpect, c HA P. 
and laid hold of the fevere terras in which he fpoke of the confpi- 
racy, as a pledge of his future conduct, in cafe the proceedings of 
government, with refpect to the matter now before them, lhould 
hereafter be queftioned or brought under review. " The Senate/* 

he obferved, " had no caufe to dread the imputation of cruelty. It 
" was mercy to prevent, in the mod effectual manner, a crime to 
4i be perpetrated in fo much blood. If this erime were not pre- 
" vented, they were to fee that city, the refort of nations, and the 
4i light and ornament of empire, perifh at one blow. They were to 
u fee heaps of her citizens unburied, and lying in their blood: to 

w fee the fury of Cethegus let loofe in murder ; to fee Lentulus be- 
" come a king, Cataline commanding an army, and every where to 

u hear the cries of mothers, to fee the flight of children, and the rape 

" of virgins. — If the father of a family," he continued, u mould 

" fpare a ilave who had flied the blood of his children, who had 

" murdered his wife, and fet fire to his dwelling, how mould fuch 

" a father be confidered — as cruel, or as void of affection ? 

w He defired them not to regard what was given out, of their not 
u being in condition to attempt any thing vigorous againft thefe 
" men. He himfelf, as firft magiftrate, had not neglected the ne- 
" ceffary precautions ; and the general ardour with which all ranks 
" of men concurred in the defence of their familie6, their properties, 
" and the feat of empire, rendered every refolution they could take 
M fecure of the utmoft effect. The forum is full, ail the temples in 
" its neighbourhood are Ml, all the ftreets and avenues to this place 



every 



" for the defence of their country. He requefted that the Senate 
" would iffue their orders before the fun went down, and feemed to 

" apprehend dangerous confequences, if thefe matters were left un- 
VoL.IL P "determined, 
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" determined, and the city expofed to the accidents of the following 
u night. For himfelf, he profeffed to have taken his refolution. Al- 
u though he felt the occafion full of perfonal danger, he would exe- 

" cute the orders of the confcript fathers," he faid ; " but, if he fell 
" in the attempt, implored their protection for his wife and his 

" children"." 

All this appears to have paffed in debate before Cato fpoke. This 
virtuous citizen, then about thirty-three years of age, had, in the 

former part of his life, taken a very different courfe from the youths 
of his own time, and, both by his temper and education, was averfe 
to the libertine principles which had crept into the politics and the 
manners of the age. He fpoke chiefly in anfwer to Caius Cxfar, 
who, he obferved, feemed to miftake the queftion. " We are not 
" enquiring," he faid, " what is the proper punifhment of a crime 
a already committed, but how we may defend the republic from an 
" imminent danger with which it is threatened. It is propofed to 

M fend the prifoners to fafe keeping in the country. Why into the 
w country ? Becaufe perhaps the faction of profligate citizens is more 
<; numerous in Rome, and may refcue them. Is Rome the only 
a place to which profligate men may refort, or are prifoners of State 
" moft fecure where the force of government is leaft ? This pro— 
" pofal is furely an idle one, if the author of it profeffes to en- 
" tertain any fear of thefe men. But if, in this general alarm of all- 

" the city, he and fuch perfbns be not afraid, fo much the more 
" came have we to be on our guard- We are befet with enemies* 
41 both within and without the walls. While Cataline with fire and 

ft 

" fword is haftening to your gates, you hefitate,. whether you will 
" cut oS or fpare his aflbciates, that are taken with the torch in their 

u hands and the dagger at your breaft ! You muft ftrike thofe who- 



** Cicero in Cataliuam, orat. iv. 
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" are now in your power, if you mean to intimidate thofe who are 

" coming to fupport their defigns. The remifihefs or the vigour 
" which you now fhow will be felt in the camp of Cataline, and 
" will be attended with fuitable effects. I am therefore of opinion, 
" that wc order thefe men, agreeably to the practice which our an- 
" ceftors followed in all cafes of trcafon and of open war againft the 
" commonwealth, to immediate death." 

Such is faid to have been the fpeech of Cato, by which the Senate 
was determined in the very momentous refolution which was taken 
on the prefent occafion 5 and however little we may be inclined to 
confider fuch compofitions in many parts of antient hiftory as re- 
cords of fact, much credit is due to this reprefentation, as it is given 
by a perfon who himfelf became a partizan of Catfar, and as the 
fpeech itfelf muft have been offered to the perufal of many who were 

prefent at the delivery of it * 8 . The execution of the prifoners was 
accordingly determined, and Cornelius Lentulus, in the beginning 

of the following night, was, by order of the Conful, committed to 

a vaulted dungeon under ground, and ftrangled. His accomplices had 

the fame fate ; and the minds of men, though fomewhat quieted of 

their fears, were neverthelefs ftunned with the fcene, and beheld with 

amazement a Patrician of the Cornelian family, of the firft rank in 

the commonwealth, who himfelf had been Conful, fuffering, with- 
out any formal trial, by the hands of the common executioner of 
juftice 49 . 

While thefe things were in agitation at Rome, Cataline was en- 
deavouring to augment his force in the field. He found about two 

al The more credit is doe to this account f » Saluft. Bell. Cataf. Cur ergo in fen- 

of Cato's fpeech, that the fpeech, which is tentiam Catonis ? quia verbis luculentio>ibas 

afcribed to Cicero by the fame hiftorian, is et pluribus, rem eandem comprehenderat. 

a faithful extraft from the oration which ftill Cicer. ad Atticum, lib, xij, epift. si. 

remains. 

P 2 ' thoufand 
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thoufand men under Mallius. Thefe he formed into two legions, 
and as his party increafed he completed their numbers. He refufed 

for fome time to inrol the fugitive flaves, of whom many took refuge 

in his camp; thinking it would difcredit and weaken his caufe to. reft 
any part of it on this fupport. But the freemen that joined him 
being ill armed, he was obliged to keep in the neighbourhood of the 
mountains, and frequently to change his ground, to avoid an en- 
gagement with the Conful; and he endeavoured to gain, time, in 
hopes that, the intended blow being ftruck at Rome, a general defec- 
tion^ the oppofite party would enfue. But when accounts came that 
his defign had failed in the city, and that his principal affociates were 
no more, thofe who were inclined to his caufe were difcouraged, and 
numbers who had already joined him began to fall off, he determined 
to remove to a diftance from his enemies; and for this purpofe 

directed his march to a pafs in the Apennines, by which he might 
efcape into Gaul. This defign the Prsetor Metellus had forefeen, 
made a forced march to prevent the effect of it, and Cataline at laft, 
finding himfelf befet on every quarter, determined to hazard a 

battle. Of the armies that were in the field againft him he chofe to 
face that of Antonius ; either becaufe it lay on his route to Rome, 

and, if defeated or removed, might open his way to the city, or 
becaufe he hoped to meet in the commander of it fome remains 
of inclination in his favour. In whatever degree thefe hopes 

were at firft reafonably conceived, they ceafed to have any foun- 
dation ; as Antonius, being taken ill, had left the army under the 
command of Petreius. With this commander Cataline engaged in battle, 
and, after many efforts of valour and of conduct, fell, with the 
greater part of his followers, and thus delivered the State from 
a defperate enemy, whofe power was happily not equal to his de- 
figns, and who has owed much of his celebrity to the orator and 
the hiflorian, who have made him the fubjecl: of their eloquent 

I compo- 
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compofitlons. Salluft appears to have been fo intent on raifing and 
finiming particular parts of his work, that he neglected the general 

order of Kis narrative.. I* have, therefore, in raoft parts of the re- 
lation, , preferred the authority of Cicero to his. This great man 
was undoubtedly beft informed, and he refted fo much of his repu- 
tation on thistranfa&ion, that he lofes no opportunity of returning 
to it,, and in different parts of his writings, when colle&ed, has fur— 
nifhed a pretty full narration of circumftances refpe&ing the origin 

and termination of this wild and profligate attempt to fubvert the . 
government of the republic. 
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CHAP. IV. 

P 

Character of the Times. Pbilofophy. Oppoftte Tenets and Vo- 
taries. Proceedings of the Senate. Tribunate of McteHus, 

Kcpos, and of Cato. Propofal to recal Pompe'y at the head of his 

army frufi rated. His arrival in Italy And Triumph. 

T may appear ftrange, that any age or nation fhould have fur- 
nifhed the example of a project conceived in fo much guilt, or 

of characters fo atrocious as thofe under which the accomplices of 

Cataline are defcribed by the eloquent orator and hiftorian from 

whofe writings the circumftances of the late confpiracy are collected. 
The fcene, however, in this republic was fuch as to have no parallel, 
either in the pad or in the fubfequent hiftory of mankind. There 

was lefs government, and more to be governed, than has been 
exhibited in any other inftance. The people of Italy were become 
matters of* the known world ; it was impoffible they could ever meet 
in a fair and adequate convention. They were reprcfented by par- 
tial meetings or occafional tumults in the city of Rome ; and to take 
the fenfe cf the People on any fubject was to raife a riot. Indivi- 
dual? were veiled with powers almoft difcretionary in the provinces, 
or continually aipired to fuch fituations. The nominal affemblies of 
the People were often led by profligate perfons, impatient of govern- 
ment, in hafte to govern. Ruined in their fortunes by private pro- 
digality, or by the public expence in foliciting honours ; tempted to 
repair their ruins by oppreflion and extortion where they were en- 
muled with command, or by defperate attempts againft the govern- 
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ment of their country if difappointed in their hopes. Not only were c H A p « 
many of the prevailing practices diforderly, but the law itfelf was 
erroneous 2 ; adopted indeed at firft by a virtuous people, becaufe it 

fecured the perfons and the rights of individuals, but now anxioufly 

preferved by their pofterity, becaufe it gave a licence to their crimes. 

The provinces were to be retained by the forces of Italy ; the 

Italians themfelves by the afcendant of the capital ; and in this capital 
all was confufion and anarchy, except where the Senate, by its au- 
thority and the wifdom of its councils, prevailed'. It was expedient 

for the People to reftrain the abufes of the ariftocratical power; but 
when the fovcreignty was exercifed in the name of the collective 

body of the Roman People, the anarchy and confufion that prevailed* 

at Rome fpread from one extremity of her dominion to the other. 

The provinces were oppreffed, not upon a regular plan to aggrandize 
the State, but at the plcafure of individuals, to enrich a few of the 

noft outrageous and profligate citizens. The People were often af- 
fembled to erect arbitrary powers, under the pretence of popular go- 
vernment. The public interefts and the order of the State were in 
perpetual ftruggle with the pretenfions of fingle and of profligate 
men. In fuch a fituation there were many temptations to be wicked ; 
and in fuch a fituation likewife, minds that were turned to integrity 
and honour had a proportionate fpring to their exertions and purfuits. 
The range of the human character was great^and extenfive, and men 

were not likely to trifle within narrow bounds ; they were deftined to 
be good or to be wicked in the higheft meafure, and, by their 
itruggles, to exhibit a fcene interefting and inftructive beyond any 
pther in the hiftory of mankind. 

■ 

a Lex Valeria & Porcia dc tergo Civium any proceeding again ft him by an appeal to* 

lata. Liv. ]ib. ii. c. 3. lib. Hi. c. ^5. lib. x. the People at large ; and, being at liberty du- 

c.9. By thefe laws a Roman citizen could ring tiial, might withdraw whenever he per- 

not be imprifoned, any more than luffer pu- ceived the fentence likely to be given againft. 

mfhment,. before conviction j he might ftop him. 

3 Among, 
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Among the caufes that helped to cany the chara&ers of men w 

this age to fuch diftant extremes, may be reckoned the philofophy of 
the Greeks, which was lately come into fafhion, and which was much 

affected by the higher ranks of men in the State 1 , Literature being, 

by the difficulty and expence of multiplying copies of books \ con- 
fined to peribns having wealth and power, it was confidered as a 
diftinction of rank, and was received not only as an ufeful, but as a 
fafhionable accompli&ment \ The leflbns of the fchool were con- 
fidered as the elements of every liberal and active profeflion, and they 

were pra&iied at the bar, in the field, in the Senate, and every where in 

the conduct of real affairs. Philofophy was confidered as an ornament, 
as well as a real foundation of ftrength, ability, and wifdora in the 
practice of life. Men of the world, inftead of being afliamed of 
their feci:, affected to employ its language on every important oc- 
cafion, and to be governed by its rules fo much as to affume, in com- 
pliance with particular fyftems, distinctions of manners, and even of 

drefs. They embraced their forms in philofophy, as the fectaries in 
modern times have embraced theirs in religion ; and probably in the 
one cafe honoured their choice by the fincerity of their faith and the 
regularity of their practice, much in the fame degree as they have 

done in the other. 

In thefe latter times of the Roman republic the feet of Epicurus 

appears to have prevailed ; and what Fabricius wimed, on hearing 

the tenets of this philoibphy, for the enemies of Rome, had now 
befallen her citizens \ Men were glutted with national profperity ; 

they thought that they were born to enjoy what their fathers had won, 

* Vid. Cicero's Philofophical Works. Crneas, in the hearing of Fabricius, enter- 

* The grandees had their flaves fomerimes taincd his prince with an argument, to prove 
■educated to ferve zs fecretaries to them felves, that pleafure was the chief good, Fabricius 
or as preceptors to their children. wifhed that the enemies of Rome might long 

5 See Plutarch, in Pyrr. The philofopher entertain fach tenets. 

and 
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and faw not the ufe of thofe auftere and arduous virtues by which c *j^A p. 

the State -had increafed to its prefent greatnefs. The votaries of this 
feci afcribed the formation of the world to chance, and denied the 
exiftence of Providence. They refolved the diftin&ions of right and 
reong, of honour and difhonour, into mere appellations of pleafure 

and pain. Every man's pleafure was to himfelf the fupreme rule of 
eftimation and of action. All good was private. The public was a 
mere impofture, that might be fuccefsfully employed, perhaps to de- 
fraud the ignorant of their private enjoyments, while it furniflied the 
conveniences of the wife \ To perfons fo inftructed, the care of fa- 
milies and of itates, with whatever elfe broke in upon the enjoy- 
ments of pleafure and eafe, muft appear among the follies of human 
•life. And a feci: under thefe imputations might be confidered as 
patrons of licentioufnefs, both in morality and religion, and de- 
clared enemies to mankind. Yet the Epicureans, when urged in ar- 
gument by their opponents, made fome conceflions in religion, and 
many more in morality. They admitted the exiftence of gods, but 
fuppofed thofe beings of too exalted a nature to have any concern in 
human affairs. They owned that, although the value of virtue was 
to be meafured by the pleafure it gave, yet true pleafure was to be 
found in virtue alone ; and that it might be enjoyed in the higheft 
degree even in the midft of bodily pain. Notwithftanding this de- 
cifion on the fide of morality, the ordinary language of this feft, 
reprefenting virtue as a mere prudent choice among the pleafures to 
which men are varioufly addicted, ferved to fupprefs the fpecific fen- 
timents of confcience and elevation of mind, and to change the re- 
proaches of criminality, profligacy, or vilenefs, by which even bad 
men are reftrained from iniquity, into mere imputations of miftake, 

-or variations of tafte. 

• Cicero in Pifonem. 
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Other fecb, particularly that of the Stoicks, maintained, almoft m 

every particular, the reverfe of thefe tenets. They maintained the 
reality of Providence, and of a common intereft of goodnefs and of 

jufiice, for which Providence was exerted, and in which all rational 

creatures were deeply concerned. They allowed, that in the nature 

of things there are many grounds upon which we prefer or reject 

the objeds that prefent themfelves to us, but that the choice which 
we make, not the event of our efforts, decides our happinefs ox 
our mifery ; that right and wrong are the moft important and the 

only grounds upon which we can at all times fafely proceed in our 
choice, and that, in comparifon to this difference, every thing eKe 

is of no account ; that a juft man will ever act as if there was no- 
thing good but what is right, and nothing evil but what is wrong ; 

that the Epicureans miftook human nature when they fuppofed all 
its principles refolveable into appetites for pleafure, or averfions to 

pain ; that honour and dilhonour, excellence and defect, were con- 

fideratons which not only led to much nobler ends, but which were 

of much greater power in commanding the human will ; the love of 
pleafure was groveling and vile, was the fource of diflipation and 



of floth ; the love of excellence and honour was afpiring and noble, 

and led to the greateft exertions and the higheit attainments of our 
nature. They maintained that there is no private good feparate from 

the public good ; that the fame qualities of the underftanding and 
the heart, wifdom, benevolence, and courage, which are good for the 
individual, are fo likewife for the public ; that thefe bleflings every 

man may poffefs, independent of fortune or the will of other men ; 
and that whoever does poffefs them has nothing to hope,, and no^ 
thing to fear, and can have but one fort of emotion, that of fatif- 

faction and joy ; that his affections, and the maxims of his ftation, 
as a creature of God, and as a member of fociety, lead him to act for 

the good of mankind j and that for himfelf he has nothing more to 

2 • dcfire s 
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defire, than the happinefs of acting this park Thefe, they faid, "were 
the tenets of reafon leading to perfection, which ought to be the aim 
of every perfon who means to preferve his integrity, or to confult 
his happinefs, and towards which every one may .idvance, although 
no one has actually reached it. 

. Other feds affected to find a middle way between thefe extremes, 
and attempted, in fpeculation, to render their doctrines more plaufible ; 
that is> more agreeable to common opinions than .either 3 but were, 
in fad, of no farther moment in human life than as they approached 
to the one or to the other of thefe oppofite fyftems. 

Csefar is faid to have embraced the doctrines of Epicurus ; Cato 
thofe of Zend. The firft, in compliance with fafhion, or from the 
bias of an original temper. The other, from the force of conviction, 
as well as from the predilection of a warm and ingenuous mind. 
"When fuch characters occur together, it is impoffible not to fee them 
in contraft. When Saluft writes of the proceedings of the Senate, in 
the cafe of the Cataline confpiracy, he feems to overlook every other 
character, to dwell upon thefe alone. Csefar, at the time when this 
hiftorian flourilhed, had many claims to his notice 7 j but Cato could 

1 

owe it to nothing but the force of truth. He was diftinguifhed from 
his infancy by an ardent and affectionate difpofition. This part of 
his character is mentioned on occafion of his attachment to his brother 

Cxpio, and the vehement forrow with which he was feized at his 

■ 

death. It is mentioned, on occafion of his vifit to the dictator Sylla, 
when he was with difficulty reftrained by the difcretion of his tutor 
from fome act or expreffion of indignation againft this real or appa- 

* 

rent violator of public juftice. He had from his infancy, according 
to Plutarch, a refolution, a fteadinefs, and a compofure of mind not 

to be moved by flattery, nor to be fhaken by threats. Without 

■ 

r 

7 Salluft attached himfelf to Csfar, and was employed by him in the civil wars. 

Q^2 fawning 
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fewaing or iolinjia&>n, he- was the favourite ef h 
bad* by his uaaSefted generality csuEagey tfc 
their confidence. Though in, appearance item 

bis afifi&ions, and. zealous in the 



was warm in 



and juftice* Such are the marks of an original temper,, affixed by 
hiftorians as the characters of his; infancy and early youth. 



So fitted 



nature, he imbibed "with eafe an opinion, 



ardice. 



malke, were the only evils to be feared ; courage, 
benevolence, the only good to be coveted j and that 



care of a man on every occafion 



him, but what he himfelf is to do. 



this profeffion he became 



fbikine contrail 



of his, contemporaries ; and to Ca;far 



:ukr. 



furnilh a fufKcient 
to be thrown into t 



ato the oppofite fcale. They were both of 
undaunted courage, and of great penetration ; the one to diftinguiih 
what was belt; the other to diftinguifh the moft effectual means for 



which 



It were to miftake 



intirely the fcene in which they were engaged, to judge of their abi- 
lities from the event of their different purfuits* Thofe of Cato were 
by their nature a ferics of druggies with almoft infurmountable dif- 
ficulties : thofe of Cxfar, a conflant endeavour to feize the advantages. 



weakneffs 



himfelf. 



eafi 



Cato 



government, however defperate, becaufe this was the part it became 
him to act, and in which he chofe to live and to die. C#far propofed 

to overturn it ; becaufe he wifhed to difpofe of all the wealth and ho- 
nours of the State at his own pleafure. 

Csefar, as verfhtiie in his genius, as Cato was fteady and in- 
flexible, could perfonate any character, and fupport any caufe ; in 

debate 
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debate, he could derive his arguments from any topic from topics of 
pity, of which he was infenfible from topics of juftice and public 
good,, for which he had no regard. His vigour in refitting perfonal 
infults~and wrongs appeared in his early youth,- when he withftood 
the imperious commands of Sylla to part with his wife, the daughter 
of Cinna, and when he revenged the infults offered by the pirates to 
himfelf; but while his temper might be fuppofed the moft animated 
and warm, he was not involved in bufmefs by a predilection for any 
of the interefts on which the State was divided. So long as the ap- 
petites of youth were fufficient to occupy him, he faw every, object 
of State, or of faction, with indifference, and took no part in public 
affairs. But even in this period, by his application and genius, in 
both of which he was eminent, he made a diftinguilhed progrefs in 

letters and eloquence* When he turned his mind to objects of am- 
bition, the fame perfonal vigour which appeared in his youth, became 
frill more confpicuous; but, unfortunately, his pafTions were ill 
directed, and lie feemed to confider the authority that was exercifed 
by the Senate, and the reftraints of law on himfelf, as an infult and a 
wrong. 

Caefar had attained to feven-and -thirty years of age before he took 

* 

any part as a member of the commonwealth. He then courted the 
populace in preference to the Senate or better fort of the People, and 
made his firft appearance in fupport of the profligate, againft the 

order and authority of government. With perfons of defperate for- 
tune and abandoned manners, he early bore the character of liberality 
and friendlhip. They received him as a generous patron come to 
refcue them from the morofe feverity of thofe who judged of 
public merits by the ftandard of public virtue, and who declared 
againft practices, however fafhionable, which were inconfiftent with 
public fafety. Himfelf, a perfon of the greateft abilities, and the 

moft accoropliflxed talents, having an opportunity to live on terms of 

equality 
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equality with the greateft men that have yet appeared in the world, 
he chofe to ftart up as the chief among thofe who, being abandoned 
to every vice, law the remains of virtue in their country with diftafte 
and averfion. When he emerged from the avocations of pleafure, 
or from the flotlj which accompanies the languor of diflipation, his 
ambition or defire to counteract the eftabliftied government of his 
country, and to make himfelf matter of the commonwealth, became 
extreme. To this paffion he facrificed every fentiment of friendmip 

or animofity, of honour, intereft, refentment, or hatred. The phi- 
lofophy which taught men tfc '".ok for enjoyment indifcriminately 
wherever it pleafed them moft, found a ready acceptance in fuch a 
difpofition. But while he poflibly availed himfelf of the fpeculations 
of Epicurus to juftify his choice of an object, he was not inferior to 
the followers of Zeno, in vigorous efforts and active exertions for the 

attainment of his ends. Being about feven years younger than Pom- 

per, and three years older than Cato ; the firft he occafionally em- 
ployed as a prop to his ambition, but probably never ceafed to con- 
fider him as a rival ; the other, from a fixed animofity of oppolite 
nature?, and from having felt him as a continual opponent in all his 
defigns, he fmcerely hated. 

Cato began his military fervice in the army that was formed 
againft the gladiators, and concluded it as a legionary Tribune, under 
the Pretor Rubrius in Macedonia, while Pompey remained in Syria. 
He was about three-and-thirty years of age when he made his fpeech 
relating to the accomplices of Cataline and by the decifive and re- 
folute fplrit be had mown on this occafion, came to be confidered as 
a principal fupport of the ariftocracy, or of the authority of the Se- 
nate 5 . To this body, as ufual, every flagrant diforder repreffed 
was a victory. The difcovery of a defign, fo odious as that of Cata- 

1 Pijjtarch. in C-ton. edit. Londio. p. 232. 

line, 
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line, covered under popular pretences, greatly weakened their anta- C 
gonifts. One of the firft ufes they propofed to make of their ad- 
vantage, was to have Cato elected among the Tribunes of the fub- 
fequent year. His fervices were likely to be wanted in oppofition 
to Metellus Nepos, then arrived from the army of Pompey, with 
recommendations from his general to offer himfelf a candidate for 
the fame office ; and, as was expected, to ftart fome new gratifica- 
tion to the ambition or vanity of this infatiable fuitor for perfonaJ 

confideration. 

' It had not yet appeared what part Pompey was to take in the 
difputes that were likely to arife on the legality or expedience of the 
late meafures ; but it is not to be doubted, that he wifhed to hold the 
balance of parties, and that he would come prepared for the part that 

was moft likely to promote his own importance. Metellus was fent 

on before him to be fupported by his friends in the canvate for the 
office of Tribune, and with his inftru&ions to take fuch meafures 
as were likely to favour the pretenfions of his general. The leading 
men of the Senate were now, for fome time, aware of the intrigues 
of Pompey, and bore, with indignation, the perfonal fuperiority 
which he affected even to the firfl; and moft refpe&ed of their order. 
They took occafion, in the prefent crifis, to mortify him by admit- 
ting Lucullus and Metellus Creticus to the triumphs to which, by 
their victories in Pontus and in Crete, they were long intitled. Hi- 
therto their claims had been over-ruled by the popular faction, either 
to annoy the Senatorian party, to which they were attached, or to 
flatter Pompey, who was fuppofed to be equally averfe to the ho- 
nours of both* They had waked in Italy about three years, and, in 
the manner of thofe who fue for a triumph, had abftained from en- 
tering the city, and ftill retained the fafces or enfigns of their late 

command 9 * 

9 Cicero in Lucullo* 

Lucullus^ 
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Lucullus, having obtained the honour that was due to him, feemed 
to be Satisfied with the acknowledgment of his right ; and, as if 
cierely to ihow with what fort of enemy he had fought, he enter- 
ed the city with a few of the Armenian horfemen cafed in ar- 
mour, a few of the armed chariots winged with fcythes, and about 
•fixty of the officers and courtiers of Mithridates, who were his cap- 
tives. He ordered the fpoils he had gained, the arms and enfigns of 
, the prows of the gallies he had taken, to be difplayed to public 



view in the great circus, and concluded the folemnity with giving a 
feaft to the People. The Senate hoped for his fupport againft the 
ambition of Pompey, and the fa&ious defigns of the popular leaders ; 
but he was difgufted, and fcarcely ever after took any part in the 
irs of State. 

The triumph of Metellus Creticus did not take place till after the 



following 



Munena, after whofe election, Cicero, before he had vacated his 

own office of Conful, had occafion to defend his intended fucceflbr 
Munena, againft a charge of corruption brought upon the ftatute of 
Calpurnius, by ServLus Sulpicius, one of his late competitors, fup- 

ported by Cato and others. The oration of Cicero on this occafion 

is ftill extant, and is a curious example of the topics, which, under 
popular governments, enter even into judicial pleadings. Great part 
of it conlifts in a ridicule of law terms; becaufe Sulpicius, one of the 
profecutors, was accuftomed to give counfel to his friends who con- 
futed him in matters of law ; and in a ridicule of the Stoic philo- 
fophy, becaufe Cato, another profecutor, was fuppofed to have em- 
braced the do&rines of that feci. Cato made no other remark 
this pleading, but That the republic was provided with a merry Conful. 

Hie argument appeared Efficiently ftrong on the fide of Muracna, and 
he was acquitted. 

At the clofe of this trial, Cicero, about to refign his power with 



the ufual affeveration, upon oath, That he had faithfully 



3 



beft 
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beft of his abilities, difcharged his tmft; he propofed, at "the fame c H A p. 
time, to harangue the People, but was ordered by Metelhis, already 
elected, and acting in capacity of Tribune, to confine himfelf to the 
terms of his oath. He accordingly refrained from fpeaking ; but 
inftead of fwearing fimply, That he had been faithful to his truft, he 
took an oath, That he had preferred the republic '°. It was on this 
occafion, probably, that Cato, now another of the Tribunes, in a 
fpeech to the People, alluding to the fuppreffion of the late confpt- 
racy, called Cicero the Father of his Country" ; and from this time 

entered upon an oppofition to his colleague MeteHus, which was not 

likely to drop while they continued in office. 

Soon after the acceffion of the new magiftrates, a ftorm began to U- c. 6 9 t. 

gather, which, though Hill aimed at the party of. the Senate, burft sUaou?,"* 
at laft in a perfonal attack upon the late Conful, who had been the l ' Murana 
author or inftrument of the Senate in the fummary proceedings 
againft the accomplices of Cataline. Metellus Nepos feems to have 
come from Afia, and to have entered on the office of Tribune, with 
a particular defign to bring about the introduction of Pompey with 
his army into Rome ; and he was joined in this project by Caius Julius 

Qefar l \ now in the office of Praetor, who chofe to fupport the Tri- 
bune, as an act of hoftility to the Senate, if not as the means of dif- 
embarafling himfelf from the prefent forms of the commonwealth. 

In confequence of a plan concerted with Csefar, the Tribune Me- 
tellus moved in the Senate, as had been ufual in the times of its 
higheft authority, for leave to propofe a decree in the afiembly of 
the People recalling Pompey from Afia at the head of his . forces, 
in order to reftore the conftitution of the commonwealth, which, in 
the terms he afterwards employed to the People, had been violated by 
the arbitrary adminiftration of Cicero. This was the firft attempt of the 

10 Plutarch, in Cicerone. 11 Cicer, in Pifonem. c. 3. ,a Sueton. an Jul. Caf. c. 16. 
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party to inflame the minds of the People on the fubjeft of the late 
executions ; and Pompey was, in this manner, offered to the popular 
party as their leader to avenge the fuppofed wrongs they had re- 
ceived. Cato, when, the matter was propofed in the Senate, endea- 
voured to perfuade Metellus to drop it, reminded him of the dignity 

of his family, which had been always a principal ornament and fup- 

port of the State. This treatment ferved only to raife the prefump- 
tion of Metellus, and brought on a violent altercation between the 

Tribunes. The Senate applauded Cato,' but had not authority 

enough to prevent the motion which was propofed from being made 

to the People. 

Metellus, apprehending an obftinate refiftance from his colleague,, 
endeavoured to fill the place of affembly with his own partizans ; 
and, on the evening before the meeting, in order to intimidate his 

opponents, paraded in the ftreets with a numerous attendance of 
men in arms. The friends and relations of the other Tribunes 
earneftly befeeched them not to expofe themfelves to the danger with 

which they were threatened. But, on the following day, the other 
party being already afTembled by Metellus, at the temple of Caftor, 
and the place having been in the night occupied by perfons under 
his direction, armed with flicks, fwords, and other offenfive wea- 
pons n , Cato went forth attended only by Minucius Thermus, an- 
other of the Tribunes, and a few friends. They were Joined by 

numbers in the ftreets, who could not accompany them to their 
place, being prevented by the multitude of armed men that already 
crowded the avenues and the fteps of the temple. But they them- 
felves, from refped to their office, being fufrered to pafs^ drag- 
ged along with them through the crowd, as an aid, in • cafe any 
violence were offered, Munatius, a citizen much attached to 



13 ?Iat2rcb, in Catonc, edit. Lond'in. p. 241, &c. 

a Cato, 
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Cato. When they came to the bench of Tribunes, they found that 
Metellus, with the Prstor Julius Csefar, had taken their places 
there ; and that, in order to concert their operations in the con- 
duel: of this affair, they were clofely feated together. Cato, to dis- 
appoint this intention, forced himfelf in betwixt them, and, when 
the ordinary officer began to read the intended decree, interpofed his 
negative, and forbade him to proceed. Metellus himfelf feized the 
wiiting, and began to read ; but Cato fnatched it out of his hands. 
Metellus endeavoured to repeat the fubftance of it from his memory. 
Thermus clapt his hand to his mouth. A general filence remained 
in the affembly, till Metellus, having made a fignal for his party to 
clear the comitium of their enemies, a great tumult and confufion 
arofe ; and the Tribunes who oppofed Metellus were in imminent 
danger. The Senators had met in mourning, to mark their fenfe of 

the evils which threatened the commonwealth ; and now, under the 
apprehenfion of fome fignal calamity, gave a charge to the Confuls 
to watch over the fafety of the State, and impowered them to take 

fuch meaiures as might be neceffary to preferve or to reftore the 

public peace *\ 

In confequence of this charge, the Conful Muraena appeared with 

a body of men in arms, had the good fortune to refcue Cato and 
Minucius Thermus j and probably by this feafonable interpofition 
effaced any remains of mifunderftanding which might have fub- 
filled between Cato and himfelf, on account of the profecution for 

briber}'' which followed the late elections M . 

Metellus, after the tumult was compofed, having again obtained 
filence, began to read the propofed decree ; but the Senatorian party, 
headed by the Confuls, being then in the comitium, he found it 
impoffible to proceed ; and, together with the Prator Caius Juliw 



'* Plutarch, in Catone, edit. Londin. p. 24', &c 15 Plutarch, ibid. 
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K Cariar, retired from the affembly. From this time, thefe officers 
made no attempt to refume their motion, but complained that the 
government was ufurped by a violent faction, under whom even the 

perfons of the Tribunes were unfafe ; and Metellus, as if forced to 
break through the rules which obliged the Tribunes . to conftant re- 
fidence at Rome, abandoned the city, even left Italy, and fled to the 
camp of Pompey in Afia, from which he was lately arrived ,6 . He 
had already threatened his opponents at Rome with the refentment 
and military power of his general, and now endeavoured to excite 

the army and their commander to follow the example which had 
been fet to them by Sylla and his legions, when oppreffed citizens, a 

defcriprion in which he now comprehended himfelf, fled to them for 
protection and revenge. 

It may well be fuppofed, that Caefar, remembering his own efcape 
from the ruin of the Marian faction, and confidering Pompey as the 
head of an oppofite intereft, and a principal obftacle to his own ambition, 
muft look upon him with fome degree of perfonal diflike and animo- 
fity ; but his conduct on this occafion fufEciently mowed how little 
he was the dupe of any paflion or fentiment which had a tendency 

to check his purfuits. Meaning for the prefent only to weaken the 
Senate, and to ftep in before them in the favour of Pompey ; he 
undertook the caufe even of a rival, and would have joined the po- 
pulace, in delivering the commonwealth into his hands, rather than 
remain under a government which he hated. But if he really meant 
to overthrow the Senate by force, he miftook his inflrument. Pompey, 
no doubt, afpired to the fovereignty of the empire, and wifhed to 
reign in the city with a military power ; but even this he defired to 
receive as the fruit of consideration and perfonal refpect, and he ever 

hoped to make the People beftow it, and even force him to accept 

" Dio Caff. Jib. xxxvli. c. 43. 
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of it as their gift. For this purpofe he encouraged fo many agents c 
and retainers to found his praife ; and for this purpofe he had re- 
cently fent Metellus Nepos from his camp to take upon him the func- 
tions of a popular Tribune ; but having failed of his object, he by 
no means could think of extorting it by force. No one ever courted 
diftinction with a more inceflant emulation to his rivals j but he was 
intirely dependent on the public opinion for any fatisfaction he en- 
joyed in the poffeffion of power, Trufting to this laft pait of his 
character, Cxfar, though himfelf of unbounded ambition, was not 
yet alarmed at the elevation of Pompey, and thought that he was 
fafe even in offering him the dominion of the State. Pompey 
was, at this conjuncture, with his army moving towards Italy, 
and his coming was matter of great folicitude to the friends of 
the commonwealth, who feared that, in return to the affront of 
his not being invited to come with his army, upon the motion 
of Metellus, he would employ it in perfon to enforce his com- 
mands. Upon his arrival at Brundifium, however, as formerly 

upon his return from Africa, he difpelled thofe fears by an imme- 
diate difmiffion of the troops, with inftructions, merely that they 
would attend at his triumph. He himfelf came forward to Rome 
with the fingle equipage of his Proconfular rank. Multitudes of 
every condition went forth to receive htm, and with fhouts and ac- 
clamations recompenfed the moderation with which he acquiefced in 
the condition of a citizen. 

v 

Casfar, from whatever motive he acted in regard to Pompey, gave 
every other fign of difaffection to the Senate, and employed the 
name of this rifmg favourite of the People, to mortify fuch of the 
members in particular as were objects of perfonal animofity to him- 
felf. The repairs or rebuilding of the Capitol being finifhed about 
this time, the honour of dedicating the edifice, and of being named 

in the infeription it was to bear, had, by a refolution of the Senate, 

1 been 
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BOOS "been conferred on Catulus, under whofe infpe&ion the work was ex- 

i_ -~ _j ecuted. : But Csefar, affedting to procure this honour for Pompey, 

alleged that Catulus had embezzled the money allotted for this fer- 
vice ; that much yet remained to be done ; and moved, that the in- 
scription of Catulus fhould be erafed; that the completion of the work 
being left to Pompey, fhould carry an infcription with his name t7 . 
Here he probably a&ed as much from antipathy to one, as from an 
-intention to flatter the other. But the defign being extremely odious 

to the whole body of the Nobles, who faw, with indignation, in that 

propofel an attempt to affront a moft refpe&able citizen, in order to 

flatter the vanity of one perfon, and to gratify the profligate refent- 

ments of another, Carfar was obliged to withdraw his motion '\ 

It was probably during this year in which Csefar was Prsetor, and be- 
fore the arrival of Pompey from Afia (although hiftorians refer it to 
?.n earlier date), that Csefar promoted, as has been already mentioned, 
profecutions upon a charge of affaflination agalnft fome perfons con- 
cerned in the execution of Sylla's profcriptions. The Prators were 
appointed by lot to carry particular laws into execution. The law 
refpe&ing affaffmation appears to have been the lot of Csefar ; and 
he was intitled in virtue of his office, the jurifdiftion of which was 

{till very arbitrary, to extend, by his edict or plan of proceeding 

for the year, the defcription of the crime under his cognizance to 

any fpecial cafe. 

While he feemed to have formed fo many defigns againft the peace 
of the commonwealth, and in the capacity of Pnetor fupported them 
with the authority of a magiftrate, the Senatorian party made a 
povrerful exertion of their influence to have him fufpended, and ac- 
tually obtained a decree for this purpofe. He affected at firft to 
flight their authority $ but finding that a power was preparing to en- 
force it, perhaps at the hazard of his life, he laid afide for fome time 

" Ssctoa. 'id Jul. Czfarc, c Ij. 41 Dio Caff. lib. xlvu. c. 44. 
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.die robes and badges of magiftracy, difmified his Jictors, and ab- 
ftained from the functions of Prastor, until, having rejected an 
ofler of the People to reftore him by force, he was, with proper 
marks of regard, for this inftance of moderation, reinftated by an act 
of the Senate \ 

The ariftocratical parry,' at the fame time, to confirm and perpetuate 
the evidence on which they proceeded againft the accomplices of Ca- 
taline, continued their profecutions on this fubject, and obtained 
fentence of condemnation, in particular, againft a citizen of the 
name of Vergunteius, and againft Autronius, who, about two years 
before, having been elected Conful, was fet afide upon a charge of 

bribery ; and who, from the difguft which he took to the Senate upon 
that occafion, had connected himfelf with the more defperate party. 
Publius Sylla, in the fame predicament with Autronius, was tried ; but, 
being defended by Cicero, in an eloquent harangue which is ftill ex* 

tant r was acquitted. 

Carfar likewife wa6 accufed by Vectius as accefTary to the confpi*- 
racy of Cataline ; but it is not likely that he was concerned farther 
than by the general encouragement he gave to every party at va- 
riance with the Senate. Oppofition to this body was called the in- 
tereft of the People, and was adopted by every perfon who had any 
palfions to gratify by crimes of State, or who wifhed to weaken the 

government, to which they themfelves were accountable. Among 
the fupporters of this intereft,. Craflus alfo was accufed, but probably 
on no better grounds than Caefar. 

The whole of thefe proceedings,, however,, were fufpended by the 
approach of Pompey. This leader had. now drawn the attention of 
all men upon himfelf,. was quoted in every harangue as the great 
fupport of the empire, and courted by multitudes, t who, without inr 

i 

i 
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B 0^0 K quiry, affe&ed to be claffed with his admirers and friends. The con- 
tagion fpread like a fafliion among the vulgar of every; defcription. 

He himfelf affected indifference to this mighty tide of renown, 
though not without much dignity and ftate, which he tempered 
with affability, employing the greatnefs he poffeffed to give the 
more value to his condefcenfions. His manner, 'though acceptable 
to the People and the army, was difagreeable to the Senate. Having 
previoufly fent Pifo, one of his lieutenants, before him to ftand for the 
Confulate, he had the preemption to defire that the Senate would 
defer the elections until he himfelf could be prefent to canvafs for 
his friend. The Senate, according to Dio, complied with his de- 
fire ; but, according to Plutarch, rejected the propofal with difdain. 

This author imputes the refolution, which they took upon this occa- 
fioh, to Cato, and fubjoins, that Pompey endeavoured to gain this 

opponent by a propofed marriage with one of his near relations ; 

and that Cato declined the connexion, faying, That he mould not 
be caught in a female fnare. Pifo, however, was elected together 

with Valerius Meflala, and entered on his office before the triumph 
of Pompey. 

M P b 9 ^ ^ S ^ emn ^ f°N° w ed foon after; and, though continued for 
Cziparnics, two days, could not make place for all the magnificent fhews that 

M Ya] Maf- 

hiz Niger. na( * been provided for it. The lift of conquefts exceeded that which 

had ever been produced at any other triumph. Ana, Pontus, Ar- 
menia, Cappadocia, Paphlagonia, Medea, Colchis, Iberia, Albania, 
Syria, Cilicia, Mefopotamia, Phsenkia, Judsea, Arabia, Scythia, 
Crete w , with the fea in all its coafts. Among the people or po- 
tentates fubdued, were the Bafterai, Mithridates, and Tigranes. 
Among the captures, a thoufand fortreffes, nine hundred cities re- 
duced, eight hundred galleys taken, above two millions of men 
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fn captivity, Towns repeopled, not lefs than three hundred and 
ninety-nine.- To this pompous lift, it was fubjoined by his friends, 
that, this being his third triumph, he had been round the known 
world, and had triumphed over all the three parts of the earth, -Africa, 
Europe, and Afia. 

After rewarding the foldiers, of whom none received lefs than 
fifteen hundred denarii **, he- carried to the treafury twenty thoufand 
Talents He led, among his principal captives, befides the chief 
pirates, Tigranes, . fon to the king . of Armenia, with his wife and 

his daughter^—Zozime, the queen of Tigranes,^-the father Ariftobu- 
lus, king of the Jews, — a fifter of Mithridates with five fons, and 
fome Scythian women ; — the hoftages of the Iberii, and the Com- 
mageni, together with trophies for every battle he had fought, 

making in all a more fplendid exhibition than any that was to be 
found* on the records of the State. 
The triumphal proceffions of Pompey merit more attention than 

thofe of any other perfon, becaufe they contained a public evidence 

of his character. Others took the benefit of an eftabliflied prac- 
tice to publifh and to ratify the honours they had acquired ; but 
Pompey, it is likely, would have invented the triumph, even if it 
had not been formerly thought of ; and it is not to be doubted, that 
he over-ran fome provinces in which the enemy were fubdued, or 

in which they were fo weak, as not to be able to make any refift- 
ance, merely to place them in the lift of his conquefts; and that 
he made fome part of his progrefs in Afia to colled curiofities and 

ornaments for this pompous fcene. 

The triumph, in its ordinary form, contained only fuch exhi- 
bitions as had a reference to the fervice in which -it was obtained; 
the captives and fpoils of the enemy, with effigies and reprefent- 

11 About 50 i. 11 About 3,860,000 L- 
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ations where the originals, by any accident, could not be difplayed. 
But in thefe folemnities, executed for the honour of Pompey, were 
admitted whatever could diftinguifti or fignalize the occafion. 

Among thefe, according to the record tranfcribed by Pliny M , there 
were many coflly ornaments of gold and of precious ftones, which 
were fabricated on purpofe to be Ihown. Tables or plates, ufed 
for fome fpecies of play, made of one intire chryftal ; a reprefent- 
ation of the moon in gold, weighing thirty pondo ; tables, utenfils, 
ftatues, crowns, models of different forts in gold and precious ftones, 

with the reprefentation of a mountain in gold, having lions, deer, 

and other animals upon it : and what ferves as an evidence that 
thefe exhibitions were not limited to the fpoils actually taken in 
war, there is mentioned an image of Pompey himfelf incrufted 
with pearls. The whole conducted with more arrangement and or- 
der, than were neceffary, perhaps, in the difpofition of any of the 
battles which the triumph was intended to celebrate. 

Among the images, reprefentations, and memorials which were 
carried before the victor on this occafion, there was held up to 
view a ftate of the public revenue, from which it appeared, that, 
before Pompey's time it amounted to no more than fifty millions 14 ; 
and that the addition which he alone brought to it amounted to 
eighty-five millions '\ 

Soon after this pomp was over, an aftembly of the People was 

called in the Circus Eaminius to receive the addrefs of this victo- 
rious general; but, from an extreme caution not to offend any 

party, the fpeech which he made, upon this occafion, was accept- 
able to none. " It gave no hopes," fays Cicero 16 , " to the poor ; 

4J Nat. Hiit lib. xxxvii. c. 2. *♦ 416,666!. 

* s 708,333 I. Plutarch, b Pompeio, edit, Lond. p. 470. 
** Cicer. ad Atticuin, lib. i. cp. 14. 
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" no flattery to the rich ; no fatisfa&ion to the good ; no encou- 
" ragement to the profligate." Pompey was fuffered to poffefs 
the higheft place in the confideration of the public, merely becaufe 
he affumed it j and he preferved his dignity, by never committing 
his reputation without being prepared, and having concerted a va- 
riety of arts by which it might be fupported. 
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CHAP. V. 

Tranfaclions at Rome, and in the Provinces.— Julius Cafar ap~ 
pointed in the Quality of Proprator.to his Jirjl Province* of Lujita- 
ma. Trial of Clodius. Propofed Adoption into a Plebeian 

Family to qualify him for the- Office of Tribune. Cafar, a Can- 
didate for the Confulfhip. The Triumvirate of Ccefar^ Pompey f 

and Crajfus. Confuljhip of Cafar. Motion of Vatinius y to 

confer on Cafar, for fve Tears , the Command in Gaul. Mar- 
riage of Pompey to Julia. Of Cafar to Calpurnia. Plot of 

Vettius. Confulate of Lucius Calpurnius and A. -Gabi/iius* " — 

Attack made upon Cicero.— His Exile. 

POMPEY, at His departure from Syria, left that province with 
two legions under the command of M. iErailius Scaurus, one 

of his lieutenants. This officer occupied the country from the Eu- 
phrates to the frontier of Egypt, and continued the war which his 

predeceflbr had begun with the Arabs. 

Caius Antonius, the late colleague of Cicero in the Confulate, foon 
after the defeat of Cataline, proceeded to the province of Macedonia, 
of which, by the arrangements of the year, he had been appointed 
governor. He entered his province with the enfigns of victory, 
which had been obtained bv the defeat of Cataline : but thefe he 
foon forfeited by his milconducl: in a war againft the Thracians, and 
by the difgrace which he otherwife incurred tor the mai-adminiftra- 

rion of his province. Complaints were exhibited againft him for 
extortion. On this occafion it had been reported by himfelf, or by 
fome of his family, that, having agreed to divide the -profits of his 

government with Cicero 3 part only was . exacted on his own account. 

5 This 
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This allegation, Cicero, in a letter to Atticus, mentions with in- c 
aignation ; and, being aflced to undertake his defence, queftions 
whether he can decently do fo under this imputation But as he 
foon afterwards undertook the caufe of Antony, and employed his 
intereft to have him continued in his command, it is probable that 
this imputation either gained no .credit, or was entirely removed \ 

The Allobroges, though deprived of the fupport they were made 
to expeft' from the party of Cataline, neverthelefs took arms, and 
invaded the Roman province of Gaul. After a variety of events, 
they '-were repulfed by Pontinius, who then commanded the Ro- 
man forces in that quarter, and forced to retire into their own 

country \ 

About the fame time, Caius Julius Csefar, upon the expiration of 
his term in the office of Praetor, obtained his firft military command,- 
being appointed by lot to the government of Lufitania, where, un- 
der different pretences, he found an opportunity to quarrel with the 
natives, to mew his capacity for war, and to lay fome ground for his 
claim to a triumph \ In pufhing his way to the preferments which 
he now held in the State, he had ruined his fortune by largeffes, public 
mews, and entertainments to the People, by his lavifh bounty in 
private to needy and profligate citizens, and in fupporting every de- 
fperate caufe againft the Senate and the government-; and is reported 
to have faid of himfelf, that he needed one hundred and fifty mil- 
lions Roman money, or one million two hundred thoufand pounds 
fterling, to be worth nothing \ When about to depart from the 
•city, he was preffed by his creditors, and had reccurfe to .Craffus, 
who became-his furety for. great funis ?. 

1 Vid. Cicero at Atticum, lib. i. ep. 12. 5 Appian. de Bell. Civ. lib. ii. p. 715. 
1 Ad Familiar, lib. v. ep. 5. 6 Ibid. About 160,000 1. Plutarch, in 

3 Dio, fib. xxxvii. Caifare. 
•*>. Dip, jc. 52, &c. 
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A perfon, who, in any other ftate than that of Rome, could fup- 
pofe fuch a fortune reparable, muft have thought of means alarm- 
ing to the State itfelf; but Ccefarhad now quitted the paths of plea- 
fure for thofe of ambition ; and, in an empire which extended over 

fo many opulent provinces, could eafily proportion his wealth to the 

extent of his power. Although the province into which he was 
then fent was none of the richeft, and was only a ftep to fomewhat 
farther, more confiderable, and more likely to fupply him with the 
means of purfuing the objects of his ambition, he was neverthelefs 
reported to have fupplied his own wants, and to have enriched his 
army 7 . 

In palling the Alps, on his way into Spain, at a village on the; 
way, one of his company obferved, that " Here too there were pro- 

u bahly parties and contejls for power.' 9 " Ay," faid Csefar, " and 
." I would rather be the firft man in this place than the fecond at 
" Rome 8 ." Upon his arrival in Lufitania, he made the neceffary 
augmentation of the army, and foon over-ran all the diftridts that 
were difpofed to refift his authority. With the fame ability with 
which he conducted his military operations, he fupported the dignity 

of a Roman governor, no lefs in the ciyil than in the military depart- 
ment. Hiftorians, upon an idea which occurred to them, that 
the diforder in his own affairs might have rendered him partial to 
infolvent debtors, are at pains to acquit him of any fuch charge, and 
obferve that he gave proofs of the contrary, and for the raoft part 

ordered two thirds of the debtor's effects to be fequeftered for the ufe 
of his creditors 9 . 

While thefe things paffed in the provinces, the city was occupied 
with ordinary affairs, and fuffered an increafe of the political dif- 

1 Pluiarch. in Csfare, edit. Lond. p. in. * Ibid. » Ibid. p. I iz. 
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tempers with which the public had been for fome time infected. The 

expence and dilTipation attending the public (hews, in particular, 
were augmented to a great degree. Lucius Domitius Aheriobarbus 

exhibited the baiting of an hundred bears by African huntfmen 10 ; 
and whereas fuch entertainments had formerly ended at one meeting, 
they were nbwxontiruied through many atts and were intermitted 
only while the People retired to their meals. 

The office of Cenfor, as appears from the tranfactions which are 
mentioned relating to the farms of the revenue and the rolls of the 
Senate, was in being at this time, although the names of theperfons 

by whom it was exercifed are not recorded. The Cenfors are faid 
to have let the revenues of Ana at a rate, of which the farmers af- 
terwards complained, alleging, that their own avidity in grafping 
at the profits to be made in this new province had mifled them 'V 
They like wife put upon the rolls of the Senate all who had ever held 
any office of magiftracy, and by this addition increafed the number 
of members beyond the former and ordinary rate lJ . 

About the fame time happened the memorable trial of Publiu$ 
Clodius, for the fcandal he had given by profaning the facred rites in 
Csfar's houfe. This debauchee was fuppofed, for fome time, to 
have fought for an opportunity of a criminal correfpondence with 
Pompeia, Caefar's wife j but to have been prevented, if not by her 

own difcretion, at leaft by the attention and vigilance of her family f \ 
In thefe circumftances, in the preceding year, it fell to the lot of 
Pompeia, as being wife to one of the Prsetors in office, to celebrate, 
at her houfe, the feftival of a certain female deity ,s worfhipped by the 
Romans ; and at whofe rites women alone were admitted. Every 
male domeftic, even the hufband, was obliged to abfent himfelf from 
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10 PUiu Nat. Hift. lib. viii. c. 36. 
: Dio. Caff. lib. xxxvii. c. 47. 
Ciccr. ad Atticum, lib. i. ep. 17. 
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12 Dio. lib. xxxvii. c. 46. 

■* Plutarch, in Cafare, edit.Lond.p. 109! 

15 Called the Bona & Dea. 
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home while the rites were adminiftered. Clodms took this opportu- 
nity to carry on. his intrigue ; he put himfelf in a female drefs, and, 
being young and of an effeminate afpeft, expe&ed to pafs for a wo- 
man ,5 . Pompeia was fuppofed to be apprifed of the defign, and to 
have Rationed a female Have to receive and conduct her paramour 
through the apartments. Being met, however, by another flaw 

who was not in the fecret, his voice betrayed him. A cry of amaze* 
ment and horror was immediately raifed, communicated through 

all the apartments, and the occafion of it difcovered to the matrons, 
who were met to celebrate the rites. Clodius efcaped, but not without 
being known. The college of Pontiffs made a report, that the facred 
rites had been profaned. The Senate refolved, that inquiry mould 
be made into the grounds of the fcandal ; and that the People mould 
be moved to authorife the Pnetor to felecl, without drawing lots, 
proper judges for the trial of the accufed. 

Clodius, by the fufpicion of an inceftuous commerce with his own 
filler, the wife of Lucullus ; by his perfidy in feducing the troops of 
that general to mutiny, and by his profligacy on every occafion, had 
incurred a general deteftation ; and many of the Senators combined, 
as the likelieft way of removing him from the commonwealth, in 
urging the profecution againft him. 

He himfelf, forefeeing this ftorm, had taken refuge in the popular 
party, and endeavoured to filence the voice of infamy, by profeffing 
extraordinary zeal for the People, and vehement oppofition to the 
Senate. Thefe parties accordingly became interefted in the ifliie of 
his caufe. The popular leaders endeavoured to preferve him as an 
ufeful inftrument, and the Senate to remove him as a vile and dan- 
gerous tool from the hands of their enemies. Even Cxfar, though 
perfonally infulted, and fo far moved by the fcandal which had been 



16 Cicero ad Atdcum, lib. w ep. iz, 13. 
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given in his'own houfe as to part with his wife, Hill affe&ed to con- c 
fider as groundlefs the charge that was brought againft the accufed ; 
and being afked, why he had parted with a woman who, upon this 
fuppofition, muft appear to be innocent, faid, that his wife mull 
not' only be innocent, but above imputation, • Pompey, to avoid 
giving offence, declined to favour either party; but being called 

* 

upon in the aflembly of the People to declare his opinion, whether 
this trial fhould proceed according to the decree of the Senate ; made 
a long fpecch, full of refpeft to the Nobles, and of fubmiflion to the 
Senate, whofe authority, in all queftions of this fort, he faid, fhould 
ever with him have the greateft weight. He afterwards, in the 
Senate itfelf, being called upon by MefTala the Conful, delivered 
himfelf to the fame ptirpofe ; and when he had done, whifpered Cicero, 
who fat by him, that he thought he had now fufficiently explained 
himfelf ; intimating probably, that he meant to comprehend, in this 
declaration, his judgment with' refpeft to all the ads of > the Senate 
which had pafled relating to the accomplices of Cataline ,6 . 

The Conful Pifo was inftrufted to carry to the People, for their 
afTent, an aft for the better conduft of the trial of Clodius, dif- 
penfing with the ufual mode of draughting judges by lot, and autho- 
rifing the Prsetor to feleft them, that he might name the more refpeft- 
able perfons. On the day on which this motion was to be made, a nu- 
merous party of young Nobility appeared for the defendant. His hire- 
lings and retainers crowded the Comitium. Even Pifo, who moved 
the queftion, diffuaded the People from paffing the law, and allowed 
the friends of Clodius to put a ridiculous trick on the affembly, by dif- 
tributing to the People, as they came forward to vote, two ballots, 
which, inftead of being, as ufual, one negative and the other affirm- 
ative, were both negative. This trick being obferved, Cato fuf- 

14 Cicero ad Atlicam, lib. i. epift. 13, 14. 16. 
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pended the ballot, and ftrongly remonftrated againft the proceeding of 
the Cooful ,7 . He was fupported by Hortenfius and Favonius. The 
affembly broke up, and the affair again returned to the Senate. The 
members were importuned by Clodius, who caft himfelf at their feet 

as they entered ; they, neverthelefs, confirmed their former refo- 
iution by a majority of four hundred to fifteen 

Hortenfius, however, having propofed that, inftead of the motion 
which the Confuls had been inftructed to make for the felection of the 
judges, the Tribune Fufius mould move the People to grant com- 

miffion for the trial, leaving the judges, as uiual, to be drawn by 
lot ; an edict was framed and paffed to this effect. Hortenfius, who 
conduded the trial, was confident that no jury could acquit the ac- 
cufed. The court accordingly, in all their proceedings, feemed at 
firft inclined to fe verity. They even applied for a guard to protect 
their perfons againft. the partizans of the criminal ; but the majority, 

neverthele&, fuffered themfelves to be corrupted, and took money in 
the courfe of the trial. Of fifty-fix judges that were inclofed, 

twenty-five gave their voice to condemn, and thirty-one to acquit. 
Catulus, on this occafion, afked the majority to- what purpofe they 
had dc-kred a guard r " Was it," he iaid > " to fecure the money 
" you expected to receive for your votes 15 ?" 

Soon after this judgment the Senate rcfolved that enquiry fhould 

be made concerning thofe judges -who had been corrupted in the trial. 
And by this refolution gave a general offence to the equeftrian order, 
Tvho confidered it as an imputation on their whole body 

Pcmpey, in the courfe of this tranfaction, had been obliged to 
declare himfelf for the Senate ; but his object was to be on good 

■ 

17 C::cr. id A:t. lib.:, cpift. 15, 14. *» D5o. Ca£ lib. xxxvii. c, 46. Cicero ad 
ic. Att. lib. i. ep. 16. 

11 I=:J. ep. 11. » Ibid. ep. i 7 , 
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terms wjth all parties, and to manage his intereft, by having fome 
of his creatures always chofen into the higheft offices of State. He 
offered, as candidate for the Confulate of the following year, Afra- 
nius, one of his dependants, who is reprefented by Cicero as a perfon 
of mean character, and who, having no perfonal dignity, nor any 

credit with the People, was to be fupported in his canvafs by money 
alone. Pompey himfelf, and the Conful Pifo, openly employed 
bribery in obtaining votes in his favour 

A variety of refolutions were obtained in the Senate to reftrain 
thefe practices. Two of them were propofed by Cato and Domitius. 
The firft was levelled againft the Conful Pifo, and gave permiffion, 
on the fufpicion of illicit practices refpecting elections, to vifit the 
houfe even of a magiftrate. By the other it was declared, that all 
thofe who were found diftributing money to the People fliould be 
confidered as enemies to their country 19 . 

r 

The Senate, at the fame time, encouraged Ltrco, one of the Tri- 
bunes, to propofe a new claufe to corroborate the laws againft bribery. 
By this claufe promifes of money made to the People, if not per- 
formed, did not infer guilt ; but, if performed, fubjected the guilty 
perfon from thenceforward to pay to each of the Tribes an annual 
tax of three thoufand Roman money, or about twenty-four pounds 
MeiTing \ and there being thirty-five Tribes, this tax amounted in 
all to about eight hundred and forty pounds of our money. That 
the Tribune might not be interrupted in carrying this law, the Senate 
farther refolved, that the formalities or reftrictions of the Lex iEIia 
and Fufia a0 fliould not be oppofed to him " It appears, however, 
tli at the liberality of Pompey prevailed againft thefe precautions, as 

Afranius was elected, together with Q^Csecilius Metellus Celer. 

,B Cicero ad Att, lib. i. ep. 16. provided to check the precipitate paffing of 

19 ibid. laws. 

** Thefe were formalities and reftriftions 11 Cicer. adAtticum, lib. i. ep, 16. 
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£ Soon after the ele&ion of thefe officers the farmers of the revenue 

of Afia, fupported by the whole equeftrian order, complained, as 
has been mentioned, of the terms of their contrafr, in which they 
alleged that they had greatly exceeded what the funds of that pro- 
vince could afford, and made application to the Senate for relief. 

Their plea was contefted for fome months with great animofity on 
both fides 

Upon the acceffion of the new Confuls, feveral other matters, tend- 
ing to innovation and public difturbance, were introduced. Metellus 
Nepos, late Tribune, being now in the office of Przetor, procured a 
law to aboliih the cuftoms payable at any of the ports of Italy. The 
Romans, as has been obferved, upon the acceffion of wealth derived 

from Macedonia, had exempted themfelves from all the antient af- 
feflments, and they now completed the exemption of all the Italians 

from every tax befides that of quit-rents for public lands, and the 

twentieth penny on the value of flayes when fold or emancipated. 

They were become the fovereigns of a great empire, and as fuch> 
thought themfelves intitled to receive, not obliged to pay, con- 
tributions ~\ 

The Tribune Herennius, at the fame time, made a motion for an 
ad to enable Publius Clodius to be adopted into a plebeian family,, 
which, though an ad of a more private nature than any of the 

former, tended Hill more to embroil the parties of the Senate and the 

People. This factious and profligate perfon had entertained great re- 

fentments againft many of the Senators on account of the profecution 
he had lately incurred, and againft Cicero in particular, who, having 
been called as an evidence on his trial, gave a very unfavourable ac- 
count of his character. The fummary proceedings againft the ac- 
complices of Cataline, in which Cicero prefided as Conful, expofed 

** Cicero ad Att. lib. i. ep. 17, 18. * J Ibid. lib. ii. ep. 16. Dio. Caff. 

* * f *# 
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film to the- refentment of the popular factioa ; and Clodius now 
propofecl to qualify himfelf to be elected Tribune of the People, in 
order to wreck his vengeance on that magiftrate in particular, as well 
as on the other abettors of the fenatorian party. The motion, how- 
ever, for the prefent was rejected, though not finally dropt, by 
Clodius himfelf, nor by the popular faction, whofe caufe he profeffed 
to efpoufe* 4 . 

Two other motions were made in which Pompey was deeply in- 

terefted : one, to ratify and confirm all his acts in the province of 
Afia : another, to procure fettlements for the veterans who had ferved 
under his command. The firft, as it implied a reflection on Lu-- 
cullus, many of whofe judgments Pompey had reverfed, roufed 
this ftatefman from the care of his houfehold and his table, to that 
of the republic * J . He oppofed this motion with vigour, and infilled 

that the acts of Pompey fhould be feparately examined, and not con- 
firmed in a fingle vote. In this he was fupported by Catulus, by 
Cato, by the Conful Metellus, and by the Senate in general. Afra- 

nius, though vefted with the Confulate, and acting almoft as the 
agent of Pompey, had neither dignity nor force to fupport fuch a. 
meafure ; and Pompey, finding it rejected by the Senate, declined 
carrying it to the People **. 

The other propofal, relating to the provifion to be made for the 
foldiers of Pompey, was, by L. Flavius, one of the Tribunes, moved 
in the affembly of the People, under the title of an Agrarian Law. 
In this act, to prevent the imputation of partiality to any particular 
defcriptioti of men, certain gratuities were projected for the indigent 
citizens in general 17 ; and, to enable the commonwealth to extend- 

its bounty, it was propofed firft of all to revoke the conveyance of 
certain lands, which, having belonged to the public in the Confulate 

** Dlo. Caff, lib. xxxvii c. 51. a * Dio. lib. xxxvii. c. 49. 

ls Plutarch, in Lucullo, edit. Lend. p. 197. 17 Ibid. lib. ^c. 
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of P. Mucius and L, Calpurnius, were fold by the Senate ; and that 

the price mould be reftored to the purchafers. It was propofed like- 
wife to feize certain lands which had been confifcated by Sylla, but 
not appropriated ; and to allot, during five years, the revenues of the 
late conquefts in Afia to purchafe lands, which mould be diftributed in 
terms of this ad *\ 

The Conful Metellus Celer, fupported by the Senate, ftrenuoufly 

oppofed the palfing of this law. The Tribune perfifted with great 
obftinacy, and, to remove the obftruction he met with, committed 

the Conful to prifon. The whole Senate would have attended him 
thither, and numbers accordingly crowded to the place, when the Tri- 
bune, vetted with the facred defences of his perfon, to bar their way, 
planted his ftool or chair of office in the door of the prifon ; and, hav- 
ing feated himfelf upon it, " This way," he faid, " you cannot pafs ; 

" if you mean to enter, you muft pierce through the walls a V He 
declared his refolution to remain all night where he fat. The parties 
were collecting their ftrength, and matters were likely to end in 

greater extremities than fuited the indirect and cautious conduct of 
Pompey. This politician, although he engaged all his friends to 
fupport the motion of Flavius, affected to have no part in the mea- 
fure, and now probably inftru&ed the Tribune to remove from the 

doors of the prifon. Flavius accordingly withdrew of a fudden, 
faying, he had done fo at the requeft of the prifoner, who begged for 
his liberty 5 \ 

It is fuppofed that Pompey, on this occafion, feverely felt the 
checks which his ambition received from the fenate ; that he re- 
gretted for a moment the difmiflion of his army, and wiflied himfelf 
in condition to enforce what his craft or his artifice had not been able 

to obtain. The error he had committed in refigning the fword, if 
he conceived it as fuch, might have flill been corrected by recovering 

"Ciccr. ad Att. lib. i. ep. 19. =* Dio. lib. xrxvii. p. 50. *° Ibid. 
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the pofTeffion of fome confiderable province, which would have 
given him the command of an army and of proper refources to fup- 
port his power. He, neverthelefs, appears to have preferred the 
fcene of intrigue in the city and the capital of the empire ; a choice 
in which he was probably confirmed by Cxfar, who profeffed great 
attachment to him, and who was about this time returned from the 
government which he held as Proprietor in Lufitania. 

This officer, according to Dio, had found fome pretence for a war 
with the nations on the frontier of the Roman province ; had obliged 
them to take refuge in fome of the ifiands on the coaft, and after- 
wards reduced them in that retreat. His object was to return to 
Rome with the reputation of victory, to obtain a triumph, and to 
offer himfclf as a canditatc for the Confulfliip of the following year. 
For this purpofc he quitted his province without waiting for a fuc- 
ceffor, and, upon his arrival at Rome, halted, as ufual, with the enfigns 
of his military command at the gates of the city, applied for a tri- 
umph, and at the fame time made intereft for votes at the approach- 
ing election J \ The Senate, and the friends of the republic in ge- 
neral, were become extremely jealous of his defigns, . and of his 
credit with the People. From a libertine he was become an ardent 
politician, feemed to have no paffion but ambition or animofity to the 
Senate ; without committing himfelf, he had abetted every factious 
leader againft them, and feemed to be indifferent to coniideration or 
honours, except fo for as they led to power. Cicero and Cato were 
at this time the principal, or moft confpicuous, members of the Senate. 
The firft waspofleffed of confular rank, great ingenuity, wit, andaccom- 
pliflied talents : the other, poffeffed of great abilities and an inflexible 
refblution, embraced the caufe of the republic with the fame ardour 
that others engaged in purfuing the obje&of their own ambition, their 
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BOOK pleaiures, or perfonal interefts. He had penetration enough to per- 
, f ceive ia Csefkr, long before the Senate in general was alarmed, a 
difpofition to vilify the ariftocracy, and, in conjundion with needy 
and profligate citizens, to make a prey of the republic. Under this 
apprehenfion he oppofed him with a degree of keennefs which Csefar 
endeavoured to reprefent as a perfonal animofity. 

The Senators in general, now aware of their danger from Gefar, 
were difpofed to refift his applications, whether made for ho- 
nours or for public truft. They, on the prefent occafion, difputed 
his pretenfions to a triumph ; and, while he_ remained without the 
•city in expectation of this honour, refufed to admit him on the lift 
of candidates for the office of Conful. But the day of election being 
fixed, Csefar, without hefitation, preferred the confulate to the tri- 
umph, laid down the enfignsof his late military command, afiumed 

the gown, and entered the city as a candidate for the Confulfhip 3 \ 

The People were at this time divided into a variety of factions. 
Pompey and CrafTus diftrufted each other, and both were jealous of 
Gsfar. Their divifions ftrengthened the party of the Senate, and 
furniihed that body with the means of thwarting feparately many of 
their ambitious defigns. This Czefar had long perceived, and had 
paid his court both to Pompey and Craflus, in order to hinder their 
joining the Senate againft him. The expedience of this precaution 
now appeared more clearly than ever, and he is fuppofed to have fe- 
parately reprefented to thefe rivals the advantage which their enemies 
derived from their mifunderftanding, and the eafe with which, if 
united, they might concert among themfelves all the affairs of the 

republic, gratify -every friend, and difappoint every enemy. Upon 
this reprefentation Pompey and Craffus were reconciled, and agreed 

2 '- Sucton. ia Cjc&tc, c. 18. Dio. lib. xxxvii. c. 54. 

to 
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to act ifl concert with Csefer, and to fupport him in his pretenfions 
at the approaching elections • 

This private combination, which remained fome time a fecret, was 

afterwards, by a kind of mockery, alluding to the ordinary names 
of public office, taken from the number of thofe who were joined 
in them 3+ , called the Triumvirate. In the mean time, thefe fuppofed 
leaders of oppofite factions, in abating their violence againft each 
other, took a favourable appearance of moderation and candour. 

They paid their court feparately to perfons whom they wiflied to gain, 
and flattered them with hopes of being able to heal the divifions of 
their country. This fort of court they paid in particular to Cicero ; 
and by their flatteries, and real or pretended admiration of his talents, 
feem to have got intire poffeffion of his mind. Pompey affected to 
place the merits of Cicero greatly above his own. " I, indeed," he 
faid, " have ferved my country, but this man has preferved it 
The Senators, with whom Cicero had hitherto acted, were alarmed ; 
and it appears that Atticus, about this time, had taxed him with leav- 
ing his party, to commit himfelf into the hands of their enemies. 
In his anfwer to this imputation, he feems to have flattered himfelf 
that he had made an acquifition of Pompey, not furrendered himfelf 
into his power ; at leaft, that he had reclaimed or diverted him from 
the dangerous projects in which he had been lately engaged, and 
that he thought himfelf likely to fucceed in the fame manner with 
Casfar : fo much, that he triumphed in the fuperiority of his own 
conduct to that of Cato, who, by his aufterity and vehemence, had 
alienated the minds of men otherwife well difpofed to the republic * 

33 Dio. Caff. lib. xxxvii, c. 54, 55. Plu- gave to the formers of the revenue, in their 

torch, in Pompeio, CxCaxe, & Craflb. petition for an abatement of their rent. But 

a * As the Decemvirs, Septemvin, &c. Cato followed his judgment in this matter; 

35 Cicero ad Atticum, lib. ii. epift. 1 . . and there is no reafon to prefer the judgment 

35 Alluding to the oppofition which Cato of Cicero to his, 

V01. II. U 1! While 
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" While I," he laid, " by a little difcretion, reclaim, or even dif- 

u arm its eaeniies 3 \" 

Few perfons were naturally poffefled of more penetration than 
Gcero, although it will afterwards appear how egregioufly he was 

■ 

miftaken on this occafion ; but he chofe not to fee what checked his 
vanity, or prevented his enjoying the court which was paid to him 

by Pompey and Cedar. His own glory intercepted every other ob- 
ject from his view, and made him the dupe of every perfon who 
profeffed to admire him, and fecretlv difpleafed with every one who 
did not pay him, on every occafion, the expected tribute of praife; 
a defcription under which Cato, though his moll fincere well-wifher. 
and friend, appears at this time to have fallen. 

Csfar, to the other arts which he employed to fecure his election^ 

added the ufe of money, which he obtained by joining his intereft, 

in oppofition to Bibulus with that of Lucceius, another of the can- 
didates pofiefTed of great wealth. He himfelf having fquandered his 
fortune, as has been obferved, was ftill greatly in debt, and Lucceius 
willingly furnifhed the money that was given to the People in the 

name of both. This illegal proceeding, together with the menacing 
concerts of which he began to be fufpected with Pompey and Craflus, 
greatly alarmed the friends of the republic. They determined to 
fupport Bibulus againft Lucceius ; and, in order to give Cxfar a col- 
league who might occafionaJJy oppofe his dangerous intentions, they 
even went fo far as to contribute fums of money, and to bid for 

votes as high as their opponents. In this crifis, even Cato owned 
it was meritorious to bribe j3 . 

During the dependence of this conteft, the Senate, by the death of 
Lutatius Catulus, was deprived of an able member, and the People 
of a fellow-citizen of great integrity, moderation, fortitude, and 

37 Cicero ad Attiecm, lib. ii. epift. i. 

* Sucx*. in Caio C*fare ; c. xix. Appiaa-de Bell. Civil, lib. ii. 

ability j. 
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ability; a model of what the Romans in this ageiliould have been, in c HA p - 

• V • 

order to have preferved their republic. He partook with Cato in the 

averfion which Csefar bore to the mod refpectable members and beft 
fupports of the Senate, and would probably have taken part with 

him like wife in the continual efforts he made to preferve its autho- 
rity. The ariftocratical party, notwithstanding this lofs, prevailed 
in carrying the election of Bibulus againft Lucceius ; and though 

they could not exclude Cacfar from the office of Conful, they 
hoped, by means of his colleague, to oppofe and to fruftrate hi* 

defigns 19 . 

Czefar, well aware of their purpofe, opened his adminiftration with 
a fpeech praifing unanimity, and recommending good agreement 
between thofe who are joined in any. public truft. While he meant 

to vilify the Senate, and to fofter every diforderly party againft them, 
he guarded his own behaviour, at leaft in the firft period of his 
Conful (hip, with every appearance of moderation and candour, paid 
his court not only to leaders of faction, but to perfons of every de- 
fcription, and while he took care to efpoufe the popular fide in every 
queftion, was active likewife in devifing regulations for the better go- 
vernment of the Empire : fo that the Senate, however inclined to 
counteract his defigns, as calculated to raife himfelf on the ruins of 
the commonwealth, could fcarcely, with a good grace, oppofe him in 

any particular meafure. He fet out with a project for the relief of 
indigent citizens having numerous families, including the veterans 
and difbanded foldiers of Pompey ; propofing to fettle them on fome 
of the public lands in Italy. He gave out that he expected the con- 
currence of Cicero in this meafure, fent him a mefTage by Balbus *\ 
with aflurances that he meant to conful t with Pompey and himfelf in all 

39 Plutarch. Appian. Dio. Sueton. &c. Catone, &c. &c. Sueton. in Carfare. Ap- 

40 Dio. Caff. lib, viii. initio. Plutarch, pian, de Bell. Civil, lib. U. 
in Carfare. In Pompcia, Pompeio, Lucullo, 

U 2 matters 
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B 0^0 K matters of importance, and that be bad hopes of bringing Craffus into 

the fame mind: words, from which it is manifeft that the coalition of 
tbefe perfons was not yet publicly known. " What a fine profpect 
" I have before me," fays Cicero to Atticus ; M a perfect union with 
" Pompey, even with Csefar if I pleafe ; peace with my enemies, 
a and tranquillity in my old age." But his heart mifgave him ; 

e honours of his former life recurred to his mind. With his great 
talents, he was deftined to tranfmit a more honeft fame to pofterity,. 

and to become the lamented victim of his country's betrayers, not 



the detefted aflbciate of their crimes **. 

This Confulate is diftinguifhed by the palling of many laws, par- 
ticularly this, which was devifed for the fettlement of citizens on 

certain public lands ; and therefore known by the title of the Agra- 
rian Law. On this a<3; Ccefar was to reft his popularity, and his 

triumph over the Senate. He gave out that he was to make a pro- 
vifion for twenty thoufand citizens, without any burden to the re* 
venue. But he well knew that his antagonifts would perceive the 
tendency of the law, and not fuffer it to pafs without oppofition j 
and he affected great moderation in the general purpofe, and in 

framing every part of his plan ; afFe&ing folicitude to obtain the 

confent of the Senate ; but, in reality, to make their oppofition appear 
the mere unreafonable and the more odious to the . People. He de- 
clared, that he did not mean to ftrip the revenue of any branch that 

was known to carry profit to the public, nor to make any partial 
dillribution in favour of his friends ; that he only meant to plant with 
inhabitants certain unprofitable waftes, and to provide for a num- 
ber of citizens, who, being indigent and uneafy in their circum- 
ftance?, filled the city itielf with frequent diforders and tumults ; 
and that he would not proceed a ftep without confulting the Senate, 
and perfons of credit and authority in the State* 



Cicero zd Attkum, lib. ii. ep. 5. 
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In a way to fave thefe appearances, and with thefe profeffions, c 
Csefar formed the firft draught of an aft which he brought to the 
Senate for their approbation, and the fupport of their authority in 
propofing it to the People. It was difficult to find topics on which 
to oppofe a meafure fo plaufible, and conducted with fo much ap- 
pearance of moderation and candour. But the tendency of the a& 
itfelf was evidently not to promote the peace of the commonwealth,, 
but to conftitute a merit in the party that procured it, and to give 
power to thofe who were to be entrufted with its execution. 

In great and populous cities indigent citizens are ever likely to be 
numerous, and would be more fo, if the idle and profligate were 
taught to hope for bounties and gratuitous provifions, to quiet their 
clamours and to fupprefs their diforders* If men were to have eftates 
in the country becaufe they are factious and turbulent in the city, it 
is evident that public lands, and all the refources of the moft profper- 
ous date, would not be fufficient to fatisfy their claims. 

The commiffioners appointed for the diftribution of fuch public 
favours would be raifed above the ordinary magiftrates, and above 
the laws of their country. They might reward their own creatures, 
and keep the citizens in general in a ftate of dependence on their 
will. The authors of fuch propofals, while they were urging the 
State and the People to ruin, would be confidered as their only pa- 
trons and friends. " It is not this law I dread," faid Cato ; " it is 
4< the reward expected for obtaining it." 

Odious as the tafk of oppofition on luch difficult ground might 

appear to the People, this Senator did not decline it. Being afked 

his opinion in his turn, he anfwered, That he faw no occafion for the 

change that was now propofed in the ftate of the public lands ; and 

entered on an argument with which he meant to exhauft the whole 

time of the fitting of the Senate, and to prevent their coming to a 

queftion. He was intitled, by his privilege as a member in that 

affembly, 

3 
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book affcmblv, to fpeak without interruption, and might, if he chofe to 

continue fpeaking, perfift until all the members had left the houfe* 
Carfar fufpecting his defign, and finding it impoffible otherwife to 
filence him, ordered him into cuftody. The whole Senate inftantly 
rofe in a tumult. " Whither go you before the meeting is adjourned ?" 
faid Csefar to Petreius, who was moving from his fide. " I go," 
faid the other, " into confinement with Cato. With him a prifon is 
" preferable to a place in the Senate with you." The greater part 
of the members were actually moving away with Cato, and Caefar 

felt himfelf at once ftript of the difguife of moderation he had af- 

fumed, and dreaded the fpirit which he faw rifing in fo numerous a 

body of men, who, on former occafions, had maintained then* 

authority with becoming vigour. He had relied on their want of 
decifion, and on their ignorance of their own ftrength. But his 
ralhnefs broke the charm. He wifhed that the prifoner would pro- 
cure fome friend among the Tribunes to interpofe ; but Cato, feeing him 
embarraffed, and the Senate engaged in the caufe, went off in the cuf- 
tody of the Lictor without any figns of reluctance. Csefar immediately 
recollecting himfelf, and never hurried too far by any paffion, dif- 

patched a Tribune of his own party with fecret directions to refcue the 
prilbner ; arid this being done, the Senators again returned to their 

places. " I meant," faid Csfar, " to have fubmitted this law to 
" your judgment and correction ; but if you throw it afide, the 
" People fhall take itup 4 \" 

Ca?far, upon this occafion, encreafed his own popularity, and di- 

minilhed that of his enemies in the Senate, who were fuppofed in 

this, as in fome other inftanccs, to withfland with keennefs every 

meafure that was devifed for the comfort of the People. The im- 
putations caft out againli him by Cato and others, were fuppofed 

42 Die. Jib. xxxviii. c. i, 2, 3. Plutarch. Sueton. Appiao, &c. 
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to proceed from malice or cynical prejudices. He found himfelf c 
ftrong enough to extend his bounty to the People, fo as to comprehend 
the lands of Campania, which were hitherto considered as unalien- 
able, and the richeft demefne of the public, together with a valuable 

■ 

diftrift near the confluence of the Vulturnus and the Sabbatus, former- 
ly confecrated to pious ufes. In thefe valuable tracts of land there wasr 
fufficient fubjeft for an ample provifion for the foldiers of Pompef, 
and for the retainers of thofe who, together with CrafTus and Ca?far 
himfelf, were propofed to be commiffioners for carrying this act into 
• execution. 

At the firft affembly of the People, Cx'far propound his fcheme to 
impropriate the lands of Campania, with the above additions ; and 
firft of all called on his colleague Bibulus to declare his mind on the fub- 
jeft. Bibulus fpoke his diflent;- and in vehement terms declared, that 
no fuch alienation of the public demefne mould be made in his Con- 
fulate. Carfar next called upon Pompey, though in a private ftation ; 
and the audience, ignorant of the concert into which thefe leaders 
had entered, were impatient to hear him on the fubjeft of a meafure 
which was likely to elevate a fuppofed rival fo high in the favour of 
the People. To the furprize of all who were prefent, Pompey 
applauded the general defign, and, in a fpeech of confiderable 
length, difcufied all the claufes of the aft, and with great appro- 
bation of each. When he had done fpeaking, Cxfar, alluding to 
what had dropt from his colleague, and affecting to fear the inter- 
pofnion. of force ; a Will you fupport us," he laid to Pompey, 
" in cafe we are attacked — " If any one," faid the other, u ihaft 
M lift up a iword againft you, I ftiall lift up both fword and fhield 4 V* 
Craflus being called upon, fpoke to the fame purpofe. The concur- 
rence of thefe leaders portended the unanimous confent of all parties ; 

* 

AJ Cicero ad Alt*, lib. ii. Plutarch. io-Pompeio. Dio. Caff, lib. xxxviii. c» c. 

and 
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B CM) K and a day being fixed for putting the queftion, the affembly for the 

prefent adjourned. 

To oppofe 1 a meafure fb popular, and from which fuch numbers 
had great expeditions, no means remained fo likely to fucceed as 
fuperftition. To this aid Bibulus accordingly had recourfe, and, by 

virtue of the authority with which he was vefted, proclaimed a ge- 
neral faft, and a fufpenfion for the prefent year of all .the affairs of 

State. The defign of this fufpenfion, and the extravagant length of 
time to which it was extended, probably enabled his colleague to treat 
it with contempt, and to proceed in the defign of putting his queftion, 
as if no fuch proclamation had been ifTuecl The affembly was ac- 
cordingly fummoned in the temple of Concord Caefar, early in 

the morning, fecured all the avenues and the fteps of the portico 

with an armed force ; had Vatinius, one of the Tribunes of the 

People, who was intirely devoted to his intereft, and even in his 
pay **, flationed with this party, in order to take the odium of all 
violent meafures on himfel£ Bibulus, however, attended by num- 



bers of the Senate, and three of the Tribunes, who were prepared, 

by their negative, to put a (top to every proceeding, came into the 

place of affembly with a firm countenance ; he protefted againft the 
legality of any meeting to be formed in a time of general faft : but 
the oppofite party being in poffeilion of the temple, forced him from 
the fteps, broke the enfigns of the Li&ors, wounded the Tribunes 
that interpofed in his defence, and effectually removed all farther 
obftrudHon to their own defigns. The queftion then being put, the 

law paffed without oppofition, including a claufe to oblige every Se- 
nator, under pain of exile or death, to fwear to the obfervance 
of it. 

44 Cicero In Vatimum. Cz&r was re- bufinefs with honours, being intent on money 
ported to have did at Acquileia, fome time only ; and that he was paid for all his fer- 
after this date, when Vatinius was difap- vices in the Tribunate, 
wanted of the Edilcfhip, that he bad no 

This 
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This oath was probably a fnare laid by Cdar for the moft refolute 
of his opponents, like that which was formerly laid by Marius, on a 
like occafion, for Metellus Numidicus, and by which that virtuous 
citizen was actually for fome time removed from the common- 
wealth * s . 

Metellus Celer, the late Conful, together with Cato and Favonius, 
were likely to have fallen into this fnare. They at firft declared 
their refolution not to fwear to the obfervance of any fuch ruinous 
law; but, on mature confi deration, they became fenfible that in this 
they were ferving the caufe of their enemies. " You may have 
" no need of Rome," faid Cicero to Cato, " and may go into exile 
" with pleafure; but Rome has need of you. Give not fuch a 

" vidory to her enemies and your own," Upon thefe confiderations 
it was determined to comply 4<s . 

Bibulus, on the day following that of his violent expulfion from 

the affembly of the People, affembled the Senate, complained of the 
outrage he had received, and fubmitted the llate of the republic to 
their confideration. But even this affembly, though confifting of 

above fix hundred of the moft powerful citizens of Rome, not defti- 
tute even of courage, were declined in their fpirit, and became 
averfe to exertions of vigour. They were occupied with their villas, 
their equipages, and the other appurtenances of wealth and of high 

■ 

rank. 41 They appear," lays Cicero upon this occafion, " to think 
" that even if the republic fliould perifh, they will be able to pre- 

" ferve their fifh-ponds." 

The Conful Bibulus even Cato, though far removed from any 
ambiguity of conduce, faw no pofiibility of refilling the torrent. 
The firft retired to his own houfe, and from thence forward, during 



45 See b. H. c. 6. 4 * Plutarch, in Cacone. Appian. de Bell. Civil. lib. ii. 
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the remainder of the year, did not appear in any public place 
Cato abfented himfelf from the Senate *\ 

While Csefar engroffed the full exercife of the confular power, 
Bibulus was content with iffuing his edids or manifeftos in writing, 
containing protefls, by which he endeavoured to ftop all proceedings 
in public affairs on account of the religious faft, or continuation of 
holidays, which he had inftituted to reftrain his colleague. In thefe 
writings he publifhed violent invedives againft Caefar, in which, 

among other articles, he charged him with having had a part in the 

confpiracy of Cataline *\ The Tribune Vatinius, in return, iffued 
a warrant to commit the Conful Bibulus to prifon ; and, in order 
to feize him, attempted to break into his own houfe ; but in this he 
was foiled, and the parties continued, during the remainder of this 
Confulate, in the fame fituation with refped to each other. 

In dating the year, inftead of the Confulate of Casfar and Bibulus, 
it was called by fome wag the Confulate of Julius and Caefar A \ 
This able adventurer, though fufpected of the deepeft defigns, went 
flill deeper in laying his meafures for the execution of them than 
his keeneft opponents fuppofed. He found means to tie up every 
hand that was likely to be lifted up againft himfelf ; as thofe of Pompey 

and Craflus, by their fecret agreement, of which the articles were 

gradually difclofed in the effect. He confirmed to Pompey -all the 

ads of his adminiftration in Ma, and, by putting him on the coin- 
miflion for dividing the lands of Campania, and for fettling a colony 
at Capua, gave him an opportunity, which the other earneftly de- 
fired, of providing for many neceflitous citizens of his pariy. He 
flattered Craffus fufficiently, by placing him on the fame commiflion, 
and by admitting him to a fuppofed equal participation of that 
political confequence which the Triumvirs propofed to fecure by 



*» Cicero pro Sfxrio. Plutarch, k Catone. *• SaetoD* in C. Cxfae. 

« Ibid. c. 20. Bio. Caff. lib. sttvii. c. 6. k 
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their union. He gained the Equcftrian order, by granting a 
fuit which they had long in dependence, for a diminution of the 

rents payable by the revenue farmers in Afia *\ Thefe he reduced a 
third ; and with that order of men acquired the character of great 

liberality and candour. He .himfelf was the only perfon who in ap- 
pearance was not to profit by thefe arrangements. He was occupied, 
6s his retainers pretended, in ferving the republic and in promoting 
his friends ; was the general patron of the diftreffed and the indigent, 

and had* nothing to propofe for himfelf. 

With his confent, and under his authority, Fufius, one of the 
Praetors, and Vartnius, one of the Tribunes, obtained two laws, 
both of them equitable and falutary : the firft, relating to the ufe of 
the ballot in the Comitia, or a(Tembly of the People: the other, 
relating to the challenge of parties in the nomination of judges or 
juries. The introduction of the ballot in political queftions had 
greatly weakened the influeuce of the ariftocracy over the determi- 
nations of the People 5 and refolutions were frequently carried in this 
manner, which no party, nor any particular order of men, were 
willing to acknowledge as their meafure. The Nobles imputed the 
abfurd determinations to the majority that was formed by the People, 
and thefe fometimes retorted the imputation. To leave no doubt in 

fuch matters for the future, Fufius propofed that the orders of Patri- 
cian, Equeftrian, and Plebeian, fliould ballot apart ,0 . This regu- 
lation had fome tendency to reftore the influence of the fuperior 
clafTes. 

Vatinius propofed that in criminal actions, when the judges were 
drawn by lot, the defendant and profecutors might, in their turns, 
challenge, or ftrike off from the lift, perfons to whom they took a 
particular exception s \ 

M 

49 Cicero ad Att. lib.ii. ep. i. Appian. so Pio. lib. xxxviii. C* S. 
de Bell. Civil, lib. ii. p. 43$. 51 Ibid* Appian, 
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■ Caifar himfelf was bufy in devifing new regulations to reform the 
mode of ele&ions, and to improve the forms of bufinefs in fome of 
the public departments. By one of his ads the priefts were to be 
elected agreeably to the former laws of Atius and Domitius, with this 
difference, that candidates might be admitted even in abfence. By 
another of his acts, regular journals were to be kept in the Senate and 
in the aflemblies of the People, and all their proceedings recorded for 
the inipedicn of the public. By a third, perfons convicted of trea- 
fon were fubjetted to new penalties, and governors of provinces to 
additional reftraints in the exercife of their power. Such officers were 
not allowed to receive any honorary gift from their provinces, until 
their fervices being confidered at Rome, were found to have intitled 
them to a triumph s \ They were reftrained from encroaching on 
the right of any State or principality beyond the limits of their prd- 
vince. They were obliged to leave copies of their books and of their 

ads at two of the principal towns in their government and, im- 

mediately upon their arrival at Rome, to give in a copy of the fame 
accounts to the treafury. They were doomed to make reftitution of 
all fubjects received in extortion, not only by themfelves, but by any 

of their attendants w . 

With thefe acts Csefar adorned his Confulate, and in fome meafure 

difcountenanced the party which was difpofed to traduce him. He 

is, neverthelefs, accufed of having ftolen from the treafury, to which 

he had accefs in the capacity of Conful, bars of gold weighing three 
thoufand pondo, and of having concealed the theft by fubftituting 
brais gilt, and of the fame form, in its place 

*' C::eroad Att.Jib. v. cp. 16. & lib. vi. 55 Saeton. in Jul. c. 54. Cxfar is faid-to 
cp- 7. have fold the gold bullion he brought from 

55 Cicero ad Farnil. lib. ii. ep. 1 7- & lib. v. Spain at 3000 H. S. or about 25 1. of our mo- 

cp- -o- ney. This will make his fuppofed theft 

Ibid, in Vadaiujn pro Sext. about 75,0001. 

Whatever 
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Whatever foundation there may have been for this report, it foon 
appeared that Csefar had objects of a more ferious nature, could copy, 

on occafion, the example of Pompey, and, in his manner, caufe what 

was perfonal to himfelf to be propofed by others, whom he might be 

free to fupport or difavow according to the reception which his propofal 

met from the public. It cannot be doubted that he now conceived the 

defign of bringing a military force to fupport his pretenfions irr 
the city. Hitherto kingly power being odious at Rome, whoever 
had afpired to it had always periflied in the attempt, and the mere 
imputation, however fupported, was fatal. The moft profligate 

party among the populace were unable or unwilling to fupport their 
demagogues to this extent ; and the People in general became jealous 
of their moft refpe&able citizens, when it appeared that merit itfelf 
approached -to monarchical elevation. Marius, by the continued 
poiTeflion of the lrigheft offices, and by the fupreme command of 
armies, had acquired a fpecies of fovereignty which he knew not 
how to refign. Cinna came into partnerlhip with Marius, and wiflied. 
to govern after his deceafe. Sylla, to avenge his own wrongs and 
thofe of his friends, to cut off a profligate faction, and reftore the 
republic, took poiTeflion of the government. He led his army againft 

ufurpers, and had the power to become himfelf the moft fuccefsful 

ufurper, as he was put in poflelfion of a fovereignty which he no 

doubt might have retained. So far he was a model to every am r 

bitious adventurer, and pointed out the only means which could in- 
jure to- a fingle perfon the fovereignty of Rome. Cataline, with his 
accomplices Lentulus and Ccthegus, had vainly attempted to over- 
turn the State, or to ufurp its government, by means of a profligate 

party among the populace or citizens of delperate fortune 56 . Csclar 

54 Speaking of the imaginary danger to a of the prefent age, that a city would be 
State of "being overturned by the rabble; drowned by the overflowing of its own fcea-- 
we might as much fear, faid a witty writer nels*. 

* " was; 
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was become head of the fame .party ; but an army like that of 

Sylla, a convenient ftation, and the refources of a great province, 

-were neceffary to fupport the conteft, and to carry it againft his 
rivals, as well as againft the republic itfelf, to a favourable itTue. 

The republic had taken many precautions to prevent the intn> 
duction of military power at Rome. Although the functions of 
State and of war were entmfted to the fame perfons, yet the civil 
.and military characters, except in the cafe of a Dictator, were never 
mnhed at once in the fame perion. The officer of State refigned his 
civil power before he became a foldier, and the foldier was obliged 
to lay afide his military cullgns and character before he could enter the 

city ; and if he fued for a triumph in his military capacity, muft re- 
main without the walls till that fuit was difcufTed. The command 
of armies and of provinces in the perfon of any officer was limited 
to a fingle year at a time, at the end of which, if it were not ex- 
prefsly prolonged, it was underftood to expire, and to devolve on a 
fucceflbr named by the Senate. 

That no leader of a party might have an army at hand to over- 
awe the republic, no military ftation was fuppofed to exift within the 

limits of Italy. The purpofe, however, of this precaution was in 
-fotne meafure fruftrated by the near fituation of a province in which 
an army was kept within the Alps. Italy w r as underftood to extend 
crily from the fea of Tarentum to theArnusand the Rubicon: be- 
yond thefe boundaries, on the northweft, all thofe extenfive and rich 
tracts on both fides of the Apennines, and within the Alps, -which 

now make the dutchies cf Ferrara, Bologna, Modena, Milan, the 

States of Piedmont and Venice, with the dutchy of Carniola, and 

the whole of Lombardy, were confidered, not as a part of Italy, but 

as a province termed the Cifalpine Gaul, and, like the other Roman 

-provinces, was to be held by a military officer, fupported by an 
army. 

This 
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This then was the moft commodious ftation at which a political C 
adventurer might unite the greateft advantages, that of having an 
army at his command, and that of being fo near the capital as to be 
able, by furprife, to occupy the feats of government whenever his de- 
figns were ripe for fuch an attempt. 

Sylla had an army devoted to his pleafure ; but, having the feas 
of Afia and Ionia to pafs in his way to Italy, could not, without 
giving an alarm from a great diftance, and without putting his ene- 
mies on their guard, approach to the city. He therefore, when he 
had this object in his view, made no fecret of his purpofe. 

Csefar had formed a defign on the commonwealth, and acted from 
his original difpofition, and a deliberate intention to make himfelf 
mafter of it ; not urged, like Sylla, by great provocations, and the 
fuggeftion of Angular circumftances.. He arranged his meafures like 
the plan of a campaign, which he had the ability to digeft, and the 
patience to execute with the greateft deliberation. He propofed to 

make himfelf mafter of an army at the gates of Rome, and to have 
the refources of a province contiguous to the capital. He fecured 
the poJTeffion of thefe advantages by an unprecedented prolongation 
of the ufual appointments for five years; fo that the People them-- 
felves could not, without a breach of faith,, recal their grant upcn 
any fudden alarm of the improper ufe he might propofe to make of 
their favours. 

The Cifalpine Gaul, or that part of Italy which lay from the Ru> - 
Bicon to the Alps, was peculiarly fuited to the purpofe of C#far. 

But the diftribution of the provinces was ftill within. the prerogative 
of the Senate ; and the provincial governments were filled by their 
appointment, in purfuance of an exprefs regulation afcribed to Gaius 
Gracchus, and known,, from his name, by the title of the Sempronian 
Law 54 , Csfar had ever been at variance with the greater part oi* 

■ 

54 Lex Semproni.i, Vid. b. ii. c. 3. 

the- 
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the Senate. In the office of Praetor he had been fufpended by their 

authority. In his prefent office of Conful he had fet them at open 
defiance. He had no profpect of being able to obtain from them the 
choice he had made of a province ; and the propofal to put him in 
poffeffion of the Cifalpine Gaul for a term of years, joined to the pre- 
ceding .parts of his conduct, would have given a general alarm, and 
opened at once the whole extent of his defign. 

It was neceflary, therefore, in order to obtain this object, to fet afide 
the authority of the Senate, and to pocure his nomination by fome de- 
gree of furprize. The Tribune Vatinius accordingly, upon a rumour 
that the Helvetii, or the nations inhabiting from Mount Jura to the 
Alps, were likely to caufe fome commotion on the frontier of Gaul, 
moved the People to fet afide the law of Sempronius, and, by vir- 
tue of their own fupreme power, to name Csefar as Proconful of the 
Cifalpine Gaul and Illyricum for five years, with an army of three 
legions. The fenatorian party, as might have been expected, were 
greatly alarmed at this propofal. They vainly, however, hoped to 
evade it by fubftituting another appointment for Csefar in place of 
this province. It was propofed to make him fuperintendant of the 
-public forefts throughout the empire ; a charge which, though not, 
in our acceptation of the word, a province, was however, like every 
other public department in that empire, known by this name. This 
fubflitute for the government of the Cifalpine Gaul was thought to be 

the better chofen, that it neither implied nor required the command of 

an army, and was to withhold the engine of military power from a 
perfon fo" likely to abufe it. This weak attempt, however, againft 
fo able an adverfary, only tended to cxpofe the meaning of thole by 

1 

whom it was made, and by (hewing to the Senate their own weak- 
nefs, hurried them into conceffions which perhaps might have been 
jOtherwife avoided. In order that Ca:far might not owe every thing 

to the People and nothing to them, they extended his command at once 
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toboth fides of the Alps. On the one fide of thefe mountains he had 
a Illation from which to overawe the city : on the other, he had a 
great extent of territory, and a theatre of war on which he might 

form an army and inure them to fervice. The Senate, feeing he 
had already, by a vote of the People, obtained the firft with an army 
of three legions for five years ; and imagining that it was no longer 
of any ufe to oppofe him ; or hoping to occupy bis attention, or to 
wear out the five years of his command in wars that might arife 
beyond the Alps, they joined to his province on thePo that of the 
Tranfalpine Gaul, with an additional legion. In this manner, whe- 
ther from thefe or any fimilar reafons, it is affirmed by feme of 

the hiftorians 5S , that the Senate even outran the People in conceflions 
to Csefar 5 and to this occafion is referred the memorable faying of 
Catp : " Now you have taken to yourfelves a king, and have placed 

him with his guards in your Citadel 5 V 

Csfar, at the fame time, on the motion of the Tribune Vatinius^ 
was empowered to fettte a Roman colony on the Lake Larius at No- 
vum Comum, with full authority to confer the privilege of Roman 
citizens on thofe he fhould fettle in this place. Having obtained the 
great object of his Confulate, in his appointment for a term of years 
to the command of an army within the Alps, he no longer kept any 

meafures with the Senate, nor allowed them any merit in the ad- 
vantages he had- gained. He was aware of their malice, he faid, 
and had prevailed in every fult, not by their conceflion, but in direct 
oppofition to their will. Though capable of great command of 
temper, and of the deepeft difiimulation when in purfuit of his ob- 
ject, he appears, on this and other occafions to have had a vanity 

which he indulged, in braving the world when his end was ob- 
tained As he infulted the Senate when no longer depending on 

55 Sucton. in Jul. Cxfare, c. 22. 

56 Plutarch, in Catone. Dio. Caff. lib. xxxviii. Appian. de Bell. Civil, lib. ii. 
Sueton. in Cafare, lib. ii. c. 22. 

Vol. II. - ¥ their 
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their concurrence for any of his objects, fo he no longer difguifed 
his connection with Pompey and Graffus, or the means by which, 

in his late meafures, the concurrence of thefe rivals had been ob- 
tained. 

As fuch combinations and cabals generally have an invidious 
afpect to thofe who are excluded from them, the Triumvirate, for fo 
it began to be called in deteftation and irony s6 , notwithstanding the 
popularity or influence enjoyed by thofe who had formed it, became 
an object of averfion and general abufe 5? . They were received at 

all public places with groans and expreflions of hatred. An actor, 
performing on the public theatre, applied to Pompey a fentence of 
reproach, which occurred in the part he was acting. The appli- 
cation was received with peals of applaufe, and called for again and 
again 5 \ 

The edicts that were publifhed by Bibulus in oppofition to Gfifar 
were extolled, and received with avidity. The places of the ftreets 
at which they were potted up were fo crowded with multitudes af- 
fembled to read them, that the ways were obftructed. Csefar and 
Pompey endeavoured to leffen the effect of thefe edicts in fpeeches 
to the People, but were ill heard. Pompey loft his temper and his 

fpirit, and funk in his confideration as much as Cxfar advanced in 

power. It became manifeft, even to the People, that Csefar had pro- 
cured their conjunction for his own conveniency 59 ; but Pompey 
himfelf probably felt that he was too far advanced to recede. 

;6 The tides of Duumvirs, Triumvirs, " time will come when thou (halt rue this 

ar.d fo on, were the defignatiocs of legal " State ;" likewife Tepeated with peals of 

commifions at Rome 2&"ng under public applaufe, &c Cicero ad Att. lib. ii. epift. 

authority ; fuch title was given to the private 19. Val. Max. lib. vi. c. 2. 
ccaliuon of thefe adventurers in mere irony. 59 One of the fentences, fo much applaud- 

57 Cicex. ad Att. lib. ii. ep. 16. ed in its application to him at the theatre,, 

55 " To our misfortune thou art great." was, M Eandem virtutem tempus veniet cum 

He was called upon to repeat thefe words " graviter gemes." 
2gain and again innumerable times. " The 

8 The 
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The Senate, and all the moft refpe&able citizens of Rome, though 
unanimous in their deteftation of the defign that was formed byCxfar, 
Pompey, and Craffus, to difpofe of the republic at their pleafure, yet 
either were, or believed themfelves, unable to cope with the power 
of fo many factions united. Csefar, in order to hold by force what 
he gained by artifice, and by fome degree of furprife, filled the ftrcets 
with his retainers in arms, and fhowed, that, in cafe of any attempt 
to recal what had been fo weakly given up to him, he was in condition 

to refill, and to lay the city in blood. If he were driven from Rome, 

he had provided within the Alps an army of two or three complete 
legions, with which he could maintain his province, or even recover 
his pofleffion of the city. Every one cenfured, complained, and la- 
mented ; but there was little concert, and lefs vigour, even among the 
members of the Senate. 

Cato, with his declared difapprobation of the lare meafures, was 
reduced to the fingle expedient of aflifting Bibulus in drawing up 

1 

the edicts or manifeftos againft the proceedings of Csfar, which were, 

at this time, received with fo much avidity by the People. 
Cicero now declined taking part in any affair of State; but being 

known for an advocate, was courted in this capacity by many citizens, 

who had affairs in dependence before the courts of juftice ; and appre- 
hending an attack which was likely to be made upon himfelf, on ac- 
count of the tranfa&ions of his Confulate, he avoided, as much as 
poffible, giving offence to any of the parties which divided the 

commonwealth. The ftorm was to be directed againft him by Publius 

Clodius, under whofe animofity to the government of the Nobles, 
and to Cicero in particular, it was perceived for fome time to be 

gathering fil . 



This 



himfelf 



Cicero ad Att. lib. ii. epift. 19, 20, 21, 22, 23. 
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£ adopted into, a Plebeian family, could not obtain the neceflary rati- 
fication of the deed of adoption in the affembly of the Curiae, until 
his caufe was eipoufed by Csfor, who feems to have taken his part, 
in refentment of fome infmuations thrown out againft himfelf by Cicero 

in pleading for M. Antonius, his late colleague in- the Confulate. 
Antonius being, as has been mentioned, on account of his admini- 

ftration in Macedonia, accufed of extortion, was defended by Cicero, 
who took that occafion to lament the ftate of the republic, brought 
under fubje&ion as it was by a cabal which ruled by violence, and in 
contempt of the law. Csfar was greatly provoked : " Thisperfon," 
he faid, " takes the fame liberty to vilify the reputation, of others, 
w that he takes to. extol his own;" and upon thofe expreffions,.con- 
fidered as a warning of the part which.Gcero was. likely to take in his 
abfence, he determined not to leave him at the head of the Senatorian 
party to operate againft him. His deftru&ion might be effected 
merely by expediting the formality of Clodius's adoption into a Ple- 
beian family, to qualify him for Tribune of the People * x ; and Csfar, 

on the very day in which he received this provocation from Cicero,, 
permitted the ad of adoption to pafs in the aflembly of the Curiae 

Pompey likewife concurred in executing this deed of adoption for 
Glodiuv and affifted in the quality of Augur to carry it through the 
religious forms. Clodius, in the mean time,, gave out, that he had' 
no defign on the Tribunate,, but was foliciting an embafly to Ti- 
granes king of Armenia, Cicero was fo much blinded by this pre- 
tence, that he was merry in his letter to Atticus on the abfurdity of 7 
Clodius,. in having himfelf degraded into a Plebeian, merely to qua-r 
lify him to appear at the court of Tigranes. He was merry likewife 
with his not being put on the commiffion of twenty for the execution 
of Caefars Agrarian Law.. " Strange !" he faid, 44 that he who was 

«* Die. Caff. lib. xxxviii. c. 10. kzi Plutarch, in Cicerone.. Cicero pro.domo fua,, 
de Produces ConMaribus^&c. 

ttv once 
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«■ once- the only male creature in Csefar's houfe, .cannot now find one 
" place among twenty in this lift of his friends 63 J* 

The more*effe&ually to impofe upon.Ciceio and His friends,. Csefar 
affe&ed to believe j that, the intention of Clodius was againft himfelf, 

and taken up with the animofity of a perfon who had already at- 
tempted to. difhonour his houfe 6 *; and' he pretended to difpute 
the validity of his adoption, and of confequence, his qualification 
to be elected a Tribune. Pompey joined in the fame vile artifice. . 
" Nay-," fays Cicero j. upon hearing of their pretended oppofition to 
Clodius, " this is perfect tyranny. Only fend the proper officers to 
" rae, and I will give my affidavit,, that. Pompey told me himfelf he 
" had' affifted as Augur in paffing that: decree *V 

With.thefe tranfattions the year of Csefars Confulate drew to a 
clofe. He ratified his treaty with. Pompey, . by giving him his daugther 
Julia in marriage. During the former part of the. year, this lady 
had been promifed to Servilius Csepio, and had been of great ufe to 
her father,, by fecuring the fervices of Csepio againft Bibulus. Ser- 
vilius, on his difapp ointment, was pacified by the promife of Pom- 
pey's daughter. Csefar himfelf married the daughter of Calpurnius 
Pifo, who, together with Gabinius^ the creature of Pompey, was 
deftined to fucceed in the Confulate, and who was, by this alliance, . 
fecured in the interefl of Csefar.. 44 Provinces, armies, and king- 

" doms," faid Cato on this occafion,." are made the. dowries of wo- 
" men 66 , and the empire itfelf an appendage, of female 'proftitu— 

" tion." 

In this fituationof affairs, r and! among parties who dealt in impo-- 
fitions and artifices,, as well as in open: and daring meafures,. fome 

particulars are recorded, which,, to gain our belief, require fome ac- 
quaintance, with the manners of the times.. Vettius, a citizen of fome.. 

65 Cicer. ad Att. lib. ii. epift. 7.- « Cic. ad Att. epjjUio. Vol. iz* 

♦* In the intrigue with Catfar's wife*. ^Plutarch, in Catone. 

note,., 
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note, who had been employed by Cicero in the time of his Confui- 
iliip to gain intelligence of the Cataline ccnfpiracy, now himfelf ap- 
peared as the author of a plot, of which the origin and the iflue were 
matter of various conjecture. Knowing that Curio, a young man 
of high rank, and a declared enemy of Cxfar, was on bad terms like- 
wife withPompey, he told him in confidence, that he himfelf had de- 
termined to aifaiTmate Pompey, and propofed to Curio to join with 
him in that defign. The young man communicated the matter to 
his father, and the father to Pompey, who laid it before the Senate. 
Vettius being examined in the Senate, at firft denied any intercourfe 

with Curio, but afterwards confefTed, that he had been drawn into 

a confpiracy with this young man, with Lucullus, Brutus, Bibulus, 

and fome others, who had formed a defign on Pompey's life. 

It was ftrcngly fufpected, that Csefar had employed Vettius to 
frame this impofture, in order that he might engage fome of thofe 
perfbns in a criminal correfpondence ; and that it w r as intended, as 
foon as he had laid fome foundation for an imputation of guilt 

againft them, that he mould, with a party of Haves, armed with 

daggers, put himfelf in the way of being taken ; that he mould at 

firft deny the plot, but afterwards fuffer himfelf to be forced, by de- 
grees, to confefs, and to declare his pretended accomplices j that this 
plan was difconcerted by the early intimation which Curio gave to 
his father, before ail the circumftances intended to give it an air of 
probability were in readinefs. 

It was fcarcely poffible, however, that Cscfar mould have com- 
mitted his reputation to the hazard of detection in fo infamous a 
project.. He laid hold of it indeed with fome avidity, and endea- 
voured to turn it againft his opponents. After Vettius had been ex- 
amined before the Senate, and was committed to prifon for farther 
examination, Cxfar prefented him to the People, and brought him into 

the roftra, to declare what he knew of this pretended bloody defign. The 

prifoner 
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prifoner repeated his confeflion, but varied in the account of his ac- CHA F * 
complices, particularly in leaving Brutus out of the lift ; a circum- 
ftance likewife, in the fcandal of the times, imputed to the partiality 
of Cxfar, and confidered as proof of his clandeftine relation to this 

young man. Vettius was remanded to prifon, and a procefs com- 
menced againft him on the ftatute of intended afTaffi nation. A trial 
mull have probably difclofed the whole fcene, and for this reafon was 
faid to have been prevented, by the fudden death of Vettius, who 
was fuppofed to have been ftrangled by order of Cxfar in prifon 67 . 

By the influence of Pompey and Caefar, Gabinius and Pifo were U. c. 6 95 . 
elected Confuls ; and, by their connivance, Clodius became Tribune niusPifoCe- 
of the People. The afcendant they had gained, however, was ex- j\" Gabinius 
tremely difagreeable to many of the other officers of State, and even Nc P os * 

to fome of the Tribunes.. L, Domitius Ahenobarbus and C. .Mem- 
mius Gemellus joined in an accufation againft Crcfar, late Conful, for 
proceedings in office contrary to law and religion. Cozfar, for 
fame time, affected to join ifTue with him on thefe queftions, and to 
fubmit his- caufe to judgment ; but apprehending delay and trouble, 
without any advantage from fuch an inquiry, he pleaded his privilege 
as a perfon deftined for public fervice ; and accordingly, without 
flaying to anfwer this charge, withdrew from the city, and continued 
to make his levies, and to affemble his army in the fuburbs of 

Rome. 

In tlxis pofture of affairs, one of the Qureflors, who had ferved un- 
der Cttfar in his Confulfhip, was convicted of fome mifdemeanor 68 ; 
and the oppofite party, as if they had of a fudden broke the chains 
in which they were held, commenced fuits againft all the tools that 
had been employed by him in his late violent meafures. Gabinius 
had been charged with bribery by Caius Cato, then a young man. . 



* 7 Cicero ad Alt. lib. ii. cpift. 24. Sueron. in Cx-fare, c. 20. . 
" Sueton. in Nerone, c. ii, & in defare, c. 23. 
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book But the Prartor, whofe lot it was to ^xercife the jurifdiction in fuch 

, » cafes, being under the influence of Pompey, evaded the queftion. 

Caius Cato complained to the People, and, having faid that Pompey 

ufurped a Dictatorial power, narrowly efcaped with his life *\ 

Vatinius was accufed before the Pnetor Memmius, who willingly 
received the accu&tion ; but all proceedings were fuddenly Hopped 
by the iriterpofition of Clodius in the capacity of Tribune ; and the 

attention of the People and of the Senate foon came to be more in- 

tirely occupied with the defigns of this factious adventurer. 

The ruin of Cicero appears to .have been the principal object which 
Godins propofed to himfelf in entering on the office of Tribune ; and 
this, though affecting to be of the popular party, he purfued chiefly 
from motives of perfonal animofity and refentment. Cicero had given 

evidence againft him on his trial, and afterwards in the Senate made 

him the object of his wit and invective '°. He is generally repre- 

fented by Cicero as effeminate and profligate, void of difcretion or 
prudence. Onf&e prefent occafion, however, he feems to have ma- 
naged with confiderable fteadinefs and addrefs. He acted evidently 
in concert with Caefar, Pompey, and Craflus ; but probably had not 
from them any particular direction in what manner he was to proceed. 

Ever fince the fummary proceedings which were employed againft 

the accomplices of Cataline, the danger of this precedent was a fa- 
vourite topic with the popular faction. Clodius profefled that the 
object of his Tribunate was to provide a guard againft this danger. 
He began with paying his court to different parties and different or- 
ders of men in the republic, by propofing acts favourable to each ; 
and he ftated his motion for the better fecuring-of the People againft 
arbitrary executions, which he meant in the end to apply to Cicero, 
as but one of many regulations intended by him for the benefit of 
the public, and which he joined with fome acts of gratification to 

i° _Ciccr. ad Art. lib. i. 

private 
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private perfons. He gained the prefent Confute by procuring them 

lucrative appointments, at the expiration of their year in office; 

to Pifo, Macedonia including Achaia; to Gabinius, Syria with 
a confidcrable addition beyond the ufual bounds of the pro- 

vince He gained the indigent part of the People by an act to 
remit all the debts which were due for corn at the public granaries ; 
and by ordering, for the future, the diflributions from thence to be 

made gratuitoufly 7 \ He, at the fame time, procured another act 
extremely agreeable to many of the citizens, for reftoring and in- 

creafing the number of corporations which had been abolrfhed about 
nine years before, on account of the troubles to which they gave rife. 

The meeting of corporate bodies, in a city fo much addicted to 
faction and tumult, had been the caufe of frequent diforders. As 

perfons, affecting to govern the State, endeavoured to gain the People 

by indulging their paffions for idlenefs and pleafure, with games, 
theatrical entertainments, combats of gladiators, and the baiting of wild 
beaftsj fo the head of every corporate body, though upon a fmaller 
fcale, had his Feafts, his entertainments, and fhews, forming his party of 
retainers, on occafion, to maintain his pretenfions by force. The re- 
newal, therefore, of fuch eftablifliments, a meafure which carried to 
every tradefman in his flail the feeling and confequence of a Craffus, a 

Pompcy, and a Carfar, affecting to govern the world in their refpective 
ways, was greedily adopted by the lower People. And Clodius took 
the opportunity of the firft popular meetings to awaken and to direct: 
their zeal to his own purpofe 73 . He even gained a confiderable party 
in the Senate by affecting to circumfcribe the difcretionary power of the 
Cenfors over this body. Many of the members had reafon to dread 
the Cenforial animadverfions, and were pleafed with an act which ha 
obtained to provide, that, for the future, no one could be ftruck off 

71 Plutarch, in Cicerone. 73 Dio. lib. xxxviii. c. [3. Cicero in Pi- 

71 Pidinnus in Pifoniana. Dio. lib. xxxviii. foncm, c. 4. & Aicanius, ibid. . 
Ciccr. pro Domo fua. 
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the rolls of the Senate without a formal trial, and the concurrence 
of both the Cenfors 7 ". 

Joined to fo many arts pra&ifed to reconcile different parties to the 
meafures he affe&ed to take for the fecurity of the People's liberties, 
Clodius promulgated his law of provifion againft arbitrary executions, 
and gave it a retrofped which was undoubtedly meant to compre- 
hend the fummary proceedings which had been held againft Cethe- 
gus and Lentulus in the Conlulate of Cicero. While the fubjedt wa& 

in dependence, he thought of two circumftances that might operate 

againft him, and which he was therefore determined to prevent. One 
was, the practice of recurring to the celeftial aufpices by which the 
proceedings of the People were fometimes fufpended ; and the other 
was, the opposition which he might expect from Cato, who was likely 
to confider the caufe of the Senate and the republic as involved in that 

of the magistrate, who had preferred the State by executing their 
decrees. To fecure himfelf againft the firft, he procured an edicl to 
prohibit all perfons from obferving the heavens while the People 
were deliberating on any affair of State ; and to obviate the fecond, 
he thought of a pretence for a temporary removal of Cato from Rome. 
In the preceding Confulate, Cato, though armed as he was folely 

with the reputation of integrity, unable to prevent the progrefs of a 

ruinous faction affecting popular meafures, yet, by his unremitted 

oppofition, he forced them, on occafion, to fliow what Pompey in 
particular was extremely defirous to conceal, that they prevailed by 
corruption and force, not by what they pretended, the free choice of 
their fellow-citizens. Clodius, forefeeing a like oppofition, and pof- 
fibly a difappointment in his defign againft Cicero, if Cato continued 

at Rome, devifed a commiffion to employ him in foreign fervice. 

Ptolomy, king of Cyprus, had put a perfonal affront on Clodius, by 

refilling to pay his ranfom when taken by pirates on the coaft of 
Afia near to that HI and. He now took an opportunity to be revenged 

T * Ibid. See a tametvy cf ihefe acts. Cicero pro Scxiio, from c. 15 to c. 28. 
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on him, by procuring an a& to forfeit his kingdom and his treafure ; 
and by making Cato the inftrument of his revenge, he propofed to 
free himfelf at the fame time from the interruption which this citi- 
zen was likely to give to his projects at Rome 

At an interview with Cato, Clodius had the impudence to pre- 
tend great admiration of his virtue ; told him, that the commifilbn 
to reduce Cyprus into the form of a province was folicited by many; 
hut that he knew of none who, by his faithfulnefs and integrity, 
was fo well qualified for the truft as Cato, and that he meant to 
propofe him to the People. " That," faid Cato, " I know is a 
" mere artifice; not an honour, but an indignity intended to me." 
" Nay," faid Clodius, " if you do not go willingly, you fhall go 
« by force ;" and on that very day moved and. obtained his nomi- 
nation from the People. Left the affair of Cyprus mould not detain 

him a fufiicient time, he was farther charged in his commiffion to 
repair to Byzantium to reftore fome exiles, and to quiet fome troubles 
which had arifen at that place. 

Caefar and Pompey likewife concurred in procuring this commif- 
fion to Cato, in order to remove a powerful fupport from the Praetors 

Memmius and Doraitius, whofe propofal to repeal all the ads of 
Csefar was yet in dependence. 

The ftorm was now prepared to fall upon the magiftrate who had 
prefided in the fuppreffion of Cataline's party, and no man had any. 
doubt of its direction. Cato, before he left Rome, feeing Cxhr in 
pofleffion of the gates with an army, and ready, in the event of any 
tumult, under pretence of quieting diforders, to enter the oity by 
force, and to feize on the government ; and apprehending, that the* 
caufe in dependence, however juft, was altogether defperate, earneftly 
-exhorted Cicero, rather to yield and to withdraw from the city, than 
to bring matters to extremities in the prefent ftate of the republic 7S . 



^ 5 Cicero pro Sextio. 76 Plutarch, in Catone. 
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Gcero, however, was for fome time undecided. Having fecured 
the fupport of L. Ninius Quadratus, one of the Tribunes, he propofed 
to obftrud the proceedings of his enemy, and to give a negative to 
ail his motions. Afterwards, upon afllirances from Clodius, that 
the purpofe of the a& was altogether general, and had no fpecial 

relation to himfelf ; he was prevailed on not to divide the college of 

Tribunes, or to engage his friends in the invidious tafk of giving a 
negative to a law, that was intended merely to guard the People 
againft arbitrary proceedings 71 . 

Clodius, having obtained this advantage, no longer made any 

fecret of his defign againft Cicero, and boafted of the concurrence 

of Gelar and Pompey. In this neither of thefe profefled friends of 
Gcero denied the imputation 78 ; but excufed themfelves in private by 
pleading, that while their own ads of the preceding year were ftill 
queflioned by the Praztor, it was neceffary for them to keep terms- 

with fo violent a Tribune " ; but Pompey, together with this apo- 
logy for his prefent conduct, gave Cicero the ftrongeft aflurances of 
future protection. " This Tribune," he faid, w fhall kill me before 
u he injure you." It is not credible that Pompey then meant to be* 
tray him; it was fufficiently bafe that, in the fequel, he did not keep 
his word. On the contrarv, when his aid came to be moft wanted 
by his injured friend, he retired to the country, under pretence of 
bufinefs ; and being at his villa near Alba, where Lentulus, Lucullus, 

and many of the moft refpectable Senators repaired to him with the 
warm eft intreaties in behalf of a perfon to whofe eloquence and pane- , 
gyric he owed fo many of his honours, he coldly referred them to 
the ordinary officers of State for protection, faying, That as a private 

citizen he could not contend with a furious Tribune at the head of an 
armed People *°. 



91 D:o. lib. xxxviH. c. 14. 

'** Cicero pof; Pvcditaa in Senatum 
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In the mean time, the Conful Gabinius, though under the abfo- 
iute direction of Pompey, promoted the attack againft Gicero, and 
checked every attempt that was made in his favour. When the 
Equeftrian order, together with numbers of the moft refpectable 

citizens from every quarter of Italy, crowded in mourning to Rome, 
and prefentcd a memorial to the Senate in his behalf ; and when 
the members propofed to take mourning, and to intercede with the 
People, Gabinius fuddenly left the chair, broke up the meeting, 
went directly from thence to the aflembly of the People, where he 
threw out injurious infinuations againft the Senate,, and mentioned 
the meetings which had been held by the Equeftrian order, as riotous 
and feditious tumults ; faid, that the Knights ought to be cautious 

how they revived the memory of that part which they themfelves 
had acted in the violent meafures which were now coming under 
review, and which were fo likely, to meet with a juft retribution 
from the People* 

In this extremity Cicero attempted to fee- Pompey in perfon at 
his country-houfe ; but while the fuppliant was entering at one door,, 
this treacherous friend withdrew at another**. No longer doubting 
that he was betrayed by a perfon on whom he had fo fully relied,. 

he began to be agitated by a variety of counfels and projects. He 
was invited by Ccefar to place himfelf in the ftation of lieutenant in 
his province of Gaul ; and, in that public character abroad, to take 
refuge from the ftorm that was gathering againft him in Italy. But 
this, from a perfon who had fo much contributed to raife the ftorm,. 
was fuppofed to proceed from a defign to infult or betray him ; or at 
beft to. reduce him to a ftate of dependence on himfelf. Being at- 
tended by a numerous body of citizens, chiefly of the Equeftrian 

order, who had taken arms in his caufe, he fometimes had. thoughts. 



,0 Autarch* in Cicerone. 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 

of defending himfelf by force 5 at other times, he defpaired of his 

fortunes, and, as appears from his letters, propofed to kill himfelf ; 
and was diverted from this intention only by the entreaties and anxious 

care of his friends. 

Such was the ftate of affairs, when Clodius affembled the People to 
pafs the ad he had framed againft arbitrary executions. He had 
fummoned them to meet in the fuburbs, that Catfar, who on account 
of his military command was then excluded from the city, might be 
prefent. This artful politician being called upon among the firft to 
deliver his opinion ; with an appearance of moderation, and unwil- 
lingnefs to bear hard on any perfon to whom the law might apply, 
referred the People to his former declarations ; faid, that every one 

knew his mind on the fubject of arbitrary executions ; that he ap- 
proved the act which was now propofed, as far as it provided againft 
iuch offences for the future ; but could not approve of its having a 

retrofpect to any tranfaclion already paffed. 

While Catfar thus, in delivering his own opinion, affected to go 
no farther than confiftencv and a regard to his former conduct: feemed 
to require, he permitted or directed his party to go every length 
with Clodius, and meant either to ruin Cicero, or force him to 

accept of protection on the terms that fhould be prefcribed to him. 

When the general law had paffed, there was yet no mention of 

Cicero ; and his enemies might have ftill found it a difficult matter to 

carry the application to him ; but he himfelf, in the anguifh of his 
mind, anticipated the accufation, went forth in mourning to the 
(treets, and implored mercy of every citizen with an afped of de- 
jection, which probably did not encourage any party to efpoufe his 
caufe. He was frequently met in this condition, and infulted by 
Clodius, who walked in the ftreets, attended by an armed rabble ; 
and he determined at laft to abandon the city. Being efcorted by a 

company of his friends, he paffed through the gates in the middle of 

the 
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the night on the firft of April, took the road of Lucania, and in- c 
tended to have made his retreat into Sicily, where the memory of 
his adminiftration in the capacity of Qusftor, and the continued ef- 
fects of his patronage at Rome, were likely to procure him a fa- 
vourable reception 8I . But Clodius, immediately upon his departure, 
having carried a fpecial attainder, by which, in the language of fuch 
afts, he was interdicted the ufe of fire and water ; and by which 
every perfon within five hundred miles of Italy was forbid, under 
fevere penalties, to harbour him; Virgilius, the Praetor of Sicily, 

though his friend, declined to receive him. He turned from thence 

* » 

to Brundifium, palled into Macedonia, and would have fixed his 
refidence at Athens ; but apprehending that this place was within 
the diftance prefcribed to him by the aft of banifhment, he went to 
Theffalonica in his way to Cyzicum. Here he had letters, that gave 
him intimation of fome change in his favour, entertained fome pro- 

fpecl: of being fpeedily recalled, and accordingly determined to wait 

the iflue of thefe hopes. 

We have better means of knowing the frailties of Cicero, than per- 
haps is fafe for the reputation of any one labouring under the ordi- 
nary defects of human nature. He was open and undifguifed to his 
friends, and has left an extenfive correfpondence behind him. Ex- 
preflions of vanity in fome paffages of his life, of pufillanimity in 

Others, efcape him with uncommon facility. Being at leaft of a queru- 
lous and impatient temper, he gives it full fcope in his exile, perhaps 
not more from weaknefs, than from defign to excite his friends to re- 
double their efforts to have himreftored. He knew the value of fortitude 
as a topic of praife, and might have afpired to it ; but would it not, . 
he may have queftioned, encourage his party to fleep over his wrongs ? 
In any other view, his complaints refemble more the wailings of an.- 
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infant, or the drains of a tragedy compofed to draw tears, than the 
language of a man fupporting the caufe of integrity in the midft of 
undeferved trouble. " I wiih I may fee the day," he writes to 
Atticus, " in which I mail be difpofed to thank you for having 
" prevailed upon me not to lay violent hands on myfelf j for it 

" is certainly now matter of bitter regret to me that I yielded to 

" you in that matter "V 

In anfwer to the fame friend who had chid him for want of forti- 
tude, " What fpecies of evil," he lays, " do I not endure ? Did 

" ever any perfon fall from fo high a ftate ? in fo good a caufe ? with 

" fuch abilities and knowledge ? with fo much public efleem ? with 

" the fupport of fuch a refpectable order of citizens ? Can I re- 
" member what I was, and not feel what I am ? Stript of fo many 
" honours, cut off in the career of fo much glory, deprived of fuch 
" a fortune, tore from the -arms of fuch children, debarred the view 
" of fuch a brother, dearer to me than I was to myfelf, yet now 
" debarred from my prefence, that I may fpare him what he muft 
M fuffer from fuch a fight, and myfelf what I muft feel in being 
M the caufe of fo much mifery to him. I could fay more of a load 

" of evils which is too heavy for me to bear ; but I am flopped by 
" my tears £ V 

From the whole of this correfpondence of Cicero in his exile, we 

may collecr. to what degree the unjufl reproaches which he had 
fuffered, the defertion of thofe on whom he relied for fupport, the 
dangers to which he left his family expofed, affe&ed his mind. The 
confcioufnefs of his integrity, even his vanity forfook him ; and his 
fine genius, no longer employed in the Forum or in the Senate, or 
bufied in the literary fhidies which amufed him afterwards 84 in a 

more calamitous time of the republic, now, by exaggerating the dif- 

11 Cicero ad Att. lib. iii. epifl. 3. »♦ See the Book of Tufcular Qucftions. 

■ J Cicero ad Ail lib. iii. cpiit. 10. 
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trefs of his fortunes, preyed upon himfelf. It appeared from 
this, and many other fcenes of his life, that although he loved vir- 
tuous actions, yet his virtue was accompanied with fo unfatiable a 
thirft of the praife to which it intitled him, that his mind was unable 
to fuftain itfelf without this foreign affiftance ; and when the praife 
which- was due to his Confulate was changed into obloquy and fcorn, 
he feems to have loft the fenfe of good or of evil in his own conduct or 
character ; and at Theffalonica, where he fixed the fcene of his exile, 
funk or rofe in his own efteem, as he feemed to be valued or ne- 
glected at Rome 

8 * Vid. Cicero ad Ate. lib. iii. 
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CHAP. VI. 



Czfar takes PoJcJJton of bis Province. Migration of the Helvetil 

Their Defeat. War with Ariovifius. Return of Cafar 

for the Vf inter into Italy. Great Concourfe of Citizens to his 

Quarters. Motion to recal Cicero. Difordcrs that followed 

upon it. Confutations of Pompsy and Cafar. Augmentation 

cf the Ann j in Gaul. Second Campaign of Cafar, Operations 

cn the Aijne. On the Meufe and Sombre. Battle with the 

Ksrviu Succefsful Attempt for the Ref oration of Cicero. 

Control' erf y relating to his Houfc. Repeated Riots of Clodius. 



■Trial cf Milo. 
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HILE the tranfaction which terminated in the exile of Ci- 
cero was ftill in dependance, C-efar, although, by affuming 
the military character, he had difqualified himfelf to take any part 
in civil affairs, had actually gone from the city and embodied his 
legions, yet he ftill remained in the fuburbs of Rome to obferve the 
iffue of that bufmefs, and to direct the conduct of his party. He 

thought himfelf too much interefted in the event to leave it intirely 

under the direction of Pompey, with whom his own connection was 

precarious, and might be of fhort duration. He was inclined to 

ruin, if he could, not gain, a peribn whofe talents and character 
made him of fo much confequence to the parties who contended for 

power in the State. Having failed in his attempt to gain him as a 

dependant, and to carry him as part of his own retinue into Gaul, he 

fecretly promoted the defmgs of Clodius, and employed his own re- 
tainers and friends againft him, until he-faw the purpofe accom- 
pliihed. 
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The provinces of which Ccefar had obtained the command, com- c H A p - 

prehended, as has been obferved, under the denomination of the v - ' 

two Gauls, confiderable territories on both fides of the Alps. The 
Qfalpine Gaul, which was joined to Italy, extended fo Lucca, not 

far from Pifa on one fide of the Apennines, and to the Rubicon, 
not far from Ariminum on the other. Beyond the Alps, the whole 
territory from the Mediterranean to the Rhine and the Meufe, was 
known by the name of Gaul. A. part of this tract, which was 
bounded by the Rhone, the mountains of Auvergne, the Garonne, 
and the Pyrenees) was already a Roman province, including, toge- 
ther with Languedoc and Dauphine, what, from its early fubjedion 
to the Romans, is ftill named Provence. 

The remainder of the country was divided into three principal 
parts, occupied by the Aquitani, the Celtes, and the Belgas, nations 

differing in language, eftablifhments, and cuftoms. The firft divi- 
fion extended from the Pyrenees to the Garonne ; the fecond from 

the Garonne to the Seine ; and the third from thence to the Meufe 

and the Scheld. 

In each of thefe tracts there was a multiplicity of feparate cantons 
and independent communities, of which Csefar had occafion to enu- 
merate no lefs than four hundred. Even the fmalleft of thefe com- 
munities, by his account, was broken into parties and factions, who 
had feparate obje&s, and were engaged in oppofition to each other. 
The People, in general, were held in a ftate of dependance by two 
feparate orders of men, whofe condition and character may account 
for the manifold divifions and animofities that took place in their 
country. One order was ecclefiaftical, compofed of the Druids, who, 
by their profeflion, had the keeping of fuch myfteries, and the per- 
formance of fuch rites as were then in ufe ; and, having over their 
fellow-citizens the claim to a hierarchy, had, among themfelves, in 
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the various pretenfions to preferment and rank in their own order, 

continual fubjeds of competition, jealoufy, and quarrels. 

The other order was intirely military, and confided of perfons 
whofe principal diftm&ion arofe from the number of their armed 
adherents ; and who, therefore, vied with each other in the multi- 
tude of their retainers, or in the force of their parties *. 

The country, we learn, in general, was interfperfed with what 
are called towns, and what were, in reality, fafe retreats, or places 
of ftrength. It abounded in corn and cattle, the refources of a nu- 
merous people ; armies were collected, and political afTemblies were 
ftatedly, or occafionally called : but how the people were accommo- 
dated, or in what degree they were fupplied with the ordinary pro- 
duclions of mechanic or commercial arts, is no where defcribed- 

In thefe particulars however, as they were probably lefs flrilful 
than the Italians, fo they furpalTed the Germans, to whom they 
yielded in the reputation of valour ; and they were now in reality on 
the eve of becoming a prey to the rapacity and ferocity of the one, 
or to the ambition, refined policy, and fuperior arts of the other. 

Among parties, who were already fo numerous, and likely to be 
divided indefinitely by family or perfonal jealoufies, Ca*far was about 
to find the occafions, which he undoubtedly fought for, of raifing his 
reputation in war, of enriching himfelf and his dependants, and of 
forming an army inured to fervice, and attached to himfelf. While 

he was yet in Italy, he had intimation of a wonderful projecl: formed 
by the Helvetii, natives of the tract which extends from the Jura to 

the Alps, and of the vallies which divide thofe mountains, to quit 

their own country in order to exchange it for a better fettlement, in 

a lefs inclement region, on the lower and more fertile plains of 
Gaul. 

> Csfw de Bell. Gall. lib. vi. c. 10-20. 
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They had taken, for this purpofe, an exafl: account of their own c 
numbers in every canton, and muttered no lefs than three hundred 
and fifty-eight thoufand fouls, of whom ninety-two thoufand were 
warriors, or men fit to bear arms. To put this multitude in motion , 
a great apparatus of provifions, of horfes, and of carriages was necef- 
fary ; and they allotted two years for the neceflary preparations. 
This time was now elapfed, and the fwarm began to diflodge on the 
twenty-fifth of March of the year in which Csefar was to take pof- 
feflion of his province. On receiving the alarm, he fet out from 
Italy, and with hafty journies arrived at Geneva, where, to prevent 
furprife, he broke down the bridge of the Rhone, and took other niea- 
fures to preclude the accefs of ftrangers to his province. 

In the mean time the Helvetians fent a pacific meflkge, defiring^ 
that they might be allowed to pafs the Rhone, and giving a durances 
that they would abftain from every fort of hoftility on their march 

through the Roman province. . Cgefar, in order to gain time, affected 
to take their requeft into consideration, promifed to give them an an- 
fwer by the middle of April ; and in this manner amufed them, while 
he aflembled the legion, that was difperfed in different parts of the 

province, and ordered new levies to be made with the greateft dif- 

patch. At the fame time, he fortified the banks of the river, from 
the Lake of Geneva, to the narrow pafs 1 at which the Rhone enters 
between the Jura and the Vuache, and from thence running under 
cliffs and fteep mountains, renders the accefs from Helvetia to Gaul 
either impracticable or eafily obftru&ed. 

Being thus prepared for his defence, he, on the return of the Hel- 
vetian deputies, gave them for anfwer, That the Romans never al- 
lowed ftrangers to pafs through their country; and that if any attempt 

were made on his province, he fhould repel it by force. Upon re- 
ceiving this anfwer, the Helvetians, though too late, endeavoured 

» Fort I'Eclufc. 
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BOOR to effedt the paffage of the Rhone, and made repeated attacks, either 
i_ where the river was fordable, or where it admitted the ufe of rafts 

or of boats, but were repulfed in every attempt, and were, at laft 
obliged to turn to the right, where, by the confent of the Sequani, 

their neighbours in that part of the country, they pafled over the Jura 

into Gaul. 

Csfar, probably not more alarmed for the fafety of his province, 
than delirous to render it a fcene of action, determined to obferve the 

migrations of this enemy, and to feize the occafion they furnifhed him 
of forming his troops to fervice. For this purpofe he himfelf, in 
perfon, repaffed the Alps, and without any regard to the limitations 
of his commimon, which reftri&ed his military eftablifliment to three 
legions, ordered additional levies, and with the forces affembled near 
Aquileia, returned to his northern province. In this march he met 

with oppofition from the inhabitants of the mountains, who endea- 
voured to obftrucfc his way: but he had traverfed the country of the Al- 
lobroges, and pafled the Rhone above its confluence with the Soane", 
when he had intelligence that the Helvetii, having cleared the pafTes 
of Jura, and marched through the country of the Sequani, were ar- 
rived on the Soane ; and although they had hitherto, agreeably to 

their ftipulations with the natives, abftained from hoftilities, that they 
threatened the nations inhabiting beyond this river with fire and 
fword. 

Upon application made to him for protection from the natives in- 
habiting between the Soane and the Loire, this willing auxiliary 
continued his march ; and being informed, that of the Helvetii, 
who had moved in four divifions (this being the number of their 
cantons), the three firft had already pafled the Soane j and that the 
fourth divifion being to follow, yet remained on the nearer bank of 

the river, he marched in the night with three legions, furprifed 

9 Then tie Arar. 

this 
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this reawjivifion j and, having put many of them to the fword, forced c H^A p. 
the remainder to take refuge in the neighbouring woods. * „ • » 

As foon as the main body of Caefar s army arrived on the Soane, 
he conftrufted a bridge, and paffed that river in his way to the enemy. 
The Helvetians, fenfible of their lofs in the late action, and alarmed 
at the rapidity of Jiis motions, he having executed in one day the 
paffage of a river which had detained them above ninety days, fent 
a deputation to treat with the Roman Proconful, and to obtain, if pof- 
lible, his permiffion to execute their project of a new fettlement on 
amicable terms. They offered, in cafe they were allowed to fit down 
in quiet* to leave the choice of the place to himfelf ; bidding him 

remember, at the fame time, that u the arms of the Helvetii had,. 
" on former occafions, been felt by the Romans. That the recent 
" fate of a fingle canton taken by furprife ought not to flatter him 
u too much ; that the Helvetians had learned from their fathers to 
tl rely more on valour than on artifice or on negociation ; but that they 
" did not wifli to have their prefent migration fignalized with any 
" maflacres, nor their new fettlement ftained with Roman blood." 

To this meffage, C$far replied, w That he could recoiled to have 
« heard of infults which had been offered to the Romans by their 
" nation, and to which they now probably alluded : that lie likewife 
" had more . recent provocations which he knew how to refent : 
" neverthelefs, if they meant to comply with his demand, to repair 
tl the injuries they had done to the Allobroges 3 and to the Edui 4 , 
" and to give hoftages for their future behaviour, that he was will- 

" ing to grant them peace." 

Upon this reply the Helvetian deputies withdrew, faying, That it 
was the practice of their countrymen to receive, not to give hoftages ; 
and both armies moved on the following day ; the Helvetians,, in 

r 

3 Inhabitants of what is now the territory ♦ Occupying the country between the Soane 
of Geneva, and part of Savoy. and the Loire. 

fearer* 
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fearch of fome quarter where they might fettle without interruption ; 
and Csfar, to obferve their motions, and to reftrain them from plun- 
dering the country of his allies. Both continued on the fame route 

during fifteen days, with no more than an interval of five or fix miles 
between the front of one army and the rear of the other. 

On this march Cazfar's cavalry, having raflily engaged themfelves 
on unfavourable ground, received a check ; and he himfelf, being 
obliged to follow the courfe of the Soane, by which he received his 
provifions, was likely to lofe fight of the enemy, when he had intel- 
ligence, that they had taken poft at the foot of a hill, about eight 
miles in his front, and feemed to have formed a refolution to receive 
him, in that pofition, if he lhouid chufe to attack them. Having 
examined the ground on which they were pofted, and obferving> 
that the height in their rear was not by nature inacceflible, nor fuf- 
fieiently fecured againft him, he difpatched Labienus in the night at 
the head of two legions, with orders to poflefs himfelf of the eminence, 
and to fall down from thence on the enemy's rear whenever he faw 
them attacked by himfelf in front. Labienus accordingly got poflef- 

fion of the hill, and Csefar advanced towards the foot of it to occupy 
the attention of the enemy, and to attack them in front. But the 
purpofe of this difpofition was fruftrated by the mifinformation of 

an officer of horfe, who, being advanced before the army, reported, 
that the enemy ftill appeared on the height, and that Labienus pro- 
bably h2d failed in his attempt to feize it. Czefar, difconcerted, by 
this information, made a halt, in which he loft fo much time as to 
give the enemy an opportunity to decamp, and to retire in fafety. 
He neverthelefs continued his purfuit for one day longer, and at 
night encamped about three miles in their rear. But being obliged, 

on the following day, to alter his route in order to receive a fupply of 
provifions, the enemy believed that he was retreating, and began to 
purfue in their turn. He halted on a rifing ground to receive them, 
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placed his new levies with the baggage on the higher ground, and 
the choice of his army on the declivity towards the plain, Here the 
enemy advancing to attack him, after an obftinate engagement which 
lafted from one in the afternoon till night, were defeated with the 
Haughter of about two hundred thoufand of their people ; and the re- 
mainder, amounting to no more than one hundred and thirty thou- 

fand fouls, reduced to defpair by the fenfe of their lolTes, and the 
want of fubfiftence, furrendered at difcretion. Csefar ordered them 

i 

back into their own country, charging the Allobroges' to find them 
fubfiftence, until they fhould be able to provide for themfelves. The 
Boii however, a part of this unfortunate migration, were received 
by the Edui, who, to gain this accelfion of people, allotted part of 
their own lands to accommodate thefe ftrangers \ 

At the end of this firft operation of Cxfar, while great part of 
the fummer yet remained, another fer/ice on which to employ his 

army foon prefented itfelf. The nations who inhabited the banks of 
the Soane and the Loire, being fenfible of the deliverance they had 
received from a ftorm, which, by the uncertainty of its direction, 

alarmed every quarter of Gaul, fent deputies to congratulate the 
Roman general on his late vi&ory, and to propofe that they might 

hold, under his protection, a general convention of all their ftates- 

The object of their meeting, as it foon appeared, was to obtain fome 

relief from the common opprefTion they underwent from the ty- 
ranny of Arioviftus, a German chief, who, when the Gauls were 

at war among themfelves, had been invited as an auxiliary to one of 

the parties, and had obtained the victory for his allies ; but took 

for the reward of his fervices pofTeffion of one third of their terri- 
tory, which he beftowed on his own people, and aflumed for himfelf 
the fovereignty of the whole. His force was daily augmented by the 



5 Of. dc Bell. Gal. lib. i. c. 28, 29. 
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continual arrival of more emigrants from Germany.; fo that, from 

fifteen thoufand men, with whom the Chief had arrived, his followers 
had multiplied to an hundred and twenty thoufand. To accommo- 
date this numerous people, he had recently made a demand of an- 
ether third of the territory of the Sequani, and was extending his 
poflefiions from the neighbourhood of the Rhine to the Soane. Mod 

* 

of the nations on this trad had been obliged to fubmit to a contri- 
bution levied by thefe flrangers, and to give hoftages for the regular 

9 

payment of it. 

The unfortunate nations, who, by trufting to the protection of 
a barbarous prince, had expofed themfelves to this calamity, now 

applied for relief to another power, whofe pretenfions in the end 

were likely to be equally dangerous to their freedom. Senfible of 

the hazard to which they expofed their hoftages by entering into 
any open concert againft the Germans, they made their application 
to Gefar in fecret, and found him fufficiently willing to embrace 

every opportunity of rendering his province a theatre of action to his 
army, and of renown to himfelf. He fent without delay a menage 
to Arioviftus, defiring to have a conference with him on affairs that 
concerned the general interefts of Gaul. This haughty chieftain 
replied with difdain, " That if the Roman general meant to have 

" an interview with him, his place of refidence was known j that 
*' he neither could truft himfelf in the quarters of Csefar, without an 
" army, nor would be at the expence of aflembfing one, merely for 
" the fatisfa&ion of a conference with him." 

Csfar renewed the meflage with an exprefs requifition that the 
hoftages of the Edui mould be reftored ; that Arioviftus mould ab- 

■ ■ m w + * 

ftain from hoftilities againft this People, or againft any other ally of 

the Romans ; and that he ftiould not fuffer any more of his country- 
men to pafs the Rh ine* 
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To this mefiage Arioviftus replied, That he had conquered the 

pofleflions which he held in Gaul, and that he knew of no power who 
had a right to direft him in the ufe of his conquefts ; that whoever 
attacked him fhould do fo at his peril ; and that Csefar, if he thought 
proper, might try the fpirit of his people j they were ready to re- 
ceive him, and had not for fourteen years flept under any cover. 

* 

Csfar, not to feem backward in -accepting this challenge, and in 
compliance with a maxim which he often obferved with fuccefs, That 
his blows Jhould anticipate his threats , and outrun the expectations of 
his enemy, advanced upon the Germans before they could think 
him in condition to act againft them. For this purpofe, without 
communicating his defign to any perfon of his own army, he re- 
paffed the Soane, and afcended by the courfe of the Doufe to 
Vefontio, now Befanfon, a place of ftrength, which he underftood 

i ■ 

Arioviftus meant to feize, as the principal refort of his forces. 

Here, for the firft time, his intention of making war on the Ger- 
mans began to be fufpecled in his own army j and the legions, taking 
their account of the ftrength and ferocity of that enemy from the 
report of the GaulHh auxiliaries, were greatly alarmed. Many ci- 
tizens of diftinclion who had crowded to the ftandard of Cseiar, as 
to a place of victory and honour, now, under various pretences, 
applied for leave to retire. Their example fpread a kind of panic in 
the army, and both officers and men muttered their refolution not to 
obey, if they mould be ordered upon what they were pleafed to con- 
fider as a fervice fo unreafonable and wild. 

Ccefar, being thus called upon to exert that undaunted courage 
and mafterly eloquence by which he was diftinguifhed on many 

occafions, ' affembled all the officers of his army, and reprimanded 
them for attempting to penetrate the defigns of their general, or 

for pretending to queftion the propriety of his motions. The matter 
in difpute with Arioviftus, he faid, might be terminated in an 

B b 2 amicable 
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BOOK amicable manner. This chieftain had very lately made advances of 

fnendfhip to the Romans* had been favourably received T and there 
was no reafon to believe that he would now wantonly provoke their 
refentment. " But if he fiiould, of whom are you afraid ? Of a. 



" wretched remnant of the Cimbri or Teutones, already vanquifhed 
" by Man us ? Of a people confefTedly inferior to the Helvetians, 
44 whom you have fubdued ? But fome of you, I am told, in or- 

" der to difguife your own fears under the affectation of wifdom > 
" talk of difficulties in the ways by which you are to pafs,. and of 

" the want of provifions which you are likely to fuffer. I am not 
a now to learn from fuch perfons as you what I owe to ray truft, 

" nor to be told that an army muft be fupplied with provifions. 
" But our allies are ready to fupply us in greater quantities than we 
" can confume, and the very country we are to pals is covered with 
" ripe corn. As for the roads, you lhall fpeedily fee and judge of 
" them. I am little affected with what I hear of a defign to aban- 
" don me in cafe I perfift in this expedition. Such infults, I know, 

" have been offered to commanders, who, by their avarice or by their 
" mifcarriages, had forfeited the regard or the confidence of their 
" troops; what will happen to me a little time will difcover. I 
" meant to have made a longer halt at this place, but mail not defer 
giving you an opportunity to fhow, whether regard to your duty, or 
the fear of a fuppofed enemy, is to have the greateft effect on your 
minds. I mean to-morrow, at two in the morning, to decamp, 
and mall proceed, if no other part of the army follows me, with 
" the tenth legion alone." 

This fpeech had a very fudden effect. The tenth legion, having 
been formerly diftinguifhed by their general, felt this expreffion of 

w 

confidence as an additional motive to deferve it, and fent a depu- 
tation of their officers to return their thanks. The whole army foon 
vied in excufes for their late milbehaviour, and in affurances of their 

refolution 
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refolution to fupport their general in any fervice on which he might 
be pleafed to employ them. He accordingly decamped at the hour 

appointed j and making a circuit of forty miles, to avoid fome dif- 
ficulties which lay on the direct road, after a continual .march of 
feven days, in which he was conducted by Divitiacus, a native of 
Gaul, he arrived within twenty-four miles of the German quarters. 

Upon this unexpected arrival, Arioviftus, in his turn, thought' 
proper to defire a conference with Csefar. He propofed that they 
fhould meet on horfeback, and be attended only by cavalry. In this 
part of his army, which was compofed chiefly of Gaulifh horfe, 
Cxfar was weak. But, not to decline the propofal that was made to 
him, he mounted his fuppofed favourite legion on the horfes of 
the Gauls, and with this efcort came to the place appointed for the 

conference* 

It was an eminence in the midft of a fpacious plain, about half- 
way between the two armies. The leaders, each attended by ten of 
his officers, met at the top of the hill. Their efeorts drew up at the 
diftance of two hundred yards on each fide; 

Gcfar began the conference, by reminding Arioviftus of the ho- 
nours recently bellowed upon him by the Roman Senate, who or- 
dered him the ufual prefents, and gave him the title of king. " The 
" Edui," he faid, " were the allies of the Roman People ; they had 
" formed this connection in the height of their profperity, and when 
" they were fuppofed to be at the head of the Gaulifh nations ; 
u that it was not the cuftom of the Romans to let nations fufFer by 
u their alliance, but to render it in every inftance, to the party who 
" embraced it, a fource of profperity and honour. He therefore 
" renewed his former requifition, that Arioviftus fhould not make 
" war on the Edui, or on any nation in alliance with Rome ; that he 
" fhould remit their tribute, and releafe their hoftages ; and, if he 
" could not fend back into their own country fuch of the Germans 

" as 
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" as were already 0a this fide of the Rhine, that he fhould at lead 

" prevent the arrival of any more from that quarter," 

In anfwer to thefe propofitions, Arioviftus replied, That he had 
been invited into Gaul by the natives of this country ; that he had 
done them fervices, and had exacted no more than a juft reward ; 
that, in the late quarrel betwixt them and himfelf, the Gauls had 
been the aggreflbrs, and had fuffered no more than the ufual confe- 
quences of a defeat ; that to indemnify him for his lofles, they had 
fubje&ed themfelves to a tribute, and had given hoftages for the re- 
gular payment of it. " Am not I too," he faid, " by your own account, 

6C in alliance with the Romans ? Why mould that alliance, which is 
" a fafeguard and an honour to every one elfe, be a lofs and a mif- 

" fortune to me ? Mud I alone, to preferve this alliance, refign the 
" advantage of treaties, and remit the payments that are due to me ? 
" No ; let me rather be confidered as an enemy than as an ally upon 
" thefe conditions. My countrymen have pafled the Rhine, not to 
u oppress the Gauls, but to defend their leader. If ftrangers are to 
" be admitted here, the Germans, as the firft occupiers, have a right 

" prior to that of the Romans. But we have each of us our pro- 

" vince. What do Roman armies on my territory? I difturb no 
" poffeffion of yours. Mufl I account to you likewife for the ufe 
u which I make of my own r" 

To this pointed reply Arioviftus fubjoined a refleclion, which 
Ihowed that he was not unacquainted with the ftate of parties at 
Rome. " I know," he faid, " that the Romans are not interefted 

<c in this quarrel, and that, by cutting you off, I mould perform an 

" acceptable fervice to many of your countrymen. But I mall take 

tt no part in your internal divifions. Leave me; make war where 

w you pleafe; I mall not interpofe in any matter which does not con- 
" cern myfelf." 

Gefar 
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Cxhr continued to plead the engagements which the Romans had C 
contracted with many of the nations who now claimed their pro- 
tection. " If conqueft could give any right to pofleflion," he faid, 

* 

" we are the firft conquerors. We have long fince fubdued the Ar- 
" verni ; but it is not our practice to enllave every nation we van- 
" quifh, much lefs to forfake thofe we have once patronized." While 
he yet fpoke the German horfe had advanced, and even began to throw 
darts, which made it expedient for Cfcfar to break up the conference. 
He accordingly withdrew, giving ftrid orders to his people not to 
return the infults of the enemy. 

In a few days after this conference, the German chieftain propofed 
another perfonal interview, or, if that were declined, defired that 
fome perfon of confidence Hiould be fent with whom he might treat. 
Being gratified in the fecond part of this alternative, but intending 
no more by this requeft than a mere feint to lull the enemy into 
fome degree of fecurity, he pretended to take offence at the quality 
of the perfons who were fent to. him, ordered them into cuftody, and- 
on the fame day put his army in motion upon a real defign, which 

mowed that, barbarian as he was, he underftood the plan, as well as 

the execution, of military operations. Obferving that the Romans 

derived their fubfiftence from the country behind them, he made a 

movement, by which he palled their camp, took a ftrong poft about 

eleven miles in their rear, and by this means intercepted their ordi- 
nary fupply of provifions. 

Catfar for rnany, days fucceffively endeavoured, by forming on the 
plain between the. two armies, to provoke the enemy to a battle ; but 
having failed in this purpofe, he was obliged to divide his armyj and 
to place it in feparate pofts, which he fortified, in order to recover a 
communication with the country behind him. He learned ; that the 
Germans, had borne with great impatience the defiances he had given 

them j but that they were reftrained from lighting by the predictions. 

of 
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of their women, who foretold that their own people would be de- 
feated, if they mould hazard a battle before the change of the 

moon. 

The Germans, notwithstanding the awe in which they flood of 
this prediction, endeavoured to diflodge one of the divifions of Cxfar s 
army, and, having failed in that attempt, were afterwards attacked 
by the Romans in their camp, and defeated with great (laughter. 
Arioviftus himfelf, with the remains of his followers, fled to the 
Rhine, about fifty miles from the field of battle, pafled that river in 
a fmall canoe ; numbers of his people perimed in attempting to follow 
Lim, and the greater part of thofe who remained were overtaken, 
and put to the fword by Czfar s cavalry. 

In this manner Gefar concluded his firft campaign in Gaul. And 
laid the foundation of his future conquefts in that country, by ftating 
himfelf as the protector of its native inhabitants againft the Helvetii 
.and the Germans, two powerful invaders who were likely to fubdue it. 
He placed his army for the winter among the nations whom he had 
thus taken under his protection, and fet out for Italy, under pretence of 
attending to the affairs of his province on that fide of the Alps; but 
more probably to be near to Rome, where he had many political in- 
terefts at ftake, friends to fupport, and enemies to oppofe, in their 
canvas for the offices of State. His head quarters were fixed at 
Lucca, the neareft part of his province to Rome ; and that place "be- 
gan to be frequented by numbers who were already of his party, or 
who defired to be admitted into k, and with whom he had rrevioufly 
made his own terms in Stipulating the returns they were to make for 
the feveral preferments in which he undertook to affift them. 

At the election of Confuls for this year, P. Cornelius' Lentulus 
Spinther was joined with Q^Carcilius Metellus Nepos, of whom the 
latter had, in the capacity of Tribune, diftinguifhed himfelf as an 

krftnimeat of the moft dangerous factions. Lentulus had lately at- 
tached 
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tachecl himfelf intirely to Pompey, and, by the influence of this pa- 
tron, probably now prevailed in his eledion. He had been Edile in 
die Confulate of Cicero, and had taken a vigorous part in thofe very 
meafures for which Cicero was now fiiffering in exile \ He was likely 
to favour the reftoration of that injured citizen, and upon this ac- 
count was now the more acceptable to Pompey, who, having an 
open rupture with Clodius, was difpofed to mortify him by efpoufmg 
the caufe of his enemies. • 
Clodius, fbon after his late victory over Cicero, greatly rofe in his 

prefumption, and, forgetting that he had prevailed more by the con- 
nivance of Pompey and Csfar, and by the fupport of their friends, 
than by any influence of his own, ventured to fet Pompey himfelf 

at defiance, to queftion the validity of his acts in the late fettlement 
of Afia, to fet the young Tigranes, ftill the prifoner of Pompey, at 

liberty 7 j and propofed to reftore him again to his kingdom. In the 
debates which arofe on thefe meafures in the aflemblyof the People, 
Pompey had the mortification to find that the farcafms of Clodius 
were received by the audience in general with applaufe, as well as 

by the partizans of the Senate, in particular, with marks of fatisfacYiori. 
Chiefly governed by vanity and impatient of obloquy, he abfented 
himfelf from the public aflemblies during the remainder of Clodius' 
term in office, and was ready to embrace every meafure by which he 
might be revenged of that factious. Tribune, or regain his own credit 
with the more refpe&able clafs of the citizens \ 

Encouraged by this diviiion among their enemies, the majority of 
the Senate, who juftly confidcred the caufe of Cicero as their own, 
had ventured, on the twenty-ninth of October, while Clodius was 
yet in office, to move for his recal. Eight of the Tribunes concurred 

\ 

* Cicero ad Att. lib. iii. ep. 22. 7 Vid, Afcon. Padian. in Orat. pro Milone. 

* Plutarch, in Vit, Cicer. !p. 47$ & 4;6. 
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B °ul * in urging this motion, aad it was reje&ed only ia : . consequence of 

the negative of iElius Ligur, one of the college -whom Clodius , had 
prepared to ad this part, and whom he was ready to fupport by force, 
if the oppofite party mould perfift in their motion \ 



the ele&ioa 



Cicero, 



r, better hopes of fuccefs were entertained by the friends 
Lentulus declared that the reftoration of this exile mould 

be the firft object of his administration ; and that he would not fail 
to move it on the day that he entered on office. Metellus too, 
the brother-in-law of Clodius, though always inclined to favour, the 
popular faction, could not in this matter fet himfelf in oppofition to 
Pompey, and declared his intention to concur with the Confui ,0 * 
Milo, Sextius, and fix more of the Tribunes, with all the Praetors 
except Appius Claudius* the brother of Publrus, declared their in- 
tention to take an a&ive part in forwarding this meafure. 

Encouraged by thefe appearances, Cicero left his retreat at Theffalo- 
fika, and arrived at Dirrachium, before the twenty-fifth of November, 
to be at hand toconfult with his friends on the fteps that were to be pre- 



vioufly taken. Mean time the Confuls-elect had their provinces af- 
figned. Lentulus was deftined to command in Cilicia and Cyprus, and 
Metellus in the farther province of Spain. Both were amply gratified 

in every article of their appointments, in order to confirm them in 
the intereft of the Senate : but Cicero exprefled great anxiety left 
thefe conceflions mould be found premature ; and, being made be- 



fore the new Tribunes entered on office, or could have their voice in 
thefe defHnations, was afraid left it might alienate their affections 
from his party, and render them lefs zealous to move for his recaL 



T.CoJ/Un- The Confui Lentulus, notwithftandmg r kept his word ' r and* on the 

tier, q*~ firft of January, the day of his entering on office, moved the Senate 

tdUNcpos. 
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to refolve that Cicero fliould be immediately recalled from banifli- c ft A P» 
ment ; that all perfons opponng his return fhould be declared ene- 
mies to their country ; and that if the People fliould be difturbed by 
violence in paffing this decree, it fhould, ncvertheleft, be lawful for 

the exile to avail himfelf of it " 

t 

This motion was received in the Senate with general applaufe. 
Eight of the Tribunes were zealous in fupport of it. On the con- 
trary, two members of the college, Numerius and Serranus, were 

• ■ 

gained by Clodius to oppofe it. Serranus, however, could venture 
no farther at this meeting than to plead for a delay. But he was 
prevailed upon, during the intervening night, to interpofe his ne- 
gative, and the motion accordingly could proceed no farther in the 

Senate. 

It was refolved, no'twithftandirig, to propofe a law to the People 
for Cicero's reftoration ; and a day was fixed for this purpofe. Early 
in the morning of that day Fabricius, one of the Tribunes in the 

intereft of the exile, endeavoured to occupy the place of aflembly 
with an armed force, but found that 'Clodius, with a numerous troop 
of gladiators, was there before him. A conflict enfued, in which 

Fabricius, together with Cifpius* another of the Tribunes who came 
to his affiftance, with all the party of the Senate, were driven from 
the Forum. 

Clodius, at the head of his gladiators, with fwords already ftained 
in blood, purfued his victory through the ftreets. The temple of 
the Nymphs, in which were kept fome public records which he 
wiflied to deftroy, wa6 fet on 'fire 11 ; the houfes of Milo and Car- 
cilius the Przetor were attacked. " The ftreets, the common fewer\ 
" the river," fays Cicero, " were filled with dead bodies, and all 
w the pavements were : ftained with blood." No fuch fcene had been 



11 Cicero ad Att. lib. ill. ep. 26. Sc in Oral, port reditum. 

11 Cicero pro Milone, 27 Parad. 4 d. Harufpicum Refponfio 27 
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a&ed Imce the times of O&avius and Cinna, when, armies fought fa 
the cky for the dominion of empire **. 

Quintus Gcero efcaped by hiding himfelf under the dead bodies 

of his own fervants, who were flain in defending his houfe. The 

Tribune Publius Sextius a&ually felj into the hands of his enemies, 
received. many wounds, and was left for dead among the flain. This 

circumftance, however, alarmed the party of Clodius not lefs than it 

alarmed his opponents. The odium of having murdered, or even 
violated the perfon of a Tribune, was likely to ruin their intereft with 
the People ; and they propofed to, balance this outrage by putting to 
death Numerals, another Tribune, who, being of their own fide, 
{hould appear to be killed by the oppofite party ; but the intended, 
victim of this ridiculous and fanguinary artifice, receiving inform- 
ation of their defign, avoided being made the tool of a party at 
the expence of his life, and" made his efcape l \ 

After fo ftrange- a diforder, parties for fome months, mutually 

afraid of each other, abftained from violence. The Tribune Milo 

■ 

commenced a profecution againft Clodius for his crimes ; but it was 

for fome time eluded by the authority of Appius Claudius, brother of 
the accufed, 'who was now in the office of Pnetor ; and the courts, 
when a&ually called, were repeatedly difperfed by the armed party 

of gladiators, with which Publius Clodius himfelf infefted every 

public place. It was vain to oppofe him without being prepared to 
employ a fimilar force, and Milo accordingly had recourfe to this 

method. He purchafed a troop of ^gladiators, and of Beltiarir, or 
baiters of wild beafts, the remainder of thofe who had been employed 
by the £diles Pomponius and Cofconius, and who were now in the 

market for lale. He ordered the bargain to be fecretly'ftruck, con- 
cealing the name of the buyer, left the oppofite party, fufpeding the 
defign, {hould interpofe to prevent him. 

** Orzt. pro Scxt. c. ^5, 56. 5?. 13 Cicero pro Sextio. ' 

So 
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So provided, Milo ventured to encounter with Clodius. Their 
parties frequently engaged in the facets, and the populace, fond of 
fuch fliews, enjoyed the fpe&acle which was prefented to them, in 

every corner of the city l6 . 

While the diforders which thus arofe from the difputes relating to 
Cicero's reftoration» were daily augmenting, he himfelf fell from the 
height of his hopes to his former pitch of dejection and forrow. 
The attempt which had been made in his favour might have fuc- 
ceeded, if Pompey had been fully prepared to concur in it. But all 
the meafures of the Triumvirate being concerted at the quarters of 
Csefar, Pompey was obliged, after declaring his own inclinations on 
the fubject, to confult his afibciate, and found him by no means in- 
clined to reftore a citizen who was likely to be of fo much confe- 
rence, and who was to owe the favour of his reftoration to any other 
than himfelf. The Tribune Sextius, before the fate diflblution, had 
made a journey into Gaul,, to. obtain the confent of Czcfar to this 
meafure, but could not prevail ; and it is probable that this artful po- 
litician was unwilling to reftore an exile who was likely to afcribe 
the principal merit of that fervice to Pompey, and, by his own in- 
clinations in favour the Senate, to become an acceffion to- a party 
which Cacfar wifhed to degrade and to weaken by every means in 
his power. It was to ftrengthen himfelf againft the Senate that Cxfar 

made, his coalition with Pompey andCraflusj and from animofity to 
this body, he wifhed to crufh every perfon of confequence, to their, 
party,, and to favour the pretentions of every ambitious citizen who- 
ventured to ad in open defiance of their government; 

Pompey, in the mean time r though committing himfelf. as. a tool 
into the hands of Caefar, was flattered with the appearance o£- 
fovereignty which he enjoyed in the city, and willingly fupported, 

,6 Cicero ad Alt. lib. iv. ep. a, 

Csfar 
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Csefar in every meafure that Teemed to & his attention abroad, con- 

fented to the repeated augmentations of the army in Gaul, and ap- 
proved of every enterprize in which their leader was pleafed to em- 
ploy them. 

In this year, which "was the fecond of Csefar's command, two 
more additional legions were by his orders levied in Italy ; and, un- 
der pretence of an approaching war with the Belgs, a nation confiding 
of many cantons in the northern extremities of Gaul, this reinforce- 
ment was made to pafs the Alps to the northward in the fpring. As 
foon as the forage was up, he himfelf followed in perfon, took the 
field, and, in the ufual fpirit of his conduct, endeavoured, by the 
rapidity of his motions, to fruftrate or to "prevent the defigns of 
his enemies. 

His force now confifted of eight Roman legions, befides numerous 

bodies of horfc and foot from different cantons in Gaul, archers from 

Crete and Numidia, and Dingers from the Balearian iflands ; fo that 

it is likely the whole may have amounted to about fixty thoufarid 
men. The greater part of his army had wintered oh the Soarte 17 
and the Doufe J1 , as profeclors, not as mailers, of the country, being 

received only in the chara&er of allies. Csfar having now taken 

numbers of their people into his army as auxiliaries or as homages, 
and having fpent twelve days in preparing for his march, took his 
route to the northward, under pretence of carrying the war into the 
enemy's country, or of preventing them from gaining, to their fup- 
pofed confederacy againft the Romans, any of the nation* m the fduth- 
era parts of Gaul. 

His way lay through the high, though level, countries, now 
termed Bnrgundy and Champagne, in which .the Soane, the Mofellq, 
the Meufe, and the Seine, with fo many other confiderable ' rivers 



* f Anucntly named ihc Amr. " The Dubis. 
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riiat run in different directions, have *hdr fource. After a march of c 
fifteen days, he arrived in the Canton of the Rerai where he 
found a people, though of the Belgic extra&ion, difpofed to receive 
him as a friend., and to place themfelves under his protection. 

From this people he had a confirmation of bis former intelligence 
relating to the defigns of the Belgic nations,, and an account of the 
forces which they had already afiembled. From the track of country 
that is watered by the rivers, which are now called the Oife, the Scheldt 
and the Meufe, he understood that no lefs than three hundred and 
fifty thoufand men could be muttered, and were actually afiembled,. 
or preparing to aflemble,. againft him. To prevent the junction of 

this formidable power, or to diftracT: pait of its force, he detached 
his Gauliih auxiliaries to make a diverfion on the Oife while he 

himfelf advanced to the Aifne a0 , parted this river, and fortified a 
ftation on its northern bank. Having a bridge in his rear, he left 
fix cohorts properly intrenched before it, to fecure hjs communi- 
cation with the country behind him. 

White he remained in this poft y the Belgse advanced with a great 
army, attacked Bibrax, a place of ftrength about eight miles in his 
front; and having fpent many hours in endeavouring to reduce it,, 
were about to renew their aflault on the following day. But Csfar 
having in the night thrown into the garrifon a confiderable rein- 
forcement of archers and (lingers, the appearance of this additional 
ftrength on the battlements induced the enemy to defift. 

They neverthelefs continued to advance; laidwafte the country, 
and came within two miles of his camp. They had a front, as ap- 
peared from their fires, extending about eight miles. 

Cxfar, confidering the numbers and reputation of this enemy,, 
thought proper to proceed with caution. He obferved them for 

'* Now the diftrift of Rheims. a0 Jafara and Axona. 

fome 
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fome days from his entrenchments, and made feveral trials of their 
fkill in partial encounters before he ventured to offer them battle. 
But being encouraged by the event of thefe trials, he chofea piece 

of floping ground that lay before his camp, and was fit to receive 
his army. As the enemies front was likely to extend farther than 
his, he threw up intrenchments on the right and left to cover his 
flanks ; and with this fecurity, to prevent his being furrounded, drew 

forth his army. The Belgsetoo were formed on their part ; but the 

ground between the two armies being marihy, neither thought proper 

to pafs that impediment in prefence of the other ; and after a few flur- 

mifhes of the horfe and irregular troops, the Romans re-entered their 

camp. The enemy, upon this event, di&ppointed in. their expecta- 
tions of a battle, took their way to the fords of the Aifne**, in 

order to pafs the river, and get polTeffion of the bridge in the rear of 

the Romans. Ca?far had intelligence of this movement from the 
officer who was itationed to guard that poft ; and marching inftantly 

with ail the cavalry, archers, and flingers of the army, he arrived in 
time to overtake them, while yet entangled in the fords, and obliged 
them to retire. 

The Belgse, having made thefe fucceflive attempts with much im- 
petuGfity, but without proper forefight, foon appeared to be ill qua- 
lified to maintain a permanent war with fuch an enemy. They 
were diflieartened by their difappointmcnts, and alarmed by the ru- 

» 

mour of a diverfion which Cxfar had caufed to be made in a part 

■ 

of their own country. They had exhaufted their provifions, and 

found themfelves under a neceffity to break up their camp. It was 
therefore refolved in their general council, that their forces, for the 
prefent x mould feparate ; and if any of their cantons fhould be af- 
terwards attacked by Csefar, that the whole fhould affemble again 
for their common defence. 

" Axcna. 

With 
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With this refolution they decamped in the night, but with ; fo c 

much noife and diforder that Casfar fufpected a feint, or an intention 
to draw him into a (hare. He therefore remained in his lines fill 
the morning, when it appeared that they were actually gone, and 
were feen at a diftance on the plain moving in the greatcft diforder, 
and as in a total rout, ftriving who mould fooneft get beyond the 
reach of their enemies. He purfued them with his cavalry fo long 
as it was day, and, though with great bravery refitted in his attacks 
on their rear, made confiderable havock. At the approach of night 
he difcontinucd the purfuit, and withdrew again to the camp he left 
in the morning. On the following day he moved with his whole 
army, and, that the enemy might not have time to re-aflemble theic 
forces, determined to penetrate into the heart of their country. In 

the beginning of his march he followed the courfe of the Aifne, and 
in his way reduced the Sue/Tones and Bellovaci, two cantons that 
lay on the right and the left, near the confluence of this river with 
the Oyfe. From thence, being himfelf to march to the northward, 
to vifit the banks of the .Sambre and the Meufe, he detached the 
young Craffus, with a confiderable force, towards the fea coafts, to 
occupy thofe cantons which now form the provinces of Normandy 

and Bretanny. 

Part of the country through which the Meufe and the Sambre 
pafled, now forming the dutchy of Hainault, was then occupied by 
the Nervii, one of the fierceft of the Belgic nations, who, having m 
heard with indignation of the furrender of the Bellovaci and Suef- 
fones, their neighbours, prepared for refiftance, fent fuch of their 
people as, by their fex or age, were unfit to carry arms into a place 
of fecurity, afiembled all their warriors, and fummoned their allies 
to a place of general refort. They took poft on the Sambre, where 
the heights on both fides of the river being covered with woods, en- 
abled them to conceal their numbers and their difpofitions. They 

Vol. II, - Dd had 
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B *ttt° K ^ ^ nte ^^g ecce that Caelar,. except in prefence of an enemy, ufualty 
f v moved his legions with intervals between them, which were occupied 

by their baggage ; and they made a difpofition to furprife him on 
the march, and under this difad vantage. For this purpofe they chofe 
their ground on the Sambre, and agreed that the van of the Roman 

army Ihould be fuffered to pafs unmolefted, but that the appearance 
of the firft column of baggage fhould be the fignal for a general at- 
tack to be made at once from all the different Rations in which their 
parties were pofted. 

Cyfar, in the mean time, about three days after he had marched 
from Samarobriva, now fuppofed to be Amiens, being apprifed that 
he was come within ten miles of the river, on the banks of which 
the enemy was pofted, altered the form of his march, placed fix 
legions, clear of incumbrance, in the van of his army, next to thefe 
the whole of his baggage, and in the rear the two legions that were laft 
levied in Italy. When he entered the open grounds on the Sambre, 

i 

a few parties of horfe appeared, but we're foon driven into the woods 

by his cavalry. The legions that came firft to their ground began , 
as ufual, to intrench, and received no difturbance till the column of 

baggage came in fight At this fignal multitudes of the enemy pre- 

fented themfelves on every fide, drove in the cavalry that were pofted 
to cover the working parties, and in many places were clofe in with 
the main body of the army before the infantry had time to uncover 
their fhields, or to put on their helmets. The Roman foldier, ne- 
verthelefs, ran to his colours, and, without waiting for the orders of 
his general, from whofe abilities, on this occafion, he could derive 
no advantage, endeavoured to join his companions in the order to 

which they were accuftomed. 

The event of this tumultuary action was various in different 

places. The Nervii, in one part of the action, forced the imperfect 

works of the Roman camp ; but in another part of it were themfelves 

forced 
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forced from their ground, and driven in great numbers into the river. 
Some of the Roman legions were broken, loft the greater part of 
their officers, and when Csefar arrived to rally them, were huddled 
together jn confufion. He was reduced to ad the part of a mere 
legionary foldier, and, with a fhield which he took from one of his 
men, joined in the battle, and in this manner, by his prefence and 

i 

by his example, kept the enemy at bay, until he was relieved by the 

arrival of two legions. of the rear-guard, and of two others, that 

were fent by Labienus to fupport him, 

Thi6 feafonable relief, where the Romans were moft diftrefTed, 
changed the fortune of the dayj and the confufion, which in the 
beginning of the action had been turned to fo.good account by the 
Nervii, now became fatal to themfelves. The greater, part of them 

fell in heaps on the ground where they firft began the attack. The 
few who attempted to fly were met at every opening of the woods 

by parties of the enemy, by whom they were forced into the thickets 
or put to the.fword; and as they fell in the end with little refift- 
ance, many became a prey to the followers of the legions, who put 
themfelves in arms and bore a part in the maflacre. Of four hun- 
dred chiefs only three efcaped ; and of an army of fixty thoufand 
men, no more than five hundred left the field of battle. The piteous 

remains of this nation, confiding of fuperannuated men, of women, 
and of children, fent, from the marfhes in which they had been con- 
cealed, a meflage to implore the victor's mercy ; but it does not ap- 
pear in what manner he difpofed of them. 

Another enemy yet remained in the field. The Attuatici, defcendants 
of the Cimbri and Teutones, the late terrors of Gaul, of Spain, and of 
Italy, being fettled below the confluence of the Sambre and the Meufe, 
had been on their march to join the Nervii, when they heard of this 
unfortunate action ; and then withdrew to their own country. Being 

purfued by Casfar, they fliut themfelves up in their principal fortrefiu 

D d 2 Here 
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BOOK Here they made a voluntary fubmiffion; and being commanded 

to lay down their arms, threw fuch a quantity of weapons from the 
battlements, as almoft filled up the ditch to the height of the ramparts. 
But Casfar, having delayed taking poffeffion of the place till the fol- 
lowing day, the befieged, whether they only meant to deceive him, 
or repented of their furrender, took arms again in the night, and in 
a My endeavoured to furprife the Roman army. But four thoufand 
of them being killed in this defperate attempt, and the remainder 
being forced into the town, were, in confequence of their former 
breach of faith, to the amount of fifty thoufand perfons, fold for 



flaves. 

Thus Catfar having, in the fecond year of his command, pene- 
trated to the Meufe and the Scheld, and being mafter of the eaftern 
frontier of Gaul as far as the Rhine, and even from beyond that 
river having received fome offers of fubmiffion ; being niafter too of 

feveral Cantons in Normandy and Bretanny, which had fubmitted to 

the young Craffus, placed his army for the winter in the midft of 
thefe conquefts* and himfelf, as at the end of the former campaign,, 
fet out for Italy and the neighbourhood of Rome. 

Here the principal point which he left in conteft between the 

parties, relating to the restoration of Cicero, had been for fome time 
determined. Clodius had found a proper antagonist in Milo, and, 
as often as he himfelf, or any of his party, appeared in the affemblies 
of the People, or in the ftreets, was every where attacked with his 
own weapons. 

Every one agreed, that if the laws could not give protection to the' 

citizens who were mcft willing to be governed by them, they mould 

net by their formalities fcreen the diforderly and profligate in the 
practice of every fpecies of crime. 

Clodius had new for fome months Iain under an impeachment from 

Milo, and had declared himfelf candidate for the office of Ed'ile t 

endeavouring 
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endeavouring by violence, and by the artifices of his brother, to put 
off the trial till after the elections, when, if he Ihould be vefted 

with any public character, he might be able to fcreen himfelf under 
the privilege of his office. His own credit, however, and the fear 
which citizens entertained of his armed banditti, who were now in a 
great meafure reftrained by Milo, had abated fo much, that the party 
of the Senate determined to make another vigorous effort for the re- 
iteration of their exiled member. 

This bufinefs was accordingly again moved in the Senate ; and 
about the beginning of June a decree was paffed in the full eft 
terms for the reftoration of Cicero. The Conful was charged with 
the farther conduct of this meafure as of the utmoft confequence to 
the commonwealth. This officer accordingly iffued a proclamation, 
in terms employed only on the greateft occafrons, requiring all who 

had the fafety of the republic at heart to fupport him in the exe- 
cution of this decree. There was, in confequence of this procla- 
mation, a great concourfe of citizens from all parts of Italy. The 
enemies of the meafure ihrunk and withdrew their oppofition. The 
act palTed in the affembly of the People on the fourth of Auguft. 

Cicero had been fo confident of this event, that he on the fame day 
failed from Dyrrachium, and on the following arrived at Brun- 

difmm. On the eighth day, being ftill at this place, he had inti- 
mation of the act being paffed, fet out for Rome, and continued 
his journey through multitudes of people, who were affembled on 
the roads to teftify their joy upon , his return : he entered the city op 
the fourth of September. 

Next day he addreffed the Senate in a harangue, which is ftill ex- 
tant, compofed of lavifh panegyric or vehement invective, correfpond- 
ing to the demerit or merit of parties in his late difgrace and reftora- 
tion. The multitudes that were aflembled on this occafion, their 
impatience to lee him, their acclamations and wonderful unanimity,. 

5 raifed 
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raifed him once more to his former pitch of glory, and appeared to 
repay all the fervices he had rendered to the public, and to compen- 
iate all the forrows of his late difgrace. The whole matter was, , to 
perfons of refle&ion, an evidence of that weaknefs with which this 

ingenious man fuffered himfelf to be affeded by popular opinion, and 
of the levity with which multitudes run into different extremes. 

During thefe tranfaclions Csefor was at a great diftance, in the 
northern extremities of Gaul, engaged with fierce and numerous 
enemies, and involved in difficulties, concerning which there were 
various reports, and of which the iflue, with refpeS to himfelf and 
his army, was fuppofed to be uncertain. In thefe circumftances, 
however willing Pompey may have been to perfevere in the meafures 
concerted with Cafar, it is probable that he found himfelf unable to 
refill the force of- the Senate, which was now exerted to obtain the 

reftoration of a perfon who had taken fo diftinguiflied a part in their 
meafures. 

It is poffible likewife, that in thefe circumftances Pompey may 
iiave taken upon him to ad independently of Cscfar, though he after- 
wards, in trying to gain Cicero to the party of the triumvirate, af- 
feded to give Cefar equal merit with himfelf in procuring his recal, 

and he appealed to Quintus, the brother of Marcus Cicero, for the 
truth of this afiertion *\ Cicero himfelf, however, was not dif- 
pofed to give Csefar any credit upon this account ; and, though both 
Csfar and Craffus, after .-the matter was decided, affeded to concur 
in it, yet he dees not feem to have believed them fincere. He 

imputes to Csefar an adive part in the injury he had received, but 
iione in the reparation that was done to him *\ 

. Pompey, *not the lefs jealous of Csefar for their pretended union, 

and fenfibie of the advantage he 'had gained in a military command of 



..Cicero ad Familiar, lib. i. ep.9. *' Orat. in Senat. poft Rcditum, C. If. 
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fb long a duration at the gates of Rome, now wiflied to propofe 
for himfelf fome appointment of equal importance. The moment of 

cordiality in the Senate on their recovering a favourite member, 
and the firft emotions of gratitude in the breaft of Cicero, whom 
he had objiged, appeared to form a conjun&ure favourable for 
fuch a propofition; and he laid, with his ufuai addrefs and ap- 
pearance of unconcern, the plan of a motion, to be made, for this 
purpofe. 

The importation, of com* into Italy had lately mifcarried, and a 
great fcarcity and dearth had followed. The populace being riotous 

upon this complaint,* had in the theatre attacked with menaces and 
violence numbers of the wealthy citizens who were prefenr, and 
even infulted the Senate itfelf in the Capitol. A report induftrioufly 
raifed by the enemies of Cicero was propagated, to make it be believed 
that the:diftrefs arofe from his engrofiing for fome time the attention 
of the State; and it was reprefented, in oppofition to this clamour,, 
that the late corn aft of Clodius, and the mifconducl: of one of his 
relations, intrufted by him with the care of the public granaries, . was 
the caufe of this diftrefs- It was infinuated by the adherents of 
Pompey, that no- man was fit to relieve the People befides himfelf \ 
that the bufinefs mould be committed to him alone ; and Cicero was 
called upon, as he entered the Senate, to make a motion to this pur- 
pofe, as bound to procure fome relief to the People, in return to : 

their late cordiality in his caufe. 

Cicero had probably owed his recal to the declarations of Pompey ' 

in his favour ; and, however little reafon he had to rely on his friend- 
fhip, it was convenient to appear on good' terms with him.. He 

fuffered himfelf, therefore, to be carried by the., ftream that feemed 
to run in favour of this fafhionable leader. As if the neceffity of 
the cafe had fuggefted the meafure, he moved the Senate that a 
commiffion, with proconsular power aver all the provinces, mould be 

granted; 
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granted to Pompey to fuperintend the fupplies of corn for the city. 

The Senate, either of themfelves difpofed to grant tins requeft, or 
won by the eloquence of their newly recovered member, inftructcd 
the Confute to frame a refolution to this purpofe, and carry it to the 
affembly of the People for their affent. 

Here C Mefiius, one of the Tribunes, propofed to enlarge the 
■commiffion, and to comprehend the fuperintendency of the revenue, 
with an allotment of fleets and armies iiiited to the extent of this un- 
precedented truft. Pompey, obferving that this additional claufe was 
ill received, denied his having any mare in propofing it, and affected 
to prefer the appointment intended for him in terms of the a£t which 
had been propofed to be drawn up by the Confute. His partizans, 
however, ftill pleaded for the extenfion of the commiflion as pro- 
pofed by Meffius, but in vain. The extravagance of the propolal 
gave a. general alarm, not only to the Senate, but even to the party 
of Csfar, who wifhed to employ Pompey again ft the Senate ; but 
not to arm him with a military force, or to give him in reality that 

fovereignty of which he fo much affected the appearances. 

The extraordinary commiflion, now actually granted to Pompey, 
although it was exorbitant in refpect to the influence it gave him over 
all the producers, venders, buyers, and confumers of corn through- 
out the whole empire ; yet, as it did not bellow the command of an 

army, fell fliort of the confequences which Ca?far principally dreaded 
in his rival ; and though probably the caufe of fome jealoufy, did not 

produce any immediate breach between them. 

Pompey, being intitled by this commiflion to appoint fifteen lieu- 
tenants, put Cicero at the head of the lift ; and this place was ac- 
cepted of by him, on this exprefs condition, that it mould not prevent 
his ftanding for the office of Cenfor, in cafe an election took place on 
the following year H . He was now in the way of recovering his 

14 Cicero Orat. in Semt. poll Redit. c. 15. ad Att. 
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confideration and his dignity, but was likely to meet with more dif- 
ficulty in refpect to his property, which Clodius had taken care to 
have forfeited, having even demolished his houfe, and confecrated 
the ground to pious ufes. This laft circumftance had placed a bar in his 
way, which could not be removed without a formal decree of the 
pontiffs. 

The college met on the laft of September to hear parties in this 

caufe. A violent invective having been pronounced by Clodius 
againft his antagonift, Cicero replied in that oration, which is ftill 
extant among his works on the fubject of his houfe * s . The queftion 
was, Whether the ground on which Cicero's houfe had formerly flood, 
being formally confecrated, could be again reftored to a profane or 
common ufe ? The Pontiffs appear to have been unwilling to give 
any explicit decifion* They gave a conditional judgment, declaring, 
that the confecration of Cicero's ground was void, unlefs it fliould 
be found that this act had teen properly authorifed by the People. 

Both parties interpreted this judgment in their own favour ; and the 
Senate was to determine, whether, in the act of confecration, the 

confent of the People had been properly obtained. 

The Senate being met on the firft of October, and all the parties 
who were members of it being prefent, Lucullus, in the name of the 
Pontiffs, his colleagues, reported, That they had been unanimous 
in their judgment to revoke the act of confecration, unlefs it fliould 
be found, that the magiftrate, who had performed that ceremony, 
had been properly authorifed by the People ; but that this was a 

queftion of law now before the Senate. A debate enfued, in which 
Lentulus Marcellinus, Conful-elect for the following year, gave his 
opinion againft the legality of the confecration : he was followed by 

numbers, and the judgment of the Senate was likely to be on that fide. 
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Clodius, to put off the quefHon, fpoke for three hours, and would 
have prevented the Senate's coming to any refolution, if the members, 
becoming impatient, had not filenced him by their interruptions and 

clamours. A refolution being moved for in the terms that had been 

propofed by Marcellinus : the Tribune Serranus, who had for- 
merly fufpended the decree for the recal of Cicero, now again inter- 
pofed with his negative. The Senate, neverthelefs, proceeded to 
engrofs the decree, in which it was refolved, that the ground on 
which Cicero's houfe had formerly ftocd, mould be again reftored 
to him in property ; that no magiftrate mould prefume to conteft 
the authority of the Senate in this matter ; and if any interruption 
were given in the execution of this decree, that the Tribune, who- 
now interpofed with his negative, mould be accountable for the 
confequences. Serranus was alarmed. Hte relation, Cornicinus > 
to give him the appearance of greater importance, and an opportunity 

to recede with dignity, laid himfelf on the ground at his feet, and 
befought him, by his intreaties,. to fay, that he would not infift for 
the prefent on the negative he had given ; but he begged the delay 

of a night to confider of the matter. The Senate, recollecting the 
ufe which he formerly made of fuch a delay on the firft of January, 

was difpofed to refufe it, when, upon the interpofition of Cicero 

himfelf, it was granted ; and he having thought proper to withdraw 

his negative intirely, the zSl accordingly pafled on the fecond of Oc- 
tober. Gcero was allowed two millions Roman money 16 to rebuild 
his houfe in town ; five hundred thoufand 17 to rebuild his villa at 

Tufculum, ar.d two hundred and fifty thoufand to rebuild that at 
Formic. The firft fum he feems to have confidered as adequate to 
his bis, but complains of the other two "\ He proceeded, without 
deky, to take pofTeifion of his ground, and to employ workmen in 

* 6 About 16,145!. 16s. 8J. ** About 2,018 I. 4s. 6d. 
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rebuilding his houfe. He had made fome progrefs, when Clodius, 
on the the third of November, came with an armed force, difperfed 
the workmen, and attacked the houfe of Quintus Cicero that was 
adjoining, fet it on fire, and kept a guard of his retainers in the 
ftreets till it was burnt to the ground. 
By this a& of violence, Clodius had rendered his caufe, in the 

criminal profecution which ftill hung over him, in a great meafure 

defperate. His fafety required the actual deftru&ion of his enemies, 

and he had no fcruple to reftrain him from the rnoft violent extremes. 
He accordingly attacked Cicero as he pafled in the ftreets on the 
eleventh of November, attended by a company of his friends, forced 
them into a walled court, where they with difficulty defended them- 
felves. Clodius, in this attack, had frequently expofed his ownper- 
fon, and might have been killed ; but Cicero was now become too 
cautious for fo bold a meafure. " I have put my affairs," he writes 
to Atticus, " under a gentle regimen ; and, in all the cures I am to 
" apply for the future, have renounced the ufe of the furgeon's 

« knife." 

Clodius, upon this occafion, being difappointed of his defign upon 

Cicero's life, came into the ftreets on the following day, which was 

the twelfth of November, with a number of flaves provided with 
lighted torches, and efcorted by a party armed in form with fhields 
and fwords. They made directly for a houfe belonging to Milo> 
with intention to fet it on fire ; took poffeffion of that of P. Sylla, in 
its neighbourhood, as a fortrefs in which to defend themfelves, and 
to keep off all affiftance, till the houfe they were to fet on fire mould 

be burnt to the ground. 
While they were about to execute this purpofe, a number of Milo's 

fervants, led by one Flaccus, fallied forth againft the incendiaries* 
killed feveral of the rnoft forward, put the reft to flight, and would 
not have fpared Clodius himfelf, if he had not availed himfelf of the 

E e 2 retreat. 
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retreat, which, in entering on this defign, he had prepared for hU 

party. 

On the following day, Sylla made his appearance in the Senate, 

in order to exculpate himfelf ; but Clodius ftill remained (hut up in 
his own houfe. It appears fcarcely credible, that a ftate could fub- 
fift under futh extreme diforders ; yet the author of them had been 
long under profecution for crimes of the fame nature ; and it was 
frill a queftion, whether the charge againft him fhould be heard, or 
whether he fhould not be allowed to take refuge in one of the offices 
of State, to which he was fure of being named by the People, pro- 
vided the elections were allowed to precede his trial. 

Marcellinus, the intended Cbnful of next year, moved the Senate 
to haften the profecution, and to jom the late diforders committed by 

the criminal to the former articles of the charge which lay againft 
him. But M'etellus Nepos, one of the prefent Confuls, and the re- 
lation of Clodius, having formerly found means to put off the trial, 
was now determined to prevent it altogether, by haftening the elec- 
tion of iEdiles, in which Clodius was candidate. He endeavoured 
to prevent any immediate determination of the Senate by prolonging 
the debate. But the majority of the members were greatly exafpe- 
rated, and refolved, that the trial of Clodius for th el e repeated ads of 
violence and outrage fhould precede the elections. The Conful Me- 
tellus, notwith {landing, was determined to give him achanceto have 
refuge from this profecution in the public office to which he afpired,, 
and would have brought on the elections on the nineteenth of No- 
vember, if "he had not been prevented by Milo, who, in the middle 
of the preceding night, had, with an armed force, occupied the place 
of aflembly, and was prepared to obferve the heavens, and to announce 
feme of the celeftial prefages of unfavourable events* in cafe other 
methods to fufpend the elections fhould not have prevailed. 

* MeteHusy. 
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Metellus, and the two brothers,. AppJ us the Praetor, and Publlus c 
Clodius, being apprifed of this intention, and of the power with 
which it was fupported, did not make their appearance in the field), 
and Milo kept his ftation till noon, when he withdrew with the 
general applaufe of the Senate, and. of the more orderly citizens. 

The meeting, or.affembly of the People, being, adjourned to next 
day, Metellus, in order to lull the vigilance of Milo,. aflured him,, 
that there was no occafion to occupy pofts in the dead of the night 
that he meant to do nothing before it was day; that if any one: 
meant to fufpend the election, he mould, in the morning, be found- 
in the market-place, and there fubmit to- the forms which any one- 
was legally intitled to plead againft. his proceeding. Milo,- accord- 
ingly, at break of day, repaired to the market-place, where he ex- 
pected to be joined by the Conful; but foon afterwards was told, 
that Metellus had deceived- 1 him,, was haftening to the field of Mars, • 
where the elections were commonly held, and would inftantly be- 
gin to call the* votes,, when it would be too late to interpofe even, 
under the pretence of religion. Upon this information, he imme- 
diately purfued and overtook him before the election began; and, 
by declaring his intention to obferve. the heavens, once more fru- 
ftrated the defigns of the faction.. 

On the twenty-firft, the People could not affemble by reafon of the 
public market; and their meeting being called for. the twenty-third,. 
Milo again took poflefiion of the field with an armed force ; and ' 
Cicero,, who concludes a letter to Atticus with defcribing this ftatc 

of affairs, made no doubt of Milo's fuccefs 30 . What patted on this- 
day is uncertain ; but it is known, that Clodius at laft prevailed ; that,-- 
being elected jEdile, he was, by the privilege of his office, fcreened 
irora the profecution that was intended -againft Kim ; and being him- 
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of the peace. 



BOOK fdflafe, did not fail, upon the expiration of Milo's Tribunate, to 

TrFTZ * retort the ctar S e u P on ms prosecutor ; and accordingly brought him 
Cc. Ccrn! to trial on the fecond of February, for ads of violence and breach 

Lcn tains 

iip^ C " ^ Pompey, as well as Cicero, appeared in defence of Milo ; and 

they fucceeded in having him acquitted, while they incurred a torrem 
of reproach and invective on the part of the profecutor. The market- 
place was crowded with the partizans and retainers of Clodius : he 
had inftructed them to reply to his interrogations, and to direct all 
their abufe on Pompey. " Who ftarves the People for want of corn? 

" Pompey. Who wants to be fent to Alexandria ? Pompey." This 
farce greatly difturbed the concerted dignity of this politician. His 
principal object was confideration, and he could not endure con- 
tempt. He was on bad terms with the Senate; and they iiftened to 
the invective of his perfonal enemies with apparent fatisfaction. He 
complained to Cicero that the People were alienated from him ; that 
the Nobility were his enemies ; that the Senate was adverfe, and 

the youth in general ill difpofed to him 3 \ He had indeed fubmitted 
to become the agent of Csfar at Rome ; and, with the friends of the 

republic, incurred the odium of their joint meafures, while the other 

was rifing every day in military reputation, and was forming an army 

almoft at the gates of Rome, with which he held every party in the 

republic in awe, Pompey, on this occafion, really did, or affected 

to believe, that a defign was formed againft his own life ; he af- 
fembled a numerous party of his retainers from the country, and ab- 

fented himfelf, during fome time, from the Senate and from the 
affemblies of the People. 
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Return of Cato from Cyprus, His Repulfe at the Ekaion ofPra- 




tors. Arrival of Ptolomy Auktes at Rome, Viftt of Pompey 

and Crajfus to Cafars Quarters at Lucca. Renewal of their 

Ajfoaation.—— Military Operations in Cafars Province. 
Eleclion of Crajfus and Pompey. Provinces. Of Crajfus in 

Syria. Of Pompey in Spain for five Tears. Crajfus departs 

for Syria. 



THE particulars we have related in the laft chapter have led 
us on to the middle of February, in the Confulate of Lentulu6 
Marcellinus and L. Marcius Philippus. The firft was attached to the 

forms of the republic, and was a ftremious partizan of the Senate^ 
His ele&ion was probably a continuation of the victory which this 
party had obtained in the reftoration of Cicero. Philippus was now 
nearly related to Ca?far, having married his niece, the widow of 
O&avius ; and poffibly owed his preferment in part to that con- 
nexion. He was, by this aUiance, become the ftep-father of young 
Oftavius, now a boy of ten years of age, brought up by his mother 

in the houfe of her feccnd hufband. This appears to have been a. 
man of great moderation, no way qualified to be a party in the de~ 
%ns or ufurpations of the family with which he was now con- 
heeled. 

Some time before thefe Confuls entered on office, in the end of" 
the preceding year, Marcus Cato arrived from having executed his- 
commifFion to Byzantium and Cyprus. The bufinefs upon which he 
had been fent to the firft of thefe places, was to reftore fome exiles 
"who had been driven from their country in the violence of faction; 

f At 
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At the fecond he was to feize the treafure and the other effe&s of 
Ptolomy, and to reduce his kingdom to the form of a Roman pro- 
vince. This meafure, by .all accounts, was unjuft, and the office 
highly difagreeable to Cato ; but he was determined to perform it 
with the punctuality and re'fpect due to all the orders of the State, 

AVhile he himfelf went to Byzantium, he fent forward Canidius to 
Cyprus, to intimate the commands of the Roman People, and to ex- 
hort the king to fubmiffion. Upon his return to Rhodes, in his way 
to Cyprus, he had intelligence, that this prince, unable to bear the 

ruin of his fortunes, had, in defpair, killed himfelf. His treafure 
was feized, and his effects fold : the whole yielded to the treafury 

about feven thoufand talents of filver. Upon the approach of Cato 
to Rome, the magiftrates, the Senate, and multitudes of the People 
went forth to receive him. The Senate thought proper in this 
manner to diftinguilh their friends, and to favour them with fome 
marks of confideration, in order to balance, if poffible, the public ho- 
nours that were frequently lavifhed on their enemies. For the fame 
purpofe like wife they refolved to infert the name of Cato among the 
Prators of this year $ but this honour he himfelf rejected as unpre- 
cedented and illegal. The year following, however, when he flood 
candidate for this office in the ordinary form, he was rejected ; and 
Vatinius, the well-known tool of Cxfar, who had been employed by 
bim in all meafures that were too mean for himlelf to acknowledge, 
was chofen 

Csfar, as has been obferved on different occafions, had a ferious 
antipathy to Cato, confidered him as a determined and refolute op- 
ponent ; and accordingly employed all his influence to exclude him 
from the offices of State, and probably had a particular pleafure in 
procuring him a repulfe, by the preference of fo mean an antagonift 

• Plntarch. in Vit. Catonis, Sc Cicero in Vatinium. 
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as Vatinius, who had the prefent majority of votes againft hltn. 
But, in mentioning this event, Valerius Maximus is pleafed to re- 
verfe the form of expreffion, ufual in fpeaking of difappointed candi- 
* dates, faying, " That the lift of Praetors for this year had not the 

« honour of Cato's name V 

Cato, in the execution of his late commrflibn, had taken exact inven- 
tories of all the effects fold at/Cyprus ; but his boofe beingloft, or burnt 
in a veffel that took fire oft the voyage, Clodius frequently threatened 
him with a profecution to account for the fums he had received ; and 
in this he was ferioufly inftigated by Csefar, who, from his wihtet 
quarters at Lucca, watched all the proceedings at Rome. 

From this ftation, the PrOconful of Gaul, although he could not attend 
in perfon, fent his agents to the city, took part in every tranfactiort of mo- 
ment that related to his adherents or" to his enemies. It appeared to be 
his maxim, that no man fhould be his friend or his enemy without 

feeling the fuitable effe&s. Memmiiis, who had been Praitor with Do- 
mitius Ahenobarbus, and who had joined his colleague in the profe- 
cution that was commenced againft Cajfar at the expiration of his Con- 
fulate, having fmce been Prator of Bithynia, and accufed of mif- 
condudl in his province, was attacked by him in a memorial which 
he drew up to be employed in fupport of the charge, Memmius, 
in defending himfelf, recriminated, and fpared no kind of inveftive; 
and in the iflue of this matter had the good fortune to efcape from 
the refentment of his enemy. 

The power of Cacfar, aided by his Influence in fo important a 
ftation, was daily incre'afing ; and as he fpared no pains to cruih 
thofe whom he defpaired of gaining, fo he declined no arti- 
fice to gain every one elfe. All the fpoils of his province were diftri- 
buted in gratuities at Rome. He knew the ftate of every man's fa- 
mily, and where he could not reach the mailer* paid his court to the 

i 
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miftrels, or to the favourite Have. While in his winter quartets 
at Lucca, many Senators reforted from Rome to pay their court, of 

thefe no lefs than two hundred were faid to have been prefent at one 

time ; and fa many of them in public characters, that the Lienors, 
who paraded at the entrance of his quarters with the badges of office, 
amounted to one hundred and twenty \ 
During this winter, a queftion relating to the reiteration of Pto- 

lomy Auletes to the throne of Egypt, gave rife to warm debates in 
the Senate. This prince had been dethroned by his fubje&s 5 and, 
conceiving that he had fufficient credit with many perfons at Rome, 

who had experienced his bounty, he repaired thither to folicit his 

own reiteration. In his way he had an interview with Marcus Cato 
at Cyprus, and was advifed by him to return to Egypt, and to ac* 

cept of any terms from his own People, rather than to enter on fucli 
a fcene of anxiety and mortification, as he mould find every fuitof 

for publk favour engaged in at Rome. The giddinefs of the multi- 
tude, the violence of the parties of which one was fure to oppofc 

what the other embraced, the avarice of thofe who might pretend 
to be his friends, and whofe rapacity the treafures of his kingdom 

could not aiTwage-, were fufficient to deter the king from proceeding 
on his voyage. But the importunity of his attendants, who wifhed 
to have him reftored without any conceffions to his fubje&s, con- 
firmed him in his former refohition. He accordingly proceeded to 
Rome ; and, to the great encouragement of his hopes, was favour- 
ably received by Pompey, who was rhea poffeffed of the reigning 

influence in the city, and who eonfidered this as a proper opportu- 
nity to have a military comioiffioa joined to the civil, one of which he 
was already pofieffetL 

In the mean while the people cf Alexandria-, not knowing to what 
place their king had withdrawn j imagined that he was dead * and 

s Plottrch. ia Cxfare. 
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put his daughter Berenice in poffeffion of the kingdom. Being 
afterwards informed, that he had fleered for Italy, and was likely to 
engage the Romans againfl them, they fent a deputation to counter- 

* 

acYhis felicitations in the Roman Senate. But thefc deputies being 
intercepted, and murdered by his order, he proceeded, without op- 

pofition, in his application at Rome, and obtained a decree for his 
reiteration to the crown, 

The king of Egypt, by having procured an aft in his own fa- 
vour, yet made but a fmall progrefs in the bufmefs on which he was 

come. New difficulties arofc in the choice of a perfon to carry the 

decree of the Senate into execution, -which greatly retarded its 
effect. 

Soon after this decree had pried, Lentulus Spinther, Conful 
of the prefent year, being deftined at the expiration of his magiftracy 
in th£ city to command in Cilicia and Cyprus, had inferted the bufi- 
nefs of reftoring the king of Egypt as a part of his own commiflion. 
But after Lentulus was gone for his province, this part of the com- 
miffion, probably by the influence of Pompey, who had views on 
that expedition, as the object of a military command for himfelf, was 
recalled. A ftrong party of the Nobles, however, being jealous of 

the ftate which Pompey affected, and of his continual aim at extra- 
ordinary powers, conceived an expedient to difappoint him on this 
occafion, or to render the commiffion unworthy of his acceptance. 

In vifiring the books of the Sybils, verfes were faid to be found, con- 

4 

taining an injunction to the Romans, not indeed to withhold their 
friendfhip from a king of Egypt foliciting their protection, but " to 

" "beware how they attempted to reftore him with a military force." 

The authenticity of this oracle was acknowledged, or declared by 

the Augurs ; and the Tribune Caius Cato, who was averfe to the 

caufe of Ptolomy, availed himfelf of it, to fufpend the effect of 
the refolution which had been already taken in favour of that prince. 

Ffa The 
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The Senate and People were divided in their opinions. One party 

urged, that Pompey mould be appointed to reftore the king of Egypt 
to his throne ; others agreed, that he might be appointed, providedtfiat. 

he undertook the commiffion, as Proconful, attended by two Lienors* 

and, in the terms of the oracle, without any military force 4 . Pompey 
himfelf affected to think, that the bufinefs fliould have, been left as 
it was in the- department of Lentulus the Proconful of Cilicia. and 
Cyprus ; but his retainers, fo long as they had any hopes of render- 
ing this a military commiffion, or of making it a pretence for placing 
their patron again at the head of an army,, never ceafed, to urge that 
he mould be employed in it. 

Ptolomy himfelf likewife wimed to have this bufinefs devolve 
upon Pompey, as the moft likely perfpnto command the force of the 

commonwealth, and to employ it efFe&nally in his favour. But 
both defpairing at lall of fuccefs, Ptolomy retired to Ephefus ; and, 
fearing the refentments he had provoked in the conteft with his own, 
people, and in the late murder of their deputies,, he. took refuge in 
the temple of Diana ; a retreat from which he was conducted, about 
two years afterwards, by Gabinius, and replaced, on his throne s . 

Pompey was difgufted with his difappointment in not being named 
to this fervice, and probably more by the little refpect that was paid 

to him by all parties while he lay under the lafh of continual in- 
vectives from Qodius, and from Caius Cato. Having- obtained, on 
the fifth of April, a grant of fome money towards executing his 
omce of general purveyor of corn for the People ; and having 
heard his own and CzLaxs embezzlement of the public treafure, efpe-" 
daily in the alienation of- the revenues of, Campania, feverely cen- 
fured in the Senate 6 , he left Rome, on pretence of applying the funis 
with which he was now entrufled for the purchafe of corn in Sar- 

* Dio, lib. xxxix. c. 12— 16. Cicero ad 5 Liv. Epitom. Decad. xi. lib. 5. 
LenLoiusi. Epi5. ad Familiares, lib. vii. 6 Cicero ad Quint irat. liji. ii. ep. 6. 
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dinia and Sicily. In his way he paffed by Lucca,, and, together with $ 
Craffus, augmented the number of attendants who paid their court 
at the quarter& of Caelar* 

At an interview of thefe three leaders they renewed their former 
confederacy ; and it being known, that Domitius Abenobarbus was 
to ftand for the next election of Confute, Csefar, confidering how 

much a citizen fo determined 1 in oppofition to himfelf, mitigated by 
Gato, and fupported by the party of the Senate, might attempt or' 
execute againft him. in his abfence, propofed, that the oppofition to 
this candidate Ihould not be committed to any perfon of inferior 
confideration in their party; but that Pompey and Craflus mould 
themfelves enter the lifts, in order to exclude Domitius from the 
Confulate \ 

It was agreed likewife, at this conference, that, upon the expiration 
of the term for which they were to hold this office,. Pompey mould 
have the province of Spain, CrafTus that of Syria,, each with a great 
army: that Csefar ihould be continued in his> prefent command^ 
and have fuch additions to the eftablifhment of his province as 
might enable him to fupport an army of eight Roman legions, with 
the ufual accompaniments of ' auxiliaries and irregular troops*. Such 
was already the Irate of his forces 8 , including a legion of native 
Gauls; he having, contrary to the exprefs limitations of his com- 
miflion, by -which he was reftri&ed to three legions, made this en- 
ormous augmentation. This convention, like the former, was, for 
ibme time, kept a fecret, and. only began to be furmifed about the- 

ufual time of the elections^ 

Soon after thefe matters were fettled, CrafTus being to remain in. 
Italy, Pompey proceeded on his voyage to Sardinia, and Csefar re- 
paired to his army in Gaul, where the war in different places had 

7 SneL in. Cxfai ?, . c. 24, 8 Ibid. - 
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B o o I been renewed in his abfence. Among the difpofitione he had made 
i, -y— ; for the winter, the young Craffus was left to command on the coafts 

of the Britifh Channel ; and Galba, another of his lieutenants, wa* 
pofted among the Alps to protect the traders of Italy at a principal 
pals of thefe mountains- This officer had diflodged the natives from 
many of their ftrong holds, whence they were accuftomed to in- 
feft the highways, and to lay fuch as paffed into Italy under contri- 
butions ; and he took hoftages for their good behaviour for the fu- 
ture. He fixed his quarters, during the winter, at O&odurus, now 
fuppofed to be the village of Martinach in the Valle, fituated at the 
foot of the mountains over which travellers pafs in the route of the 
greater abbey of St. Bernard. Here he remained for fome time in 
quiet poffeflion of his poft ; but the natives obferving, that the le- 
gions under his command had been greatly reduced by the fervices 
of the preceding campaign, and by the detachments which he had 
recendy made from his quarters, formed a defign to furprife and to 
cut him off. For this purpofe, the inhabitants of the village in which 

he was quartered, fuddenly withdrew from him, and foon after ap- 
peared with multitudes of their countrymen on the neighbouring 

mountains. From thence they made a furious attack on the Roman 
entrenchment, continually fending frelh numbers to relieve thofe who 

became fatigued, or who had exhaufted their weapons. 

The Romans, on the firft profpeft of this attack, had deliberated, 
whether they fhould not abandon their poft ; but had refolved to 

maintain it, and were now become fenfible that they muft perifli, if 
they could not, by fome impetuous fally, difperfe the numbers that 
were affemWed againft them. For this purpofe, they determined to 
break from their fines, and to mix with the enemy fword in hand ; 

2 manner of fighting, in which, by the fuperiority of the Roman 
fhield and fword, they always had a great advantage. They ac- 
cordingly fajlied from their entrenchment^ and, with the flaughter of 

tea 



OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC 



ten thoufand of the enemy, who began the attack with thirty thou- 
fand, obliged them to retire. Calba, neverthelefs, not thinking 
it prudent to remain in a fituation in which he had been expofed to 
fo much danger, retired, for the remainder of the winter, to the 
neighbourhood of Geneva. 

The war had broke out at the fame time in the quarters of Craffu s, 
at the other extremity, of the province. Some nations, who had 
made their fubmiflion, and given hoftages at the end of the preced- 
ing compaign, repented of this ftep, and entered into a concert to 
recover their liberties. They began with feizing the Roman officers 
who had been flattened among them as commiflaries to provide for 

the fubfiftence of the army, and they detained them as pledges for the 
recovery of their own hoftages. 

The principal authors of this revolt were the inhabitants of what is 
now termed the coaft of Britanny, between the rivers Vilaine and 
Blavet. They trufted to the ftrength of their fituation on fmall 
illands, or peninfulas, that were joined to the continent only by fome 

narrow beach or ifthmus, which the fea, at high water, overflowed. 
They depended likewife on the ftrength of their fliipping, in the ufe of 
which, by the practice of navigation on that ftormy fea, and by their 
frequent voyages even to Britain, they were extremely expert. They 

fupplied the want of canvas and hempen cordage with, hides and 
thongs of leather, and the want of cables with iron chains, to which 
they fattened their anchors. 

Czefar, having received mtellignce of this enemy while he re- 
mained in his: quarters at Lucca, fent orders to build as many 
Ihips as poflible upon the Loire, and to aflemble mariners from the 
neighbouring coafts. Apprehending, at the fame time, a general 

defe&ion of the province, and perhaps a defcent from the Germans, 

that were ever ready to profit by the diftrefs or divifions- of their 
Deigbbours, he fent Labienus with a large body of horfe to the 

3 Mofelle, 
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Mofelle, at once to awe the Belgic nations, and to guard the paf- 
fage of the Rhine. He fent alfo Titurius Sabinus with a proper Force 
into Normandy, where the natives were already in arms ; and the 
young Craffus to the Garonne, to give the natives of Gafcony fuf- 
•fkient occupation in their own country, and to prevent their junction 

with the authors of this revolt. 

He himfelf made hade to join the troops that were Rationed in 
Britanny, and ordered Decimus Brutus to affemble his fleet, and to 
aiake fail without lofs of time for the bay of Vannes. After his 

arrival on the coaft, he met with all the difficulties which he had 

Teafon to expect from the nature of the country, and from the dif- 
pofmoTi-and {kill of its inhabitants. The enemy had retired from 
the continent to their ftrong holds on the promontories or head-lands, 
in which they were periodically unrounded by the fea. Being at- 
tacked at one ftation, they withdrew in their boats to another 5 and 

by their fituation feemed to be fecure from any enemy, who was 
not in a condition to make his attack, at once, both by fea and by land* 
They eluded a land attack by embarking on board of their veflels; 

and an attack from the fea, by landing from their boats, which they 
.drew up on the beach. 

Caefar, to decide the event of this fmgular conteft, was obliged to 
wait the arrival of his (hipping. As foon as it appeared, the natives, 
fenflble that their fate depended on the event of a fea-fight, embarked 
the moft expert of their warriors, got under fail with all their force, 
amounting to two hundred and twenty veflels, and fleered directly 

for their enemy. While the fleets drew near to each other, the fhores 
were crowded with fpe&ators ; and the army with C«far himfelf 
came forth on the heights, from which they could behold the fcene. 

The Romans being inferior to their enemy in the ule of their fails, 
as well as in the ftrength of their veffels, endeavoured to fupply their 

defect, as ufual, by an eSbrt of addrefs and unexpe&ed contrivance. 

They 
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They had provided themfelves with fcythes, fattened to fhafts of a e H A P 

V il« 

proper length, in order to cut the enemy's rigging, and let loofe or 
difcompofe their fails ; and having thus, in the firlt encounter, dif- 

abled many of their mips, they grappled with them, and boarded 

them fword in hand- 

The Gauls, feeing a great part of their fleet thus irrecoverably loft, 
would have efcaped with the remainder; but were fuddenly be- 
calmed, and being, from ten in the morning till night, continually 

expofed to the attack of the Romans, were all either taken or de- 
ftroyed ; and the nation, thus bereft of its principal ftrength and the 

flower of its people, furrendered again at difcretion. 

Under pretence that they had violated the law of nations, in 



officers 



their 



fold for flaves. 

The inhabitants of the lower banks of the Seine, at the fame time, 
having been defeated by Titurius, returned, agreeably to what was 
faid to be the character of Gaulifli nations, to their former fub- 
mhTion, with the fame levity with which they had thrown it afide. 



nations inhabitine: the banks 



country. 



of numbers, they joined a lively courage, of which the Romans them- 
felves had frequently felt the effecls. Every chief was attended by 
a number of followers, whom he called his Soldurii, and who had 
devoted themfelves to his fervice. While the chieftain lived, the 
Soldurii fared in every thing alike with himfelf ; but if he perilhed 
by violence, they too muft die, and there was no inftance of their 
failing in this part of their engagement. 

Craffiis being arrived on the Garonne, and warned by the example 
of other Roman officers, who had fallen or mifcarried in this fervice, 
deferred paffing the river till he had augmented his force by the 

Yol. II. • G S junaion 
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jun&ion of fome troops from Touloufe, and other parts of the Ro- 
man province. Being thus reinforced, he proceeded againft the 
natives who were divided into many little hordes, of which Csefar 
has, on this occafion, enumerated twelve, jealous of each other, and 

unwilling to join even in their common defence. They accordingly, 

m>twithftanding their valour, fell feparateiy into the hands of the 
Romans, and in the end were vanquifhed, or made their fubmif- 
lion. 

By thefe conquefts, the former acquifitions of Caefar on the Seine 
and the Marae, had a dire& communication with the diftri£b of 

Touloufe and Narbonne, or what was already called the Roman 
province of Gaul. Csefar himfelf, having re-eftablUhed peace in 
thofe tra&s which are now termed Britanny and Normandy, clofed 
the campaign with a march to the northward, where he penetrated 
through the marines and woods into Brabant ; but being flopped by 
heavy rains, and the approach of winter, he returned on his route, 
without making any fettlement j and having put his army into win- 
ter quarters among the nations who had lately revolted, he fet out 
as ufual for Italy. There his prefence was greatly wanted by Pompey 

and Craffus, who, on the approach of the elections, were likely 
te meet with unexpe&ed difficulties in executing the plan lately 
concerted between them. 

At Rome, the fpring and part of thefummer hadpaffed in difputes 

I 

between perfons conne&ed with the oppofite parties. Ciodius had 
attacked. Gcero in his own perfon, in his effedts,. and in the. perfons 
of his friends. P. Sextius, who, in the chara&er of Tribune, had been 

fo a&ive in the recal of this injured exile,, and who had expofed his 

life in the riots to which that queftion gave rife,, was now accufed,. 

and brought to trial for fuppofed afts of violence committed by him 

in the courfe of thofe conteils. He was defended with great zeal 

by Hortenfius, and with a proper gratitude by Gcero ; and by their 

i joint" 
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joint endeavours was, on the twelfth of March, acquitted by the 

unanimous verditt of his judges \ 
After this trial was over, a piece of fuperftition, curious as it forms 

t picture of the age, gave occafion to a frefli difpute between Cicero 
and his enemy Clodius. Upon a report, that horrid noifes and clafli- 
ing of arms had been heard under ground in one of the fuburbs, the 
Senate thought proper to take the fubjeft under confideration, and 
they referred it for interpretation to the college of Arufpices. This 
body delivered in judgment, that the gods were offended, among 
other things, by the neglecl and profanation of the holy rites, and 
by the proftitution of facred places to profane ufes. This refponfe 
Clodius endeavoured to apply to the cafe of. Cicero's houfe, once 
confecrated and fet apart for religion, and now again profaned by 
being reftored to its former owner. Cicero endeavoured to remove 
the charge of profanation from himfelf to Clodius, by reviving the 
memory of his famous adventure in Caefar's houfe. " If I quote 
" any more recent ad of impiety," fays he, " this citizen will recal 
" me to the former inftance, in which he intended no more than 
" adultery." He proceeded, however, to- apply the refponfe of the 

Augurs to a late intrufion of Clodius in rulhing into the theatre with 

* 

an armed rabble, while the games were celebrating in honour of the 
great Goddefe. 

The Senate for two days together liftened to the- mutual invectives 

of both parries, and were entertained with their endeavours to fur- 

pafe each other in declarations of zeal for religion. Cicero, how- 
ever, by the goodneft of his caufe, the force of his admirable talents-, 
and perhaps ftili more by the aid of the Triumvirate, whofe feyour 

he earneftly cultivated, prevailed in the conteft. 



• Cicero ai Quint. Frat. lib. ii. epift. 4. Orat. pro Sex:. ' 
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This martyr in the caufe of the Senate, ever fince his return from 
banifhment, courted the formidable parties, whofe power, at leaft to 
hurt, he had experienced. He committed, or affected to commit, 

himfelf intirely into the hands of Pompey ; and, with a declaration 
of much attachment alfo to Caelar, corapofed a flattering panegyric, 
which this leader received with great pleafure ,a , probably more on 
account of the breach it was likely to make among his opponents 
in the Senate, than on account of the fatisfa&ion he received from it, 
or of any real acceflion of ftrength it gave him in the purfuit of 
his defigns. By this conduct Cicero difgufted his former friends, 

and felt his fituation in the city* fo painful, that he abfented himfelf, 

during great part of thefummer, from Rome-; a circuraftance which 
interrupted the courfe, or changed the fubject of thofe letters to which 
we areindebted for the beft record of the times. 

We have indeed great reafon to regret any interruption of mate- 
rials from which the hiftory of this Confulate might be collected;. 

The republic feems m part to have recovered its dignity by the able 

and refolute conduct of Marcellinus, and by the tacit concurrence 

of his colleague PhiHppus, who, though connected with Caefar, did 

not co-operate in the execution of his defigns By the influence 

©f thefe. Gonfuls the applications made to the Senate by Gabinius, 

now co mman d in g in Syria, for certain cuftomary honours were re- 
jected *\ This refufal was intended to mortify Pompey, who pro- 
tected Gabinius, and who himfelf was commonly treated by Mar- 
cellinus with- great freedom and feverity. The. ariftocratical party 
recovered their courage, and Domitius Ahenobarbus, by their in- 
fluence, was in a fair way to fucceed in his election for Gonful of 
the following year* 

10 Cicero 2d Att. lib. iv, ep. 

11 Cic ad Quint, ft*. lib..ii. ep. 6. » Ibid. ep. y» 
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The Tribunes, excited chiefly by Caius Cato, efpoufed the op- 
polite iutereft, and propofed many refolutions to the People, in order 
to favour their defigns. The Conful Marcellinus endeavoured to 
interrupt them by the appointment of fafts and holidays, in which 
it was not lawful to tranfact affairs in the affcmbly of the People. 
The Tribunes, in their turn, fufpended the election of Confuls, and in 
this were encouraged by Pompey and Craffus t who feared the effect of 
a choice to be made under the directum of Marcellinus, and had not 
even openly declared their own intentions to offer, tbemfelves. Their 
late interview with Cxfar, and the part they fince took, had created 
fufpicion- of their views. Marcellinus put the queftion to Pompey in 

the Senate, whether he defired the Confulate. for himfelf ? And this 

politician, long unaccuftomed to make plain declarations, anfwered 
indirectly, That if there, were no ill-difpofed citizens in the common- 
wealth, he mould have no fuch defire^ Craffus, to the fame queftion, 
made a like eyafive reply,. That he flxould be governed by what he 
judged belt for the State. Both appear to have perceived that they 
were to rely for fuccefs chiefly on popular tumults; and as thefe 
would come to be employed with great, difadvantage againft fuch 
an able and refolute magiftrate as Marcellinus, they took meafures to 
defer the elections until the term of the prefent Confuls in . office ihould . 
expire ,5 . 

t 

They found the Tribune Caius Cato a proper inftrument for their 

purpofe, fecured his negative, and' employed it repeatedly, to fuf- 
pend the elections.. The republic, upon the approach of the new- 
year, being to lofe its former magiftrates, without any fucceffion of 
new ones, was likely to fall into a ft ate of great confufion. The 4 
Senate went into mourning, and difcharged every member from af- 
fifting at any of the public diverfions. In this ftate. of fufpence and. 

» * 
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public alarm, Publius Qodius, who had for £bme time teen at va- 
riance with Pompey, as if gained by the fympathy of meafurea on 

this occafion, was reconciled to him, and attacked Marcellinus with 

continual inveclives. 

In this manner the year -was fcffered toelapfe without any election 
of Confuls. The fafces dropped from the hands cf MaroelKnus and 
Philippus, and an interregnum enfued* Pompey and Craflus then 

openly appeared as candidates for the vacant offices of State. Young 
Craflus came from the army in Gaul, attended by a numerous body 
of citizens then ferving under Caefar : they brought a confidence 
aeceffion of votes to the party of their general, and were themfelves 

not likely to be outftripped by their opponents in a&s of fedition and 

* 

the ufe of force, Domitius Ahenobarbus alone, fupported by the 
■councils of his kinfman Marcus Cato, had the courage to perfift in a 
conteft wkh thefe powerful and dangerous antagonifts. The time of 
•election being fixed, he went before break of day to occupy his place 

in the field of Mars, but found his way already obftru&ed by a dif- 
orderly populace, and even by men in arms. The flave who carried 

* light before him was killed. Some of his friends, particularly 
Marcus Cato, was wounded'*; and his adherents, not being in con- 
dition to difpute the ground with the force that was aflembled againft 
them, retired to their own houfes, leaving Pompey and Craflus to be 
named without oppofhion. 

In the fame manner the fadfion of the Triumvirate over-ruled 
-every other election, procured the preference, which has already been 
mentioned, of Vatinius to Cato, and filled every office with their 
own creatures. They carried the appointment of JEdiles by aflual 
force, and at the expence of the lives of fome of thofe who oppofed 
ihem. Pompey himfelf having been entangled in one of thefe tumults, 
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retired to change his clothes, which were ftained with blood. They 
were difappointed in the nomination only of two of the Tribunes, 

Publius Acquilius Gallus and Ateius Capito, who were of the op- 

pofite party. 

Thefe events however were, by the conteft which arofe on every u. C. (gs. 

queftion, deferred for all the months of winter and fpring. The offices p e iii 5 Mag- 

of Prseto^were not filled up by the middle of May % \ The eleaions m' LWni 

* 

had begun for this purpofe fome time before ; but it being obferved Craffus 
that Marcus Cato had the firft Centuries, Pompey, under a pretence, 
' allowed by the Roman fuperftition, that he was to obferve the heavens, 
interpofed to fufpend the ballot. The faction employed the time 
which they obtained by this delay in procuring votes, and were fo 
unguarded in giving money, that they laid themfelves open to a 
criminal profecution, and had reafon to apprehend that whatever 
election they made would be difputed at law- To prevent this con- 

fequence, Afranius, a perfon intirely under the directon of Pompey, 

moved in the affembly of the People for a dilpenfation from the 
ftatute of bribery in the cafe of elections then depending for the office 
of Prsetor and having obtained this extraordinary indulgence, fe* 
cured to the party the fruits of their influence and of their money 

Among the acts of Pompey and Craflus, in their fecond Confulate, 

are mentioned fome regulations refpecting the courts of juftice by 
which the juries, though taken in equal numbers from the Senate* 
the Equeftrian order, and the" mafs of the People, were neverthelefe 
limited to perfons of confiderable property. There are Iikewife- 
mentioned fome refolutions then- pafled to enforce the laws againffc 
murder, and to amend thofe againft bribery by additional penalties* 

together with a fumptuary law to check the extravagance and pro?- 

digality of the age. w So willing were thefe magiftrates," laid Hot- 
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BOOK tcnfius, " to compenfdte by their acls for the defe&s of their practice 

" that they made laws even to limit the expence of the table." Sucl 
profeffions to reform the -age were probably intended to retrieve the 
character which the popular leaders had loft by the violence and bare- 
faced corruption -of their recent canvafs, and to mark their admini- 
fixation with fome meafures that might feem to difprove the impu- 
tations -commonly laid to their charge. 

Pompey, at the fame time, had an opportunity to fignalize his 
Coniulate, by opening, during the prefent year, the magnificent 
theatre which he himfelf, or his freedman Demetrius, had eretted 
for the accommodation of the People at their public fliows. At this 
iblemnity were exhibited many dramatic performances and enter- 
tainments of every fort. Among thefe, in the courfe of five days, 
no lefs than five hundred lions were let loofe and killed by African 
huntfmen ; and the whole concluded with the baiting of eighteen 
elephants, animals that feemed to have fagacity enough to be con- 
fcious of the indignity and the wrong which they fuffered, By 
their piteous cries they moved compaflion in the breafts even of that 
barbarous rabble, for whofe entertaiment they were flain 



The 



was 



for fome time kept from the view of the People. 
Pompey continued to profefs that he did not intend to accept of any 

province whatever. But the public gave no credit to fuch de- 



partizans 



him 



Every one, therefore. 



in all converfations, endeavoured to accommodate him in a province, 
fome with Syria, others with Spain and Africa ; to all which fug- 
geftions, or officious projects, he affefed indifference, or even 
averfion. Trebonius, however, at this time Tribune of the People* 



' ■ Die. hb. coir. Cicero ad Familiar, lib. vii. Plia. 
11 Cicero id An. lib. iv. cp. c. 
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made a motion, which was foon underftood to be the real mind of C 

Pompey, and the a&ual refult of his counfels: that the province 
of Syria mould be affigncd to Craflus ; that of Spain, together with 
Africa, to himfelf; each in imitation of Cxfars appointment in 
Gaul, to continue for five years, with fuch eftablifhments of men 
and of money as the neceffity of the fervice during that period might 
require. This motion was made in execution of the original plan 
concerted with Csefar, and it ferved to bring to light the object of 

their late conference at Lucca, which had fo much alarmed the friend* 

of the republic. 

On the day that this motion was made in the aflembly, Marcus 
Cato, by means of the Tribunes Atteius Capito and Acquilius Gallus, 
obtained leave to addrefe the People, He endeavoured to di&ppoint 
the purpofe of the meeting, by occupying fo much of their time as 
to prevent their coming to any decifion. Being commanded filence, 
and perfifting to fpeak, he was ordered by Trebonius into cuftody. 
In this manner, however, the firft day was fpent, and the aflembly 

adjourned to the next morning. 

The Tribunes Atteius and Gallus, fufpecting that means might be 
ufed to exclude them from the aflembly which was then to be held, took 
meafures to fecure their admiflion. For this purpofe Gallus remained 

all night in the fenate-houfe, which fronted the Comitia or place of 

afTembly. But this device was turned againft himfelf ; the oppofite 
party having placed a guard to confine him in that place during the 
greater part of the following day. His colleague Atteius, with Catoj 
Favonius, and fome others, eluded the parties that were placed to inter- 
cept them, and found their way to the place of aflembly.' When the 
queftion was put, Cato, being lifted up into view by thofe of his 
friends who were about him, gave an alarm that it thundered; an 
intimation ever held by the religious cuftoms of the Romans to 
Vox. II, H h be 
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be ominous, and fufficient to fufpend their procedure in any bufinefs 

of State. He was, however, on this occafion forced from the Co- 
^nitium with the Daughter of fome of his friends, who refitted the 
fcrce that was employed againft them. About the fame time the 
Tribune Acquilius was wounded in forcing his way from the Senatc- 

houfe, and a great concourfe of people was forming round him as 

he ftood bleeding in the ftreets. Violence to the perfon of a Tri- 
bune was ftill confidered with religious horror, and the Confuls, in 
whofe behalf this tumult had been raifed, fearing the confequence 
of fuffering fuch a fpe&acle to remain in the view of the People, 
ordered the multitude to withdraw, and removed the Tribune, ftill 

bleeding of his wounds, from the public view. 

In the fequel of thefe operations, Pompey and Craffus obtained the 
provinces in queftion, and in the terms propofed ; they proceeded to 

fulfil their part of the late engagement to Caefar, by moving that his 
command mould be continued during an additional term of five 
years more* " Now, indeed," faid Cato (addreffing himfelf to 
Pompey), " the burden is preparing for your own moulders. It will 
w one day fall on the republic, but not till after it has crufhed you 
" to the ground." 

Thefe arrangements being made, the officers thus appointed pro- 
ceeded to take charge of their truft. Pompey, the newly named 

Proconful of Spain, under pretence of a war fubfifting with the 
Vaccei, raifed the eftabliihment of his province to four legions, two 
of which Csfar foon after, under pretence of more urgent fervicc in 
Gaul, had the addrefs to borrow from him. 

Pompey either had not yet begun to perceive what Cato fuggeftcd 

to him, That the greateft difficulty he had to fear, in preferring the 
eminence to which he afpired, was the emulation of Carfar.; and that 
the fword mull determine the contelr between them ; or he flattered 

himfelf 
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to command the veffel ; and by. remaining, at the feat oS govern- 
ment, while his affociatee and rivals • accepted of appointments at 
a diftance, that he continued to prefide as fovercign, arid fuprernj 
dilator of the whole. Under the influence of thefc conceptions, al- 
though his proper ftation was Spin, he either procured, Qr at leaft 
availed himfelf of, a motion that was made by feme of the Tribunes 
to detain him in Italy ; and fancied, while he fent his own lieute- 

■ 

nants, Afranius and.Petreius, as private agents for himfelf into, that 
province, that even Cxfar and Crafliis, though in a more publick 
character, were however to ad in a fubordinate ftation to himfelf. 

CralTus ever confidered riches as the chief conftituents of power* 
and he expected, with the fpoils of Afia, to equal the military or po- 
litical advantages that were likely to be acquired by his rivals in Europe. 

Prom the levies and other preparations which he made for his pro- 
vince, it foon appeared that he intended a war with the Parthians, 
the only antagonifts which the Romans had left on the frontier of 
Syria. Obfcrving that he was likely to meet with an oppofitiou to 
this defign from the Senate and from the Tribunes, who exerted 
their powers to interrupt his preparations, and took meafures to de- 
tain him at home, he became the more impatient to fet out for his 
province, and left Rome before the expiration of the year for which 
he was elected into the office of Conful. The Tribune Atteius endea- 
voured to ft op him, firft by his tribunitian negative, next by actual 

force, and laft of all by folemn imprecations, devoting the Conful 
himfelf, and all who fhould follow him on that fervice, to deftruction. 

While Crafliis paflcd through the gates of Rome, on his intended 
departure for Afta, this Tribune, with a lighted fire, the ufual form of 

devoting a victim to the infernal gods, denounced a curfe, which greatly 

alarmed many of the followers of CrafTus. This piece of fuper- 

ftition he might, in his own mind, have juftly contemned : but it 

H h a was 
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was imprudent to flight the effe&s of it on the minds, of the People, 

and on the minds of his own army. In the apprehenfion of both he 
^as by this form doomed to deftru&ion, and proceeded in the war 
«t the head of troops ill prepared to ward off calamities, which they 
were thus made to believe hung over them, in confequence of im- 
precations of which they did not queftion the efficacy* 
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Slate of the Commonwealth.— -Adminifl ration of the Provinces. 

Operations of Cafar in Gaul y Germany , and Britain. State of 

Pompey at Rome.—Progrefs of Crajfus into Syria. Kingdom 

of Parthia. Invajion of Crajfus beyond the Euphrates*— Se- 
cond Invafwn of Cafar in Britain. 

TH E provincial" appointments of Pompey and Craflus, with tKat 
which was at the fame time prolonged to Csefar, feemed to 

difmember the empire, if not to expofe the republic itfelf to great 

danger. 

Of thefe three adventurers, Pompey and Csefar, apart from the' 
evil particularly apprehended in any of their meafures, were in them- 

lelves 
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fdves fubjeds of a very dangerous character : neither pofTefled that 
dignity of mind which fits the citizen for the equality of perfons in a 
republican State ; neither could acquiefce in the fame meafures of 

confideration or power which other Senators had enjoyed before 

him ; neither could be at eafe where he did not command as mafter, 
or appear at leaft as the principal object in every fcene in which he 
was employed. 

This paltry ambition, ibme ages before, might have been held in 
contempt by the meaneft of the People, or muft have fhrunk before 

that noble elevation of mind by which the ftatefman conceived no 
eminence befides that of high perfonal qualities employed in public 

fervices, or before that auftere virtue which confined the public 
efteem to ads of public utility, fupported by unblemifhed repu- 
tation in private life. But in the prefent age, there was a fafliion 
which fet fuch antiquated notions at defiance, controuled the autho- 
rity of the State itfelf, and bellowed on private adventurers the at- 
tachment which belonged to the commonwealth, and the deference 

which was due to its legal head. 

In the progrefs of this republic the character of parties has already 
repeatedly changed, and the danger to be apprehended from them 
accordingly varied. 

In the firft periods of its hiftory, citizens were divided on the fup- 

pofed diftinctions of birth ; and, in the capacities of Patrician or 
Plebeian, {trove for prerogative or privilege with much emulation, 
as feparate orders of men in the commonwealth, but with little jea- 
loufy of perfonal interefts. 

In a fubfequent period, when the invidious part of the former 



diftinction was removed, citizens having no longer the fame fubject 
of animofity, as being born to different pretenfions, they entered 
more fully on the competition, of individuals, and the formation of 
feparate factions. They ftrove for the afcendant of ariftocratical or 

3 democratical 
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democratical government, according to the intereft they had formed 
to themfelves in the prevalence of either. They were ready to fa- 
crifice the peace and honour of the Public to their own paflions, and 
entered into difputes accordingly, which were in the higheft degree 
dangerous to the commonwealth. They thought perfonal provo- 
cations were fufficient to juftify public diforders ; or, actuated by 

vehement animofities, they iignali2ed their victories with the blood 

of their antagonifts. But, though fanguinary and cruel in their 

immediate executions, they formed no deliberate plans of usurp- 
ation to enflave their country, nor formed a fyftem of evils to con- 
tinue beyond the outrage into which they themfelves were led by 

their fuppofed perfonal wrongs or factious refentments. 

We are now again once mere to change the fcene, and to have 
under our confideration the conduct of men who were in reality as 
indifferent to any intereft of party as they were to that of the re- 
public, or to any object of State ; who had no refentments to gratify ; 

or who eafily facrificed thofe which they felt to the purpofes of a cool 
and deliberate defign on the fovereignty of their country. Though 
rivals, they could occafionally enter into combinations for mutual 
iupport, frequently changed their partizans, and had no permanent 
quarrel but with thofe who uniformly wilhed to preferve the republic. 

They were furrounded by perfons who admired the advantages of 
wealth or of power which were gained at the expence of their coun- 
try, and who indeed were ready to extol the virtues of any adven- 
turer who led a numerous lift of retainers to fhare in the fpoils of the 
commonwealth. 

Peace had now, for fome years, except in that part where Csefar 
commanded, been eftablilhed throughout the empire. Inftead of 
military operations, the State was occupied in directing the farms of 
the revenue, in Hearing complaints of opprefTion from the provinces, 

and in appointing the fucceffion of military, governors.! Belides the/ 

duputes 
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xiifputes which have been mentioned relating to the provincial ap- 
pointments of Crafius and Csefar, there arofe a queftion on the f ab- 
ject of provinces to be afligned to their immediate predeeeffors in 
the Confulate, Marcellinus and Philippus. It was ftrongly urged 
-that Pifo, Gabinius, and even Caefar, fhould be recalled to make way 
for officers who were intitled to fimilar command in their turns. 

This meafure was fupported in part by Cicero, who vehemently con- 
tended, that Pifo and Gabinius mould be fuperfeded ; but urged the 
-continuance of Cedar in his Ration, a circumftance for which this 
able adventurer had taken fufficient precaution not to leave it in ha- 
zard from the HTue of this debate, 

Pifo, the near relation of Csfar, in the tvent of thefe deliberations, 
was a&ually recalled, and, upon his return to the city, complained 
to the Senate, in terms of great afperity, of the injury done to his 
-character. Gcero had ever treated Pifo and Gabinius, though in 
reality but the inftruments of Pompey and Ccefar, as the principal 
authors of his late calamities ; and, upon the prefent occafion, had 
pronounced againft Pifo that violent invective which {till remains 
among his works, and which the fubfequent conducl of the perfoa 
againft whom it was dire&ed in a great meafure difproved. 

. Gabinius had for fome years enjoyed the government of Syria, 
and during this time had ventured to employ the force of his pro- 
vince in a manner, which, together with fome other offences., drew 
upon him, at his return to Rome, the animadverfion of the Senate. 

It has been mentioned that Ptolemy Auletes, king of Egypt, in 
exile from his kingdom, had applied to the Romans for aid in re- 
covering his crown ; that his fuit had been granted, but rendered ia- 
^ffedual by the regard which was paid to a fuppofed oracle, which 
forbade his being reinftated with a niilitary force ; that he had. with- 
drawn to Ephefus, and taken fanctuary in the temple, where he 

waited for fome change of fortune in his favour, Lentulus, the 

^ governor 
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governor of Cilicia, to whom the bufinefs of reftoring him, though 
without military force, had been committed by the Senate, delibe- 
r*t*>A whether he fliould not venture to difreeard the reftridion im- 



pofed uponhitf 



king of Egyp 



poflefs himfelf of the wealth which was to be found in effecting 
fuch a revolution, and truft to the influence of his friends at Rome 
in procuring his pardon from the Senate, and even their approbation 
of what he ihould have done. 

Upon this queftion Cicero advifed Lentulus, if he had a force 

fufficient to undertake the eriterprize, not to lole an opportunity of 

performing a fervice which, though not authorifed, could be afterwards 
vindicated. But the bufinefs ftill remained in fufpence, when Ga* 
binius arrived in Syria, and probably, by an advice from Pompey to 
the fame purpofe with that of Cicero to Lentulus, undertook, in op- 
pofition to a decree of the Senate and of the Augurs, the reftoration 
of this exile to his throne* Having received or bargained for a 
great fum of money in return for this fervice, he advanced with a 

fleet and an army towards Egypt, paffed through Paleftine, and on 
his way raifed a contribution in that country. 

Berenice', the daughter of Ptolomy, now in poffeffion of the 
crown, had married ArchelauS ; and, in order to ftrengthen her 
hands againft her father, had aflumed her hufband as a partner in 
the throne. But the forces of thefe aflbciated fovereigns were de- 
feated by Gabinius, and Ptolomy was reftored to his kingdom. 
Gabinius, with the treafure amafied on this occafion, hoped to be 
fecure againft the attacks which, at his return to Rome, were likely 
to be made upon him, for his contempt of the Senate, and of the 
oracle, and for the extortion of which he was accufed at the fame 
time in Paleftine, a part of his own province. 

In this bufy time of Ca^far's faction at Rome, he himfelf, upon 
an alarm of an invafion from Germany, had been called to defend 
Vol. II, I i the 
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the northern extremity of Gaul. Two feparate hordes, the Tenchteri 
and UfupeteS) pretending to be driven by fuperior force from the 
ufual trad of their migrations, had united together, and prefented 
themfelves on the banks of the Rhine. The native inhabitants of 
the right of that river inftantly abandoned their habitations, and col- 
lecting all the boats that could be found on it to the oppofite fide, 
made a difpofition to {top the paffage of thefe invaders. 

The Germans, obferving the precautions which were taking againil 
them, affected to lay afide the defign of paffing the Rhine ; and, by 
changing their courfe, made a feint to divert the attention of their 
antagonhts. In execution of this purpofe, they continued for three 

days to retire from the river. At the end of this time, fuppofmg 
that their opponents would be off their guard, and returned to their 

ordinary way of life, they fuddenly turned their whole cavalry,, 
and in one night repaffed the ground over which they had marched 

on the three preceding days, furprifed a fufficient number of boats 
with which to accomplifli their paffage, diflodged the natives of the 
country on the left of the river before them, and from thence con- 
tinued their migrations betwixt the Rhine and the Meufe, over what 

is now called the dutchies of Juliers, of Limburg and Luxemburgh. 

Thefe invaders amounted, by Csfar's account, to upwards of four, 
hundred thoufand fouls 1 ; a number which exceeds that of the in- 
habitants of any city in Europe, befides London and Paris, and 
which may perhaps raife fome fufpicion of error in copying the text, 
or of exaggeration in the commentary, which was itfelf intended to 
raife the character of Csfar at Rome. On the queftion relating to 
the probability of fo great a number, it may be obferved, that thofe 

migrating nations, certainly unacquainted with many of the arts 
which are pracYifed to fupply and accommodate populous cities, were 



' Cacfarde Bell. Gal!, lib. ir. c. 15 
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'likewife exempt from the want of fuch fupplics, and acquiefced in 
what was neceflary to mere fubfiftence. Such nations have lcfs (kill 
and induftry than the manufacturer and the trader in a fettled and 
well regulated city ; but they have lefs wafte and lefs mifapplication 
of labour to fuperfluous and unprofitable purpofes than take place in 
great cities. 

The German nations of this age, although they had opportunities 

to obferve among their neighbours the advantages of land-property, 

and of agriculture fupported by fkill and induftry, yet frequently 
preferred the ftate of migration, and from policy declined making 
any permanent fettlement, left the care of property, and the ftudy of 
unneccflary accommodation, mould corrupt or enervate their people. 
Their favourite occupation was hunting, which they confidered as a 
preparation for war. They traverfed the woods and pafture lands, 
with numerous herds, and fubfifted chiefly by milk, flefh, and game. 
They likewife knew the ufe of corn, of which they foinetimes took 
a crop from favourable lands ; but without remaining any longer 
than one feafon to cultivate any particular portion of ground. 

They moved in great and numerous bodies, that muft to a great 
extent have covered the face of the country over which they parted ; 

but the body thus moving together were diftinguifhed into feparate 

* 

clans and fraternities, led by their headmen or chiefs, who kept order 
in their feveral divifions. They allowed private parties to make war 
beyond the limits of their own country, and to chufe their leaders 
for this purpofe. In peace, the feparate clans had no band of con- 
nection. If they had at any time a general government which com- 
prehended the whole of their tribes, it was but a temporary expe- 

. client, to which they had recourfe in war, and on other prefling oc- 
cafions. 

Under fuch equality of conditions, every individual, who was of 
a proper age, was obliged to labour for himfelf, and to fubfift by 

I i 2 what 
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what he procured ; aad he employed his labour only in procuring 
what was neceflary. In thefe circumftances, it was not likely that 
commodities fhould accumulate ; but the numbers of the people, if 
we may rely on the teftimony of Csefar in this place, or on the evi- 
dence of ancient hiftory in general, was certainly great \ 

The Suevi, before whom the prefent invaders of Gaul had retired, 

were fkid to confift of a hundred cantons, each fumifliing annually a 

thoufand men for war, and a Hke number for the care of their herds 
and domefHc concerns. Such clouds gathering on the frontier of 
Csdar s province, required his prefence. He accordingly affembled 
his army, and advanced between the Rhine and the Meufe. 

The Germans, in general, were accuftomed to defpife the Gauls, 

and the prefent invaders expe&ed no formidable oppofition on this 
fide of the Rhine ; they had ventured to divide their forces, and had 
fent the great body of their horfe upon an excurfion beyond the 
Meufe toJfcour the lower parts of the country,, and upon Csefar's ap- 
proach, they offered to treat with him. 44 They neither fought 
44 (they laid) nor would they decline a war with the Romans. It 
u was their way to repel injuries with the fword, not to elude them 
M by negotiation; But in the prefent cafe, they fhould neverthelefs 
" condefcend fo far as to allure the Roman general, that they had 
44 palTed the Rhine from neceflity, and not with any intention to in-- 
44 vade his province. That if he were pleafed to receive them as 
" friends, they were in condition to merit this title, fhould be. con- 

44 tent with the ground they had gained, or accept of any other 
K which he might chufe to affign them J' Csfar replied, w That while 
44 they remained in Gaul, he could not confider them as friends. 
" That if they repaffed the Rhine, he had allies in G ermany, . with 

44 whom he Hould endeavour to join them in a. league of defence. 



^C^ferdeBell. Gal. lib. iv. vL . 
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* againft the common enemy, by whom they had been thus forced c 
« to relinquifh their ufual bounds;" v 

Having received this anfwer, the German deputies, to make their 
report, and to receive the command of their nations, defired a cef- 
fation of arms for three days. But Csfar, fufpecting that they only 
meant to araufe him, and to gain time for the junction of all their 

forces, refufcd to comply with this requeft, and continued his march.. 

Being" arrived within twelve miles of their camp, he was again met 
by their deputies, with freflr intreaties that he would advance no- 
farther, or at leaft, that he would give to the cavalry, , who made the 
vanguard of his army, orders to abftain from hoftilities for three 

days : that in this time, they might have an anfwer from the Ger- 

man nations mentioned in their laft conference,, and know whether 
fuch a league' could be formed, as was then propofed, to give them 
fome profpefi of fafety in returning to their ufual haunts. 

Cadar, upon this occafion,. feems to have granted a ceflation of 
arms ; though on account of what afterwards happened, he is will- 
ing to diminilh the extent of his own engagement, and to impute 
the breach of faith which followed to his enemies. He agreed to 
advance no farther than four miles for the convenience of water, and 
fent an order to his van-guard ■ to abftain from hoftilities. This 
order, however, had no effect. His advanced guard,, confifting of 
five thoufand horfe, had an encounter with eight hundred of the 

enemy. 

When this encounter happened, the Germans were not yet joined i 
by the great body of their horfe. They had earneftly fued for a cef- 
lation of hoftilities; it was not likely that they would have begun the • 

■ 

attack. Yet Csefar accufed them of a defign,. with this fmall party,, 
to furprife the whole of his cavalry. 
On the day which followed this Ikirmifli of the cavalry, the 

leaders and principal men of the Germans leaving their own camp,, 

a unfuraifhed- 
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B O O £ oinfurnilhed with officers, in perfect fecurity, came in great numbers 
u — „ — ; to that of Ofar to exculpate themfelves, to convince him of their 

•pacific 'difpofinons, and to prevent the farther progrefs of his army, 
•This he thought a favourable opportunity to cut off, by a complete fur- 

-prize, this enemy entirely, and to finifti the war. Having accord- 
ingly fecured the perfons of their leaders, who had thus put them- 
felves in his hands, he advanced with his whole army dire&ly to 
their camp, eafily overcame the few that took arms to oppofe him, 
and without diftin&ion of fex or age, put the whole to the fword, 
The country, over all the ways by which they endeavoured to efcapc 
from the camp, at which the flaughter began, to the confluence of 

the Rhine and the Meufe, was ftrowed with the flain 

The Roman people, though feldom fparing of the blood of their 

enemies, were fhocked at the recital of this extraordinary maffacrc ; 
and when Csefar, on account of this victory, applied for a thankf- 
■ giving, and for the ufual honorary decrees of the fenate, he was 
charged with having wantonly invaded the nations of Gaul, and of 
having difhonoured, by an act of treachery, the arms of the Republic, 

It was propofed to deliver up his perfon to thofe injured nations, 
that he might expiate, by his own fufFerings, fo many ads of injuftice 
and impiety, which the Gods might other wife avenge on his 

country. 

The German horfe, that by their abfence had efcapcd this cala- 
mity which befel their countrymen, appear foon after to have re- 
paired the Rhine, and to have taken refuge with fome of the Hordes 

i 

who lived near the fources of the Roer and the Lippe. Thither 

Csfar, to fpread the terror of his arms, foon afterwards purfued 

them ; and paffed the river, not in boats and by furprife, as the Ger- 
mans were accufiomed to do, but in a manner which he feems tc 

; That branch of tSe Rhine which falls into the Meufe, changes its name far that o 
Wail. 

hav. 
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Have chofen, as better fuited to the dignity of the Roman ftate ; he 
proje&ed a bridge, which was executed in ten days, with much in- 
genuity, and fome oftentation of his power and flcill. This work 
being finifhed, he placed proper guards at both its extremities, and 
advanced with the main body of his army into the contiguous parts 
of Germany, where, on account of the reception given in that 
quarter to the cavalry who had efcaped the late maffacre on the 



Meufe, he laid the country under military e: 





Casfar, from the place at which he had pafled the Rhine, appears to 
have gone up the eaftern fide of the river, where he vifited the Ubii, a 
nation inhabiting over againft what are now the cities of Bonne and 
Cologn. Here he had intelligence, that the Suevi, a nation confiding, 
as has been obferved, of a hundred cantons, and muttering two hun- 
dred thoufand warriors, who were divided into two fquadrons that took 
the field, and conducted the domeftic affairs of the nation by turns, 
were preparing to oppofe him ; that they had adually fent their wives, 
children, and fuperannuated men into places-of fafety, andhadaflembied 
their warriors to meet him. This nation having an afcendant over 
all the cantons of Germany, confidered it as a proof of their valour, 

that no nation could pretend to fettle on the tract of their migrations, 
or within reach of their excurfions ; and that the country, to a great 
diftance around them, was accordingly wafte. In their own move- 
ments, they never halted above a year to raife a fingle crop from 
fields, which, to keep up the martial fpirit of their nation, and to 
preclude the defire of property, with the other pallions that accom- 
pany fettlement, they fucceffively abandoned. 

Csfar, not being prepared to enter on a war with fuch an enemy, 
and being fenfible that a defeat might expofe his army to ruin, while 
even a victory could procure him no adequate advantage, having re- 
mained eighteen days on that fide of the Rhine, and employed no 
more than twenty-eight days in the whole fervice, chofe, while he 

flill 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



full had the reputation of vi&ory unimpaired, to repafs that river, 

and to break down his bridge* 

This lingular man, whofe abilities "were equal to any talk, and 
who had no occafion to court the publick admiration by meafures 

concerted on purpofe to obtain it, was, neverthelefs, not above often- 

tation, and gave way to it not only where it might contribute to im- 

pofe on an enemy, but even where it would do no more than gra- 
tify his own vanity, or incfeafe the fame of his actions at Rofne. 
To this motive we may venture to impute the defign, which, at an 
advanced feafon of the year, and at the end of the fame fummer in 
which he had, between the Meufe and the Rhine, vanquifhed the nu- 
merous army of the Tenchteri and Ufepetes, in which he had paffed 

the Rhine, and infulted the warlike nations of Germany, even on 

their own ground, he now projected the invafion of Britain, though 

furrounded by the ocean, and untouched by die arms of any foreign 
invader. To carry this defign into immediate execution, as foon as 
he had repaffed the Rhine, he continued his march through the low 

countries, and collected his forces in the neighbourhood of the Portus 
Itius and Geforiacum *. While we perceive the features of vanity in 
the leader, we muft admire the hardinefs and vigour of the troops 
who could accomplifh thefe fervices. 

The extent of this illand, the numbers and character of its people, 
were then unknown on the continent. Caefar having in vain en- 
deavoured to procure information in thefe particulars, fent a galley 
with orders to explore the coaft, and to obferve the countenance of 
the natives. He ordered all his fhipping, and even thofe vefTels 
which he had employed the preceding year againft the Veneti 5 , to 
£ail round the Cape of Britanny into the Britifli channel, and repair to 
.the ftraits which feparate this ifland from the continent. 

* 

-* .Calais andBcnlogne. 5 Jn the Bay ofJBifcay, .about Vannes. 

On 
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On the report of thefe preparations, which evidently pointed at 
Britain, fome of the natives, willing to avert by negociation the florin 
which threatened them, fent to the Roman Proconful a fubmiflive 
meffage, and offered to come under his protection. 

Cajfar, founding a claim to the poffeffion of the ifland on thefe 

advances which were made to him, proceeded with more boldnefs to 

the execution of his enterprife. That the natives of the country he 
was leaving might not create any trouble in his abfence, he obliged 
them to give hoftages, and made a proper difpofition of his army to 
keep them in awe. He had affembled at the moft convenient haven 
on the Gaulifh fide, now fuppofed to be the WifTan, between Calais and 
Boulogne % eighty tranfports or Ihips of burden, with a number of 

galleys to accommodate the officers of rank, and their equipage. 
The remainder of his fhipping was yet detained, by contraiy winds, 
in a creek at fome miles diftance, fuppofed to be Boulogne ; thither 
he fent his cavalry, with orders to embark on board the fhips where 
they lay. He himfelf went on board, with the infantry of two legions, 
at the former haven, and having found a favourable wind and 
moderate weather, weighed about ten at night, and reached the 
coaft of Britain, on the following day, at ten in the morning. The 
cliffs, where he firft came near to the more, were high and fteep, 
and the hills were covered with numerous bodies of foot, of men on 
horfeback, and even in wheel carriages, from which the natives of 
this country were accuftomed to make war. It being impoffible to 

i 

land under fuch difficulties ; and in the face of this oppofition he bore 
away, as is probable, to the northward about eight miles, with a fa- 
vourable wind to fome part of the flat Ihore 7 which furrounds the 
Downs ; and here, in the manner of ancient debarkations, for which 

6 Sec Danville's Geography of antient Gaul. 

7 Planum & apertum littus. See Cajfar's Commentaries. 

Vol. II. K k the 
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the fhipping of thofe times was built, ran his tranfports aground, and 

prepared to land. 

In the mean time the Britons, who in their march on the hills 
had kept pace with the Roman galleys, came down to the ftrand, 
and advanced even fome way into the water to oppofe the defcent. As 
the furf on that fhore ufually runs high, and the Romans, from 
where their vefiels {truck, had fome way to wade in water that was 
too deep to allow them the free ufe of their weapons, they remained 
on board, and durft not meet the enemy under fuch difad van- 
tages. Cscfar feeing his men unufually backward, did not think pro- 
per in rhefe circumitances to urge them farther ; but ordered fome of 
the lighter!: veffels, which were mounted with miffile engines, or 
manned with archers and flingers, to row as near to the fhore as they 

could on the right and the left of the landing place, and from thence 
to gall the enemy. This difpofition fucceeded fo well,, that the beach 

dole to the water was prefently cleared, and the Romans were left 

to defcend from their mips, and to wade undifturbed to the land. 

The Britons, feeing their enemy in pofleffion of the fhore, offered to 
furrender, and were about to deliver their hoftages, when an accident 
happened, which encouraged them again to take arms. On the 
fourth day after the Roman infantry had landed, a fecond diviiion 
of mips, with the cavalry, appeared in fight j but before they could 
reach the land, were difperfed by a violent ftorm ; part was driven 

back on the coaft of Gaul, part carried down the Britifh channel, and 
call in diftrefs on the contiguous fhores. Even the fhipping, from 
which the legions had difembarked, lying aground in the 4urf, 
or at anchor in a high fea and fpring-tide, with which the Ita- 
lians were unacouainted, were fet adrift, or filled with water, many 
of them beat to pieces or greatly mattered, and rendered unfer- 
viceable. 
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By thefe misfortunes, Csefar, although he had made no provifion 

to fublift for the winter in Britain, was in danger of being obliged 
to remain in it for want of flapping. The natives retraced their 
late fubmiffion, hegan to drive away the cattle, and to lay wafte 
the country within reach of the Roman camp. They flattered 
thcmfelvea that the enemy would be obliged to depart, or muft perilh 
for want of provifions ; and that they would, by the example of To 
vain and calamitous an attempt, deter every ftranger for the future 

from invading their ifland. 

Cxfar, in the mean time, while he employed all his workmen 

with the greateft diligence in repairing his mips, endeavoured to 
collect fome provifions, and to form a magazine. The natives af- 
femblcd irr great bodies to intercept his foragers, and obliged him to 
cover them with the whole force of his army. The legions were at 
(irfl greatly difconcerted by the unufual effect of the Britifh chariots, 

and by the want of their own cavalry; but as they prevailed in every 

clofe fight, the Britons were foon obliged to renew their former 

fubmiffion, and became bound to deliver double the number of hof- 
tages they had formerly ftipulated. But Cacfar not thinking it proper, 
with mattered veffels, at the mercy of autumnal winds and ftormy 
feas, to await the performance of this article, ordered the hoftage* 
to be fent after him into Gaul, reimbarked with his army, and 
with the firft favourable wind repaiTed to the continent. At his ar- 
rival, he found that the Gauls, upon the report of his late misfor- 
tunes, had revolted; that one of his tranfports, with three hun- 
dred men on board, having parted with the fleet, and landing at a 
feparate place, were attacked ; and that it was neceflary to fend the 
remains of his cavalry to their relief. The Morini, inhabiting what 
are now the diftricts of Calais and Dunkirk, with other nations of 
the low countries, had taken arms againft the officers he -had fta- 
tioned to keep them in awe. The campaign therefore concluded 

& k 2 • with 
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he operations, which were neceffary 

> fubdued the Morini. Quintus, Tit 
having laid wafle great part of the 



La- 



the coaft. 

The Roman army was foon after ptit into winter quarters ; and 

Csefar, as if fenfible that he had made his attempt on Britain 
with too fmall a force, and whatever reprefentation he might give of 
particulars, had incurred the imputation of a mifcarriage, gave orders 
to refit his fleet, and to add, during the winter, as many more ftiips 
as poffible, built upon a conftru&ion more fit for that fervice 
broader, and more capacious in the hull, for the reception of men 
and horfes, and lower in the gunwale, for the convenience of land- 



ing. 



The 



but the materials of his rigging, it is faid, were brought from Spain, 



taken 



feafon 



neighbourhood 



.e. 



Here he found Pompey and Craflus employed,- as has been al- 
ready related, in obtaining for themfelves, and for him, the obje&s 
which they had feverally in view. Craffus had fixed his thoughts on 
the treafures of the eaft, and projected the fale of kingdoms, of 
which he hoped to have the difpofal in that part of the world. 



ipey 



army. 



Rome to enjoy his confideration, and was vefted with a fpecies of 
monarchy, in wielding the united powers of the party. Casfar had 
provided, what he knew in the end was to decide every controverfy, 

a great army, inured to fervice, and in a ftation which gave an eafy 

. accefs to Italy, and the command of Rome. As if fecure of their 

interefts, they permitted the ele&ion of Confuls to proceed without 

difturbance ; and fuffered Lucius Domitius Ahenobarbus,, a profeffcd 

j partizaa 
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partizan of the fenate, together with Appius Claudius, to be elected chap. 

confuls; Marcus, Cato, and Milo, to be placed in the lift of Pnetors; u ^ 

and feveral citizens, well affected to the Senate, to be admitted into the L. Dom. 

college of Tribunes. bus, A P pf 

The winter and fpring, however, were inactive on the part of the Jjj™ d ' Pul " 

ariftocracy. Cato, probably did not fee any publick object in which 

to engage with advantage beyond the duties of his office, in which 

he endeavoured to reftrain by his authority, and by his example, the 
extravagance and luxury of the age. The dangerous powers which 

had been recently granted to perfons, from whofe ambition the re- 
public had much to fear, no doubt greatly alarmed the fenate ; but 
this body, though led by Domitius, one of the Confuls, by Cato and 
Milo, two of the Prstors, and fupported by many of the Tribunes, 
did not think themfelves entitled to difpute the validity of thofe 
grants, nor to attempt the- revocation of what had been fo recently 
confirmed by the people. 

Pompey, now raafter of Spain and part of Africa, with an adequate 
army, ftill under the pretence, as has been mentioned, of his com- 
miffion to furnifh the public granaries with corn, remained in Italy, and 

palTed the greater part of his time among his country villas, executing 
the duties of general purveyor with the affiftance of his lieutenants, 
and managing his intrigues in the city by means of his agents and 
friends. He was attended by numbers of every rank and condition, 
who reforted to him with the affiduity of real courtiers, and with a 
lervility, which, in a republic, implied the utmoft corruption of 
manners. He even maintained the appearances of royalty in the 
ftate which he affumed, as well as in the influence he acquired. 
While he himfelf affected referve and moderation, in order to ap* 
pear worthy of his rank, his retainers ever treated him. as a great 
prince, and with his connivance fomented diforders tending to make 

the government of the Senate; to the end- that the republic- 

might 
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might be forced to rely on him for fupport, while he himfelf af- 
riected to decline the burden. 

In the management of thefe intrigues, and in the full hopes of their 
-fuccefs, Pompey was now left by Craflus, as well as by Cazfar. The 

.firft, in his, impatience to take poffeffion of his government, had bro- 
ken through all the impediments that were placed to hinder his de- 
parture, from Rome, made hafle to Brundifmra with his array, em- 
barked, notwithftanding the unfavourablenefs of the feafon, and, with 

. confiderable lofs, both of men and of (hipping in a ftorm, made his 
paffage into Macedonia. The prohibition of the Praetor ftill founded 
in his ears. He dreaded a vote of the Senate or People to recal his 

commiffion. It appears, that foon after his departure, a motion hud 
been actually made for this purpofe ; and that Cicero, though for- 
merly on ill terms with Craflus, being taught by his late fufferings 
to court the favour of thofe who could either hurt or protect him, 
appeared on this quefiion in his favour, and claimed a ihare in the merit 

of obtaining the decifion that was given to confirm his commiffion s . 

But without attending to the ftate of thefe deliberations at Rome, 
Craflus continued his march by Macedonia and the Hellefpont into 

Ana. In pafling through Galatia, finding Dejotarus, fovereign of 
that principality, then of an advanced age, occupied in a work 
that is becoming at every age, building a new city, and making a 
fettlement for more people ; he is faid to have obferved to the prince, 

that it was fomewhat too late, at his age, to form projects of 

new fettlements ; " nor are you very early," replied the other, " in 

" your undertaking the conqueft in Parthia." 

CrafTus was turned of fixty, and having ever confidered riches as 
the iureu: means of arriving at eminence and power, now joined, 
to the rapacity of a youthful ambition, the avarice of age. Upon 

• Cicero ad FamiL lib. v. cp. 8. idCrafliim, 

"hi$ 
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his arrival in Syria, he pillaged the temple of the Jews, and laid hold c 
of treafure wherever elfe he could find it. He made a pretence of 
the military levies to be made in the provinces for extorting money; 
and afterwards, referving the money he had raifed for his own ufe, 

negle&ed the levies. He required of the different diftrifts of his 
province, and of the neighbouring allies, large quotas of men and 
military ftores, merely that they might buy exemptions with pro- 
portional fums of money 9 . In the fame fpirit of avarice and rapa- 
city, he invaded the Parthian9 wirhout any authority from the State, 
and even without the pretence of a quarrel. 
The Parthians, like other dynafties which before or fince have 

arifen in that part of the world, or in the neighbourhood of the 
Euphrates and the Tigris r were of Scythian extraction. On the de- 
cline of the Macedonian power, about two hundred years before the 
prefent date, a fwarm from the north had migrated to the lower 
banks of the Tigris, over-ran the country round Ctefiphon, conti- 
nued to harafs the neighbourhood by their depredations ; and, at 
laft, being commanded by Arfaces, the founder of this new kingdom, 
took poffefTion of an extenfive country, and though under a new 




reftored 



10 



The Parthian, or new Perfian monarchy, being yet in its vigour, 

was the moll formidable power that now any where appeared within 
reach of the Roman arms. Its forces confified almoft intirely o^ 

horfe. Part intended for regular charges, cafed in heavy armour, 
and ufing the lance ; part mounted in a lighter manner for expedi- 
tion and fwiftnefs, and ufing the bow. While in the field they were 
attended by herds of fpare horfes, which they paftured, or drove in 
the rear of their armies. With this fupply, upon any occafional 
lofs, they new-mounted their cavalry, or, having reliefs of frelh 

9 Plut. in Craflb, 1 1. Dio. Calf. lib. iv. c. 1 3. 10 Juftin. lib. Ixi. Dio. Caff. lib. xl, xli. 

6 horfes, 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



horfes, performed amazing marches, and frequently prefented them* 
felves to their enemies, where it was not expe&ed they could appear. 
They had different notions of vi&ory and defeat from other nations ; 
they always counted it a victory, when, by their flights, they drew an 
enemy into {traits by hafty and unguarded purfuits and often en- 
joyed the greateft advantage when they feemed to be routed and to 

When Craffus advanced to the Euphrates, Orodes king of Parthia, 
then engaged in a war with Artabazes, on the fide of Armenia, 
fent a deputation to expostulate with the Roman general on the 

caufe of his hoftile approach, Craffus made anfwer, That he would 

give the reafons of his coming when he arrived at Seleucia, " Here," 

laid one of the Parthian meffengers (mowing the palm of his hand) 
*' hair will grow before you fhall arrive at Seleucia." Craflus pro- 
ceeded in his march, paffed the Euphrates, and ravaged Mefopo- 
tamia without any refiftance. Having continued his operations until 
the end of the feafon, he returned for the winter into Syria 11 . Upon 
his arrival in this province, he was joined by his fon Publius, who 
had ferved fome years in a confiderable rank in the army in Gaul, 
and was now detached by Csfar with a thoufand horfe, and many 
marks of .honour, to aft under his father in Syria. 

This invafion of Mefopotamia, after the feafon had become far 
fpent, ferved only to alarm and provoke the enemy, without procuring 
any advantage to the arms of the Romans ; and hoftilities were likely 
to proceed in the fpring with great animofity, when Craffus was 
to profecute the war which he had thus commenced on fuch dan- 
gerous ground. 

Csfar, in the mean time, found continual occupation for his troops 
in Gaul, or in the neighbourhood of that province. He himfclf, 

J * Die. Cz5. lib. xl. c. 15. " Dio. lib. xl. Plut. in Craflb. 

with 
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With his ufual a&ivity, having been in Italy in the beginning of winter, 

and having conferred with the perfons with whom he entrufted the 
management of his affairs at Rome, proceeded to Illyricum, upon a 

report, that this part of his province Was infefted by the incurfions 
of tire Pyruftse, a warlike tribe on the frontier. Upon his arrival* 
the invaders withdrew-, and were difowned by their nation. The 
State denied, that they had ever given a commiffion to make war on 
the Roman province, became bound for the future to reft rain the 
depredations of private adventurers, and gave hoftages for' the ob- 

fcrvance of thi6 article. 

Early in the fpring, Czefar returned from this expedition to the 
quarters of his army in the Low Countries, and found, that in confc* 
quence of the orders he had given at the end of the preceding cam- 
paign, no lefs than fix hundred tranfport veffels, and twenty-eight 
galleys, were a&ually built in different harbours from Oftend to Bu- 
logne, and in a few days might be ready for fea» He accordingly 
ordered them to be launched, and dire&ed the whole to aflemble at 
the fame port from which he faired on the preceding year, in order to 
receive the army on their intended invafion of Britain* But, before 

his departure, being informed that certain nations on the Mofelle were 

meditating a revolt, and were foliciting the Germans to come over 
the Rhine to their alliftance, to the end that he might not leave 
any enemy on foot in his rear, and that he might fecure the peace of 
Gaul in his abfence, he marched to the Mofelle with four legions and 
eight hundred horfe. Upon his arrival he had the good fortune to 

find the people divided between two leaders, who, being jealous of 

each other, made their fubmhTioris feparately, and gaVe the neceffary 
hoftages as a pledge for their future behaviour. 

With thefe fecurities, Csefar returned to the coa'ft, found all his 
armed galleys and five hundred and iixty of his tranfports actually 
aflemblcd ; the other forty tranfports had been put back by contrary 

Vol.IL ' L 1 winds. 
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BOOK winds, and were ftill retained at the port at which they had been buife. 

The force intended for this expedition to Britain confifted of five 
legions, amounting poffibly, on the probable fuppofition that they 
were not complete, to about twenty thoufand men *\ together with 
a body cf Gauls, including many of their chiefs, whom Caefar chofe 
to retain with his army, rather as hoftages for the fidelity of their 
countrymen, than as auxiliaries in the war. The fleet confifted of 
live hundred and fixty tranfport veflels, twenty-eight armed gallie?, 
with many tenders and fmall craft, provided by officers for their own 
conveniency, and for the reception of their eqnipages 5 in all eight 



hundred fail. 



The 



iffembled, 
■ this tim 



At the ex- 



embark, but were fuddenly interrupted by the defertion of a Gaulifh 
chief, who, being averfe to the fervice, thought this a favourable 
opportunity to dilengage hirafelf with his followers. Caefar confi- 

dered this defertion as a declaration of war, and being fenfible of the 

danger he might incur in cafe of any difalter by having fuch ene- 



rear. 



horfe in purfuit of the fugitive, who, being overtaken, was killed in 
attempting to defend himfelf. His followers were brought back and 
obliged to embark for Britain. 

On the return of the party employed in this fervice the embark- 
ation proceeded, and being completed at funfet of the fame day, 
the wind being ftill fair, the fleet weighed, and got into the Chan- 
nel ; but the wind foon after having failed, or fhifted more to the. 
weft, and the tide being fet to the northward, they were carried, 
a confiderable way in that direction paft the port for which they had 



" The legions, at the end of this campaign, were reduced to 3,500 J. 
■* See Caefar's Commentaries « 
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fleered. At day-break, they faw the land of Britain on their left, 
and feemed to leave fome confpicuous part of the ifland, probably the 
South Foreland, aftern: but with the turn of the tide, and the help 
of their oars, they arrived at noon at a convenient part of the coaft 
not far diftant from the landing-place of the former year, but lefs ex- 
pofed to the fea. This place we may fuppofe to have been Pigwell 
Bay, beyond the mouth of the Stour, or the entry to Sandwich 

Haven ,J . 

The Britons had aflembled as formerly to oppofe the defcent of the 
Romans ; but, on the appearance of fo great a fleet, were intimidated, 

and withdrew from the coaft. 

Catfar, flattering himfelf that he Tiad found a tifer road for his 
fliips than that at which he had ftationed them in the preceding 

year, left his fleet at anchor, and guarded againft any attempts of the 
natives by a body of ten cohorts and three hundred horfe, that were 
properly entrenched on the more. Being informed that the Britons 
had their forces aflembled on a fmall river (probably the Stour J, at 
the diftance of ten or twelve miles from his landing-place, he put his 
army "in motion in the night, and at break of day came up with 

them, diflodged them from their port, and obliged them to withdraw 

to a place of retreat in that neighbourhood, which, . on occafion of 
their own wars, had been fortified in their manner with a mote, and 

ramparts of wood. To reduce them in this ftronghold, he erected 
fome works, and made regular approaches ; but as he had not in- 
vented the place, the only effect of his attack was, to force the enemy 

,J Mr. d'Anville, on a fuppofition that num et apertum littus, or with the fcqucl of 

Cxfar mull have pa/Ted into Britain by the the ftory, which places fome fuch river as the 

ftiortcft poffible line, fixes upon Hith, about Stour to be parted' in his march, about twelvfc 

eight miles weft of Dover, as the place of miles from the more. The coaft at Hith, 

his landing in his firft invafion of Britain ; though not altogether inacceflible, is ftecp 

ar,d,confequently, on'fomcother contiguous and hilly, and would have expofed Cscfar to 

f art as the place of his landing inthefecond difficulties in his firft operations on ihore, 

invafion : but this does not agree, either which he could not poffibly have omitted to 

luili the description of ihe coaft, being pla- mention. 
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to abandon it, and to continue their retreat* He had taken his refo 

lution to purfue them on the following day,, and had begun his march 

in three divifions, when it appeared, that the element which is the 
fafeguard of Britain, though not always fufficient to keep its enemies 
at a diftance, yet is fubjeft to accidents which render the attempt of 
invaders very difficult, and their condition, even when on more, 
fufficiently hazardous. To this purpofe a mefienger overtook Caefar 
on his march with .tidings, that all his mips, in a ftorm which 
arofe in the preceding night, had been driven from their anchors, 
had run foul of each other, that many of them were ftranded and 

■ 

wrecked, and all of them greatly damaged. 

Caefar, on this report, fufpended his march, and, having fixed the 
main body of his army in a well-fortified camp ; he himfelf, with a 
proper efcort, returned to the coaft. At his arrival, he found that forty 
of his mips were irrecoverably loft ; but that the remainder, though 
greatly damaged, might be refitted. For this purpofe he gave orders in 
the army, that all who had been inftrufied in the trade of a carpenter, 

{hould repair to the fea-port to be employed in refitting the fleet ; he 
called many workmen likewife from Gaul, and gave directions for 
building a number of new veflels on different parts of that coaft; and to 
guard, for the future, againft fuch accidents as had lately befallen his 

mipp, he ordered that they fhould be drawn on lhore. In this work 
the army was tncctTantly employed for ten days, and without inter- 
mnTion even in the night. The fleet, at length, being in this manner 
fecured from the dangers of the fea, and covered by an entrenchment 
on the fide of the land, he returned to his camp, and refumed the 
operations of his army. 

It appears that the natives of Britain, being divided into many 
fmall cantons or feparate principalities, and,, as ufual in fuch cafes, 

frequently at war among themfelves, had been actually at variance 
when Ca?iar arrived ; but, • during the ihort refpite which the 

difafter 
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difafter that had befallen his fleet had given them, that they had agreed 
to fufpend their own quarrels, and were aflcmbkd in greater numbers 
than formerly, under Cafhvelaunus, a chieftain of Middlefex, or, as 
Csfar defcribes him, a prince refiding on the northern banks of the 
Thames, and at about feventy or eighty miles from the fea. 

This chieftain brought into the field a numerous army of infantry, of 
horfemen, and armed chariots. His knowledge of the woods enabled 
him to harafs the Romans on their march, and, following the tracts- 
that were clear of underwood, not only to gall them with miffilest 
from the thickets, but to charge them likewhe with his horfemen 
and chariots, even in places where the ground feemed leaft fitted fo 
the movement of fuch bodies. Encouraged with his fuccefs in thi* 
fpecies of warfare, he ventured to attack the whole cavalry of the 
Roman army, which, being on a foraging party, Were fupported by 
an intire legion. But the Britons being, in this attempt, defeated 
with great flaughter, their chief loft courage, or was deferted by hi* 
followers, and never more attempted to face the Romans. 

CcTfar, finding this enemy remit his ardour, advanced with a 
quicker pace. From his filenee on the fubject of any difficulty in 
paffing the Medway, we mull fifppofe him to have followed the vale 
of the Stour to Afhford, and from thence to have kept on the plains to* 
Maidftone, near to which place the river Medway is every where natu- 
rally fordable ; and from the length of his march, being about eighty 
miles from the fea, when he came upon the banks of the Thames,, 
we may fuppofe him to have arrived on that river at the reach which 
urns from fouth to north, fomewhere between Kingftone and Brent- 
ford. There he obfervcs, that the only ford in the river was fenced 
and guarded; that a row of fharp ftakes was driven underwater j 
that the oppofite bank was lined with a palifade, and manned by a 

numerous body of the natives. He nevertheiefs proceeded to forcer 
Lis way, and by the impetuofity of his attack^ drove the enemy 

f from 
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from their poll, and, without any lofs, effe&ed his paffage, although 
his men were obliged to wade up to the chin. 

Caflivelaunus had, for fome time, made no attempt to refift the 
sRornan army ; he had contented himfelf with obferving their mo- 
tions, and with endeavouring to ftrip the country before them ef 
-every particular by which they could profit on their march. Csfar, 
on his part, advanced with the precautions neceflary againft fuch an 

^nemy, and, as they had deftroyed what could be of immediate ufe 

•to his army, he deftroyed what was left, in order to force the natives 
*o fubmiflion. In this ftate of the war, having leifure and oppor- 
tunity to obferve the condition of the country and the manners of the 
people, he gives the following account of both : " That on the 
" coaft there were colonies from the neighbouring continent, dill 

" diftinguifhed by the names of the countries from whence they had 
w come ; that thefe colonies, being poflefled of agriculture, and well 
u flocked with cattle, were extremely populous; that they had money 
" made of iron or brafs ; the firft of which metals, with great quan- 
" titles of tin, were found in their own iflaud ; die other metal was 
" imported from abroad ; that-the winter was milder here than in Gaul \ 
tt that the woods of Britain furnifhed the fame timber with thofe of 
w Gaul, except the fir and the beech ; and that thehoufes were built 
" in the fame manner in both countries." From this account of the 

\ _ 

coaft he proceeds to obferve, " That the inland parts were occupied by 
w the original native?, who, with Httle corn, fubfifted chiefly by milk 
u -and the other produce of their herds ; that, by a particular fuperfti- 
tt tion, although poflefled of hares, of geefe, and other fowls, they were 

" forbid to eat of thefe .animals ; that they were curious, in the orna- 
" ments of the perfon, affected to have bulhy whifkers, and longhair; 
'* that they ftained or painted their bodies of a blue colour, .and had 
u no clo'hes beiides the ikins of beafts ; that they aflbciated in fmall 
clubs or fraternities of ten pr a dozen in number." .And adds a cir- 

4 cumllance, 
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cumftance, in which, if he were not deceived, as is common 
enough to foreigners, by fome appearances which were not fuffi- 

ciently explained to him, he gives a ftriking example of the di- 
verfity which takes place among mankind in fettling the canon of 
external a&ions. The brothers, the father,. and the fon, though 
feparately married,- and reputed the parents of children, brought 
forth by their refpeftive wives, yet, without jealoufy or imputation 
of evil, lived with thofe wives in common l6 . 

Cxfar, being on the left of the Thames, made an alliance with the 
Trinobantes, fuppofed to have been inhabitants of ElTex and Suffolk: 
The fovereign of this canton .having, in fome- quarrel with his own 
people, been expelled from his kingdom, had taken refuge with 
Ga?far in Gaul, and was now, by force of the Roman arms, reftored 
to his kingdom. Five other principalities made their fubmiffion at 

the fame time. Caffivelaunus retired to his principal fortrefs, which, 

confiding of a palifade and a ditch fituated in the lead: acceffible 
part of the woods, was by the natives, as C<efar is pleafed to exprefs 
himfelf, called a town, and was in reality, in cafe of alarm, a place 
of retreat for themfelves and their cattle. On the approach and at- 
tack of Csfar on one fide, Caffivelaunus retired by an outlet on the 
other, leaving fome herds of cattle, and many of his men, to fall into 
the enemy's hand. 

After this defeat, the Britifh prince endeavoured, as a laft refource,to 
give Cxfar fome trouble in his rear j and for this purpofe fent an order 
to the four princes of Kent, to affemble. their people, and endeavour 
to force the Roman ftation, and deftroy the Roman fhipping, where 

they lay on the coaft. They accordingly attacked the intrench- 

mcnt, but were repulfed ; and Caffivelaunus himfelf, reduced to 
defpair by the defection of fo many of his countrymen, and by his 

. 19 See Csfar's Commentaries on his laft expedition to Britain. 
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repeated defeats, determined to make his fubmiffion. The feafon 
of the year being far advanced, and Csefar, defirous to retire with ho- 
nour from a country in which he was not prepared to make any 
fettlements, accepted this on eafy terms. 

A certain tribute was impofed on the nations inhabiting the banks 
of the Thames, hoftages taken for the payment of it, and the 
invaders, with a numerous affemblage of prifoners, then the only 
or principal fpoils of this illand, retired to their ihips, which, not 
being fufficient to receive them at one embarkation, were obliged 
to return for a fecond ; and in this way fucceffively, without any 
material accident, tranfported the whole of the Roman army into 
Gaul. 
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HILE the Roman army was in Britain, there happened, 
by the death of Julia, the daughter of Cxfar and the wife 
of Pompey, a great change in the difcontinuance of the relation which 
fubfifted between them, and in the feparation of their fuppofed political 
iaterefts. The connection which then came to be diffolved, had been 
devifed as a bond of confederacy between parties whofe interfering ob- 
jects of ambition muft have othcrwifc, on many occafions, excited 

their mutual jealoufy. Neither the father-in-law, nor the fon was 

likely to facrifice his ambition to mere affection, but each may have 
expected, that the other mould be, in fome degree, the dupe of his 
relation, and mould abate a little of the jealoufy to which he was, 
by his fituation and his objects, fo naturally inclined. This paffion, 
however, we may believe was far from having been extinguifhed in 
the mind of either. The choice which Pompey made of Spain for hia 
province, with a military command for a term of five years, probably 
proceeded from a deiire to retain his fuperiority over Csefar, and to 
have in his power, in cafe of a breach between them, a province, 
though lefs contiguous to Italy than that which was held by Csefar, 

Vol. II. Mm not 
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not lefs fitted to furniih formidable armies and the refources of 
war. 

Notwithftanding thefe efFecb of jealoufy, while the familiar re- 
lation of father-in-law and fon fubfifted between Ca*far and Pompey, 
and while Craflus continued to hold a fpecies of balance in their 

councils, they feemed to acquiefce in a participation of confequence 

and power. But the death of Julia, and that likewife of the child 

of which fhe had been delivered only a few days before her death, 

put an end, not only to any real cordiality in this connexion, but 
even to any femblance of friendfhip, and rendered them, from this time 

forward, mutually jealous of the advantages they feverally gained, 
whether in refpect to force in the provinces, or to ftate and popula- 
rity at Rome. 

It is obferved, that, from this date, Catfar became more than for- 
merly attentive to reports from the city, and more careful of his in- 
telligence from thence 1 ; and that he endeavoured to gain every 
perfon who might be of confequence in deciding the conteft which 
he perceived muft arife. Among thefe he paid his court in par- 
ticular to Cicero, who was likely, about this time, to devote himfelf 
to Pompey, and whom he wiihed, at lead, to keep in fufpence be- 
tween them : for this purpofe, as appears from their correfpondence, 
he applied, as ufual, to his vanity, and, while he was piercing the 
woods of Britain in purfuit of Caffivelaunus and his painted fol- 
lowers % affected to read and to admire verfes which were fent tc 
him by a perfon much more efteemed for his profe than his poetry. 

The Roman army had been tempted into Britain by the hopes of 
finding mines of filver, but were difappointed ; for, befides flaves, they 
found no booty in that ifland. Such probably likewife were the prin- 
cipal fpoils of Gaul ; yet we find their general, in confequence of 

1 Cicero ad Quint, frat. lib. ii. ep. 15. & lib. iii.ep. 1. 
a Ibid. lib. ii. ep. ult. Ad Atdcum, lib. iv. cp. 16. 

his 
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his conquefts in that country, enabled to expend great fums in fup- c HA P. 
porting his influence at Rome. While Pompey procured his own 

appointment to the command of an army, in order to keep pace 

with Csfar in the provinces, Csefar, in his turn, projected public 
works at Rome to vie with the magnificence of Pompey, and with 
that of other citizens, who made fuch works a part of their policy to 
gain the People. For this purpofe Cxfar propofed to build a Bafilica \ 
and to enlarge the Forum, at an expence of fix millions Roman 
money, or about fifty thoufand pounds ; to rail in the field of Mars 
with marble ballifters, and to furround the whole with a colonade 
or portico extending a thoufand paces, or about a mile. 

In thefe feveral works Catfar affected to confult or to employ Cicero 
in a manner which flattered his vanity, and renewed his hopes of 
being able alfo to direct: his councils * in what related to matters of 
State. 

In the mean time, parties in the city, though engaged on the fide 
of different competitors for office at the approaching elections, were 
iikewife intent on the caufe of Gabinius. This officer, while yet in 

his province, had been impeached for difobeying the orders of the Se- 
nate, and for contempt of religion in his expedition to Egypt. But 
having, by the influence of Pompey and of Csefar, eluded this firft 
attack, he fet out for Rome in great confidence, and, on his journey, 
gave out, that he was to demand a triumph. But, upon his approach 

to the city, hearing in what manner the Senate and People were 
affected towards him, he thought proper to make his entry in the 

night ; and being arrived, on the eighteenth of September, did not 
even venture to appear in the Senate for ten days. No lefs than 
three profecutions were preparing againft him ; for treafon, for ex- 

J What the Romans called a Bafilica or palace, was a kind of exchange, containing 
porticoes for merchants, and otherpublic accommodations. 
4 Cicero ad Atticum, lib. iv. ep. 16. 

M m 2 tortion 
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BOOK tortion in his province, and for other crimes. The firft day on 

IV - 

which he prefented himfelf in the Senate, the Confuls, when he 
would have withdrawn, commanded him to ftay. And, having 
called the farmers of the revenue from Syria, who attended with a 
complaint from the province, bid them ftate their charge. 

An altercation enfued, in which Cicero, mindful of the injuries 
he had received from Gabinius, took a principal part againft him, 
and pronounced an invective, which the other returned with the 
abuiive appellation of fugitive, in allufion to his late exile 5 . Yet, 
fcon after, when this criminal was brought to trial for extortion , in 
his province, Cicero, as will afterwards be mentioned, undertook, a} 
the folicitation of Pompey, to appear in his defence. 

Before this trial for extortion took place, C. Memmius, one of the 
Tribunes, on the ninth of O&ober delivered to the People, with 
•great force, a charge of treafon againft Gabinius 6 . The judgment 
of the Tribes being called, and fentence of condemnation likely to 
pafs, while the Li&ors were preparing to feize their prifoner, his forr, 
a young man, with much filial piety, a virtue highly efteemed by 
the Romans, threw himfelf at the feet of the Tribune, and, bein 
rudely fpurned on the ground, happened to drop his ring, the badge 
of Roman nobility; the fpectators were moved; Lelius Balbus, 
another of the Tribunes, interpofed, and, with the general appro- 
bation of the People, commanded the procefs to flop \. 

The other profecutions neverthelefs were continued' againft Gabi- 



b 



nius. One before the Prsetor Alfius, in which, though the majority 
of the judges voted to acquit, there were twenty-two, out of li- 
ve nty, who voted guilty s . Another before Cato, on a charge of 
depredation in his province, to the amount of quater millies, four 
hundred millions Roman money, or about three millions fterlingj in 



5 Cicero ad Qainu frat. lib. iii, 
c Ibid. lib. iii. 

8 



* Val. Max. lib. viii. c. i. 

8 Cicero ad Att» lib. iv. ep. 16, 
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this laft was condemned, and forced into exile. At this trial, Pom- 
pey and Csefar continued to employ their influence in his favour. 
And Cicero, although he had hitherto treated Gabinius as the author 
of his own exile, being reconciled to Pompey and Csefar, no longer 
continued at variance with a perfon, who had been no more than 
their tool or inflruinent in procuring his misfortunes, and conde- 
fcended, on this occafion, though ineffectually, to plead his caufe 9 . 

The approaching elections gave rife to competitions and intrigues 
more connected with the ftate of the republic, . and more an indica- 
tion of the manners which then prevailed. The poorer citizens 
came to depend for their fubfiftence on. the diftributions of corn and 
other gratuities, which were made or procured. by thofe who courted 
popularity, or who afpired to the offices of State. Corruption be- 
came every day more flagrant and lefs difguifed ; and the laws 
againft bribery were lofing their force for want of perfons to pro- 
fesute a- crime.,, of which fo many, either wifhed to reap the benefit, 
or which many were fo ftrongly tempted to commit. To fupply this 
defect, Cato moved in the Senate, That every one elected into office 
Ihould be fubjected to an inqueft, even. if no one mould profecute. 10 ; 
and actually obtained an edict, requiring . the ordinary judges, that 
were named for trials within the year, to tike cognizance of the 
means by which candidates fucceeded to office ; and to fet thofe afidc 
whp were found, to have incurred the penalties of. corruption". The 
Tribunes, interpofed their negative,, or fufpended the effect of this 
refolution, until an act of the People mould be obtained to confirm it. 
The propofal gave great offence to the parties concerned ; and Cato, 
being attacked by the populace, narrowly efcaped with his life. He 
afterwards, in a full afTembly of the more refpectable citizens, was 

favourably heard on this fubject. But Terentius, one of the Tribunes, 



9 Dio. lib. xxxix. c. 63. Cicero ad Quint* 10 Plutarch. Cicero ad Att. lib. iw ep. 16. 
frat.. lib, iii, ep. 1 & 3. 11 Cicero ad At:, lib. iv. ep. 16. 

ftiii 
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K ftill periilting in his negative, this attempt to reftrain the corrupt 

practices of thofe who canvafled for office had no effect. 

The candidates themfelves, in the mean time, if each could have 
trufted the- laws for reftraining others, as well as himfelf, from the 
practice of giving money ; or if any number of them could have 
relied upon an agreement to be entered into among themfelves to re- 
frain from it, would, it is probable, have been glad to be relieved 
from an abufe which rendered their pretenfions fo expenfive and fo 
precarious. Moved by thefe confiderations, candidates for the 
office of the Tribune entered into an agreement not to bribe, and 
depofited each a fum of money 13 in the hands of Cato, to be for- 
feited by any perfon who fhould be found a&ing in contravention to 
their treaty One of them, however, was detected in giving money, 
and accordingly forfeited his pledge. 

In the competition for the Confulate, corruption was carried to the 
greateft excefs. An office ^ as opened, at which the candidates dealt 
out money to the People, who came in the order of their Tribes to 
receive it A gratuity of ten millions of fefterces n , was offered to 

any perfon who fhould fecure the vote of the firft Century, or, as it 
was called, the Prerogative The demand for money to be employed 
in this fpecies of traffic became fo great, that by the firft of July in- 
tereft rofe from four to eight per cent. '\ All the four candidates, 
Memmius, M. Scaurus, Cn. Domitius, and M. Meffala, mutually 
raifed profecutions for bribery againft each other; and in the 
courfe of thefe tranfacYions, it appeared that Caius Memmius, once 
a vehement pardzan of the Senate, had made his peace with Cfffar, 
and was now fupported by his party at Rome. 

,& Quingena, 500,000 Roman rnonej a- ,a Ad Att. lib. iv. ep. 17. 
bout 4000 1. 15 About 8c,oool. 

" Plutarch. Cicero ad An. lib. iv. ep. 15. 14 Ad Quint, frat. lib. ii. ep. 15. Idibus 

2d Quint, frat. lib. ii. c. 12. quintilibus tonus fuit beffibus ex triente. 
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Memmius, it may be remembered, having been Prxtor at the ex- 
piration of Cazfar's Confulate, brought a charge of high mifdemean- 
our in office againft him. And Cxfar appeared for fome time to refent 
this attack ; but was in reality as little to be diverted from his pur- 
pofe by refentment, as he was by affedion, and knew how to choofe 
his friends from among thofe who had the refolution to provoke, as 
well as from among thofe who inclined to ferve him. Cadar ac- 
cordingly made ufe of this opportunity to feparate Memmius from 
the reft of his enemies, and by his means brought to light a fcene of 
corruption, in which Memmius himfelf, with other profefTed fup- 
porters of the Senate, had been concerned, and which furnimed 
Czefar, and the fuppofed popular party, with a great triumph againft 
thefe pretenders to purity and public virtue. 

It appeared that, among other irregulatities at Rome in the 
adininiftration of government, even laws, and fuppofed ads of the 
Senate or People, could be forged or furreptitioufly obtained. The 
prefent Confuls, Cn. Domitius, Ahenobarbus, and Ap. Claud. Pul- 

cher, entered into a compact with two of thofe who were candidates 
to fucceed them, Caius Memmius and C. Domitius Calvinus : the 

two firft, to fecure their own nomination to lucrative provinces at 
the expiration of their Confulfhip ; the two others now {landing 
for this office, to fecure their eledions. The parties agreed to forge 
an edid of the Senate and of the People, fixing the confular pro- 
vinces. And a fum of money was depofited by the candidates in the 
hands of the Confuls, to be forfeited, if they did not fupport this 
forgery, with the evidence of three Augurs, who mould vouch for 
the pailing of the law in the afTembly of the People, and two Se- 

■ 

nators of confular dignity, who fhould fwear they were prefent when 
this allotment of provinces was confirmed by the Senate, although 

it was notorious that no meeting of the Senate had been held for this 
purpofe. 

Memmius 
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Mem mius being gamed by the parties of Caefar and Pompey, was 
perfuaded to facrince his own reputation, in yorder to ruin that cf 

Domitius Ahenobarbus. He laid this ftrange agreement, which had 
been drawn up in writing, together with the bonds which had been 
granted upon it, before the Senate. Appius Claudius braved the 
detection ; but Ahenobarbus, profefling himfelf to be of a party which 
contended for purity and reformation of manners, incurred much 
difgrace and reproach. 

From this tranfaction it mould appear, not only that the aflemblies 
of the People were extremely irregular and tumultuary, and might 

be made up of fuch perfons as were by any party purpofely brought 

to the Comitium ; but that even the meetings of the Senate might 
be packed ; that their proceedings were carelefly recorded, and 
might be eaiily forged. The numbers required to form a Comi- 
tium or aflerably of the People not being fixed, any convention of 
perfcns brought from any part of Italy, occupying the ufual place 
cf affembly, might take upon them the defignation and powers of 
the Roman People ; and as the fluctuating fovereignty of the People 
by this means pafled from one party to another, its orders were 
often furreptitious and contradictory, and every law might be con- 
fidered as the mandate of a party or faction, not as the wall of the 
community J \ Great as thefe diforders were, " there were at all times 
numerous parties who had an interefl in the continuance of them ; 
and the age, though fufFering under the moft grievous aljufes, was 
fill] more averle to the neceflary reformations. 

■ 

The infamy of this recent tranfaction produced a delay of the 
elections, until the term of the prefent Confuls in office was ex- 
pired. An interregnum accordingly enfucd. The partizans of 

Pompey hinted the neceflity of naming a Dictator. He himfelf 

15 Dion CaGus, lib. xxxix. c. 65. 

affected 
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affected great referve, in expectation tliat when the prefent troubles 
came to their height, the powers neceflary to fupprcfs them would, 
by general confent, be prefled into his hands. 

In the mean time Cfffar, whofe councils had fo great a fhare in 
determining thefe events, was detained in the northern parts of 
Gaul, and was obliged, contrary to his ufual practice, to pafs the 
whole winter on this fide of the Alps, On his return from Britain, 
finding that the harvefl in Gaul had been unfavourable, he was tempted, 
in order to facilitate the fubfiflence of his army, to extend his 
quarters much farther than had been his ordinary practice. Labi- 

i i 

enus, with one divifion, was fent to the Mofelle ; Titurius Sabinus, 

with another, to the neighbourhood of the Meufe, near to what 
are now the diftricts of Liege and Maeflricht. Quintus Cicero was 
polled on fome of the branches of the Scheld or the Sambre, in the 
county of Hainault. And the whole army, by this difpofition, ex- 
tended from the Seine to the Meufe about Maeflricht, and from the 
fea to the neighbourhood of Treves. The diftance at which the polls 
were placed from each other being obferved by the natives, who ftill bore 
with impatience the intrufion and usurpation of thefe ftrangers, tempted 
them to form a defign againft each of the quarters apart, and by cutting 
them off, to rid their country for ever of thefe imperious and infatiable 

guefts, who acted as proprietors in every territory on which they 1 
were received, and branded every act of refiftance to their unjuffc 

ufurpation with the name of defection and rebellion. 

In execution of this defign, Ambiorix, leader of the nations which 
were fituated in the angle, above the confluence of the Meufe and 
the Rhine, and round the quarters of Sabinus, which arc fup- 
pofed to have been at a place which is now called Tongres, fuddenly 
prefented himfelf with a numerous body, before the Roman ilation • 
and endeavoured to force the intrenchment ; but being repulfedj 
had recourfe to an artifice in which he fucceeded. Affecting a great 
Vol. II. N n regard 
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regard for the Romans, he defired that he might have an oppoiv 



umtv to communx 



importance* An officer being fent to him upon this requeft, he pre- 
tended to difclofe, with the utmoft regret, a fecret defign formed 
by the Gauls to cut off the Roman army ; gave notice that a great 
body of Germans had already pafled the Rhine to join in the exe- 
cution of this defign ; that he himfelf had been very much averfe to 
the projed ; but had been obliged to give way to the popular impe- 
tuofity of his countrymen, which he could not rcfift; that all he 

could do was to warn the Romans of their danger, to the end that 
they might, in the moft effectual manner, confult their own fafety. 



their 



neareft 



hinder 



tate for any time, or wait till the Germans arrived, it would no 



longer be in his power to avert the ftorm witk which they were 
threatened. 

This admonition, even from an enemy, after a long debate in the 
council of war, determined Sabinus to quit his prefent firuation. He 
accordingly began a march of fifty miles towards the c^uarers of 
Quintus Cicero. And falling into a mare, which the treacherous 
chieftain had laid for him, perifhed,. with an intire. legion and five 

cohorts, of whom the greater part were put to the fword. Some 
got back to the nation they had left, but finding no fecurity in that 
place, killed themfelves in deipair. A very few efcaped, by the 

woods , to Labienus on the Mofelle. 

The natives, thus encouraged by the fuccefs of their firft operation,, 
pufhed on to the quarters of Quintus Cicero, armed and aflembled 
the country as they pafled, and arrived with fuch expedition, that 
they intercepted all the parties which were abroad in fearch of wood,. 

provifioas, or forage, and made £b unexpected an attack on the 

Roman 
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Roman ftation, as left Cicero fcarcely time lufficient to man his in- c H M A 
trenchments. They renewed the artifice which they had praftifed <— J 
with fo much fuccefs againft Sabinus. But Cicero, though unac* 

quainted with the manner in which that officer had been betrayed, de- 
termined to remain in his camp, and as foon as poffible to give inti- 
mation of his danger to Caefar. For this purpofe he ftrengthened his 
poft with additional works, and publifhed a reward to the firft 
perfon who fliould fucceed in carrying intelligence to the neareft 

quarter of the Roman army. 

The enemy being about fixty thoufand men, formed a circle, 
facing to the centre, quite round the Roman intrenchment ; and, the 
more effectually to cut off all communication of fupplies or intelli- 
gence from without, effected a line of circumvallation, confifting of 

a ditch fifteen feet wide, and a breaftwork eleven feet high, extend- 
ing over a circumference of fifteen miles ,5 . In this work, being un- 
provided with intrenching tools, they were obliged to cut the turf 

with their fwords. But having begun it by a fufficient number of 

hands in all its parts at once, they, according to Caefar's account, 

completed the whole in three hours. 

From this line, which they formed by the direction of fome Ita- 
lian deferters, they made regular approaches to the Roman intrench- 
ment; and having puihed their turrets quite up to the ditch, threw, 
l>y means of their flings, red hot bullets and burning darts into the 
thatch with which the huts of the camp were covered; fet them on 
lire ; and, in the midft of the confufion which arofe from this cir- 

cumftance, endeavoured to fcale the palifade and the parapet. 

While Cicero continued, with great ability and courage, to with- 
ftand thefe attacks, the perfons who endeavoured to carry the tidings. 

of his fituation to Ca?far were repeatedly intercepted, and cruelly, 

tortured, to deter others from renewing the fame attempt. The in- 

*« Cafar de Bell Galico, lib. v. c. 4a. 
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telligence, however, by means of a native Gaul, who, availing 
himfelf of the drefs, manners, and language of his country, paffed 

unobferved through the lines of the enemy, was at laft carried to the 

head-quarters of the Roman army. 

Cxfar, as ufual, trufting more to difpatch and rapid execution 
than to the numbers of his men, left a legion at Samarobriva 16 to 
guard his ftores, magazines, and baggage, and with two other le- 
gions, not exceeding feven thoufand men, being all that, without 
hazarding an improper delay, he could alTemble, haftened his march 
to the quarters of Cicero. He difpatched two meffengers, one to La- 

bienus, with orders, if poffible, to put the troops under his command 

in motion towards the Meufe, and another to Quintus Cicero himfelf, 

with hopes or alTurances of immediate relief. The firft mefTenger 
found Labienus befet with a numerous army of Gauls,, and therefore 

unable to move ; the other, having come to the foot of Cicero's in- 

trenchment, call the billet which contained the intelligence, wound up 
on the fliaft of a dart, againft one of the towers, where it ftuck, and 
hung for fome days unobferved ; but being found at laft, it was car- 
ried to Cicero, and gave notice of Caefar's approach, At the fame 
time the fire and the fmoke of his camp began to appear on the plain, 
and gave both, parties equal intimation of his coming. 

The Gauh, without delay, got in motion with all their force, and 
having abandoned their lines of circumvallation, advanced to meet 

Caziar. Cice -o fent him intelligence of this movement of the enemy. 

The armies arrived nearly at the fame time on the oppofite fides of 
a brook running in a hollow traft between fteep banks, which neither 
party in the prefence of the other could venture to pafs. 

Carfar, fuppofing that the great inequality of his numbers might 
infpire the Gauls with contempt, endeavoured, by exceeding his 
ufual caution, to feed their prefumption. He affected to chufe a ground 

? Amiens. 

that 
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that was fit to fecure his camp; and contracting its limits, crowd- ' c 
ed both his legions within the di mentions which were ufu ally- 
occupied by one. In this pofture he meant to await the effects of 
the enemy's temerity, or, if they declined pafling the brook, to avail 
himfelf of the fecurity they were likely to feel, and to attack them in 
their own camp by furprize. 

The event juftified Csefar in his firft expectation. The Gauls, truft- 
ing to the fuperiority of their numbers, thought they had nothing to 
dread but the efcape of their enemy ; and they accordingly pafTed the 
rivulet, with intention to force his lines. Inftead of defending his 

camp, he poured forth his army at once from all its avenues, and, 

with the advantage of a furprize upon thofe who came to attack him, 

and by the great fuperiority of the Romans, wlren mixed fword in 
hand with an enemy, routed, difperfed, or forced to lay down their 

armsj the greater part of this multitude which came to attack him 

with fo much ferocity and confidence^ 

By this victory Caefar not only relieved Quintus Cicero, whom he 
joined the- fame evening, but likewife difpelled the cloud which 
hung over the other quarters of his army y of which many had been 
at the fame time inverted by the natives. Thefe infurredtions, how- 
ever, which kept all the inhabitants of the low countries in motion, 
even in the moft unfavourable feafon, gave him the profpeft of an 
early and a bufy campaign, and fo much difconcerted the plan which 

he had formed for the winter, that he was hindered from making 

his ufual journey acrofs the Alps. 

During this neceffary ftay in Gaul, it does not appear that the 
interefls which Csefar commonly ftudied were fufTering in any con- 
iiderable degree at Rome. The civil government in the city was 
haftening faft to its ruin, and the longed fword was foon likely to 
decide the fovereignty of the empire. The office of Conful was unoc- 
cupied, and continued, to be fo from the beginning of January to the 

middle 
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middle of July. In all this time there was no adminiftration of 
juiHce 17 , nor any exercife of magiftracy, befides that of the interrex, 
who, during the five days of his appointment, was fuppofed to have 
no other object befides the elections of Confuls. This object was 
vainly attempted by every iiicceffive interrex. The popular tu- 
mults were fomented by the Tribunes who were in the intereft of 

Pompey ; and fome prodigy, or unfortunate prefage, was continu- 
ally alleged, to prevent the elections. The Senate ftriving to put 
an end to thefe diforders, even ventured to commit to prifon Q^Pora- 
peius Rufus, a Tribune, who feemed to be moll active in <liiturbing 
the public peace. The occafion feemed ripe for the execution of 
Pompey s defign 5 and accordingly another Tribune, Lucceiua Hirrus, 
known to be in the fecret of Pompey's intrigues, moved that he 
fliould be named Dictator '\ He himfelf, as ufual on fuch occafions, 
abfented himfelf from the affembly, and Hill kept it in his power to 

avow or difown the meafures of his creatures. 

This motion was ftrongly oppofed by Cato, and appeared to 
be extremely difagreeable to all the principal members of the Senate 
Pompey therefore thought proper to difclaim it, denied his having 
encouraged the Tribune to make it, and even refufed to accept of the 
Dictatorfhip ; adding, That he had been called to the exercife of 
great powers earlier than he himfelf had expected 5 and that he had 
always refigned his powers earlier than had been expected by any 
one elie '\ In this was expreffed the great object of Pompey'6 
ambition ; he preferred this point of eftima'tion to the pofTeiTion of 
power. The odium of the propofed meafure fell upon Lucceius Hirrus, 
the Tribune who moved it, and had nearly brought upon him a 
depofition or degradation from his office. Cato, willing to gain 

17 Plutarch, in Pompcio, p. 4S3. Ibid. 

41 PJatarch. in Pompeio. D. Con. Cicero 43 PJatarch, in Vit. Pompeii, 
cpii. ai Qaint. fiat. lib. iii. ep. 9, 
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Fompey, or to confirm him in the virtue he affumed, pronounced an CHAP. 




encomium on this ad of moderation, recommended the republic to 
his care, and encouraged him in the refolution he had taken, to prefer 
the eft e em of his fellow-citizens even to the power of difpofing of 
their lives and fortunes at his pleafure. Pompey from thenceforward 

joined with the Senate in' bringing on the elections ; and accordingly, 

after feven months interval of confuiion and anxiety, Cn. Domitius u - c - J 00 * 

Cn. Donu 

Calvinus and M. Valerius Meffala were chofen and entered on office Caivinus, 

, * r t \ M. Val. 

in the month ot July.. Meffala, CofH 

While Pompey was endeavouring, by his intrigues in the city, to 
make a fpecies of monarchy in his own perfon appear to be necef- 

fary, Cxfar was in fad: providing himfelf with the only means which> 
in fo diftraded a ftate,. can either acquire or preferve fuch a power. 
He was joining three additional legions to the eftablimment of his 
province ; and, under pretence of his late lofs on the Meufe, or of 
his fears of a general defedion in Gaul, he had the addrefs to bring 
into his own fervice a legion which had been recently formed in Italy 
under the commiffion of Pompey; Thefe he now borrowed, and 
cither aduatly debauched,, or rendered of doubtful fidelity, if ever it 
mould be propofed to recall or employ them againft himfelf 

While he took thefe meafures for the augmentation of his forces, 
and before the end of winter,, having intelligence that the Nervii, or 
the inhabitants of the county of Hainault,. held frequent confut- 
ations together, and were about to take arms, he determined to pre- 
vent them j and for this purpofe, with four legions drawn from the 
neareft quarters, he marched into their country,, and,, without meet- 
ing with any oppofition, deftroyed their habitations, moved away 
their cattle, and made many prifoners. He continued thefe feverities 
until the natives,, reduced to great diftrefs, implored his mercy, and 
gave hoftages for their future fiibmiffion.. 
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'Having, in the courfe of this winter, called the nations of Gaul to a 
general convention at an ifland in the Seine he began the opera- 
tions of the following fummer by punifliing fome of the cantons " 
w ho had abfented themfelves from that affembly, and who, by this 

act of diirefpect, had incurred his refentment, or given him fufpicion 
of holtile intentions. The principal object of the campaign, however, 
was the puiuthment of Ambiorix and his countrymen, by whom, 
as has been related, Sabinus, with a legion and five cohorts, had 
been circumvented and cut off in the beginning of the preceding 
winter. 

As the Romans fcarcely appear to have conceived that any people 
had a right to withftand their invafions, and treated as rebellion every 

attempt a nation once vanquilhed made to recover its liberties, Csiar 
ilates it as Jieceffary for the credit of the Roman army, for the fe- 
curity of their quarters, and for preventing fuch acts of fuppofed 

perfidy for the future, that the fubjects of Ambiorix fhould fuffer an 

examplary punifhment. To fecure this effect, he projected two ex- 
peditions ; one to the right and the other to the left of this enemy's 

country, with intention to preclude them from any retreat or afliftance 
on either fide. He penetrated into the woods and marfhes of .Bra- 
bant, or on the left of the Meufe, and obliged the inhabitants to 
come under engagements not to aflifi or harbour his enemies. 

From thence, ftill avoiding to give any alarm to the nation which 
was the principal object of thefe operations, and having formerly 
fent his baggage under an efcort of two legions to the Mofelle, lie 
now followed in the fame direction with the whole army ; and find- 
ing that Labienus had, by a recent victory, vanquifhed all his enemies 
in that quarter, he continued his march to the Rhine, conftructed a 
bnd^ on that river a little way higher up than the place at which 

N'c* Park. « The Senones and Carnutcs. 
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lie had formerly parted it, and once more fet foot upon German C Ha p. 
ground. 

The Suevi, and other great migrating nations of that continent, 
having moved to the eaftward, leaving nothing behind them but 
defarts, on which no army could fubfift, he contented himfclf with 
exa&ing hoftages from the Ubii and other contiguous nations, to 
fecure their neutrality, or rather to make fure of their concurrence 

in the future operations of the war. And with thefe pledges he re- 
paffed the Rhine, broke down part of his bridge, and left a guard 
of twelve cohorts properly intrenched to fecure the remainder. 

From thence he fent forward his cavalry, with orders to make 
quick and filent marches into the countries between the Rhine and 
the Meufe, and himfelf followed with the infantry. Hitherto Am- 
biorix and his countrymen, who were the principal objects of all 

thefe operations, had taken no alarm, and had enjoyed fuch perfect 
fecurity, that the leader himfelf, upon the arrival of Csefar s horfe, 
narrowly efcaped, and had no more than time, by a general inti- 
mation, to warn his people to confult their own fafety. They ac- 
cordingly feparated, part hid themfelves in the contiguous marines, 
others endeavoured to find refuge with fome neighbouring nations, 
or fled to the iflands that were formed at the confluence of the Meufe 
and the Rhine. 

Cxfar, as if he had been forming a party of hunters, feparated his 
army into three divifions ; fent Labienus with one divifion to purfue 
thofe who fled to the confluence of the two rivers ; Tribonius with 
the fecond up the courfe of the Meufe ; and he himfelf, in purfuit of 
Ambiorix, directed his march to the Scheld. His orders were, that 
each divifion mould put all they met to the fword, and calculate 

their time fo as to return to the place, of general rendezvous in feven 
days. 

Vol. II. 0 o To 
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To render this execution the more complete, all the neighbouring 
nations were invited to partake in the rpoils of a country that was 
doomed to deftrucYion. Among the parties who were allured by this 
invitation, two thoufand German horfe had pafled the Rhine, anil 

continued to ravage all before them in a body. Caefar, in making a 
difpofirion for his prefent march, had lodged the whole baggage of 
his army at the Ration (fuppofed to be Tongres), which in the pre- 
ceding winter had been fortified for the quarters of Sabinus. Here 
the works being ftiil intire, he left a guard with his baggage under 

the command of Quintus Tullius Cicero. 

The Germans, in the prefent inftance, knowing no diftinttion of 
friend or enemy, ceafed to plunder the natives of the country, and 
turned all their thoughts on feizing the baggage of the Roman army. 
Their coming was fo little expected, that the traders and furriers 
who had erected their flails and difplayed their merchandife, as ufual, 

without the intrenchment, had no time to fave their effe&s. Num- 
bers of Cicero's baggage-guard were abroad in fearch . of forage. 
The remainder with difficulty manned the avenues of their poft, and 
muft have been forced, if the foragers, upon hearing the noife 

wirh which the Germans began the attack, had not returned to their 
relief, and forced their way through the enemy, who, miftaking 
them for the vanguard of Car far s army, thought proper to confult 

their own fafety by an immediate flight 

Csefar, upon his return to the poft at which he had left his bag- 
gage, cenfured the officer commanding the guard for having divided 
his party, and for having omitted, on the fuppofition of any degree of 
fecuriry whatever, any part of the precautions ufual upon fuch a duty. 
He proceeded to complet? the, revenge he had projected againft the 
unhappy followers of Ambiorix, with fending parties in every di- 
rection to burn every houfe, and lay wafte every field that had been 

formerly fpared or overlooked 5 and this being done on the approach 

of 
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of winter, made the deftruction complete, as the few who efcaped 
the fword were certain to perifli by famine", or by the afperity of 
the feafon. 

Cxfar having in this manner made an example, which he fuppofed 
was to overawe all the nations of that neighbourhood, he withdrew 
with his army from a country in which he had made it - impoflible 

for any numbers of men to fubfift j and having ftationed two of his 

legicns on the Mofelle, and the remainder on the Marne, on the 
Seine, and the Loire, he himfelf haftened into Italy, where all his 

views and preparations ultimately centred. The fcene of political 

intrigue, in which Crafius had hitherto bore a part with Pompey 

and himfelf, was now, in confequence of recent events on the other 

extremity of the empire, about to undergo a great change, that was 
likely to affect the conduct of all the parties concerned. 

In the fpring, CrafTus had taken the field on the frontier of Syria, 
with feven legions, four thoufand horfe, and an equal number of 
light or irregular troops. With this force he paffed the Euphrates, 
was joined by an Arabian chieftain, who is mentioned by hiftorians 

under different names, of Acbanis 13 or Ariamnes, in whom, on ac- 
count of his fuppofed knowledge of the country, the Roman general 

had placed great confidence. Here he expected likewjfe to have 
been joined by Artabazes, King of Armenia; but Orodes, now on 
the throne of the Parthians, prevented this junction, by invading the 
kingdom of Armenia in perfon, while he left Surena, a young war- 
rior of great reputation, in Mefopotamia, to oppofe the Romans. 

CrafTus intended to have followed the courle of the Euphrates to 
where it approaches nearcft to Seleucia and Ctefiphon, the capital 
of the Parthian kingdom ; but was difluaded by Ariamnes, who pre- 
vailed on him to direct his march eaftward on the plains to meet 
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Surena, as not in a condition to oppofe him. Some parties too, 

that were advanced to examine the country, reported that they had 

been on the trad of departing cavalry, but that no enemy was any 

where to be feen. Thus CrafTus was. induced to quit the Euphrates, . 

and, agreeably to the directions of his guide, took the route of Came 

eafhvard. This place he fortified, in. his way, and .occupied with a 
garrifon. Erom thence, in a few marches,, he arrived in fandy and 

barren plains, without trees, herbage, or water. While the army, 

though difcouraged by thefe appearances, /till continued its march, a 

few horfemen belonging to the advanced guard returned to the main 

body with figns of terror,, and. brought an account that their divifion 
had been mrrounded by numerous bodies of. horfe, and to a few cut 

off. That the enemy were advancing apace,. and muft- foon appear. 

CrafTus at firft fearing to be outlined by the enemy,, extended his 

front as far as he poffibiy could ; but recollecting that the Parthians 

were all on horfeback, and by the rapidity of their motions might 
eafily gain either, or both his flanks, fo that it was proper to prefent x 
front in every direction, he changed his diipofition . from a line to a 

fquare, having his cavalry on the angles- 

The Roman army being thus compacted,, the Parthians appeared* 
oa every fide, came within reach of an . arrow fhot, and galled them 
without interraifhon. The weapons of the Romans, in this fituation, 

availed them nothing ; even the fhield could not cover them from 
arrows, that fhowered from every quarter,, and in many different 
directions. They flood however in their place with forae degree of 
courage, in hopes that the quivers of the Parthians muft foon be ex- 

haufted, and that this enemy would be obliged either to join them in 

clofe fight, or to retire. But they found themfelves deceived in this- 

expectation, obferring that the enemy had a herd of camels in then: 
rear, loaded with arrows, and that the quivers of thofe in the front 

were continually repleniflied from thence. At the fame time Ari- 

amnes, 
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amnes, the Arabian, deferted, and was perceived to go over to the enemy. 
The defertion of this traitor, by difcovering that his pretended at- 
tachment, and his council, which had been unhappily followed, was 
only a piece of barbarous treachery to draw the army into its prefent 
fituation, completed the general difcouragement which the Romans 
had already begun to feel. They crowded together in defpair, and 

✓ 

opprelTed with heat and thirft,"or ftifled with duft, they continued 
for a while, like beafts caught in a fnare, to prefent an eafy prey to 
their enemies. 

In this extremity, Craffiis determined to make an effort with his 
cavalry to drive the enemy fo far off, as not to be able to reach his 

infantry with their arrows. His fon Publius accordingly formed the 
Roman horfe into one body, and made- a general charge; The Par- 
tisans gave way in feeming diforder. The young man advanced 
with great impetuofity as againft a- flying enemy, and in hopes of 
completing his victory : but the Parthrans, under cover of the duft 

which every where arofe, inftead of flying before him, as he fup- 
pofed, were, actually turning on his flanks, and even falling behind 
him to encompafs his rear. The legions at the fame time, happy to 
be relieved from the attack of the enemy, quitted their ground, and 

for a little refumed their march, which enabled the Parthians the 
more effectually to furround the horfe ; but the father, recollecting 

the danger to which he expofed his fon, again prevailed on them to 
halt. In this fituation, a few of the horfe arrived, with accounts 
that they had been furrounded, that CrafTus, the fon, was flain, and 
the whole cavalry cut off, except a few who efcaped to the father 
with thefe melancholy tidings. 

Night, however, was faff approaching, and the Parthians, on a- 
fudden, withdrew, fenfible that their way of fighting would expofe 
them to many difadvantages in the dark. It was always their prac- 
tice to retire at night to a confiderable diftance from the enemy 

whom* 
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whom they had harafled by day, and upon thefe occafions they 
generally fled like an army defeated, until they had removed fo far, 
as to make it fafe for them to pafture their horfes, and to ftore up 
their arms. Craflus apprifed of this practice, took the benefit of the 
night to continue his retreat, and abandoning the iick and wounded 
of his army, made a confiderable march before it was day. But the 

advance he had gained, was not fufficient to hinder his being over- 
taken by the fame enemy, and again involved in the fame diftrefe. 
Having his defeats and his. flights renewed on every fucceeding day, 
he arrived at iaft at the poft which he had fortified at Came, and 
there found fome refpite from the attacks of the enemy. At this 
place, however, it was not poflible to make any confiderable (lay, 

as the whole prcvifions of the army were loft or confumed, and fuch 
Supplies as the country around might have furnilhed, were entirely 
in the power of the enemy. Nor was it convenient to depart imme- 
diately. The moon was then at the full, and night was almoft as 
favourable to the Parthhns as day. In thefe circumftances, it was 
determined to wait for the wain of the moon, and then, if poffible, 

to elude the enemy again by marches in the night. 

In this interval, the army mutinied againft Craflus, and offered the 
command to Caius CaiTms ; but he, although defired even by Craflus 
himfelf, declined to accept of it \ The troops of confequence no 

longer obeyed any command, and fcparated into two bodies. The 
firft went off by the plains on the neareft way into Syria : the other 
took the route of the mountains ; and if they could reach them be- 
fore the enemy, hoped to efape into Cappadocia or Armenia. The 

nrft diviiion was accompanied or commanded by Caflius, who, 
though with confiderable lofs, led them back into Syria. The other, 
with Craflus himfelf, was purfued by Surena, and harafled on every 

** Dio. lib. iv. c. 28. 
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ground where the Parthian horfe could ply on their flank or their c 
rear. Being expofed to frequent lofies, they fuffered a continual di- 
munition of their numbers, and were not likely to be long in condi-- 
tion to avoid the enemy, or make any reliftance. 

Surena, apprehending that thele remains of the Roman army might 
gain the mountains before lie could force them to furrender, fent a 
deputation to Cralius, propofmg at fome intermediate place, between 

the two armies, a conference, to which each mould bring a ftipulated 
number of attendants. While this mefTage was delivering, Surena 
himfelf appeared at a little diftance on an eminence, waved with his 
hand, and in token of peace, unbent his bow.' Graflus diftrufting 
the faith of this barbarous enemy, who was fuppofed to hold per- 
fidy lawful, as a ftratagem of war, declined the conference ; but his 
troops, weary of continual fatigue and danger,, and flattering them- 
felves that by an accommodation an end might be fpeedily put to 
their fufFerings, expreffed fuch a defire of the conference, as their 

general, in this fituation, could not fafely wkhftand- He put himfelf 

therefore, with a few friends, under the diredion of Surena's mef- 

fengers, and fubmhted to be led to their general j but on the way, 
finding himfelf treated 'as a prifoner> he refufed to proceed, and hav_ 
ing made fome refiftance, was flain. The army feparated into fundry 
divifions, a few efcaped into Armenia or Syria y the greater part fell 

into the enemy's hands *\ 

Thus died Craflus, commonly reputed a rare inftance of ambition, 
Joined with avarice, and a mean capacity. It is not to be doubted, 
that in point of ambition he even- rivaled Pompey and Csefar \ and 
it is probable, therefore, that his avarice was merely fubfervient to 
this paffion. It is quoted, as a faying of his, that no man who 
afpired to a principal place in the republic fhould be reputed rich, 



» Dio. Caff. lib. xl Plutarch in Craft 
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urilefs he could maintain an army at his own expence 15 . Such was 
the ufe of wealth, which, in place of equipages, horfes, and dogs, 
occurred to a rich man of that age at Rome. Gf his capacity 
we cannot form a high opinion, either from the judgment of his 
contemporaries, or from his own condud * 7 . -It -appears indeed, 
that he owed his confequence more to his wealth, than to his genius 
or perlbnal qualities of any kind. On account of his wealth, pro- 
bably, he was confidered by Cajfar and Pompey a6 a perfon, who, if 
neglected by them, might throw a weight into the feale of then- 
enemies ; and he w r as admitted into their councils, as a perfon fit to 
witnefs their tranfadions, and on occafion to hold the balance in 
iuipence between them. Thefe eircumftances placed him among 

the competitors for the principal influence at Rome, and makes his 
death an sera in the hiftory of thofe factions which were haftening 

to overwhelm the republic. -By this event, his affociates Csefar and 

Pompey, already disjoined by the difiblution of their family con- 
nection, were left to contend for the fuperiority, without an^ third 
perfon to hold this fpecies of balance between them... 

The calm which had fucceeded the late election of Confuls was 
but of Ihort duration. The time of electing their fucceffors was faft 
approaching, and the candidates Scipio, Milo, and Hipfseus, were 
already declared. Clodius, at the fame time, flood for the office of 

Prator. Scipio was by birth the fon of Metellus Pius, adopted 
into the Cornelian family by Scipio Nafica. His daughter, in con- 
fequence of this adoption, bearing the name of Cornelia, the widotf 
of young Craflus, was recently married to Pompey, who, upon this 
-connection, fupported Scipio, his father-in-law, in his pretenfions 

i 

i 

- 5 Cicero de oficiis, lib. i. c. 8. 

" 7 Is Igitcr mediocriter a dodrina inftruftus ; anguflius etiam a aatura, &c. Cicero de 
daris oratoribcj, c. 66. Ad Atticam, iib, iv. ep. 15. 
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to the Confulate, Milo had a powerful fupport from the fenate, 
in whofe caufc he hid retorted the arts and violences of the fedi- 
tious . demagogues againft themfelves. Clodius had great intereft 
with the populace, and from inveterate animofity to Milo and to his 
party, joined all his intereft with Scipio and Hypfaeus againft him. 

It is in the nature of human things to advance, in accumulating the 
good or evil to which they tend. Thefe competitors, in contending 

for the flreets and the ufual places of canvafling the people, joined to 
the former arts of diftributing money, and of exciting popular tu- 
mults, the ufe of an armed force, and a fpecies of military operations 
in the city. Three parties in arms every day paraded in different 

quarters of the town, and wherever they encountered, violence and 
bloodfhed generally followed. The oppofite parties of Hypfaeus and 
Milo had fought a battle in the Via Sacra ; many of both fides were 
killed, and the Conful Calvinus was wounded in attempting to quell 

the riot. \ . 

Thefe diforders fo long obftructed the ele&ions, that the term of 
the prefent Confuls in office expired, before the nomination of any 
lucceffors; and every legal power in the commonwealth being 
fufpended, the former -ftate of anarchy, with accumulating diffrac- 
tions, again enfu'ed. The Senate, and the other friends of Milo, 
would gladly have haftenedthe ele&ions, but were hindered by the par- 

tizans of the other candidates. The populace too enjoying thisfeafon 
of gratuities, of entertainments, and of pubiick fhews, in which the 
competitors .continued to wafte their fortunes, were glad to have 
the canvas prolonged **. 

When the Senate propofed to have recourfe to the remedy ufual in 
fuch diforders of the ftate, by naming an Interrex, the only title under 
which any perfon could prefide in reftoring the magriftracy by an 

" 8 Psdianus in Argument. Orat. pro Milone, 
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election of Confute, they were forbid by the Tribune Munatius 

Plancus, who was fiippofed to co-operate with Pompey in fome de- 
fign, to be favoured by deferring every meafure that was propofed 

for the reftoration of order. 

In the midft of this fcene, which kept the minds of men in fear 
of fome general calamity, an accident happened, which brought the 

diforder to a height, and forced every party to accept of a remedy. 
On the 13th of the kalends of February, or the 20th of January, 
Milo going to Lanuvium, a town about fifteen miles from Rome, 
of which he was chief magiftrate, about three o'clock in the after' 
noon, met with Clodius returning from his country feat at Aricia. 
Milo was in a carriage with his wife Faufta, the daughter of Sylla, 
and a friend Fufius. He had a numerous efcort, amounting to fome 

hundreds of fervants in arms, and, in particular, was attended by two 
noted gladiators, Eudamus and Birria. Clodius was on horfeback, 
with a retinue of thirty fervants likewife in arms. It is likely that 

this encounter was altogether accidental ; for the companies continued 
on their way without any difturbance, till Birria, the gladiator, un- 
willing to pafs without giving fome fpecimen of his calling, as he 

flxaggled a little behind his party, quarrelled with fome of the 
followers of Clodius. A fray enfued : Clodius himfelf returned to 
quell it, or to punifh the authors of it 5 but meeting with, little refpeel: 
among the gladiators, received a wound in the fhoulder, and was 
carried to be drefled in the inn at Bovillse, near to which place the 
difturbance began. Milo being told of what had paiTed, likewife re- 
turned to the place ; and thinking it fafer to end their quarrels there, 
than await the revenge of an enemy thus provoked, who would not 
fail, at the head of his fadion in the city,, to roufe the fury of the 
populace againft him, encouraged his people to purfue their advan- 
tage : they accordingly forced their way into the inn, dragged Go- 

a dius 
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dious from thence, and having killed him, and difperfed all his fol- 
lowers, left him dead of many wounds in the highway. 

Sextus Tedius, a Senator, happening to pafs, put the body into 
his own carriage, and fent his fervants with it to Rome. They ar- 
rived before fix at night, and proceeding dire&ly to the houfe of the 
deceafed, which flood on the Palatine hill over the Forum, laid the 
corpfe in the veftibule. 

The fervants of the family, and multitudes from the Greets imme- 
diately crowded to fee this fpedacle. Fulvia, the wife of Clodius, 
flood over the body, and with loud lamentations uncovered and 
pointed out the wounds of her deceafed hufband. The cr< 



Q^Pomp 
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body naked to the market place, and there to leave it expofed to 
publick view on the Roftra ; and at the fame time accompanied this 
fpe&acle with inflammatory harangues to the people. 

Sextus Claudius, kinfman of the deceafed, foon after removed the 
body from the market-place to the Senate houfe, meaning to reproach 
the order of Senators as acceflbry to the murder. The populace, who 
ftill followed in great numbers, burft into the place, tore up the 
benches, and brought into a heap the materials, with the tables and 
delks of the clerks, the journals and records of the Senate, and hav- 
ing fet the whole on fire, confumed the corpfe on this extraordinary 

pile. The fire foon reached the roof, and fpread to the contiguous 
buildings, The Tribunes, Plancus and Rufus, who were all this 
while exhorting the people to vengeance, were driven from the 
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The fame perfons, by whom this fire had been kindled, repaired to 

the houfe of M. Lepidus, who, upon the firft alarm of an infurrec- 
tion, had been named Interrex, forced into the hall, broke down the 

images of the family anceftors, tore from the looms the webs, in 

weaving of which the induftry of Roman matrons was Hill em- 
ployed, and deftroyed what elfe they could reach. From thence, 
they proceeded to attack the houfe of Milo, but there met with a 
more proper reception. This houfe, during the riots, in which tiie 
matter of it had borne fo great a part, was become a kind of fortrefs, 
and, among the other provifions made for its defence, was manned 
with archers, who plied thofe who attacked it with arrows from the 

windows and terrace, in fuch manner as foon obliged them to 
withdraw. 

The rioters being repulfed from the houfe of Milo, crowded to the 
Temple, in which the Confute Fafces, dnring the Interregnum, 
were kept, feized them by force, and carried them to the houfesof 
Scipio and Hypfeus, the prefent popular candidates for the Confulate; 
thefe, without any other form of election, they preffed to aifume the 
enfigns cf Confular power. But not having prevailed in this pro- 
pofal, they proceeded to the houfe of Pompey, faluting him, with 
mixed fliouts of Conful or Dictator, according as they wimed him 
to affume the one or the other of thefe titles- or dignities. 

From this time, for fome days, an armed populace, mixed with 
flaves, continued, under pretence of fearching for Milo and his 'ad- 
herents, to pillage every place they could enter \ And the partialis 
of the candidates, Hypfeus and Scipio, thinking they had Milo at a 
difad vantage, befet the houfe of the Interrex \ and, though it was 
not cuftomary for the firft in this nomination to proceed to the elec- 
tions, they clamoured for an immediate affembly of the people for 

AppJan dc Bell. Civ. lib. ii\ 
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this purpofe. The party of Milo, though profeffing likewlfe to join 
the fame clamour for an immediate election, came to blows with 
their opponents, and protected the houfe and the perfon of the In- 
terrex from farther violence. 

Milo himfelf, who was at firft fuppofed to have fled or gone int 

exile, hearing of the excefles committed by the oppofite party, ant 

of the general inclination of the more fober part of the citizens tc 

check and difappoint their violence, ventured again to appear in the 

city, and at the head of his friends, renewed his canvafs. A fuc- 

cefiion of officers, with the title of Interrex, continued to be named 

at the expiration of every ufual term of five days ; but fuch was the 

confufion and diffraction of the fcene, that no election could be 
made. The Senate, under the greater!: alarm, gave to the' Interrex, 

and to the Tribunes of the People, to whom they joined Pompey, 
who by virtue of his proconfular commiffion as Purveyor of Corn for 

the People, held a public character in the State, the ufual charge 
given to the Confuls, to watch over the fafety of the republic. They 
even recommended to Pompey to make the neceffary levies throughout 
Italy, and to provide a military force to ad for the commonwealth, 
in reprefling the difordcrs which were committed by the candidates 
for office. 

Under the protection of fuch temporary expedients, to reftrain the 
violence with which all parties endeavoured to do themfelves juftice, 
fome applied for redrefs, in the way of profecution and civil fuit. 
The two Claudii, nephews of the deceafed Publius Clodius, de- 
manded that the Haves of Milo, or thofe of his wife Faufta, lhould 
be put to the torture, in order to force a difcovery of the manner in 
which their uncle was killed. The two Valerii, Nepos and Leo, 

with Lucius Herennius Balbus, joined in the fame demand. On the 
oppofite party, a like demand againft the flaves of the deceafed 
Publius Clodius was made by Cxi i us, one of the Tribunes ; and a 
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profecution for violence and corruption was entered by Manlius Cc- 
nianus againft Hypfeus and Scipio, the competitors of Milo, for the 
office of Conful. 

Milo, in anfwer to the demand that was made to have his flavcs 
put to the torture, pleaded that the perfons, now demanded as Haves, 
were a&ually freemen, he having manumitted them as a reward for 
their faithful fervices in defending his perfon againft a late attempt 
made by Clodius on his life. It was alleged, on the other hand, that 
they were manumitted to evade the law, to preferve them from the 
torture, and to fcreen himfelf from the evidence which they might 
In that manner be obliged to give. M. Caelius and Manlius Casnianm 



being Tribunes, and difpofed to favour Milo, had ventured to vin- 
dicate him to the People, and to load Clodius as the aggreffor, and 
the intended affafiin in the fray which coft him his life. Cicero too, 

with great zeal and courage, while the friends of Milo were- yet un- 
fafe in the ftreets, maintained the fame argument in the Senate, and 
before the people 33 . Milo, however, would have been glad to 
make a compofition; and as Pompey had all along, in the competi- 
tion for the Confulate, favoured not only Scipio but litewife Hyp- 
feus againft him, he offered to drop his pretenfion in favour of thofe 
candidates, if Pompey would agree to fupprefs the profecutions that 
were commencing againft him. To thefe propofals Pompey re- 
fufed to liften. He probably thought the election . fecure for his 
friends, and by affe&ing a zeal for juftice, hoped to -encreafe his au- 
thority with the people. 

The partizans of Pompey, in the midft of this wild and diforderly 
ftate of affairs, were bufy in renewing the cry which they had raifed 
an the former interregnum, that he mould be named Dictator, for 
the re-eitablifhment of order, and the reftoration of die public peace, 
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Such an extraordinary power had never been at any riffle more 
wanted in the republic ; but the times, in which it might be fafely 
applied, were no more. The name of Dictator recalled the me- 
mory of Sylla's executions, and it appeared to be uncertain againft 
whom they might now be directed. To avoid the title more than 
the power of Dictator, Bibulus moved in the Senate, that all the pre- 
fent candidates for the Confulate fhould be fet afide, and that the 
Interrex fhould affemble the people for the election of Pompey fole 
Conful. Cato, to the furprize of every body, feconded this motion. 
He obferved, that any magiftratfy was preferable to none, and that 
if the republic muft be governed by a (ingle perfon, none was fo fit 
for the charge as the perfon now propofed. Pompey being prefent, 
thanked Cato for this declaration of his efteem, and faid he would 
accept of the charge, in hopes of being aided by his council. Cato 
made anfwer, in terms, meant to be literally interpreted, but which, 
in other inftances of the fame kind, under an afpect of fullennefs, 
have been intended to flatter, That he meant no favour to Pompey, 
and deferved no thanks from him : that his intention was to ferve the 
republic. 

It was refolved, in terms of this motion, that Pompey fhould be 
prefented to the people as fole candidate for the office of Conful, and 
that after two months were elapfed, he might propofe any other can- 
didate to be joined in this office 31 with himfelf. The election was 
accordingly brought on by the Interrex Servius Sulpitius, on the 
twenty-fourth of February, and Pompey declared fole Conful 3X , with Pompey fore 
a commiffion from the Senate to arm, if neceffary, the inhabitant* 
of Italy, for the better eftablifhment of order in the city. 

The firft object of Pompey, in the high and unprecedented dignity 
tthieh was now conferred upon him, appears to have been the fram- 



31 Plutarch, in Vit. Pomp. & Catonis, Dio. lib. xl. 
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K ing of fome laws to reftrain for die future fuch diforders as had 
lately prevailed, and to bring criminals to juftiee. For thispurpofe, 
he obtained an ad to enforce the laws which already fubfifted againft 
violence and corruption ; and to regulate the form of proceeding in 
trials on fuch criminal accufations. 
By the regulations now fuggefted by Pompey, every trial was to 

end in four days. The examination of evidence might occupy the 
three firft ; the hearing of parties, and the judgment, the fourth* 
The profecutor was allowed two hours to fuppcrt his charge, and the 
defendant three hours to make his defence. The number of advo- 
cates was reftricted, and the ufe of commendatory characters prohi- 
bited 2 \ The Quefitor, or Judge Criminal, was to be chofen from 

among thofe who had held the office of Conful, and eighty judges or 
jurors were to be impannelled, and obliged to attend the trial. 
After the evidence and pleadings were heard, the parties were then 
allowed each to challenge or reject fifteen of the jury or judges, or 
five from each of the orders of which they were compofed ; and 

the court being thus reduced to fifty one, they were to be incloled and 
to give judgment **. 

Corruption was become fo frequent, and fo much a heceffary art 
in conducting elections, that it was difficult to find any one willing 
to profecute this crime. To remedy this defect, a claufe was enacted 

in the law of Pompey, by which any perfon formerly convicted of 
bribery, might obtain a remiflion of the penalties he had incurred 
by convicting any one other perfon of a crime equal, or by convid- 
ing two perfons, though of a crime lefs heinous than his own. B7 
thefe means, it was propofed that one conviction fhould produce mil 
more in fucceffion. That conviction, in every inftance, fhould be 
attended with infamy ; but that the pains of law fliould ultimately 
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reft only on fuch perfon as could not find another on whom to fliift 
the burden from himfelf 

Thefe regulations were made with a particular view to the trial of 
Milo, now arraigned on the ftatutes both of corruption, and of vio- 
lence or affafiination. The paffing of thefe laws was oppofed on this 
account by the friends of the accufed, who alleged, that they were 

not acts of legiflation, but acts of attainder, having a retrofpect to 
the cafe of a party concerned in a paft tranfaction. Cabins the 
Tribune, and Cicero, maintained this argument. Pompey replied 
with impatience, That if he were hindered to proceed in a legal way, 

he mould employ force 3 \ He appeared to entertain fome animofity 
againft Milo, fuch at leaft as they who love to govern, have to others 
who appear not to be eafily governed. He either had, or affected to 
have, apprehenfions of danger to his own perfon, confeffed or affected 
this apprehenfion in the Senate, and retired, as for fafety, to his own 
houfe in the fuburbs : there he retained, for the guard of his perfon, 
a party of armed men ; and there too, under the fame affectation of 

tvithdrawing from violence, he caufed the affemblies of the Senate to 
be held. 

The Ariftocratical or Senatorian party was much interefted in the 
prefervation of Milo : they had been frequently affailed by the popular 
rioters, who fet the laws at defiance ; and as the laws had not always 
been of fufficient force to protect their perfons, it was their intereft 

to protect thofe who, on occafion, had fet afide the laws in their 

defence. The argument, in equity, indeed was ftrong on the fide 
of Milo. During the late fufpenfion of government, the faction 
"were rather feparate parties at war, than fubjects enjoying the pro- 
tection, and amenible to the jurifdiction of any civil power what- 
ever. They who procured or prolonged this ftate of anarchy, were 
alone chargeable with the confluences. In this conteft, which could 

35 Dio. Caff. lib. xl, c. 52. ** Afcon. P*dian, in Argument. Orau pro Miloae. 
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not be maintained without force or violent meafures, the friends of fha 
republic and cf the Senate were badly circumftanced. They contended 
for laws, and a conftitution which might be turned againft the very 
irregularities which had been neceflary to their own prefervation, 

while the oppofite faction, if defeated, might claim the protection 

of forms, which they had endeavoured to fubvert. 

It would have been juft, perhaps, to- have clofed the late fcene of 

cowufion with a general indemnity, and to have taken precautions 
for the regular uninterrupted exercife of government in future. 

This, however, would not have calmed the refentments of thofe who 
were aggrieved, and Pompey determined to fignalize his government 

by a more fpecious appearance of juftice. Domitius Ahencbarbus 
was chofen commiffioner for the trial of Milo, on the charge of mur- 
der ; and the other judges, taken from among the moft refpectable of 
each order in the commonwealth, were impannelled in terms of ths 
late ftatute. The criminal was cited to anfwer this charge on the 
fourth of April ; and on the fame day, to anfwer a charge of cor- 
ruption brought againft him in the ordinary court of the Prxtor Man* 
lius. Marcellus appeared for him at the bar of the Prxtor, and pro- 
cured a delay until the other trial mould be ended; 

The court, it appears, was aiTembled in the Forum or open market 
place. There was a tribunal or bench railed in for the judges. 

The whole fpace was crowded with multitudes of people. The pro- 
fecutors began with examining Caffinius Schola, who had been in 
conmanv with Clodius when he was killed. This witnefs gave dir- 
reel: evidence to the fact, and exaggerated the atrocity of the crime. 

Marcellus would have crois-queftioned him; but the populace, and 
many others who aiTembled m the crowd who favoured the profecu- 
tion, railed a menacing cry, which alarmed the accufed and his 
counfc! fo much, that they claimed the protection of the court. 

They were accordingly received within the rails, and the judge ap- 
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plied to the Conful, who had taken his ftation near to the place of c H U A p - 
aflembly, ; in order to reftrain, by his prefence, any diforders that 
might aril j at the trial. Pompey, who was then attended only by 
his lienors, was himfelf likewife alarmed by that diforderly {hout, 
and faid, that, for the future, a proper force mould be provided lo 
keep the peace.. He accordingly, on the following day, filled every 
avenue, which led to the Forum, with men under arms ; and, 

upon fome tumult among the populace, gave an order that the place 
fliould be cleared. In the execution of this order numbers were 
killed. 

4 

Under the impreffion made by this vigorous exertion of power, the 
witneffes continued to be examined for two days without any difturb- 
ance. Among thefe the inhabitants of Bovillze, the family and relations 

of Clodius, and his wife Fulvia, were examined on the feveral circum- 

ftances that fell within their knowledge, and left no doubt remain- 
ing with refpect to the fact The minds of men «very day became 
more intent on the iflue : fo that, on the fourth day, when the 

parties were to plead, all other bufmefs was fufpended in the city ; 
the mops and offices were Ihut. 

There appeared for the profecutors Appius Claudius, M. Anto- 
mus, and Valerius Nepos. They began at eight, and fpoke till ten. 
For the defender appeared Q^Hortenfms, M. Marcellus, M. Calidius, 
Fauftus Sylla, M. Cato, and M. T. Cicero, of whom the Iaft only 
attempted to fpeak. Some were of opinion, that, as the fact was 
undeniable, it ought to be juftified on the plea of neceffity and public 
expedience. Cicero himfelf thought this too bold a plea, and there- 
fore chofe that of felf-defence, alleging that Clodius was the aggreffor, 
und intended to affaffinate Milo. It is remarked of this celebrated 
orator, that ;he began all his orations under confiderable folicitude 
and awe of his audience. On this occafion, when he flood up to 
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5 mies to himfelf, endeavoured to difconcert him with clamours and 
menacing cries. The unufual fight of military guards, commanded 
by an officer, who was fuppofed to be prejudiced againft his client, 
it is faid, fo far overcame and funk his fpirit, that he fpoke feebly, 
and concluded abruptly ; and that what he actually delivered was 
far mort of that mafterly oration which he compofed, and afterwards 
publiihed under the title of MuVs defence. 

The accufed however, even in this alarming fcene, flood at the bar 

with an undaunted countenance ; and while every one elfe, in imita- 
tion of the Senators, appeared in mourning, he alone appeared io 
an ordinary drefs. When judgment was given, and the ballots in- 
Ipe&ed, it appeared that, of the Senators, twelve condemned, and 

fix, or perhaps rather five, acquitted ; of the knights, thirteen con- 
demned, and four acquitted 5 of the Tribuni JJrarii, or reprefenta- 
tives of the Plebeian order, thirteen condemned, and three or four 

acquitted. And Milo, upon the whole, was condemned by thirty* 

eight, againft thirteen. 

Before fentence was pronounced, being ftill at liberty to withdraw, 

he retired into exile, and fixed his refidence at Marfeilles* Thither 

Cicero fent him a copy of an oration in his defence, compofed at 

leifure, as an effort of his eloquence, and a fpecimen of what could be 

urged in the caufe. The packet containing this writing, it feems, was 
delivered or read to Milo while he fet at dinner* " How lucky it 

" was," he faid, " that this oration was not actually fpoken, I 
w fhould not now have been eating thefe excellent fifh at Marfeilles xr ." 

Thefe marks of indifference make a ftri&ng contraft to the figure which 
Cicero himfelf had exhibited in his exile. If he could have thus 
triced with apparent or unmerited difgrace, that fingle addition of 
constancy and force to his character would have undoubtedly placed 
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Jiim as high in the order of ftatefmen, as, by the other parts of his c 
chara&er,, he ftands in the lift of ingenious men and virtuous ci- 
tizens. 

Milb was likewife foon after condemned, in abfence, by the Prator, 
upon a charge of bribery and xorruption. Some of his competitors, . 
particularly Hypfaeus and Scipio, were brought to trial for the lame 
offence. The Tribune Munatius Plancus and Pompeius Rufus were, 
at the expiration of their office, tried and coidemned for the lhare 
they had in the fire which confumed the Senate-houfe, and in the 

afTauIt which was committed on. the. houfe- of M. Lepidus the. 
Interrex.. 
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chap. in. 

Char after of Pompey in Capacity of fok Conful Privilege of 

■ -Cafar to be admitted as Candidate for the Office of Confab without 

rejigning bis Province. General Revolt of the Gauls, Opera- 

tions in that Country. Blockade and Reduclion of Alefta 

Diftributron of Cafar s Army in Card. 

POMPEY, In his dignity of fole Conful, having joined a legal 
authority to the perfonal elevation which he always affected, 
poffeffed much of the influence and confideration of a real monarch ; 
and it would have been happy, perhaps, for the State, if he could have 
made fuch a dignity hereditary, and a permanent part of the con- 
flitution, or given to the commonwealth that reafonable mixture of 
kingly government, of which it appears to have flood fo greatly in 
need. In his prefent elevation he rofe for a while above the partiali- 
ties of a factious leader, and appeared to adopt that intereft which 
the fovereign ever has in the fupport of juftice. He even feems to 
iave perfonated the character of a prince, or to have confidered him- 
felf as above the rank of a citizen- Among other inftances to this 
purpofe, is mentioned his haughty faying to Hypfseus, late candidate 
for the Confulate, now under profecution for bribery, who, as Pom- 
pey paffed from the bath to fupper, put: himfelf in his way to im- 
plore his protection, w Detain me not," he faid, " you only make 
" fupper to cool for no purpofe V In the midft of the folicitations of 
his courtiers and flatterers, he even ventured to difpenfe with his own 

regulations. Contrary to the rule he himfelf had laid down for the 
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direction of criminal trials, he furnifhed Munatius Plancus, when c 
brought to the bar, with a commendatory teftimony, " I cannot prefer 
* this writing of Pompey," faid Gato, w to the law of which he 
w himfelf is the author On account of this faying, Plancus, when 
the Judges came to be inclofed, thought proper to reject Cato: the 
accufed was neverthelefs condemned \ 

Befides the meafures taken to punifli paft offences, it was thought 
neceffary to devife fome laws to prevent for the future, or to lefTert 
the temptation to the commiflion of fuch dangerous crimes. The 
principal fource of the late diforders appeared to be the avidity of 

candidates for thofe offices of State, which led immediately to the 
government of lucrative provinces. To remove this temptation, it 
was ordained, at the fuggeftion of Pompey, that no man could he 
appointed to a province till five years after the expiration of that 
office, whether of Conful, Pmor, or Quxftor, in- virtue of which lie 
claimed a proportionate ftation in the provinces. 

Before the enaffing of this law, however, Pompey had the addrefs 
to procure for himfelf a prolongation of his government in Spain 
for five years. This circumftance,- which continued to give him the 
command of an' army abroad, while he likewife bore the higheft civil, 
office in the State at home, feta very dangerous precedent for the 
commonwealth; 

■ 

Caifar's command in Gaul was foon to expire ; and, according to- 
tliclaws then in force, he muft even refign it before he could afpire tb 
the Confulate, or pretend to cope with his rival in civil prefer- 
ments. It had been wifely ordained by the laws-, that the perfons- 
offering themfelves as candidates for the office of Conful, mould ap- 
pear in perfon to fue for it ; and that no man, without refigning Ins 
command and difmifiing his. army, could enter the city, or even go* 
beyond the limits of the province in which he had governed* By 

* Plutarch. in Pompeio, p. 484, 
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this regulation it was intended to prevent the conjun&ion of civil 

of an army. Pompey, how- 



State "with the comman 



ever, though veiled with fuch a command in Spain, had contrived to 

be exempted from thi 



obfervance 



that 



not confine him to any ftation, and in reality extended to the whole 

empire, or .had a particular reference to Italy, ftill continued to 
refide in the city of Rome, 

Csfar, to keep pace with his rival, openly afpired to the fame 
privilege with Porapey, and claimed, as a 
treatment, what the other had obtained; but what, if beftowed on 
himfelf, with his other advantages, mult give him a great and im- 
mediate fuperiority. The army he commanded was already in the 
.moft advantageous fituation. The addition of Confular power at 
Rome, to that of general in both the Gauls, was joining Italy itfelf 
to his provinces, and putting him at once in poffeffion of the empire. 
Any oppofition made to his authority as Conful would be conftrued 
as rebellion againft the State itfel£ Pompey would be driven at once 
from the helm of affairs to the command of a diftant province, in 
which he, at moft, could only defend himfelf ; but not entertain any 
defigns on the fovereignty of Italy, which would be covered from his 
attempts by the Pyrennees and die Alps, and the great armies of Gaul. 



izefar 



mtii 



the Tribunes 



That, 



hazardous war, which required his prefence 
detained abroad in the fervice of his country, 



being necelTarily 
light be exempted 



canvals in perfc 



required 



i, and might therefore be eleded into the Confulate 
without prefenting himfelf to the People for that purpofe. 

This propofition was fufficiently underftood by the leading men 
of the Senate, and by the few who joined with them in fupport of the 
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commonwealth. It was kaovvn to be intended that Csefar fhould have 
a privilege of being elected Conful, without refigning his province, or 
difmiflmg liis army; and they withflood the motion -as of the moft 
dangerous confequence. But Pompey, who ought likewife, for 
his own fake, to have been alarmed at the progrefs of Casfar, and at 

the uncommon advantage at which he now aimed, was either lulled 
into fecurity by the artifices of his rival, or thought himfelf fuffi- 
ciently railed above any danger from this or any other quarter. He 
had accepted, in his own perfon, many unprecedented honours, 
and was poffibly unwilling to contend for forms which, at fome fu- 
ture period, might limit his own pretenfions. . Cato loudly renewed 
his fufpicion of Ciefars defigns. Cicero could not be neutral in any 
difpute that fhould arife between Cxfar and Pompcy. He had been 
banifhed by the one, and reftored by the other. Befides the perfonal 
confutation he owed to Pompey on this occafion, his natural bias 
was on the fide of the Senate, and for the fupport of the forms which 
were provided for the fafety of the commonwealth. He ne- 
verthelefs fuffered himfelf to be dazzled with the court which Ccefar 
had paid to him for fome time, with a view to this very queftion ; he 
condemned the indifcrect zeal of Cato, -who, in his opinion, was 
ruining the caufe of the republic by fetting both Cadar and Pompey 

at defiance, while he himfelf, by temporifing, and by managing the 
inclinations of thefe parties, had fecured them both in its interefts. 

* 

He Hated the danger of a quarrel with Caefar at this time, fupported 
as he was by a powerful army, and in tfie bowels of Italy ; but did 
not confider that he was then giving up, without a quarrel, all that 
any quarrel could- extort. 

The array of Casfar was not then fo well prepared to follow him 
agamft his country, nor he himfelf furnifhed with the fame colours of 
juilicc, under which he afterwards made war on the commonwealth. 
If a civil war were to be dreaded, to temporife, in this inftance, was 
to give a delay which proved favourable to the enemy, or rather, in 

Vol. II. R r effect, 
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effect, to deliver up the republic, without a conteft to that fate which 
the prudent councils in queftion were intended to remove. Under 

colour of this prudence, neverthelefs, Cicero, as well as Pompey, 
fupported the Tribunes in their motion, and obtained for the Pro- 
conuil of Gaul the difpenfation he defired, to retain his army, while 
he offered himfelf a candidate for the higheft office of the ftate at 
Rome. 

Caefar, immediately upon his arrival on that fide of the Alps in 
the beginning of winter, obferving the diftraclions which took place 
in the city upon the murder of Clodins, affe&ed much zeal for the 
laws which had been fo grofsly violated in that inftance; and, 
under pretence of furniftiing himfelf with the means of fupporting 

the ftate againft thofe who were inclined to difturb it, ordered new 
levies in every part of his provinces, and made a confiderable addi- 
tion to his army ; but, contented for the prefent with the privilege he 
had obtained of fuing for the Confulate, without quitting his pro- 
vince, or refigning his military power, he left the State, as before, 
apparently in the hands of Pompey ; and, in the middle of winter, 
on the report of a general defection of all the Gaulifh nations, ro 
palled the Alps. 

Moft of the nations that lay beyond the mountains of Auvergnc, 
the original limits of the Roman province, roufed by the fenfe of 
their prefent condition, or by the cruel maffacre lately executed in a 
part of their country, were a&ually in arms. They had fubmitted 
to Casfar, or were feparately gained by him, under the . fpecious 
pretence of alliance or prote&ion againft their enemies j and 
with the title of ally, fuffered him to become their mafter. But 
the violence with which he had threatened the canton of the Car- 
nutes 3 , for abfenting themfelves from the convention which he 
had aGembied on the Seine, and the mercilefs feverities executed by 

3 Now Chartrev 
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him againft the unfortunate natives of the tract between the Rhine 
and the Meufe 4 , convinced all the nations of Gaul that they were 
reduced to the condition of Haves ; and that every exertion they 
made for liberty was to be punilhed as a crime. They faw the folly 
of their former di (Tendons, and fufpended all their animofities to 
enter into a general concert for their common fafety. The occafion > 
they faid, was favourable for the recovery of their country. The 
Romans were diftracted at home, and Ca»far had fufficicnt occupa- 
tion in Italy. His army could not act in his abfence. The prefent 
time, they concluded, was the favourable opportunity to fliut out 
the Romans for ever beyond the Cevennes, or even to force them 
to retire within the Alps. 

All the nations on the Seine, the Loire, and the Garonne, quite 
round to the fea-coaft, received thefe reprefentations with joy. They 
held private meetings, and inftead of exchanging hoftages, which 

would have been too public a meafure, and have led to a difcovery 
of their defigns, they plighted their faith by a more fecret form, com- 
monly practifed among them on great occafions, that of preffing their 

banners together. 

The people of the Carnutes 5 undertook to begin hoftilities; and 
accordingly, on a day fixed, furprifed the town of Gcnabum \ where 
they put many Roman traders, together with the commiflary general 
of the army, to death. 

It was the cuftom of the Gauls to convey intimation of fuch events 
by means of a cry which they raifed at the place of action, and 
repeated wherever the voice was heard, till paffing almoft with the 

P 

velocity of found itfelf, it gave the fpeedieft information of what was 
done. In this manner intelligence of what had been traniacted at Ge- 
nabum at the rifing of the fun, was, before night, propagated in 

* Now chiefly Liege and Guelderland. 5 Chartres. * Orleans. 
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every direction to the diftance of a hundred and fixty miles, and put 
all the nations within this compafs in a ferment. Its firft and principal 
effe&s, however, were produced in the country of the Arverni \ 
Here Vercingetorix, a youth of heroic fpirit and great capacity, af- 
fembled his retainers, took* poffeffion of Gergovia, now Clermont, 
the capital of his country, and from thence fent meflengers in every 
direction to urge the execution of the meafures lately concerted for 

1 

the general freedom of Gaul, He himfelf, in return for his zeal, 
being chofen the common head of the confederacy, in this capacity, 
fixed the quota of men and of arms to be furnilhed by each feparate 
canton, and took hoftages for the regular obfervance of the conditions 
to which the feveral parties had agreed. 

Vercingetorix having affembled a confiderable army, fent a part of 
his force to ad on the Garonne, and to harafs the frontiers of the 
Roman province, while he himfelf moved to the Loire, in order to 
roufe the nations of that quarter, who appeared to be too fecure ; and 
he accordingly brought to his ftandard all the warriors of thofe can- 
tons that lay on the left of that river. His party on the Garonne, at 
the fame time, were joined by all the nations of Aquitania, and, in 
formidable numbers, threatened with immediate destruction the 
cities of 1 houloufe and Narbonne, or fuch parts of their diftrifts 
at leaft as were open to invafion. 

Thither 'Ofar, with all the forces he could aflemble upon his ar- 
rival from Italy, immediately repaired; and, having put the pro- 
vince cf Narbonne in a condition not to be infulted, proceeded to 
give the enemy an alarm in their own country. His object was, if 
poflible, to put himfelf at the head of the legions which he had lefc 
on the northern frontiers of his new acquifitions. He did not chufc 
that thofe legions mould move in his abfence fa far as to expoie 

ft 
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themfelves to be cut off by the natives. Nor was it eafy for hira- 
felf, with the force under his command, to penetrate through fo 
many enemies as lay in his way to join them. It was yet winter, 
and the mountains were deeply covered with fnow. This circum- 
fiance, which increafed his difficulties, as it was likely to render the 
enemy fecure, ftiil encouraged him to make his attempt. He accordingly 
pa/Ted the mountains 9 which lay in his way, at a time when the fnow, 
in many places, being fix feet deep, muft be removed with Ihovels, 
and when that pafTage was fuppofed t^ be intirely impracticable. 
After he had furmounted this difficulty, his object being to draw the 
attention of the prince of the Arverni to his own country, he fent 
his cavalry abroad in numerous parties to deftroy with fire and fword 
the people with their habitations and poITeflions. When he thought 
the alarm was fufficiently fpread, and muft have reached the Gaulifh 
army on the Loire, he pretended, that his prefence was required in 
the province behind him, gave the command of the troops in Au- 

vergne to Decimus Brutus, then a .young man j giving him or- 
ders at the fame time to keep his parties abroad, and to continue to 
harafs the country as he himfelf had done. 

Having taken thefe meafures to fix the attention of the enemy 
in one quarter, Csefar, with a few attendants, made hafte to pafs 
in a different direction to Vienna on the Rhone, where he was re- 
ceived by a party of horfe, which he had appointed at that place to 
wait his' orders ; and, under this efcort, without halting by day or 
by night, he pafTed by Bibra&e 10 and the country of the Lingones " 9 
to the neareft quarter of his army on the Seine 5 and while he was 
yet fuppofed to be in Auvergne, had actually affembled his legions 
which had been diftributed on the courfe of that river. 
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Vercingetorix having notice that Ca?far, in this manner, had puffed 

him, and that the Roman army on the Seine was in motion, perceived 

that the invafion of his own country had been no more than a feint, 
and that the chief force of the enemy was to be expected from a differ- 
ent quarter, he refumed the operations which he had intermitted on 
the Loire, and endeavoured to poffefs hirafelf of a poft in the territory 
of Bibrade, where the people ftill profeffed themfelves to be in the 
alliance of the Romans. 

Csfar, notwithfianding the difficulty of procuring provifions and 
forage lb early in the feafon, thought himfelf under a neceffity of oppo- 
fmg the progrefs of the enemy. For this purpofe he left his baggage, un- 
der the guard of two legions, at Agendicum"; and from thence, with 
the remainder of the army, proceeded to Genabum l \ leaving Tre- 
bonius by the way to take poffeffion of a town which the natives, 
after a little mow of refiftancc, had furrendered. 

Upon his arrival before Genabum, the Gauls, who were in arms 
at that place, refolved to abandon the town; and (hutting the 
gates againft the Romans on one fide, endeavoured to efcape by the 
bridge of the Loire on the other. But Csfar, having notice of their 
defign, forced open their gates, and overtook them, while crowded 
together in the entrance of the bridge, and in the narrow Greets 
-which led to it, put 'the greater part to the fword, and, under pre- 
tence of revenging the maffacre of the Roman traders, who had been 
cut off at this place, ordered that the town mould be deftroyed. 
From thence he penetrated into the country of the Bituriges u , on 
the left of the Loire; and, on his way towards Avaricum' 5 , the 
capital of that diftricl:, forced every place that oppofed his paffage. 

Vercingetorix, obferving the rapid progrefs of the Romans, and 
knowing that the Gauls, being without order or difcipline, could not 
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withftand them in battle, declined an engagement, but endeavoured 

to diftrefs the enemy by delays and want of provifions. He had 
authority enough with his own people to perfuade them to lay their 
country wafte every where within many miles of Cxfar's route. 
Twenty towns of the Bituriges were burnt in one day. Avaricum 
alone, contrary to the opinion of Vercingetorix, and at the earneffc 
requeft of its inhabitants, who undertook to defend it to the lad ex- 
tremity, was fpared. 

Thither, accordingly, Csefar advanced as to the only prize that 
was left. He attacked the place,, under great difad vantages, in the 
midft of a country that was intirely laid, wafte, and trufting for the 

daily fubfiftence of his army to the iEdui beyond the Loire, who,, 
notvvithftanding their profeflions, were far from being hearty in his 
caufe, or diligent in fending their fupplies of provifions to his camp. 
Such as they fent were intercepted by Vercingetorix, who had occu- 
pied a ftrong poft with his army, and infefted the highways with his 
parties. In thefe circumftances, Ca^far's army was fometirnes re- 
duced to great diftrefs ; he himfelf, to pique the refolution of his 
foldiers, affected a willingnefs to raife the fiege, whenever they were 
pleated to intimate, that they could endure it no longer : " Wc are got 
" into a difficult fituation," he ufed toobferve ; if the troops are dif- 

" couraged,. I fhall withdraw." To this affected tendernefs for the 
fufferings of h's men, he was every where anfwered, with intreaties. 
that he Would not difhonour thgm, by fuppofing that any hardfhips 
could oblige them to forfeit the character they had acquired by the 
labour of fo many fuccefsful compaigns. He accordingly continued 1 
die attaJc of Avaricum under all his difcouragements. 
The place was covered on two fides by a river and a morafs, and 

4 4 

was acceffible only on the third. The walls of the town were inge- 
nioufly conftructed with double frames of wood, having compart- 
ments or pannels filled up with mafonry and large blocks of ftone. 
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Tiic mafcnry fecured the timber from fire, and the frames preferred 

* 

die niafonry againft the effects of the battering ram, which could act 
only on the ftones contained within a fingle pannel or divifion of the 
frame, without ruining at once any confiderable part of the wall, or 
effecting a breach. The.Roman army approached to this wall by the 
nioft laborious and difficult methods which were practifed. They be- 
gan, in the ancient form of attack, at a proper diftance, and on a 
breadth of eighty-three feet, to lay a floping mound ,6 , which rifing 
by degrees on the plain, formed, as it advanced, an eafy afcent to the 
level of the battlements. The e:.rth on the fides of this mound was 
iupported by timbers, hurdles, and faggots, and -the workmen in 

front were covered with mantlets and moveable pent-houfes. The 
befieged, that they might ftill overtop the befiegers, raifed their 
walls by additional frames of wood, which they covered with raw 
hides, as a fecurity againft the burning arrows and fliafts which 
were darted againft them. 

In this conteft the works on both fides were raifed about eighty 
feet, and the befieged endeavoured to keep the advantage of fuperior 
height, not only by raifing their own walls, but likewife by under- 
mining and finking the mound of the befiegers. They made gal- 
leries under the foundation of their own wall to the bottom of the 
enemy's mound, by which they endeavoured to remove the earth and 
other materials from below, as fall as they were accumulated above. 
They came from their fally-ports on different fides of the mound, 
tnd endeavoured to fet fire to the wood by which the earth was iup- 
ported. In all thefe particulars fhowing that they pofleffed the 
arts of defence in common with antient nations Vercingetorix, 
in the mean time, continued to harafs the Roman army from with- 
out, intercepted their fupply of provifions, and, by' means of the 

14 Tht A~ger. »» Cfc&rdeBcll. Gall. lib. vii. c. zz t &c. Vid. Thucidii 
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river and die morafs, maintained his communication with the town, c 
and fent in frequent relief. 

Notwitliftanding all thefe difficulties, Crefar by degrees brought 
forward and raifed his mound of approach to the height of the 
battlements ; fo that by a fingle affault he might determine the fate . 
of the town. And while both parties were preparing for a laft effort, 
he took the opportunity, as he frequently did, of a heavy rain to 
make his attack. The befieged, as he fuppofed, had taken Ihelter 
from the weather, and were in that inftant put off their guard. 
He got poffeflion of the battlements with little refiftance, and 
drove the parties who manned them before him from the walls. The 
inhabitants formed in the ftreets, and the Romans who had entered, 

extending their line to right and left along the ramparts, were about 
to occupy the battlements over the whole circumference of the place, 
when the garrifon, obferving their danger, began to efcape by the 
gates. In the confufion that followed, the town was facked, and 
could make no refiftance. Of forty thoufand perfons who had taken 
(helter in it, no more than eight hundred efcaped. This maflacre 
was joined to that lately performed at Genabum, under the pretence 
of completing the vengeance which was due for the murder of the 
Roman traders who were put to death at the breaking out of the 

prefent revolt. 

The Gauls, as ufual on every calamitous event, were greatly dif- 
heartened; and were about to defpair of their caufe, when their 
leader reminded them, that, contrary to his judgment, -they had 
referved this place from the general devaftation, and had themfelves 
undertaken to defend it ; that what they fuffered was the confequence 
of a miftake, and might be retrieved by abler conduct. His authority 

as ufual rofe on the ill fuccefs of councils which he had not ap- 
proved, and brought an acceffion of numbers to his ftandard. 
Vol. II. -S t C*far, 
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Gefar, finding a confiderable fupply of ftores and provifions at 

Avaricum, remained fome days to relieve and to refrefli his army. 
The country around him, however, being intirely laid wafte, or oc- 
cupied by parties of the enemy, it became neceflary for him to repa& 

the Loire, and to open his communication with a country of which 
the inhabitants ftill profeffed to be in alliance with the Romans, and 

having had their pofleflions covered by the river from the incurfions 
of the enemy in their late devastations, were ftill in condition to fupply 
his camp. As in this movement he feemed to retire and to give up the 
ground he had duputed with the prince of the Arverni, he pretended 
that he was called to fettle a diipute which had arifen among the JEdui, 
relating to the fucceffion of the chief magistrate, or head of their 
canton. Having repaffed to the right of the Loire without any loft, 
he made a demand on his allies of that fide for ten thoula; 



en 



on foot, and all the horfes they could furnilh. 

He now had enemies on every quarter, and it was good policy to 
keep them divided, and to occupy them feparately. For this purpofe 
he fent four legions towards the Seine ; while he himfelf took the 
route of Noviodunum ,9 , at the confluence of the Loire and Allier ; 

and there leaving his money, fpare horfes, and unnecelTary baggage, 
he continued his march on the banks of the Allier, with intention to 
pals that river, and to invade the Arverni, from whom this revolt 
had originated, and whofe chief was now at the head of it. This 
prince, knowing that the river Allier is never fordabfe till autumn 
and till the melting of fiaows on the Cevennes begin to abate, ordered 

all the bridges upon it to be demolifhed, and hoped to prevent the 

Romans from paffing it during the greater part of fummer. As 
foon as Csefar marched from Noviodunum, he prefented himfelf on 
the oppofite bank of the river, and regulated his motions by that of 
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the enemy. The two armies commonly decamped, marched, and c 

encamped again In fight of each other ; and Csefar never affected to 

elude the vigilance of the Gauls, till he faw an opportunity to do fo 

with advantage. 

It happened that one of the bridges of the AHier had been but 
imperfectly deftroyed ; moft of the piles were yet faft in the ground, 
and appeared above water ; fo that a paffage might be effected in a 
few hours. The country around was woody, and furniflied cover, 

or a place of ambufli, to any number of men. From thefe cir- 
cumftances Caefar conceived the defign to over-reacch the enemy. 
He put his army in motion as ufual, but hirafelf remained with a 
fufficient detachment in the neighbourhood of the ruined bridge, 
which he meant to repair. In order that the Gauls might not be. 
led to fufpeft that any part of his army was left behind, he ordered 
that thofe who were to move fliould divide, and prefent the fame 

number of feparate bodies, the fame diftinclion of colours and 
ftandards, which they were accuftomed to Ihow on a march of the 
whole army ; at the fame time, as he knew that the Gauls would 
endeavour to keep pace with his people, in order to haften and in- 
creafe their diftance, he ordered them to make a quicker and a longer 
march than ufual. When he fuppofed that this feint or ftratagem had 
taken its full effect, he began to work on the piles which were left in 

the river, and in a few hours repaired the bridge fo effectually, that 
he pa(Ted with the divifion of the army he had referved for this pur- 
pofe, and inftantly fortified a pott to cover them on the oppofite bank. 
From thence he fent orders to recall the main body ; and before the 

enemy were apprifed of his defign, had reunited all his forces on 
the left of the rivet. 

Vercingetorlx, as foon as he had intelligence that the Romans had 
pa(Ted the Aliier, fell back to Gergovia ao , the capital of his own 

90 Now fuppofed to be the neighbourhood of Clermont. 

S f 2 principality, 
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3 0^0 K principality, in order to take meafures for the fafety of that place, 
u It being firuated on a height, having an afcent of above a mile from 

the plain, and furrounded by other hills, which made part of the 
fame ridge, he ordered a ftone wall to be built fix feet high about 
half way up the afcent to the town, and encamped as many as 

the fpace could contain within the circuit of this wall. He oc- 
cupied the other hills at the fame time with feparate bodies, having 

communications with each other and with the town. By this difpo- 

fition Caefar found all the approaches of the place commanded, and no 

poflibility of inverting the whole by lines of circumvallation, or by 

any chain of polls. He pitched his camp at fome diftance from the 

foot of the hill, and from thence in a few days got pofTeffion of a 

height in his way to the town, on which he pofted two legions, with 
a lane of communication, fortified on both its flanks, leading from 

this advanced ftation to his main encampment. 

In this pofture Cxfar forefaw, that all the heights in his neigh- 
bourhood being in pofTeffion of the enemy, while he prefied upon 
the town, he himfelf might be hemmed in, and cut off from all the 
implies neceiTary for the fupport of his army. To preferve his com- 
munication, therefore, with the Allier and the Loire, he ordered his 
allies from the oppofite fide of thefe rivers to advance with the forces 
he had formerly required of them, to occupy the country in his rear, 
and to cover his convoys. They accordingly took the field ; but their 
leaders having been for fome time inclined to favour the general 
caufe of the Gaals, they thought this a favourable opportunity to 
declare their intentions. Being arrived within thirty miles of Caefar s 
army, they halted; and, upon a report which was induftrioufly 
fpread amongft them, that he had murdered fome of their coun- 
trymen who were already in his camp, they put all the Romans 
in their company to death, and took meafures to join their country- 
men who were alfembled for the defence of Gergovia. They had 

sot 
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not yet moved to execute this refolution, when Carfar had notice of c 

what was intended, and with his ufual diligence arrived, after a march 
of thirty miles* with four legions and all his cavalry, in time to 
prevent its effects. He prefented himfeif as a friend j and thinking 

it (afeft for the prefent to diiguife his refentment, he produced into 
public view all the perfons who were faid to have been killed by his 
orders, convinced fuch as had been deceived of their error, and 
brought them, with the feeming cordiality of allies, to his camp. 

Csefar made a merit with the JEdu'i of this act of clemency to- 
wards their people ; but found that the fpirit of defection was not 
confined to thefe detachments ; that it had pervaded the nation 5 
that the violence committed in the camp was an effect of the refo- 
lutions adopted by the whole people ; that, in purfuance of the fame 
meafures, his purveyors and commiflaries had been afiaulted and 
pillaged even where they thought themfelves i'ecure, as in a friend's 
country ; and that he could no longer rely on the affections of any 

nation in Gaul. 

The leaders of the iEdui, however, on hearing of the lenity that 
was mown to fuch of their people as were in the power of Cazfar, 
pretended to return to their duty ; and Cxfar, not to break at once 
with the only fuppofed ally which remained to him beyond the Ce- 

vennes, affected to confider the late diforders as the effect of a mere 
popular tumult, and declared himfeif willing to rely on the wifdom 
of the State itfelf for the reparation of wrongs which a few ill- 
advifed perfons of their country had committed. 

This able commander appears, on many occafions, to have trnfted ' 
greatly to the fuperiority of the Roman foldiers, as well as to that of 
his own reputation and conduct as a general. His confidence in 
both was required in the higheft degree to fupport him in continuing^ 

er even in attempting, a fiege under his prefeitf difficulties, befet by 

numerous 
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numerous enemies, who were in appearance ably conducted ; while 
he himfelf was deferted by thofe who were reputed his friends. 

In his iaft march to reprefs the defc&ion of his allies, he had left 

his camp expofed to the attacks of the enemy, and defended only by 
two legions againft the whole force of fo many nations as were af- 

fembled for the defence of Gergovia.. Thefe feized their opportunity 
in his abfence, made a vigorous attack, and muft have prevailed, if 

ie had not returned with the utmoft celerity to relieve his camp. 

With the fame confidence in the fuperiority of his men, Csefar 
foon afterwards made an attempt to force the wall, which, as has 
been mentioned, the Gauls had built on the afcent of the hill which 
led to the town ; and having made a feint on the oppofite fide with 
part of his horfe, joined by the followers of the army mounted on 
horfeback, who fhowed themfelves at a diftance to appear like ca- 
valry, he drew the enemy from the place he meant to attack, ac- 
tually paITed the wall, and made himfelf mafter of part of their 
camp. A few of his men penetrated even into the town ; but not 
being fupported, were f lrrounded and flain ; even thofe who had 
fucceeded at firft under favour of the feint by which he had drawn 
off the enemy, were, upon the return of the Gauls to the defence 
of their camp, repulfed with confiderable lofs. In confequence of 
this defeat, it was no longer doubtful that Cxfar would be under 
the neceffity of raifing the fiege. 

In order to begin his retreat without any appearance of fear, he 
formed his army two days fucceffively on the plain before his en- 
trenchment, and offered the enemy battle. On the third day he de- 
camped ; and, with the credit he derived from this fpecies of de- 
fiance or challenge, in three days he arrived at the Allier, repaired 
his bridge, and repaffed undifturbed by the enemy. His paffage of 
the fame river, a fhort time before, was efteemed as a victory, and his 

return, 
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return, without having gained any advantage, and merely for the 

fafety of his army, was undoubtedly confidered as a defeat. The 
low ftate of his fortunes, checked and baffled by a Gaulifh leaden 
yet a youth, and unexperienced, encouraged the nations on the right 
of the Loire, even while he was advancing towards them, to declare 
for the liberties of Gaul j and as a commencement of hoftility, they 
carried off or rifled the treafure he kept for the pay of his army, 
and feized all the fpare horfes and baggage which he had left at No- 
viodunum as at a place of fecurity at the confluence of the Allier 

and the Loire. 

He himfelf was yet inclofed between thefe two rivers, having 
enemies on every fide, and no magazines or ftores for the fupply of 
his army. He deliberated whether he fhould not fall back on the 
province of Narbonne ; but the danger to which he mult expofe 
Labienus, commanding a divifion of the Roman army on the Seine, 
the difficulty of paffing the mountains of Auvergne, then occupied by 

his enemies, and the difcredit which his arms muft incur from fuch 
a retreat, prevented him. He determined therefore to advance ; palled 
the Loire by a ford above its confluence with the Allier ; found a con- 

fiderable fupply of provifions and forage in the country of the Mdul % 
and continued his march from thence to the Seine. 

Labienus, with the troops he commanded in that quarter, had be*- 
fieged Lutetia a the original germ from which the city of Paris has 
grown, then confined to a frnall ifland in the Seine, and had made fome- 
progrefs in the fiege, when he heard of Csefar's retreat from Gergovia > 

of the defection of the JEdui, and of preparations which were making 
by the nations on his right againft himfelf. In thefe circumftances > 
he laid afide his defign on Lutetia, and afcended by the left of the 
Seine to the country of the Senones, through which Csefar was 
now advancing to meet him. In palling the river at Melodunum *\ 

11 Nevgn. 11 Now Melun. 

he 
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Boos he was attacked by the enemy, but obtained a confiderable viflory ■ 

and, with the credit of this event in his favour, continued- his march 
to a place which is now called Sens, near to which he was foon after- 
wards joined by Csefar. 

While the Romans were thus reuniting their forces on the Seine, 
Vercingetorix had paffed the Loire, and held a general convention 

of the Gauliih nations at Bibracte. He was attended by deputies 
of a]l the cantons from the Mofelle to the Loire, except the Tre- 
viri, Remi, and Lingones 1 \ The firft ftood in awe of the Germans, 
who kept them in continual alarm. The twoiaft profelfed an at- 
tachment to the Romans, who were ftill matters of the field in their 
neighbourhood. 

The leader of the Gaulifh confederacy being at this meeting con- 
firmed in his command, made a requifition for an augmentation of 
force, chiefly of cavalry, and accordingly increafed this part of his army 
to fifteen thoufand. To the end that he might give the Romans 
fufficient occupation in their own defence, he projected two feparate 
invafions of the province of Narbonne : one to be executed by the 

nations which lay between the Rhone and Garonne, towards Tou- 
loufe ; the ether, from the Soane and the upper parts of the Loire, 
towards Geneva and the left of the Rhone. He himfelf, though ftill 
determined to avoid any general action, was to hanus the enemy in 
their movements, and to cut off their fupplies of provifions. 

Ca?far, on his part, wifhed to open his communication with the 
Roman province, that he might have accefs to cover it againft the 
defigns of the enemy, and to avail himfelf of its refources for the 
fubfiflence of his army. For this purpofe it was neceffary for him 
to return, by the Soane and the Rhone, through a level country 

■ 

which was in poffeffion of the enemy, to whom he was greatly i Q- 



" J Now Treves, Rhclnis, and Laqgre. 
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ferior in cavalry. He fent Into Germany for a reinforcement of chap. 
horfe ; and the natives of that part of the continent being already 
fenfible, that wherever they were admitted to act as foldiers of 
fortune, they were qualifying themfelves to ad as matters, without 
fcruple beftowed their fervices for or againft any caufe ; two thou- 
fand of them joined Csefar, but fo ill mounted that he was obliged 

to fupply them with horfes, by borrowing ruch as belonged to his 



officers of infantry, and as many as could be fpared from his cavalry* 
To compenfate their defed in horfes, the men were brave, and, in 
many of the operations which followed* turned the event of battles* 
and determined the fate of the wan 

The Roman army bemg thus Teinforced, Csefar began his march 
to the fouthward ; and having pafTed the heights at the fources 
of the Seine, found the Gauls already ported in three feparate 
divifions, contiguous to the different routes he might take, with 
numerous flying bodies of horfe, ready to harafs hint in any move* 
ment he mould make in their prefence. By continuing his march* 
he foon gave their leader an opportunity to try his fortune in a 
fliarp encounter, in which the whole cavalry of both armies came to 
be engaged. The Gauls were routed chiefly by the valour and ad- 
drefs of the Germans, to whom Cxtax imputed his victory. This 
event was decifive in refped to the cavalry, that part of both 
armies on which it was fuppofed that the fate of the war muft turn. 
And Vercingetorix, not to expofe his infantry to the neceffity of a 
general adion, inftantly retired to the heights from which the Seine, 
and a number of other rivers which mix with it before its confluence 
tfith the Marne, have their fource, Caefar, no longer apprehenfive 
of the enemy's horfe, refumed the confidence with which he always 
purfued his advantages, and followed his flying enemy into this 
retreat. 

^ 

r 
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Vercingetorix, with his very numerous array, took poft at Alefia, 

a place raifed on a hill at the confluence of two rivers 5 the point on 
which it ftood being the termination of a ridge which feparated the 

channels by which thefe rivers defcended to the plain. The fields 
on one fide were level, on the other mountainous. The Gauls 

were crowded together on the declivity of the hill of Alefia, under 

the walls of the town, and in that pofition thought themfelves fe- 
cure from any attack. But not aware of the refources, enterprize, 
and genius of their enemy, while they endeavoured to render them- 

ielves inacceffible, they had got into a place in which they might be 
cooped up ; and Cxfar immediately began to furround them, making 

a proper diltribution of his army, and employing working parties at 
once on a chain of twenty-three pofts and redoubts. 

Vercingetorix, though too late, perceiving the enemy's defign, 
fent his cavalry to collect what provifions could be found in the 
neighbouring country ; but thefe troops, in confequence of their late 

defeat, not being able to keep the field againft the Roman and Ger- 
an horfe, he propofed to diminifh the confumption within his lines 



by difmiffing them altogether, giving them inftructions to make 
the beft of their way to their feveral cantons, and there to repre- 
fent the fituation in which they had left the army, and the neceffity 
of making a great and fpeedy effort from every quarter to relieve it. 

He had eighty thoufand men under his command, and might be able 
to fubfift them for thirty days, and no longer- 

Csefar, from the enemy's having fent away their cavalry, con- 
eluded that they meant to ad: on the defeniive, and to remain in 
their prefent fkuation until they fljould be relieved. With little ap- 
prehension of difturbance, therefore, from within his lines,, he pro- 
ceeded to execute amazing works ; at once to fecure his prey and to 

cover himfelf againft any attempts which might be made to refcue 

them. This great commander owed many of his diftinguilhed fucceffes to 

the 
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the furprifing works which he executed ; fo far exceeding the fears c 
or apprehenfions of his enemy, that they found themfelves unex- 
pectedly forced into difficulties with which they were not prepared 
to contend. 

The Roman armies in general, and thofe which ferved under Caefar 
in particular, had learned to make war with the pick-ax and the 
ftovel, no lefsthan with the javeline and the fword, and were inured 
to prodigies of labour as well as of valour. In the prefent cafe they 
were made to execute lines of circumvallation and countervallation 
over an extent of twelve or fourteen miles. They began with 
digging, quite round the foot of the hill, a ditch twenty feet wide, 
with perpendicular fides, in order to prevent any furprife from the. 
town. At the diftance of four hundred feet from this ditch, and 
beyond the reach of the enemy's miffiles, was drawn the line of coun- 
tervallation, confifting of a ditch fifteen feet wide, and a rampart 
twelve feet high, furnifhed, as ufual, with a palifade. - At a proper 
diftance from this firft line which fronted the town, fo as to leave a 
proper interval for the lodgement and forming of his army, he drew 

another line, confiding of the fame parts and dimenfions, fronting 
the field. From the nature of the ground, part of thefe works were 
upon the hills, and part in the hollows or valleys ; and the ditches, 
wherever the level permitted, or could not carry off the water, were 

allowed to be filled. 

As he had reafon, at leaft after the diftrefs of a blockade began to 
be felt, to expett from a garrifon, which exceeded his own army in 
numbers, the moft vigorous fallies from within; and, by the united 
exertions of all the Gaulifh nations in behalf of their friends, every 
effort that could be made from without j and as his own army, con- 
fifting of no more than fixty thoufand men, could not equally man, 
in every place, works of fuch extent, he thought it neceiTary to cover 

ft 2 hk 
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his Goes with every fpedes. of outwork then pra&ifed in the art of 

attack or defence,, the Cippi, Li&t, and the Stimuli 

The firft were forfced flakes, or large branches of trees planted- 
in rows in the bottom of a. ditch fi*e feet wide, bound toge- 
ther to prevent their being pulled up feparately, and cut fhort 

and pointed to wound the enemy who fhould attempt to pafs 



The fecond,. or lilise, confifted of fingle ftakes lharpened and 
made hard in the fire, planted in the bottom, of tapering or conical. 

holes, of which there were many rows placed in quincunx ; fo that 

a perfon who had palled in the interval of any two mud neceflarily 
fall into a third. This device was commonly maflced or concealed. 



with flender brufhwood covered with earth. 

The laft, or the ftimuli,. were wooden (hafts fet in the ground and' 
ftuck duck with barbed boob, to faften or tear the flefh of thofe who 



attempted to pafs them in the; night, or without the neceflary pre- 



cautions. 



All thefe feveral works, it appears, the Roman army completed, 
confiderably within the thirty days for which Vercingetorix had 
computed that his provifions might laft. Both parties concerned in 
his blockade, without any attempt to haften the event, feemed to 
wait for the feveral circumftances on which they relied for the ifliie. 
Caviar trailed to the effe&s of famine,, and the Gauls to the afliftancc 



of their friends, who were in reality aflembling in great numbers 
from every quarter to effect their relief*. They are laid- to have 
muttered, at Bibrade zy no lefc than: two hundred and forty thoufancL 
foot, with eight thotuand horfe.. But if thefe numhers are not ex- 
aggerated, they may be coniidered as a proof how far thofe. nations- 
were ignorant of the. circumftances oa which the; fortunes of armies: 

* 

really 
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^eailjr turn. The fupreme command of this multitude was given to 
Comius,, a chieftain of one of the northern cantons, who having 
fome time made war in conjunction with the Romans, owed the rank 
which he held in his own country to the favour of Gsefar, but could 
not refift the contagion of that general ardour with which.his country* 
men now rofe to recover their freedom. 

While this great hoft was afTembling, the unhappy garrifon of* 
Alefia received no tidings of relief* Their provifions being near ex- 
haufted, they began to defpair of fuccour. A council was held to 
deliberate on their condud,, and to form fome plan of efcape. Some 
were of opinion that they ought to furrender themfeives, and to im- 
plore the victor's mercy. Others, that they fliould make ar general 1 
fally, endeavour to cut their way through the enemy,, and efcape or- 

perilh with, fwords in their, hands* . Gritognatus, a warrior ef rank 
from the canton of the Arverni **, treated the opinion of thofe who 
propofed to furrender as mean and daftardly ; that of the fecond*. 
as brave rather in appearance than in reality. " Bravery," he 'faid,. 
u does not confift in fudden efforts of impatience ami defpair, but in 
M firmly enduring for any length of time what the circumftances of 
tt war may require. Shall we think merely,, becaufe we have no 
u communication with, ous friends^, that they have defected us, and* 

■ 

u do not intend to, make any effort- to fave us I Againft whom do 
" you think Caefac hath. conftru<fted fo many works in his rear ?. 
% Againft whom does he man them in your fight with fo much*. 
" care? He has intelligence, although- you have not, that a* power- 

" ful army is preparing to relieve you. Take courage,, and wait* 
" the coming of your friends. Even if your provifions fliould: 
'* fail, the example of former times will point out a refource. Your 
tt anceftorsj. being, furrounded- by the armies of the Cimbri and the- 



**Au verge e. 



TeutoneS). 
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<; Teutones, rather than furrender themfelves, fed on the bodies of 
thofe who were unferviceable In the war ; and by this expedient 



held out tifi -die enemy was obliged to retire." And yet, on thai 
" occafion, our anceftors had lefs caufe than we have to make every 
effort of conftancy and fortitude. Tbeir enemies were paffing, 
and meant only to plunder a country which they were foon to 
abandon ; our enemies come to bind us in perpetual chains, and to 



» 



w eftablilh a dominion at which human nature revolts." 

The Gauls kept their refolution to hold out, but rejected the means 
that were propofed to fupply their neceffities, or referved them for 
a time of greater extremity. The propofition of Critognatus is, by 
Csefar, who was himfelf the unprovoked author of fo much diftrefs 
mnd who continued, without remorfe, to gratify his ambition at the 
cxpenoe of fo much blood, mentioned with horror as an att of ne- 
farious cruelty '\ So much are men afiefted with appearances whicft 
fhock the imagination more than with the real meafure of what is 
hurtful to mankind. What followed, however, was probably no lefs 
cruel on the part of the Gaulilh army than it was on the part of 

Cxfar ; the firft, to leffen the confumption of food, turned out the 
women, children, and unarmed inhabitants of the town to the mercy 

of the enemy ; and Ca:£u\ in order to accumulate the fufferings of 
he befieged, would neither relieve nor fuffer them to pafs. From 
thefe circum fiances we may prefume, although it is not mentioned, 



lhat they muft have perifhed a fpe&acle of extreme anguilh and fuf- 
fering in the prefence of both armies. 

In the midft of thefe extremities, Comius, with the united force of the 
Gaulifh nations, at laft appeared for the relief of Alefia, and with 
their multitudes covered the neighbouring hills. Being favoured by 
the nature of the ground, they were enabled to advance within five 



- 1 Nec preterennda videtur oratlo Critognati propter ejus fingalarem ac nefariam cru- 
itHxxea. De Bell. Gall. lib. via. c 76. 

hundred 
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hundred paces, or lefs than half a mile, of Csefar's lines. On the fol- C H A F.. 
lowing day the cavalry on both fides began to ad, The Gaulifh 
horfe, trufting to their fuperiority in numbers, or to the defenfive 
plan which the Romans were likely to follow on the prefent occa- 

fion, drew forth on the plain below the town, and propofed to en- 
courage their friends by braving the enemy. Catfar thought it ne- 
ceffary to repel this fpecies of infult, and fent his cavalry to accept the ' 
challenge. An action began about noon, and lafted till the fetting of 
the fun, when the Gaulifh horfe, who till then had maintained the 
fight with great ohftinacy and valour, being taken in flank by the 



Germans 



infantry with 



Both nY.es> 



the Gaulifh foot, who were engaged in this action, being now aban- 



utmoft confufion 



the rear of their own army, 
After this action, nothing 



army 



collefting faggots and hurdles to fill up the trenches of Csefar, and 
preparing graplings to tear down the palifade and the parapet ; and 
that they only waited till thefe preparations fhould be finifh'ed to 
make a vigorous attempt to raife the fiege. They accordingly cam<? 
down in. the middle of the night, and, with a great fhout, the only 
%nal they fuppofed could be underftood by their friends in. the town, 
gave a general affault on Caefar's line of circumvallation, . as far as 
their numbers could embrace it, and without any choice of place. 

Cazfar had afligned to every legion, and feparate body of men their 
ftation, and had repeatedly* to render them familiar with- his difpofition* 
given the alarm, and taught them to repair to their pofts ; he had 
placed Mark Antony and Trebonius^ with a body of referve, to fuc- 
cour any part of the lines that might be in danger of being forced* 

So prepared, he now received, without, any furprife, the general 

aflaulc 
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afiault of die Gauls. His men fuffered considerably from the firft 

ihower of mifliles that came from fo numerous an enemy ; but as 
foon as the aflailants advanced to the outworks, and felt themfelves 

-entangled in the ihares which had been laid for them, and againft 
which they had taken no precaution, they were fenfible that they 
fought at a great difad vantage, and defifted at once from this raft 
and inconfiderate attempt. 

The befieged, in anxious expectation of what was to pafs in the field, 
hearing the fhout that was raifed by their friends, returned it to make 
tnown their intention, to co-operate in every attack, and inftantly 
begun to employ the preparations which they iikewife had made to fill 
up the trenches, or force the lines. They continued, during the greater 
part of the night, to caft fuch materials as they could throw into the 
"broad ditch at the foot of the hill ; but, when day appeared, feeing that 
their friends had retired, without making any impreffion on the ex- 
terior line, they too, not to «xpofe themfelves in an attempt in which 
they were not to be feconded, withdrew to their ftation on the hill. 

From this duappointment the Gauls, both within and without the 
blockade, were fenfible of their «rror in having made an attack before 

they had examined the enemy's works. To correct this miftake, they 

vifited the whole circumference of Csfar's lines. They obferved, in 
a particular place, that the exterior line was interrupted by a hill 
which it could not embrace without making a great circuit. That 
Cadar, to avoid fo great an addition to his labour, and fo much 
outline to defend, had encamped two legions in that place with their 
u&al entrenchment, which formed a kind of fortrefs on the fummit 
of the hu% tiufting to this camp as a redoubt that would conned hi* 

defences on that fide. 

Thi5 place was chofen by the Gauls for a fecond and better con- 
«erted attempt than the firft ; and they determined, inftead of the 
-Bight to make their attack at noon-day, when the enemy were moft 

a, likely 
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likely to be off their guard. Five- and -fifty tholifand men were fe- c 
letted for this fervicej and they began their march early in the night, 
arrived at their ground before break of day, and lay concealed under 
a ridge of hills till noon. At this time they came, forward, furnifhed 
not only "with grappling irons to tear down the pal hade, which was 
formed on the parapet, but with hurdles and faggots to fill up the 
ditch, and to fmothcr the ftimuli from which they had fuffered fo 
much in their former attacks. 

Cxfar, though not thrown, off his guard , either by the time of the 
day, or by his former fuccefs, was fcnfible, that he was now attacked 
in his weakeft- place. He ordered Labienus inftantly, with fix cohorts, 

to fuppc r t the legions that were pofted in that ftation ; and as he 
had reafon to expett, at the fame time, a general affault, both from 
within and from without his lines, to favour this principal attack, he 
ordered every feparate body to its poll: of alarm j and he himfelf, 
with a confiderable rcferve, took a ftation from which he could beft 
obferve the whole, and be ready to fuftain any part that was preffed# 
Ke had given Labienus inftru&ions, in cafe he found that the lines 
could not be defended, to fally forth, and bring the aclion to an iflue, 
in which the Romans were generally found to have an advantage by 
aiixing with the enemy fword in hand. 

The Gauls, who were fliut up on the heights of Alefiaj only wait* 
ing to fecond the attempts of their friends in the field, began the 
action on their part nearly about the fame time ; and the Romans^ 
being alarmed with hoftile cries and fhouts, at once both in their 
front and in their rear, were in danger of being feized-with a panic, 
from which the beft troops, on occafion, are not exempted. 

Labienus was fo much prefied where the Gauls made their princi- 
pal effort, that Gsefar detached two fevcral parties -from his referve to 
fuftain him. Firft, a body of fix cohorts under Decimus Brutus^ and 
afterwards a body of feven cohorts under Fabius. At length, upon 

Vol. II. U u receiving 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



receiving information that Labienus had not been able to prevent the 
enemy from paffing the intrenchment, buf that he meant, with all 
the troops who had joined him from different ftations, amounting to 
nme-and-thirry cohorts, to make a general fally according to his in- 
ftructions, and to mix with the enemy fword in hand j he himfelf 

initantly moved to fupport him. 

C^far had, by this time, obferved, that the enemy, by a grof; 
mifconduct, had made no feint or no attempt on any other part of 
the lines to favour their principal attack; and he therefore, with 

thole he ftill retained as a body of referve, not only left the port of 
obfervation he had taken in the beginning of the action, but ventured 
even to unfurnilh fome other parts of the line as he paffed, and ad- 
vanced with great rapidity to join in the fally which Labienus was 
about to attempt. In his coming he was known from afar by the 
confpicuous drefs which he generally wore in time of battle ; and his 
arrival, on this oecafion, with the reinforcement which he brought, 
greatly animated that part of his army which had begun to defpair 
of the event. He had, in this critical moment, with his ufual genius 
and prefence of mind,, ordered his cavalry to get out of the lines ; 
. . and, while the foot were engaged in front, to take the enemy in 
flank or in the rear. If the event had been otherwife doubtful, this 
movement alone, it is probable, muft have ficured it in his favour. 
The Gauls, although in the attack they had acted with ardour, yet 

loft courage when pulhed to defend themfelves ; and, upon the ap- 
pearance of Csfar s cavalry in their rear, took to flight, and were 
purfued with great daughter. 

This flight at once decided the fate of both attacks ; of the Gauls, 
who were fliut up in Alefia, and of their countrymen, who had 
come to their relief. During the night, thofe in the field, difcomfit- 
ed by their repulfe, were feparating, leaving their chieftains, and 

difperfing in different directions. Many fell a prey to the pardes 

who 
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who were fent in purfuit of them. Thofe from within the lines, 
who had fuffered fo long a blockade, now feeing all their hopes of 
relief at an end, were no longer difpofed to contend with their fate. 
Vercingetorix, having aflembled the leaders together, told them, 
That, as he had undertaken this war, not from motives of private 
ambition, but from an earned defire to recover, if he could, the 
freedom of his country, fo he was now ready to become a facrifice 
to the fafety of his countrymen, and in any manner they. thought 
proper to difpofe of him, whether dead or alive, was willing to be 
made the means of appeafing the victor's revenge. 

At this confutation it was determined to furrender ; and Vercin- 
getorix fuffered himfelf to be delivered up. With refpeel: to the 
treatment he received, Csefar is filent j but it is probable^ that, like 
other captive chiefs, on fuch occafions, he was deftined to grace the 

future triumph of his conqueror ; though, upon a fair review of the 

parts they had feverally a&ed, likely to furnifh a comparifon not 
altogether to his advantage, and in fome refpecls fit to obfeure his 

glory. 

The other prifoners alfo, except thofe who belonged to the cantons 
of the iEdui and Arverni, underwent the ordinary F ate of captives ; 

and, in this capacity, were expofed to fale, or divided as plunder 

among the troops. Cajfar referved the prifoners of the Mdui and 
Arverni, on this occafion, to ferve him as hoftages in fecuring the 
Jubmiffion of their refpeclive cantons, and in obtaining from thence 
an immediate fupply of provifions. 
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CHAP. IV. 



C^far remains in Gaul, Pompcy cjf times Pifo into the Office of 

Con [id. Succcjjizn of Servius Sulpicius and M. Claudius Mar* 

alius. JrrarynerJ for the Provinces. Motion to recoil 

Cafar. Continued Debates in the Senate. Operations of Cafar 

in Gaul.' Intrigues in the City. /.fairs in the other Pro- 
vinces. Campaign cf Cicero. Succcffion of Confuls. State 

of Parties in the City and in the Senate. Sir rival of Cafar in 

Italy in the Spring. Return to Gaul. Parts with two Le- 
gions to Pompey and the Senate. Alarm of Cafar s March.? 

The Corfu I Marcel/us commits his Sword to Pompey. 



£ 0 0 S npHE feventh and the moll difficult campaign of the war in 

J. Gaul being now at an end, pcfar fent Labienus, with two 
legions beyond the Sonne'; Cuius Fabius, with two more, to the heads 
ef the Maine and the Meufe ; other officers with feparate bodies, 
amounting in all to three legion?, into different ftations beyond the 
Loire and towards the Garonne ; Quintus Tullius Cicero, with feme 
other officers, to a Ration allotted them on the Soane, to fuperintend 
the formation of magazines and the fupply of provifions, which were 
chiefly transported by the navigation of that river. 

Cxfax himfelf having now no other objett of equal importance 
with that of fecuring the pofleffion of a country fo populous and or 
fc great extent, from which he might draw fuch refources of men 
and of revenue, as mud put him on the foot of a great monarch, 
determined to pafs the winter on this fide of the Alps. He had ob- ' 



he Arar. 



tained 
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tnihed a difpenfation from the law which excluded him from the 
Confulate, fo long as he retained his army ; but as it was not yet 
time to avail himfelf of his privilege, he refolved, by remaining at 
a diftance, as much as poflible to fhun the notice of fuch parties at 
Rome as were known to obferve his proceedings,, and to ftate them as 
matter of general alarm. He neverthelefs did not fuffer any thing 

of moment to pafs in the city without taking fome part by means of 
his agents and partizans, and- was continually employed in gaining 
to his interefts all thofe who were lively to come into office, or who, . 
by their perfonal confederation, were of any importance in the State, , 
and ever ftrove to exclude from office fuch as were dil Inclined lo him- 
felf, or who could not be gained. 

Pompey had now, for fome months, exercifed the office of fele 
Conful. In that time he had,, in fome meafure, reftored the autho- 
rity of government, and had exercifed it with moderation. He had 
fhown himfelf qualified to act the part of an excellent prince, though 
ill qualified to endure the equality which is claimed by the citizens- 

of a commonwealth. His continual defire of unprecedented ho- 
nours was one of the evils that diftreffed the republic. This evil, , 
however,, was partly mitigated by the facility with which he parted 
with power. Having enjoyed his prefent dignity from the firft of 
March to the beginning of Auguft, lie took for colleague his father- 
in-law Metellus Scipio, fufpending the profecution under which he • 

then lay, for bribery, in (eliciting votes at a preceding election. 

The newly elected colleague of Pompey, defirous to (ignalizc his ad— 

miniitration by fome act of reformation, moved and obtained the repeal 

of the act in winch Clodius had fo greatly circumfcribed the power of ' 
the Ccnfors ;• and he attempted to revive the authority of this magi-- 

ftracy, but in vain. Few citizens, now in public view, could bear " 
the rigorous infpection of this once awful Tribunal, as few had the- 
courage to undertake or to exercife its truft, The inftitution accord- 
ingly 
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ingly had fallen into difufe, becaufe it was not fitted to the times. 
And there being few of the People that were fit either to cenfure, or 

that could bear to be cenfured, it was not in the power of laws to 
revive what the general fenfe and manners of the age had abolimed, 
Diforders arifing from the weaknefs of government had come to 
that extreme at which ftates muft either correft themfelves, or un- 
dergo fome fatal change. The example of puni foments inflicted, 
and of profecutions ftill carried on againft perfons lately in office, 
for the illegal methods employed at elections, deterred many from 

offering themfelves for any of the offices of State 5 and the late law, 
excluding Confuls, Prartors, and other magiftrates from any pro- 
vincial appointments for five years after the expiration of their term, 
removed one powerful motive by which citizens were induced to 
leek for fuch honours. 

At the elections for the enfuing year only three candidates ap- 
peared ; M. Marcellus, Servius Sulpicius, and M. Cato : all of them 
fuppofed to be of the Senatorian party ; but very differently confi- 
dered bv thole who now endeavoured to rule the State. Marcellus 
had, in fad, recommended himfelf to Pompey ; and Sulpicius, as 
afterwards appeared, had been gained by Crefar; and both were 

warmly efpoufed by thefe powerful patrons in the prefent conteft in 

oppoiition to Cato, whofe fuccefs might have proved a confiderable 
ob'frruction to Csfar's defigns. 

It is obferved of this competition, that it was carried on without 
bribery or tumult. As the competitors were fuppofed to be all of the 
Senatorian party,- the Senators thought their ioterefl: fecure which- 
ever of the candidates Ihould prevail. And as the Senatorian party 
divided upon the occafion, the influence of Cazfar and Pompey eafily 
cad the balance on the fide of Sulpicius and Marcellus. . Cato, 
during the competition, continued in the fame habits of friendfhip as 

ufual with both ; and when the choice was decided in their favour, 

inftead 
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Inftead of withdrawing from public view, as was common under c & P. 
fuch difappointments, he went to the field of Mars as ufual from the 
affcmblies of the People, ftript and went to exercife, and continued 
from thence forward to frequent the Forum in his common undrefs. 

To thofe who condoled with him, or preffed him to continue his 
fuit for another year, as he had done when firft difappointed of the 
Pr&'torfhip, he made anfwer, That he thought it was the part of a 
good man to undertake the public fervice, whenever he was intrufted 
with it, and to make his willingncfs* known, but not to court the 
public for employments as a favour to himfelf. " The people," lie 
laid, " at the time that they refufed me the Pretorlhip, were under • 

u actual violence : in this cafe, they have made a free choice, and it 

■ 

" appears that I mull either violate my own mind, or renounce their 
" good-will. My own mind is of more confequence to me than 
" their favour ; but, if I retain my character, I lhall not be fo un- 
" rcafonable as to expect confideration from perfons to whom, it is 
" not agreeable . 

When the new Confuls were received into office, their immediate Ut c „ 0 „ # 
predeceflbrs being by the late act precluded for five years from hold- ^5™* j^'P 1 " 
ing any provincial government, it became neceffary to fill ftations of Claud. Mar - 

, . cellus, Co& 

this fort with thofe who had formerly been in office, and who hi- 
therto had not been appointed to any command in the Provinces. 
Accordingly Bibulus, who had been the colleague of Gx-far in his 
Confulate, was appointed to the government of Syria, vacant by the 
death of Craffus. Cicero was named to fucceed Appius Claudius in 
Cilicia and Cyprus, Atius Varus was appointed Prsetor in Africa, and 
P. Cornelius Spinther in Achaia. Pompey, who had hitherto enjoyed 
a difpeniation from the law, in continuing to hold by his lieutenants" 
the government and command of the army in Spain, while he filled- 

* Plutarch, in Caton. p. 268. 

a 
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the office of Conful in the city, now profeffed an intention to take 
poiTeuion of his province in perfon, and he a&ually fet out from 
Rome for this purpofe ; but was induced to fufpend his journey by 
a motion, which was made in the Senate by Marcellus, foon after 
h:s accefiion to the office of Conful. 

Ca:far was now in poffeffion of a very important privilege, which 
-entitled him to fue for the Confulate, without refigning the command 
•cf his army. His view in coveting this privilege ; his continual 
.augmentation of the troops in his province; his addrefs in attaching 
the army to himfelf ; his infinuation ; his liberality ; his affiduity to 
gain every perfon that could be won, and to preclude from power 
every one likely to oppofe himfelf: the whole tendency of his con- 
duel, and the enormous power he had acquired, began to be obferved, 
and gave a general alarm. What Cato had fo often reprefented to 

no purpofe, began to be generally perceived j and perfons, formerly 
the leaft attentive to the warnings they received, would now have 
been glad to remove Qeiar from the poft of advantage they had given 
him. 

The greater part of the Senate had become remifs in their attend- 
ance, and regardlefs even of their own political interefts. The fetf 
who exerted themfelves, were diftracled with perfonal jealoufies and 
diftruft of each other. Cicero in particular^ who before his banifh- 
ment had been ftrenuous on the fide of the ariftocracy, now grown 
timorous from the fufferings he had incurred, was chiefly attentive 
to his own fafety, which he ftudied by paying his court to the pre- 
vailing powers. There was no bar in Csfar's way, befide the great 
co nil d the jea-loufy of Pompey, who had aflifted him in 

procuring his privilege to Hand for the Confulate in abfence; but 
now C:w ::s tendency, and wiflied to recall it. It was probably, 
there; c:.:, with the approbation of Pompey, though after his departure 

from Rome, that the Conful Marcellus, while the Senate was dcli- 

* berating 
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berating on the other removes and appointments in the provincial c 
governments, propofed that, the war in Gaul being finiflied, Cafar 
ihould.be recalled; or, if his friends infifted on his being continued 
in his command, that he mould not be admitted on the lift of candi- 
dates for the Confulate, until he prefented himfelf perfonally for 
this purpofe. 

This motion gave rife in the Senate to warm debates, which were 
frequently adjourned, and as often refumed. The Conful Sulpicius, 
fupported by numbers of the Tribunes who were in the intereft of 
Cxfar, oppofed the proceeding. Pompey himfelf, under pretence 
that he waited the iffue of thefe debates, flopped fliort in his jour- 
ney to Spain, patted fome time at Ariminum in reviewing the netr 
levies which were deftined to reinforce the troops of his province ; 
and at laft, being fummoned to attend the Senate on the fifteenth of 
Auguft, to confider of the provincial arrangements 1 , he returned 
to Rome. 

On this day, Pompey affetted to cenfure the violence with which 
it had been propofed to recall, before the expiration of his term, an 
officer legally appointed. He acknowledged his opinion, that Csefar 
ought not to unite the government of a province, and the command 
of an army, with the dignity of Conful ; but difluaded the Senate 
from taking an immediate refolution on that head. The debate was 
adjourned to the firft of September \ Then ho meeting of the Se- 
nate could be formed j but as foon as the fubjed was again refumed, 
the late Conful Cornelius Scipio, the father-in-law to Pompey, pro- 
pofed, that on the firft of March, when the perfons deftined to fnc- 
cced the prefent Confuls mud have entered on office, a day Ihould be 
fixed to confider of the province of Gaul, and moved that this quef- 

s Cicer. Epift. ad Familiar. lib. viii. ep. 4. ♦ Cicer. ad Familiar, lib. via. ep. 9, 
Dio. Cnff. Jib. iv. c. 58, 59, 

Vol. II, X. x tion 
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rion fhould be refumed in preference to every other bufinefs 5 . Mar- 
cellus accordingly prepared, and laid before the Senate, a decree foi 
this purpofe on the laft of September. By the firft claufe of this de- 
cree, the Confuls elected for the following year were required, on 
the firft of March, to move in the Senate the confideration of the con- 
fular provinces, to admit no other bufinefs to precede or to be 



fuffer no interruption 



Senate, 



By the 



lame claufe, it was refolved, That the three hundred Senators, ap- 
pointed judges for the year, might be called off from their fittings in 

the courts to attend the Senate on this bufinefs ; and if it mould be 
neceflary to make any motion on this fubjed in the affemblies of the 
People at large, or of the Plebeians 6 feparately, that the Con- 
fuls Sulpicius and Marcellus, the Praetors, the Tribunes, or fuch of 
them as mail be agreed upon, mould move the people accordingly. 

To this claufe were prefixed, in the ufual form, the names of 
twelve Senators, as the authors or movers of it. 

By a fecond claufe, bearing the fame names, a caution was entered 
againft any obftruction to be given in this bufinefs by perfons em- 
powered to controul the Senate's proceedings ; and it was refolved, 
That whoever fhould put a negative on this decree, fhould be de- 
dared an enemy to his country ; and that the Senate, notwithftand- 
ing any fuch negative, fhould perfift in recording its own decree, and 
in carrying its purpofe into execution. In the face of this refolution, 
the Tribunes C. Cadius, L. Venicius, P. Cornelius, C. Vibius Panfa, 
interpofed their negatives. 



That 



taken 



tion, and all who claimed their difmiffion, either on account of the 



3 Cicer. ad Zxauizi. lib. via. cp. 9. * Ad Popalum Plebemve fenent. IBM. 
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length of fervice, or any other confideration, Ihould be heard ; and c 
that this likewife ihould be entered as a decree of the Senate, not- 
withftanding any negative interpofed to the contrary. Here the 
Tribunes C. Griius and C. Panfa, again forbad the decree. The Iaft 

■ 

claufe related to the mode of carrying into execution the purpofe of 
the Pompeian law, with rcfpecT: to the nomination of Pro-prsetors to 
the province of Cilicia, and the other eight Praetorian provinces ; 
and on this claufe likewife, the two laft mentioned Tribunes entered 

their negative'. 

Thus the refolutions of the Senate, though preferved in their own 
records, were, by the continual interpofition of the Tribunes, pre- 
vented from having any real effect. And Csefar, from the difputes 
which had arifen on his account, had fufficient warning, if this had 
been neceflary, to prepare himfelf for an approaching conflict It is 
indeed likely, that though in attion the principal characters of his 
mind were decifion and rapidity, yet no man ever laid his defigns 
more deep, looked forward to confequences more remote, or waited 
with more patience the proper time for the execution of his pur-* 
pofe. He had now, by the unremitted application of eight years, 
acquired'the advantage, for the fake of which he had coveted the com- 
mand in Gaul ; he was at the head of a numerous army, which he had 
gradually augmented from two or three legions, the eftablifhment of 
his province, to twelve, well inured to fervice, and attached to his 
perfon. He was in poifelTion of a privilege to ftand for the Confulate, 
without difbanding his army ; and when he mould unite the firft civil 
and political authority in the ftate, with an army at the gates of the 
capital, there is no doubt that he might be confidered as fovereign 
of the empire. His apparent right to the advantages he had gained 

was fuch, that the refolutions of the Senate againft him, however 

* Ciceto ad Familiar, lib. viii. ep. 8, 

X X 2 neceflary 



w THE PROGRESS AND' TERMINATION 



iV. 




neceflary to the prefervatioa of the commonweakh,. ought have the 
femblance of injuftice, and were likely to engage both his own army 
and the populace of Rome in his quarrel. He hirafelf prepared for 
the iffue, by removing every caufe of eaibarraffment in his province,, 
and by paying frefh court to the legions under his command with 
gratifications and bounties. 

He had difperfed or deftroyed all the great armies, which the uU 
moft efforts of the Gaulifh nations, in the preceding campaign, had 
been able to affemble againft him ; but he had not reconciled the fpirits 
of that people, nor inured them to his government. He had a plau- 
Cble ground, therefore, from which to refute the allegations of the 
Senate, who proceeded in their refolutions againft him, on a fuppo- 



that the war 



itify his army 



try. For thefe purpofes, foon after he had placed his army ia 
winter quarters, he had intelligence, or affected to believe, that 
the war was likely to break out afrefh in different cantons ; and under 
this pretence, took occafion to carry his legions fucceflively into 

aftion. Leaving M. Antony to command at Bibra&e 1 on the right 



of the Loire, he Mmfelf, with the eleventh and twelfth legions, 
faffed that river, took the canton of the Bituriges by furprize, plun- 
dered their habitationSj carried many of the people into captivity, 



country, until 



eighbouring cantons on the left of the Loire, to avert thefe 
mities, furrendered themfelves at difcretion* 

From this expedition, in which he fpent forty days, he reft 

to his quarters, and ordered the two legions, which had been 
employed, a gratuity of two hundred Jeftertii, or about thirty 
lings a man to the private foldiers ; and. of about two thou&nt 



Afterward* Aa^ofodunmn , now Autem 



eertii r 
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tertii, or fixtecn-pounds, to the Centurions. This money, it Is ob- c 



ferved by the hiftorian % was not immediately paid ; but was retained - 
by Casfar as a pledge in his own hands, or remained as a debt* 
due to the army, giving to every individual a fpecial intereft in the 
fafety and fuccefs of his general. 

About eighteen days after this firlir divifion of the army was 
brought back to its quarters, other two legions were employed on a 
like expedition between the Loire and the Seine The inhabitant* 
of this tract were* to fuffer military execution, upon a complaint that 
they infefted the newly acquired fubjects of Csefar beyond theLoire^ 
He accordingly marched to protect his new allies ; and being ar- 
rived in the country, from whence they were faid.to be invaded, 
found the fuppofed enemy, by the devaluations of the preceding 
campaign which had . ruined their towns and villages, reduced to 
live in temporary huts, in which they withftood with difficulty the- 
inclemency of the feafon, and were rather objects of pity than of 
hoftile refentment. On the approach of the Romans, they fled to the 
woods, where they perifhed in great numbers, from the effefts of 
famine and cold* To force them to an immediate furrender, or to 
cut off all hopes of advantage from- delay, Cxfar made a difpofition 
to prevent their having any refpife from their prefent fufferings. He 
ordered the ruins of Genabum 11 to be repaired as a place of arms, quar- 
tered his legions there, and kept the horfe and light infantry in the field 
to purfue the natives, to feize their perfons, and to multiply the evils 
to which they were expofed. In this fervice. too, it was likely that 
the army was rewarded by the diftribution of captives, the only 
fpoils of fuch an enemy, and came to have a demand on Csefar for 

gratuities equat to thofe which had been* granted to the eleventh and: 
twelfth legions* * ' 

* Hirt. de Bell, .GallicO,. 10 To the country of the Carnutes, »» Now Orleans. 
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Thefe operations led on to the fpring, when a more real fervice 
took place on the frontiers of the low countries. From that quarter, 
the people of the Remi " had given information, that the Bellovaci, 
or inhabitants of what is now called the Beauvais, with other cantons 
on the right of the Oife, were actually arming, and meant to make 
war on the Romans and their allies. 

On this intimation, Gefar thought proper again to call forth the 
eleventh legion into fervice ; and it is remarkable that this legion, 

though now in its eighth campaign, is exprefsly faid to have been 
thus employed out of its turn, in order to improve a difcipline, in 
which, when compared to the other legions, they were deemed to 
be Hill defective. The eighth and ninth legion?, the one from the 
ftation of Fabius, and the other from that of Labienus, were ordered 
to join them in the country of the Suefones near the confluence of 
the Oife and the Aifne. With this force Cxkr pafled the Oife ; 

but arrived too late to furprize his enemy. The Bellovaci u , with 
fome of their neighbours, apprehending, from the fate of the nations 

on the Loire, that they could not rely for fafety on their innocence, 
nor on the care which they had taken to avoid giving offence to 
the Romans, had taken arms for their own fecurity, and had retired 
with all their effects to a ftrong poft. They had a hill in their front, 
beyond which there lay a morafs, and in that fituation they thought 
themfelves fufficiently fecure without any artificial work. 

Csefar pofted himfelf in their neighbourhood ; and fuppofmg that 
the fuperiority of their numbers would infpire them with confi- 
dence, took meafures to augment their prefumption, >and to derive 
fome advantage from the eirors they were likely to commit, under 
the effe&s of this difpofition. He affected unufual caution, fortified 
his camp with uncommon care, fcarcely ventured abroad to cover 

"Rheims, » The Soiffons. 13 TheBeaovow. 
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his foragers, and feemed to be entirely occupied in fecuring him- 
feif. 

The enemy however continued to avoid any general adtion, and 

were fatisfied with the fuccefsful war they were fuffered to make on 
the foraging parties which were fent from the Roman camp. Be- 
ing joined by five hundred German horfe, they attacked and de- 
ftroyed the cavalry, which had come to the affiftance of Csefar from 
the cantons of the Remi and Lingones ' 4 , and on which he chiefly 
relied for covering the avenues to his camp. By this lofs he might 
have been in a little time reduced to great diftrefs, or even forced to 
retire, if he had not procured a fpeedy reinforcement, by ordering 
Trebonius, with the two legions lately ftationed at Genabum l5 , and 
a third from Avaricum ,rt , to join him without delay. 

The Gauls, on hearing of this great acceffion of ftrength to their 
enemy, and recollecting the fatal blockade and ruin of their coun- 
trymen at Aiefia, determined to change their ground. They began 
to execute this refolution in the night, by removing their fick, 
wounded, and baggage ; but had made fo little progrefs at break of 
day, that their intention was difcovered, and Csfar, before they began 
their march, had time to pafs the morafs, and to take poffeflion 
of the rifing ground in their front. This he did with the greateft 

ciifpatch ; and though he (lid not think it expedient to attack them 
in their prefent pofition, he had it in his power to take advantage of 
any movement they fhould make, and continued to awe them and 
to keep them in fufpence. 

The Gauls therefore, inftead of being able to depart as they ex- 
pected before day-light, were obliged to continue to front the 
enemy, in order to cover the retreat of their baggage. They ftill 
flattered themfelves, that Caefar before night would be obliged to 

4 

u Rheims and Langres. * 5 Orleans, «• Bourg«. 
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-retbe to his camp^ but Dbferving, that while the greater part of Ins 
army continued in readinefs for action, he began to entrench him* 
lelf where he flood, they bethought themfelves of a ftratagem to 
elude iis defign. They brought forward the wood and ftraw, 
^riiich -remained, as ufual, on the ground of their .late encampment, 
4aid them in a continued train along the front, and having fet them 
on fire* produced fuch a line of fmoke, as darkened the whole fields 
between the two armies. Under this cover they began their retreat, 
and before Csfar could venture to penetrate the cloud of fmoke in 
purfuit of them, had gained a confiderable diftance. On the firft 
fight of this uncommon appearance, he infpected their defign, and 
began to advance ; but the .precautions, which he was obliged to 
take, in order to guard againft an ambufcade or furprize, gave the 
Gauls the time they wanted to effect the iirft part of . their retreit 

undilhirbed 

Before night they halted again, ahout ten miles from their former 
flation, and recurred to the fame means they had hitherto employed 

to diftrefs the Roman army. They fucceeded in moft of their at. 
tempts on the parties that were fent abroad by Caefar to procure him 
provifions ; and having reduced him to the necefflty of depending 
intirely for the fubfiftcnce of his army on what a particular diftrift 
could fupply, they formed a ddign, with the choice of their army, 
to furround and cut off the parties, which they expected he muft 

employ on that fervice. Cxlar had intelligence of their defign, and 
prepared, in his turn, to counteract them. He placed his army in a 
proper pofition to furprife the great detachment they had made - } and 
having thus taken or deftroyed the flower of their army, obliged the 
remainder, who were thrown into delpair by £o great a lofs, to fur- 
render themfelves at difcretion; in confecjuence of this furrender, 
te got peffdEon of all the cantons in that neighbourhood. 
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The Belgic nations being thus finally fubdued, and Csfar having 
no longer any enemy to oppofe him in -the field, except a few def- 
perate bands from different parts -of the country, who, either from 
fear of his feverity, or averfion to his government, had deferted their 
tettlements, he determined to act againft them in different quarters 

once, and to cut off the retreats, which, in cafe of jiiftrefs, this 
'remnant of the nations who lately oppofed him mutually gave to each 
other; He fent C. Fabius, with twenty-five cohorts, to act on the left of 
the Loire j the twelfth legion, towards the fources of the Garonne 
with orders to cover the approaches to Narbonne from the incurfions of 

■ 

any ftragglers, whom his intended feverities might-force upon defperate 
attempts on that fide. He himfelf, with Labienus and Mark An- 
tony, proceeded to the Meufe, where the territories of the late un- 
fortunate Ambiorix 17 , beginning to be re-peopled, and the. nation 
rcinftated under its former leader, were become again the object: of his 
vengeance. To convince this unhappy people, that they, were not to 
enjoy peace under the government of a Prince who had prefumed 
to circumvent and to deftroy a part of the Roman army, he renewed 
his military execution againft them, ifluing his orders, as in the for- 
mer inftance, to fpare neither fex nor age. 

While Cxfar himfelf was employed in this manner, C. Fabius being 
arrived at the place of his deftination, between the lower parts of the 
Loire and the Garonne, found a confiderable force in arms againft Ca- 
niaius Rebilus, the Roman officer, who was ftationed in that quarter. 
The natives had laid fiege to a fortrefs that was in poffeffion of the 
Romans : but alarmed by the approach of Fabius, they withdrew, and 
endeavoured to pafs the Loire to the northward. In this attempt, being 
intercepted in their march, and obliged to fight the Roman detach-, 
merit, they were defeated with great Jlaughter. After this calamity, 

• *» Now Liege, Juliers, and Guelderland. 
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B O^o K. about five hundred, who efcaped from the field under Drapes, a 

prince of that country, formerly diftinguiihed in the war againft the 

p 

Romans, took their flight in the oppofite direction, and propofed to 
attack the Roman province of Narbonne, in order to compenfate 
their Ioffes with its fpoils. 

Fabius, in confequence of his victory, received the fubmiffion of 

all the nations from the Loire to the Seine, and quite down to the 
fea coaft. And having taken meafures to fecure his conqueft, fol- 
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taken. The natives, however, who remained in the place, being 
fupplied for a confiderable time with provifions, refolved on a vi- 
gorous defence ; and, by keeping the Roman army for fome time at 
bay, began to raife up anew the hopes and expectations of the na- 
tions around them. Cscfar thought the reduction of this place an 
object that required his own prefence. Having therefore fent La- 
bienus to the Mofelle, and having left M. Antony to command in 
the low countries, he himfelf, with his ufual difpatch, crolTed great 
nart of Gaul, and appeared on the Garonne, equallv unexpected 
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by lils own people, and by the enemy who were befieged in the town 
of Uxellodunum. 

The place being ftrong by nature, and in no want of provifions, 
could be forced only by cutting off its accefs to water. For this pur- 
pofe Csefar lined the banks of the river with archers and Dingers, 
and effectually prevented the befieged from fupplying themfelves 

■ 

from thence. He proceeded next to exclude them from the 
ufe of a fpring which burft from the rock in the approach to their 
town ; for having got the command of the ground, he pufhed a 
mine to the fource from which the water came, diverted it from 
its former direction, and, by depriving the befiegers of this laft 

refource, obliged them to lay down their arms and truft to his mercy. 
In this, however, they experienced what the author l \ from whora 
tliefc accounts are taken, confidered as more than the ufual feverity 
of antient war. Casfar, according to this hiftorian, having given 
proof of his clemency, bethought himfelf now of an example of 
juftice ; and for this purpofe ordered fuch as had carried arms in de- 
fence of Uxellodunum to have their hands ftruck off 10 . And this 
refined aft of cruelty being joined to the many barbarous executions 
with which the conqueft of that country had been atchieved, thus 

ended the war in GauL 

The ufual time of putting the troops into winter quarters not 
being arrived, Ciclar thought proper to vifit the nations upon 
the Adour, or what is now called Gafcony* 1 ; the only part of 
his new conquefts in the acquifition of which he had not acted 
in perfon. He marched through this country at the head of two 
legions, and was every where received with the moft perfect fub- 

miffion. From thence he repaired to Narbonne, the capital of his 

19 Hift. de Bell. Gall. lib. viii. c. 44. teftatior efiet pana improborum. De Bell. 

50 Catfarquum fuam lenitatem cognitam Gall. lib. viii. c. 4^. 

omnibus fciret. Omnibus qui arma tu- 11 Acquitania. 

Jcrant mauus precidit. Vitam conccfiit quo 
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original province, held the ufual meetings for the difpatch of civil 

affairs, and made a diipofition for the quarters of his army during 
the winter. By this difpofition two legions were Rationed in the 
high country, from which ipring the Garonne and the Loire, or ia 
the territories of the Limovaci and Arverni " : two at Bibra&e be- 
tween the Soane and the Loire ; two between the Loire and the 
Seine 13 j and the remai n i n g four under the command of Trebonius, 
Vatinius, and Quintus Tullius Cicero, in different parts of the lovr 
countries. To this extremity of his new conquefts he himfelf re- 
paired, and fixed his quarters at Nc 
northern ftations.- 

By this diftribution -of his army, Cifar formed a kind of chain 
from the frontier of his original province, quite through the heart 

of his new acquifitions to the Meufe and the Scheldt And by his 
feeming anxiety for the fafety of the northern extremities of hi* 
province, and ilill more by his own diftance from Italy, he probably 
killed for a while the vigilance or jealoufy of his principal opponents 
at Rome. His own attention, however, to the ftate of politics was 
never lefs remitted, 

Mark Antony, a perfon profligate and diflipated'; but when the 
occafion required exertion, daring and eloquent, deftined to be fre- 
quently mentioned in the fequel of this hiftory, ' now began to he 
employed by Cxfar in the affairs of the city ; and, under pretence of 
Handing for the priefthood, was fent from Gaul, where he had re- 
cently ferved in the army, to bear a principal part among the agents 
and emilTaries of his general. Thefe agents were continually 
bufied in magnifying his fervice?, and in gaining to his intereft every 



pe: fon of confideration who could in any degree advance or obftrutT 
Lii defigns. In the conqueft of Gaul, they alleged that he addsd 
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to the patrimony of the Roman People a territory of no lefs than c 

three thoufand miles in circumference, and a revenue of forty millions 

Roman money 15 . They took care at the fame time, in his name and 
by his directions, under the pious pretence of celebrating the memory 
of his daughter, the late wife of Pompey, to cajole the people with 
public entertainments and feafts ; and proceeded to execute, at a great 
expence, the fplendid works which Ccefar had formerly ordered. 

He himfelf, at the fame time, was careful to fecure the affections of the 
army; doubled their pay, and was lavifh in all the other articles which 

were derived from his bounty. Ecfides his occafional liberality to the 
legions in time of the war, he gave, or engaged himfelf to pay, to each 
particular foldier, what to perfons of that condition was a confiderablc* 
object. In the city he even entered into the fecrets of every family,, 
and, as has been mentioned, gained the matter by courting the miftrefs 
or favourite Have. His purfe was ever open to gratify the covetous with 
prefents, to relieve the neceffitous, and to fdence the creditors- of thofe 

who were oppreflcd with debt. He encouraged the prodigal to 
firuander their patrimonies, and freely lent them the aids w hich their 
extravagance rendered neceffary to them. He kept a corrcfpondencc 
it the fame rime with dependant and foreign princes ; and took 
upon him the protection of provincial towns, in order to fecure 
their affection and their confidence 16 . 

While Gssfar was thus extending his influence in the empire, he 
had amufed Pompey by ailigning to him, in all their arrangements, 

what was apparently the place of honour and of importance at the 
head of affairs at Rome; as he had gratified Craffus likewife by leaving 
Mm to choofe the moft lucrative government, while he himfelf fub- 
mitted to be employed- as a mere provincial officer, to explore a bar- 

lurous country, and' to make war with its natives. But by thus 

55 Plutarch. .in Vit- Catoni*, p. 268. Sueton. In Jul. Cxf. c, 25. Between about three* 
*iJ four hundred thoufand pounds, 20 Sueton, in Jul, C*f. c. 26, 27, 28. 
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yielding the fuppcfed preference of ftation to his rivals, he actually 
employed them as the -willing tools and minifters of his own 
ambition. The former, with all his difpofition to emulation and 
jealoufy, and perhaps for fome time the dupe of thefe artifices, ima- 
gined that Csefar advanced by his penuiffion, and - that the prefent 
ftate of parries was the fruit of his own addrefs. As he himfelf, for 
the moil part, endeavoured to obtain his ends by means indirect and 
artificial, he was the more eafily duped by thofe who affected to be 
deceived by him, and who were able to over-reach him. Although 
it was impoffible for him now to remain any longer infenfible to the 
fuperiority which Cscfar had acquired, or to thofe dill more important 
objects at which he was aiming, yet he had not hitherto taken liis 
part openly nor directly againft him, but contented himfelf with 
employing others in ill-concerted and ineffectualattacks, which he 
fometimes difowned, and always feebly fupported. At laft, and in 
the profecution of the meafures of which we have obferved the be- 
ginning in the Senate, he hazarded the whole authority of that body 
againft C#far, without having provided any military power to enforce 

their commands* 

Pompey himfelf, while mofi under the influence of ambition, and 

when he had it moft in his power to trample on the civil confutation of 
his country, had ihewn a refpect for the commonwealth, which kept 
him within bounds that were confiftent with this fpecies of govern- 
ment; and he imagined that no man -could prefume to furpafs himfelf 
in pretenfions to rife above the ordinary level. In the courfe of debates 
relating to the prefent flate of .affairs, he generally fpoke ambiguoufly, 
or affected to difbelieve the defigns that were imputed to Csefar ; but 
finding, on the laft motion which was made to recall him from 
Gaul, that the eyes of the whole Senate were turned upon himfelf 
he was forced to break filence ; and, with fome degree of embar- 
raffment, laid, that although it was his opinion, that the proconful of 
Gaul could not, in coufiftence withjuftice, be inftantly recalled, yet 

that 
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that after the firft of March he fhould have no difficulties on the 
fubjed. " But," fays one of the Senator?, " What if this motion 
u Ihould then have a negative put upon it ?" " I lhall make no dif- 
41 tincYion," replied Pompey, w between Csefar s refufing to obey the 

" order of the Senate, and his procuring fome one here to forbid that 
« order." " But what if he perfift in demanding the Confulate while 
w he retains his province and his army ?" What," replied Pompey, . 
M if my own child fhould offer me violence 17 ?" 

After the attempt which had been made to fix the queftion of 
Cxfar's recall for the firft of March, Pompey being at Naples, was 
taken ill, and fuppofed to be in danger. His recovery gave a ge- 
neral fatisfaction, of which he had afterwards very flattering proofs 
in his progrefs through Italy. He was every where met by pro- 
ceffions, found the ways ftrowed before him with flowers, and was 

received by multitudes, who appeared to be frantic with joy for the 
leturn of his health. 

Whatever part Pompey himfelf or his emiffaries may have had in 
procuring thefe demonftrations of refpeft and affection, it is probable 
he was highly flattered with them, and either miftook them himfelf, 
or hoped that others Ihould miftake them, as the proofs of a con- 

fideration and power which no attempt of his rival could overfet or- 
impair. 

The principal attention of all parties, during this fummer and 
autumn, as has been mentioned, had been turned to the affairs of 
Csfar, and the dangerous tendency of the courfe he purfued : and 
they were but for a little while diverted from this object by an alarm . 
on the fide of Syria. The Parthians, encouraged by their late fuccefs 
againft CrafTus, pafled the Euphrates with a great army, commanded 
Pacorus, fon to Orodes, under the direction of Ofaces, * a veteran 



37 Cicer, Epift. ad Famil laics, lib.viii. ep. 8. 

4 



and 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



and experienced leader. They had, during the preceding winter, 

made an alliance with the king of Armenia, and were to be joined 

by his forces in this invaficn. The difaftcr of Craffus had rendered 

the Parthian name terrible at Rome ; and this intelligence ftruck a 

momentary panic in the city, as if an enemy were already at the gate?. 

Some propo-ed to givePompey the command in Syria; fome to fend 
Cxi2T thither; and ether?, to fend both the prefent Confuls to the 

army wi:h a proper reinforcement \ 

But before theie meafures could be determined, or before any re- 
inforcement could be ready to join the army in Syria, the people 
were relieved of their fears by Caius Caflius, the general then com- 
manding in that province, who had obliged the Parthians to withdraw 
from Antioch ; in their retreat attacked them, and made great 

Daughter. 0 facts in that action received fGme wounds, of which, 
in a few days afterwards, he died, and the Parthian army continued 
in their retreat during the following year beyond the Euphrates; 
fenfible, in their turn, that a war carried over the waftes of that de- 

folated frontier might be ruinous to any power by which it was at- 
tempted. 

Bibulus, the prefent Proconful of Syria, foon after the retreat of 
the Parthian?, arrived in his province, and, according to the efta- 
blimed practice of the Romans, laid his pretenfions to a triumph fcr 
the victory which, under his auipices, though before his arrival, had 
been obtained by his lieutenant. • ' 

This invailon of Syria, as well as fome diftufbances in his own 
province, furniined Cicero, at the fame time, with the occafion of 
iome military operations, of which we have a particular account, 
in his letters, and which, though not material to the military hiflory 
of the time?, are not unworthy of notice, as the relate to this eminent 
perfonage. He had taken poffefTion of his command in Cilicia, and 

Cicer. zd Familiarcs, lib. viil ep. 10. 
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however better fitted by his habits for the Forum and the political 
aflemblies at Rome than for the field, poflefled abilities to qualify 
him for any ftation, put himfelf at the head of an army, and pre- 
pared for the defence of his province. He had fet out from Rome 
in May ; and* having had a conference with Pompey at Tarentum^ 
arrived at Brundifium on the twenty-firft of that month **, 

The military eftablilhment of Cilicia being no more than twelve 
thoufand foot and two thoufand horfe, Cicero applied for an aug- 
mentation of it, and on the fourth of June was ftill at Brundifium, 
waiting for an anfvver to this application. But jinding that his re- 
queft, having been oppofed by the Conful Sulpicius 30 , was unfucceff- 
fill, he fet fail from that place, arrived at Adium on the fifteenth of 
that month, and, paffing through Athens, reached his province on 

the laft of July. Here he found the troops, in confequence of a 
mutiny which had recently broke out among them, feparated from 
their officers, difperfed in places of their own choofing, the men of 
entire cohorts abfent from their colours, and confidering themfelves as 
exempt from any authority or government whatever. Trufting to the 
rcfpedt that was due to the name and commhTion of Proeonful, he 

ordered M. Annius, one of his lieutenants, to affemble as many as 

he could of the mutinous troops, and to encamp at Iconium in Li- 
caonia. There he joined them on the twenty-fourth of Auguft; and, 
having intelligence of the Parthian invafion, took meafures for the 
iecurity of his province ; marched, without lofs of time, to Cybiftra, 
on the frontier of Cappadocia ; took under his protection the king 
Ariobarzanes, who was then threatened by a powerful fa&icn in his 
own kingdom, and by receiving him as a prince in alliance with the 
Romans, difpelled the ftorm .that had been gathering againft him. 
He accepted, at the fame time, of the offers that were made by De- 

w 

*» Cicero ad Familiar. lib. iii. ep. 3. «• Ibid. 
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jotarus to join him with all his forces ; and being in this fituation 
when he received accounts that the Parthians had prefented them- 
felves before Antioch, he fuppofed that his prefence might be wanted 
to cover his own frontier on the fide of Syria. He accordingly 
moved to that quarter, in order to fecure the paffes of the mountains. 
Here however he learnt, that the ftorm had blown over ; that the 
enemy had retired, and had fuftained a confiderable lofs in their 
retreat; and that Bibulus was then at Antioch. This intelligence 
he communicated to Dejotarus, intimating,, at the fame time, that his 
afliftance was no longer neceflary. 

The province of Cilicia had been for fome years fubj eel to the Ro- 
mans; but the inhabitants of the mountainous parts had never acknow- 
ledged their authority, nor even that of their own national fovereigns. 
Cicero, on his arrival in the neighbourhood of their country, finding 
that the people had retired to their ftrong holds, and were ftill de- 
termined to oppofe his authority, formed a defign to furprife them ; 
and, for the better execution of his project, made a feint to with- 
draw to Epiphania, where he halted for a day, as if to refrefh his 
troops. On the day following, which was the eleventh of October, 
in the evening, he put his army again in motion towards the moun- 
tains, and before morning arrived in the midft of his enemies, 
who by this time had returned to their ufual habitations ; cut them 
off feparately, purfued fuch as fled, forced their ftrong holds, and in. 
about fixty days reduced fome towns and a confiderable tract of 

country, which had never before acknowledged the Roman go- 
vera merit 

The troops, on this occafion, faluted Cicero with the title of 
Imperator; which being ufually given to victorious leaders 3 ', was 
commonly underftood as the fuSrage of the army for obtaining 

a triumph. He himfelf, accordingly, on this circumftance, together 

31 Cicero ad Familiar, lib. xv. ep. 4. 
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with the fervice which gave occafion to it, afterwards grounded his 

claim of that honour. This claim he fcarcely feems to have ferioufly 
entertained ; he even treats it as a jefi: in fome of his letters : yet the 
triumph being in thefe latter times confidered rather as the means of 
acquiring a certain rank in the commonwealth, than as the juft re- 
ward of military merit, he fubmitted his claim to the Senate, and 
urged his friends to fupport it. His conduct as governor of a 

province, at a time when this ftation was fuppofed to give a licence 
to every fpecies of rapine and oppreflion, did honour to his own dif- 

pofition, and to thofe literary ftudies in which Ik was taught to 
choofe the objects of his ambition and his habits of life. In this 
character he declined, both for himfelf and for his attendants, all thofe 
prefents, contributions, and even fupplies of provifions, of which 

cuftom or law had authorifed the Roman governors, in pafling 
through the provinces, to avail themfelves. In his command he dif- 
tinguifhed himfelf by his humanity, condefcenfion, and difintereft- 
ednefs ; was eafy of accefs and hofpitable ; open, in particular to 
all perfons of literary merit and ingenuity, whom he entertained 
without oftentation. In fuch fituations other Roman generals, though 
of great merit, indulged themfelves in what was the cuftom of their 
times ; they drained the provinces to accumulate their own fortunes, 

or placed their money there at extravagant intereft. He was go- 
verned by different maxims, and wifhed to rife above his contem- 
poraries by the fame of his difmtereftednefs, as well as of his in- 
genuity and civil accomplifhments. Other citizens might pofTefs 
greater fteadinefs, and force or elevation of mind ; but his fine ge- 
nius, his talents and fair difpofition, of which his weaknefs indeed 
often prevented the full effect, ftill rendered him an important acqui- 
sition to either of the parties in the commonwealth. And'as they 
endeavoured to gain, fo they even feemed to acquire, his fupport in 
their turns, 

Z z 2 Whilft 
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B o 01 Wbilft the affairs of the refpe&ive provinces were thus admi- 
lV * niitered by the commanders to whom they were intrufted, the ufual 

time of elections at Rome being arrived, L. JEmilius Paulus, and 
C. Claudius Marcellus were eleded to fucceed to the Confulatc for 
the following year. Soon after thefe elections attempts were made, 
though without effect, to carry into execution fome of the regulations 
devifed by Pompev, in his late adminiftration,. to check the corruption 
of the times. Calidius had been engaged in the Iaft competition, 
and immediately upon his difappointment was brought to trial for 
illegal means employed in his canvafs. He was acquitted; and, in 
refentment, retorted the charge on Marcellus v in order, if ppffible, 
to annul his election ; but failed in the attempt. 
'' Of thofe who. were now elected Confuls, Caius Marcelius, as well as 
his relation and immediate predeceflbr Marcus Marcellus, was under- 
ftood to be in the infereft of Pompey. JEmilius Paulus, a Senator of 

* 

rank, and of courfe interefled in the prefervation of the republic, the 
honours of which he was fb well intitled to fhare,. was expected to 

fupport the meafures of the Senate, and adhere to the eftabliflied forms- 
Together with interna] tranquillity, the. government feemed to re- 
cover its antient feverity. Appius Claudius, late Proconful of Ci- 
licia, and Calpurnius Pifo were chofen Cenfors, and appeared to 

have authority enough to carry into execution the powers lately re- 

ftored to this office by the ordinance of Scipio. It was expected that 
thefe Cenfors would hold an even balance between the factions. Ap- 
pius favoured Pompey, and Pifo, from his relation of father-in-law to 
Czefar, was neceflarily difpofed to check the partiality of his colleague. 
The hopes of the Senate were likewife confiderably raifed • by the 
unexpected nomination of Caius Scribonius Curio to be one of the 
Tribunes. Servius Pola, after being elected into this office, had 
been convicted of bribery, the election was fet afide, and Curio fub- 

ftituted in his place. . This young man was of an honourable family ; 

and 
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and pofleffing talents which qualified him for the higheft preferments, c HA P* 
naturally fet out on a foot of independence, and joined thofe who 
were for maintaining the freedom of the commonwealth, and their 
own equal pretenfions to honour and power. Being active and bold, 
as well as eloquent, the Senators were fond of a partizan who was 
likely to take upon himfelf much of that fatigue and danger which 
many of them were willing, even where their own eftates and dig- 
nities were concerned, to devolve upon others. 

The new magistrates accordingly entered on office with high ex- U. C. 703/ 
pettations that the dangerous pretenfions of ambitious citizens, par- Paul us, and 

ticularly thofe of Csefar, would' be effectually checked. The Confuls Muceht^ 
were poflefled of a refolution of the Senate, requiring them to pro- 
ceed to the bufinefs of Csefar's province by the firft of March. This 
refolution wanted only the confent of the Tribunes to render it a 
formal act of the executive power, of which this branch was by 
the conftitution lodged in the Senate. But one of the Tribunes 
having forbid 'the decree, M; Marcellus, late Conful, moved that ap- 
plication might be made to. this officer to withdraw the negative, 
which prevented the effect of what the Senate had refolved. But 
the motion was rejected by a majority 31 of the Senate itfelfj and 
many other fymptoms of Csefars great influence, even over this 
order of men, foon after appeared. 

This able politician, probably that he might not feem to have any 
views upon Italy, had fixed his quarters, and that of his army, in the 
low countries, and at the extremity of his recent conquefts. Bur, , 
inftead of feizing every pretence, as formerly, for making war on 
the natives of Gaul, he endeavoured to quiet their fears, and to con- 
ciliate their affections 33 ; and while he kept the whole province 



in 



a ftate of profound tranquillity, collected money, provided 

31 Cicero ad Familiar, lib. viii. cp. 13. 33 Hire, de Bell. Gall. lib. via. c. 49. 
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arms, and completed his legions, as if preparing for a dangerous and 
important war. His diftance from Italy lulled the jealoufy of his oppo- 
nents, and enabled him to carry on hie operations unobferved. He fparcd 
no expence in gaining acceffions to his intereft ; and when promife 
were accepted, feemed to make them with unbounded confidence in 
the means on which he relied for the performance of them. In .this 
he acted as on the eve of a great revolution, the event of which 

was to raife him above the want of refources, or above the neceflity 
of a fcrupulous faith with private perfons. He actually remitted 
at this time great fums of money to Rome ; and no lefs than fifteen 
hundred talents, or about £289,500, to the management of die 
Conful £milius alone, who was fuppofed to expend this money in 

erecling public buildings for the ufe of the city. But not being 
fuperior to corruption, at leaft not to that which was addreffed 
to his vanity, in being made agent and truftee for-fo popular a 
leader as Cxfar, he difappointed the hopes of his friends, and 
in all the contefts which arofe during his Confulate 3 \ became an 
active partizan for the perfon who had honoured him with fo flattering 
a truft. 

It was likewife very early obferved in thefe debates, that the zeal 

of Curio, who fet out with violent invectives againft Cselar, begaa 
to abate ; that he for a while endeavoured to divert the attention 
of the public to other obje&s 35 ; and at Iaft fairly withdrew himfelf 
from the fupport of the Senate, and efpoufed the intereft of Cx-far in 
every queftion. 

This intereft was now likewife ftrengthened by the acceffions brought 
to it in confequence of the difputes of the Cenfors. Thefe magi- 
ftrates concurred in expunging from the Rolls of the Senate fuch as 
svere of fervile extraclion, and many even of noble family, on account 

3 * Appian. Plutarch. 35 Cicero ad Familiar. lib. viii. ep. 6. 
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of fome infamy or blemifh in their character. But Applus, having 
carried his affectation of zeal beyond what the age could bear, and 
being fufpected of partiality to Pompey's friends l gave offence to 
Pifo, who, by protecting many citizens who were ftigmatized by his 
colleague, gained them to the intereft of Csefar* From thefe feveral 
caufes this party became veiy numerous even in the Senate, and con- 
tinued to fufpend any decrees that were propofed to deprive Caefar of 

his command, or to recall the extraordinary privilege which had 
formerly been granted to him- 

It was afterwards discovered, in the fequel of thefe tranfactions, that 
Curio, fome time before he openly declared himfelf for Csefar, had 
been actually gained by him. This young man, like the youth of 
that age in general, had diflipated his fortune, and contracted immenfe 
debts. His popularity was the effedt of his profufion ; and the 
load of his debts made him a very uncertain friend to government, 
and to laws which fupported the juft claims of his creditors againft 
him. He readily liftened to Caefar, who offered to relieve him of 
this burden, and actually paid his debts to a great amount 3fi ; ac- 
cording to fome reports, to the amount of ten millions Roman 

money 37 ; according to others, of fix times that fum 3 *. 

Curio, after he took his refolution to join Caefar, continued to 
fpeak the language of his former party, and to act in concert with 
them, until he fhould find a plaufible excufe for breaking with them. 
Such a pretence 29 he fought by flaming many fubjects of debate 
without confulting them, and by making propofals in which he 
knew that the leading men of the Senate would not concur. . To 
Ms effect he devifed a project for the reparation of the high- 
ways, offering himfelf to have the infpection of the work for five 

M Plutarch. Dio. Sueton. Appias. "-Valerius Maximus, lib. ix. c. i. 

17 Vclieius, lib. ii, c. 48.-80,729 1. See 39 Dio. Caff, lib. xl. c. 61. Appian. d& 
kW:hnofs Tables. Bcllo Civile.. 
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•years. And when much time had been fpent in fruitlefs debates 01 
this fubject, he infifted, that a confiderable intercalation ihould b; 

made to lengthen the year, to give him fufficient time to ripen hi- 
projects. 'Being oppofed in this by the college of Augurs 49 , he 

employed his Tribunitian power to obftrucl: all other bufinefs, and 
ieparated himfelf intirely from his friends in the Senate. 

Curio, having in this manner 1 withdrawn himfelf from his former 

party, did not at once openly join their opponents ; but, with pro- 
fellions of independence, affected to oppofe the errors of both; anil, 
by this artful conduct, feemed to have received the inftruc"lions, cr 
to have imitated the policy of his leader. When the great queftiou 
of Csefars recall was revived, he inveighed, as formerly, againft the 
exorbitant powers which had been committed to this general, and 
urged the neceflity of having them revoked ; but fubjoined, that the 

powers granted to Pompey were equally dangerous, and propofed, 

that both mould be ordered to difband their armies, and return to a 
private Jtation. The partizans of Pompey infifted, that the term 
of his commiffion was not yet expired ; nor that of Casfars, replied 
Curio. If either is to be difarmed, it is proper that both fhould be 
fo ; if only one army be difbanded, we are certainly the flaves of 
that which remains. 

There were probably now three parties in the State ; one devoted 
to Carfar, another to Pompey, and a third that meant to fupport 
the republic againft the intrigues or violence of either. The latter 
muft have been few, and could not hope to be of much confequence, 
except by joining fuch of the other two, as appeared by the character 
of its leader leaft dangerous to the commonwealth. Cjefar had nWn 
himfelf in his political courfe a dangerous fubjedt, and an arbitrary 
magiftrate. In the capacity of a fubject, he had fupported ever)' 



*° Cicero ad Familiar, lib. viii. cp. 6 
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party that was inclined to commit diforder in the State, or to weaken CHAP, 
the hands of government. In that of a magiftrate he fpurned every 
legal reftraint, a&ed the part of a demagogue, fupporting himfelf 
by popular tumults, and the credit of a fa&ion, againft the laws of 
his country ; and it was the general opinion of confiderate perfons, that 
his thirft of power and emolument Was not to be fatiated without 
a total fubverfion of government : that if, in the conteft which feemed 
to impend, his fword fhould prevail, a fcene of bloodflied and rapine 
would enfue, far exceeding what had yet been exhibited in any ca- 
lamity that had ever befallen the republic. The defcription of his 
adherents and the character of perfons that crowded to his ftandard, 

I 

juftificd the general fear and diftruft which was entertained of his 
defigns. All who had fallen under fentence of the law, all who 
dreaded this fate, all who had fufFered any difgrace, or were con- 

fcious they deferved it ; young men who were impatient of govern- 
ment ; the populace who had an averfion to order ; the bankrupt, 
to whom law and property itfelf were enemies ; all thefe looked for 
his approach with impatience, and joined in every cry that was raifed 
in his favour, 

Pompey, the leader of the oppofite party, had never ceafed to 
embroil the State with his intrigues, and even invaded the laws by 
his impatience for extraordinary and unprecedented honours ; yet, 

when poffeffed of power, he had employed it with moderation, and 
feemed to delight in receiving thefe fingular trufts by the free choice 
of his country ; not in extorting them, not in making any illegal 
ufe of them, nor in retaining them beyond the terms prefcribed by 
his commhTion. It appeared, that in nothing he had ever injured the 
commonwealth fo deeply, as in caballing with Casfar while he rofe 



41 Cicero ad Atticum, lib. vii. ep. 7. 
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to his prefent elevation,, from which he was not likely to defcend, 
without ibme fignal convulfion in the State 4 \ 

This companion of the parties which were now to contend for 
power at the hazard of the republic, made it eafy for good citizens 
to choofe their fide. But they neverthelefs naturally wifhed to 
prevent the conteft from coming to extremities ; as in the event of 
the war, which they dreaded, it was fcarcely poffible to avoid a mili- 
tary government. They confidered the propofal of Curio as a mere 
pretence to juftify Csfar in keeping pofieffion of his army : but 
they faw that there was no force in the republic fufficient to refill 
him. They wifhed to arm Pompey for this purpofe ; but were pre- 
vented, either by the confidence which he ftill gave them of his own 

fuperioriry, or by their fear of precipitating the State into a civil 

war, by feeming to take any precautions againft. it. 

Cz&r would have confidered every attempt to arm the republic as 

a declaration againft himfelf ; and was ready to commence hofti- 
lities before any fuch meafure could be carried into execution. 

The propofal for difarming at once both Csefar and Pompey, in the 

mean time, was extremely acceptable to the popular party, who 
perpetually founded the cry of liberty againft the Senate, and 
lately too againft Pompey himfelf, who, on account of the fpirit 
of his adminiftration when laft in office, and the feverity of his 
profecutions againft bribery and other offences, which are nor 
odious to the vulgar, was become in a confiderable degree un- 
popular, and luppofed to aim at a tyranny. With fuch powers 
as Pompey already pofleffed, it was reckoned an effort of courage 
to oppofe him. And Curio, in coming from the Senate, with 
the luftre of having a&ed fo bold a part, was received by the po- 
pulace with fhouts and acclamations, was conducted to his- houk 
over ways ilrewed with flowers, and, like a victor in the circus, pre* 

* z Cicero ad Atiicum, lib. vii. ep. 3. 
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fented with chaplets and garlands, in reward of his courageous, 
patriotic and impartial conduct. This happened about the time 
that Pompey, as has been obferved, was making a {hew of his 
great popularity in the country towns, where he was received with 
feafts,proceflions, and acclamations, on occafion of his recovery 
from a fuppofed dangerous illnefs. Qefar too had a like reception 
in the towns of the Ciialpine Gaul ; but it is iikely, that of thefe 
three pretenders to popularity, Pompey was moft elated with his 

flmre of the public favour, and the moft likely to miftake thefe ap- 
pearances of confederation for the ftable foundations of power. Under 
this miftake probably it was, that when one of his friends afked him > 
with what force he was to oppofe Cxhv if he fliould march into Italy 
with his army ? " In Italy," he anfwercd, " I can raife forces with 
<{ a ftamp of my foot." He was, however, greatly alarmed by the 
motion which had been made by Curio, and by the reception it met, 

both in the approbation of the Senators, and in the acclamations of 
the People. He wrote a letter, on this occafion, to the Senate, in 
which he acknowledged the fervices of Csefar, and mentioned his 
own. " His late Confulate," he faid, c< was not of his feeking ; 
" it was preiTed upon him to fave the republic in the midft of 
" great dangers j the command he then bore had devolved upon 
" him in confequence of his having been Conful, and was given for 

" a term of years, yet far from being expired j but he was ready, 
" neverthelefs, without waiting for the expiration of his term, to 

" refign with alacrity what he had accepted with reluctance." He 
continued, on every occafion, to repeat the fame profeffions, adding, 

w That he made no doubt, his relation and his friend Csefar would 
" cheerfully make a like facrifice to the fears and apprehenfions of 

* his fellow-citizens ; and that, after many years of hard ftruggle 
" with warlike enemies, he would now haften to retire in peace, 

" and to folace himfelf in the midft of domeftic repofe." 

3 A 2 Pompey, 
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Pompey, for the moft part, cbofe to diffemble his fentiraents, and 
advanced to his purpofe by indirect means; he was therefore 
like moft artful men, eafily over-reached by perfons who per- 
ceived his defigns ; and probably, on the prefent occafion, was 
the only dupe of his own artifices, or of thofe that were employed 
againft him. Curio, in the Senate, openly attacked this part of his 
character, infilling that actions, and not profeffions, were now to 
be regarded : that the army of Csefar was, to the republic, a necefiary 

defence againft that of Pompey ; that neverthelefs, both mould be or- 
dered to difband, under pain of being declared, in cafe of difobedience, 
enemies to their country ; and that an army mould be inftantly levied 
to enforce thefe orders. " Now," faid he, " is the time to reduce this 
tt affuming and arrogant man, while you have a perfon who can 
" difpute his pretenfions, and who can wreft thofe arms out of his 

M hands, which he never would have willingly dropped," 

The friends of Geiar, in the Senate, offered to compromife the 
difpute ; and provided Pompey retired to his province, and Catfar 
were allowed to retain the Cifalpine Gaul with two legions, they 
propofed, in his name, to difband the remainder of his army, and 
to refign the other part of his provinces. " Obferve the dutiful citi- 
u zen and good fubject," faid Cato, " how ready he is to quit the 
w northern parts of Gaul, if you only put him in poffelfion of Italy 
" and of the city ; and how ready to accept of your voluntary fub- 

i 

" million, rather than employ your own army againft you to en- 
« force it 43 . 5 ' 

In the refult of thefe debates, the Senate, upon the motion of the 
Conful Marcellus, came to a vote on the following queftions, which 
were feparately ftated, relating to the appointments both of Cxfar 
and of Pompey. On the firft queftion, Whether C*efar fhould dii- 
band his army ? the Ayes were general throughout the houfe. On 
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the fecond, relating to Pompey, the Noes greatly prevailed. Curio c 

and Mi Antony infilled, that the queftions Were not fairly put ; and 
that they did not colled the fenfe of the Senate ; that the majority 
might be of opinion, that both fhou Id difband; and that both, there- 
fore, fhould be included in the fame queftion. To this purpofe, ac- 
cordingly, a third queftion was put ; and the Senate having divided, 
a majority of three hundred and feventy Ayes appeared againft twenty- 
two Noes", Whether thefe proceedings of the Senate were annulled 
by any informality, or were deprived of effecl by any other circum- 
ftance, does not appear } The only immediate confequence they feem 

to have produced, was an order to Pompey and C#far, requiring 
each of them to march a legion to reinforce the army in Syria, 
where the Parthians, though repulfed from Antioch in the preceding 

year, had wintered in the Cyrrheftica, a diftridt of that province, 
and threatened to repeat their invafion in the prefent fpring and fum- 
mer ; and this appears to have been no more than a feeble attempt to 
ftrip Csfar of two legions, of which, when it came to be executed, 
lie well knew how to difappoint the effect. 

While the fubjecT of Csefar's appointments occupied all parties at 
Rome, he hirrifelf, with his army, pafled a quiet winter in Gaul j 
and at the end of it, or early in the fpring, fet out for Italy. He 
employed, as a pretence for this journey, the election to a vacant 
place in the college of Augurs, which was fall approaching ; and 
for which his friend Mark Antony was a candidate. Many votes 
were to be procured in the colonies and free cities bordering on that 
part of his province which was beyond the Alps ; and he made his 
journey with uncommon fpeed to fecure them ; but being informed, 
on the road, that the election of Augurs was pad, and that his friend 
Antony had prevailed, he neverthelefs continued his journey, and 

*♦ Appian. de Bello Civ. lib. ii. Plutarch, in Csfar. p. 134. 
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with the fame diligence as before he received, this information, fay- 
ing, It was proper he fliould thank his friends for their good office?, 
and reqEeft the continuance of their favour in his own competition 
for the Confulate, which he propofed to declare on the following 
year. He alleged, as a reafon for bis early application, that his ene- 
mies, in order to opprefs him, or to withftand his juft pretentions, 
had placed C Marceilus and P. Lentulus in the magiftracy of the 
preient year, and had rejected the pretenfions of Galba, though much 
better founded. 

-He was met in all the provincial towns and colonies of Cifalpine 
Gaul with more than a kingly reception, with facrifices and pro- 
cefiions every where made by innumerable crowds, which were 

affembled to fee and admire him. Having made the circuit of this 

province, and founded the difpofitions of the People, he returned 
with great difpatch to his qv-arters at Nemetocenna in the Low 

Countries, where he likewife wifhed to know the difpofition as well 
as the ftate of his army ; and, for this purpofe, ordered the whole 
to affemble on the Mofelle. He forefaw, that the Senate might pof- 
fibly pafs a decree to fuperfede him ; and that he muft then depend 
upon the attachment of his legions, and make war, or fubmit as he 
found xhem inclined ; in this", however, it is probable he was in a 
great meafure refolved, or had no doubt of their willingnefs to be- 
come his partners in a military adventure for the fovereignty of 

the empire. 

In this ftate of affairs he afligned to Labienus his ftation within 
the Alps ; and feeming to have conceived a fufpicion of this 

officer, or rather knowing that he was not difpofed to follow him, 

in cafe his commiifion fhould be withdrawn by the Senate, nor 

to co-operate in any act of hoftility againft the republic, he wiflied 
to Drevent the difmites which mieht arife on fuch an occafion, and 
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to avoid the difficult taflc of determining how he fhould deal with a 
citizen, who being an offender againft himfelf, was neverthelefs in 
his duty fo the State, and who either, by his impunity or by his fuf- 
ferings, might ftart dangerous queftions, and divide the opinions 
and affe&ions of the foldiers. He difmiffed him, therefore, from 
the army in the northern Gaul, to command on the Po, a ftation 
from which he could e'afily quit the province^ and join the forces of 
the republic 5 and by this means rid him at once of a perfon on 
whom he could not rely, and whom he would fcarcely dare to 
punifli for defection. But in whatever manner wfe underftand this 

feparation, it is noticed, that while Csefar himfelf remained with the 
army upon the Mofelle,.and made frequent movements merely to ex- 

ercife the troops and to preferve their health, a rumour prevailed, that 
his enemies were foliciting Labienus to defert him, and to carry off the 
troops that were under his command. At the fame time it was re- 
ported, that the Senate was preparing a decree to diveft Ca>far of his 
government,. and- to difband his army. Thefe infinuations he affe&ed 

to treat as groundlefs j pbferving y that he could not believe fuch an 
officer as Labienus would, betray his truft-j and that for himfelf, he 
was at all times ready to. fubmit his caufe to a free Senate. The 
propofals of Curio, and his other friends, he faid, had been fo rea- 
fonable, that the Senate would have long ago accepted of them, . if 
that body had not been under the improper influence of his, enemies. 

About the fame time, Csefar received the.famous order of. the Senate 
to detach a legion from his army to be tranfported -into Syria, and 
employed in- the. Parthian- war ; and likewife to reftore that legion, 
which he had borrowed from Pompey. . It is probable, that he had 
(lelired the laft might be fent to him merely to take off a part o£ his 

rival's force ; and though he now, with feeming cheerfulnefs, cam- 
plied with the requifition to reftore them, yet he afterwards com- 
plained of this meafure refp'e&ing the two legions in queftion, as a 
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mere artifice to turn his own forces againft him. In compliance 

with the Senate's order, he fent the fifteenth legion, then upon the 
Po, and relieved it by one from his prefent camp. In difinifling the 
foldiers of Pompey, he was, under pretence of gratitude for paft 
fervices, moft lavUh of his careffes and thanks ; and as an earned of 

future favour, ordered each private man a gratuity of two hundred 
and fifty denarii *\ By this artful conduct while he parted with the 
men, he took care to retain their affections, and fent them, together 
with his own legion, as at beft but an uncertain and dubious ac- 
celEon of ftrength to his enemies *\ 

The officers, who were fent to make thefe demands, and to con- 
dud the troops into Italy, brought to their employers a very flattering 

report of the ftate and difpofitions of Csfar's army : that they longed 

to change their commander ; had a high opinion of Pompey ; and, 

If marched into Italy, would furely defert to him : that Carfar was be- 
come odious on account of the hard fervice in which he had fo long 
employed them, without any adequate reward, and on account of 
the fulpicion that he aimed at the monarchy *\ It is in the higheft 
degree probable, that their crafty leader employed proper perfons to 
hold this language to the commiffioners of the Senate, and to the 
officers of Pompey; and to utter complaints of their commander, and 
of the fervice, on purpofe that they might be repeated in Italy. His 
own preparations were not of more importance to him than the fupine 
fecurity into which he endeavoured, by this and every other meafure, 
to lull his enemies. 

On the approach of winter he conducted his army back to their 
quarters in the Low Countries, and the interior parts of Gaul. Tre- 
bonius was ftationed with four legions on the Scheld and the Meufe, 
and Fabius, with other four between the Soane and the Loire, in the 

** Aboat S L * Plutarch. in Vita Calaiis, p. 133- etin 

•» Appian. de Beilo Civile, lib. ii. Pin- vita Pompeii, p. 486. 
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canton of Bibrafte, now Autun. This difpofition, like that of the former 

•winter, was calculated to avoid giving any alarm to his opponents in 
Italy. He himfelf intended to winter within the Alps, but had no troops • 

on that fide of the mountains that could occafion any fufpicion ; only 
one veteran legion is mentioned, the thirteenth, which he had fent to 
replace the fifteenth ; that, upon pretence of the Parthian war, had 
been called away from his province. Upon his arrival in Italy he 
affeded furprife upon hearing that the two legions lately demand- 
ed from him had not been fent into Afia, but were kept in Italy, 
and put under the command of Pompey. He complained, that he 
was betrayed ; that his enemies meant to difarm and circumvent 
him. " But while the republic is fafe, and matters can be made 
" up on amicable terms, I will bear," he faid, <c with any indignities, 
" rather than involve the State in a civil war *\" 

While the factions that were likely to divide the empire were in this 
fituation, C. Marcellus, now third of this name in the fucceffion of 

Confuls, together with Publius Lentulus, were chofen for the follow- 
ing year. Before they entered on office a rumour arofe, that Caefar, 
with his whole army, was actually in motion to pafs the Alps. Mar- 
cellus, Conful of the prefent year, affembled the Senate ; laid before 
them this report, and moved, that the troops then in Italy mould be 

prepared to acl, and new levies fliould be ordered. A debate en- 

fued, in which Curio contradicted the report, and, by his Tribunitian 

authority, forbade the Senate to proceed in any refolution upon this 

iubject, 

On this interpofition of the Tribune, the Conful difmifled the 
aOembly, ufing, together with other expreffions of impatience, the 
words following : That if he were not fupported by the Senate, in 

the meafures which were neceflary for the prefer vation of the common- 
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B 00 £ wealth, he fliould put the exercife of his power into hands more 
i » - ' likely to make the State be refpecled : then, together with Lentulus, 

one of the Confuis eleded for the enfuing year, he repaired to the 

gardens where Pompey refided ; this officer being obliged, on account 
of his military command, to remain without the city ; and prefenting 
his fword, bid him employ it for the defence of his country, and 

with it to afliime the command of the forces then in Italy. To this 

addrefs, Pompey, with an air of modefty, made anfwer, " If no- 

u thing better can be devifed for the coinmonwealth." 
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{turn of different Officers from their Provinces. Decree of the 

Senate to fuperfede Ccefar. forbidden by the Tribunes. Com* 

mijfwn to the Confuls and to Pompey.- — Their Refolutions 

Flight of the Tribunes Antony and $uintus Coffins. Speech of 

Cafar to the Legion at Ravenna. Surprife of Ariminum. 

March of Ccefar. Flight of Pompey and the Senate, Esfr. 

Approach of Cafar. Embarkation and Departure of Pompey from 

Brimdifium. Return of Cafar to Rome. Pajfes by Marftillcs 

into Spain. Campaign on the Segra. Legions of Pompey in 

Spain conducted to the Van 



M this pofture of affairs, the officers, who had been fent in the 
preceding year to the command of provinces, were returned to 
Rome, and fomc of them remained with their enfigns of magiftracy 
in the fuburbs, to folicit the military honours to which they thought 
tliemfelvcs entitled by their fcrvices. Bibulus, though not prefent in 
the action in which Caffius defeated the Parthians, yet being then 
pvcrnor of the province, and the advantage gained, with the number 
f the enemy llain, coming up to the legal defcription of thofe fer- 
ic;s for which the triumph was obtained, he entered his claim ; 
raid was accordingly, upon the motion of Cato, who probably 
viihed him this confolation for the mortifications he had re- 
ceived in his Confulate, found to be entitled to this honour. It 
had been long appropriated as the fpecific reward of victories, ob- 
tained by the flaughter of a certain number of enemies, and would 
have been prepofterous in the cafe of any other merit : Cicero, ne- 

verthclefs, now likewife applied for a triumph, partly in emulation 
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to Bibulus, of whom heexpreffes fome jealoufy; and partly, that he 
might have a pretence for his ftay in the fubnrbs, and for abfenting 
himfelf from die Senate, and from the aflemblies of the people, be- 
ing very much perplexed how" to fleer between the parties of Cscfar 
and Pompey, who had both applied to him by letters to join them 
in the prefent difpute \ He had, fome time before his departure from 
Qlicia on his return to Rome, fent an account of his military ope- 
rations to Cato, and to fome others of his friends, with an earneil 
requeue that a thankfgiving might be appointed for the victory he 
had obtained. Such an appointment was reckoned one of the 

^reateft honours which a Roman officer could receive in abfence, and 
might lead to a triumph. Cato replied in terms that were polite; 
but carrying fome degree of indirect reproof for the improper ambi- 
tion which Cicero betrayed in this requeft, intimating that his merit 

was not lb much that of a general, as of a humane, upright, and 

able magistrate ; that he had moved the Senate to pafs a decree to 
this purpofe in his favour, as thinking it more honourable than a 

thankfgiving, which always had a reference to fome event, depend- 
ing on chance or the valour of an army ; but that, fince Cicero had 
chofen to put his fen-ices on the laft footing, he had a double fatis- 
fadHon, that of having done what he thought incumbent on himfeir, 
and that of finding that the defire of his friend was gratified \ 
Cicero at firft received this declaration of Cato as a proper exprei- 

fion of friendihip, and in the higheft degree honourable to himfelf J j 
but on hearing of the military honours which were decreed to Bibulus 
upon Cato^s motion, he was greatly provoked, and confidered thi; 
eonducl as partial to his rival, and invidious to himfelf 4 . He \va:« 
inftigated or confirmed in thefe fentiments by Cazfar, who gladly 



1 Cicero id Att. lib. vii. ep. \. 3 Cicero ad Familiar, lib. xv. cp. 6. 

1 Cicsrc zl Faailiar. lib. xv. ep. 5. * Cicero ad Alt. lib. vii. ep. 2. 

feized 



1 



OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. 



fcized the opportunity ' to incite him againft Cato. " Obferve," he 
fiiid, in one of his letters, which is quoted by Cicero on this fubjed, 
" the malice of the man, he affeds to give you the commendations' 
" of clemency and integrity, which you did not defire, and with- 
" holds a piece of common refped, which you had afked. This- 
" condud," continues Cicero to Atticus, " befpeaks the envy from- 
" which it proceeds. It is not fufFerable, nor will I endure it.. 
" Caefar, in his letter to me, has not miffed the proper remarks." 
Such were the concerns that diffracted the mind of this ingenious- 
hut weak man, even while he himfelf forefaw a conflict, in -which- 
the republic itfelf, and all the honours it could bellow, were pro- • 
bably foon to perifh. 

In the prefent fituation of affairs, every refolution which the 
friends of the republic could take was fraught with danger, and every 
clay increafed their perplexity. To leave Carfar in ppffeflion of his 
army, and to admit him with fuch a force to the head of the common- 
wealth, was to fubmir, without a ftruggle, to the dominion he meant 
to aflume. To perfift in confining him to one or other of thefe ad- 
vantages, was to fumifh him with a pretence to make war on the 

republic. The powers which were necefl'ary to- enable Pompey to 

refill Cccfar, might be equally dangerous to the republic in the pof- 
icflion of the one, as they were in that of the other. This peribn, on 

wham the State was now to rely, even while his own coniideration, 

with that of every other Senator, was at flake, did not ieem dilpofed 

to ud, until all the powers that were wanting to gratify his ambition 

in "aid be put into his hands. With an appearance of cafe and negli- 
gent, he went upon parties of plealurc through Italy, while every one 
die apprehended that Rome itielf, as well as Italy, muff foon become 
aieene of blood. At an interview with Cicero, whom, on his way to 

9 

r -lie city, he met near Naples, he himfelf fpoke of a civil war as un- 
avoidable*. 
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avoidable \ Upon his return to Rome, on the twenty-fixth of De- 
cember, he even feemed averfe to any accommodation. He declared his 
mind openly, that if Cxfar fhould obtain the Confulate, even upon lay- 
ing down his arms, the flare muft be undone ; that in his opinion, when- 
ever a vigorous oppofition appeared, Cxfar would choofe to retain his 
army, and drop his pretenfions to the Confulate ; but, continued he, 

if Cxte fhould proceed headlong, and bring matters to the decifion of 
the'fword, how contemptible muft he appear, a mere private adven- 
turer againft the authority of the ftate, fupported by a regular army 
under my command* 

To juftify this fecurity, or prefumption on the part of Pompey, it 
muft be remembered that while Csfar was forming an army in Gaul, 
Pompey, by means of his lieutenants, likewife formed a great army 
of fix complete legions, and many auxiliaries, in Spain ; and that if 
Czhr fhould make any attempt upon Italy, it is probable he intended 
that his army fhould pafs the Pyrennees as fall as that of Cadar pall 
the Alps, occupy his province, cut off his refources, and while Pom- 
pey himfelf received him with the forces of Italy, that the Spanilli 
army fhould prefs upon his rear, and place him at once between two 
attacks. It ought likewife to be confidered, that although few troops 
were then actually formed in Italy, yet this was the great nurfery of 
foldiers for the whole empire, and multitudes could, on any fudden 
emergency, be embodied in every part of that country 6 , 

Pompey, with thefe fecurities in his hands for the final fuccefs of 
his views againft Csfar, fuffered this rival to run his career, leaving 
the Senate expofed to the dangers which threatened them ; and under 
the influence of apprehenfions, which he expected would render 
them more tractable, and more ready in every thing to comply with 
his own defires, than he had jrencrallv found them in times of 
ereater fecuritv. 



* Cicero z£ Auicum, lib. vii. ep. 8. e Cic. ad Familiar, lib. xvi. ep. u« 
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In the fame ftrain of policy, Pompey had frequently ventured to c a p - 




foment or to connive at the growing troubles of the republic, in 
order to render himfelf the more necefiary, and to draw from the 
Senate and the People offers of extraordinary truft and power. By 
the addrefs of Cato, and of other active men in the Senate, he had 
been obliged on a late occafion, when he aimed at the powers of 
Dictator, to be content with thofe of fole Conful. It is probable,, 
that he had entertained the fame views on the prefent occafion, and < 

permitted the evils to accumulate, until the remedy he wifhed for 

Ihould appear to be necefiary. He continued accordingly with votes 
and refolutions of the Senate to combat Cxfar, who was at the head, 
of a numerous army, ready on the firft plaufible pretence to fall upon. 
Italy, to feize the feats of government, and avail himfelf of that 
name and authority of the republic, on which Pompey himfelf fo 

greatly relied. 

Mean time, the new year commenced, and C. Claudius Marcellus u. C.704. 
with L. Cornelius Lentulus, entered, on their office as Confuls. Both MarceiiJi- 
parties were prepared for a decifive refolution on the fubject of l^X 110 * 
Zxkrs claims. He himfelf for ibme years had wintered near to the 
northern extremity of his provinces. He was now at Ravenna, the • 
neareft ftation of his army to Rome ; but without any troops, be- 
iides what appear to have been the ufual eftablifhment of the Cifal- 
pine province ; that is, the thirteenth legion, which had been fent 
thither to fupply the place of a legion, with which he had been re- 
quired to reinforce the army in Syria, and three hundred horfe, 
making in all between five and fix thoufand men 7 . Soon after his 
arrival at Ravenna, he had been viiited by Curio, who, at the expi- 
ration of his Tribunate, made this journey to receive his directions . 
in refpedt to the future operations of the party ; and after their ■ 
conference, returned to Rome with a letter from Ciefar, addrefled : 



*-Aj>pian. deBello Civil, lib.ii. p. 447. Piut, in Crcfare. 
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BOOK. 
IV. 



-to the Senate, which was prefented on the firft of January, at the ad- 
-miillon of the new Confuls into office 5 . 



The 



lie 



ftate of the republic, and that of the provinces, mould be taken under 
confideration ; and alluding to the refolurions which were already 
on record, relating to Cscfar's province, faid, that if the Senate ftocc: 
firm on this occafion to their former decrees, His fervices fliould 
not be wanting to the commonwealth. He was feconded by Scipin, 
and was applauded by the general voice of the Senate ; but Cmixr 



Qu 



two of his moft noted and determined partizans, into the college of 
Tribunes. Thefe could make riots, or furnifh the pretence of vio- 
lence in the city, whenever the military defigns of their patron were 
ripe for execution : they were to be the executors of what had been 
concerted with Curio, or whatever die mould be thought proper to 
promote Csfor's defigns. They began with threatening to flop all 

proceedings of the Senate, until Caefar s letter was read j and pre- 
vailed on this meeting to begin with that paper. It was expreffed, 
according to Cicero, in terms menacing and harfli °, and contained in 
fubftance a repetition of the propofals, which Ccefar had been all along 
.making through Curio, and his other adherents at Rome, " That 
" he mould be allow ed to retain the honours, which the Roman 
" People had befto\ved upon him ; that he mould be left upon a foot 
of equalitv with other officers, who were allowed to join civil of- 



u 



Rome 



• ^ • 



" he mould not be fmgled out as the fole object of their diftruft and 
" feverity 10 . 



Thi 



-nate, and unbecoming the refpect due to their authority. It was 



* D:d. CsSjs, lib. xYi. c. i. lC Suetonius in Cxhre, c. zg. 

* Cicsro ad Familiar, lib. xvi. ep. 12. 
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by many treated as an aclual declaration of war. The debates were 
renewed on this fubjecT: for fome days fucceffively, from the firft to 
the fevehth of January. On the laft of thefe days, a refolution was 
framed, ordering Carfar to difmifs his army, and by a certain day to 
retire from his provinces, or in cafe of difobedience, declaring 
him an enemy to his country. The Tribunes, Mark Antony and 
Quintus Caffius, interpofed with their negative. 

The hands of the Senate being thus tied up by the prohibition or 
interdict of the Tribunes, it was moved that the members mould put 
on mourning, in order to imprefs the People with a deeper fenfe of 
the calamity which was likely to enfue from the contumacy of thefe 
fa&ious officers. This Hkewife the Tribunes forbad ; but the Senate 
being adjourned, all the members, as of their own accord, returned 
to their next meeting in habits of mourning, and proceeded to con- 
fider in what manner they might remove the difficulty which arofe 
from this factious interpofition of the Tribunes. In the conclufion of 
this deliberation, it was determined to give to the Confuls and other 
magiftrates, together with Pompey, in the chara&er of Proconful, 
the charge ufual in the moll: dangerous conjunctures ; to preferve the 
commonwealth by fuch means as to their difcretion Jbould appear to be 
nccejfary. 

This charge fuggefted to the minds of the People, what had pafled 
in the times of the Gracchi of Saturninus and of Cataline. The Tri- 
bunes, who had occafioned the meafure, either apprehended, or af- 
fected to apprehend, immediate danger to their own perfons : they 
difguifed themfelves in the habit of Haves, and, together with Curio, 
in the night fled from Rome in hired carriages The Confuls re- 
paired to Pompey in the fuburbs ; and, agreeably to the order of the 
Senate, claimed his affiftance in difcharging the important duties 

11 Appian. de Bello Civili, lib, ii. Dio. Caff. lib. xli. c. 3. Cicero ad Familiar. Kb. xw. 

'p. 12. 
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with which they were jointly intrufted. It was agreed, in concer 
with him, that they mould fupport the authority of the Senate wit! 
a proper military force, that they mould proceed to make new levies 
with the greateft difpatch; and in order to give effect to thefe pre- 
parations, that Pompey fliould have the fupreme command over the 
treafury, and all the forces of the republic, in every quarter of the 
world. 

Winter was now fet in, or faft approaching. The leafon, al- 
though nominally in the month of January, being only about fifty 
days pail the autumnal equinox, or about the twelfth of November, 

Csefar had few troops on the fide of Italy ; the force of his army was 
yet beyond the Alps, and the officers now entrufted with the fafety 
of the commonwealth, flattered themfelves that much time might be 
found to put the republic in a ftate of defence, before his army at 
this feafon could pafs thofe mountains, even if he Ihould be fo clef- 
perate as to make war on the commonwealth ; which Pompey did 
not even, in this ftate of affairs, appear to have believed. 

When Csefar received accounts of the Senate's refolution, he drew 
forth the troops then at Ravenna, and in a harangue enumerated the 

wrongs which for fome years he alleged had been done to himfclf; 
complained that his enemies had now found means to excite 
againft him even Pompey, a perfon whofe honour he had always 
promoted with the warmeft affection j that the interpofition of the 
Tribunes, in behalf of the army and of himfelf, had been defeated 
by means of threats and of actual force ; that their facred perfons 

had been violated, in order to opprefs him ; that refohitions, which 
had never been taken but in the moft dangerous and threatening 
conjunctures, to prevent ruinous laws from being carried by infurrec- 
tion and violence, were now formed againft peaceable magiftrates, 
and in times of profound tranquillity ; he therefore exhorted the 
army to maintain the honour of an officer, under whom they had now, 

fox nine years, faithfully ferved the republic ; under whom they had 
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gained many victories in Gaul and in Germany, and reduced a moft 
warlike province into a ftate of abfolute fubmiflion. He was anfwered 
with a ihdut of applaufe, and a general acclamation from the ranks, 
that they were ready to avenge the injuries done to their general, 
and to the Tribunes of the People. 

On receiving thefe affurances from the troops then prefent, Caefar 
immediately difpatched an exprefs to the quarters of the twelfth le- 
gion, which, from the time at which it afterwards joined him, ap- 
pears to have been already within the Alps with orders to march. 
The remainder of his army being fuppofed in the low countries, or 
ia the heart of Gaul, it would not have appeared to an ordinary 
capacity, that even in cafe of hoftiiities any decifive operation could 

take place before the fpring. At that feafon, indeed, the meafures 
now taken by both parties feemed to threaten a dangerous convulfion ; 
but it is not to be doubted that Cxfar had forefeen, or prepared, many 

of the moft important circumftances of the prefent conjuncture j 
that he had brought his affairs into that pofture, at which he in- 
tended hoftiiities fhould commence; and that the feeming neglect 
with which he fuffered himfelf to be taken" with fo fmall a force on 
the fide of Italy, was probably the beft concerted preparation he 
could have made for the war. While he brought no alarming force to- 
wards Rome, his antagonifts continued fecure, and made no effectual 
provifion to refill him, He apprehended more danger from the le- 
gions which Pompey had formed in Spain, than from any force then 
fubfifting in Italy, and he made his difpofition againft thofe legions, 
by placing the ftrength of his army between the Pyrennees and the 
Alps. There the army formed in Gaul, ferved him fufficiently in 
his defign againft Italy, by fecuring him from any interruption on 
that quarter. When the war broke out, being well aware that 
tlie effects of furprife are often greater than thofe of force, even if 

3 C 2 he 
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he had wilted for more troops in Italy, it is probable that he would 
not have awaited their coming. 

On the very day that he delivered the harangue juft mentioned to 
the legion that was quartered at Ravenna, he ordered a chofen body 
of men, in the manner of frragglers roving for pleafure through the 
country, and armed only with fwords, to take the road feparately, and 
without any appearance of concert, to Ariminum, thefirft fortified place 
of Italy beyond the Rubicon, which was the limit of his province j 
there to remain, and at a certain time of the night to feize upon one 
of the gates. He like wife ordered a party of horfe to parade at fome 
diftance from Ravenna, and there' to wait for an officer who was to 
deliver them orders. He himfelf patTed the day, as ufual, in form- 
ing combats of gladiators, and in attending the exercifes of the legion - } 
at night he went to fupper at the ufual hour, and after he had taken 
his place, pretending bufinefs, or fome flight indifpofition, which called 
him away from the company, he mounted a carriage that waited 
for him, drove through a gate oppofite to that of Ariminum, and 

■ 

having travelled for a little time in that direction, turned into the 
road on which he had polled the party of horfe ; and having joined 
them, marched about thirty miles before break of day, entered Ari- 
minum by a gate which the party he had fent before him kept open ; 

and thus without any refiftance took poffehion of the place. 

It was of importance, that the firft report of hoftilities at Rome 
fhould carry an account of his fuccefs ; not merely of his having 
made an attempt. This circumftance may juftify the meafures which 
he took to furprife a place which, without . fo many precautions, 
might have been eafily reduced, though at the hazard perhaps of 

i 

delay for a few days. He himfelf indeed, in his Commentaries, 
makes no mention of any fuch meafures, nor of the doubts and 

hefitations under which he is laid to have halted on the banks of the 

Rubicon, 



OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. 381 

Rubicon, by the paffing of wh.ich he entered into a ftate of war c A p - 

with the commonwealth. 

At Ariminurn his little army, on the following day, arrived from 
Ravenna, and the Tribunes, Mark Antony and Quintus Camus 
joined him from Rome. He prefented them to the army in the dif- 
guife in which they affected to have efcaped from the violence of a 

tyranny then eftablifhed in the city. " Obferve," he faid, " to what ex- 
w tremities perfons of noble birth, verted with the facred character of 
" Tribunes are reduced, for having fupported their friends, and for 
" having pleaded the caufe of an injured army The occafion 

was fuited to popular eloquence j and this eminent mafter of every 
art did not neglect the opportunity. He is faid to have acted his 
part with great vehemence ; to "have torn open his veft from his 
bread, and to have fhed tears ; frequently held up to view the hand 
on which he wore his ring, the common enfign of noble birth 
among the Romans, and declared, that he would facrifice all the 
honours of his rank to reward' thofe who were willing to fupport 
the public caufe, and who adhered to himfelf on the prefent oc- 
cafion. From thefe figns, where he was not diftinctly heard, it was 
fuppofed that he promifed the honours of nobility, and a large fum of 
money to every foldier in his army ,J . 

Lucius Cxfar and the Prator Rofcius, who, while the decree 
againft Caius Csfar was depending in the Senate, made offer of their 
good offices to treat with him, and bring matters to an amicable ac- 
commodation, were now come without any public commiffion, pro- 
bably to hinder their friend from taking any defperate refolution. 
They brought, at the fame time, a private meffage from Pompey, 
with fome expreffions of civility, and an apology, taken from the necef- 

fity of the public fervice, for the hardfhip which he fuppofed himfelf 



»* Appian. de Bell. Civile, lib. ii. 13 Sueton. in Csf. c, 33 
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to have put upon Csefar. Pompey, in this meffage, protefted, " That 
" he had always preferred the public to private confiderations and 
iubjoined, " That he hoped -Czhr would not fuffer any paflion to 
w carry him into meafiires hurtful to the State, nor, in avenging 
" hinifelf of his private enemies, ftretch forth his hand againft the 
" republic" 

Such profeffions had little credit with Cxhr; f but if they were to 
be of any weight with the public he was not likely, in his turn, to 
fail in the life of them. He defired thofe perfons, by whom Pompey 
had favoured him with this melTage, to carry for anfwer, " That the 
" republic had always been to him dearer than his fortune or his 
" life ; but that he could not fuffer the honours which the Roman 

" People had bellowed upon him in public, to be contemptuoufly 

<; torn away by his private enemies. His commiffion, he faid, 
" would have expired in fix months ; his enemies, in their eagernefs 
" to degrade him, could not bear even with this delay, but muft 
" recall him immediately.. The Roman People had difpenfed with 
" his attendance at the elections, yet he muft be dragged to town at 
" that time to gratify private malice. Thefe perfonal infults he had 
" patently borne for the fake of the public ; and being refolved to 
<; dilarm, requefted the Senate only that others mould difarm as well 

" as himfelf ; that even this was refufed, and new levies were or- 

" dered throughout Italy ; that two legions which had been called 
" off from his own army, under pretence of the Parthian war, were 

" now retained againft him ; that the whole State was in arms ; 

" for what purpofe but for his deftruclion ? that, neverthelefs, he 

" would fuffer any thing for the good of the commonwealth. Let 
" Pompey repair to his province ; let all parties difband, and no 
" army whatever be affembled in Italy ; let no one pretend to over- 
" awe the city ; let the affemblies of the People and of the Senate he 

u free ; and, in order the more fpeedily to terminate thefe difputes, let 

n « the 
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w the parties meet and confer together ; let Pompey fay where he will 
" be waited on, or let him name a proper place of meeting ; at a 
" friendly conference every difficulty will be foon removed '*•" 

From this time forward Ca*far affected, on every occafion, to have 
no object in view but to prevail on his enemies, by fome reafonable 
accommodation, to fave the republic from a ruinous war, and to ftop 
the effufion of innocent blood 1S . He continually repeated his pro- 
pofals of peace, while he urged his military operations with uncom- 
mon rapidity. He ordered new levies at Ariminum, and fent An- 
tony to occupy Arretium ,6 , a pafs in one of the branches of the Fla- 
minian Way through the Apennines ; and as faft as troops could 
march he feized Pifaurum ,r , Faunum, Auximum, with the town of 
Ancona, and all the places neceflary to give him the command of 

that diftridt, or to open his way to Rome. . 

A general confirmation fpread over all the country before him ; 
the people fled from their habitations, and communicated the alarm, 
with every fort of exaggeration, to the city. Pompey had relied 

much, on- the name and authority of the. commonwealth, and no lefs 

on his own.' Others thought themfelves fecure while this renowned 
and experienced commander gave them aflurances of fafety. Now; 

like a perfon awake from a dream, he feemed to perceive the whole 
was illufion.. Cadar paid no regard to the authority of the Senate, 
nor ftood in awe of the State. He was at hand, with the reputation 
of a general equal to Pompey, at the head of troops frefh from 
fervice, and inured .to blood. The republic was but a name ; and 
they who compofed it, though refpe&able at • a diftance, were, on 
the approach . of an enemy, irrefolute, difunited, and incapable of 
the exertions which fuch an occafion required. Orders had gone forth 

'* C;cfar de Bell. Civil, lib. i. # ,6 Anego. 

15 Czefar. Appian. in lib. viii. AdAtticum, « Pifaro, Feno, andOfimo. 
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to raife troops in every part . of Italy ; but no great progrefs in h 
fhort a time could yet have been made in that fervice. Befides the two 



him: 



embodied in the country, 



of inclining to their former general; and, inftead of enabling Pompey 



to meet the daneer which threatened 



him, 



diftance 



Aheno' 



barbus, " I fcnt 



choofe to be near Cxfar". If I mould retreat, therefore, 



approach, 



Domitius had been appointed to fucceed Csefar in the government 
of Gaul ; and, with fome other officers in the Picenum 10 , had made 
fome progrefs in raifing troops. Their numbers, perhaps, furpaffed 
thofe of Csefar. If Pompey, therefore, had thought it poffible to 
defend the city, he mull have haftened to that quarter, and have put 
himfelf at the head of thofe-troops* But he was timorous in hazard- 
ing his own reputation, a weaknefs from which Cxhr was altogether 
exempt, and which was unworthy of the great military talents of 

either. Pompey feldom committed his fame where the profpecl: was 
unfavourable, or events extremely uncertain. Casfar, on fuch oc- 

cafiens, never chofe to trull his affairs in any other hands than his 
own. 

Pompey, acling under thefe motives, afTembled the Senate, and 



p 

informed them that it was neceflary to abandon Rome ; that lie 
would meet them again at Capua, where he propofed to affemble his 
forces ; that he fhould conlider all thofe who remained in the capital 



x * Meaniug probably tiat lie did not "» Cicero ad Atticnm, lib. viii. ep» 3 * 

dioofe to give ihem an cppomait/ to de- Ad Domitiam. 

Tert. «• March of Anconia. 
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to countenance or to witnefs the violences of defer as equally guilty 
with thofe who mould be found in his camp. 

It being unlawful for the officers of the republic to abfent themfelves 
from the city, the Senate paffed an act to difpenfc with their attendance 
at Rome, and to enable them to exercife the powers of magiftracy where- 
ever the neceflities of the State might require their prefence. Thele 
preparations for diflodging the government, together with the actual 
flight of Pompey, damped all the courage that remained in any or- 
der or clafs of the People. It made Cscfar appear at once more odious 
and more terrible 4 '. It was generally expected " that he would ex- 
ceed either Cinna or Sylla in rapacity and cruelty 23 ; and that the 
city, if he mould furprife his opponents there, would become a fcene 
of blood. The Confuls, and moft of the other officers of State, fet 
out with their enfigns of power. All night the gates were crowded 
with Senators and other perfons of rank who fled on this occafion ; 
fomc with their families and moft valuable effects, others alone, and 
dlftracted by the general panic, without knowing whither they were 
to retire, or to what fate they were leaving their families. 

Ccefar, in the mean time, making a rapid march through Umbria, 

or what is now the dutchy of Urbino 14 , and the Picenum, or March 
of Ancona 1S , not only took pofTeffion of every place as he parted, 
but gained daily acceffions of ftrength by the junction of the new 
levies that had been raifed to oppofe him. Soldiers are averfe to the 
lofing fide; and Pompey 's flight put an end to his military power 
in Italy. The Prsetor Thermus had, with five cohorts, amounting, 
if complete, to twenty-five hundred men, taken poll at Iguvium 
among the Apennines, on the Flaminian Way. Obferving that Pom- 
pcy's party in general was retreating, and that Curio was advancing 

i 

41 Cicero ad Alt. lib. v!i. ep. II. ** Umbria. 

41 Ibid. ep. 12. 22. 25 Picenum. 

13 Cicero ad Atticum, lib. vii. ep. 7. 16 Gubio, 
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towards him with a part of Caefars forces, he refolved to abandon his 
poft ; but as foon as he began to execute this purpofe, and was on 

the road to Rome, the troops deferted him on the inarch, returned to 
the poft from which he had removed them, and declared for Csefar. 

The difpofitions of the towns of which Csfar had got pofleffion, 
made it unneceflary for him to leave any garrifon behind him, and 

permitted him to advance with all his forces. Auximum 17 declared 
for him before his arrival, and obliged Atius Varus, who held that 
poft for the republic, to abandon it. This officer was overtaken by 
Caefar s advanced parties, and, like Thermus, was deferted by his 
People. 

At Cingulum, in the Picenum, C#far wa9 joined by the twelfth 
legion, to which, on his firft motion from Ravenna, he had fent orders 
to march. With this acceflion of force, he advanced to Afculum 53 
on the Fronto ; and having diflodged from thence Lentulus Spinther, 
who commanded ten cohorts, the greater part of thefe troops deferted 

to him. The remainder put themfelves under the command of Vi- 
bullius, who was juft arrived from Pompey to fupport the hopes of 
the caufe in that quarter. 

As Caefar made his principal pufh on the Adriatic fide of the Apen- 
nines, the troops that were fuddenly raifed for the republic were, 
without any well- concerted plan, drawn together upon that coaft. And 
Pompey himfelf had not yet openly laid afide the defign of making 
head againft Csfar in thofe parts. Vibullius having aflembled in all 

about fourteen cohorts, fell back to the Aternus, now called the Pif- 
cara, and joined L. Domitius Ahenobarbus at Corfinium, a pafs in 

the Apennines that commanded the Valerian way to Rome. This 
officer having aflembled twenty-five cohorts, meant to have joined 
Pompey wherever he fliould be found, and had ordered Thermus to 
follow with five cohorts more 13 ; but imagining probably that Pom- 



•'' Casio. :l Ofcale.; 19 Pomp, ad Cicer. in lib, ad Att. poll ep. ii. 
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pey (till intended to cover Rome from the incurfions of Gcfar, and 
that Corfinium was an important poft for this purpofe, he determined 
to obferve the motions of the enemy from that place. 

Pompey by this time had moved from Capua to Luceria, and 
feemed to have taken the refolution not only of abandoning the pofts 
that covered the accefs to Rome, but even all Italy, to Cxfar. The 
Confuls, the greater part of the magiftracy, and the Senate, had 
followed him to Capua. Here was received the meffage which Carfar 
had given to Rofcius and to L. Ca?far. It contained feveral re- 
flections and infinuations in the higheft degree provoking to Pompey; 

and to this circumftance Csefar probably trufted, that he fliould not 

be bound by any of the offers he had made, and that the odium of 
rejecting the peace would fall upon his enemies. But the friends of 
the commonwealth, deeply impreffed with the neceflity of their own 
affairs, gladly liftened to any terms of accommodation. They ob- 
jected indeed to the propofed interview between Pompey and Ca?far, 
remembering the dangerous concerts which at their meetings had been 
formerly entered into againft the commonwealth. 

Pompey himfelf was fo fenfible of the difadvantage at which he 
was taken, that he diffembled his refentment of the perfonal re- 
flections caft on himfelf, and confented to conditions which he had 
hitherto rejected with difdain. It was agreed accordingly that he 
fliould repair to Spain, and that, his province being in profound 
peace, he fliould reduce his military eftablifhmcnt. Grfar, on his 

part, befides the conditions he himfelf had offered, was required to 
evacuate all the towns which he had lately feized in Italy ; and it 

was propofed that the Confuls, Magiftrates, and Senators mould re- 
turn to the city, and from the ufual feat of government give all the 
fanction of public authority to thefe arrangements. From fuch ap- 
pearances it was not doubted that an accommodation muft follow. 

And in this belief Cato, though appointed to command in Sicily, 
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chofe to abide by the Senate while the treaty remained in depend- 
ence. And Gicero thought the agreement almoft concluded. " The 

one," he wrote to his friend Atticus, " begins to repent- of his pre- 
" cipitation, and the other is fenfible he has not a force fufficient to 
" fupport fuch a war 

Csfar therefore was likely to be caught in the fnare he laid for his 
enemies, or obliged to lay afide the difguife which he had aflumcd 
in affecting fuch earneft defires for peace. To avoid either of thefe 

inconveniences, he objected to fome of the conditions which the op- 
pofite party had fubjoined to his propofals, and complained of the 
iilence which they kept on others, as proceeding from a deliberate 
purpofe to circumvent and betray him. u Pompey will repair to 
" Spain/ 1 he faid, " but when ? I am required to evacuate all the 
" towns of Italy, while Pompey and the whole State continue in 
" arms againft me, and while my enemies not only make new levies, 
" but employ for my destruction legions which they have actually 
" taken away from my own army. If Pompey be fincere in de- 
" firing a peace, why does he decline the perfonal interview which 
u has been propofed for that purpofe V* 

Cziix had, by this time, advanced with hafty marches to Cor- 
fmium, drove in a detachment from the garrifon, which he found 
breaking down a bridge about three miles from the town, fat down 
under the walls, and employed three days in fortifying his camp, 
and in filling the magazines with corn from the neighbouring country. 
Being joined by the eighth legion and twenty-two cohorts of the 
new levies from Gaul, with three hundred auxiliary horfe, he or- 
dered proper pofts to be feized on every fide of the town, and ef- 
fectually mut up thofe who were within from any relief, or from any 
communication with their friends. When his works began to appear 

53 A J An. lib. lii. ep. 14. 
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agalnft the place, Domitius publifhed a reward to any one who fhould 
carry letters to Pompey. Different meflengers were difpatched for this 
purpofe/and brought for anfwer, that Pompey difapproved of his having 
allowed himfelf to be inverted by Cxfar, had foretold him the bad 
confequences of this meafure, and now earneftly exhorted him, if 
pofTible, to extricate himfelf; for that it was not in his power with thefe 
doubtful legions, which had been fo lately drawn from Cxfar's army, 
or with new levies, to force the hardy and veteran troops of the 
enemy 3 \ 

This anfwer Domitius endeavoured to conceal from his army; 
encouraged them with hopes of a fpeedy relief from Pompey, and 
feemed intent on the defence of the place, while he was actually 
taking meafures to get off in perfon, without any hopes of preferving 
the forces he had afTembled for the commonwealth. This defign 
being fufpected, the troops furrounded his quarters in the night, took 
him prifoner, and to pay their court, while they delivered up their 
general and furrendered the town, made offer of their own fervices 
to Cxfar. 

Upon this furrender, Caifar took poffeffion of the gates, manned 

the walls, and gave orders that no perfon whatever from his army 
lliould enter the place before it was day. He knew, that befides 
Domitius and Vibullius, there were many Senators and Roman 
knights now fhut up in the town. Thefe he ordered in the morning 
to be brought before him, expoftulated with them on the fubjecl of 

their enmity to himfelf, and their precipitation in hurrying the State 
into this unnatural war. He then difmifled them with the refpeel: 
that was due to Roman citizens of their rank; and being told that a 
considerable fum of money, amafled at Corfinium for the fupport of 
the troops, had been feized by his people, to complete this fcene of 

51 Pompeius adDomitlum, lib. Et ad Atticum, poft ep, 12. Cxf. tie Bell. Civ, 
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unexpected moderation, by an exhibition of difintereftednefs as well 
as of clemency, he ordered this money to be reftored to Domitius. The 
fame of this wonderful mildneis and generofity, as he expected, was 
ev ery where diffuied ; and though, by overbading his part in abftaining 

from the public money, he furnifhed every thinking perfon with a 
fufficient comment on the other parts of his conduct ; yet many 
were happy to underftand, that, in this alarming conteft, their lives 
and properties were, from any motives whatever, to be fpared. 

Rome was now open to Csfar ; but he thought the poffefiion of 
it of no moment, until he had iupprefled the military arrangements 
that were making in the country, and had decided who was to have 
the pofleffion of Italy. He therefore, on the very day on which he 
became matter of Cornnium, detached to Sicily, under the command of 
Curio, the troops that deferted to him in making this conqueft J \ 
He htmielf fet out for Apulia, and, before funfet, accompliflied a 
confiderable march ; but while he thus urged the war with the 
greateft rapidity, fent meffengers before him to the leaders of the 
oppofite party, with profeffions of friendfhip and overtures of peace. 

Immediately after the reduction of Corfinium, Balbus, an officer 
in Cxfar's army, was difpatched with a meffage to the Conful Len- 
tmus, containing earncft intreaties, that this magiftrate would return 

to Rome, and prevent the diforders that were likely to arife from the 
frfpeniion of government. To induce him to comply with this 
requeft, Balbus had fecret inftru&ions to affure the Conful of a proper 
appointment in the provinces at the expiration of his year in office. 
The bearer of this mefiage declared, that Cazfar defired nothing fo 
much as to join Pompey, and to make peace with him on any equi- 
table terms. And the father of this young man, one of Casfars 
retinue, wrote, at the fame time, to Cicero, that Csfar had no object 

* C^far de Beilo Civ, lib. i. c. 25. 
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but to enjoy peace and fecurity under Pompey 33 . But while the 
fame of his clemency at Corfinium, and of this wonderful difpofition 
to peace was fpread throughout Italy, and reconciled the minds of 
many to whom he had been till then an object of terror M . While 
he hoped to amufe his enemies, and to relax the diligence of their 
military preparations, he advanced with fo much rapidity, that, in 
order to avoid him, they had no more than the time that was ne- 
cefTary to crofs the mountains from Capua to Luceria, to fall back, 
from thence to Canufium, and from this laft place, without a halt, to 
Brundifium. 

Pompey, while he moved in this direction, having fent Mctellus 
Scipio, and his own fon Cnasus into Syria, to provide and aflemblc 
the ncceffary fhipping to embark his army 35 ; his intention to 
abandon Italy began to be fufpedted, and fhook the great authority 
which he ftill derived from his military reputation. His officers were 

every where deferted on the march by the new levies, who returned to 

offer their fervices to Cselar. His own prefence kept the other parts of 
the army together, and brought them fafe to the port from which it 
was fufpeded they were to take their departure from Italy. Soon after 

his arrival at this port he effectually verified thefe fufpicions, em- 
barking a great part of his army with the Confuls, while he himfclf, 
not having fufficieht (hipping to tranfport the whole, remained with 
a iccond divilion to wait for the return of his mips. 

Such was the pofture of Pumpey, when Ca?far, with fix legions, 
four of veteran troop?, and two newly railed or completed from 
thofe who came over to him on the march, arrived at the gates of 
Brundifium. Even here, he never dropt the project of amufing his 
enemy with propofals of peace. Cn. Magi us, an officer in the lervice 

33 Cicer. ad Att. lib. viii. ep. 9. ab his qui eum maxime timuerant, maxime 

34 Ibid. ep. 13. Si mehercule nemincm diligetur. 

ccciJet> nec cuiquam quicquam ademerit, J! Plutarch, in Pcmpcio, 
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of the commonwealth, having been taken on the march, was dii- 
miffed with great courtefy, and a meffage to Pompey, containing a 
requell, that he would admit Csfar to an interview ; and obfervin^, 

that differences are foon made up at a conference, which othervvuc 
might occafion many journies and meffages to no purpofc. 

This pacific meffage, as in other inftances, only conftituted a part in 
the military plan of Ca:far, and was accompanied with effectual pre- 
parations for a blockade and a fiege. It did not as yet appear, whether 

Pompey meant to tranfport all his troops, and to abandon Brurnli- 
fium, or to keep poffeffion of this port, in order to retain a pafi'age 
into Italy, and to command both fides of the gulf. Csefar, to try 
his intentions, and either to fhut him up, or to haftcn his departure, 

obferving, that the entrance of the harbour was narrow, and might 

be fhut up, began an alarming work for this purpofe. He em- 
ployed numerous parties to throw llones, earth, and other heavy 
materials into the paffage between the two moles, and expected, in a 
little time, to be able to join them, and thus effectually to exclude all 
communication with the fea. 

In this work the befiegers advanced, for fome time, with great ra- 
pidity ; but being come into deeper water, where the materials they 
threw in were abforbed or unfettled, and difplaccd by the motion of 
the fea, they found it neceffary to change their plan, and endeavoured 
to fhut up the harbour by means of floating rafts and hulks firmly 
anchored in the paffage. In executing this project they were dif- 
turbed by a continual difcharge of arrows, ftones, and other miffile 
weapons from veflcls in the mouth of the harbour, on which proper 

engines were mounted for this purpofe. 

While the parties were thus, without intermiffion, engaged at the 
entrance of the port, Csefar again made a fhew of propofing a 
treaty. As he had received no anfwer to his former meffage by 

Magius, he affected to defpair of making any progrefs by direct ap- 
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plications to Pompey, and fent into the town Caninius Rebilus, one c 
•of his lieutenants, who, being in great intimacy with Scribonius 
Libo, liad directions to make application to him, ' and, in Ca?farV 
name, tointreathis good offices in bringing on a negotiation; par- 
ticularly, if pofiible, in procuring an interview between Pompey 
and himfelf. Reprefenting to Libo, that if an interview were ob- 

* 

tained, fome way might be difcovered to ftop the iflues of blood, a 
bleffing which, in that cafe, would for ever be mentioned as the effect 
of ib effential a fervice performed by Scribonius Libo to his country. 
Pompey, upon receiving thefe propofals, which, though addrefled 

to Libo, were earned directly to himfelf, made anfwer, That, in the 
abfeuce of the Confuls, he could not treat. Tri this bftance, he per- 
ceived, no doubt, the infincerity of Csefar s pacific declarations, and 
was not tempted to remit the vigilance of his defence, or the ardour 

* 

with which he now at laft prepared for the conteft : yet he could not 
altogether prevent one advantage which Csefar meant to reap from 
thefe repeated profeflions of moderation and defire of peace, that 
of appearing in the eyes of the People, not the author of the war, 

but a perfon forced to thefe extremities by the violence and obftinacy 

.of his enemies. 

After the works at the mouth of the harbour of Brundifium had 
been continued three days, and had made confiderable progrefs, the 
tranfpoits which had carried the firft divifion of Pompey 's army re- 
turned from Dyrrachium, and, asthepaffage at the mouth of the har- 
bour was ftill openj he prepared to embark with the remainder of his 
forces. The inhabitants of the town, being difaffected to him, were 
likely to give intelligence to Cxkr of all his motions ; and he made no 
doubt that as foon as he mould withdraw his guards, they would throw 
open their gates; and- expbfe him to be attacked in his rear, andpof- 
fibly to lofe fuch part of his army as might be overtaken on more. 
To provide againft this event, and to retard (Mar's entry into the 

Vol. II. 3 E town. 
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ops. town, he built up the gates with folid mortar and (tone, and tra- 

verfed the ftreets with walls and large ditches replenifhed with fharp 



rbkes 



malked of hid with a flight covering of brufh- 



earth 



When the legions began to move towards the harbour, the rear 

guard frill endeavoured to prefent the ufual appearances on the ram- 
parts, by occupying every poft with archers, Dingers, and other light 
troops, Thefe being to remain in their poft while the main body was 
embarking, had orders, at a fignal given, to abandon the walls, and 

to repair on board the tranfports which- were ready to receive them. 

The troops in BrundMium thus began to embark in the night, and' 
Cs£ir, having immediate intelligence of if from the town, brought 
forward his fcaling ladders, and, as foon as the ramparts appeared' 
to be deferted, began to afcend them in feveral places at once, and 
effected one part of his purpofe, by gaining the battlements without 

oppofition ; but when he was- about to defcend from thence- into the 



ftreots, having notice of the fnares and obftructions which were 
placed in his way,, he was obliged, to halt, or to advance with fo 

much precaution, that the enemy had time to put off from the mole, 
and get under fail. Only two tranfports, that ftruck and were 
aground on the banks which had been formed or begun at the mouth 
of the harbour, fell into his hands. The remainder, with the 

greater part of the Senate, attended by the officers of State and the 

enfigns of magifiracy, proceeded in their paffage to Epirus; thus* 
leaving Czefar in poffeffion of Italy and of the feats of government 
from which the world could fcarcely disjoin, .in their idea, the right to 
command* 

Gefer having, in this manner, furprifed the republic, and in fixty 
days obliged all his opponents to evacuate Italy, and to leave him fole 



mailer of the forces which began to be muttered againft him, it is 



probable, notwithftanding the queftion he ftates idating to the 
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pedience of following his enemy into Epirus, that he had already 
taken his refolution to confider the reduction of Spain as the next 
object of confequence to that of Italy. In that province, which was 
full of refources, a regular army of feven or eight legions had been 

for fome time formed, with an evident purpofe to keep him in awe. 

He was threatened therefore with the moft immediate danger from 

thence. Some arrangements too were yet wanting for the fecurity 
of Italy. The profefTions which he had made of pacific difpofitions, 
and of zeal for the republic, were to be confirmed by mowing a 

proper refpett to the forms of the conftitution, and by endeavouring 
to reftore a government which he had actually overthrown. 

For thefe reafons, Czcfar contented himfelf, for the prefent, with 
having ordered (hipping to be provided at the port of Brundifium, 
that he might amufe the enemy with appearances of his intending to 
continue the war on that fide, or that he might be actually ready- 
to do fo, when he had elfewhere accomplished the purpofe on which 
he was bent. Notwithstanding his pacific declarations, and his oJlen- 
tation of clemency or every occafion, the People Hill trembled when 
they faw almoft every citizen of reputation and honour obliged to fly 
from the feats of government, and, in their place, collected from 
different quarters of Italy, every bankrupt, every outlaw, and every 
perfon of infamous character 3 \ Thefe being at variance with the 
laws of their country, had flocked to Csefar, and were received by 
him under the denomination of the injured and the oppreffed citi- 
zens, whofe wrongs he was come to redrefs. 

With this company, ftill multiplying around him, having given 
.orders to fecure Brundifium from the fea, and polled there, and 

36 Cicer. ad Att. lib. ix. ep. 19. Cave ep. 1. qui hie poteft fe gerere non perditi 

autem putis quemquam hominem in Italiam vita mores ante facia ratio fufcepti negotii, 

turpem cfle, qui hinc abfit. VidiipfeFormiis focii, &c. 
iiniverfos, &c; et Cicer. ad Att. lib. ix. 

3E 2 at 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION* 



at Sipontum and Tarentum, each a legion ; and having ordered fhlps 
from every part of the coafts of Italy and Gaul, he fet out for Spain,, 
intending, while the troops, with whom he had over-run Italy, took 
fome repofe in quarters, and while thofe who were deftined for the 

lervice in Spain were on the march, that he himfelf Ihould vifit 
Rome, and obferve the afpeft of his party. His father-in-law, 
Calpurnius Pifo, although, by his relation to Csefar, hindered from 
following Pompey, yet would not countenance his fon-in-law fo far 
as to remain in the city to receive him. Marcus Lepidus, then. 
Pntor, was the officer of higheft rank who continued in his place ; 
and befide the Tribunes who had been the inftruments in kindling 
this war,, was the only magiftrate who refigned himfelf intirely to 
the victor's difpofaL Among the Tribunes, Caecilius Metellus, 

though difpofed to have followed the Senate, being detained in the 

^city by the facred duties of his function, had taken his refolution to 
employ the negative with which he was mtrufted, in reftraining the 
violations of law and government, which were to be expected in fuch. 
a fcene as was now to be opened at Rome. 



Cicero, upon the commencement of hoftilities, having ftill the 

enfigns of Proconful, was appointed to infpeft the levies and other 

affairs of the republic on the coafts of Campania and Latium. Upon 

Pompey's retreat, he remained in this ftation with a mind over- 
whelmed with perplexity and irrefolution. He affected refpecT: and' 
gratitude to Pompey, though he furely owed him no obligation, 
bore him no real affe&ion, and blamed him highly for his Might 
from Italy ; but in the laft perhaps he only meant to juftify him- 
felf for not having immediately joined him in his retreat, and for 
not having embarked with more decifion in the caufe. He fincerely 
lamented the ftate of the republic, of which he now certaintly 
defpaired, and only withed to fleer a courfe, the fafeft he could for 
his own reputation and his perfon*- 
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Csefar, in the beginning of this conteft, had contributed much to 
perplex the refolution of Cicero, who generally faw fo many objects in 
every queftion of State, that it was difficult for him to decide between 
them. He had been kept undetermined by means of a flattering 
correfpondence, in which Cedar made repeated applications for his 
good offices towards preventing the prefent troubles. Being now in. 
the way of Gefar from Brundilium to Rome, he was honoured with 
a perfonal interview ; at which, fays Cicero to his friend Atticus, I 
{lull ftudy rather to appear an object of his refpect than of his liking. 
He accordingly, on that occafion, refifted his flatter}'-, and withftood 
his iutreaties to attend a meeting of the Senate, which Csefar had 
ordered to be aflembled by a meOTcnger difpatched from Formk\ 

C.tfar appeared to be piqued at this refufal : " It will be fuppofed 
" you condemn me," he faid, " and others will be led by your ex- 
u ample." Cicero replied, " That his cafe was different from that of 
" others who had lefs connection with Pompey." " Come, then," 
continued Csefar, " and treat of an accommodation with Pompey." 
" Shall I be at liberty to do fo in my own way ?" " Who will reftraiu 
M you?" " Shall I move the Senate then, that the war fhall not be 
" carried into Spain, nor into Greece ? Shall I lament the treatment 
" which Pompey has received?" M That indeed," faid C*far, « 1 
" fhall not like to have faid." I thought fo," replied the other, 

u and chofe to abfent myfelf." At parting, Caefar defired him to con- 
futer of the matter. " If you defert me," he faid, " I muft have 
u recourse to other counfels,. and know not what I may be forced to 
:< do "." 

* 

Upon the arrival of Cxfar in the fuburbs of Rome, fuch of the 
Senators as were in the city, or in the neighbourhood, aflembled at 
his fununons. He opened the meeting by enumerating the wrongs 



" Ciccr. ad Atticum. lib. ix. ep. 18. 
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he had received, and by loading his opponents with the guilt of the 

<prefent war. " He never had afpired," he laid, w to unprecedented 
" honours. The office of Conful was now again open to him by 
** the laws of the commonwealth ; and the Roman People had dif- 

u penfed with his perfonal attendance in firing for it. -An aft to 
" this purpofe," he faid, " had been obtained in the faireft and moll 
" conllitutional manner. Ten Tribunes had concurred in propofing 

" it. His enemies, particularly Cato himfelf, had been heard at full 
u length againft it, and had praftifed his -ufual artifice for difappoint- 
Xl ing the Senate or the People, by prolonging the debates. Pompey 
* l himfelf was Confiil when this -act was paffed. If he difapproved of 
" the act, why did he not oppofe it then? If he approved of it, why 
" rob him now of theprivilege it beftowed ? He reminded this mcet- 

u ing of the moderation with which he himfelf had offered to relign 
" his command, while -others were fo tenacious of theirs ; or while 
they impofed conditions on him, to which they themfelves would 
not fubmit, and chofe to throw the State into confufion, rather than 
" abate the leaft of their own pretenfions. He obferved, that his 
c * enemies had made ufe of a falfe pretence to call off two legions 
" from his army ; that they had violated the facred character of the 
Tribunes, who were guilty of no offence, but that of protecting 

" him againft the oppreifion of his enemies ; that they had rejected 
" all offers of an accommodation, or even of a conference. 

" He now exhorted the Senate. not to defert the commonwealth, 
" nor to oppofe fuch as, in concert with him, might endeavour to 
" reftore the government ; but if they fliould fhrink in this arduous 
" talk, he Ihould not prefs it upon them. He knew how to aft for 
" himfelf. If his opinion were followed, deputies fhould be now 
*' fent from the Senate to Pompey, with intreaties, that he would fpare 
" the republic. He knew, that Pompey had formerly objected to 
u to his having any fuch deputation fent to himfelf, confidering fuch 

6 " advances 
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" advances as a conceffion of right in him to whom they were made, 
" or of fear in thofe who made them. Thefe, he faid, were the 
" refledions of a narrow mind.; for his own part, as he wifhed to 
« overcome his enemies in the field, fo he wifhed to excel them in 
" ads of generofity and candour.. 1 

Such were the colours in which this artful man endeavoured to difguife * 
hiscaufe; and while he took effedual meafures to maintain it by. force, 
employed likewife an infinuation, and an eloquence not lefs danger- • 
ous than his fword. The propofals of a treaty were received in this 
meeting with joy ; but no man was willing, after having aflifted at 
mch a meeting of the Senate, to hazard his perfon in Pompey's 

camp. 

While C&far, to reconcile all men to his caufe, affeded clemency 
even to thofe who were taken in arms agaiuft him, Pompey, .fup- 
pofing himfelf entrufted with the powers and feverities of the law, 
had threatened: to employ thofe powers and feverities to the utmoft 
extent againft every perfon who ftaid behind him at Rome. Pro- 
fcribtion and majfaere of thofe who abandoned the common- 
wealth were the ordinary language. at his quarters 3 V He . propofed 
to operate in this cafe by fear alone, and had- forgotten, that legal 
government itfelf,. on certain occafions, with all its authorities and 

powers, , ftands in need of infinuation and. of popular arts. 

Csefar, . in taking the oppofite tone, and in afFeding to commit his 
affairs to the iflue . of a fair negotiation and treaty, relied on the 
difficulties that were likely to occur in the condud of any nego- 
tiation;- or he prefumed upon thefe difficulties in making offers 
which he. did not wiQi his enemies to accept. His intention was 
to load his antagonift with the blame, of a war which, it is. pro- 
bable, he had a long time been devifing, If he had really meant to 
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renew his former concerts with Pompey, he would have employed 
again the fame concealed methods by which thofe concerts had * been 
formerly obtained, and would not have intrufted the mediation to the 
Senate, a body which, however compofed, had a natural claim to 
authority, and might have carried their negotiations farther than he 

propofei He had ever entertained a ferious averfion to the name 
and pretenfions of the Senate. Being altogether indifferent to public 
interefts of every fort, the mediocrity of parts, that muft ever appear 
in the majority of fuch a body, was to him an object of contempt. He 
had efpoufed the caufe of every faction, of every tumult, of every 
criminal againft them ; and, at one time, rather than be fubject to their 

authority, had propofed, thatPompey himfelf mould transport this army 
from x\fia to ufurp the government. Even the few Senators, who, 

upon the former occafion, from indifference to public queftions, or 
irorn a difpofition to favour his caufe, had remained in the city, be- 
came the objects of his difguft. Many of them, though willing to be 
his inftruments, were not yet .formed for his purpofe. When he af- 
fected to treat them with refpect, they received his addreffes as matter 

of right ; when he propofed any meafure, they took the matter into 
ferious confideration, and affected to deliberate of what was to be 
done. " He detefts the Senate," faid Curio to Cicero, " now more 
" than ever ; he will leave them no authority. I meant to have 
" held my commiifion by a fictitious decree of that body : but he 
" faid, I mould hold it of himfelf ; and that every honour, .and every 
" power mould be derived from him 3 V 

Csefar, however, meant to make this remnant of a legal aifembly 
-ihe tools of every ungracious or improper meafure he had occafion to 
execute, and, in particular, to avail himfelf of their authority in 
feizing the public money. Pompey^ before he left Rome, had been 
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authorifed to draw from the treafures of the commonwealth whatever 
money he wanted for the fervice. At his departure, he ordered the 
whole to be removed ; and the Conful Lentulus was about to execute 
this order, when a fudden alarm of Collar's approach obliged him to 
defift, and left him time only to carry away the keys of the publick 
repofitories. Csefar now moved the Senate, that the doors Ihould 
be opened ; and that the public money mould be ifiued from thence 
to defray the cxpence of the war 40 . To this motion the Tribune 
Mctellus Celer oppoled his negative ; and Cxfar, difdaining any 
longer to wear a mafic which fubjected him to the obiervance of in- 
figniticant forms, proceeded to the treafury, and ordered the doors 
to be forced. The Tribune had the boldnefs to place himfelf in the 
way, and was about to reduce Cxfar to the difagreeable alternative 
of being difappointed of his purpofe, or of rendering himfelf the 
object of popular deteftation, by violating the facred perfon of a 
Tribune, from a veneration to which, he himfelf profefied to have 
undertaken the war. On this occafion, contrary to his ufual cha- 
racter, he appeared to have loft his temper, and threatened Me- 
tellus with immediate death. " This," he faid, u is eafier for me 

" to execute than to utter." It was thought, that if the Tribune 
had perfifted,- not only this officer, but numbers of Senators, and 
many of the more refpectable citizens, whom he confidered as 
enemies and promoters of the Tribune's contumacy, would have 
been involved in a general maffacre. " Think not," faid Curio, in 
relating thefe particulars to Cicero, " that his clemency proceeds from 
" temper, or is fecured to you by any real difpofition of his mind. 
" It is a mere effect of his policy ; he is naturally indifferent to 
" blood, and, if he is provoked, will make it to run in the 
" kennels *\ M 



40 Dio. Caffius, Kb. xli. c. 17 & 18. 41 Cicero ad Atticuro, lib, x. ep. 4. 
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He is faid, on this occafion, to have carried off in bars, 
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25,000 lb. ** of gold, 35,0001b. 41 of filver, and in coin, 40,000,000 
Roman money 

After this a& of violence, it appears that Caefar diftrufted the af- 
fections of the people. He had propofed to harangue them in a pub- 
fick audience, which had been appointed for that purpofe ; but ap- 
prehending that he might be expofed to infult from fome one in the 
crowd, he declined that fotemnity, even avoided the public view al- 
together, and having pafled but a few days at Rome, fet out for 
Spain fullen and difpleafed. It was no longer a doubt, that his vic- 



fubverfion 



•overrun ent 



obferved 



time Prstor, and the officer of aigheft rank then at Rome, was left 
to govern in the city. Mark Antony had the command of Caefar s 
forces in Italy ; and by the ufe which he made of his power, treat- 
ing perfons of the moft refpe&atle condition with great infolence, 
and indulging himfelf in all the extravagance of debauch, for which 
his genius appears to have been peculiarly fitted, increafed the dif- 

According to Arbathnot, ch. 1 8. 
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mal apprehenfions of the public. He is faid to have travelled through chap. 

Italy himfelf in an open litter, with Citheride, a celebrated aftrefs, ' ' 

followed by feven other carriages replenifhed with courtezans, and 
even attended by his wife Fulvia, the widow of the late famous 
Ciodius, who, to enjoy her hufband's ftate, and partake with him in 
the licence of his military power, connived at his infidelities, and 
made a part in this fcandalous train 4 \ The whole, a lively fpecimen 
of the purpofe for which the accomplices of Cataline, and many of 
the followers of Carfar wifhed to be matters of the republic, and a 

foretafte of the wanton caprice with which this overgrown repub- 
lic, fo long a prey to outrageous faction, was now likely to be 
made the fubje£t and the fport of a military ufurpation. 

Soon after hoftilities had commenced, Cotta had been fent to com- 
mand for the republic in Sardinia, and Cato to command in Sicily. 
Csfar, when about to carry the war into Spain, thought it neceflary, 
if poffible, to get the poffeflion of thefe iflands, as well as to reduce 
Pompey's forces in every other part of the empire. Having ftationed 
Dolabella, with C. Antonius, on the coaft of Illyricum, he ordered 
Valerius, with a proper force, into Sardinia, and Curio, with three 
legions, to attack Cato in Sicily. The Sardinians, hearing that one 
of Csefar's officers was appointed, in his name, to take poffeflion of 
their ifland, declared for his intereft, took arms againft Cotta, and 
obliged him to fly into Africa, where he joined Atius Varus, who 
had occupied that province in the name of the republic. 

Cato, fome time after his nomination to command in Sicily, and 
while there were any hopes of a negotiation, remained at Capua, 
then the quarters of Pompey, in order to give his affiftance in form- 
ing an accommodation, the leaft ruinous that could be obtained for 

* 

the commonwealth. On Pompey 's retreat into Apulia, he went into 

. Cic. ad Att lib, x. & xiil 
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Sicily, and the province being unprovided with every means of de- 
fence, he gave orders to repair, and to build mips in all the ports of 
the ifland, and in thofe of the neighbouring coaft of Italy. He had 

likewife ordered all the towns to furnifh their quota of troops ; but 
had not been able to affemble any force, when Curio landed at Mef- 
fina, with the two legions deftined by Csefar to take poffeffion of 
the illand. Senfible that any attempts to refill this force would only 
expofe the live3 of a few well-affe&ed citizens or fubjects, who might 
on this occafion be difpofed to fupport him as an officer of the re- 
public, he difcontinued his military preparations* and withdrew 
firom the illand. 

This officer had often difapproved of Pompey's conduct ; and o:\ 
this occafion, complained particularly of the defencelefs ftate in which 

he had fuffered the republic to be furprifed in all its poffeffione. 
Csfkr, who no doubt wilhed to have, the fuffrage of fuch a citizen j 
and cf his own enemy againft Pompey, reprefents Cato as complain- 
ing that he was betrayed, that the Senate had been deceived, and that 

the war itfelf was unnecefTary 47 . The conduct of Pompey, not onl j 
as a citizen, but as an officer of ftate and as a foldier, has been cen- 
fured in many parts of this memorable conteft ; and it is indeed eafy 

to fpy faults after the event, and when experience has expofed them 
to view. Czefar himfelf is faid to have cenfured him for abandoning 
Italyj and it is probable would have refpected him more, if in exe- 
cuting this refolution, inftead of palling into Macedonia, he had gone 
to the head of his army in Spain. His celebrated faying, in leaving 
Brundifium, when he was about to carry the war into that country, 
implied an opinion to this purpofe, We go," he faid, " from this 
u general who has no army, to an army that has no general." 

Caifars own difpofition of his forces, as has been already menr 
tioned, in affigning what appeared to have been the reafons of his 

* : Cxf. dc BeN. Civ., lib. xxx. 



OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. 



conduct, had been made with the greateft ability ; and the more, that 
they gave him the appearance of a perfon acting without defign, and 
fiiddenly forced to the meafures which he embraced. In talking of or- 
dinary men, we may err in imputing too much to defign and concert ; 
but with refpect to Csfar, the miftake to be feared, is not perceiving 
the whole extent of his forefight and plan. He at once armed him- 
felf with a military force, and artfully guarded the appearances under 

which he was to ufe it. When the Senate pafTed their rcfolution 

againft him, he feemed to be caught unprepared to refift ; but the 

Senate was ftill lefs prepared to attack. He had artfully avoided giving 

them any caufe of fufpicion,..by any unneceflary aflemblage of forces 

on the fide of Italy, while he had fufficient ftrength to take the full 
benefit of the confternation into which they were thrown by his firft 

alarm. Though long meditating the invafion of Rome with an army, 
he contrived an incident, in the flight of the Tribunes, to make it ap- 
pear the effect of a fudden provocation, and of his zeal in a popular 
caufe. When we confider that Mark Antony was the Tribune who 

furnilhed this pretence, there is- no doubt that Csefar had his choice of 
the time at which it fhould be prefented to him. 

At this conjuncture, the greater part of his army ftill remained 
beyond the Alps, and in the precife fituation in which they were 
molt likely to be wanted to encounter the firft confiderable difficulty 
that would probably arife in the war, from the veteran legions which 
had been levied for Pompey, and which were ftationed under Afranius 
and Petreius in Spain 48 . If thefe legions had attempted to pafs the 
Pyrennees, the army of Caefar was ftationed in Gaul to intercept 
them, and he was accordingly fecure of being able to finifh the war 
in Italy, without any interruption from thence. When this fervice 
was effected, his army in Gaul remained in the moft advantageous 
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pofition, from which to enter upon what was likely to become the 
fecond object of his enterprize, the reduction of Spain, 

The antagonists of Qefar, without any apprehenfion of thefe 
difpofnions, and perfectly fecure before hoftilities commenced, were 
completely furprifed, overwhelmed, and routed in every quarter 

on which they attempted to make any defence. Armies indeed 
had been formed in Italy, according to the faying of Pompey, at 
the Jiamp of bis foot ; but they were armies that ferved the purpofe of 
his enemies, not that of the republic, or his own ; and though 
raifed to fecure Italy againft Csfar, became in the reduction of Italy 

itfelf an acceflion to his force, and were ready to be fent in feparate 
divifions to occupy different provinces of the empire in his name ; 

infomuch, that -while Carfar himfelf, with the ftrength of the veteran 
legions with which he had conquered Gaul, haftened into Spain to 
reduce what was the moil formidable part of his rival's power, his of- 
ficers were detached with feparate bodies of thefe newly acquired 
troops, into Sardinia, Sicily, and Africa. 

Pompey, although he had never vifited his government in perfon, 
nor fought for occafions of war, as Csefar, in order to form his army 
and inure them to fcrvice, had done in Gaul, had neverthelefs formed 
a great military eftabliihment, confuting of feven Roman legions, 
with five thoufand horfe, and eighty cohorts of provincial infantry, 
equal in number to eight legions more ; and Csefar had reafon to be- 
lieve, that this great force, if the war could have been protracted in 
Italy, would have come upon his rear, cut off his refources in Gauli 
or obliged him to defend himfelf on the north of the Alps. He ac- 
cordingly, inftead of bringing into Italy the legions that lay in the low 
countries, or the interior parts of his province, had moved them only 
to the neighbourhood of Narbonne, to be near the confines of Spain, 
from which this florm was to be dreaded ; and meant, if the fuccefs 
of his aflairs in Italy fliould admit of it, that thefe legions mould 

crofs 
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crofs the Pyrennees, and fix the fcene of the war amidft his rival's c 
poffeffions. 

* 

Spain had been formerly divided into two provinces, under two 
feparate Roman governors ; but the whole being united under Pom- 
pey, was committed by him to three lieutenants, Varro, Petreius, 
and Afranius. The firft commanded, from the river Guadiana 

weftward to the extremities of Lufitania 49 and Gallicia ; the fecond, 
from the Guadiana caftward to the mountains of Murcia ; and the 
third, from thence to the Pyrennees, 

Soon after the war broke out in Italy, Pompey fent Vibullius into 
Spain, with orders to thefe officers to afTemble their forces, and to 

prepare for the defence of their province. Varro affected indifference 
in the quarrel, or an equal regard to the oppofite parties concerned 
in it. An accident, he faid, had placed him under the command of 

Pompey ; but he had an equal attachment to Csefar. The other two, 
from regard- to the commonwealth, or from fidelity to their com- 
mander in chief, engaged with more zeal in the caufe. They deter- 
mined, in concert with Vibullius, to leave Varro in the weftern pro- 
vince, while they themfelves drew the principal part of their force 
towards the eaftern frontier ; and by occupying the paffes of the 
mountains, or fome ftrong poft on the Ebro, endeavoured to defend 
the country entrufted to their care, until Pompey fliould either arrive 
in perfon to take the command on himfelf, or until, having rallied 
his forces in Macedonia, he fhould bring the fcene of the war again 
into Italy. For this purpofe, they took poft at Ilerda 50 , a place of 
flrength on the Segro, and about twenty miles above the confluence 
of this river with the Cinea ; Afranius with three legions, Petreius 
with two more, together with five thoufand horfe, and eighty cohorts 
°f provincial infantry. 

* s Portugal. s° Now called Lerida, 
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Such were the difpofitions that "were making in Spain, when Catfar, 

having expelled his rival from Italy, took poffeffion of Rome, and 
having paffed a few days in that city, in the manner above related, 

i 

fet out for his army in the province of Narbonne. 

Being to pais by Marfeilles, he intended to take poffeflion of that 
city ; but the inhabitants were already difpofed to favour his anta- 
gonitis, and fbut their gates againft him. This ancient Greek co- 

lony, after having long defended their fettlement againft the rude 
tribes in their neighbourhood, had placed themfelves at laft undo 
the protection of the Romans 5 but with a referve of all their immu- 
nities, and an exemption from all the burdens of a Roman province. 
Csrfar propofed to have entered their city as a neutral place, and to 

prevail on the citizens to receive him, cited the examples of Rome 

itfelf, and of all the other cities of Italy who had opened their gates, 

and given a paffage to his army, without taking any part in the 
prefent difputes. To this propofal, the people of Marfeilles made 
anfwer, That in every cafe .where the Romans were divided among 

themfelves, every ally in their fituation muft fo far preferve their neu- 
trality, as not to receive the forces of either party within their walls ; 

and that in the prefent cafe particularly, they lay under fuch high 
• obligations to the leaders of both parties, that they muft carefully 
avoid giving offence to either. 

It foon after appeared, however, that this plaufible anfwer was 

intended merely to gain time. Vibullius had paffed by Marfeilles 

in his way to Spain, and had delivered to the people of that place 

a meffage from Pompey, with affurances of fupport ; on which they 

f Lilly relied. The receipt of this meffage, was followed by a refo- 
luticn to admit the officers and men of Pompey's pariy into their town, 
and to exclude his antagonifts. 

Domitius Ahenobarbus, after he had been difmiffed from Cor- 

fldum, no ways affected by the oftentatious clemency of Cxfar, had, 

in 
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in purfuance of the Senate's appointment to the government of Gaul, 
repaired to that province, railed fome troops, with which he was ex- 
pected to take pofleffion of Marseilles, and actually, in a few days 
after this anfwer was given to Csfar, entered the harbour of that 
place with feven fhips, and fome land forces on board. Upon his ar- 
rival, the people of this republic called in to their afliftance the force 
of fome neighbouring cantons from the mountains ; repaired their 
fortifications; repleniflied their magazines; employed many hands 
in fabricating arms-; and took every other precaution that was necef- 
fary, in cafe they fhould be attacked, to enable them to make a vi- 
gorous defence^ 

Csfar being greatly provoked, inverted the town with an army of 

P 

three legions ; and having ordered fome mips to be built on the Rhone, 
prepared to aflail it at once by fea and by land. He committed the at- 
tack by land to Trebonius ; and that from the fea to Decimus Brutus. 
While he was making thefe preparations, a report prevailed that Pom- 
pey was palling the feas into Africa, and intended, with the troops 
which were in that province, and a body of Numidian cavalry, to 
reinforce, and to take the command of his army in Spain. It is pro- 
bable that Casfar, in like circumftanccs, would have even taken a 
fliorter road to the head of his army. He appears at leaf! to have 
believed this report of his enemy, or to have thought it extremely 
probable, and to have been fome what alarmed. As if the profpect 
of meeting with Pompey, having under his direction a well-appointed 
and regular force, had rendered him doubtful of the affections of his 
own men, he mentions an artifice practifed by himfelf on this occafion, 
which may be confidered as a fpecimen of his addrefs, and of the in- 
fluence which he employed with his army. He borrowed money 
from the officers, and gave it in gratuities to the foldiers; thus taking 
a pledge for the fidelity of the one, and purchfiang that of the others 
by his bounty. 
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While Cxfar was yet employed in opening the fiege of Marfellles, 
he ordered Fabius, who commanded his forces at Narbonne, to ad- 
vance into the Pyrennees ; and if the pafles were open or flightly 

guarded, to penetrate into Spain, and occupy fome advantageous 

ftation on the frontier of that country. This officer accordingly, hav- 
ing forced the pafles of the Pyrennees, penetrated to the Segra, or, 

as it was then called, the Sicoris ; and took poft on the right of this 
river, in the front of the united armies of Afranius and Petreius, 
who were encamped near the town of Ilerda. 

Fabius, not to be interrupted by occafional floods in his commu- 
nication with the country through which he had pafled, and to keep 
open the ordinary route from Gaul, laid two bridges upon it, at the 
dulance of four miles from each other. By thefe communications, 
he was chiefly fupplied with provifions ; and as the Spanifli army had 
an eafy accefs by the bridge of Ilerda to intercept his fupplies, it was 
neceflary to cover every convoy and foraging party with numerous 
and powerful efcorts. Two intire legions, under the command of 
Plancus, had marched on this fervice, and were to be followed by a 
body of cavalry. After the infantry had pafled the river, and 
the cavalry was entered on the bridge, it broke down, and de- 
prived thofe who were already over, of any communication with 
the camp. The timber and wreck of the bridge floating by the 
town of Ilerda, gave the enemy intimation of what had happened, 
and fuggefted the defign to fcour the country on the left of the Segra, 
with a powerful detachment, in order to intercept any parties who 
might by this accident be cut off from the main body of the army. 

For this purpofe, Afranius marched with four legions, and might 

have taken or deftroved thofe who remained under Plancus on the 
liit of the river, if this officer had not retired to a height, on which 
he was able for fome time to refift the fuperior numbers of- his 
enemy. In the mean while, Fabius fufpe&ing the danger to which 
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Ins detachment was eXpofed, difpatched two legions more by the 
other bridge to fupport the former. On the appearance of this rein- 
forcement, Afranius, whofe plan in the prefent campaign was alto- 
gether defenfive, thought proper to retire, without hazarding an action, 
iu which he might be expofed to a too hafty decifion of the caufe. 

Two days after this adventure, Casfar, with an efcort of nine hun- 
dred horfe, arrived in the camp of Fabius. Having examined the 
firuation of both armies, and ordered the bridge on the Segra to be 
rebuilt, he proceeded as ufual to ad on the ofFenfivc, and to occupy 

the enemy's attention- with fucceffive operations againft them, by 
which he left them no leifure to form any defigns of their own. 
It was his fortune, indeed, in this and other periods of the prefent 
war, to need a fpeedy decifion, which made him take meafures that 
forced his enemies to remain on the defenfive, and infpired his men 
with a notion of their own fuperiority; an opinion which, after it has 
been fome time received, feldom fails to verify itfelf. 

In a few days after his arrival, he advanced with his army in three 
divifions to the foot of the hill on which the Spanifh army was en- 
camped, and while they continued to obferve, and endeavoured to 
penetrate his intentions, he began to break ground, and to make a 
lodgment for himfelf in that place. That his purpofe might not be 
known, until the work was confiderably advanced, he kept the firft 
and fecond lines under arms, and ordered the third, without raifing 
a parapet, or planting their palifades; to fink a ditch fifteen feet wide, 
and of a fufficient length to cover his front. This being done, he re- 
tired with his whole army behind it, and ordered them to lie upon their 
arms all night. Under cover of this temporary entrenchment, he on 
the following day completed the ufual fortifications of his camp, and 

brought forward the tents and baggage of his army, which till then 
had remained under a proper guard on his former ground. 
Being now in poffeflion of a poft within four hundred paces, or 

lefs than half a mile of the enemy's lines ; and having a view of the 

1G2 ground 
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ground which lay between their camp and the town of Ilerda, ex- 
tending about three hundred paces, and moftly plain, with a fmal) 
height in the middle of it, he formed a project to felze this height ; 
and knowing that the enemy lodged their magazines and ftores in 
Ilerda, propofed to cut off their communication with the town. In 
this view, he drew up a body of three legions in a proper petition, 

from which to execute his purpofe; and ordered the front rank 14 from 

one of thofe legions to ftart from their colours, and with the utmoft 
Ipeed to gain the height which he intended to occupy. The fudden 
movement of this body explained his defign to the enemy, and they 
inffantly put all the piquets and extraordinary guards of their camp in 
motion to prevent its effects. Having a nearer way, and the advan- 
tage of the ground, they prevented Caefar's party ; and being in pof- 

felfion of the height before they came up, repulfed and beat them 
back to their main body. Here too, they purfued their advantage j 
and as they ruflied with little regard to order, but with an appearance 
of undaunted courage, on the flanks as well as the front of the legions 
which Csfar had advanced, they put the whole in fome degree of 
confufion, and forced them back to the heights in their rear. 

While the leaders of the Spanifh army probably committed an 
error in not redoubling their blow, or remained in fufpence, Ctfftr 
iffued from his camp with a frefh legion to fupport the flying divifion 

of his army, obliged the enemy to retire in their turn, and having 
overtaken them before they could reach their camp, obliged them to 
take refuge under the walls of the town. 

The ground at the foot of thefe walls was fteep, and the accefs to 
it was by lanes and narrow ways. Thither the troops, with whom 
Gefar had renewed the action, fluihed with victory, had followed die 
enemy, and got into a fituation in which they could not gain any 
advantage, nor retire without lofs. The parties however continued to 

i ki rmiih during five hours, and being continually reinforced from 

f 4 Unias Lcgionis AntefignanO!. Csfar. dc Bell. Civil, lib. i. c. 43. 

n their 
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their refpective armies, a general engagement was likely to enfue 
on ground extremely unfavourable to Cxfar. 

In order to extricate himfelf with the lean: poffible appearance of 
difgrace, he ordered a general charge, and having drove his anta- 
gonifts before him to the foot of the wall, he founded a retreat from 
thence, and brought off his men, before the enemy could rally or re- 
turn to the purfuit. 

In this manner, Cxfar retired to his camp with considerable lofs, 
and foiled in his defign ; but on account of the laft impreflion he 
made on the enemy, with fome pretenfions to a victory, of which, 
to fupport the courage of his troops, he did not neglect -to avail 
himfelf. 

In a few days after this mifcarriage, the army of Cxfar fuffered 

a worfe and more alarming calamity. The fummer being far ad- 
vanced, and the fnow on the Pyrennees melting, all the rivers which 
are fupplied from thence, rofe of a fudden to their greateft height. 
The Segra carried off both the bridges erected by Fabius, and baffled 
all the endeavours that were ufed to reftore them. As often as any 

attempt was made for thispurpofe, the work was interrupted by the 
enemy from the oppofite bank, or the materials were fwept away 
by the flood. Neither the Segra nor the Cinca were paffable, and 
the country between them, though extending in breadth about thirty 
miles, being exhaufted, could no longer furnifh any fupply of pro- 
vifions to Caefar's camp. 

About the time that the army began to feel their diftrefs, a con- 
voy which arrived from Gaul, confiding of many carriages, efcorted 
by a large body of Gaulifh horfe, and accompanied with many of- 
ficers and perfons of diftinction, who came to witnefs the glories of 
this campaign, the whole, together with their attendants and equi- 
page, amounting to about fix thoufand men, were attacked by 

Afranius, and with great lofs obliged to take refuge in the neigh- 
bouring mountains. 

In 

■ 
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In confequence of this difafter, and under the fenfe of the prc- 
fent, and apprehenfion of the future diftrefs, the modius 51 of corn 
fold in Cxfar's camp for fifty denarii, or at the rate of thirty fixil- 
lings a peck. All their attempts to procure a fupply were fruftrated 
by the difficulties of their fituation, or by the vigilance of the enemy. 



permanent 



•ery 



fnow in the fummer, and as the enemy were plentifully fupplied from 

their magazines in the town of Ilerda, or had, by the bridge of 



place, an open communication 



Csefar 



profpeci of relief. The Spanifli army 



exa 



Lire 



to all parts of Spain, to Italy, and to Macedonia- Many perfons, 
who had hitherto hefitated in the choice of their party, were now 
determined. Varro began to exert hirafelf in his province, and 
levied two entire new legions in the name of Pompey. Many 
haftened from Italy into Macedonia, to be the carriers of fuch agree- 
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Britain ; having a keel in the ordinary form, and fome timbers of c H^A P. 

ftrength on the fides ; but, inftead of plank, finifhed between thefe « ^ — 1 

timbers with bafket-work and covered with hides. Thcfc veffels being 
of eafy carriage, were tranfported by land about twenty miles above 
Cziar's camp ; and in a firft embarkation ferried over a party fufficient 
to make a lodgement on the oppofite bank. Gefar continued to rein- 
force this party, until, having an entire legion intrenched on that fide, 
he ventured to employ his carpenters openly in conftructing a bridge 

which they began at once from both fides of the river. This work was 
completed in two days, and again gave him accefs to the left of theSegra, 

where he furprifed fome of the enemy's parties, and procured imme- 
diate relief by a fupply of provifions to his own camp. 

About the time that Cxfar had effected this change in the ftate of 
his army, he had news of a naval fight on the coaft of Gaul, in 
which his fleet, under Decimus Brutus, had defeated that of the ene- 
my, and given a fpeedy profpect of the reduction of Marfeilles. This 
report, together with the difappointment he had recently given to the 
hopes of his enemies, had at once all the effects of victory, and made 
him appear more formidable than he was fuppofed to be, even before 
the diftreffes which he had lately experienced. His antagonifts, from a 
Hate of 1 anguine expectation, funk into a proportional degree of de- 
fpondency, and became fo much in awe of his fuperior conduct, that 
they abandoned the country on the left of the Segra to his foragers,. and 
never ventured, except in the night, to go abroad for the necefiary 
iupplies of their own camp. Thefe events affected the natives of 
the country in a Hill higher degree, and brought them from every 
quarter to make a tender of their fcrvices in fuppiying Ca^far with 
prcufions, or in feconding him in his military operations. 

In conjunction with the natives, who were now become his allies, 
C:cfar again found himfelf in condition to act on the oHenfive, and 
to devife new alarms for the enemy. His firft object was to render 

the paffage of the river at all times practicable \ and as he had failed 

lit 
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in his purpofe of feparating the Spanifh army from the town of Ilerda, 
he now propofed to extend his command of the country, and to form 

a chain of pods, -by which he might circumfcribe the town itfelf, 
together with the enemy's camp, which depended upon it. 

The bridge which he had lately built was at too great a diftance, 
end he experienced the infecurity of fuch communications over tor- 
rents, which came with fuch force and fo much inequality from the 
mountains. Inftead, therefore, of attempting to erect any more 
bridges, he propofed to render the river fordable, by feparating its 
courfe into many different channels ; and for this purpofe made a 
number of cuts, of about thirty feet deep, through the plain, to re- 
ceive as much of the waters of the Segra as might fufficiently drain 
the principal ftream. 

The enemy, as foon as they underftood the purpofe of thefe ope- 
ration?, were greatly alarmed. They forefaw that Csefar, having 
the paffage cf the river fecured, might command its oppofite banks 
below, as well as above the town of Ilerda, block up the bridge of that 
place, and, with the aid of the country around him, which, fince 
the late defection of its inhabitants, was ready to fupport him in all 
his defigns, might have it in his power to prevent their fupplies, and 
diftrefs them, in their turn, for want of provifions. 

To remove from a fituation in which they were expofed to fo many 
evils, they refolved inftantly to abandon their prefent ftation, and 
to retire beyond the Ebro, where the people, either from fear or 
affecHon, were ftill in their intereft. They proceeded to the exe- 
cution of this purpofe with much feeming precaution and forefight. 
Having fixed upon a proper place at which to lay a bridge over the 
Ebro, they ordered all the boats, within a certain diftance on that 
river and on the Segra, to be colleded together for that purpofe. 
They placed a proper garrifon in Ilerda, to check the motions of 
the enemy in their rear, or if he attempted to reduce that place, to 

employ 
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employ his forces until they themfelves fhould have effected their re- 
treat, and made their arrangements in the new pofition they intended 

■ 

to take. 

As their firft: movement in filing off from their prefent encamp- 
ment, and in paffing through the town of Uerda, incumbered with 
all their baggage, was likely to detain them fome time in prefence 
of the enemy, and expofed them to the attacks of his cavalry and 
light troops, they intended no more, on the firft day, than to file 
oft* by the bridge ; and they fixed on a poft at which they might halt 
on the left of the Segra, and make the proper dilpofitions to con- 
tinue their march. This poll they fent two legions before them to 

occupy and to fecure. 

Having taken thefe preparatory fteps, they decamped, defiled with- 
out moleftation through the town of Ilerda, and came to the ground 
on which they had taken care to fecure their reception ; here they 

halted until the middle of the night, when they again were in 
motion. They had a plain of fome miles before them, bounded by 
a ridge of hills, which they were tc pafs in their way to the Ebro. 
They might be expofed to Caefar's light troops in crofting this plain; 
but as foon as they reached the mountains, they could, by fecuring 
the paffes in their rear, effectually prevent any further attack from the 
enemy. Thither they accordingly directed their march ; but Carfar, 
who had obferved their intentions, ind who had fo far fucceeded in his 
operations on the river as to be able to ford it with his horfe, fent the 
greater part of his cavalry, in the beginning of the night, with orders 
to hang upon the rear of the enemy, and by all poflible means to 

retard their progrefs. 

This fervice the cavalry performed with fo much fuccefs, that 
at break of day the Spanifh amy, in confequence of the frequent 
interruptions they had received, were (till to be feen from Csefat's 
camp. The cavalry, as often as the enemy got in motion, were obferved 

Vol, H 3 H to 
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to attack them, but when the enemy halted, appeared to flop or 
retire, and were purfued in their turn. The army of Csefar being 
fpecfcators of this fcene became extremely impatient, and with the 
greateft ardour preffed to be led againft the enemy. Even officers 

crowded to their general, and begged they might be allowed to try 
the ford j they obferved of what confequence it was, that an enemy 
who had been driven with fo much labour from one poft, fliould 
not be fuffered to retire in fofety to another fituation, from which 
they might renew the war. 

Cselar, affecting to be moved by thefe reprefentations, and to be 

prevailed upon to do what it is probable he earneftly defired, in- 
llantly made his difpofitions to pafs the river. He fele&ed the leaft 
firm and vigorous men of every cohort for the guard of the camp ; 
placed lines of horfe in the river above and below the ford, to break 

the force of the ftream, and tc fave thofe who might be overpowered 
by the ftrength of the current; in this manner he paffed his infantry 
between the double lines of caialry without the lofs of a man. They 

had a circuit of fix miles to make, in order to avoid the town of 

Ikrda; but notwithfianding tlis delay, and the advantage which 
Afranius and Petreius had gained by beginning their march at mid- 
night, and by their not being difcovered until it was day, fuch were 
the interruptions given by the cavdry, and the fpeed with which the 
legions of Csefar advanced, that they overtook the enemy's rear about 

three in the afternoon, and occafiored at once a general halt in every 
part of their column. 

Petreius and Afranius, ftunned by the unexpected arrival of Czcfar 
at the head of his whole army, formed on a rifing ground to 
receive him; and both armies feemed to prepare for immediate 
action. But Ca?far, knowing the necellity which the enemy were 
under of purfuing their retreat, and the profpeel: he had of increafing 

his advantage on the march, did not think it neceffary to attack 
i them 
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diem when in order of battle ; he took his ground, however, fo near 
them s *, that he could profit by every advantage they gave him, and 
in every attempt they fhculd make to change their fituation, could 
pufli them into all the diforders of a general rout. 

In this pofition of the two armies, the Spaniards having fome 
time remained in order of battle, again attempted to refume their 
march 5 but having foon experienced the difficulties of that attempt 
with an enemy fo near them, and being faint with hunger and the 
fatigue of fo many tedious and fruitlefs operations, they determined 

* * 

to halt and wait for the return of night. They had now no more 

than five miles to pafs on the plain, and hoped, by a rapid motion in 
the night, to traverfe this fpace before Csefar could overtake them, or 
before he could oblige them to halt any where fhort of the mountains, 

where they looked for a perfect fecurity. 

Both parties appeared to be fixed on their ground for the night, 
when fome prifoners that were brought to Csefar gave information 
that the enemy were in motion, and mull in a little time be fo far 
advanced as to reach the hills before he could give them any effectual 

trouble. On this fudden emergence, although his army was by no 

means ready to march, he ordered every trumpet to found, as if he 
were actually in motion. This feint, however flight, had its effect j 
the enemy believed that they were to be inftantly attacked, or clofely 

purfued on the march, when difordered and incumbered with bag- 

guge 5 they defifted from their intention, and gave the fignal to 

halt. 

Afranius and Petreius, thus baffled in the execution of the firft part 
of their plan, which had been fo reafonably formed, began to lofe 

courage, and remained on this ground all night, and the following 



54 The want of cannon or fire-arms enabled a fuperior army to remain almoll in con- 
tad with that it intended to harafs. 
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day perplexed with irrefolution and various counfels. So far, how- 
ever, they determined, that before fo vigilant an enemy it was fafer 
to march by day than by night ; and in this mind they remained yet 
a fecond night in the prefent pofition. 

In this interval Csefar, having leifure to vifit the country over 
which they were to pafs, found it practicable to turn their flank 

and get to the hills before them. He accordingly moved in the 
night, and at break of day, before the enemy judged it fafe to de- 
camp, he appeared on their right ; but feeming to retire, and to leave 
them at liberty to continue their retreat. So long as his march had 
this appearance, they were pleafed to think that he had moved for 
want of provifions, and applauded themfelves for having patiently 
waited fo joyful an event. But as foon as he had got a fufficienr 
way to his left, he changed his direction, and marched with all 
poffible fpeed to reach the mountains. They were no longer at a 
lofs to perceive his defign, or the danger with which they them- 
felves were threatened. And they inftantly, without linking their 
tents or packing their baggage, moved in the greateft hafte to pre- 
vent him. 

In this operation, Csefar was now become certain of one or other 
of two great advantages ; either that he mould reach the pafs of the 
mountains before the enemy, and fo cut off their retreat ; or, if they 
got there before him, that he mould be left in poffeflion of their 
camp and their baggage. He prevailed, however, in the trial of 
fpeed, got the firft of thefe advantages by being before them at the 
afcent of the mountains, where he found a ledge or terras that was* 
fufficiendy capacious to receive his army, and which gave him entire 
command of the pafs. 

Afranius, on feeing CxCai in poffeflion of this ground, fent a con- 
fiderable party to try the afcent of the mountains at a different place, 

and to gain the fummits behind him j in hopes that, if this way was 

5 practicable, 
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practicable, he might follow with his whole army, and defcend from 
thence to the Ebro. But the party he employed on this fervice was, 
in prefence of both armies, furrounded by Crefar's horfe, and put to 
the fword. The reft of the army, without making any attempt to 
refcue their friends, beheld this fcene with a kind of torpid dejection. 
They dropped their arms, and ftaggered in their ranks. The troops 
of Cx'far, who well underflood thefe figns of extreme terror, became 
to a degree of mutiny impatient for action; and he himfelf was 
fcnfible that the enemy might in that moment be attacked with the 
greater! advantage ; but as he now thought himfelf fure of being able 
to reduce them without a blow, he was unwilling to give them an 
opportunity, however unlikely to avail them, of making their efcape 
by the chance of a battle. While he endeavoured accordingly to 
reftrain the unfeafonable ardour of his own men, the leaders of the 
Spanifh army had time to retire with theirs, and led them back to 
the camp which they had left in the morning, and to the melancholy 
ponefRon of tents and of baggage, which they had been willing to 
abandon, in order to effect their efcape. 

Csfar having left proper guards to fecure the paffes of the moun- 
tains, followed the enemy, and took poft, as before, fo near them,, 
that they could not move without being expofed to his infults. 

In this pofition of the two armies, the centinels and advanced 

guards had an opportunity to talk together ; they mutually regretted 

the unhappy quarrel in which they were engaged, and both officers 
and men becoming by degrees more familiar, met between the lines, 
and even exchanged vifits in their oppofite camps. Officers of the 
Spanifh army proceeded fo far as to talk of an accommodation, and 
got over their fcruplcs in treating without proper authority from their 
generals, by propofing to ftipulate fome honourable terms for them 
in the peace which they propoied to conclude. 
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Cxiar was apprifed of this correfpondence, and, however irregular, 
connived at a circumftance which he hoped his fuperior popularity 
and the fplendour of his fortune, would turn to his own account. 
He flattered himfelf, that as he had been able to feduce the troops 
of Pompey in Italy, fo he might now deprive his antagonifts of 
the army they had formed in the field to oppofe him. 

The Spanifh generals, being intent on a work they were executing 
to fee ure their accefs to water, remained for fome time unapprized of 

the diforderly correfpondence fubfifting between the two armies ; and 
Afranius, when he came to the knowledge of what was palling, 
feemed to obferve it with great indifference ; but Petreius was greatly 
alarmed, ran with the officers and the guard who ufually attended 

his perlba to the fpace between the lines, difperfed all thofe who 

were found in conference together, and put all the foldiers of CxiWs 
army who fell in his way to the fword. From thence he went 
through the camp, and with tears exacted from every legion apart 
frefii oaths of fidelity to Pompey. He afterwards affembled the whole 

at the ufual place of audience, before the general's tent ; and in a 
ipeecb, compofed of insinuation and reproach, endeavoured to con- 
firm them in their duty ; and, to the end that he might effectually 
cut off all hopes of conciliation, ordered all the foldiers of Gefar's 

army that could be found within his intrenchments to be brought be- 
fore him and Hain. 

Csfar, at the fame time, having many officers and men of the 

Spaniih army in his camp, might have retaliated thefe acts of fe- 
verity ; but he choie rather to contraft the character of clemency he 
himfelf had affumed, with the auftere and mercilefs policy of his 
enemies ; and for this purpofe gave their freedom to fuch officers or 
men as chofe to return to their own party, and rewarded with pre- 
ferments and honours fuch of them as were inclined to remain in his 

■ 

ferries. 
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Afranius and Petreius,by the timely difcovery of thefe irregularprac- c 
tices, having efcaped the difgrace of being delivered up to the enemy, 
to be treated at his difcretion, or to be fpared only as objects of pity 
at the interceffion of their own army, continued their plan of operations ; 
but by perfevering in their refiftance, they only enabled their adverfary 
to give ftill more evident proofs of his fuperior fkill and addrefs. 
They were fenfible that their prefent poft could not be long main- 
tained ; it had been taken, in their hafte to reach the mountains, fromi 
neceffity, as an immediate refpite from the attacks of an enemy who: 
annoyed their march j and, befides other inconveniences, had a dif-: 
ficult accefs to water, the brook or river from which they were to 
be fupplied being expofed to the difcharge of arrows, darts, and. 
other miffiles from the enemy. Their bread, which they had cal- 
culated to ferve them on the whole route to the Ebro was near ex- 
liaufted, and they had no immediate profpecl of fupply. They en- 
tered therefore into anxious deliberation on the choice of a retreat, 
by which they might fooneft get beyond reach of an enemy who. 
preffed them with fuch unremitted alarms. They hefitated whether, 
they mould return to Ilerda, where they ftill had foine magazines,, 
or mould attempt to reach Tarraco 53 on their left, at the diftance o£ 
about fifty miles. The length and difficulty of the way, in which they, 
would be expofed to Csefar's attacks, determined them againft the. 
laft j and they chofe the firft, as promifing the neareft and mod im-" 

mediate relief from their prefent diftreffes. They accordingly, without 

r 1 

any precaution, decamped, and directed their march, to Ilerda. 

* 

The Spanifh infantry were now more expofed than they 'had- 
been on any of their former marches j for their cavalry had been fo 
often difcomfited, and had loft courage fo much, that they could nor 
be kept to their place in the column, and were now actually received 
for fafety into the centre of the infantry $ the rear was therefore, 

» Tarragon*. ■ ' 

cruelly; 
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cruelly annoyed by Cxfar's horfe, fupported by the whole force of his 
legions. In afcending the heights, which were frequent in their way, 

they had the better of the enemy, by throwing their javelins and darts 
on thoie who attempted to puriue them from below ; and with this 
fuperioriry they made a {land on every afcent, to force their purfuers 
back to fome difiance ; but in defcending the hills, the fame advan- 
tage being taken againft themfelves, they generally ran in great dif- 
order to the plains. And in this manner, the ground being uneven, 
their march confifted of alternate ftops and precipitate flights., extremely 
fatiguing, and likely to end in a general rout. 

The leaders of the retiring army, to prevent this fatal conic- 

quence, thought proper again to form upon a rifing ground, anil 

attempted a ftratagem to amufe the enemy, and to gain fome 
advance on the march before him. For this purpofe, affecting to 
make fome permanent lodgment in the place where they halted, 
they threw up a breafl-work, but neither pitched their tents nor 
unloaded their baggage, and were ready to depart the moment their 
purfuer gave them an opportunity, by quitting the order of march. 
Griar, milling to the effe&s of his late attacks, and to the appear- 
ances which the enemy prefented, had no fufpicion of their purpofe, 

gave orders to pitch, and even fuffered his cavalry to feparate in 

parties to forage. This was no fooner obferved from the Spanifli 

army, than they inflantly renamed their march. It was then about 

noon, and they made fome way undifturbed. 

Caviar feeing himfelf over-reached, inflantly put his legions in 
motion, without ftriking their tents or packing their baggage, and 
leaving orders for the cavalry to follow him as foon as they could 

be affembled, endeavoured to keep clofe to the enemy's rear. He 
was in this fituation when the cavalry rejoined him, and, by renewing 
with double ardour their former operations, obliged the Spanifli army 

again to fufpend their march, and, in defpair, to take fome refpite 

from 
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from the continual attacks with which they were haraffed, by halt- C 
ing again in a field, which they had no time to examine, and in which 
they were accordingly very much expofed. 

On this ground 'Gcfar had again a fair opportunity to attack them, 
and, with little doubt of the event,, to terminate the war by a battle ; 
but he perfifted in his purpofe of forcing this unfortunate army to fur- 
render without any lofs or hazard to himfelf. In this mind he con- 
tinued to obferve them with a degree of infulting indifference. They 
foon became fenfible o£ the great difadvantage of the pofition in 
which they had halted^ and endeavoured to change ir y without ex- 
pofing themfelves ta the enemy, who was fo near as to be able to 
diiturb them-, in* every motion they attempted to make ; for this pur- 
pofe they Broke ground for a new intreachment in their rear, and 
retiring, as befiegers advance la the attack of a fortrefs, changed their 
fituation under the cover of works which they fucceffively raifed " 

In thefe flow and toilfome operations- they perfifted all the night 
and the following day,, and got a new pofition, in which they were 
lefs expofed to the enemy but fubjed to a frefh inconveniency, till 
then unobferved; in the great diftance to which they were removed 
from water. 

As foorr as this defect was perceived, which was probably not 
rill after the foldier had confumeJ what he commonly carried in 
his flafk, they difeontinued their fatiguing operations ; but no man 
ventured abroad for. water, and they remained all night under dread- 
ful apprehenfions of what they might fuffer from this diftrefs. 

On the following day the Spaiilh army advanced in array to the 
watering-place, and, at the hazard of a general action, proceeded to 
fupply themfelves with- this neceflary article. They were fuffered to 
avail themfelves of this temporary relief ; but none attempted to 
procure any food, and- they foon after, in order to fupply their own 
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o OS immediate wants, and to leflen their confumption of water and 

forage, killed all the beafts of burden in their camp. While they en- 
deavoured, by means of thefe temporary expedients, to await the 

event of any change that might offer in their favour,- Csefar formed 
a deiign to cut off all their hopes at once by a line of circumvallation. 
In conducting or covering this work, his legions were commonly 
under arms. And the enemy, fenfible of the extremity to which 
they were foon likely tG be reduced, advanced in front of their camp 
to interrupt him ; -and there might have decided their fate by an 
aaion upon equal terms. But they Jiad no courage left ; the 
habit of a&ing upon the 3efenfive had impreffed them with a fenfe 
of inferiority, and their frequent mifcarriages had made them diftruft 

the conduct of their officers. Though now in a ftate of fuffering, 
from which nothing but victory could extricate them, or which no- 
thing but the blood of their enemies could avenge, they, without 

making any effort for .either jnirpofe, retired again within their in- 
trenchmenr. 

In that fituation, 'however, their diftreffes in a little time became 
entirely infufferable. After four days had paffed in their camp with- 
out water or fuftenance of any fort, their leaders defired an inter- 
view with Csfar; and, not to e.rpofe themfelves in fo humbling a 
ftate to the troops of -either arm;-, begged that their meeting might 
be held apart from both. The conference was accepted; but C#far 
would not allow it to be held in iny private place : he infilled that 
Afranius and Petreius mould meet l.im in the fpace between the two 
armies ; and having previoufly demanded, as an acknowledgment of 
his victory, that the fon of Afranius fliould be delivered up as an ho- 

flage, he came to the place of meeting, furrounded by multitudes 

who crowded from both armies to witnefs the fcene. ' 

Afranius pleaded in behalf of the troops he commanded, that they 
had done no more than their duty tc Pompey, and no more than 
the fervice of the province in which they had been Rationed re- 
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quired ; but acknowledged the diftrefles to which they were reduced, C 
and implored the victor's clemency. 

Csefar, in return, upbraided the leaders of that army with therr 
obftinate animofity to himfelf, and with their late cruelty to inno- 
cent men, who had committed no other offence than that of having 
embraced their fellow-citizens as friends, and that of being defirous 
to terminate this unnatural quarrel in an amicable manner. " That 
" army," he faid, " had been raifed and kept on foot for the fo!e 
" purpofe.of .making war upon him. For this purpofc numerous 
" fleets had been equipped in times of profound peace, and feven 
" entire legions, under able. and experienced officers, had been kept 

" in this peaceable province, where there was not the leaft pretence 
" of a war; that every meafure was concerted for his deftrucYion ; 
u that in order to., raife one citizen to uncommon honours and 
" • powers, a new fpecies of arrangement had taken place, by which 
" a perfon remaining at the gates of Rome, governing in the city 

w and in every diftricl of Italy, might likewife have the command in 
" two warlike provinces, and be allowed a great military eftablilhment 
" in time of profound peace ; that, on the contrary, in order to 
" diftrefs himfelf, the ordinary rules of thefervice had been fetafide; 
" and that to him alone had been denied, what had always been 

" granted .to every citizen who faithfully ferved the republic, the 
" privilege of retiring, if not diftinguifhed with honours, at leaft 
" without being loaded with injuries and affronts ; that he had borne 
u thefe indignities, -however, with patience, and mentioned them 

" now,, not as a prelude to any feverities which he meant to inflicl-, 
*' nor as an excufe for any Angular advantage he- meant to take of 

" their prefent diftrefles ; that he demanded no more than peace j his 
" antagonifts ihould go unhurt, provided they left the province, and 

u became bound not to ferve his enemies for the future againft him 5 
" that no one ihould be forced to take any active part on his fide ; 

3 I 2 " that 
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" that all who committed no injury againft him uiould he ifthfidered 
" as his friends.; and that every man now in his power fkould be at 

u liberty, without any other conditions than thefe." t=s=---- ^ 
It is difficult to determine whether the fword or the tongueof this 
lingular man were moft dangerous to the flate he attacked. It is 

I 

probable that many of his prefent audience were -as much convinced 
by his eloquence, as they had been fubdued by his military flail, anfl 
thought him a perfon no lefs forced to his prefent extremities by the 
wrongs he had fuffered, than able to do himfelf juftice by the force 
of his arms. His fpeech was received by the late partizans of his 
rival with evident figns of pleafure. To be difcharged after a cer- 
tain period of the moft faithful fervices was all that a Roman foldier, 
in the ordinary times of the republic, could claim. To receive this 
favour at the hands of a victorious enemy, by whom they expected 
to be treated as captives, gave fudden and unexpected joy- 
After the material articles were adjufted in this manner, fome 

queftions arofe with refped to the time and place in which the van- 
quiftied army fhouid be difmhTed from their colours. Numbers of 
them, though Roman citizens, had been inlifted in Spain, and were 

natives or fettlers in that province ; others had been tranlported from 

Italy, and wiflied to return to their country. It was determined, 

therefore, that the firft fhouid be difbanded immediately.; the others 
march to the Var, and there be fet free, and not be fubject to be 
preiTed into any fervicc whatever. Casfar undertook to fupply them 

with provifions on their march. He ordered their efFe&stif any were 
found in his camp, to be reftored to them. He paid his own foldiers 
a high price for what they were in this manner defired to reftore. 
By this meafure he gained feveral advantages ; he lightened his bag- 
gage ; he made a gratification to his own men, without the impu- 
tation of bribery ; and he gained his late enemies by an act of gene- 

rofity. The vanquifhed army accordingly came to Caefar with all 
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•their complaints, and appealed to him even from their own officers. 
It was impoffible for mankind to refift fo much ability, infinuation, 

and courage. 

About a third of the captive army were difmiffed from their colours 
an Spain ; the remainder paffed the Pyrennees, preceded by one part 
of Csefar's army, and followed by the other ; who, being thus fd- 
parated to five van and the rear, and always encamping clofe to their 
prifoners, led them, in terms of the capitulation, to the frontiers of 
Cifalpine Gaul 5 \ 

While the main body of Ccefar's army thus conducted the remains 
of the Spanifh legions to the place of their deftination, Varro yet 
remained in the weftem province of Spain 5 and Caefar, in order 
eit t to effect a conjunction which had been concerted between them, 
or to force him to furrender, fent Quintus Caflius with two legions 
to that quarter, and himfeif followed with an efcort of fix hundred 
horfe. Upon the report of his approach, the natives, as ufual, 

having talcen their refolution in favour of the fuccefsful party, declared 
for the victor* One of the legions of Varro that lay at Gades " ad- 
vancing inform with their colours, came forward to Hifpales to receive 
him, and made offer of their fervices. Varro himfeif agreed to fur- 
render the forces he commanded, both^by fea and by land, and was 
received atCorduba. Here Caefar held a general convention of the 
province; and having thanked the people for -the favours they had 
ihewn to his caufe, he remitted the contributions, and withdrew all the 

burdens which Varro, acting under the authority of Pompey, had im- 
pofed upon them. In this, as in other examples, he endeavoured to 
tlifpel the fears which his enterprife at firft had occafioned, and fecured 

the attachment of .the provinces by a fenfe of the eafe and the free- 
dom which his fuccefs had procured them. The fleets and armies 

5* .Csf. de Bell. Civ. lib, i. 55 Now Cadiz. 
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£ which joined him upon every conqueft he made, enabled him to 
ftation troops for the fecurity of every new acquifition, without 

dividing the forces on which he was to rely for the future operations 
of the war. He accordingly, in the prefent inftance, left, under the 
command of Quintus CaiEus, five legions, confiding chiefly of the 
troops which had been levied by Varro ; and he himfelf embarking 
on board a fleet which had been fitted out for his enemies, went by 
fea to Tarraco, now Tarragona, and from that place by land to 

Narboone and Marfeilles, 
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CHAP. VI. 

The Siege of Marfcilles continued.— —Its fur render. — r-*C afar named 

Ditlator. Return to Rome.— Mutiny at Placentia. Cafar 

with Servllius Ifauricus Confuls. Forces and Dtfpofition of Pom- 

pey.— Departure of Ccefar to Brundifium.—Tranfports the firft 
divifion of his army to Acrocer 'annus. Mejfage to Pompey, and 

their fever al Operations. The Lines of Dyrrachium. Cafar 

baffled in his attempt to invejl Pompey. Atlion and Defeat of 

Cafar. His Retreat.— -March of both Armies into Thcffaly. 

-Battle of Pharfalia. 

f 

THE city of Marfeilles had not furrendered to the forces which CHAP. 
Cxfar had left under the command of Trebonius and Decimus , J, 

Brutus to befiege it. Brutus, according to the difpofition which had 
been made to block up the place by fea, as well as by land, was 
Itationed under the ifland at the mouth of the bay. His fquadron 
confifted of twelve fhips, but fo haftily built, that no more than 
thirty days had elapfed from the felling of the timber to the launch- 
ing of the veiTels. They were manned, however, with the choice 
of Csefars legions ; and, in order to fruftrate any advantage which 
their antagonifts might have in the conftru&ion or management of 
their fhips, they were furniihed with contrivances to grapple and 
make faft their gunwales to thofe of the enemy, in order to decide 
the conteft with their fwords. 

The Marfeillians had equipped ten gallies, of which the greater 
number, though not all, were decked. Thefe they joined under 
the command of Domitius, who had been named by the Senate to 
fucceed Ccefar in Gaul, with the feven fliips which this officer had 
brought into their harbour-; and having manned them with mariners 

from 
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from the neighbouring coafts, they came abroad into the bay, in 

order to force Brutus from his ftation, and to open their communis 
cation "with the Tea, In the beginning of the a&ion, the Marfeillians- 
being fuperior to Csefar s fleet in- the- number of their Ihips, and in the 
ikili of their mariners,: had' a considerable advantage. But as foon as 
they fullered themfelves to be entangled by the grapple, the Gaulifli 
failors, though of a very Hardy race r could not withftand the arms 

and difcipline of the legionary foldiers,. and were defeated with the 

lofs of nine of their fhips. 

This was the vi&ory already mentioned', and which contributed 
fo much to the reputation of Csefar's arms, while he lay before 
Ilerda ; and which, joined to the other circumftanaes of his good 
fortune^ procured him the alliance of fo many nations- in Spain. 

While Brutus thus kept his ftation in the bay of Marfeilles, Tre- 
feonius pra&ifed all the ufual methods of attack to reduce the city. 
This place being covered on three fides by water,, and on the fourth 
only acceflible by an iflhmus or neck of land, which was defended by 
walls and towers of a great height ; he opened two feparate attacks, 
probably on the right and the left of the ifthmus, and at each of thefe 
attacks, appears to have employed the Hoping mound or terrace V 
which, in the fieges of the ancients, where the defence depended on 
the height of the battlements, correfponded to the fap of the moderns, 

and was calculated to conduct the befiegers, by a gradual afcent, to 

the top, as the other conduds them to the foot of the walls. This 

work was Supported on the fides chiefly with timber, and built up 

with fafcines, hurdles,, and earth, rifing in the prefent cafe to an ele- 
vation of eighty, feet, and in breadth, as was formerly obferved in 
that employed againft the Bituriges x , probably no lefs than three 
hundred and fifty feet, fo as to receive a proper column of infantry 
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in front, and to embrace a proper extent in the walls. The work- c ^ A p - 
men employed in the front of this laborious approach were covered < a 
with fkreens, mantlets, and penthoufes of great length ; and fuch 
was the confumption of timber in the conftrucYion of the whole, that 
the neighbouring country is faid to have been cleared of its woods. 

A mere trading city, long difufed to war, or accuftomed to rely 
on foreign protection, we may fuppofe to hare been ill provided, 
either in the ftate of its arfenals, or in the ipirit of its citizens, for 
fuch an attack. But this little republic, ftill bearing the character of 

A 

an independent ftate, being in the neighbourhood of mountains in- 
habited by fierce nations, who looked upon its wealth as a tempting 
prize, and owing its fafety to the ftrength cf its walls, and the ftate 
of its arfenals, was ftill fuitably provided for its own defence ; and 
the People, although long inured to peace, ftill kept in mind the 
duties which the neceflities of war might oblige them to render to 
their country. They were now fupported by the prefence of the 

Roman Proconful, and had hopes of a fpeedy relief from Pompey, 

whom, in oppofition to Cajfar, who was in rebellion againft the legal 
government of his country, they confidered as head of the common- 
wealth. They accordingly exerted great perfeverance and valour in 
defence of their walls ; and by a continual difcharge from the battle- 
ments, and by frequent fallies, in which they fet fire to the works of 
the hefiegers, greatly retarded the progrefs of the fiege. They had 
engines of a peculiar force, from which they darted arrows of a mon- 
ftrous fize and weight, being beams twelve feet long, and propor- 
tionally thick, and pointed with iron, which none of the fcreens of 
coverings, ufually employed in making approaches, could refift ; and 

Trebonius was accordingly obliged to proportion the ftrength of his 

■ 

timbers and penthoufes, and the thicknefs of his parapets, fafcines, 
and earth on his terrace, to the weight of thefe enormous 
weapons. 
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While fuch efforts were made on both fides at this memorable fiege, 
Pompey had detached Nafidius with fixteen gallies from the coaft of 
Macedonia to endeavour the relief of Marfeiiles. This fquadron 
had entered the frraits of Meffina by furprife, and, having cut out of 

the harbour a fliip which belonged to Curio's fleet, proceeded on 
their deftination to the coaft of Gaul. Being arrived in the bay of 
Tauroentum, now la Ciotat, in the neighbourhood of Toulon, they 
fent intimation of their coming, in order to concert operations with 
thofe in the harbour of Marfeiiles. 

The befieged were greatly animated with thefe hopes of relief ; 
and having already drawn from their docks as many fhips as fupplied 
the place of thofe they had loft in the late engagement, they now 
m an n ed them with the choice of their citizens, and determined once 
more to try their fortune at fea. "When this fleet was about to de- 
part, numbers of women and many citizens, who, on account of 
their age, could not take part in the fervice, crowded to the more, 
and with tears exhorted the foldiers and mariners to be mindful of 
their own and their country's honour, on the eve of becoming a prey 
to their enemies. Multitudes of people, at the fame time, drew 
forth in proceflion,* and crowded to the temples with prayers and 
Amplications for the fuccefs cf this laft effort they were to make in 
defence of their commonwealtL 

This buftle in the ftreets of Marfeiiles, with the motion of the 
{hipping in the harbour, being obferved from the camp of Trebo- 
nius, which was fituated upon a height, and which had a view into 
the town, gave fufficient intimation of what was intended ; and Brutus 
was warned to be upon his guard: but the Marfeillians, having found 
a favourable wind, had the good fortune to clear the bay, and, with- 
out any interruption from his fquadron, joined Nafidius at Tau- 
roentum. Here an action foon after enfued, in which the Mar- 
feiliians made great efforts of valour j but were ill fupported by Na- 

l fidius, 
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fidius, who, unworthy of the' command with which he had been 
intruded, withdrew at the beginning of the action, and fled to the 
coaft of Spain. The Marfeillians, being left to fuftain the conteft alone, 
loft nine of their Ihips, of which five were funk, and four were 
taken. 

Thefe tidings were received at Marfeilles with inexpreflible for- 
row; but did not alter the refolution of the inhabitants to perfevere 
in their defence, and in the ufe of every poffible method that could 
be employed to protract the fiege, and to give Pompey time to devife 
more effectual means for their fafety. They accordingly, with great 
vigour and fuccefs, counteracted the ordinary operations of the fiege, 

burning and demoiUhing a confiderable part of the works which were 

raifed up againft them, and obliging the befiegers frequently to renew 
their labours. 

The firft attack, againft which the befiegers were not able to find 

an adequate defence, came from a work which had not been a part 

in the original plan of the fiege, but had been devifed by the fol- 
diers who had fucceeded • each other on the guard of the agger, or 

mound of approach, as a lodgment or cover to fecure themfelves 
from furprife. It was at firft no more than a fquare of ten yards, 
inclofed with a brick wall five feet thick ; but fo fituated, that if it 
were raifed to a proper height, it might cope with the battlements, 
and greatly annoy the befieged. To give it this confeqnence, mafons 
were employed to raife it, and great efforts of ingenuity were made to 
protect them in their work. A moveable penthoufe, of great thick- 
nefs in the roof, and fcreened on the front and fides with net-work 
made of cables, or the ftrongeft ropes, was raifed on beams or 
rafters of a proportional ftrength, and contrived to be hoifted up by 
machinery, to keep pace with the building, and to cover the work- 
men as they rofe on the fucceffive courfes of raafonry which they 
laid. With thefe precautions, a tower was gradually raifed on the 
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foundation of the original 



furaUhed with oorts or embrafures 



befiegers, 



ace 



by means of their miffiles, the command of all the 
mce to the ramparts. They accordingly, under the 
cover of engines, that made a continual ducharge from this tower, 

filled up the ditch, and puflied up a gallery to the foot of the wall. 
In this pofition, notwithftanding all the efforts of the befieged, by a 
continual difcharge of heavy ftones from the battlements, to deftroy 
or overwhelm the fupports of their gallery, they undermined the 



foundation of the rampart, and brought 
ground. 

The inhabrtants, greatly alarmed at i 
might loon be enlarged to admit of 
fignals of truce, and fent to befeech T 

his operations, and wait for the 



clemency they hoped to find fome protection againft the fury of troops 



w 



in 



already threatened the inhabitants 



laffacre. 



Trebonius, accordingly, 
inftruc^ons he had received 

in cafe it fell into his hands, 

operations, and fuppofing tl 

offer of furrender on their r 



torn 



intreaties 



Catfar. 



were proportionally remifs in their duty. The citizens, tempted by 



opportunity 



diftani 



made a vigorous fallv from the 



high wind* which blew dire&ly on the works 
the whole on fire, and reduced to aihes, in & 
been the labour of many months to ere&. 
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As Trebonius had already exhaufted the grfeater part of the mate- c 

rials which the country around him could furnifh, ft appeared difficult 
for him to refume the attack. But he himfelf, as well as the troops 
under his command, being greatly exafperated by the late breach of 
faith in the town^ made every effort of ingenuity and Courage to re- 
pair their loiTes. They fubftituted brick work for timber in fupport- 
ing the fides and galleries of their terrace 5 and . advanced with fo 
rapid a progrefs in their new approach, that the befieged, now 
greatly fpent with toil, and difappointed hi their hopes of relief,-, 
were ftruck with frefh and more alarming apprehenfions of what; they. 

might expect from the refentment of troops whom they had incenfed 

with a recent and juft provocation ; and they returned to their fuit 
for mercy, with more humble and more fmcere intentions of fab- 
nuflionv. 

While meflages were palling to this effect, Domitius Ahenobarbus,-. 

fenfible that he could no longer ferve the caufe of' hrs party at this ■ 
place, embarked with his attendants and friends on board of three 
galleys which ftill waited his orders in the harbour. Having the 
opportunity of a high and favourable wind, which made it unfafe for 
the fquadron of Brutus to weigh, or to quit their anchors in purfuit 
of him, he endeavoured to eicape from the bay. . In this attempt 
two of his veiTels were taken, the third,, with himfelf on board, got 
off, and referred him to take that mare which yet remained for him 
in the growing misfortunes of his party throughout this difaftrous 
war. 

Such was the ftate of affairs when Cxfar arrived from Spain, and 
expecting, in the- preient conteft for empire, to profit as much by 
the reputation of his clemency, as by the terror of his arms, liftened ' 
to the fuppfications of the people of Marfeilles, and took pofleflion of 
the town without any act of refentment or feverity whatever. While - 

he was yet at this place, he had accounts from Rome, that his party 
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in the city had procured an ad of the People to veft'him with the 

power of Di&ator. The ceremony of his nomination had, in the 

abfence of both Confute, been performed by Marcus iEmilius Lepi- 

dus, then Praetor in office, who, though a perfon of mean capacity, 
was, by the chance of his fituation, invoked in many of the greateft 

afiairs that followed; and, though but a fingle accomplice in the 

crimes of this guilty age, efcaped its violences, to become almoft the 
only example of an ignominy and difgrace, which fo many others 
had merited no lefs than himfelf. 

Csefar, being thus raifed, though by an irregular ftep, to a legal 
place in the commonwealth, haftened to Rome, in order to beinvefted, 

for the firft time, with the chara&er of Dictator. In his way he was 
flopped at Placentiaby fome diforders which threatened a mutiny 
among the troops who were aiTembled at that place. The legions, 
elated by vi&ory, and filled with a fenfe of their own importance in 
a conteft for the fovereignty of the empire, were become impatient of 
difcipline, and in hafte to avail themfelves of that military govern- 
ment they were employed to eftablifh. In entering Italy they treated 

Roman citizens as their fubje&s, and the country as their property. 
Being reftrained, they refented the feverities which were pra&ifed 
againft them, entered into cabals, and even talked of abandoning 
Cslar, and of declaring for Pompey. Here, however, the ufual 
courage and ability of this Angular man fupported him. He brought 
the mutinous troops, under arms, before him, and put them in mind 
how much he had ever coveted, and been anxious to obtain the af- 
fections of the foldiers ; but allured them, that it was no part of his 

intention to earn thofe affeclions by making himfelf an accomplice 
in their crimes. " Shall we," he faid, " who profefs to be the de- 
" liverers of our country from oppreffion, become ourfelves the 
" greateft oppreffors ? Shall I, who am intrufted with the command 

tt of a Roman army, become the patron of licentioufnefs, and, in 

" order 
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11 order to "indulge for a moment the paffions of my foldiers, fuffer c 
" them to ruin their own fortunes for ever ? What mould induce 
" me ? — The fear of violence to my perfon, or the danger to which 
" my life may be expofed ? — If my life were attacked, there are enow 
« to defend it. But what is life compared to the honour of a Ro- 
<l man officer, which I am concerned to maintain r" There are perfons 

" who have faid, That they will defert my caufe, and go over to 

u Pompey. Let them. They fhall foon have an opportunity to do 
w fo. If Pompey be my enemy, what is there I fhould more ear- 
" neftly .wiih than to find his caufe entrufted with fuch men ? men 
" who make war on their friends, and difobey their officers. He 

" had been flow," he faid, " in proceeding to the fatal extremes which 
l * were now become neceffary. The guilty," he continued, " had 

" been long known to him ; but he had endeavoured to conceal their 
41 offences, in hopes that remorfe and fhame, or the fear of juftice, 
" would have made the a&ual application of punilhment unneceffary ; 
" but that he muft now, though with the greateft reluctance, pro- 

K ceed to the laft of remedies." 

In order that he might not involve the whole of thofe who were 
prefent in the fame defperate caufe, he affe&ed, in this harangue, to 
treat the offence he was to punifh as the crime of a few. They were 
now to be fet apart, he faid, and their punifhment mould purge the 
army, and retrieve its honour. In purfuance of this plan, he affected 
to believe, that the ninth legion were the principal authors of this 
mutiny. He ordered a few of them for immediate execution, and 
boldly difmiffed the whole of the legion from his fervice. The re- - 
mainder of the army, having thus obtained an implied exculpation, 
in token of their own innocence, vied with each other in applauding 

the juftice of their general. Even the legion, which was difmiffed from 

the fervice, detefting, as a puniihment on themfelves, what they had 

threatened to execute as an aft of refentment againft their commander, 

befet 
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BOOK, befet him with humble and earned intreaties, that he might be pleafcd 

to receive them again into his fervice. He affe&ed great difficulty in 
granting this requeft; but, after much felicitation, fuffered himfclf 
to be gained by their profeflions of penitence *. 

With a confiderable acceffion of authority, acquired by his fuccefs 
in quelling this mutiny, Csefar proceeded to Rome, where he affumed 
-the title and enfigns of Dictator; being the firft example of any 

perfon, fincc the abdication of Sylla, intrufted with this alarming 

power. It was faid to be conferred upon him, however, merely 
in compliance with form ; and that there might be a proper of- 
ficer, in the abfence of both the Confuls, to prefide at the elections. 
His own objed, at the fame time, being to gain to his party 
the authority of legal government, and, in his conduct, to give 

proofs of clemency and moderation, without any intention, for the 

prefent, to perpetuate or even to exe.*cife any of the high powers of 

Dictator, he proceeded to hold the elections, and was himfelf, to- 
gether with Servilius Kauricus, chofen Conful for the following year. 
In the interval that followed, before their inftallation, he continued 

to affemble the People in the character of Dictator, and obtained 
fome laws refpecting the times, and the diffracted Rate of the public 

affairs. Credit and trade were at an alarming (land ; he procured an 

act to facilitate the recovery of debts, by delivering the effects of the 
debtor to be divided among his creditors, upon an eflimate of what 
the different fubj ecfe might have been fold for at the time that the 

broke out. 

Many being fuppofed to hoard great fums . of money, as the only 

i 

means of preferring it from the violence of the times, or being un- 
willing to lend on fuch fecurities as were then to be had, Cxfar 

* Dio.CalT. lib. xli. c. 27-35. Appian. dc Bello Civ. lib. ii. p. 54.7. Suetan. in Cxf. 
69. Lacan. lib. v. 244. 
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procured another act, by which any perfoa was forbid to have in 
his poffeffion, at once, above fixty thoufand Roman money 

He obtained a general act of indemnity, from which Milo alone 
was excepted, reftoring perfons of every denomination, who, at the 
breaking out of the war, lay under the cenfure of the law, and were 
in exile for corrupt practices in the State ; and, in purfuance of this 
meafure, procured a pardon for all the difbrders which had been 
committed in oppofition to the late government ; but for none of the 
irregular efforts that had been made in fupport of it. .He opened the 
city at once to all the inhabitants of the Cifalpine Gaul, and by a 
fingle vote gave them a title to be enrolled with the People of Rome 
as members of the republic \ In thefe, and in other affairs of Iefs 
moment, while his troops were in motion through Ifaly, he employed 
a few days in the city, and being ready to depart, refigned the power 
of Dictator. This refignation, made by a perfon poffeffed of a mi- 
litary force, and hitherto victorious, was confidered as an evidence 
of his moderation, and ferved to difpel the fears of thofe who expected 
to fee the immediate eftablifliment of a military government. He 
was now about to aflume the office of legal magiftrate, and to appear 
in the character of Roman Conful againft. thofe who, lately trufting 
to the name and authority of the republic with which they were 
vefted, had treated himfelf and his adherents as rebels; but who now, 
in their turn, might appear to incur all the difadvantages of that im- 
putation which he was about to retort upon them ; and with the ad- 
ditional charge of an attempt to difmember the empire, and to arm 
fo many of the provinces againft the fovereignty of the State. , 

The competitors in this famous conteft were in or but a little 
paft the prime of life : Pompey was fifty-feven, and Cajfar fifty; 
The firft had been early diftinguifhed a* an officer, and for many 

5 About 500I, • Dio. Caff. lib. xli. C. 36, 37, 38, C»f. dc Ball. Civ. lib. iiL 
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years had enjoyed a degree of confi deration, with which that of 
any other Roman citizen was not allowed to "compare. His re- 
putation, however, in fbrne meafure, had funk, and that of Caefer rofe 
on the firft: lhocks of the prefent war ; but the balance was not yet 
abfolutely fettled, and the minds of many were held in anxious fuf- 
pence. : Csefar, wherever he a&ed in perfon, had always prevailed ; 
but where he was not prefent, his affairs wore a lefs promifing 

* 

afpedt 

* 

His forces under Curio had acquired an eafy poffeflion of Sicily; and 
this officer, encouraged by his firft fuccefs, tranfported two legions 
into Africa, found Varus encamped near Utica, obliged him to 
retire into the town, and was preparing to befiege it, when he re- 
ceived intelligence that Juba, king of Numidia, was advancing to its 
relief with all the powers of his kingdom. This prince had been in- 
duced to take part in the war by his attachment to Pompey, and by 

his perfonal anirnofity to Curio, who, in his Tribunate, .had moved 
for an a£r. to deprive him of his kingdom. 

Curio, upon this intelligence, wifely withdrew from TJtfca to a 
ftroag poft in the neighbourhood, and fent orders into Sicily to 

haften the junction of the troops he had left behind him in that 

ifland. While he waited their coming, fome Numidian deferters 

arrived at his camp, and- brought accounts that Juba, with the main 
body of his army, had been recalled to defend his 'own "dominion's ; 
and "that only Sabiira, one of his generals, with a fmall divifion, was 
come to give what fupport he could to the party of Pompey in 

Africa. • 

Upon this information, Curio formed a defign to intercept the 
Numidian general before he could be joined by Varus ; and for this 
purpofe, leaving a guard in his camp, he marched in the night to 
attack the enemy, where he was informed that they lay on the banks. 

of the Bagrada. His cavalry "being advanced^ fell in with the- Numi- 

dia& 
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tffian horfe, and put them to flight. Encouraged by this advantage, 

a ■ to » 

he haftened his . march to complete the Victory; and Sabura, by 
whofe art the laft iatelligence had been conveyed to him, likewife, 
after a little refiftance, fled before him. By this means, Curio was 
gradually, infnared into the midft of Juba's forces, was furrounded, - 
and. attacked on every fide. He attempted, in vain, to take refuge 
on a height which he had in view, and, with the greater part of 
his army, was put : to the fword. The few who efcaped, with thofc 
who had been left in the camp, endeavoured to find a pafTage into 
Sicily, and, being difappointed, furrendered themfelves to Varus, 
by whom. they were treated with clemency; but being obferved, and 
diftinguifhed by Juba, who arrived at U tic a on "the following day, 
were claimed as his captives, and put to death. 

About the fame time, Dolabella, to whom Caefar had given the 
command both of his fea and land forces on the coaft of Illyricum, 
was, by Marcus Oclavius and Scribonius Libo, expelled from thence; 
and Caius Antonius, attempting to fupport Dolabella, was fhut up in 
a fmall ifland, and, with his party, made prifoners 7 . 

The principal ftorm, however, with which the new government 

was threatened, appeared on the fide of Macedonia. In this coun- 
try, Pompey himfelf was now at the head of a great force. He had 
tranfported five legions from Italy ; and, fince the middle of March, 
when liis laft divifion failed from Brundifium, he had been in the 
quiet pofleflion of Greece, Macedonia, and all the eaftem part of the 
empire. He had fent his father-in-law, Cornelius Scipio Metellus, 

into the provinces of Afia and Syria, to colled the forces' and the re- 

* 

venues of thofe opulent countries ; and difpatched his own fon Cneius 
with inftru&ions to affemble all the flapping that could be found on 
that coaft. He likewife fent. general orders to all the Roman officers 

7 Dio, Caff. lib. xli. c. 41 & 42. 
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in different parts of the empire, and to the allies or dependants 
of the Roman People, to join him with every power they could 

raile. Seven thouiand citizens of rank had followed him from Italy \ 

Numbers of veterans, who had been fettled in Theflaly, repaired to 

■ 

his ftandard. He was joined by one legion from Sicily, another 
from Crete, and two from Alia. He had two legions under Scipio 

in Syria, had affembled three thouiand archers, and as many dingers; 
hid hired, in the neighbourhood of Macedonia, two thoufand foot 
anc feven thouiand cavalry. Dejotarus fent him fix hundred horfej 
Ar'^h-rzanes five hundred; Cotus, a Thracian prince, five hundred; 
the Macedonians furnifhed two hundred ; five hundred, being the 
remains of Gabinius's army, had joined him ; his fon brought eight 
hundred from his own eftates ; Tarcundarius three hundred ; Anti- 
ochus Comma genes two hundred : amounting to fifty^five thoufand 
legionary troops, eight thouiand irregular infantry, and ten thoufand 
fix hundred horfe. In all feventy-three thoufand fix hundred \ 

He had likewife affembled a numerous fleet 5 one fquadron from 
Egypt, of which he gave the command to his fon Sextus ; another 
from Alia, under Lelius and Triarius ; one from Syria, under Caius 

CalEus ; that of Rhodes, under Caius Marcellus and Coponius ; that 

of Achaia and Libumia, under Scribonius Libo and M. O&avius : 
the whole amounting to above eight hundred galleys, of which Bi- 
bulus had the chief command, with orders to guard the paflage from 
Italy to Greece, and to obftruft the communications of the enemy by 

the Ionian Sea* 

Pompey had likewife formed large magazines of corn from Thef- 

faly, Afia, Egypt, Crete, and Cyrene. 'Hie principal refort of his 
land forces was at Berrhcea, on the fertile plains between the Axius 
and Haliacmon, that run into the bay of Therms- The Roman Senate 
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waa reprefented at Theflalonica by two hundred of that body, who, 

together with the two Confuls, held their aflemblieg, and aflumed all 
the functions of the Roman State. The Roman People were like- 
wife reprefented by the concourfe of refpectable citizens, whore- 
paired to the army, ov to this place £ But though fo many mem- 
bers of the government, thus violently expelled from Rome, con- 
fidered themfelves as the real conftituents of the commonwealth, they 

fuffered the ufual time of elections to elapfe, and did not attempt to 

preferve in their retreat the fuccelfion of officers, in oppofition to the 
elections that were made at Rome. Claudius Marcellus and L. Cor- 
nelius Lentulus, at the expiration of their year in office, took the 

feveral commands allotted to themj as ufual,. under the title of Pro- 
conful. 

The general had been extremely active in forming, as well as in 
aflembling this powerful armament. He intended, early in the fpring, , 

to take poffeffion of Dyrrachium, Apollonia^ and the other towns 

on the coaft, probably with a view to fall upon Italy, with a weight 
which now appeared Sufficient to enfure the high reputation as a 

commander^ which his fucceifeS) on other occafions, had procured 

him, 

* 

Cas&r, on his part, had drawn all his army to the coaft in the 

neighbourhood of Brundifium j but it was not likely that he would ' 

attempt to pafs a fea which was commanded by the enemy's fleet, or 
venture upon a coaft. where he had not a fingle port, and in the face 

of a fuperior army,, now completely formed and appointed, under the 
command of an officer, whom no man was ever fuppofed to excel. . 
The formality of entering on the. office of Conful, to which he had 
been elected,, it was fuppofed, might detain him at Rome till after 
the firft of January j and Pompey accordingly made no hafte in 

■ 

» Dio. Caff. lib. xli. c. 43. 

taking 
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taking his intended Rations on the coaft of Epirus, from which he 
might either ad on the defenfive, or invade Italy as the occafion might 

require", 

It was difficult, however, to forefee what fuch an enemy as Caefar 

f 

might attempt. Having ftaid no moTethan eleven days at Rome, 
while he acted in the character of Dictator, and obtained his election 
as Conful, without waiting for his admifiion into office, he fet out in 
December for Brundifium. At this place twelve legions and all his 
•cavalry were already, by his order, afiembled. He found the num- 
bers of his army confiderably impaired by difeafe, being come from 
the more healthy climates of Spain and Gaul to pafs the fickly feafon 
of autumn in Apulia. In any other hands than his own, an army fo 
reduced would have fcarcely been fit for the defence of Italy againft 
fiich forces as were aflembled to invade it ; and his march to Brun- 
difium would have appeared altogether a defenfive meafure, and 
intended to counteract the operations of 1 his enemy from beyond the 
feas. The feafon too appeared extremely unfavourable to any hoftile 
attempts on Greece. Csefar, however, had determined to prevent 

1 

the defigns of his enemy, and to keep him involved in all the difad- 
vantages of a defenfive war. 

■No more tranfports were collected in the harbour of Brundifium 
than were fufficient to receive about twenty thoufand foot and fix 
hundred horfe. Gefar, neverthelefs, immediately on his arrival, in- 
formed the troops of his intentions to embark, and of his refolution 
to fix the fcene of the war in Greece. He cautioned them not to 
occupy tranfports with unneceffary baggage and horfes, and "exhorted 
them to rely on the confequences of victory, and on his own 'gene- 
rofity, for a full reparation of any lofs they might fuftain by leaving 
their effe&s behind them. He embarked feven legions in the firft 
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clivifion, and with thefc he himfelf failed on the fourth of February. 

He turned from the ufual courfe, and fleering unobferved to the 
right, arrived next day, where the enemy, if they had really been c Julius 5 
apprifed -of hisembarkation, were lcaft likely to exped him, on what p^ iliu 
was reputed a very dangerous part of the coaft, under a high .and Ifau "'cus. 

rocky promontory,- that was called the Acrofcraunus. 

As . foon as the fleet . had come to an anchor^ Cxfar having 
Vibultius. Rufus* one of Pompey's officers who was taken in Spain, 
till now detained as a prilbner, he difmified- him with a meflage 
to his general in the following terms : " That both parties had already 
" carried their obftinacy too far, and might learn, from experience 
" to diftruft their fortunes ; that the one had been expelled from 
" Italy, had loll Sicily, Sardinia,, and. Spain, with one hundred and 
" thirty cohorts (or thirteen legions)/ 0 ; that the other had fuflained 
" the lofs of an army in Africa, cut off with its general and had 
" fuffered no lefs by the difafters of his party in Illyricum ; that their 
" mutual ; difappointments might inftruft them how little they could 
" rely on the events of war ;-that. it was time to confult their own 
tt fafety, and to fparc the republic ; that it was prudent to treat of 
peace while the fortunes and the hopes of berth were nearly equal; 
if that time were allowed to elapfe, and either mould obtain a 

diftinguiihed advantage, who could anfwer, that the victor would 

be equally tradable as both were at prefent ? • 
" But fmce all, former endeavours to procure a conference, or to 
" bring on a f treaty between the leaders themfelves, had failed, he 
M propofed, that all their differences mould now be referred to the 
" Senate and People ; that, in the mean time, each of them mould 
" folemnly fwear, at the head of their refpective armies, Thar* 

# | 

11 in three days, they fhould difband all their forces, in order that, 
" being difarmed, they might feverally be under a neceffity to fubmit 
" to the legal government of their country; that he himfelf, to remove 

" The armies of Afranius, PctreitK, and Varro,&c. 11 The army of Curio and C.Antonius.. 

& "alt 
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" all difficulties on the part of Pompey, fhould begin with dif- 
" nufiing all the troops that were under his command, whether in 
a garrifon or in the field l \ n 

It appears that Csefar, if thefe declarations had been accepted, 
might have been fomewhat embarrafled for evafions; but equally bold 
in all his meafures, he rifked this event, or rather forefaw it could not 
happen, as he was fure that this offer of peace, like the former, would 
be rejected; and the rather, that it would be confidered as an efled of 
his weaknels, and of the danger into which he had fallen by his rafh 
debarkation with fo fmall a force. At any rate, there is no doubt that 
his meffage was intended, in the ufual ftrain of his policy, to amufe 
his enemy, or to remove the blame of the war from himfelf. As he 
ufually accompanied fuch overtures of peace with the moft rapid 
movements and the boldeft refolutions, the moment Vibullius fet 
out, he difembarked his troops, and in the night difpatched the 
tranfports on their return to Brundifium to bring the remainder of his 

# 

.army. 

His landing on the coaft was the firft intimation received by the 
enemy of his intention to pafs a fea, which they fuppofed fufficiently 

guarded by their fleets, and of his purpofe to carry the war into a 
country, in which they thought themfelves fecure by the fuperiority 
of their numbers, and of their other refources. Bibulus, upon this 
alarm, put to fea, and came in time to intercept about thirty of the 
empty tranfports on their return to Italy. Thefe he burnt ; and, 
fenfible of his own remiflhefs in fuSering fo great a body of the 
enemy to pafs, he diftributed his fhips along the coaft, and deter- 
mined, for the future, to keep the fea in the face of every difficulty, 
and under every diftrefs. 

In the mean time, Czfar marched dire&ly to Oricum, where Lucius 
Torquatus, on the part of Pompey, was pofted, with orders to de- 
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fend himfelf to the laft extremity. But Csefar, as foon as he appeared 
in the character of Roman Conful, preceded by the enfigns of office, 
prevailed on the garrifon to defert their commander, and to furrender 

the place.. - Without Hopping here,., he proceeded to. Apollonia, was 

received, in .the iame . manner by the inhabitants, in oppofition 
to j the s officer /who commanded for Pompey., In confequence of 
thefe examples he was acknowledged by all the towns of Epirus, and 

continued his march with the greateft difpatch towards Dyrrachium, 

where .Pompey had collected his ftores, and formed his principal 

t magazines. By his unexpected arrival he had hopes of being able 

to furprife that important place, and to make himfelf mailer of it, 

t t 

before a fufficient force could be affcmbled to cover it. 

Pompey, in execution of the plan he had formed, was on his 
march from Macedonia towards the coaft of Epirus, when he was 
met by Vibullius, and received from him the firft intelligence of 
Csefars landing. He was not amufed with the meffage which this 
officer brought him, nor did he attempt to retort the artifice, by af- 
fe&ing to be deceived. He even exprefled himfelf in terms harm 
and impolitic, " That he neither cliofe to return to his country, nor 
" to hold his life by the conceffion of Cxfar and, without return- 
ing any anfwer, detached fome parties towards the coaft where the 
enemy was landed, with orders to lay wafte the country, break 

down bridges, deftroy the woods, and block up the high ways with 
the timber they felled ,3 . He fent exprefles to Scipio, with an ac- 
count of Caefar's arrival in Epirus, and with orders to haften Iiis 
pailage into Europe, with all the forces he had been able to aflemble 

in Afia. He himfelf advanced with great diligence ; and being in- 
formed on the march, that Oricuin and Apollonia had already fallen 
into the enemy's hands, he haftened to fave his magazines and ftores 
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at Dyrrachium, and without flopping, night or day, marched in fuch 
difcrder, that many deferted as from a caufe already ruined or de- 
fperateu Ke arrived, however, in time to prevent the defigns of 
Csefar on Dyrrachium 5 encamped under the walls, fent a fquadron 
of {hips immediately to retake or block up the harbour at Oricum, 
and ordered fuch a difpofition of the fleet as was rhoft likely to pre- 
vent the paffage of a fecond embarkation from Italy. 

Cadar, finding himfelf prevented at Dyrrachium, halted on the 

Apfus ; and, in order to cover Epirus and wait for the fecond divifion 

of his troops from Italy, prepared to intrench himfelf on the banks 

of that river. Having accordingly fecured the main body of his 
army in this poft, he himfelf returned with a frngle legion to receive 

the fubmiflion of the towns in his rear, and to provide for the fupply 

of his camp. 

In the mean time Bibulus, on the part of Pompey, blocked up 
the harbour at Oricum, and commanded the paffage from Italy with 

his fleet. 

Calenus, on the part of Cxfar, who had orders to lofe no oppor- 
tunity of tranfportir.g his army from Brundifium, a&ually embarked 
and put to iea ; but being met by a packet from Csefar, with intel- 
ligence of the dilpcntions which had been made by the enemy to 
intercept him, he returned, fullering one of the vtffels that had ac- 
companied his fleet to keep on her way, in order to carry an account 
of his motions ; but fhe was taken by the enemy and deftroyed. 

Bibulus, who commanded the fleet which lay before Oricum, being 
precluded from the land by the parties which Csefar had polled 
along the more, forced to bring his daily fupplies of wood, water, 
and other neceffaries at a great difadvantage from Corcyra, and 
reduced to great dulrefs, endeavoured, under pretence of a nego- 
tiation, to obtain a ceflation of arms. But Cxfar, who came in 

perfon to Oricum, on hearing of this proportion, fuppofing that t;-e 

defi^n 
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defign of Bibulus was to find an opportunity, under cover of the C 
truce, to procure fome fupply of provifions and water, rejected the 
offer, and returned to his camp on the Apfus. 

Porapey had advanced from Dyrrachium, and took poft. on the 
oppofite bank of that river. Dion Caffius and Appian agree that he 
made fome attempt to pais the Apfus, and to force Csfar in this poft; 
but that he was prevented by the breaking of a bridge, or by the 
difficulties of a ford. According to Caefar* s own account, the armies 
continued to obferve each other, and the troops, feparated only by a 
narrow river, had frequent conferences from the oppofite banks. It 
was underftood that in thefe interviews no hoftilities Ihould be offered. 
Of the two parties, that of Cxkx was the more engaging to foldiers ; 
notwitbftanding his own affectation of regard to the civil conftitution 

of the republic, his military retainers ftill hoped to remain in pof- 

feffion of the government. He therefore encouraged the communi- 
cation of his men with thofe of the oppofite party. Ou this occafiorj 
Vatinius, by his direction, went forward to the bank of the river, 
and railing hi* voice, complained of the harm treatment lately of- 
fered to Cxfar, in the contempt mewn to all his overtures and advances 
to peace. May not one citizen, he faid, fend a meffage to another, 
when he means only to prevent the fhedding of innocent blood I 
He proceeded to lament the fate of fo many brave men as were 
likely to perifh in this quarrel j and was liftened to with profound 
filcnce by many of both armies, who crowded to the place. 

Thefc remonftrances on the part of Cxfar, delivered by an officer 
of high rank, and appearing to make fo deep an impreflion on both 
armies, when reported at Pompey's quarters, feemed to be too 
ferious to be flighted. An anfwer, therefore, was given by the 
direction of Pompey, that on the following day A. Varo fliould be 
fent to any place that fliould be agreed upon as fafe between the two 
armies, and there receive the propofitions that mould be made to 

3 M 2 him* 
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him. The parties accordingly met at a place appointed, and multi- 
tudes from both armies crowded around them. Pompey confidering 
the whole as an artifice to gain time, or to find an opportunity to 
debauch his men, probably gave iriftru£ttons to break up the con- 
ference, in a way that for the future fhould keep the troops at a 
greater diftance from each other. - Soon after the officers met, fome 
darts, probably by his directions, were thrown from the crowd. 
Both fides being alarmed by this circumftance, they inftantly parted, 

and withdrew under a fhower ;o'f -miffiles, in which numbers were 
wounded. 

The fate of the war feemed to depend on the vigilance of the fleet, 
and on the difficulties with which Csefar had to contend in bringing 
any reinforcements or fupplies from Italy, Bibulus, from the effect 
of fatigue, was taken dangeroufly ill ; but could not, upon any ac- 
count, be perfuaded to leave his ftation, and died on mipboard. There 
being nobody appuiuicd to fucceed him iu the command at fea, the 
leader of each of the feparate fquadrons acted for himfelf without 
any concert. Scribonius Libo, with fifty galleys, fet fail from the 
coaft of Epirus, fleered towards Brundifium, where he furprifed and 
burnt fome trading veffels, one in particular laden with corn for 
Cadar's camp. Encouraged by thefe fuccefTes, he anchored under 
the illand which covered the mouth of the harbour : from thence 

he kept the town in continual alarm, landed, in the night, parties of 
archers and flingers > with which he difperled or carried off the pa- 
troles which the enemy employed on the more ; and thus, matter of 
the port of Brundifium, expected fully to obftrud that outlet from 
Italy, and to awe the neighbouring coaft. To this purpofe he wrote 
to Pompey, that- the other divifions of the fleet might go into har- 
bour*; t that his fquadron alone, in the poft he had taken > was fufficient 
to cut off from Ca:far all reinforcements and further fupplies. But 
in this he prefumed too much on the firft effects of his own operations. 

a Antony, 
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Antony, who commanded the troops of Caefar in the town of Brun- 
difium, by placing numerous guards at every landing-place on the 
contiguous more, effectually excluded the fquadron of Libo from 1 
any fupply of wood or water, of which his mips, for want of ftowage, 
could not have at any one time a confiderable ftock ; and he reduced 
them to fuch diftrefs fur want of thefe articles, that they were 
obliged to abandon their ftation, and to leave the harbour again 
open to the fea. 

In the mean time, prefling orders arrived from Cscfar to haften the 
embarkation of the troops. Dion Caffius and Appian relate, that he 
himfelf being impatient of delay, embarked alone in difguife 
on board of a barge, with intention to pafs to Brundifium ; that, 
after he had been fome time at fea, the weather became fo bad, as to 
determine the matter of the veffel to put back ; but that being prevailed 
upon by the intreaties of Cajfar, he continued to ftruggle with the 
ftorm for many hours. They farther relate, that the mariners being 
likely to faint, the pafTenger at l'aft difcovered himfelf, and encouraged 
them to perfift, by telling them that they carried Csefar and his for- . 
tunes ; that, neverthelefs, he was forced to give way, and afterwards 
intruded his orders to a mefTenger ; but that he returned to camp before 
it was' known that he had been abfent. He himfelf fays, that fome 
months being paft, and the winter far advanced, he ftifpecled that fome 
opportunities of effecting the paflage of his fecond divifion had beer* 
loft ; that he was become highly impatient, and wrote to haften the em- 
barkation ; informing his officers, that they might run afhore any 
where between Oricum and Apollonia ; as the enemy's fleet,, 
having no harbour in thofe parts, were frequently obliged, by ftrefe 
of weather, to depart from the coaft. 

Upon thefe orders, the troops with great ardour began to embark* 
They confifted of four legions and eight hundred horfe, under the 
command of Mark Antony and Caknus. The wind being at fouth, 

and 
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and no enemy appearing in the channel, they fet fail, and fleered for 
the coaft. of Epirus, but were drove to the northward j and on the fe- 
cond day patted Apollonia, and were difcovered by the enemy from 
Dyrrachium. As they were far to the leeward of that part of the coaft 
on -which Csfar had inftru&ed them to land ; and as it was vain for 
them with this wind to attempt getting to the fouthward, they chofe 
to give way at once, and fleer for fome convenient harbour north- 
ward of all Porapey's ftations. But in following this courfe, as they 
pafled by Dyrrachiuui they were inftantly chafed by Quintus Ca- 
po nius, who commanded Pompey's fquadron at that place, chiefly 
confuting of Rhodian galleys. The wind at firft was moderate, and 
Coponius expected eaftly to weather the head-lands that were to lee- 
ward of his poll ; and, though it rofe confiderably after he fet fail, 
he ftill continued to ftruggle againft it. As foon as Antony obferved 
this enemy, he crowded fail, and made for the neareft harbour ; being 
in the bay of Nympheus, about three miles beyond Liflus ,+ , on the 

coaft of Dalmatia. This bay opened to the fouth, and was very 

accefhble, though not fecure with the prefent wind. He chofe, 
however, to rilk the lofs of fome fhips, rather than fall into the 
enemy's hands; and made directly for this place. Soon after he 
entered the harbour the wind Ihifted to the fouth-weft, from which 

his fhips were now fufficiently covered, and he debarked without any 
lofs. At the fame time the. wind, in confequence of this change, 
blowing more directly on the land, and more violently, bore hard 
on Coponius, forced him upon the fhore, where the greater part of 
his galleys, being fixteen in number, were ftranded and wrecked. 

Such of Antony's tranfports as got fafe into the bay of Nympheus 
landed three veteran legions, with one of the new levies, and eight 
hundred horfe. Two of his tranfports, one with two hundred and 
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thirty of the new raifed troops; the other, with fomewhat lefs than c 
two hundred veterans, being heavy failors, fell aftern ; and it being 
night before they arrived, miftook their way, and, inftead of the bay 
of Nympheus, came to an anchor before Liflus. Ottaciiius Craflus, - 
who was ftationed with a body of horfe in that place to obferve the 

i 

coaft, manned fomc fmall boats, furrounded thefe tranfports, and 
offered the troops who were on board favourable terms if they would 
agree to furrender. Upon this fummons the new levies accordingly 
ftruck ; but the veterans ran their vcfTels afhore, and having landed, 
fought their way, with the lofs of a few men, to Nympheus, where 
they joined the main body of their army that was landed with 
Antony. 

The colony at Liflus had been fettled by Caefar, as a part of the 
province of Illyricum, and now appeared to favour his caufe ; Otta- 
ciiius therefore thought proper to withdraw with his garrifon; and 
Antony having ftationed fome of the tranfports at this place to enable 
Csefar to embark his army for Italy, if, as was reported, Pompey 
Ihould attempt to remove the fcene of the war into that country 5 and 

having fent the remainder back for the troops which were ftill left at 
Brundifium, he difpatched meflengers to Cxfar with the particulars 
of his voyage, and an account of the place at which he had landed. 

The fleet, with this divifion of the army under Antony, had been 
feen on the coaft, from the ftations both of Pompey and of Csefar,. 
fleering to the northward ; but it was not known for fome days what 
was become of them. Upon the arrival of the intelligence, that 
they had effected a landing to the northward, both parties determined, 
to move to that quarter. Pompey decamped in the night, and know- 
ing the route which Antony was likely to take, placed himfelf in his 
way, giving orders that the army, without lighting fires or founding 
their trumpets, fhould remain in profound filence. Antony, how- 
ever, having intelligence of this difpofition of the enemy, did not 
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advance. Cslar, in the mean time, to favour his jun&ion, was 
obliged to make a confiderable circuit, afcended on the banks of the 
river Apfus to a ford at which he paffed ; from thence continued his 
march to the northward, and feemed to advance on Pompey's right, 

while Antony remained in his front. In this fituation, Pompey, ap- 
prehending that he might be attacked on different fides at once by 
Cscfar and by Antony, thought proper to quit his ftation ; and leav- 
ing their armies to join, fell back to Afparagium, a ftrong poft about 
a day's march from Dyrrachium. 

Csefar having obtained this great reinforcement, was no longer 
fo anxious as he had hitherto been for the prefervation of his pof- 
feifions upon the coaft. His enemies, by the fuperiority of their 

fleets, could prevent his receiving any regular fupply of provifions 

from the fea. It was neceffary for him, therefore, in order that he 

might have fome other refource, and be in condition to act on the 

offenfive, to extend his quarters by land, and to cover fome trad of 
country from which he could fubfift his army. For this purpofe he 

removed from Oricum the legion that was Rationed at that place ; 

taking fuch precautions as were neceffary to fecure his (hipping in 
the port from any furprize by fea. He drew the greater part of the 

veffels on more, funk one in the mouth of the harbour, and placed 
another at anchor near it, mounted with a confiderable tower, and 
manned with a proper .force. Being thus fecured on the coaft, he 

fcnt numerous detachments in different directions : L. Caffius Lon- 

p 

ginus, with a legion of new levies, into Theflaly ; C. Calvifms Sa- 
binus, with five cohorts and a party of horfe, into iEtolia ; Cn, Do- 
mitius Calvinus, with two legions, the eleventh and twelfth, into 
•Macedonia; giving ftrict charge to each of thefe officers, that they 
fhould collect all the forage and provifions which thofc or the neigh- 
bouring countries could furniih. 
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As Pompey had relied much on the authority of government, with c ha p. 
which he was vefled at the beginning of the war, and which he be- 
lieved gave his party a difpenfation from exercife of thofe popular 
arts, with which Csefar thought proper to recommend his caufe, he 
threatened topunifli the refractory, more than he encouraged or re ward- 
ed the dutiful ; and he often therefore extorted fervices from the pro- 
vinces, neglecting tlie neceflary attention to conciliate their affections; 
and fuch were the effects of this conduct, that the detachments which 
now appeared on the part of Cxhx were every where favourably re- 
ceived. Sabinus made himfelf matter of JEtolia. Longinus found 
the people of Theflaly divided, and was joined by one of the parties. 
Oalvifms, upon his arrival in Macedonia, had deputations from many 

towns and diftricts of the province, with aflurances of favour and 
fubmillion; and by thefe means the pofleffions of Cacfar, even in 
thofe countries on which his antagonifts had chiefly depended, began 
to be ecjual to theirs. 

It was thought an unpardonable error in Pompey, thus to fuffer his 

quarters to be over-run by an enemy who had but recently acquired a 
footing on the coaft,* and whole army was, in number of cavalry and 
light infantry, as well as of regular foot, greatly inferior to his own. 
Pompey, however, knowing the intereft which Casfar had in bringin 
the conteft to a fpeedy deciiion, did not choofe to divide his forces, 
and he relied for the fecurity of the fouthern'and inland provinces, on 
the legions which were loon expected to land from Afia on the eaftern 
ihores of Macedonia or Theflaly. 

Scipio, being the father-in-law of Pompey, had been employed in 
aflembling the forces of Afia, and had, by fevere exactions, availed 
himfelf of the rcfources of that opulent province. ' He was ftill oc- 
cupied in this fervice at Ephefus, when he received from Pompey 
an account of Csfar's arrival in Epirus, and an order without delay 
to tranfport his army into Europe. He accordingly, ibon after the 
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arrival cf Csefars detachments at their feveral places of dcftination,, 
debarked in the bay of Therme, or of Theffalonica, and penetrated 
into Macedonia, directing his march towards the quarters of the two 
Scions which Qciar had lent thither under the command of Domitius 

O 

Calvinus, and gave a general alarm on his route ; but being arrived 
within about twenty miles of Domitius, he turned on a fudden into 
Theffaly, as thinking Longinus, who was ftationed in that country 
with one legion of raw troops, might be made an eafier prey. 

To lighten his march, he left his baggage under a guard of 
eight cohorts, commanded by Favonius on the Haliacmon, a river 

which feparates Macedonia from Theffaly, and proceeded with great 
dilpatch towards the quarters of Longinus. This officer, greatly 
alarmed at his fudden approach, and miftaking, at the fame time, 
for an enemy a body of Thracian horfe which were coming to his 
own affiftance, haftily withdrew by the mountains, and continued 
his retreat to Ambracia. Scipio was about to purfue Longinus on 
the route he had taken, when he was recalled by earned reprefent- 
ations from Favonius, the officer he had left to guard his bag- 
gage; informing him, that his poft was in the utmoft danger of 
being forced by Calvinus, who was on his march through Macedonia 
for that purpofe. Scipio accordingly returned with all poffible dif- 
patch to the Haliacmon, and arrived at the poft of Favonius, after 
the duft which arofe from the march of the enemy had appeared on 

the plain ; and thus came barely in time to fuftain his party, and to 

reicue his baggage. 

The armies continued to occupy the oppofite banks of the Haliac- 
mon ; and as Scipio, by the flight of Longinus, was become matter 
cf all Theffaly, Calvinus continued in poffeflion of Macedonia, and 

rrcni thence fecured a coniiderable fource of fupply to Caffar's army. 

It would have been of great moment to Pompey's affairs, and not 
inconiiftent with the dilatory plan he had formed for the conduct of 

+ the 
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the war, to have rifked an action between theie feparate bcxlies on the 
Haliacmon, rather than to have fuffered his enemy to retain the com- 
mand of fo many pofts of confequence ; and Scipio accordingly palled 
the river with a view to bring on an engagement ; but after fbmc ftay 
on the plain, finding no opportunity to attack the enemy with any 
hopes of fuceefSj he repaffed the river, and having occupied his 
former Ration, there palfed fome partial encounters between iuch as 
were advanced on the different fides, but without any confiderable 
event. 

While fo many large bodies, detached from the principal armies, 
were thus contending in Thelfaly for the poifefTion of the country, 

Pompey remained to cover the ground, which was of greater import- 
ance to him, in the neighbourhood of the fea, and the port of Dyrra- 
chium. Having, at the diftance of about a day's march in his rear, this 
town and harbour as a place of arms, when he had depofited his ma- 
gazines and (lores, and from which he received his ordinary fupply 
of provifions, he had taken his meafures to protract the war; 

and trufting to his own fuperior refources, both by fea and by land, 
did not doubt that by waiting until the countries which Cxdxr had 
occupied mould be exhaufted, he might force him to retire from the 
conteft without the rifk of a battle. To h'aften this event, he en- 
deavoured every where to ftraitcn his quarters in the country, and to 
block up or deftroy all the harbours he had on the coaft. 

Cnazus, the eldeft of Pompey's fons, commanding the Egyptian 

9 

fleet, in execution of this plan which had been laid to harafs the enemy, 
■without expofing their caufe to a general hazard, attacked Csfar's 
principal naval ftation at Oricum, raifed the veffel that had been funk 
at the mouth of the harbour, forced the armed galley that was fta- 
uoned before it, and carried off or deftroyed all the (hips that were laid 
up in the port. From 'thence he proceeded to Lilfus, burnt thirty 
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tranfports which Antony had left in the harbour ; but having made 
an attempt on the town, was repul fed with lofs. 

Cxfar, on the oppofite part, fenfible of the intereft which he had 
in bringing the war to a fpeedy decifion, advanced upon Pompey, 
forced a place of forae ftrength that covered his front, -and encamped 

in his prefence. The day after he arrived in this poiition, either to 
bring on a general action, or to gain the reputation of braving his an- 
tagonifr, he -formed his army on the plain between the two camps ; but 
as Porapev continued firm or unmoved by this infult, and as the re- 
cent lofies which Cxfer had fuftained in his fhipping, and on the 
coaft, rendered his profpect of future fupplies or reinforcements 
every day lefs fecure, he projected a movement, by which he pro- 
pofed either to force an engagement, or to preclude the enemy from 
all his refources in the town and harbour of Dyrrachium. 

For this purpofe, and that Pompey might the lefs fufpedt any 
important deiign, he decamped in the day, and having a large cir- 
cuit to make, directed his march at firft from Dyrrachium, and 
was thought to. retire for want of provifions ; but in the night he 
changed his direction, and with great diligence advanced to the town. 
Pompe} having intelligence of the change which Cxfar had made in 
his route during the night, perceived his deiign ; and having a nearer 
way to Dyrrachium, ftiil expected by a rapid march to arrive before 
him. But Csfar having prevailed on his men, notwithftanding the 
great fatigues of the preceding day, to continue their march with 
little interruption all night, was in poileflion of the only avenue to 
the town, when the van of Pcmpey's army appeared on the hills. 

Pompey thus lhut cut from Dyrrachium, where he had placed his 
magazines and (lores, and from the only harbour he had on the coaft, 
was obliged to take pofleflion of the Petra, a final! promontory which 
covered a little creek or bay not far from the town, and there endea- 
voured to fuppb the lofs of the harbour, by bringing fhips of burden 
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to unload,' and by procuring fupplies in boats from his magazines and 
ftoresi'm the town ; and in this manner was ftill in condition to avoid 
any immediate rifk of his fortunes in a fingle action. 

Csefar, on the other hand, being difappointed in the defign he had 
formed to exclude the enemy from their magazines in the town of 
Dyrrachium, and feeing no likelihood of being able to bring the war 

to a fpeedy decifion,\is own communication with Italy being en- 
tirely cut off, and the fleets he had ordered from thence, from 
Sicily, and from Gaul, having met with unexpected delays, fent 
an officer, named L. Canuleius, into Epirns, with a commiffion to 
draw into magazines all the corn that could be found in that or the 
neighbouring diftricts, and to fecure them at proper places for the 
ufe of his army. This, however, in a country that was mountain- 
ous and barren, itfelf commonly fupplied with corn from abroad, 
and lately on purpofe laid wafte by the enemy, was not likely to 
furniih him with any confiderabie fupply, or to enable him for any 
time to fupport a dilatory war. His genius was therefore at work 
by fome fpeedier courfe to harafs his enemy, and to haften the end 
of the conteft. 

In thefe circumftances, however, he did not neglect his ufual arti- 
fices to amufe and diffract: his antagonifts with great profeffions of 
moderation, and with overtures of peace. On hearing of Scipio's 
arrival in Europe, affecting to have defpaired of obtaining peace by 
any farther direct applications to Pompey himfelf, and willing to 
appeal to the reafon of the father-in-law againft the obftinacy of the 
ion, he fent Clodius, their common friend, with letters and initruc- 
tions, to inform Scipio of the great pains he had taken to obtain an 
equitable accommodation, u all which, he prefumed, had hitherto 
" failed, through the unhappy timidity of thofe he intrufted with his 
" meffages, and from their not having courage to deliver them 
" properly to their general. But fubjoined that, through the media- 

" tion 
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K tlcn of Scipio, who could deliver himfelf with fo much freedom; 
* c who could advife with fo much authority ; and who, being at the 
tt head of a great army attached to his perfon, could even enforce 

*' what was juft, he might expect a different ilfue to propofitions fo 

" fair and fo reasonable. And that in this event Scipio would have 
" the honour of being the reftorer of tranquillity and good order to 
" Italy, of peace to the provinces, and of {Jrofperity to the whole 
" empire/ 1 Clodius was received with refpect ; but on delivering 

his meifage, it appears, that all farther communication was refufed 
him as a perfon who came to infult or amufe with falfe pretentions. 
Oefar, indeed, was himfelf, as ufual, fo far from trufting to the effect 
of thefe propofitions, or fo far from remitting his own operations in 
order to confirm his pacific profeffions, that he even redoubled his 
efforts in that very quarter which was entrufted to Scipio ; and as he 
had already poflefled himfelf of Epirus, Acarnania, and JEtolia, he 

carried his views ft ill farther on that fide, and fent Fufius Calenus to be 
joined by Longinus and Sabinus, and to endeavour, by the ifthmus of 
Corinth, to penetrate into Achaia. 

I 

He himfelf at the fame time engaged in a project, which to thofe 
who do not recollect the amazing works which were frequently executed 
by Roman armies, particularly by that of Cxfar himfelf, will appear fo 

raft, and even romantic, as to exceed belief: this project was no leis 
than to invefl Pompey in his camp, though at the head of an army 
fuperior to his own, and oblige him to recede, from the coaft, or fub- 
mit to be invefted with lines, and completely {hut out from the country. 
For this purpofe lie occupied feveral hills in the neighbourhood of 
Pompey's camp, ftrengthened them with forts, joined thofe forts by 
lines of communication acrofs the vallies, and foon appeared to have 
projected a complete chain of redoubts, and a lineof circumvallation. 
Pompey, to counteract this daring project, tookpoiTeffion of fome 

heights in his turn, fortified and joined them in the fame manner, 

and 
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and while the one endeavoured to contract, the other endeavoured to c 
enlarge, the compafs of their works. The archers and llingers on 
both fides, as in the operations of a fiegc, were employed to annoy 

the workmen. The armies lay under arms, and fought in detail for 
the pofleffion of advantageous grounds. When forced from one 
height which they attempted to occupy, they feized upon another 
that was contiguous, and ftill continued their line, though obliged to 
change its direction. 

In thefe operations, a campaign, that began in January with the 
landing of C#far on the coaft of Epirus, already drew on to the 
middle of fummer, and both parties had undergone great labour, and 
were expofed to peculiar diftrefs. Ca:far's army, already inured at 
the blockade of Alefia, and the fieges of Marfeilles and of Avaricum, 
to toils like thofe in which they were now engaged, flattered them- 
felves with a like glorious iftue to their prefent labours. They were 
in want of bread, and obliged to fubftitute in its place a kind of root 
boiled up with milk j but were comforted under this- hard (hip with 
the profpeft of fields which were repleniihed with ripening corn, 
and which gave the hopes of a plentiful harveft. They not only 
continued their countervallations with incredible toil, but turned or 
interrupted all the rivulets or fprings that formerly watered the 
grounds on which the enemy were now encamped. 

Pompey's army, on their part, were lefs hured to fuch toilfomc 
operations. They had plenty of bread, which came to them with 

every wind, from the different coafts that were ftill in their poffeflion, 
but were in great diftrefs for want of water and forage : many of 

their horfes had died ; the men, too long confined to the lame 
ground, and to the fame air, which was infected with filth, and the 
exhalation of putrid carcafes, being reduced ta the ufe of bad water, 

were become extremely fickly. 

Pompey, 
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Pompey, neverthelefs, held his enemy at fome difadvantage by the 
iuperiority of his numbers, and by the extent of line which he 

obliged him to form and to defend ; and it appears that he availed 

himfelf of thefe advantages with all thofe abilities of a great officer, 
which he was juftly fuppofed to poffefs. He not only forced Csefar, 
without hazarding a general a&ion, to recede from many of the heights 

■ 

which he attempted to occupy, and obliged him, with great labour, 
to widen the compafs of his lines ; but likewife alarmed him by 
various attacks on the works which he had already completed, and in 

fome places forced open the bars which the enemy had placed in his 
way, and recovered his own communication anew with the country be- 
fore him. But as Ca^far could prefent his whole army in many places 
to cover the works he was executing, it was impoflible, without Hik- 
ing a general action, which Pompey avoided, entirely to flop hispro- 
grefs. 

In the courfe of thefe operations it appears, from the text of 
Caefar s Commentaries, though incomplete, that the armies changed 
the ground of their principal encampments as well as the difpofition 
of fome feparate pofts, and mutually haraffed each other with frequent 
lurprizes and alarms. And Csefar mentions no lefs than fix capital 
acxions which happened in one day at the lines of circumvallation, or 
under the walls of Dyrrachium ; and in moft of them it is probable that 
Pompey had the advantage, as he aded on the ftring, or fmaller cir- 
cumference, while his antagoniits moved on the bow, or the wider 
circle. 

Pompey completed his own line of circumvallation to a circuit of 
fifteen miles, having a chain of four- and- twenty redoubts on the 
different hills over which it was carried. By this work he obliged 
Gjefar to recede half a mile beyond him, and to extend his compafs to 
about feventeen miles in circumference. 

The 
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The extremities of both their works terminated on the more ; and 
Cxkr having no boats or mips to oppofe to the numerous craft of his 
enemy, ought, perhaps, by the confideration of this very circum- 
ftance, to have been diverted at firft from his project. But as he 

fought merely for occafions of action, he was contented with the hopes 
of finding them even under fuch dtfad vantages. While he was obliged 
to remain with the ftrength of his army at that end of his line which 
was neareft the town of Dyrrachium, in order to prevent the accefs of 

* 

Pompey to his magazines, he propofed to fortify the other extremity 
of it with double works, and had already thrown up, at the diftance 
of two hundred yards from each other, two entrenchments, confifting 
of a parapet ten feet high, and of a ditch fifteen feet wide ; one 

facing the lines of Pompey^ the other turned to the field, in order to 
guard againft any furprife from parties which, coming by water, 
might land in his rear, He was likewife about to join thefe entrench- 
ments by a traverfe or flank, to cover him from the fea. 

Before this work was completed, Pompey made a difpofition to 
force him at this extremity of his lines, and of confequence to open a 
way to his rear over the whole extent of his works. For this purpofe 

he brought in the night fix entire legions, or fixty cohorts, to that 
part of his own works which faced this place. He embarked a 
numerous body of archers, (lingers, and other light troops, having 
their helmets and fhields fortified, as it feems was the cuftom, with 
baiket work, to break the force of the (tones which were likely to 
mower from the enemy's parapets, and furniflied with great quantities 
of fafcines and other materials proper to fill up the ditch. This 

embarkation was effected in the night ; and the oflicer who com- 
manded it had orders to land part of the troops in the rear of both 
Cadar's entrenchments, and another part between them where the 
work was ftill incomplete. Thefe feparate divifions were to be fup- 
ported by the whole force of the legions In front, who were to take 
Vol, II. 3 0 advantage 
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advantage of any efieft which the mifliles from their boats might 
produce on the flank or the rear of the enemy. 

Thefe attacks were accordingly made at day break, in three different 
places at once, and had all the conferences of a complete furprife. 
They fell with the greateft effect upon the ftation of the ninth legion, 
of which the picquets and other guards being inftantly routed, the 
whole legion was put under arms to fupport them ; but foon infe&ed 
with the panic, was carried off in the flight Antony, who oceupied 
the neareft ftation on the heights, appearing in that inftant with 
twelve cohorts, and a better countenance, flopped for a while the 
purfuit of the enemy, and furniihed a retreat to the troops that were 
routed. 

The alarm was conveyed, to Caefar himfel£ by fires lighted on all the 

hills an d he haftened to the ground with as many cohorts as could be 
fpared from the pofts in his way ; but he came too late, Pompey had 
already forced the entrenchments, had burft from hb confinement, 
and was beginning to encamp in a new pofition, where, with- 
out lofing his communication with the fea, he rendered" abortive 
for a long time Cadar's purpofe of excluding him from the fup- 
plies of neceflaries or conveniences which were to be derived from 
the land, and was now in a pofture to command a free accefs to 
water and forage, from the want of which he had been chiefly 
diftreffed in his late lituation. 

Thus Cxfar, far from reaping the fruits which he expe&ed from 
the labour of fo many months, began to incur the cenfure of a 
vifiorury proj edor, who prefumed to prac"tife on theableft captain of 
the age the arts with which he had fucceeded againft ignorant Bar- 
barians, or, at raoft, againft generals of mean capacity. 

Thefe circumftances, however, probably made no impreffion on 

Csfar himfelf, nor greatly altered the confidence of his army : he 
prefented himfelf again before the enemy in. their new pofition, and 

pitched 
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pitched his camp in their prcfence, ftiil determined to aft on the 
offenfive, even in the fequel of attempts in which he had failed. 
An a&ion accordingly followed, of which the refult is evident, 
although it is difficult, from the imperfect text of his Commentaries, 
to afcertain the detail. It appears that both armies had changed the 
ground which they had taken immediately after the Iaft action; 
that in this remove Pompey had taken pofleflion of the camp which 
Caefar had left; and as his army, being more numerous, occupied 

more ground than that of C#far had done, he made a fecond en- 
trenchment, quite round that which had been formerly occupied by 

Ccefar. This camp was covered by a wood on one fide, and by a 

river, at the diftance of four hundred paces, on the other. 

"While Pompey lay in this pofition, he had thrown up a line of 
communication from the flank of his camp to the river, in order to 
cover his accefs to water. But after he had taken this precaution, he 
thought proper to change his ground, and had moved about the 

diftance of half a mile on his march to occupy a new fituation, when, 
for fome purpofe that is not explained, he thought proper to fend back 
a legion, or large detachment of his army, to refume the poffeffion of 

the camp he had fo recent r y left. 

Csefar, on his part, being occupied in fortifying a camp in the Iaft 
fituation he had taken, and obferving this detachment CsvX off from 
the enemy, thought it gave him a favourable opportunity, by cutting 
it off, to recover part of the credit he had loft in the late a&ion. 

While, to amufe the enemy, he ordered his men to continue the work 
in which they were engaged, he hi mfelf marched with twenty-three 
cohorts, in two diviiions, under cover of the wood, came :o the ground 
unobferved, and with the divifion which was led by himfelf, mixed with 
the enemy, who' had already taken pofleflion of the exterior lines, and 
drove them from thence to the interior entrenchment, With great 
flaughter. The other divifion being in the' mean time to attack the 

3 0 2 fame 
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£ fame works at a different place, miftook the line of communication 
which covered the accefs from the camp to the river for the entrench- 
ment of the camp itfelfj and before they perceived their miftake, had 

run along this line to a great diftance in fearch of an entrance ; when 
obferving, atiaft, tliar the line along which they ran was not defended, 

the infantry went over it firft, and were followed by all the cavalry ; 
but the time which they had loft by their former miftake gave Pom- 

pey an opportunity to come to the relief of his detachment. As foon 
as he appeared, CaMar's cavalry, finding themfelves entangled between 

the line of communication, the entrenchment of the camp, and the 
river, began to retire with great precipitation, and were followed by 
the foot, who fell into great confufion. That part of Pompey's de- 
tachment, which, in the beginning of the action, had been defeated 
by Csefar, feeing themfelves likely to be fupported, rallied in the rear- 
gate of the camp ; and the party which Ca?far himfelf commanded 
-againft them, obferving the precipitant retreat of the other divifion, 
faw dangers and difficulties accumulating on every fide. Imagining 
that they were about to be furrounded, or fhut up within the enemy's 

works, they betook them to Bight, crowded back to the ditch, and, 

in attempting to repafs it, were killed in fuch heaps, or were trodden 

under foot in fuch numbers, that the flain filled up the ditch,, and 
made a paffage for thofe that followed. 

In this ftate of general confufion and terror, the prefence and au- 
thority of Csfar, which, on other occafions, ufed to be of fo great 

effeci^ were entirely difregarded. The bearer of a ftandard, upon 

Czfar s catching it, and endeavouring to ftop him, quitted his hold, 
and continued to run without it ; a rider, whofe horfe he had feized 
by the bridle, demounted, and ran off on foot. The rout was com- 
plete ; but the ditches and works, amongft which- the action began, 

as they embarraffed the flight of the one party, fo they retarded the 

purfuit of the other j and Pompey, who did not expect fuch a victory, 

-remained 
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remained in fufpence. He miftook the flight of Gxfar'b army for a c 
feint, to draw hirn into fome ambufcade. In this he was governed, 
probably, by the high eftimation for diicipline and valour to which 
Cefar's army was fo juftly entitled ; but which no troops can uni- 
formly iupport at all times : and if it be true, as is probable, that the 
flight of an army in actual rout may be always diftinguifhed 
from a concerted retreat, he on this day committed an unpardonable 

error ; and Csfar, who may be inclined to exaggerate the overfights, 
though not the advantages, of his enemy, owns that he hirafelf loft 
about a thoufand men, with above thirty ftandards or colours, and 
owed the prcfervation of his army to the exceflive cautioner incapacity 
of Pompey. He himfelf acted indeed like a peribn defeated, in- 

ftantly abandoned all his famous lines ofDyrrachium, and all his out- 
pofts ; and to make head againft the victor, brought all the fcattered 
parts of his army together. 

Pompey, in the mean time, loft the decifive moment, or was not 
fenfible of his advantage till after the time for improving it was paft. 
But this victory, although it had not been perceived in the prccife 

moment in which a fignal advantage could have been made of it, was 
prefently afterwards greatly exaggerated. Pompey had from his own 
army the ufual falutations of triumph, or received the title of Im- 
perator, which he continued to afliime, and fent his accounts of the 
action, by exprefles, to every part of the empire ; but had the mode- 
ration to abftain from the practice that was ufual in the cafe of victories 
obtained over foreign enemies, that of binding his fafces and his dif- 
patches with laurel. 

Csefar, by carrying the war into Macedonia, had put himfelf in a 
very arduous fituation. He had pafled over a fea on which the 
enemy were matters, and had invaded a country of which they were 
in poffeffion, with forces greatly fuperior to his own : but this daring 
adventure, which, even in its firft fuccefies, excited aftoniftment,. 

now. 
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now expoied him to cenfure, and his attempt to inveft fo great an 
officer as Pompey, at the head of an army fuperior to his own, 
appeared altogether wild and extravagant* The merit of all his 

former campaigns, as is common, began to be questioned by thofe who, 
after the event, can inftruct and correct every general ; and the glory 

he had gained in the former part of the war was entirely obfcured. He 

vras even faid to have gained the Spanim army by corruption, and to 
have purchafed with money the furrender which he pretended to have 
forced by his addrefs and his fword. People returned to their fir ft 
apprehenfions, that Pompey was the greateft general which any age 
or nation had ever produced ; that he had effectually put an end to 
the prefent conteft, and had left nothing for his party to do but to 

reap the advantages of the victory he had obtained for them. 

Some time before this event, and while the minds of men were yet 

in fufpence, Cato, in one of the councils which had been fummoned by 
Pompey, obferved that Ca:far had acquired much popular favour by his 

oftentation of mercy, and by the hopes of protection which he held out 
to every man who did not actually take arms againft him; while Pom- 
pey and his followers, by publiuSing threats againft all who did not ac- 
tually efpoufe their caufe, had rendered the army of the republic an ob- 
ject of terror ; he therefore moved, that a proclamation fhould be if- 
fued, containing afiuranees, that every town not actually in arms mould 
be protected, and that no blood Ihould be lhed but in the field of battle. 
A refolution to this purpofe had been accordingly publifhed 15 ; but 
in the prefent exultation of victory was forgotten. The times were 
faid to require exemplary juftice, and to juftify executions'and for- 
feitures, not only of thofe who were actually in arms againft their 
country, but of thole likewife who had betrayed its caufe by a mean 
and profligate neutrality. The favourites of Pompey already, in 

Plutarch, in Vita Pompeii, p. 49^. 
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imagination, fated their revenge, and gratified then" avarice, at the 
expence of the oppofite party and of its abettors ,a . Every one con- 
fidered the ufe which lie himfclf was to make of the vi&ory, not 
how it might be fecured or rendered complete. 

The {hock which Cifar had received in fo critical a time and fitua- 
tion, was, not without reafon, fuppofed to be deeifive; he had 
abandoned his lines, and called in all his out-pods* His army ap- 
peared to fink under the Weight of their misfortunes. Inferior to the 
enemy in numbers, greatly reduced by their loflea, and fallen in 
their own eftimation, they were not foon likely to recover courage 
enough to contend for the field again with fo renowned and fo fuperior 

an adverfary. 

Csefar, however,, was not overwhelmed by thefe appearances ; he 
knew what was the force of an army which had been taught, by the ex- 
perience of many years, to repofe the utmoft confidence in themfeJve* 
and in their general, and which was* not likely to fink, without hopes of 
recovery, under any fingle event* Heconfidered their apparent dejection? 

as a fymptom of indignation, and of rage more than of fear or debafe* 
ment ; and, inftead of blame or reproach, foothed them with con- 
folation, and with the apologies which he induftrioufly framed for 
their late mifcarriage. He bid them recollect their former actions, 
and not be difmayed by a fingle accident which befel them in the 
midft of a career fuftained with a fpirit fo much fuperior to that of 
every enemy they encountered : " If fortune has crofled us for 
" once," he faid, " we muft retrieve our lofles by diligence and re- 

" folution. Difficulties only excite the brave, and awaken their 
" ardour; you have formerly experienced difficulties, and every 
u foldier who was at Gergovia will remember the effects of perfeve- 
" ranee and courage." 

» 6 Cxf.de Bel. Civ. lib. iii. c. 88. 
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He was fenfible, however, that fome particular officers had fet a 
mameful example ; and he fuppofed, that by fingling out thefe for 
puniihment, he might feem to exculpate the foldiers, and reinftate 
them in their own efteem. For this reafon he difmifled, with infamy, 

fome bearers of ftandards, who, he alleged, had milled the troops 

whofe objed it is never to part from their colours. By thefe means 
the fulien dejection of the legions was changed into rage, and an 
ardent impatience to retrieve their honour They did not prefume 
to importune their general to be entrufted fo foon again with his for- 
tunes; but they impofed voluntary tafks, by way of penance, 
on themfelves, faying, That they had deferved to be loaded with 
hardships. Many of the fuperior officers gave it as their opinion to 
CaEfar, that whatever refolution he might have taken for the future 
plan of the war, fo favourable a difpofition in the army, and fo fair 

an opportunity of yet ending the conteft with honour on the very 

ground on which they had incurred their late difgrace, mould not be 

neglected, nor fuffered to efcape. Cxfar, however, did not chufe 
to ftake his fortunes on the chance of a feverifh ardour, which ftill 
had fome mixture of confirmation, nor to rely on a fury which bad 
more of defpair than of rational confidence, againft the impetuofity 
of a fuperior army recently fluflied with victory. Nor was he fafe to 

remain in his prefent fituation, without any pofts in his rear to fecure 

his communication with the country, and without any immediate 
profpecr. of fupply for the fubfiftence of his army. 

For thefe reafons, Ca?far determined, without lofs of time, to de- 
camp and to remove to fome diftance from the enemy u . In the firft 
night after this refolution was taken, and as foon as it was dark, the 
fick and wounded, with all the baggage, under the efcort of a legion, 
ivere fent off, with orders that they mould not halt till they reached 

" C*f. dc Bel. Ciy. lib. iiL Jt Ibid. 
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Apdlloaia, being a march of -about thirty miles. At three in the morn- 
ing the main body of the army, obferving a profound filence, turned 
out of the camp, by different gates, and took the fame route. Two- 
legions yet remained for the rear-guard. Thefe, after a proper in- 
terval, being ready to depart, founded the ufual march to make the 
enemy believe the van of the army was then only beginning to move, 
and the whole being thus already on their way, and without any in- 
cumbrance, they foon gained a confiderablc diftance from the enemy, 
who was likely to purfue them. 

< Pompey, as foon as he was apprifed of this retreat, drew forth Ixk 
army, and followed with great expedition. After marching a few 
miles he overtook, with his cavalry, the rear of Cxfar'6 army at the 

paflage of the river Genufus; but being received by the enemy s 
!\orfe, interlined with infantry, could make no impreffion, and faw 
them effect the paffage of the fiver without any confideraBle lofs. 

Cxfar, having completed an ordinary march, took pofleffion of the 
lines which he had formerly occupied at Afparagium.; but not in- 
tending to remain on this ground, gave < orders to the legions to reft 

* 

on their arms. He fent forth his cavalry by the front gate in fight 
of the enemy, as if with intention to forage ; but with orders to 

4 

turn round the camp, and enter it again by the rear. Pompey fup- 
pofing, from thefe appearances, that Ca>far had concluded his march, 
.and that the ' bufinefe of the tiay was over, followed his example, 

pitched in the fame lines, which he likewife had formerly occupied 
at this place, and fuffered his men to ftray in fearch of forage and 
wood ; many alfo who, in the hurry with which they decamped in 
the morning, had.left their baggage behind them, were now allowed 
to lay down their arms, and returned to Dyrrachium in fearch of it, 

Caefar, who waited only until the halt he had made fhould pro- 
duce this effed in the camp of the «nemy, again put his army in 
motion about noon, and without interruption* on the feme day 

Vol. II. a P completed 
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B °x\? £ completed a fecond march of eight miles ; while Pompey's army; 

having already laid aiide their arms and encamped, were not in condition 

to feliov?^ Czefar continued his retreat during fome of : the fubfe- 

quent days in the fame order, having his baggage advanced fome 
hours before him : and Pompey, having loft fome ground by the 
delay of the firft day, and having harafTed his army in attempting* 
to regain it, on the fourth day mtirely difcontihued' the purfuir. 

This refpite gave both parties Ieifure- to confider the plan of their 

future operations. Caefar repaired to Apollonia to lodge his fick and 
wounded, to pay off the arrears of his army, and to make a proper 
dilpofition for the fecurity of the places he held on the coaft. And 
having, already one cohort at LhTus, placing three at Oricum, and 
four at Apollonia,. he continued his route from thence to the fouth- 
ward. He propofed, without delay, to penetrate into Theffaly, and to 
occupy, for the fubfiftence of his army, . as much as he could of that 
fertile country. He flattered himfelf, that if Pompey fhoald follow him 

thither, to a diftance from his magazines and his fupplies by fea, the 
war might be continued between them upon equal terms. If he at- 
tempted to retake Oricum and the towns on the coaft, he muft expofe, 
Scipioand the body under his command, in the eaftern parts of Mace- 
donia, to be feparately attacked.; or, if he wifhed to preferve Scipio and. 

his army, he would be obliged to quit his defign upon Oricum* in.order. 

* 

to fupport them. If he fhould pafs into Italy, it was propofed to follow 
him by the coafts of Dalmatia. And this laft alternative of carrying the 
war into Italy, from the difficulties, the delays, andthedifcredit to which, 
it might have espofed. Ca»far!s caufe, appears to have been the prefer- 
able choice for Pompey. It vras accordingly debated in council, 

Whether, being mafter of the lea, and having abundance of {hip- 
ping, he Ihould not tranfport his army, recover the poffeffion of the 
{eat of government, and ftrip his antagonift of that authority which 

he derived' from this circumftance ? or, whether he fliould not ftay 

to 



t 



OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. 

?to finim the. remains of the war in Macedonia? The advantages c 

likely to refult from his return to Rome in the capacity of vi&or, 
after he had left it with fome degree of difgrace, were obvious. But 
the war appeared to be fo near its conclufion, that it was reckoned 
improper to leave any part of it unfinifhcd. It was argued, that, by 
quitting the prefent feat of the war, C:efar would be left to recover 
his forces in a country yet full of refources, and would only exchange 
the weftern part of the empire for the eaft, from whence Sylla had 
been able, and from whence Pompey himfelf was now about to re- 
cover the city and the pofTe/fion of Italy. 

But, what weighed moft of all in thefe deliberations, the fafety of 
Scipio required the prefence of Pompey in Macedonia. If he mould 
remove his- army from thence, this officer, with the forces recently 
arrived from Afia, would fall a facrifice to the enemy. 

Upon thefe motives both armies, having their feveral detachments 
in ThefTaly, and feparate bodies to fupport or to refcue from the 
dangers which threatened them ; the generals determined to march 
into that country, and calculated their refpeclive movements, fo as to 
cut off the enemy s parties, or to fuftain their own. Carfar, by his 
march to Apollonia, had been turned from his way ; and having the 
difcredit of a defeat, and being fuppofed on his flight, was haraffed 
or ill received by the country as he pafled. The meffengers, whom 
he had difpatched to Domitius, were intercepted ; and this officer, 
while both armies were advancing, having made fome movements in 
Macedonia in fearch of provifions, and having, with the two legions 
he commanded, fallen into Pompey's route, narrowly efcaped, and 
only by a few hours, being furprifed and taken. 

Csefar, having, arrived in time to refcue Domitius, and being joined 
by him as he pafled the mountains into ThefTaly, continued his march 

to Gomphi. The people of this place having refufed to admit him, 

he fcaled the walls, gave the town to be pillaged ; and intending, by 

% P 2 this 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



this example, to deter others from retarding his march by fruhlefs 
refiftmce,- he put all the inhabitants to the fword. "When he arrived' 
at Metropolis, the people, terrified by the fate of Gomphi, threw open 
their gates ; and Caelar, to contrail this with the former example,, 
gave them protection. From hence to Larifla, where Scipio, having 
fallen back 4 from the Aliacmon r then lay with- a confiderable army y 
the country was open, and Cxfar, or his parties, were, evecy where 
received without oppofition. Having paffed all the lefler rivers which- 
fall into the Penius, he took poft on the Enipeus, which runs through 
the diftrict. of Pharfalia. Here he commanded extenfive plains,, co- 
vered with forage and with ripening conr ; had a very fertile country 

to a great diftance in his rear ; and being joined not only by Domi- 
tius, but probably likewife by the legion which Longinus com- 
manded in iEtolia, in all amounting to ten legions, he was in con- 
dition to renew his offenfive operations^ 

Pompey directed his motions likewife towards the lame quarter ; 
but although he had the more dired route, and was every where 
received as vidor in the late adion, was ftill on his march, Scipio 
advanced from LarhTa to receive him ; and being joined, they took 
poft together on a height near Pharfalus, and in fight of Csefar s- 
ftation, at the diftance cf thirty ftadia, or about three mile* l \ The 
armies being fome time fixed in this pofition, Csefar drew forth, in 
the front of his intrenchment, to provoke his antagonift. It was 

evidently not Pompey's intereft to give an enemy, whom he had' 

brought into confiderable ftraits, an opportunity of relief by the 

chance of a battle. But as this wa3 a defiance, and had fbme effect 

on the minds of the foldiers, it was proper to return it ; and both 
fide?, during many days, continued to turn out in the front of their 
refpedive lines. Csefar advanced, on each fucceflive day, ftill nearer 
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to Pom'pey's ground ; but there were fome difficulties in the way of 

■ 

his farther approach, in which he did not chufe to 'engage himfelf 
in tlie prefence of an enemy, nor did Pompey chufc to quit the emi- 
nence oh which he had hitherto formed his line of battle. 

The fummer being far fpent, and all the forage and corn of the 
neighbouring plains being confumed, Caefar began again to fufFdr for 
want of provifions, and having no hopes of bringing the enemy to i 
battle on this ground, he determined to change It* for fome fituation 
in which he could more eafily fubfift his own army, or by moving 
about, harals the enemy with- continual marches, and oblige theni 

perhaps to give him an opportunity to fight them on equal terms. 

* 

Having refolved on this plan, and having appointed a day on which 
the army mould move, the tents being already ftruck, and the fignal 
to march given, while the van was paffing through the rear-gate of 

the camp, it was obferved, that Pompey's army, being formed ac- 
cording to their daily practice, had advanced farther than ufual be- 
fore their lines. Csefar immediately gave orders to halt, faying to 
thofe who were near him, " The time we have fo eameftly wifhed 
" for is come ; let us fee how we are to acquit ourfelves." He im- 
mediately ordered, as a fignal of battle, a purple enfign to be hoifted 

on a lance in the centre of the camp 20 . Appian fays, That he like- 
wife ordered the pales to be drawn, and the breaft-work to be le- 

veiled in the front towards the enemy, that his army might not hope 
for a retreat,, not even behind their intrenchments 
It was evidently Pompey's intereft to avoid a battle, and to wait 

f 

for the effeft of the diftrefies to which Ccefar's army muft have been 

expofed on the approach of winter. But this is the hidft difficult 
part in war, requiring great ability in the general, together with tried 
courage and difcipline in the troops. A general may be* qualified to 
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- fight a battle, but not dextroully to avoid an enemy who prefli* 
•him ; an army may have that fpecies of courage which impells them 
.in action, but not that degree of confiancy which is required to fup- 
port them long unemployed in the prefence of an enemy. In what- 
ever degree Pompey himfelf was qualified for the part which the 
fervice required of him, he was attended by numbers of Senators 
and perfons of high rank, who, thinking themfelves in a civil or 
political capacity-, equal with their general, bore the continuance of 
their military fubordination with pain. They faid, he was like Aga- 
memnon among the kings, and protratted a war that might have 
been ended in a day, merely to enjoy his command Nurfed in luxury, 
and averfe to bufmefs, petulant in fafety, ufelefs in danger, impatient 
to be at their villas in the country, and their amufements in the town ; 
and anticipating the honours and fncceflions to office which they ima- 
gined due to their high merits in the prefent fervice, they railed at 
the conducl of their general, afie&ed courage by urging him to fight, 
whilft in reality they only wifhed to terminate the fufpence and 
anxiety of a campaign, which they had not the refolution to endure. 

Many of the allies, then alfo prefent in the army, who were princes 
of high flate in their own dominions, were impatient of longer delay ; 
and the troops of every defcription, in imitation of fo many refpeft- 
able examples, were loud in their cenfures of fo much caution in 
their general. 

Pompey, urged by the clamours of his army, thought himfelf 

under a neceffity to come to a fpeedy decifion, and had prepared for 

battle on the morning of that very day on which Csefar was about to 

decamp. Although he was fenfible, that, in this conjundure, it was 
not his intereft to hazard a battle, it is probable, that he did not think 
the rifk was great. He too, as well as others of his party, became 
elated and confident upon his late fuccefs *\ His numbers greatly 

" Cicer. ad Familiar, lib, vii, cp. Hi. 
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ftrpaffed thofe of Csefar, efpecially in horfe, archers, and /lingers ; 
and he trufted, that, l^y this part of his army, he mould prevail on 
the wings, and carry his attack to the flank, and even to the rear of 
the enemy. Having the Enipeus, a fmall river with fteep banks, on 
his right, which fufficiently covered that flank ** he drew all the 
cavalry, amounting to feven thoufand, with the archers and (lingers 
to his left, expecting that the event of the battle would be de- 
termined on this wing. He hi mfelf, therefore, took poft to fecond ' 
the operations of the cavalry, at the head of the two famous legions 
which he- had called off from Gtfar at the beginning of the- war. 
Scipio was polled in the centre, with the legions from Syria, having • 
the great body of the infantry divided on his right and his left. The 
right of the whole was covered by a Cilici an legion, and the remains 

of the SpaniuVarmy which had joined Pompey under Afranius. The 
whole amounted to one hundred, cohorts, or about forty-five thou- 
find foot, drawn up in a line of ten- men deep 1 *.' 

Csefar, obferving this difpofition, formed his army in three divi- 

fibns ; the left was commanded by Antony, the right by Sylla, .and 
the centre by Cn. Domit£us. The tenth legion was polled on the 

right, and 'the ninth oh the left of the whole. He had eighty cohorts 
in the field ; butthefe To incomplete, as not to exceed above twenty-, 
two thoufand men. He faw the dhparity of his horfe and irregulars 
on the right, having no more than a thoufand horfe to oppofe to feven . 
thoufand of the enemy.' In order to reinforce and fuftain them, he 
draughted' a cohort from each of the legions in the right to form a re- 
serve, which 'he placed in the rear of his cavalry with orders to fuftain 
them, or to repel the enemy's horfe, when they mould" attempt, as he 
expected, * to turn his' flank. This body formed' a fourth; divifion of 

his army, not-placed in the fame line with the other divifions) but 

13 Applan. de Ecllo Civ. 34 Frontinus dc Straragematis. 
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facing obliquely to the right, in order to receive the -cavalry that 
was expected to turn the flank, and to fall obliquely on the rear. 
He himielf pafled along the front of the right wing, and earneftly 
intreated them not to engage till they got the fignal from himfelf. He 
-reminded them of his continual attention to the welfare of the army, 

defiling them to recoiled with what foiicitude he had endeavoured . to 
bring on a treaty, in order to Give both armies to the republic ; and 
how far he had always been from any difpofition wantonly to fhed 

V 

the foldiers blood. He was anfwered with fhouts that exprefTed an 
impatience to hegin the a&ion. Pompey had dire&ed the cavalry 

and archers affembled on his left to begin the attack ; and inftrucled 

them, as foon as they had driven Csefar's horfe from the plain, to fall 

upon the flank and the rear of his infantry* 
Thefe difpofitions being completed, a folemn paufe and an interval 

of filence enfued. The fame arms, and the fame appearances pre- 
fented themfelves on the oppofite fides. When the trumpets gave the 
fignal to advance, the founds were the fame ; many are faid to have 
fhed tears '\ Being fo near, that they had only fpace enough in 
which to acquire that rapid motion with which they commonly 
Clocked, Caeiar s army began to rufli forward, while Pompey's, 
agreeable to the orders he had given them, remained in their places, 
expefiing that the enemy, if they were made to run a double fpace 

In coming to the {hock, would be difordered, or out of breath. 
But the veterans, in Cadar's line, fufpe&ing the intention of this 
unufual method of receiving an enemy, made a full ftop ; and, 
having drawn breath, came forward again with the.ufual rapidity, 

* 

They were received with perfeft order, but not with that . refiftance 
and equal force which motion alone could give. The a&ion be- 
came general near about the lame time over the whole front* Pom- 

*s -2*0. CaiEofc lib. xli. c.,58. 
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pey's horfe, as was expected, in the firft charge, put Cxfar's cavalry 
to rout, and, together with the archers and llingers, were haftening 
to turn the flank of the enemy. But as foon as they opened their 
view to the rear, being furprifed at the fight of a body of in- 
fantry which was drawn up to oppofe them, and being,, pro- 
bably, from their confidence of victory, negligent of order ; in their 
attempts to- recover it they were thrown into the utmoft confufion, 
and, although there was not any enemy in condition to purfue them, 
fled to the heights. The archers and /lingers, being thus deferted by 

the horfe, were put to the fword. And Pompey's left, on which 
he expected the enemy could not refift him,, being flanked by the 
cohorts who had defeated his cavalry, began to give way. CaTar, 
in order to increafe the impreflion he had made, brought forward 
frefh troops to the front of his own line ; and while his referve 
turned upon the flank, made a general charge, which the enemy no 
longer endeavoured to withftand. 

Pompey, on feeing the flight of his cavalry, an event he fo 
little expected, either thought himfelf betrayed, or defpairing of the 
day, put fpurs to his horfe, and returned into camp. As he en- 
tered the Praetorian gate, he called to the guards to ftand to their 
arms, and to provide for the worft. " I go the rounds," he faid, 
" and vifit the polls." It is likely that furprife and mortification had 
unfettled his mind. He retired to his tent in the greateft dejection, 
and yet he awaited the iffue **. His army, in the mean time, being 
routed, .fled in confufion through the lanes of their own encampment. 
It was noon,, and the victors,, as well as the vanquifhed, were greatly 
fatigued ; but Cfcfar feldom left any refuge to a flying enemy, not 
even behind their intrenchments. . He ordered Pompey's lines to be 
ilormed, met with Tome little refinance from the guards that were 



,fi Caff, dc Bello Civile, lib. iii, c.94. 

Vol, II.. 3.0^ placed 



THE PROGRESS A$!D TERMINATION 

placed on the parapet, but foon prevailed. The rout and the carnage 
continued through the fbreetsand the alleys of the camp, to the rear-gate 
and pafiages through which the vanquiihed crowded to recover the 

fields, and from which, without any attempt to rally, they continued 
their flight to the neighbouring hills. 

When Pompey's army drew forth to battle, their tents were left 
fending, as in full confidence of victory ; and the plate, furniture, and 
equipage of the officers were ftill difplayed, as if intended for fhow. 
Notwithstanding this circumftance, Cxfar had authority enough to 

reftrain his troops M from plunder, and continued the purfuit. Seeing 
crowds of the vanquished had occupied a hill in the rear of their camp, 

he made hafte to furround them, and to cut off their farther retreat. 

But they themfelves having obferved, that the place was deflitute of 
water, abandoned it before they could be furrounded, and took the 
road to Lariffa. Cxfar having ordered part of the army to keep 
pofleffion of the enemy's camp, another part to return to their own, 
he himfelf, with four legions, endeavoured to intercept the fugitives 
m their way to Lariffa. He had the advantage of the ground ; fo that 
after a hafty march of fix miles, he got before them ; and, having 
thrown himfelf in their way, obliged them to halt. They tookpof- 
fcffion of a height over a ftream of water, from which they hoped to 

be fupplied. Night was faft approaching, and the purfuers were fpent 
with fatigue ; but Csefar yet prevailed on his men to throw up fome 
works to prevent the accefs of the enemy to the brook. When over- 
whelmed with fatigue and diftrefs, thefe remains of the vanquifhed 
army offered to capitulate ; and while the treaty was in dependence 
many among them, who were Senators and perfonsof rank, withdrew in 
the night, and made their efcape ; the reft furrendered at difcretion. 
perfons of diftin&ion, who had been formerly prifoners, and who had 

57 The fpoils of an enemy were commonly fecured by the Romans in a regular manner, 
to be equally divided, 

been 
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been fet at liberty, were now put to death. Some were /pared at 
the interceffion of their friends, to whom Csefar permitted that each 

ffiould fave one of the prifoners *\ The private men took oaths of 
fidelity to the vi&or, and were enlifted in his army. Csefar, having 
ordered fuch of his men, as had been on fervice all night, to be re- 
lieved from the camp, he himfelf marched with a frelh body the: 
lame day to Larifla. 

" Dio, Caff. lib. xli, c. 6z^ 
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CHAP. VII. 

&Mparaiivc Loft on the different Sides in the late Aftion.'~—Poinpey s 

Flight. His Death.— -Arrival of Cafar at Alexandria.^** 

Cato^ with the Fleet and Rema'vis of the Army from PharfaUa^ 

fleers for Africa. State of Italy and of the Republican Party. 

Adventures cf Cafar in Egypt. Viclory over Pharnaces. 

Arrival in Italy. Mutiny of the Legions. Cafar pajfed 

into Africa. His Operations and AeJion with the Ho?fe and 

Irregulars cf the Enemy. Poft at Rufpina. Siege of Uzita. 

Battle of Thapfus. Death of Cato. 

- 

IN the famous battle of Pharfalia, Ca: far, by his own account, loft 
no more than two hundred men, among whom were thirty Centu- 
rions, officers of diftinguilhed merit. He killed of the enemy fifteen 

thoufand, took twenty-four thoufand prifoners, with a hundred and 

•eighty (land of colours, and nineteen Roman eagles and legionary 
ilandards ; and on this occafion he cut off many Senators and many 
of the equeftrian order *, the flower of the Roman Nobility, who 
were the molt likely to bear up the finking fortunes of the common- 
wealth. u 

Pompey, when he was told that Ccefars troops had already forced 
his intrenchments, changed his drefs, mounted on horfeback, and 
having palled through the rear gate of the camp, made his efcape to 
LariiTa. On the read he fell in with about thirty horfemen who 
joined him. At the gates of LariiTa he received what he wanted 
for his journey, but declined entering the town, faying; That he 
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would do nothing to make a breach betwixt the inhabitants of that c 
place and the vi&or *. From thence he pafTed by the valley of Tempe * 
to the coaft, and refted only one night in a fifherman's cottage. Next 
morning he put off from the fhore in a fmall boat, with a few of 
his'attendants*, and coming in fight of a trading veffel, made fignals, 
and was taken on board. In this {hip he (leered to AmphipoUs, came 
to an anchor before that, place, and, probably to conceal his farther 
intentions, iflued a proclamation addreffed to all the diftri&s of Ma- 
cedonia, and requiring new levies to be made, and all the youth of 
the province to affemble forthwith at this place. But having received 
fome fupplies of money, he remained only one night at Amphipolis, 
His wife Cornelia, and Sextus the youngeft of his fons, were at Mi- 
tylene', in the ifland of Lefbos ; thither he propofed to fail, and, 
without having fettled his plan any farther, was anxious to fave this 
part of his family from falling 3 into the hands of his enemies. 

Having taken them onboard, and being joined by fome galleys of 
the fleet, after a delay of fome days, occafioned by contrary winds, 

he let fail, continued his voyage to the coaft of Cilicia, and from 
thence to Cyprus. He meant to have landed in Syria ; but being 
informed that the people of AntiOch, upon the news of his defeat, 
had publimed a refolution to admit none of his party, he dropt that 
intention, and contented himfelf with what aids and reinforcements 
he obtained on the coafts of Cilicia and Cyprus. Pie feized the 
money which was found in the coffers of the farmers of the re- 
venue ; and having borrowed, or otherwife procured,, confider.able 
fums, he armed two thoufand men, and having fhipping fufficient to 

* 

tranfport them, continued his voyage to Egypt. 

The late king, Ptolomy Auletes, had been indebted to the Romans 
and the patronage of Pompey ; and the kingdom being now on a 



* Dio. Ca/T. lib. xlii. c. 2. 3 C&far, Appian, Plutarch. 
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rcipeclable footing, having a coniiderahle military force in the field £ 
this Roman leader, though of the vanquilhed .party, flattered him* 
lelf, that in the gratitude of the Egyptian court he might find fome 

means to remftate his aflairs- 

On the death of that Ptolomy, who had heen reftored to his throne 
hy Gabinius, two fa&ions had arifen in Egypt, The king leaving 

four children, Ptolomy the elder, Cleopatra, Arfinoe, and Ptolomy 

die younger, had by his will bequeathed his crown to Ptolomy the 
el deft of his fons, together with Cleopatra the eldeft daughter. This 

brother and fitter being by the laws permitted to marry, were in the- 
capacity of hulband and wife aflbciated on the throne. But the 
council of the young king propofed* to fet afide the will by excluding 

Cleopatra. In execution of this defign,. having obliged her to leave 

the kingdom, and to fly for prote&ioa into Syria, they had taken 

poft with a great army at Pelufmm to prevent her return, flie being 
laid to have aflembled a numerous force in Afia for that purpofe Y 
Pompey obferving this army upon the fhore, concluded that the king 
was prefent, came to an. anchor, and Tent a meflage with intimation of 

his arrival, and of his defire to join his forces with thofe of Egypt. 

The council of Ptolomy conlilled of three, perfons^ Achillas, who 
commanded- the army; Photinus, an eunuch, who had the care of 
the finances ; and Theodotus of Samos, who was the preceptor or 
literary tutor of the young, king. Thefe counfellors, knowing that 
the Romans had been named executors of the late king's, will and 
in this capacity might reflore Cleopatra to her fhare in the throne* 
and that Pompey, in name of the republic, might aflume the fupreme 
direction in Egypt,, were greatly alarmed upon receiving his meffage, 
and came to a refolution to put him to death. By this atrocious 

■ 

a&on they expe&ed" to rid themfelves of one dangerous intruder,, 
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and to merit the favour of his rival, who by this decifive ftroke was 
to become the fovereign of the empire, ani fully able to reward 
thofe who took a feafonable part in his quarrel. 

With this intention Achillas, with a few of his attendants, came on 
board inafmall boat, delivered ameflagefromPtolomy, inviting Pompey 

to land. In the mean time fome Egyptian galleys, with an intention 
to fecure him, drew near to his fhip ; and the whole army, with the 
king at their head, were drawn out on the fhore to receive him. The 
fize of the boat, and the appearance of the equipage which came on 
this errand, feemed difproportioned to the rank of Pompey ; and 
Achillas made an apology, alleging, that deeper veflels could not go 

near enough to land him on that (hallow part of the coaft. Pompey '« 
friends endeavoured to difluade him from accepting of an invitation 
fo improperly delivered ; but he anfwered by quoting two lines from 

Sophocles, which implies, that whoever vifits a king, though he ar- 
rive a free maw % mujl become his Jlave. Two of his fervants went be- 
fore him into the boat to receive their mafter ; and with this attend- 
ance he put off from the fhip. His wife Cornelia, and Sextus the 
youngeft of his fons, with fome other friends, remained upon deck* 
fufficiently humbled by the preceding ftrokes of fortune, anxious for 
the future, and trembling under the expectations of a fcer/e which was 
a£Hng before them. Soon after the barge had left the fhip, Pompey 
looking behind him, obferved among the Egyptian foldiers a perfon 
whofe countenance he recolle&ed, and faid to him, Surely, fellow 
Foldier, you and I have fome where ferved together. While he turned 
to fpeak thefe words, Achillas beckoned to the other foldiers, who 
underftanding the fignal to put the Roman general to death, ftruck 
him with their fwords. Pompey was fo much prepared for this 
event, that he perceived the whole of his fituation at once, and funk 
without making any ftruggle, or uttering one word *. This was 

• App. dc Bill. Civ. lib. ii. Plut. in Pomp. Livii eptome, lib. cxii. 
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* done in the prefence of fhe long of Egypt and of his array, who 

* 

were ranged on a kind of amphitheatre formed by the fhore. The 
vefTel in which the unhappy Cornelia with her family was left, and 
the little fquadron which attended it, as if they had received a fignal 
to depart, cut their cables and fled. 

Thus died Pompey, who for above thirty years enjoyed the repu- 
tation of the firft captain of his age. The tide of Great, originally 
no more than a cafual expreffion of regard from Sylla, continued, in 
the manner of the Romans, to be given him as a mark of efteem,, 
and a name of diftinction. He attained to more confideration, and 
enjoyed it longer than any other Roman citizen ; and was fupplanted 

at laft, becaufe, for many years of his life, he thought himfelf too 
high to be rivaled, and too fecure to be fhaken in his place. His laft 
defeat, and the total ruin which enfued upon it, was the confequence. 
of an overweening confidence, which left him altogether unprepared 
for the firft untoward event. The impreflion of his character, even, 
after that event, was fHll fo ftrong in the minds of his enemies, that 
Cadar overlooked all the other remains of the vanquifhed party to^ 

ft 

purfue their leader. 

The accounts which Csefar received at LarifTa made him believe 
that Pompey muft have paffed into Afia; and he accordingly, on the- 
third day after the battle of Pharfalia, fet out in purfuit of ^ him with, 
a body of horfe, ordering a legion to follow. In pafling the Hel- 
leipont, he was faluted by fome galleys which guarded the Straits,., 
under Lucius Caflius. Thefe furrendered themfelves, and,, with-, 
their leader, made offer of their fervice to the vi&or. From thence 
he continued his march by the coaft of Ionia, receiving the fubmiflion. 
of the towns in his way. And being come into Alia, he had intel- 
ligence of Pompey's operations in Cyprus, of his departure from 
thence, and of his continuing to fteer for the coafts of Egypt. In or- 
der to be in condition to follow him thither, he put into the ifland of 

Rhodes, 
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Rhodes, where he provided (rqiilports fufficient to embark ;he legion 
which he had ordered to follow him from Theflaly, and another 

from Achaia, with eightJiundred ; hprfe. To thefe he joined a con- 

voy.pf ten armed galleys of this ifland,,and fpme Aiiatic lhips 7 . 

With this force Cscfarfet fail for Alexandria, and arrived, after a 

paffage of three days \ Here he learned the cataftrophe of Pompey's 

life ; and had prefented to him by the courtiers of.PtoIomy, who 
were impatient to recommend their fervices, f he head of the deceafe'd 
fevered from die body, with his feal, which was known throughout 
the empire, being that with which his fignature was put to all letters, 
acts, and . public writings : but Csefar either really was, or . affefted 
to be, feized with a momentary compun&ion ; is (aid to have turned 
away. from the fight, and to have wept 9 . This able aftor probably 
had tears, as well as words, . at command ; and could fan&ify, under 
the moft fpecious appearances, the evils which his ambition had 
produced. From this event, however, which he thus affefted to 
regret, and no fooner, he became fecure, and feems to have dated 
the termination of the war. He accordingly landed without pre- 
caution, and being detained at firft by the ufual periodical winds of 
the feafon, became entangled' in difficulties, or engaged in pleafures, 
which occasioned a very unaccountable ftay, fufpended the expect- 
ations of the whole empire, and gave to thole of the pppefite party 
Ieifure to confult their fafety in different ways. 

Cato, upon the march of Pompey into ThelTaiy, had been left to 
command on the coaft of Macedonia; and his quarters, after die 
battle of Pharfalia, became a place of retreat to many who.efcaped 
from the field, or who, at the time of the a&ion, had been detached 

i 

7 Czf. de Bell. Civ. lib. iii. much had the army in general fuffered .in 

1 App. de Bell. Civ. lit. ii. The two their 'late campaigns 
legions which he led in this fervice amounted 9 App. ibid. 

only to three thousand two hundred men j fo 
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on different ferviees. He affembled great part of the fleet at Cor^ 
cyra ; and, with his fea and land forces united, ftill preferved the afpecT 
of a vigorous party, Gcero, Cnzeus the eldeft fon of Pompey, Afranius > 
Labienus, and other perfons of diftin&ion had joined him. Among- 
thefe Cicero, as being the firft in rank, was offered the command j 
and having declined it, narrowly efcaped with his life from the fury 
of young Pompey, who confidered his refufal as a defertion of the 

caufe, and as an ad of perfidy to his father, whofe fate was yet un- 
known Cicero, being protected by Cato and others, who were 
prefent, efcaped into Italy ; and declining the command of an army, 
referved, for fcenes in which he was better qualified to act, talents' 

which had been, on former occafions, of fo much ufe to his fellow 
citizens. It appeared that Cato had even difapproved of his having 
joined either party in this war, and wished him to have devoted his 
life and his abilities entirely to thofe ferviees which he was better 
qualified to render to his country, in the Senate, and in the popular 
affemblies, than in the field. 

It is probable that Cato had already taken his own refolutibn not 

to fubmit to Csfar, nor to furvive the fall of the commonwealth ;. 
but he treated with great candour fuch as chofe to make their peace, 
and to retire from the ftorm. Having ftaid a fufficienL time at Cor- 

cyra, to receive on board fuch of the vanquiihed army as chofe to 

take refuge in the Meet ; and having afterwards put into Patrae, near 
the mouth of the Gulph cf Corinth, for the fame purpofe, he ftill 
gave every one his option to continue in arms, or to retire.. He 
feems to have fuppofed that Pompey was gone into Egypt, and he 
determined to follow him ; hoping, that after the junction of this 
great reinforcement, he might, either there or in the province of 

Africa, renew the war with advantage- Being, in purfuance of this 
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tlefign, arrived in the African -feas, but weft of the frontier of Egypt, he c R. 
met tlie unhappy Cornelia, with the young SextusPompeius, who had 
recently beheld the death of the hu£band and the father near the more 
at Pelufium. The account which he received of this event determined 
him -not to continue his voyage any farther to the eaftward; but to 
return towards the Roman province of Africa, where the friends 
of the republic under Varus, in confequence of the defeat of Curio, 
and the alliance of Juba, ftill kept the afcendant, and lately re- 
ceived an acceffion of ftrength by the junction of Scipio and of La- 
Menus, who had efcaped from Pharfalia. But the periodical winds 
which about the fame time began to detain Caefar at Alexandria, 
made it impoflible, or at leaft dangerous, for him to continue his 
voyage along a coaft that was covered to a great extent by the 
famous flioals and land-banks of the Syrtes, For thefe, perhaps, 
and other reafons which are not mentioned, Cato landed at Bere- 
nice ; and from thence conducting his army, then confifting of ten 
thoufand men, in fmall divifions, through the deferts of Barca, and 
round the bay of the Syrtes ; and having, during thirty days, en- 
countered with many difficulties from the depth of the fands and the 
fcarcity of water, he effected his march to the frontier of the Roman 
province l \ 

Cscfar, when he paffed into Macedonia, had left Italy and the 
weftern provinces in a ftate not likely, in his abfence, to create any 

trouble. But the uncertain, and even unfavourable afpect, of his 
affairs, for fome time after his landing* in Epirus, had encouraged 
thofe who were difcontented to queftion the validity of his acts, and 
to difregard his arrangements. The army in Spain having mutinied, 
deferted from Q. Caffius, and put themfelves under the command of 



Marcellus iEferni: 
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book ImnTelf for either party, till after the event was decked in favour 

of Crefar. 

At Rome It is probable that few had remained befides thofe wlio 
were inclined to Ccefar s party, or at leaft fuch as were indifferent fo 
both ; and that fome perforis, even of the laft defcription, thought 
they had an intereft in his fuccefs, as being their only fafety againft 
the menacing declarations of his adverfary, who, in all his procla- 
mations, treated neutrality between the parties as treafon,to the com- 
monwealth. But the uncertain Hate of his fortunes, while the event 
of the war remained in fufpence, and ftill more after his defeat at Dyr- 

* 

rachium, encouraged or tempted numbers, even in the city of Rome, 
to declare for Pompey. Marcus Cielius, who, in the preceding year, 
liad, upon difguft, or hopes of promoting his own fortune, gone 
with Antony and Curio to join Csfar, and who was now, by 
the influence of the prevailing party, elected one of the Praetors ; 
being moved hy a frefh difguft from the party he had joined, or 

fry its apparent decline in the field, openly declared htmfetf againft 
*C&far s meafures, offered protection to debtors againft the execution 
of his laws relating to bankrupts, drove his own colleague Tribonius 

by force from the Praetor's tribunal, and gave fuch an alarm, that 

the Senate thought themfelves under the neceffity of giving the-Cdnful 
lfauricus the ufual charge to guard the commonwealth as in timefe of 
extreme danger. Upon this decree the Conful took arms "to preferve 

the peace, and Cselius was obliged to leave the city. About the fame 
rime Milo, who ftill lay under fentence of baniftrment, ventured, at 
the head of an armed force, to land on the coaft, and attempted to 
make himfelf matter of Capua. While he was engaged in this en- 
terprise he was joined by Cselius ; but both were foon after furrounded 

and cut off by the forces which Csfar had left for the protection of 

Italy 

17 Liv. Epltcmc, lib. cxi. Dio. Caff. lib. xlii. c. 22, 26. 
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Thefe difturbanqes, $nd every appearance pf pppofition tp 4he c 
party of Csefar, were again eafiljr fuppreflefl upon the news of his 
victory at PharfaKa, The populace, who generally range themfelves 
on the victorious fide, and who are .equally outrageous in every 
caufe they efpoufe, celebrated the occafion, hy pulling down the 
ftatues of Pompey and of SylJa, There was either no Senate. an,<J no 
' affembly of the People to refift the torrent with which fortune now 
ran on the fide of military government, or the names of Senate and 
People were, without debate or difference of opinion, put to decrees, 
by which the fupreme power of life and death over .the fuppofed ad- 
herents of the vanquifhed party was committed to the victor. By 
thefe decrees, the .power of making war or peace, and of naming 

fcommanders and governors in all the provinces, was committed to 
Carfar, He was, by a new. and unheard-of refolution, made Conful 
for five years, Dictator for twelve months, and vefted with the facred 

character of Tjibune for life. He alone was appointed to prefide 
in all public affemblies, except .thofe .of .the Tribes, in .which the 
other Tribunes bore an equal part with himfelf. 

When thefe decrees were prefented to Cafar, then in Egypt, .he 

affumed theenfigos and power of Dictator, and appointed Antony, 

who commanded in Italy, general of the horfe, or fecond to himfelf 
in the empire. The reputation of Qdars clemency had encouraged 
many, who had recently oppofed him, to lay down their arms, and 
to return to their habitations, trailing to this character of the victor, 
or to other confiderations more particularly applicable to themfelves. 
Cicero returned to Italy, and waited for Ccefur in the neighbourhood 
of Brundifium. Gaius Gafiius, -who.had commanded the :£eet which 
had been affembled for Pompey from the coafis of Syria and Cilicia, 
having failed to Sicily, while the army yet lay in Pharfalia, furprifed 
and burnt the fhipping, amounting to thirty-five veflels, of which 
twenty were decked, which Caifar had affcmbled at Meffina, and 

was 
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B 0 9 K was about to have forced the town to furrender, when he was in- 

formed of the defeat of Pompey in Theflaly, and fet fail for the coaft 
of Alia, Here he waited for Cefar at the mouth of the Cydnus, 
without being determined, whether he mould attempt to deftroy 
or fubmit to the victor. From the correfpondence of Caflius 

with Cicero, it appears that, like this diftinguifhed fenator, he was 
about to withdraw from the ruins of a party which he could no 

longer fupport. Cicero, neverthelefs, afterwards afcribes to him a 
dAga of killing Csefar at this place, if the prey had not efcaped him 
by going to a different fide of the river from where he was expected 
to land. Upon this difappointment CafTius made his fubmiflion, " 

and delivered up his fleet 1 '. Quintus Cicero went to Afia to make 
his peace with Csfar; and many, especling him in Italy, reforted 
thither on the fame errand. In this number, it was reported that 

Cato and L. Metellus meant to prefent themfelves as perfons who had 
done no wrong, and who came openly to refume their ftation in the 

commonwealth. Ofar fore&w the difficulties that might arife to 
himlelf from the prefence of fuch men ; that they would greatly 
embarrafs his government by oppofmg it, or, in order to rid himlelf 
of fuch troublefome guefts, reduce him to the neceffity of pulling off 
the matk of moderation and clemency, which he had hitherto af- 
iumed. For thefe reafons, he chofe rather to prevent their coming, 
than to contend with them after they were come j and fent pofitive 
orders to Antony, to forbid Cato, Metellus, and every other perfon* 
to whom he had not given exprefs permuTion, to fet their foot in 



Italy 



*5 



C. C. yc6i Such was the ftate of affairs at the end of the year of Rome 705, 
Csiu Dia. and beginning of the following year, which is dated in the Difta- 

IziTun M. 
Antccius 

M*3r E* «* Cs&i dc bello GriL lib. iii. ,s Ibidem, cp. 6 & 7. 
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torflnp of Cams Csfar. While he himfelf ftill remained in Egypt, the 
government of Italy continued in the hands of Antony. All orders 
of men vied, in denio nitrations of joy, for the fuccefs of the victor, 

and for the afcendant which his party had gained. They ftill pro- 
bably hoped to have the . form of the republic preferved, while no 
more than the adminiftration of it mould pafs from the ruined party 
to thofe who were now in power : but in the firft fteps of the prefent 
government they found themfelves difappointed. The ufual election 
of magiftrates, which, even in the height of the war had never been 
omitted, now at the end of it, and when no enemy any where 

appeared to alarm the party, were all of them, except that of the 

Tribunes, entirely fufpended or laid afide. All government cen- 
tered in-the perfon of Antony, and the adminiftration was altogether 
military. He himfelf, immerfed in debauch, paft the greateft part of 
his time in the company of buffoons and proftitutes ; frequently 
fhifted the fcene of his frolics from the town to the country, and 
travelled through Italy with a field equipage, and a numerous train of 
carriages, filled with courtezans and their retinue. In thefe pro- 
ceftions he himfelf is faid to have fometimes appeared in a carriage 
that was drawn by lions l6 . In this tide of fuccefs, as he was un- 
gracious and arrogant: to citizens of the higheft rank, fo he was 
indulgent to the troops, and deaf to all the complaints that were made 
of their violence and rapine. Being equally apt to fet the example of 
diforder and licence in his own practice, as he was to indulge them 
in others, his retainers . frequently alarmed the city with rapes, rob- 
beries, and murders, and made the pacific inhabitants of Italy expect r 
with tlie arrival of Cxfar, a continual increafe of fuch diforderly 
mafters to fport on the ruins of the Commonwealth* 

The worft men, as ufual, were the moft forward in paying their 
tourt to the party in power. The neareft relations became fpies on- 

■ 

**■ Plut. ia Viia AnConii, p. 74, 7;. . 

informers 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



informers againft each other. Fears or complaints uttered were re_ 
ported as crimes. A general filence and diftruft enfued, and all 
parties wiflied or dreaded the arrival of Csefar, according as they 
expected to lofe or to gain by the fell of. the Commonwealth. In 
this interval of expectation, men difcovered their gloomy apprehen- 
fions, by propagating ftrange fictions of ominous appearances, or by 

magnifying things natural into alarming prefages and prodigies 17 . 

The daily expectation of Csefar s arrival, for fome time, fufpendcd 
all the ufual factions in the city, and fuppreffed the hopes and defigns 
of his opponents in all parts of the empire : but his unexpected ftay 
at Alexandria, and the unfavourable reports of his fituation, which 
were fomedmes brought from thence, began to turn the tide of 
popularity at Rome, and encouraged the remains of the late repub- 
lican party, now forced to take refuge in Africa, again to lift up its 
head 15 . 

Dollabella, a young man of Patrician extraction, obferving the 
road which others had taken, by becoming Tribunes of the People, 
to arrive at power in the commonwealth, procured himfelf, in 
imitation of Clodius, to be adopted into a plebeian family, to the end 
that he might be legally qualified to hold this office ; and having 
accordingly fucceeded in this deiign, revived the wild projects by 
which the word of his predecelTors had endeavoured to debauch the 

lower ranks of the People. He propofed an abolition of debts, and 
a reduction of houfe-rents. Being oppofed by Tribellius, one of hi s 

colleagues, their feveral retainers frequently, as ufual, proceeded to 

violence in the ftreets ; and although the Senate pafled a decree to 

fulpend every queftion or fubject of debate until the arrival of Csefar, 

thefe Tribunes continued to affemble the People, kept them in a fer- 

ment by oppofrte motions, and filled the publick places with tumult 

17 Dio. Caff. lib. xlii. c. 26. »» Cicero aS Attic, lib. xi. cp. 16. 

and 
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and bloodflied I9 . Mark Antony, fecond in command to Csefar, under 
pretence that fuch diforders could not be reftrained without a military 

force, took pofleflion of the city with an army ; and while he fome- 
rimes favoured one party, and fometimes the other, continued to go- 
vern the whole at difcretion *°. 

The troops about the fame time became mutinous in their quarters ; 
and thefe diforders rofe or fell according to the reports that were pro- 
pagated from Afia or Egypt relating to the ftate of Csfar's affairs. 

The fpirits and hopes of the late Republican party, which yet had 
fome footing in Africa and Spain, likewife fluctuated in the fame 
manner. It is highly probable, that if Csefar had pnrmed the other 
remains of this party with the fame ardour with which he purfued 
Pompey in perfon, or if he could have returned to the capital imme- 
diately on the death of his rival, they never would have attempted, 
or would have been able to renew the conteft ; but the leifure which 
he left them, and the ill afpeft of his own affairs, for fome time 
encouraged and enabled them to recover a ftrength, with which they 
were yet in condition to difpute the dominion to which he afpired. 

Cato, who, with the remains of the Republican party from Epirus, 
had arrived on the coaft of Africa, being informed that Varus 
ftill held the Roman province on this continent in the name of the 
Republic, that Scipio was there, and that the king of Numidia per- 
fifted in his alliance againft Csefar, determined to join them. At his 
arrival, Scipio and Varus being on bad terms, he received an offer of 
the command from the general voice of the army : but his acceptance 
being likely to increafe, rather than to appeafe animofities, and the 

.preference being conftitutionally due to Scipio as of confular rank, Cato 
had no doubts in declining it. Neither Pompey nor Scipio ever con- 
fidered him as their perfonal friend ; his fervices they knew were 
intended to the Republic, and would turn againft them whenever 



'* Eight hundred citizens were killed in thefe frays. 10 Pio. Caff. lib. xlii. c. 29. 
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BOOK. t hey C3me t0 m ake that ufe of their advantages to which it is likely 

they were both inclined Pompey was accordingly ever jealous of 
Cato, and in the laft part of the campaign in Theflaly chofe to leave 
him .behind on the coafl Scipio adopted the fame conduct with 



parti zan 



actuated Pompey, a diftruft 



fhewn 



In 



order that he might not interfere in his counfels, he affigned 
fered him to take a feparate ftation at Utica, where he conti 
be the principal fupport of the caufe. The Inhabitants of tl 
were obnoxious to Pompey 's party ; and having formerly 



Cxfar, and ever favoured 



deftruction 



this 



lary 



The lpirit of the Republic thus reviving in Africa, and the party 
being in condition to receive all who fled to them for protection, and 
having the alliance of Juba, the moft powerful prince of that con- 
tinent, foon became formidable both by fea and by land ; and if they 

had chofen to invade Italy in the abfence of Cxfar, were in con- 
dition to have regained the capital of the empire. Young Pompey 
having, at the fame time, pafled into Spain, was favourably received 
by his father's adherents and clients in that province, and profiting by 
the mifconduci of Quintus Caffius in thofe parts, was likely to afTemble 
a conliderable force. 



Gabinius, 



Mill 



anded for Csefar on the coaft of Illyricum, 



attempting to penetrate by land i 
who had affembled a remnant 



that 



Calvinus, 



Pharnaces 



Mithridates 



parts of the empire was fuch, while he himfelf continued unheard of 
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in Egypt, as to raife a fulpicion of fome misfortune, fuppofed to be 
the only way of accounting for his long ftay in that country, and for 
thefeeming neglect of all the advantages he had gained by a conduct 
hitherto in every inftance decifive and rapid. Pompey had fallen by 
treachery in Egypt, and fo might Csfar. It was now the middle 
of June, and there was no intimation received in Italy of the time 
at which he might be expected to return. He had written no letters 
fince the middle of December, nor had any one come from him at 

Alexandria fince the middle of March 

The imperfect accounts which remain of what pafTed in Egypt du- 
ring this interval, are as follows : Caifar, at his arrival, had found the 
young king under the direction of Pothinus ; and Arfinoe, the fifter 
of the Icing, in the keeping of Ganimedes, two eunuchs, who had , 
the care of their education. From his manner of receiving the pre- 

fent of Pompey's head, thefe officers conjectured that they had 
gained nothing by the murder of one of the rivals, that they were 
engaged in this conteft for the Roman empire ; and that this action* 
although it freed Catfar of an enemy whom he refpected and feared, 
was not to be publicly avowed or rewarded by him. They dreaded 
the interpofition of this dangerous man in their affairs, more than 
they had dreaded even that of Pompey. 

The troops now in Egypt, were the remains of that army with 
which Gabinius had reftored the late king, and which he left to fe- 
cure his eftablifliment. They were recruited by deferters from the 
Roman provinces, and by banditti from Syria and Cilicia. They 
retained the form of the Roman legion ; but had precluded them- 
felves from any profpect of return to the Roman fervice by a mu- 
tiny, in which they had murdered the two fons of Bibulus, then 
Proconful of Syria. Numbers of the men were married, and had 
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and properties of the people, of the offices at court* and of the crown 
itfelf at their pleafure. A party of this infolent rabble, then in gar? 
rifon at Alexandria, and in the chara&er of guards to the perfon of the 
king, took offence at the parade with which Caefar landed, and were 

offended with the number and Ihow of his Lienors, by which he 

leemed to encroach on the majefty of their fovereign. Frequent tu- 
mults arofe on this account, and numbers of Caefars attendants were 
murdered in the ftreets. The wefterly winds were then fet in, and 
he finding himfelf detained in a place where he was expofed to 
fo much infult, ordered a reinforcement of troops from Afia, and 
employed Mithridates of Pergamus to bring all the forces he could 

affemble there to his relief. The party of Cleopatra applied to him 
for his protection; {he herfelf, being ftill in Syria, ventured to pafs 
into Egypt, came to Alexandria by fea, and is faid to have been car- 
ried, wrapped up in a package of carpet, to the prefence of Caefar. 
In this manner, it is pretended that Caefar became acquainted 

with the perfon of this celebrated woman, then in the bloom of 
youth, and poffeffed of thofe allurements by which {he made diffe- 
rent conquerors of the world, in their turns, for a while renounce the 
purfuits of ambition for thofe of pleafure. She is fuppofed at this 
time to have become the miftrefs of Csefar, and to have made him, 

though turned of fifty years, to forget the empire, the republic, the 
factions at Rome, and the armies which in Africa and Spain were 
cffembling againft him. Under the dominion of his paflion for 
Cleopatra, he took a refolution to carry into execution the deftination 
made by the late king, and in the quality of Roman Conful and re- 
prefentatire of the Roman People, to whom this office had been en- 
trusted by the will, he commanded both parties to lay down their 
arms, and to fubmit their claims to* his own arbitration. 

Pothinu?, fearing the total exclufion of the young king, his pupil, 
in favour cf Cleopatra, called Achillas with the army to Alexandria, 

in 
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in order to defeat Caefars purpofe, and oblige him to leave the king- 
dom. This army confifted of twenty thoufand men inured to bloods 
fhed and violence, though long divefted of the order and difcipline of 
Roman troops, Csefar hearing of their approach, and not being in 
a condition to meet them in the field, feized and fortified a quarter 
of the town, in which he propofed to defend himfelf. The young. 
Ptolomy being in his power, was prevailed on to difpatch two per- 

■ 

fons of diftinftion with a mefTage to Achillas, fignifying the king's 

pleafure that he fhould not advance ; but the bearers of this mefTage, 

as being fuppofed to betray the intereft of their matter, in whofe 

name they appeared, were by the orders of Achillas feixed and flain. 

Caefar, - however, being (till in poffeffion of Ptolomy 's perfon, repre- 
fented Achillas as a rebel and an outlaw, and ftill, >n name of the. 
king, ifliied repeated orders and proclamations againft him* 

Achillas being arrived at Alexandria, entered the city, and en- 
deavoured to force Csefar's quarters; but being repulfed, took poffef- 
fion of that part of the town which was open to him, and blocked- 
up the remainder both by fea and land. The city being thus di- 
vided, the Egyptians and Romans fought in the ftreets, and from the 
houfes which they feverally occupied. Csefar, as he defpaired of being 
able to receive any fuccours by land, endeavoured to keep open his 
communication by fea, and fent preffing orders to Syria,. Cilicia r 
Rhodes, and Crete, for reinforcements of men and of fhips.. Having. 

■ 

eaiLy dhcovered that Pothinus, who was ftill in his power, corre- 
fponded with the enemy, he ordered him to be put to death, conti- 
nued to ftrengthen his divifion of the town by additional barriers ; and 
in order to prevent furprife, d'emoliflied and cleared away many of the 
buildings adjoining to his works. Achillas, finding fo much unexpected 
refiftance,fent for'remforcements,and a fupplyof ftores and warlike en- 
gines, from every part of the kingdom. He traverfed, with breaft works,, 

the ftreets leading to Csefars quarters,, and deraolifliing the houfes in 

I bis-- 
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his way, effected a chain of works parallel to thofe of Cajfar, confift- 
ing of a parapet and frequent towers. He exhorted the Egyptians to 
exert themfelves for the independency of their kingdom ; reprefented 
to them, " That the Romans were gradually affix m ing the fovereignty 

" of Egypt ; that Gabinius had come as an auxiliary, but acted as a 

t 

u mailer ; that Pompey, on being defeated in Theffaly, came into 
" Egypt as to a property which he had a right to employ in re- 
" pairing his ruined fortunes ; that Pompey had fallen in vain, if 
" Carfar were tamely fufFered to fucceed him ; that if this intruder 
" were allowed to keep poffeffion of the city, until his fuccours 

" fhould arrive from Afia, all Egypt for the future muft expect to be 
" the flaves of the Romans." " '\. 

The danger to which Cx&v was expofed, arofe no lefs from the 
remains of the republican party now affembling againft him in Africa, 
than it did from the force with which he was actually affailed in 
Egypt. If Scipio had been apprifed of his condition in that country, 
he might in a few days have failed to Alexandria, and in conjunction 
with the Egyptians, who would now have accepted of any afiiftance 
againft Cxfar, have recovered the fall of their party at Pharfalia ; 
but the beft opportunities are fometimes loft, becaufe it is not fup- 
pofed that an enemy could be fo rafti as to furnifh them. 

The fcene in Egypt was frequently changing by the intrigues and 
the treachery of different parties in the court. Ganimedes, who had 
the charge of the young princefs, Arfmoe, being hitherto lodged in 
the quarters of Caefar, found means to make his efcape, together 
with his ward ; and finding the troops difpofed to lay hold of Ar- 
finoe as a branch of the royal family, employed affaflins to put 
Achillas to death ; and, in name of the princefs, took on himfelf the 
command of the army. His abilities as an officer, which were very 

* s Hirtias de bcllo Alexandrine 

confiderable, 
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confiderable, and his bounty, fecured to him the affection of the fol- 

diers. He continued the attack on Caefar's quarters in all the ways 

which were already begun by his predeceflbr. The town being fur- 

nifhed with water by fubterraneous paffages from the neighbouring • 

heights, he uncovered the conduits which led to Cxfar's divifion of 
the town ; and, to render thefe conduits unfervkeable, forced into 

them great quantities of brine from the fea. The lofs however was 

foon fupplied from wells, in which, at a moderate depth, the be- 

fieged found plenty of frefh water. 

While Ccefar thus countera&ed the arts which were employed to 
diftrefs him, the eighteenth legion, with a confiderable fupply of pro- 
vifions, military ftores, and engines of war, being arrived on the 
coaft, but unable to reach Alexandria on account of the winds, he 
thought proper to embark and put to fea, in order to cover this re- 
inforcement, while they made for the port. On this occafion, he 
was attacked by the Egyptian fleet ; but gained a victory, deftroyed 
a great part of the enemy's (hips, and brought his own reinforce- 

* 

ment fafe into harbour. The Egyptians, with great ardour, fet to 
work in all the docks on the Nile, to repair the lofs they had now 
fuftained, and were foon matters of a fleet, confining of twenty-two 
veffels of four tire cf oars, live of five tire, and many of fmaller 
dimenfions. Csefar had to oppofe them, nine galleys from Rhodes, 
eight from Pontus, five from Lycia, and twelve from the coaft of 
Afia, Five were of five tire of oars, and ten of four tire. The re- 
mainder were of fmaller dimenfions, and moft of them open. With 
thefe forces, having once more engaged off the mouth of the har- 
bour, the Egyptians were again defeated, with the lofs of one galley 
of five tire of oars, another of two tire taken, and three funk. The 
remainder retired under cover of the Mole, and of the towers of the 
Pharos. 3 
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Soon after this action at feaj Csfar attacked the Pharos, forced 

the enemy to fly from thence, moft of them fwimming acrofs the 

harbour, killed many, and took fix hundred prifoners. He forced 

them at the lame time to abandon the tower, which commanded the 
entrance of the mole on that fide. As he purfued them in their 
flight, and as the mole itfelf became crowded with his foldlers, who 

advanced to pulh the attack, or who came unarmed from the ftiips, 

and all the ftations around, to witnefs the fcene ; the Egyptians fee- 

■ 

ing thefe crowds, laid hold of the opportunity, mounted the mole, 
threw thofe who were upon it into confufion, forced them over the 
quay into the water, or into their boats. Gefar himfelf endeavour- 
ing to efcape in this manner, and finding that the boat into which he 
went, being aground and overloaded, could not be got off, he threw 
himfelf into die water, and fwam to a (hip. In this tumult, he loft 

four hundred men of the legions, and an equal number of the fleet. 
The Egyptians recovered all the ground they had loft, got poffeflion 
again of the tower at the head of the mole, and of the ifland which 

fecured their mips. " 

In fuch operations, with various events, the parties in Egypt paft 

the winter and fpring. Csfar Hill retained the perfon of Ptolomy in 

his poffeiEon, and made ufe of his name to countenance his own caufe, 
or to difcredit that of his enemies ; but the king being extremely 
averfe to this ufe being made of his authority, and^defirous to 
recover his liberty, entered into a concert with fome officers of 
his army, to find a pretence for his releafe. In purfult of their 
deiign, they conveyed fecret intimation to CaefarY quarters, that 

the troops were greatly difgufted with Ganimedes, and that if 

Ptolomy fhould make his appearance in perfon, they would cer- 
tainly fubmit to his orders, and commit the whole fettlement of 

the kingdom to the arbitration of Csefar. The king was inftru&ed to 
affeel a great diflike to this propofal, and with tears intreated that he 
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might be allowed to remain in the palace. Csefar, either being de- c 

xeived by thefe profeffions, or believing the name of the king to be 
of little confequence, confented to let him depart ; but this artful 

boy, as foon as he was at liberty, laid afide his difguife, laughed at 
the fuppofed credulity of thofe he had deceived, and urged the at- 
tack on the Roman quarters with great animofity. 

While affairs at Alexandria were in this firuation, accounts were 
brought that Mithridates of Pergamus, whom Csefar had fent to pro- 

cure fugcours from Afia, was actually arrived at Pelutium with a 
confiderable force ; that he had reduced that place, and only waited 
for inftruc"tions from Caefar how to proceed. Thefe accounts were 
brought to both parties about the fame time, and both determined to 
put their forces in motion. Ptolomy leaving a proper guard on his 

works, embarked his army on the Nile, having a confiderable navi- 
gation to make by the different branches of that river. Casfar, at 
the fame time, put his army on board in the harbour, and having an 
open courfe by the coaft, arrived at Pelufium before the king ; and 
being joined by Mithridates, was in condition to take the field againft 
the Egyptian army. Ptolomy, to prevent the return of Crcfar by 
land to Alexandria, had taken a ftrong poft on one of the branches 
of the Nile ; but here, after a few Ikirmilhes, he was attacked, de- 
feated, and driven from his ftation. Endeavouring to make his 
efcape by water, the barge " 3 which earned him being overloaded it 

funk, and himfelf, with all his attendants, perilhed. 

Immediately after this action, in which the Egyptian army was 
routed and difperfed, Ca?far, efcorted by a fmall party of horfe, re- 
turned to Alexandria, and having received the fubmiffion of the in- 
habitants, made fuch arrangements as he thought proper in the fuc- 
ceflion to the kingdom. He placed Cleopatra on the throne, in con- 
junction with her younger brother ; and, to remove any farther oc- 
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eafion of difturhance to this fettlement, he ordered her fifter Arfinoe 
to be tranfported to Rome. He left great part of the array to fup- 

port this new eftabb'fhment in Egypt, and he himfelr^ after this fin- 

gular interlude > in the midft of the conqueft of the Roman empire*, 
marched with the fixth legion by land into Syria- At Antioch, he 
received fuch reports of the ftate of affairs, as required his prefence 
in different quarters. Nine months were elapfed, fince any orders. 

or directions had been received from him. During this time, the 

factions of the city, the relaxation of difcipline in the army y and the 
threats of invafion from Africa, had placed his affairs in fuch a ftate 
of hazard, as to urge his immediate appearance in Italy and at Rome ; 

but he thought it of confequence to his authority to leave no enemy 

behind him in the field **, nor to fuffer the remains of diforder in any 
of the provinces through which- he 'was to pafs. Pharnaces, die fon 
of Mithridates, to whom Pompey had afligned the kingdom of the 
Bofphorus, imagining that the civil wars, in which the Romans were 
engaged, made a favourable opportunity for the recovery of his fa- 
ther's dominions, had paffed with an army into Pontus, and from 
thence invaded the leffer Armenia and Cappadocia, which had been 
feparately allotted by the Romans to Dejotarus and to Ariobarzanes. 
At the inftances of thefe princes, Domitius Calvinus, who had : been 
difpatched by Cae&r after the battle of Pharfaliawith three legions to re- 
ceive the fubmuTion of the Afiatic provinces, hitherto in the intereft of 
Pompey, difpatched to Pharnaces a meffenger, requiring him inftantly 
to withdraw his troops from Armenia and Cappadocia ; and, in 
order to give the more weight to this meffage, he himfelf at the fame 
time took the field with one Roman legion, together with two legions 
that had been formed by Dejotarus in the Roman manner, and two 
hundred Afiatic horfe. He at the lame time ordered Publius Sextius 
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*nd C. Praetorlus to bring up a legion which had been lately raifed C 
in Pontus, and Q^Patifius to join bim with fome light troops from 
Cilicia. 

Thefe forces being affembled at Camana in Cappadocia, the mef- 
fenger, who had been fent to Pharnaces, returned with an anfwer, 
that the king was willing to evacuate Cappadocia ; but that, having 
a juft claim to Armenia, in right of his father^ he would keep pof- 

feflion of that province until the arrival of Cxfar, to whofe decifion 
he was willing to fubmit his pretenfions. Domitius, not being fatis- 

fied with this anfwer, put his army in motion towards Armenia, 
While he advanced, Pharnaces endeavoured to amufe him with ne- 
gotiations, and to put him off his guard, by permitting the country 
to receive him with all the appearances of peace and fecurity. Being 

arrived at Nicopolis, the capital of Armenia, he there received orders 
from Csefar to march into Egypt 5 but being unwilling to quit his fup- 
pofed prey, rifked a battle with the forces of Pharnaces, was defeated, 
and obliged to fly with the remains of his army, by the route of the 
mountains which feparatcd Armenia from the Roman province. 

Elated with this victory, Pharnaces, at the time of Csefaf s de- 
parture from Egypt, had returned into Pontus, had taken pofleffion 
of the principal towns, and with great feverity exercifed the fove- 
reignty of the kingdom. About the middle of July, Csefar, having 
<lifpatched Trebonius from Antioch with an account of his own 
operations, and with inftru&ions to thofe who commanded in Italy * 3 , 
-went himfelf by fea'to Tarfus, where he received, as has been 
mentioned, the fubmiffion of Caius Caflius, who waited for his 
•coming ; and who, according to the account of Cicero, till then was 
undetermined, whether he fliould make his peace with the viftor, or 
attempt to affaffinate him. 
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At Tarfus, Czefar held a convention of the principal inhabitants of 

Cilicla, and from thence marched into Cappadocia, flopped at Co- 
mana to make the neceflary arrangements in that province, and con- 
tinued his route to the frontiers of Galatia and Pontus. Hither De- 
jotaras, who had efpoufed the caufe of Pompey, who had fought un- 
der his banners in Pharfalia, and who, by the gift of that unfortu- 
nate officer, frill retained the fovereignty of Galatia, came to make 
his fubmiffion. He laid down his diadem, and the enfigns of royalty ; 
and, preienting himfelf in the habit of a fuppliant, pleaded, that, in 

the late war, the eaftern part of the empire, being fubject to Pompey^ 

the princes of that quarter had not been free to chufe their party ; that^ 
he was himfelf not qualified to decide in a queftion on which the 
Roman People was divided ; that he thought it his duty to follow 
the Roman ftandard wherever it was erected, without confidering by 
whom it was carried. GEfar, rejecting the plea of ignorance or in- 
capacity, infifted, that any prince in alliance with the Romans could 
not be ignorant who were Confuls in the year that fucceeded the Con- 
folate of Lentulus and Marcellus, and who were actually in the ad- 

nuniftration of the ftate at Rome ; that they could not be ignorant 
who was at the head of the republic, and in pofleffion of the capital* 
and of the feat of empire; and who of confequence wa» vefted with, 
the authority of the commonwealth. But that he himfelf,. in the ca- 
pacity of a private man, was willing, in confideration of this prince's 
age, his character, and the interceffion of his friends, to forgive the 
part which he had taken againft him. He defired him, therefore, 
to refume the crown and other enfigns of royalty, and to keep pof- 
feffion of his kingdom, referving the difcuffion of the title, by which: 
he held any particular territory, to a future day. 

Being joined by a legion which Dejotarus had lately formed in the. 
Roman manner, Csefars force now confifted of this, together with, 
the remains of the two legions that efcaped with Domitius from Ni-- 

copolis,, 
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copolis, and of the fixth, which had accompanied himfelf from Egypt, C 

now reduced by thefword, and by the fatigues of fervice, to no more 
than a thoufand men. With this array he advanced towards Pontus. 

Upon his approach, Pharnaces fent forward a meffenger to prefent 
him, in honour of his late victories, with a crown of gold, and made- 

offers of fubmiffion, expecting to appeafe him, or to fill up the time 
until Casfar fhould be obliged, by the neceflity of his affairs, to give 

his prefence elfewhere. " Come not againft me," he laid, " as an 
" enemy : I never took part with Pompey, nor declared war againft 
" Czefar. Let me not be treated with more feverity than Dejotarus y 
^ who did both." Csefar replied, That he would liften to Pharnaces 

when he had afted up to his profeflions ; that he had forgiven Dejo- 
tarus, and many others, with pleafure, the injury done to himfelf ; 
but that he could not fo eafily overlook infults which were offered to 
the Roman State ; and that he did not pardon wrongs done in the 
provinces of the Roman empire, even by thofe of his own party. 
" Your not having joined with Pompey," he faid, " has faved you 
u from being a partner in his defeat, but was not the caufe of my 
* victory With this reply to the meffages of Pharnaces, Csfar 
demanded the inftant furrender of the kingdom of Pontus, and full 
reparation of all the damages fuftained by any Roman citizens fettled 
in that province. Pharnaces profeffed an intention to comply with, 
thefe demands \ but under various pretences delayed the performance 
of his promife. He had fixed on a hill in the neighbourhood of 
Ziecla, a place that became famous by the victory which his father 
Mithridates had there obtained over a Roman army under the com- 
mand of Triarius : and in order to fecure himfelf, repaired his fa*- 
ther's lines, and feemed to be determined to maintain this poft. 

Caefar, having lain for fome days within five miles of the* enemy,, 
advanced to an eminence feparated from the camp of Pharnaees only, 
by a ; narrow valley funk between- fteep banks. He came upon 
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this ground in the night, and began to intrench himfelf as ufual, 

having a party under arms to cover the workmen. As at brea"; of 

day the greater part of his army appeared to be at work, this feemed 
to be a favourable opportunity to attack them ; and Pharnaces began to 
form for this purpofe. Cadar, imagining that he only meant to give 
an alarm, and to interrupt his workmen ; even after he was in mo- 
tion, did not order the legions to defift from their work, nor ,to arm : 
but feeing him defcend into the valley, and attempt to pafs it in the 
face of his advanced guard, he founded to arms, and was fcarcely formed 
when the enemy had paffed both banks of the vale to attack him. 

The troops of Pharnaces began the a&ion with an ardour that wafc 
fuited to the boldnefs with which they had advanced ; and Caefar's 

contempt of their defigns had nearly expofed him to a defeat. But 

the adion, which was doubtful every where elfe, was decided by the 

veterans of the fixth legion, before whom the enemy began to give 

way, hurried with precipitation down the declivity, and fell into a 
general rout. Pharnaces fled with a few attendants, and narrowly 

efcaped being taken **. This vi&ory gave Csfar an opportunity to 
compare his own glories with thofe of Syila, of Luculius, and of 
Pompey ; and was on this account, probably, regarded by him with 
fingular pleafure. " How cheap is fame," he faid, "* when obtained 
" by fighting againft fuch an enemy 15 ?" And in the triumphs 

which he afterwards led in the fequel of thefe wars, the trophies of 

this particular victory were diftinguifhed by labels, expreffing in 
ihefe words, " I came, I faw, I vanquimed *V' 

From the peculiar oftentation of the eafe with which this victory 
was obtained, appearing to Csfar as a meafure of his own fuperi- 
ority to Syila and Pompey, we may fufped that vanity, not lefs than 
ambition, was the fpring of that emulation from which he had raifed 

14 Hinios de Bdlo Alex. Vclleius. Florus. Liv. Epitome, &c. 
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fuch a flame in the empire l6 . Having, by this defeat, extingui/hed c HA P 
all- the hopes and pretenfions of Pharnaces, he reftored Domitius 
Calvinus to his command in that quarter,, and to a general infpection 

of affairs in Afia. This province, which had furnifhed a principal 
fupply to the public revenue of the State, as well as to the private- 
fortune of Roman adventurers, was now made to pay large con- 
tributions in name of arrears of what had been promifed to Pompey, 
or of forfeiture for offences committed' againft the victorious part}-*. 

Gefar, having iflued his orders for the contributions to be levied 
in Afia, fet out by Galatra and Bithynia towards Greece, in his way 
'to Italy ; he landed at Tarentum, having been near two years abfent 
from Rome. Many citizens had waited near twelve months at Brun- 
difium in anxious expectation of his coming, and under great un- 
certainty of the reception they were to meet with. Cicero, being of 

this number, fet out for Tarentum as foon as he heard of Csefar's ar- 
rival, and met him on the road. When he prefented himfelf, Ca?far 

alighted from his carriage, received him with marks of refpect, and 
continued to walk and to difcourfe with him afide for fome time. 

There is no particular account of what pa (Ted between them in this 
converfation. On the part of Cicero, probably, were ftated the rea- 
sons which he a/figns, in a letter to Atti'cus, for his conduct before 

* 

the battle of Pharfalia, bearing, that he had been averfe to the 
war, that he thought the republic had nothing to gain by the victory 
of either party, and diat he joined Pompey, more influenced by the 
opinion of others, than decided in his own w . Under thefe impref- 
iions, though courted by Cfefar, who wifhed to have the credit 
ef his name in fupport of the meafures now to be taken at Rome, he 
chofe to withdraw to a life of retirement, and devoted his time to 
literary amufements and ftudies* At this time he probably compofed. 
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moft of Lis writings on the fubjed of eloquence, as he did fome 
time afterwards thofe which are termed his philofophical works *\ 

Csfar arrived at Rome in the end of the year feven hundred and 
fix of the Roman sera, in which he had been named a fecond time 
Dictator. This year, as has been related, he had pafled chiefly in 
E^vpt. Being elected, together with M. Emilius, Coriful for the 



himfelf, 



.jriftrate 



tranquillity of the city, which had been difturbed in his abfence, and 
to wipe away the reproach which the levities of Antony had brought 
on his party. H( 



He ftifled the unreafonable hopes of a general aboli- 
tion of debts, with which Dolabella had flattered the more profligate 
part of the community. He told the People, on this occafion, that 
he himfelf was a debtor ; that he had expended his fortune in the 
public fen-ice, and was ftill obliged to borrow money -for the fame 
purpofes. With refpecT to the general policy of the city, and the 
cafe of infolvent debtor?, he revived the laws which he himfelf had 
procured, about two years before, in his way from Spain to Epirus. 
But while he appeared to be intent on thefe particulars, his thoughts 
were chiefly occupied in preparing to meet the war which the remains 
of the antient Senate and of the republican party were refuming 

againft him in Africa. 

This province, in which Varus, fupported by the king of Nu- 
midia, had been hitherto able to keep his ftation as an officer of the 
commonwealth, was now become the fole or the principal refuge of the 

republican party. Three hundred citizens, many of them Senators, 

and exiles from Italy, as well as fettlers in that province, had affem- 
bled at Utica, and conlidering every other part of the empire as under 

*he influence of a violent ufurpation, ftated themfeives as the only 
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free remains of the Roman republic ; held their meetings in the ca- 
pacity of Senate and People ; authorifed, under thefe tides, the levies 
that were made in the province, and contributed largely to fupply the 

expence of the war. Many officers of name and of rank, Labienus, 
Afranius, Petreius, as well as Scipio and Cato, with all the remains 

they had faved from the wreck at Pharfalia, were now ready to renew 

the war on this ground. The name of Scipio was reckoned ominous 

of fuccefs in Africa, and that of Cato, even if the origin or occafion 

of the prefent conteft were unknown, was held a fufficient mark to 
diftinguifli the fide of juftice, and the caufe of the republic. 

Thefe leaders of die republican party, having a confiderable force 

at fea, and having accefs to all. the ports, not only of Africa, but 

likewife of Sicily, Sardinia, and Spain, had furniihed themfelves 

plentifully with all the neceflaries for war **. They had muftered ten 
legions, which, according to the eftablifhment of that time, may 

have amounted to fifty thoufand Roman foot. They had twenty 
thoufand African horfe, a great body of archers and flingers, with a 
. hundred and twenty elephants. They expe&ed to be joined by the 
king of Numidia, who, to the eftablifhed chara&er of his country- 
men forftratagem and valour, joined the glory of his late victory 
over Curio ; and was fuppoied to mufter, at this time, befides nu- 
merous "bodies of horfe, of archers, of /lingers, and a great troop of 
elephants ; thirty thoufand foot, armed and marlhalled, for the moft 
part, in the manner of the Roman legion 30 . 

The armv already in Africa, as well as the remains of the fea and 
land forces of Pompey, who were lately arrived from Macedonia, were 
willing, as has been mentioned, to have placed Cato at their head. But 
-the eftablifhed order of the commonwealth, for which allthe party con- 
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tended, requiring that Scipio, who was of confular rank, mould have 
the preference, Cato, who had no more than the rank of Prsetor, and 
who could not be acceffary to the infringement of any eftabliflied or 

conftitutional form, declined the command. By this circumftance 

we are deprived of an opportunity to judge how far the military 
abilities of this great man kept pace with his integrity, judgment, and 
courage in civil and political affairs. 

Scipio being the officer of higheft rank in the republican party, 

and having the fupreme command of their forces, notwithftanding 

that the coafls of Italy were expofed to his attempts, and not- 

withftanding that the condition of Csfar himfelf, if hi9 fituation 

at Alexandria had been known, gave fufficient opportunities for en- 
terprize, took all his meafures for a defensive war. 

Such was the ftate of affairs in Africa when Cacfar, who, with alt 

Hs military character and authority, frequently experienced the dif- 
ficulty of commanding mere foldiers of fortune, taught to diveft 
themfelves of civil principle, or regard to public duty, was likely to 
perifh in a mutiny of his own army, and to end his career by the 
fwords which he himfelf had whetted againft the republic. 

The legions, which after the defeat of Pompey had been ordered 
into Italy, becoming mfolent in the poffeffion of a military power 
which they faw was to be formed on the- ruins of the common- 
wealth, and feeling their own importance, efpecially in the abfence 
of their leader, would not be commanded by fubordinate officers ^ 
nor did they, on the return of Cxfar himfelf, difcontinue habits 
of diforder and licence which they had fome time indulged. Beings 
ftationed in the neighbourhood of Capua, from whence it was ex- 
peeled they mould embark for Africa, they decamped without or- 
ders, and marched towards Rome ; paid no regard to the authority 
cf Salluft, who, in the capacity of Praetor, with which he had 
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been vefted by Csefar, endeavoured to flop them, killed many 
officers and perfons of rank who ventured to oppofe them, and threw 
the city into great confternation. On the approach of this for- 
midable body, Casfar himfelf is iaid to have wavered in his re- 
folution. He had fome troops attending his perfon, and there 
was a legion which Antony had ftationed in the city on occafion of 
the late commotions. With thefe he at firft propofed to meet and 
refift the mutiny 5 but he recollected, that even thefe troops might 
be infefted with the fame fpirit of difobedience, and that if he were 
not able to command by his authority, and were forced to draw the 
fvvord againft his own army, the whole foundations of the power he 
had ere&ed muft fail. While he was agitated by thefe reflections, 
he fent an officer with orders to enquire for what,purpofe the muti- 
nous legions advanced ? This officer was told, " That they would 
" explain themfelves to Csefar." Having this anfwer, and expecting 
their arrival at the gates, he chofe that they mould appear to do by 
his permiffion, what they were likely to do without it ; he therefore 
fent them another meffage, informing them that they had his leave 
to enter the city with their arms. They accordingly came in a body, 
and took poffeffion of the field of Mars. There, contrary to the advice 
of his friends, they were received by Ca;far himfelf in perfon. Being 
raifed on a confpicuous place, they crowded around him ; and, from 
many different quarters at once, complained of the fcanty rewards 
which they had received 50 , enumerated their fervices and the hard- 
{hips they had fuffered, and with one voice demanded their inftant 
difcharge. Csefar knowing that they only meant to extort fome con- 
ceffions, which they hoped the confideration of the war, which was. 
ftill impending in Africa, would oblige him to make j that they were 
far ftofli wifhing to be difmiffed, or to refignthofe arms to which they 

* 
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owed their own confequence, and on which they grounded their 
prefent prefuxnption, affe&ed to comply with their requeft, owned 
that their demand was highly reafonable ; adding, that the fervice for 
which they had been hitherto retained was now at an end, and that 

he was fenfibie they were worn out, and unfit to contend with new 

fatigues. 

Caefar, in concluding a fpeech which he made to this purpofe,. em- 
ployed the appellation of $>uiriies y or fellow citizens ; and obferved 

how proper it was that aD, who had ferved out the legaF time, mould 
receive the accuftomed difmiffion. In fpeaking thefe words, he was 

interrupted by a general cry, that they were no Quirites, but foldiers,. 

willing to ferve. It is alleged, that the name of Roman citizens z \ 

though the moft refpe&able form of addrefs in the political aflemblies 

of the People, carried contempt to thefe military adventurers, and 
infinuated a ftate of degradation from that in which they affected to 

ftand. An officer who was prepared for the.occafion, or who wifhed 
to improve this fentiment in favour of Csfar, defired to be heard ^ 
made an apology for what was paft, and offered to pledge himfelf 

for the duty and future obedience of the troops. He was anfwered 
by Cxfar, That the fervices of this army were now of little moment 

to him; that as they deured their difmHITon, while by their own 

confeffion they were yet in condition to ferve, he had taken his refo- 

lution, and fhould lnftantly difmifs them with the ufual rewards* 
" No man," he faid, " mall complain that in time of need I em- 
tt ployed him, and now at ray eafe forget the reward that is due to 
" him- Such as continue in the fervice until the public tranquillity 
" is fully reflored fhall have fettlements in land ; fuch as have received 
w promifes of money at any time during the war, fhall be paid now,. 
" or in a little time hereafter, with intereftV' He concluded, how- 
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ever, with faying, " That as he alked no man to remain in the 
" fervice, fo he fhould not reject the duty of thofe who were will- 

u ing to abide by their colours j that he owed this indulgence to their 
" prefent requefts, and to their merit on former occafions." The whole 
with one voice defired to be comprehended in this ad of indulgence, 
and went headlong into all the extremes of fubmuTion, as they had 
•lately gone into every excefs of diforder and infolence ; Caefar was 
thus again in full pofTeffion of his power ; but he did not venture to 
punifh the authors of the mutiny. It was fafer to reward fuch as 
were confpkuous in any particular merit ; he therefore fdected a 
few to be diftinguiflied by immediate effects of his bounty, and put 
the remainder in motion towards Africa, where they might have art 
opportunity of earning future rewards and the pardon of paft of- 
fences ; and where they might fpend againft enemies that fury 
which, at every interval of leifure to recoiled: their pretentions 
and their confequence, they were fo likely to turn againft their 



leader l \ 

The year was now, according to the vulgar computation at Rome,, 
and in confequence of the ufual intercalations being neglected, nomi- 
nally advanced to the middle of December, but was in reality little 
paft the autumnal equinox or was in the end of September, when 
Ca?far, having made the proper arrangements in the city, and in the 
manner related, appeafed the mutiny which threatened to deprive him. 
of his army, was again in motion to cany the war into Africa. The- 
feafon, which was thought unfit for operations at fea,. and which had 
actually forced his antagonift's fhips into port, gave him. the opportu- 
nity he wi(hed for to effect his- paflage into that province.. He kriewr 
that the enemy's fleet could not continue to cruize for any time to> 
ebferve his motions; and that he might efcape them with the advan- 
tage of a favourable wind, he had chofen the fame opportunity, and; 
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in die fame feafon, two years before, to tranfport his army into 
Macedonia againft Pompey, who, trufUng to the numbers and vigi- 
lance of his fleet, fuffered himfelf to be furprifed, and to be dif- 
pofieffed of a country which he occupied with fo fuperior a force. 
Csfar having gained fo much on that occafion, by the rapidity of 
his motions, now made war with many accumulated advantages of 
reputation and power, which increafed his boldnefs, and facilitated 

his fuccefs. 

Having ordered troops and fhipping from different quarters of Italy 
to aflemble at Lillybsum, from whence he had the fhorteft paffage 

to Africa, he himfelf arrived there on what was nominally the 
feventeenth of December, but in reality no more than the thir- 
tieth of September; and although he found no more of his 
army arrived than one legion, or five thoufand men, of the new 
levies, and fix hundred horie, he ordered thefe, notwithftanding, to 
embark on board fuch mips as were then in the harbour ; and if the 
wind had ferved, would have inflantly failed, even with this fmall 
force, trading that he might be able to furprife fome port on the 

oppofite £hore, and prepare a fafe landing-place for the troops that 

were to follow. But while he continued windbound at Lillyb&um, 
he was joined fuccefiively by a number of legions, which he ordered 
to embark as faft as they arrived ; and, that they might be ready to 
put to fea with the firft fair wind that ferved, fent the tranfports to He 

under an ifland near the mouth of the harbour. 

Being in this ftate of readinefs with fix legions, or about thirty thou- 
fand foot, together with two thoufand horfe ; and the wind .coming fair 
on the twenty-eight of December, or, as it is computed, on the twelfth 
of October, he himfelf went on board, and leaving orders for the 
troops that were fliil in motion towards Lilly bseum to follow him 
without delay, he fet fail for the neareft land in Africa. Not know- 
ing of any port to which he might fecurely repair, he could not, as 
uiual, a%n a place of general refort in cafe of reparation, and only 

gave 
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gave orders to the fleet to keep clofe together ; and deferred the choice 
of a landing-place till after he fhould have obferved the coaft, and feen 
m what part of it the enemy were leaft guarded againft a defcent. Soon 
after he got to fea a ftorm arofe, which difperfed the fleet ; he him-? 
felf, with the fhips that Rill kept him company, after being toffed four 

days in a paflage.of no more than twenty leagues, got under the land 
of the promontory of Mercury, and from thence, to avoid the forces 

of the enemy, which were Rationed near Utica and round the bay of 

Carthage, fleered to the fouthward. 

The coaft of Africa, from this cape or promontory to the bottom 
of the great Syrtes, over three degrees of latitude, or about two 
hundred miles, extends directly to the fouth. It abounds with con- 

fiderable towns, which, on account of their commerce, were an- 
ciently called the Emporia? ; and by their wealth, tempting the rapa- 
city both of the Numidians and of the Carthaginians, were long a 
fubject of contention between thefe powers, Adrumetum lay on 
one fide of a- fpacious bay, bounded by the head of Clupea on the' 
north, and that of Vada on the fouth. The fouthern coaft of this 
bay contained, befides Adrumetum, the following feaports : Rufpina, 
Leptis, and Thapfus ; the bay itfelf extending from the firft of thefe 
places to the Iaft about thirty-fix miles. Scipio had fecured Adru- 
metum and Thapfus, being the extremity of this line, with con- 
fiderable forces. In order to render the province unfit for the re- 
ception of an enemy, he had laid wafte the country, and had col- 
lected all the provifions and forage into thefe and other places of 

ftrength for the ufe of his own army. 

Confidius being Rationed at Adrumetum with two legions, and 

Virgilius with a proper force at Thapfus, the ports of Rufpina and 
Leptis, as well as many of the inland towns, were intrufted to the 
keeping of their own inhabitants. But thefe, on account of the ge- 
neral devastations lately committed by order of Scipio, were ex- 
tremely 
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tremely difafiected to bk party, and inclined to favour any enemy 

agtinfi: him. 

Cato was ftationed at Utica as the laft retreat of the Roman Se- 
nate, the centre of all their refources, and the feat of their councils, 

Scipio had collected the main body of his army near to the fame 
place, fuppofed to be the principal object of any attempt that might 
be made from Italy. 

Labienus and Petreius had feparate bodies, at proper Rations, to 

guard the inlets of the coall round the bay of Carthage j and were 

fo difpofed of, that they could eafily join and crofs over land to the 

bay of Adrumetum upon any alarm of an enemy, from that fide. 

Varus had the direction of the fleet. He had kept the fea during 
fummer and on the approach of autumn, but had then withdrawn to 
Utica, and laid up his fhips for the ftormy feafon. 

Cxfar, however, according to his cuftom of taking opportunities 
when his enemies were likely to be off their guard, venturing to fea, 
even in this feafon, feems to have had no information to direct 
him on his approach to the coaft, befides the general report that the 
enemy were ftrongeft and mod to be avoided in the bay of Carthage. 
In this belief he pafTed the head-lands of Clupea and Neapolis, and 

flood in to the bay of Adrumerum. Being feen from the fhore, he 

was followed by Cn. Pifo from Clupea, with three thoufand Numidian 
horfe, and was received at Adrumetum by Confidius, with a force 

greatly fuperior to that with which he himfelf had brought to the coaft. 
But fo little had he attended to the ftrength of the enemy, or fo much 
was he determined to brave it, that he landed near Adrumetum 
on the nominal firft of January, or about the middle of October, 
with three thoufand foot and an hundred and fifty horfe. This ha- 
zardous ftep his high reputation feemed to require or to juflify. 
The enemy might not be apprifed of his prefent weaknefs, it being 
occafioneu to the accidental feparation of his fleet. They were 

* likely 
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likely to be awed by his name, and to remain at a diftance long 
enough to let him be joined by the remainder of his army. In the 
mean time he fupported the courage of his own people, by proceeding 
againft the enemy with his ufual confidence. 

The garrifon of Adrumetum, upon this fudden appearance of a 
force which came to attack them, were thrown into fome confufion, 
and Confidius, inftead of taking meafures to crufh fo inferior an 
enemy before he ihould receive any reinforcement, thought of nothing 
but how to fecure himfelf from furprife ; flint his gates, manned his 
walls, and placed all the troops under his command at their pofts 
of alarm. Csefar, to confirm him in this difpofition, fent him a 
fummons to furrender at difcretion ; and afterwards, at the fug- 
geftion of Plancus, who had been in habits of intimacy with Con- 
fidius, endeavoured to corrupt or to gain him by an infinuating 
meflage ; but this officer, being more a man of integrity than he had 
fhewn himfelf to be an able general, ordered the bearer of the mef- 
fage to be put to death, and fent the letter unopened to Scipic. 

Casfar having received no return to his meffage, and fufpecling 

that his attempt to corrupt the commander of the forces at Adru- 
metum might betray his weaknefs, after only one night's flay in this 
dangerous iituatton, determined, on the day after he landed, to 
remove to fome place of greater fecurity. With this view he 
marched to the fouthward, and though haraffed in his rear by the 
enemy's horfe, continued his march without any confiderable in- 
terruption or lofs. As he advanced to Rufpina, a deputation 
from the inhabitants of that place came forward to meet him, with 
offers of every accommodation it was in their power to fupply, and 
of an immediate reception into their town. He encamped one night 
under their walls ; but being inclined to fee more of the coaft, and 
not being in condition to divide his little force, he proceeded with 
the whole to Leptis. Her,e he was received with equal favour; and 
Vol. II. 3 X having 
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B 0 OK having entered the town, took meafures to protcfl; the inhabitants 

from, the iicendoufnefs of his own people. 

This was a convenient poft for the reception of his tranfportS'j 
and a few of them accordingly, having fome ■ cohorts of foot and 
troops of horie on board, it being now the third day after he him- 
felf had debarked, or about the twentieth of October, put in to the 
harbour of Leptis. By the report of perfons who came in thefe 
fhips he learnt, that numbers of the fleet, after they had parted com*- 
pany, appeared to he fleering for Utica ; a courfe by which they 
mull either ma into the hands of the enemy, or lofe much time 

* 3 

before they could correct their miftake, or recover their way to the 
four h ward, . 

In a flate of anxious fufpence, occafioned by thefe circum fiances, 
Crfar ieems to have deliberated, whether it were not proper for him 



again to embark ; ark! -in confequence oi his doubts, probably, though 
under pretence of the want of forage, he ftill kept his cavalry on 
board, and with great difficulty- continued to fupply them with frefla . 
water from -the land. But as foon.as. he determined to keep his foot- 
ing in Africa, lie landed his cavalry, and took the neceflary meafures 
to procure fupplics of proviuons by fea. He fent back the empty 
transports to. receive any troops that might be arrived at Lillybamm, 
zzd ordered ten galleys. from the harbour at Leptis to cruize for the 
mi: ling mips of his lafl embarkation. He diipatched expreffes to Sarr • 
dinia and other maritime provinces, with orders to haften the rein- 
forcements of troops and the luppiies of proviuons which were expected 
from thence ; and having intelligence that the enemy had fome. ma- 
gazines in the LGand gi Cercina,. near the coaft of Africa, he fent' 
thither Crifpus Salluftius, the celebrated hiitorian, now ferving in . 
his armv, to endeavour to fccure tlioie magazines for his ufe. 

Being determined to keep both the ports of Rufpina and Leptis-, 
which the enemy feemed to have abandoned to him, he was now, 

t by 
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by the arrival of the cohorts which joined him at Leptis, in con- c H a p. 
dition to garrifon the town with three thoufand men, while he him- i . ■ — j 
felf returned with the remainder of thole who were landed, to keep 
his pofleflion, at the fame time, of Rufpina. This place being un- 
provided of ever} 7 ' neceffary for the fupport of a garrifon, he deter- 
mined to try what proviiions could be found in the neighbourhood 
to fublift his troops till they could be otherwife fupplied, or enabled 
to penetrate farther into the country* For this purpofc he advanced 
with the whole of his little army to forage, hllowed by all the car- 
riages that could be affembled, and had them loaded with corn, wood, 
and other neceflaries, to form fome fpecies of magazine for the 
troops he intended to place in the town. As foon as he had eflected 
this fervicc, it appeared that he iiad taken the refolution to go in 

pcrfon in fearch of the transports, on board of which the greater 
part of his army was.difperfed. And with this view having polled 
ton cohorts at Rufpina, he himfelf, with the leven others, that made 
the whole of his ftrcngth now on more, went down to the harbour, 
which was about two miles from the town, and embarked in the night. 

The troops that were to be left at Rufpina, without the leader, 
in whom their confidence was chiefly repofed, were aware of their 

danger ; fo few, furrounded with numerous armies who were likely 
to affemble againft them. They had now been three days on more, 
and the enemy had full time to be apprifed of their fituation and 
of their weaknefs. The prefence of their general had hitherto fup- 
ported their courage ; they relied on his abilities to repair the effects 
whether of miftake or temerity ; but in his abfence they loft all hopes, 
and expected to become an eaiy prey to their enemies, 

Cafar, however, fully determined to put to fca, having pan: the 
night on board, itill continued at anchor; when at break of day 
being about to weigh, fome veffcls came in fight, and were known 

to be a part of the fleet which he fo anxioufly looked for. Thefe 

^Xa ' were 
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were foon followed by other fhips which appeared fucceffively, and- 
brought him the greater part of the fix legions with which he had 

originally failed from Lillybseum. Being thus prevented in his in- 
tended excurfion, he returned to Rufpina, and.- took poft between the 

town and the fiiore. 

In the mean time it appears, vhat Labienus and Petreius, com- 
manding the horfe and light troops of Scipio's army, in the. angle 
that is formed by the promontory of Clupea, between the bays of 

Carthage and Hadrumetum, having intelligence that Csefar was 
landed, with the utmolt diligence affembled their forces, and marched 
towards the coaft from which they had received the alarm. 

Caeiar had taken a defeniive ftation behind the town of Rufpina, 
the place which he chofe for the refort and fafe reception of his con- 
voys and reinforcements by fea ; but he was far from limiting his 
plan of operations to the defence of this place. On the fourth or 
fith day after his landing, although by hh own account he had yet no 
intelligence of the enemy's motions, he thought proper to continue 
the alarm he had given, and marched from Rufpina with a body 
of thirty cohorts, or about fifteen thoufand foot, and four hundred 
horfe, to penetrate into the country to obferve its fituation, or to 
extend the fource of his fupplies. After he had begun his march 

for this purpofe, and was about three miles from his camp, the 
parties that were advanced before him fell back on the main body, 
and informed liim that they had been in fight of an enemy. Soon 

after this report clouds of dull began to rife from the plain, and 
about noon an army appeared in order of battle. To obferve them 

more nearly, Csefar, after he had made the fignal for the cohorts to 
form, and to be covered with their helmets, went forward with a fmall 

party to vie v.- the enemy. He faw be dies of cavalry in every part 
of the field ; and from the imperfect view which could be had of 

them, as the air was clouded with duft, he fuppofed their line to confift 

5 intirely 
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intirely of horfe* < He thought himfelf fecure againft fuch an enemy, 
provided he could fuflkiently extend, his front and cover his flanks ; 
and for this purpofe he divided his fmall body of horfc to the right and 
the left ; and that he might not be outlined, diminflied the depth to 
increafe the length of his ordinary column. In making this difpo- 
fition, however, he had miftaken the enemy's force ; it did not confift, 
as he fuppofed, intirely of cavalry, but of troops of horfe interfperfed 
at intervals with bodies of foot, and he had not obferved that con- 
siderable detachments were fent under cover of the hills to turn his 
flanks, and fall upon his rear. 

Under thefe difadvantages on the part of Csefar, the action began 
in front by a fcattered charge of the Numidian horfe, who came in 

fquadrons from the intervals at which they were placed among the 

infantry, and advancing at full gallop, threw their javelins and darts, 
andprefently retired to their former fituation. In this retreat, under 
cover of the infantry whofe intervals they occupied, they inftantly 
rallied, and prepared to repeat the charge. 

While Ccefar's infantry was occupied in front with this unexpected 
mode of attack, his horfe were defeated on the wings ; and the enemy^ 
in confequence of the difpofition they had made, were already on 
his right and left, even began to dole on his rear, and, by the fupe- 
riority of their numbers, were enabled to continue the impreflion 
they made on every fide ; his men giving way, to fhun the arrows 
and darts of the enemy, were prefled from the flanks to the centre ; 
fo that they were forced into a circle, without any diftindion of 
front or rear, and were galled with a continual difcharge of mif- 
liles, which did great execution \ 

Csefar, who fo far had fuffered himfelf to be furprifed and over- 
reached, in this difficult fituation, took the benefit of that con- 
fidence which his known ability and prefence of mind ever pro- 

* Cicfaris copiie in orbem compulfis, intra caocellos omnes conjcfti pugnare cogebnntur. 
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■cured him nom his troops. Recollecting that the enemy mull have 
weakened their line in ever)' part, by attempting to ftretch it over fo 
great a circumference, he prevailed on his legions again to extend 
their rank?, ordered the cohorts to face alternately to the right and the 
left, and making a front in both directions, charged the enemy on 

the oppofue fide?, and drove them in both ways to a diftance from 
the ground. Without attempting, however, to improve his ad- 
vantage, or to urge the purfuit, he took the opportunity of the ene- 
my* s night to erTecl his own retreat, and fell back to the camp behind 
Rnipina, from which he had moved in the morning. 

The ipeedy march of Labienus and Petreius, from a diftance which 
could not be ids than eighty or a hundred miles, accomplished by 

the fourth or fifth day after the arrival of Csefar, and their dilpo- 

Sricn on the dav of battle, to avail themfelves of their numbers and 

manner of fighting, was able and fprrited. But the event is fuilicient 

to mow that the ule of mere miffile weapons in the open plain againft 

troops who are armed and difciplined for clofe light, although it 
may harafs and diftrefs an enemy, cannot have any decifive effecl:. 

In about three days after this encounter, Ccefar had intelligence 
that Scipio himfelf was advancing with the whole force of his in- 
fantry, confuting of eight legions, or about forty thoufand men, and 

four thoufand regular horfe : an army which he was not in con- 
dition to oppofe in the field, and which obliged him, contrary to his 
uiual practice, to adopt a plan of defence. Rufpina lay along the 
coafr, and at the diftance of two miles from the fhore. As his 
army lay behind the town ; covering part of the fpace between it 
and the La with the fortifications of his camp, he threw up an in- 
tre-chment from his camp on one lide, and from the end of the 
town en the other, quite to the ihore ; fo that, by means of the 
town in frc the fortifications of his camp and thefe lines in Hank, 
the whole f; ..ce between Rulrina and the fca was covered with 
-^crks. And the harbour was thus fecured from any attempts of live 

enemy. 
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enemy. la order to man and defend thefe fortification?, he landed his 1 
engines from the galley?, and brought the manners to fcrvc them on v 
fliore. 

The choice of this fituation, cooped up in a narrow place, ex- 

p 

pofed to be deprived of any communication with the country, migl:?, 
in cafe the enemy had feizetl their advantage, or in cafe the reinforce- 
ments which Csefar had expected from the fea, had by any accident 
been long delayed, have expofed him to the greateft calamities. Me 
himfelf would not have neglected to hem in an enemy io potted with 
a line of circumvallation j but the undertaking was too vaft for thefe • 

who were oppofed to him,, and he was fufiered in fafety to wait the 
arrival of his reinforcements, and to collect fome immediate fupply 

of provifions from the neighbouring country, as well as to receive " 
convoys which he had ordered from every maritime province* 

"While Crefar remained in this port, Scipio arrived at Adrumetum, 
and having halted there a few days, joined Labienus and Petrcius in 
the ftation they had chofen, about three miles from the town of Ruf- 
pina. Their cavalry immediately over-ran the country, and inter- 
rupted the fupplies which Ccefar derived from thence. The fpace he 
had inclofed within his entrenchments being about fix fquare miles, 
was foon exhaufted even of forage or pafture, and his horfes reduced 
to feed on fea weed, which was ftceped in frefli water, in order to • 
purge it as much as poflible of its fait. 

To encourage the hopes which Scipio entertained from all thefe' 
circumftances, the king of Numidia, with a powerful army, was on. 

the march, and likely to join- him before Gefar could receive any 
confiderable addition to his prefent force; but whatever might have 
been the eonfequence of this junction, if it had really taken place, . 

it was delayed for fome time by one of thefe ftrokes of fortune to 
which* human forefight cannot extend, Publius Sitius, a Roman 

citizen r , 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



citizen, who had been an accomplice with Cataline in his defigns 
airainfr the republic, and who, on this account, had fled beyond 
reach of the Roman power, had affembled a band of w r arriors or 
lawlefs banditti, at the head of which he made himfelf of confe- 

quence on the coafls of Africa, and was admitted fuccefli vely- to join 
the forces of different princes in that quarter. Being now in the fervice 
of Bogud, king of Mauritania, and being difpofed to court the fa- 
vour of Cxfar, or hoping to make his peace at Rome by means of a 
perfon fo likely to be at the head of the Roman ftate, he perfuaded 
the king of Mauritania to take advantage of Juba's abfence, and 
with fuch troops, as he had then on foot, to invade the kingdom of 
Numidia. Juba being about to join Scipio near Rufpina, when the 
news of this invaiion of his own country overtook him, found him- 
felf obliged not only to return on his march, but to call off from his 
allies great part of the Numidian light troops, who were already in 
their camp. 

Scipio, though thus difappointed of the great acceffion of force 
which he expected to receive by the junction of Juba, and though 

even fomewhat reduced in his former numbers, flill continued to act 
on the offenfive ; and in order to brave his enemy, and to receive 
fome fpecies of triumph from fuppofed offers of battle, repeatedly 
formed his army on the plain between the two camps. In repeating 
thefe operations, he advanced frill nearer and nearer to Cxtas s en- 
trenchments, and feemed to threaten his camp with an attack. In 
return to this infult, or to take off its effects, Csfar, knowing the 
ftrength of his works, affected to hear of the enemy's approach with 
indifference ; and without moving from his tent, gave orders for the 
ordinary guards, which lay without the entrenchments, not to be 
diicompofed, but as foon as the enemy approached them, to retire 
behind the parapet with the utmoft deliberation ; and Scipio, upon 
this reception, when feemingly moft bent on affaulting the lines, being 

Citisfied 
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fatisfied as ufual with .this dilplay of his fuperiority, returned to his c 



ramp. 

During thefe operations, and while Juba was ftill detained in Nu- 
midia by the diverfion which Sitius had occafioned in his kingdom, 
Caefar had frequent deferters from the African army, and received 

■ 

deputations from different parts of the country, with profeffions of 
attachment to himfelf as the relation of Marius, whofe memory was 
ftill recent and popular in that province. Among thefe advances, 

which were made to him by the natives of the country, he had a 
meffage from the inhabitants of Acilla, a place fituated about ten 
miles from the coaft, and equally diftant from Adrumetum and 

from Rufpina, offering to come under his protection, and inviting 
him to take poffeffion of their town. The people of this place, like 
mod other towns of the province, were extremely duaffe&ed to 

Scipio, on account of the feverities which he exercifed, by laying 
wafte their pofleflions on the approach of Csefar ; and as they 
dreaded a repetition of the fame meafure, they were defirous to put 

themfelves in a pofture of defence againft him. Ccefar accepted of 
their offer, and fent a detachment of his army, who turning round the 
enemy's flank, after a long night's* march entered the town with- 
out oppofition. Con fid i us having intelligence of what was in agita- 
tion at Acilla, fent a detachment at the fame time from Adrumetum 
to fecure the place ; but coming too late, and finding that the enemy 

9 

had already entered the town, brought forward fome more forces on 
the following day, and endeavoured, but in vain, to dillodge them. 

While Csefar was thus endeavouring to extend his quarters in 

Africa, and to enlarge the fource of his fubfiftence, Criipus Salluflius 
fucceeded in the defign upon which he had been fent to the jfland of 

Cercina, and was able to furnifh a confiderable fupply of provifions 
from thence. There arrived at the fame time from AJlienus, at Lvl- 

Vol, 1L 3 Y lybanim, 
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lybazum, a large convoy and fleet of tranfports, having jn board two 
intire legions, the thirteenth and fourteenth, together with eight hun- 
dred Gauliih cavalry, a thoufand archers and (lingers, and a large 
f apply of provifions. As foon as thefe troops were landed, the tranf- 
ports were fent back to Lillybsum, in order to receive the remainder 
of the aimy which was ftill expe&ed from thence. Thefe fupplies 
and reinforcements at once relieved Csefar's army from the diftrefs 
which they fuffered ; and by fo great an accefhon of ftrength, 
amounting to twelve thoufand men, put him in condition to break 

from the confinement in which he had fome time remained, and to 
a& on the offenfive. 

The firft objecl: upon this change in his affairs, was to feize upon 
fome rifing grounds in the neighbourhood of Rufpina, which Scipio 
had negleSed to occupy, and from thence to purfue fuch advantage 
as he might find againft the enemy. For this purpofe, he decamped 
after it was dark, on the fuppofed twenty- fixth of January or eighth 
of December, and turning by thefhore round the town of Rufpina, 
arrived in the night on the ground which he intended to occupy. 

This was part of a ridge, which runs parallel to the coaft, at a few 
miles diftance from the more, and which, on the north of Rufpina^ 

turns in the form of an amphitheatre round a plain of about fifteen 

miles extent. Near the middle of this plain flood the town of 

Uzita, on the brink of a deep marlhy tract, which is formed by the 

water of fome rivulets that fall from the mountains, and fpreadupoa 
the plain in that place. Scipio had polled a garrifon in the town* 
and had occupied the ridge on one fide of the amphitheatre beyond, 
the marfh, but had neglected the heights, of which Csefar now took 
poiTefiion. It feems, that on thefe heights there remained a num- 
ber of towers, or a fpecies of caftles conftru&ed by the natives in the 

courfe of their own wars. In thefe Caefar was f uruilhed with a 

r 
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number of feparate lodgments, which he joined by Fines, in order to 
continue his communication with the camp he had left, and with the 

port of Rufpina. 

1 He had, in one night, made a confiderable progrefs'in thefe works, 
and being obferved at day-break, Scipio, in order to interrupt him, 
advanced into the plain, and formed in order of battle, about a mile in 

4 

the front of his own encampment. Casfar, notwithstanding this move- 
ment of the enemy, did not at firft think it neceflary to interrupt his 
works ; but Scipio feeming to come forward with intention to attack 
him, while fo great a part of his army was at work, he ordered 
the whole under arms, ftill keeping the advantage of his ground on 

the heights. Some parties of cavalry and light troops came near 
enough to fkirmifli between the two armies, and Labicnus being ad- 
vanced on the right beyond the main body of Scipio's forces, C#far 
fent a detachment round a village to attack him, and obliged him to 
fly in great dilbrder, after having narrowly efcaped being entirely cut 
off. This flight of Labienus fpread fo great an alarm over Scipio's 
army, that the whole, with precipitation, retired to their camp. 

Csefar returned to his poll, and without any farther interruption, con- 
tinued to execute the works he had already begun. As foon as thefe 
were finilhed on the following day, he again formed in order of 

battle, to return the defiance which the enemy had fo often given 
him, while he lay in the lines of Rufpina; and obferving that Scipio 
remained in his camp, he marched on to the town of Uzita, which lay 
between the two armies. Scipio being alarmed for the fafety of this 
place, at which he had depofited fome part of his magazines, advanced 
to Main the troops he had pofted in the town ; and Csefar, believing 

that an action was likely to follow, made a halt, with the town of 

Uzita before his centre, having both his wings extended beyond it to 
the right and the left. Scipio, not to extend his front beyond the 

walls of the town, drew up his army in four lines, confifting of 

3 Y 2 many 
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many feparate bodies interfperfed with elephants ; but as Cajfar did 
not chufe to attack the town, fupported as it was by Scipio's army, 

neither did Scipro chufe to expofe any part of his line by advancing 

beyond it. Both armies having remained in this polture till fun-fet,. 

returned at night to their refpe&ive camps. 

Cxfar £1111 perfifting in his defign to oblige the enemy to hazard a 

battle in defence of Uzita, projected double lines of approach from 
his preient camp to the town. As the place was accefhble to the 
enemy, and when their army lhould be drawn up in order of battle, 
might be made a part of their Rne, it was impoflible for Cdefar to 
inveft the town, or even to approach the walls without hazard of 

being attacked on his flanks from the field, as well as in the centre 
from the town itfeK la order to cover the approach which he in- 
tended to make to the walls, he carried on from his camp on the hills 
two entrenchments on the right and the left, forming a lane of fiif- 
ficient breadth to embrace the town. Between thefe parallel lines his 

troops advanced to the walls with perfecT: fecurity, and under cover 
from any attacks that might be made on. their flanks. As foon as 
this lane was effeded to within the necefl'ary diffance of the walls, he 
threw up in front a brealt work oppofite to the ramparts of the town,, 
and from thence began to conftruct the works that were ufually cm- 
ployed in the redaction of fortified places.- 

During the dependance of this fiege, both parties received great 
reinforcements. Scipio was joined by the king of Numidia, who 
having repelled the enemy who attempted to invade his own king- 
dom, now came with three bodies of regular infantry, formed in the 

manner of the Roman legion, eight hundred heavy armed or bridled 
cavalry, with a great multitude of light or irregular troops. Csefar's 

army, on the appearance of this new enemy, were much dif- 
couraged; but on feeing that Scipio, even after he was joined 
by the king of Numidia, ftill remained on the defenfive> they re- 
fused 

§ 
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fumed their former confidence, and were themfelves foon after rein- 
forced by the arrival of two more legions, the ninth and the tenth, 
who on their firft approach to the coaft, miftook for an enemy fome 

galleys which Csfar had ftationed off the harbour of Thapfus, and 

under this miftake flood off again to fea, where they fufTered many 

days from ficknefs, want of provifions, and of water. 

Thefe legions having been the principal authors of the late mutiny 

in Italy, are faid to have now come without orders, intending to 

evince their zeal, and to court their general's favour, at a time when 
their fervice might be not only acceptable, but necefTary to his fafety. 
The principal hiftorian of this war however, relates only, that 
Cirefar having obferved Tribunes and Centurions of thefe legions to 
have occupied intire tranfports with their own equipage, to the ex- 
clufion of the troops which were then fo much wanted for the fer- 
vice, he took this opportunity to execute a piece of juftice, which he 
had thought proper to remit, or to defer on a former occafion. 
That he difmiffed feveral officers of thefe legions from the fervice, 
with the following' terms of reproach : " For you, who have incited 
" the troops of the Roman people to mutiny againft the republic* 

" who have plundered the allies, and been ufelefs to the ftate ; who, 
" in place of foldiers, have filled tranfports with your fervants and 

" horfes ; who, without courage in the field, or modefty in your 
" quarters, have been more formidable to your country than to her 

" enemies, I judge you unworthy of any truft in the fervice of the 
4i republic, and therefore order you forthwith to be gone from the 
" province, and to keep at a diftance from all the ftations of the 
" .Roman army." 

The other incidents, which are dated by hiftorians during the de- 
pendence of the fiege of Uzita, do not ferve to make us acquainted 
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-vrith its progrefs, or with the detail of its operations. The feafon 

we are told was ftormy, and Csefar's army, in order to crowd the 
mere eafdy on board of the tranfports, had left great part of their 
equipage behind them in Sicily, and were now without any cover- 
ing, beades their fhields, expofed to heavy rains and hail, accompa- 
nied with thunder and appearances of fire, which, to their great 
amazement, inftead of the ordinary flaihes of lightning, became fta- 
ticnary, and for a fenfiblc time continued to flame on the points of 
their fpears. While this fiorm continued, the ground upon which 
they lay was overflowed with water, or wafhed with continual tor- 
rents from the hills. Csfar, neverthelefs, perfifted in the attack of 
Uzita, and feemed Ml to flatter himfelf that the defence of fliis 

place would lay the enemy under forae difadvantage, which might 
furnifh him with an opportunity to decide the war. The armies were 
accordingly often drawn out in order of battle, and were prefent at 
partial engagements of their cavalry or irregular troops, but without 
any general action- 

In the midft of the great expectations which rauft have attended 

the operations of this fiege, Cseiar had one of the many occafions, on 

which he was ever fo ready to commit his genius, his reputation, and 

his life, in acts of feeming temerity, which perfons of inferior abi- 

litv may admire, but never can fafely imitate. Varus, with a fleet 

of fifty galleys, had furprifed and burnt the greater part of his fhip- 
ping at Leptis, and was in chace of Acquila, who, with an inferior 
fquadron, was flying before him to the fouthward. Csefar apprehended 
that the enemy, in confequence of this advantage, if not fpeedily 
checked, mull foon be matters of the fea, fo as to cut off all his fup- 
plies and reinforcements from the coafts. He knew that reputation 

gained or loft on fmall occafions, often decides of the greateft affairs ; 

and that adverfe circumftances, which if fuffered to accumulate, may 
ebfeure the brighteft fortune, can, if feafonably encountered, by 
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daring efforts of refolution and courage, be actually turned to advan- 
tage. He inftantly therefore went in perfon to Leptis, from whence 
he put o if in a barge, and having overtaken his own fquadron, which 
was flying before the enemy, he ordered them to put about, and to 

# 

fteer directly againft their purfuers. Varus was ftruck wii:h this un- 
accountable change in the conduct of his enemy, and fuppofing them 

to have come in fight of fome powerful fupport, he fled in his turn 
and crowding fail, fleered for the port he had left. Cazfar gave 
chace, overtook fome of the heavieft Jailors that fell aftern, and forced 
the remainder to take refuge in the harbour of Adrumetum. Here 
he prefented himfelf with an air of defiance ; and having given this 

turn to the ftate of his affairs at fea, and left peremptory orders 
to his fleet not to refign the advantage which they had gained by the 
enemy's flight, he returned to the attack of Uzita. In fuch actions 
the fortunate often fucceed, becaufe the attempt appears to be impof- 
fible ; and men of great ability may no doubt venture into the midft 

of difficulties, with which perfons of inferior capacity are by no means: 
fit to contend. 

Cxfar, notwithftandmg that by this ftroke of fortune he preferved 
his communication with the fea, and received confiderable fuppliea 
from thence, as well as from the country around him, in which he 
was favoured by the natives; yet being greatly circumfcribed by the 
fuperiority of the enemy's light troops, he fuffered confidently in 
his camp from fcarcity of provifions ; and being, in his prefent ope- 
rations againft Uzita, to fight with a numerous army in detail, behind 
the walls of a fortified town, without being able to engage them upon? 
equal terms in any decifive action,, he took his refolution to difcon- 
tinue the fiege, and remove to a more advantageous ftation.; or to 
undertake fome enterprife, in which he was more likely to fucceed- 
He accordingly decamped in the night, fet fire to the wood and. 

itcaw that was amafTed upon the ground,, left the lanes he had forti- 
fied 
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fied with fo much labour^ and marching by the more, placed his 

baggage between the column of the army and the fea, and thus co- 
vered it from the enemy, who he expe&ed were to follow him by 
the ridge of hills which overlooked the line of his march. 

The retreat of Csefar was fufficient to confirm the leader? of the- 
republican party, in the hopes they had formed of being able to wear 
him out by a dilatory war. They followed him accordingly by the 
heights, and having obferved that he flopped at Agar, a town which 

he held by the afie&ions of the natives, they took poft on three fe- 

veral heights, at the diftance of about fix miles from his camp. In 
this pofition, they were not able to hinder him from making in the 
contiguous villages and fields a confiderable acquisition of provifions 

* 

and forage, which greatly relieved his array ; but, to prevent his 
farther excurfions into the country, and to fecure its produce to their- 
own ufe, they fent two legions, under the command of Caius Mutius 
Reginus, with orders to take poffeffion of the town of Zeta, which 
by about twenty miles from Agar, and on the right at fome diftance be- 
yond their prefent camp. Csfar had intelligence from the natives, that 
thefe troops were frequently employed abroad in colle£Hng provifions 
and forage, and that ibey might eafily be cut off, and the town be 
furpriled. He accordingly formed a defign for this purpofe ; and 
with a view to the execution of it, removed from the plain of Agar, 
and fortified a ftrong camp on a height nearer to the enemy. Here 
leaving a fufficient guard for his lines, he put the remainder of the 
army in motion in the night, paffed by the enemy's -(rations, and 
furprifed the town of Zeta, which he entered by break of day, while 
the greater part of the garrifon had left the place in perfect fecurity, 
and were fcattered in foraging parties over the neighbouring country. 
Having placed a fufficient detachment to fecure this new acquifition, 
ht fet out upon his return, making a difpofition, not to pafs the 

enemy -unobie.Tca, which was no longer pradicable, but to force 

his 
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liis way through any impediment they might oppofc to his march. c u A p - 
The night could no longer be of any advantage to him ; he fet out, 

therefore, by day, leading the governor of Zeta, with P, Atrius, 
who belonged to the aflbciation of Utica, his prifoners, together with 
fome part of Juba's equipage, and a train of camels, loaded with 

plunder which he had taken in the place. 

The enemy were by this time apprifed of his motions. Scipio was 
come out of his lines ; and, not far from Ccefar's route, had polled 
himfelf in order of battle. Labienus and Afranius, with a great 
power of cavalry and light infantry, had taken poffeflion of fome 
heights under which be was to pafs, and were preparing to attack 
him on his flanks, and on his rear. Qefar was aware of thefe diffi- 
culties ; it was neverthelefs neceflary to encounter them. He trufted, 
that the head of his column muft force its way ; and he placed his 
'whole cavalry to cover the rear of his march. When he came abreaft 
of the enemy, being aflailed, as ufual, by the African cavalry with 
peculiar efforts of agility and cunning, he made a halt ; and in order, 
by fome great exertion, if poffible, to clear his way, and procure to 

his people fome refpite in purfuing the remainder of their march un- 

I 

difturbed, he ordered the legions to lay down the loads which 
they ufually carried, and to charge the enemy. They accordingly put 
all the Africans to flight ; but no fooner refumed their march, than 
they were again attacked, and repeatedly forced to renew the fame 
operations. They had already been detained four hours in pafling 
over a hundred paces, or lefs than half a quarter of a mile, from the 
place at which they were firft attacked. The fun was fetting, and 
the enemy were in hopes of being able to oblige them to halt for the 
night on a field, which was deftitute of water. Scipio, for this pur- 
pofe, ftill kept the pofition which he had taken in the morning, and 

from thence obferved, and occafionally fupported, the operations of 
the light troops. 

Vol. II. 3 Z C*far 
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fied with ib much labour, and marching by the Ihore, placed his 
baggage between the column of the army and the fea, and thus co- 
vered it from the enemy, who he expected were to follow him by 
the ridge of hills which overlooked the line of his march. 

The retreat of Csfar was fufficient to confirm the leaden of the- 

republican party, in the hopes they had formed of being able to wear 
him out by a dilatory war. They followed him accordingly by the 
heights, and having obferved that he flopped at Agar, a town which 
he held by the affections of the natives, they took poft on three fe- 
veral heights, at the diftance of about fix miles from his camp. In 

this polltion, they were not able to hinder him from making in the 
contiguous villages and fields a confiderable acquifition of provifions 
and forage, which greatly relieved his army ; but, to prevent his 
farther excurfions into the country, and to fecure its produce to their- 

own ufe, they fent two legions, under the command of Caius Mutius 
Reginus, with orders to take poffeflion of the town of Zeta, which 
lay about twenty miles from Agar, and on the right at fome diftance be- 
yond their prefent camp. Csefar had intelligence from the natives, that 
thefe troops were frequently employed abroad in collecting provifions 
and forage, and that ihey might eafily be cut off, and the town be 
furprifed. He accordingly formed a defign for this purpofe; and 
with a view to the execution of it, removed from the plain of Agar, 

■ 

and fortified a ftrong camp on a height nearer to the enemy. Here 
having a fufrkient guard for his lines, he put the remainder of the 
army in motion in the night, paffed by the enemy's *ftations, and 
furprifed the town of Zeta, w T hich he entered by break of day, while 
the greater part of the garruon had left the place in perfect fecurity, 
and w ere fcattered in foraging parties over the neighbouring country. 
Having placed a fufiicient detachment to fecure this new acquifition, 
he fet out upon his return, making a difpofition, not to pafs the 
enemy Ainobfe.TCvi, wiuch was no longer practicable, but to force 

his 
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•his way through any impediment they might oppofe to his march. 
The night could no longer be of any advantage to him ; he fet out, 
therefpre, by day, leading the governor of Zeta, with P. Atrius, 
who belonged to the aflbciation of Utica, his prifoners, together with 
fome part of Juba's equipage, and a train of camels, loaded with 
plunder which he had taken in the place. 

The enemy were by this time apprifed of his motions. Scipio was 
come out of his lines ; and, not far from Cxhrs route, had pofted 
himfelf in order of battle. Labienus and Afranius, with a great 
power of cavalry and light infantry, had taken poffeflion of fome 
heights under which he was to pais, and were preparing to attack 
him on his flanks, and on his rear. Ccefar was aware of thefe diffi- 
culties ; it was neverthelefs neceffary to encounter them. He trufted, 
that the head of his column muft force its way ; and he placed his 
whole cavalry to cover the rear of his march. When he came abreaft 
of the enemy, being affailed, as ufual, by the African cavalry with 
peculiar efforts of agility and cunning, he made a halt ; and in order, 
by fome great exertion, if poflible, to clear his way, and procure to 
his people fome refpite in purfuing the remainder of their march un- 
difturbed, he ordered the legions to lay down the loads which 
they ufually carried, and to charge the enemy. They accordingly put 
all the Africans to flight ; but no fooner refumed their march, than 
they were again attacked, and repeatedly forced to renew the fame 
operations. They had already been detained four hours in pafiing 
over a hundred paces, or lefs than half a quarter of a mile, from the 
place at which they were firft attacked. The fun was fetting, and 
the enemy were in hopes of being able to oblige them to halt for the 
night on a field, which was deftitute of water. Scipio, for this pur- 
pofe, ftill kept the pofition which he had taken in the morning, and 
from thence obferved, and occafionally fupported, the operations of 
the light troops. 

* 
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B o^o K Csfax perceived the danger to -which he rauft be expofed, if he 
u -y— ; ftiould halt on this ground, and faw the neceffity of continuing his 

march : but obferving, that as often as the cavalry in his rear was 
engaged, whether they repulfed or gave way to the enemy, he was 
obliged to Hop in order to fupport them, or to wait till they had re- 
covered their ftation, he thought proper to change his difpofition, 

brought forward the horfe to the head of his column, and fubftituted 
a chofen body of foot in the rear, who, although under an inceffant 
difcharge from the enemy, continued to move, and enabled him, 
though flowly, to effect his retreat with a regular and uninterrupted 

pace. In this manner, notwithftanding the great danger to which 
he had been expofed, he regained his camp, near Agar, with a very 
inconiiderable lofs. 

Having thus got pofleffion of Zeta, a port on the flank or rear of the 
enemy, Cxfar formed fucceflive defigns on Vacca, Sarfura, and Tyfdra, 
places fimilarly fituated round the fcene of the war. His defign 
on the firft of thefe places was prevented by the Numidians, who, 
having intelligence of his coming, entered before him, and reduced 
the town to afhes. Both armies being in motion for fome days, 
he forced Sarfura ; but advancing to Tyfdra, with the fame inten- 
tion, he thought proper, upon obferving the ftrength of the place, 

, not to make any attempt againft it ; and, on the fourth day, having 
returned to his ftation near Agar, the enemy likewife refumed their 
former pofition. 

While Gefar remained at this poft, he received a reinforcement of 
four thoufand men, confuting chiefly of the fick, who had been left 

behind the army in Italy, and who now joined their legions, together 
with a body of four hundred horfe, and a thoufand archers and 
Gingers, With this acceffion of ftrength, he formed a defign on Tegea, 
which was occupied by a detachment of the enemy, fupported by the 

whole of their army, encamped at the diftance of a few miles behind 
the town ; and having advanced, in hopes to force or furprife it, about 

eight 



OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. 



eight miles on the plain, he was obfervcd by Labienus and Scipio, who 
came forward, at the fame time, about four miles beyond their own 
ftation, in order to fuftain their detachment; Thefe confifting of 
four hundred horfe, divided themfelves on the right and the left of 
the town ; and the main armies being formed in order of battle, with 
this poft between them, Ccefar gave orders, that the party of horfe, 

which ventured to fhew themfelves without the walls of Tegea, 
fhould be attacked. The events which followed this firft encounter, 
brought into action feveral detached bodies, both of horfe and of 
foot, that were lent from the different fides to fuftain the parties en- 
gaged, but did, not lead to any general or decifive action ; and both 
armies retired at night to their refpeclive lines. 

In many of thefe partial engagements which happened in this cam- 
paign, Caefar's cavalry gave way to that of the Africans. In one of 
their flights Cxfar met an officer, who was running away with his 
party, and afFeding to believe him under a miftake, took hold of his 
bridle, " You are wrong," he faid, " for it is this way you mud go 

" to the enemy." Even the legions flood greatly in awe of the Nu- 

midian irregulars, by whom they were, on many occafions, fur- 
prifed with fome new feat of agility or cunning ; and they were 

confiderably intimidated by the number and formidable appearance 

of the elephants, which they knew not how to withftand. To fortify 

the minds of his men, and to prepare them to meet fuch antagonifts, 
Cxfar had a number of elephants brought to his camp, armed and 
harneffed like thofe of the enemy. He exercifed his horfes in pre- 

fence of thefe animals, taught his men in what places to ftrike where 
the beaft was vulnerable, and how to elude their fury. He likewife 
made fome change in the ufual exercife of the legion, fuch as might 
the better qualify his men to baffle or repel the artful and defultory 
attacks of the Numidians ; and as he frequently employed his regular 
troops in foraging- parties, he inured them by degrees to depart from 

3 Z 2 ' their 
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their ufual forms, without lofing their courage, and to recover from any 
cafual diforder into which they might be thrown. To {how his own 

confidence in the fuperiority of his men, he frequently made an offer 
of battle on equal ground ; and, in the manner that was, in their 

turns, common to both parties, drew a fpecies of triumph from his 
enemy's declining to fight. 

In thefe operations the campaign drew on to the middle of Fe- 
bruary, and had lafted about five months ; during this time Csfar 

had iurmounted very great difficulties, arifing from the difpcrfion cf 

■ 

his fleet, the uncertainty of his communication with Italy, and the 
fcarcity of provifions in a country laid wafte or pofleflcd by his ene- 
mies. He was now become mafter of many towns on the coaft, and 

of a coniiderable extent of territory; but from the many objects which 
required his attention in different parts of the empire, he remained 

under great difadvantage in fupporting a dilatory war, in which it ap- 
peared that Scipio and Labienus were refolved to perfift. In order, if 
poffible, to break their meafures, he formed a .defign upon Thapfu8j 
their principal garrifon and fea-port on the fouthern boundaries of 
the province. "With this view he decamped in the night from his 
Ration near Agar, and directing his march to the fouthward, arrived 
before Thapfus on the following day. As he had formerly, in order 
to fecure his convoys againft any attempts from thence, blocked up 
the harbour with his mips, he now feized all the avenues which led 
to the town, and inverted it completely from the land. 

Scipio and J aba, greatly mterefted to preiervs a place of fo much 
cenfequence, put their armies in motion, and, to counteract that of 
Csfar, followed him by the route of the hills* Seeing him inveft 
Thapfus, they took their firil polls on two feparate heights, about 
eight miles from the town. Cadar, with his ufual induftry and difpatch, 
executed lines both of circumvallation and of countervallatiom By 

■ 

thefe lines, which were in the form of a crefcent, terminating at both 
ends in the fea, he embraced the town, and propofed to encamp his 

army 
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army between them. Scipio was fufficiently acquainted with the 
ground, to know, that there was near the harbour a narrow channel^ 

i 

or falt-pit, feparated from the fea, by a fecond beach or fand-bank, 
which it was poffible the enemy might not have obferved, and by 

which he might Hill' have" an entry to the town, or be able to throw 
in his fuccours. He therefore advanced with his whole army; 

and while he made a feint to interrupt Caefar in the works he was 
carrying on, fent a parry to occupy the fand-bank, or to throw them- 
felves into the town of Thapfus by that communication. Cxfar, how- 
ever, had already taken pofleflion of this paflage, and fhut it up 
with three feveral intrenchments or redoubts, fo placed as to fecure 

it at once againft any fallies from thegarrifon, as well as attacks from 
the field. 

The combined' army, on being thus difappointed of any commu- 
nication with the town of Thapfus, remained all the day under arms, 
and gave the enemy an opportunity, which he often affected to defire, 
of terminating the war by a battle. But Cxfar, either becaufe he had 
not fufficiently fortified his intrenchments to~ fecure. his rear from the 
town, or becaufe he would not chufe that moment to fight, when 
the enemy was prepared to receive him, made no advances to engage 
on that day. 

Scipio, remaining- on the fame ground all night, took his refolu- 
tion to encamp, and at break of day appeared to be forming the 
ufual intrenchments. Cx'far had then probably completed his own 
works ; and thinking the opportunity fair, or being determined not 

to fuffer the enemy to effect a lodgment in his prefence, he made 
the ufual fignal to prepare for action; and leaving a proper 
force to man his intrenchments againft the town, drew out the re- 
mainder of his army to the field, ordered part of his fleet to get 
under fail, to turn a head-land in the rear of the enemy ; and as Icon 
as the action began in front, to alarm them with fhouts, or a kinr; 

ft 
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to land and to attack their rear. Having made thefe difpofitions, he 
put his army in motion, and being come near enough to diftinguifh 

the pofture of the enemy, obferved, that their main body was 

already in order of battle, with the elephants difpofed on the wings ) 

and that numerous parties were ftill at work on the lines, within 

which they meant to encamp. He halted, and made a difpofition 
fuitable to that of the enemy. His centre coniifted of five legions, 
hh wings each of four ; the tenth and fecond legions compofed the 
right wing, the eighth and ninth compofed the left. Five cohorts, 
toge:her with the cavalry, were felecled to fupport the archers and 

il:::~ers that were to begin the attack on* the enemy's elephants. 
Cxi'ar himfelf went round every divifion on foot, exhorted the ve- 
terans to be mindful of the high reputation which they had to fup- 
port, and recommended to the new levies to take example from thofe 
who were already pofTeiTed of fo much glory, and who were inftru&ed 
by long experience, in the arts to be practifed in the day of battle 
again ft an enemy. 

While Cxfar was thus employed, the legions of Scipio appeared to 
reel ; they at one time retired behind their iroperfefl works, again 
changed their purpofe, and came back to their ground. Many of 
Cxfar's officers, and many of the veteran foldiers, well acquainted 
with this fign of diftraction and irrefolution, called aloud for the 
fignal of battle. But he himfelf, poflibly to whet their ardour, as 
well as to keep them in breath, again and again halted the whole 
line. 

* 

In this fituation of the two armies, Czfar is faid to have been 
feized with a fit of the epilepfv, to which he was fubjec"t ; a difeafe 

which, although it attacks the feats of underftanding and of fenfe, and 

impends, for a time, all the exercifcs of them in the moil alarming 

manner, does not appear from this example to impair the faculties, 

nor to be incontinent with their higheft meafures, and their ableft ex- 
ertions. 
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ertions. The report, however, is not confident with the narration 
of Hirtius. This hiftorian, although he allows that the troops, in 
the lafl: part of their motion to engage, acted without any orders ; and 
while Cadar wifhed them to advance more deliberately, that they forced 
a trumpet on the right to found the ufual charge, and that the whole 

line, without any other fignal, overwhelming by force all the officers 
who ventured to oppofe them, continued to rum on the enemy : yet 
he obferves that C#far, inftead of being out of condition to aft, took his 

refolution to excite an ardour which he could not reftrain ; and, in or- 
der that he might bring his whole army at once with united force into 
action, commanded all his trumpets to found, and himfelf, mounting 
on horfeback, rode up with the foremoft ranks. The battle began 
tfn the right, where the enemy's elephants being galled with a mower 
of arrows and ftones, reeled back on the troops that were polled to 

fuftain them, trod part of the infantry under foot, and broke over 
the unfinifhed intrenchments in their rear. 

The left of Scipio's army being thus routed, the main body foon 
after gave way ; and the whole fled to the camp which they had 
formerly occupied ; but in their flight, being thrown into the utmoft 
confufion, and feparated from their officers, they arrived at the place to 

wmich they fled, without any perfon of rank to rally or command 
them. In this Hate of confirmation they threw down their arms, and 
attempted to take refuge in the camp of their Numidian ally. But 
this being already in pofTeflion of the enemy, they continued their 
flight to the neareft ^heights ; and being without arms, awaited their 
fate in a ftate of helplefs defpair. When they faw the troops that 
purfued them advance, they made figns of fubmhTion, and faluted 
the victors with a fhout ; but in vain. They were inftantly at- 
tacked by the victorious army of Gefar, who, though affecting, 
clemency on former occafions, now feemed to be actuated with 
a paroxifm of rage and third of blood \ contrary to the orders ; 

I and: 
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nd inzrearics of their general, they put the "whole of this unarmed 
and dcfencelefs multitude to the fword. They are faid, on this oc- 
casion, to have feized the opportunity of fatiating their revenge on 

fame of their own officers who had offended them. One was actually 
murdered, another, being wounded, fled to Ctefar for protection ; 

and many Vperfons of diftinction, Senators and Roman Knights, ob- 
ferring their danger, thought proper to withdraw to fome place of 
concealment, till the prefent fury of the troops mould abate. 

In the beginning of this memorable action, the garrifon of Thap- 
&S had Tallied, but were repulfed with lofs. When the conteft was 
over, Cazfar, to induce the town to furrender, difplayed the trophies 

of victory ; but had no anfwer. On the following day, he drew up 
his army under the walls of the town ; and in that place pronounced 



thanks 



crue. 



what were to be the rewards which he intended, at a proper time, for 
the veterans; and, by fome immediate mark of his favour, diftinguimed 
a few who had fignalized themlelves. He appointed Caius Ru- 
bellius, with three legions, to continue the fiege* of Thapfus, and 
Cn. Domitius, with two others, to reduce Tyfdra ; and having fent 

forward M. Meflala, with a body of horfe on the road to Utica, he 
himfelf followed with the remainder of the armv" 



At Utica were affembled, from every part of the empire, all who 

were obnoxious to Cxfar, or who, from a zeal -for the republic, had 

refufed to fubmit to his power. On the third day after the battle, 

towards night, a perfon who had efcaped from the field of 
battle coming to Utica, this unhappy convention of citizens was 
firuck with the greateft alarm. Under the effects of their- con- 
firmation, they met in the ftreets, ran to the gates, and again 

returned to their fiahirstinnc 



public places, and feparated 



They crowded together in the 



55 Hi*, dc Bello Af. 

confufion. 
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confufion. Cato reprefented to them, that the accounts they rc- c ^ a p. 

ceived might be exaggerated, and endeavoured to compofe their 
fears. As foon as it was day he called them together, and laid before 
them a ftate of the place, of the works, military ftores, provifions, 
arms, and numbers of men ; and .having commended the zeal, which 
they had hitherto ftiown in defence of the republic, , exhorted them 

now to make the proper ufe of the means they ftill had of defending 

themfelves, or at leaft of making their peace in a body : declared, 
that if tbey were inclined to fubmit to the victor, he ihould impute 
their conduct to neceffity ; but if they were determined to relift, lie 
fhould referve his fword for the laft ftuke of the republic, and fhare 
with them in the confequences of a refolution, which he Ihould love 
and admire. He contended, that they were now to confider them- 
felves as affembled, not in Utica, but in Rome ; " That the force of 

" the republic was yet great, and might ftill, as on former occafions, 

" rife again from its ruins j that the forces of Ca?far muft ftill be dif- 



u 
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traded or feparate, to make head againft enemies who were ap- 
pearing in different parts of the empire ; that in Spain his own 
army had deferted from him, and the whole province had de- 

w clared for the fons of Pompey ; that Rome, the head of the com- . 
monwealth, was yet erect, and would not bend under the yoke of 
a tyrant ; that his enemies were multiplying while he feemed to 
deftroy them ; that his own example fhculd inftruct: them ; or 
" rather, that the courage which he exerted in the paths of guilt and 
" of infamy, fhould animate thofe who were about, either to die with 
" honour, or to fecure for their country bleflings in which they 

" themfelves were to fhare." At this aflembly a refolution was ac- 
cordingly taken to defend the city of Utica, and numbers of flaves t 

who were fet free by their m afters for this purpofe, were armed and 

inrolledi- But it foon appeared, that the aflembly confifted of perfons 
unable to perfift in this refolution, and who were preparing feparately 

Vol. II. 4 A to 
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to merit the favour of the conqueror by an intire and early fubmif- 
fion. They foon made a general profeffion of this defign, expreffed 
their veneration of Cato ; but confeffed, that they were not qualified 
to ad vrith him in fo arduous a fcene ; aflured him,, that if they were 
permitted to fend a meflage to Csefar, the firft objed of it fliould be 
to intercede for his fafety ; and that, if they could not obtain it, they 
fhould accept of no quarter for themfelves. Cato no longer oppofed 
their intentions; but faid, that he himfelf muft not be included in 

their treaty ; that he knew not of any right Csefar had to difpofe of 

his perfon ; that what had hitherto happened in the war only ferved 
to convid Carlar of defigns which were often imputed to him, and 
which he always denied. He will now, at leaft, own, he faid, 
that his opponents had reafon for all the fufpicions they fuggefted 

againft him. 

While matters were in this ftate, a party of Scipio's horfe, which 

had eicaped from the field of battle, appeared at the gates of the town, 

and were with difficulty, by Cato's intreaties, hindered from putting 

every Roman, who offered to fubmit to Csefar, as well as the inha- 
bitants of the place, to the fword. Being diverted from this ad of 
violence, and furaiihed with fome money for their immediate fubfift- 
ence, they continued their retreat. Moft of the Senators, who were 
prefent, took fhipping, and efcaped. Lucius Csefar undertook to carry 
to his Hnfman a petition from fuch of the Roman citizens as remain- 
ed; and faid to Cato, at parting, that he would gladly fall at the 
victor s feet to make bis peace. To which Cato anfwered, " If I 
t; were difpofed to make my peace with Csefar, I fliould repair to 
" him in perfon ; but I have done him no wrong, I am not an ob- 
" jed of his pardon, and fhall not requeft what it were infolence in 
" him to offer me as a favour." He, however, on this occafion, 
obferved to his own fon, that it would not become him to leave his 
father. " At a fit time," he faid, " you will put yourfelf on the 

" vidor's 
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*' vigor's mercy; but do not take part in public affairs; the times do C 

w not afford a! ftatiorf in which it would be proper for you to act." 
rt And why " faid the young man, " will you not take the benefit 
* of the victor^ clemency for yourfelf, as well as for me ¥' " I was 
" born to freedom," he faid, " and cannot, in my old age, be re- 
w conciled to fervitude. For you thefe tiroes were dcftincd j and it 
" may become you to fubmit to your fate." Having paffed the day 
in aiding his friends to procure the means of their efcape, he wen 
to the bath, and fupped as ufual, without any marks of dejection or 
affectation of eafe ; arid being retired to his chamber, after fome time 

which he employed in reading,, he killed himfelf. His attendants, . 

upon hearing a noife which alarmed them, burl* open the door, 
and would have drefled the wound, but he tore it up with his hand,- 
and expired in making this effort 36 . Every one, through the day, 
had been anxious to know what was the defign which Cato covered 

under the appearance of fo much concern for others, and of fo little care 
for himfelf. On the firfl: report of his death, multitudes crowded to " 
the door of his quarters, and gave the moft unfeigned demonftrations 
of dejection and forrow. The "colony of Utica, though originally 
hoftile to his caufe, and ftill in the'intereft of Caefar, ordered a public 
funeral, and erected his ftatue in the place of interment. 

m * 

Cato died in the vigour of life, under fifty 5 he was naturally warm 
and affectionate in his temper; comprehenfive, impartial, and ftrongly 
poffeffed with the love of mankind. But, in his conduct, probably " 

became independent of pafiion of any fort, and chofe what was juft 
on its own account. He profeffed to believe, with the feet whofe 
tenets he embraced, that it might or might not, in particular cir- 
cumftances, be expedient for a man to preferve or lay down his life ; 
but that, while he kept it, the only good or evil competent to him 



36 Dio. Caff. Appian. Plutarch. Hirtius de Bello Africano. 
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confifted In the part which he took, as a friend or an enemy to man- 
kind. He had long forefeen the dangers to which the republic was 
expofed, and determined to live only while he could counteract; the 
defigns that were formed againft it 37 . The leader of the fuccefsful 
party thought proper to apologize for himfelf, by decrying the virtues 
of Catoj but. the bulk of mankind, in his own and the fubfequent 
ages, were equally pleafed to extol them ; and he is a rare example 
of merit, which received its praife even amidft the adulation that was 
paid to his enemies 31 ; and was thought, by the impartial, equally 
above the reach of commendation or cenfure 

*7 Sed vcre kudzri ille vir non poteft, nifi *» Cojns gloria: neqne profuit quifqilam 
fcac ornata font ; qnod ille ea, qua; nunc landando, nec vitupcrando qaifquam nocuit, 
font, et fntnra viderit, ct ne fierent conten- qnum ntramque fummis praiditi fecerint in- 
dent, ct facta ne videret, ntam reliqcerit. geniis. Frag. Livii ex Hicronym. Prolog. 
Cicer. ad Att. lib. xii. ep. 4. lib. xi. in Oicam. 

34 See the writings of Virgil and Horace. 
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BOOK V. 

CHAP. I. 

* 

Arrival of Cafar at Utica. Wreck of the Republican Party.— 

Servility of the Roman People. Magnificence and Adminiflration 

of Cafar. His lafl Campaign in Spain.— —Death of the elder 

• of.Pompeys Sons.' Cafar V Return, Triumphs, Honours, and 

Policy in the State.* Spirit of the Times. Source of the Con- 

fpiracy agaiujl Cafar. /// Progrefi.r Death of Cafar. 

■ * 

* 

* 

WHEN Cxhx was informed, on his march from Thapfus, that, 
of all the principal men of the oppofite party, Cato alone re- . 
mained at Utica to receive him, he was at a lofs to interpret his con- 
duel, and poffibly might have found it difficult to determine how he 
Vol. IIL B fhould 
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book ftetiid deal with an antagonift, whom he neither could reconcile to 

his ufuipation, nor treat as a criminal. The character of generofity 
towards his enemies, which Caeiar had aflumed, laid him under 
fome obligation, in point of confiftency, to treat the perfon of Cato 
with refped ; and the opportunity he would have had, in that in- 
ftance, of exercifing his clemency with fo much luftre, could not 

have efcaped him. In the bufieft fcene of his life he had not any 
party object, or any party quarrel to maintain ; he had repeatedly 
facrificed perfonal ammofity to ambition ; and when he took the field 
againft the republic, he had few private refentments to gratify : he 
knew that an affedation of relu&ance in fhedding the blood of 
Roman citizens, the reverie of what remained fo much an obje£t of 
horror in the memory of Sylla, was the likelieft means to cover the 
eJFe&s of this deflxu&ive war, and to reconcile the People to his go- 
rot. In the bulk of his fellow citizens he had found either 
rubbuli to be removed from the way of his ambition, or tools 
with which he might work in removing it ; they were the dupes of 
his policy, or open to the imputations of finifter defigns or unrea- 
fonable obftinacy which he caft on his opponents. In Cato, perhaps, 
alone, he found a meafure of eftimation, which, with all his abilities 

and profperons fortune, he could not neglect, and a penetration 

which, without management for his perfon, treated his politics as a 
fyftem of villany devifed for the ruin of the common wealth* Cato 
therefore akme, of all his antagonifts, he pofitWy hated beyoid the 
poflibility of a reconciliation \ 

I 

Cadar was in reality, according to the reprefentaticQ of his friend 
Curio, neither languinary nor fcrupulous of blood, but in the higheft 
degree indifferent to both, and ready to do whatever was moft likely 
to promote his defigns* As he had already fufficiently provided for 



* Et cu& terranaa fobe&a prsrter atrocem awraaai Catenas, 
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the reputation of clemency, he now made a freer nle of his fwofd, c HAP. 
and in proportion as he approached to the end of the war, or faw 

the means of extirpating thofe who were moft likely to difturb his 

government, he dipped his hands with left fcruple in the blood of 

his enemies. As he purfued Fompey into Egypt, under a certain 
impreffion that the death of this rival was material to the eftablifli- 
ment of his power in Italy, fo it is likely that he now haftened to 
Utica as a place at which he might crufh the remains df the republic. 

On hearing of the death of Cato, however, he made ufe of an ex- 
preffion which ferved to difcover the refolution he had taken with re~ 
fped to him. " I muft be allowed," he faid, " to envy this man 
" the fplendour of his death, as he has refufed me flie honour of 
M preferving his life." Having pafled through Uzita and Adrume- 
tum, which fufrendered to him on his march* and being met by 
numbers who came to make their fubmiffion, he arrived at Utica in 
the evening, and continued all night without the gates. 

Marcus Meflala had already taken pofTeflion of the town. Csrfar 
entered on the following day ; and having ordered the people to attend 
him, made a fpeech, in which he thanked the colony of Utica for 
their faithful attachment to his caufe ; but fpoke of three hundred 
Roman citizens, who had contributed to fupport the war againft him, 
in terms which fufficiently {hewed that he was no longer to court the 
reputation of mercy. Appian fays, that as many of them as fell 
into his hands were by his order put to death, Hirtius relates, 
that he only confiscated their effects, and that this fentence was af- 
terwards changed into a limited fine, amounting in all to two hun- 
dred thoufand feftertia, or about a million and a half fterling, to be 
paid in three years, at fix feparate payments. 

From this general wreck of the republican party in Africa, the 
leaders continued their flight in different directions. Many who fur- 

* 

reudered themfelves w«re fpared ; but moft of thofe, who, in their 

B t attempts 
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attempts to efcape, fell into the enemy's bands, either killed them^ 
(elves, or by Cafar's order were put to death \ Afranius and Fauftu» 
Sylla having joined a party of cavalry that fled by Utica from the 
field of battle, were intercepted by Sitius, and defending themfelves, 

with the lots of many of their party, were taken. In a few days 
after :his event, thefe prifoners> under pretence of a riot in the camp, 
were put to death. 

Scipio, with Damafippus, Torquatus, and Ptetorius Ruftianus,, 
endeavoured to efcape by fea into Spain. After being toffed fome 
days with contrary winds, they ventured to put into Hippo, on the 
coaft of Numidia, where they met with a fquadron of Csefar's fleet, 
commanded by Sitius. Their veflel being boarded, they were afked 
with impatience, Where is the general ? Scipio himfelf made anfwer, 
The general is weii; and in uttering thefe words ftabbed himfelf, and 
went headlong into the fea. 

Juba, with Petreius, having efcaped from the field of battle at 
Thapfus, lay concealed by day, and continued their -flight in the 
night towards Zama, a place which, at the breaking oat of the war; 
the king of Numidia had fortified, and made, the refidence of his 
women, and the repofitory of his treafure and moft valuable effects; 

He knew that if he fhould be taken captive by a Roman general, the 

confequence was being led in triumph, and poilibly afterwards put 
to death. He had therefore provided this retreat in cafe of an un- 
fortunate iffue to the war ; intending it merely as a place at which he 
might die in ftate. With this intention he had raifed, near to the 
royal palace, a pile of wood on which he meant to confume what- 
ever could mark or adorn the victor's triumph ; and it was his pur— 
pofe, while he fet thefe materials, and with them the whole city, on, 

fire, to commit himfelf and his women to the flames* - 

- Dio. C*£. lib. xliii. c. 12. Appian. de Bello Civili* lib. ii. Florus, Eatropius, Hirtius. 

The 
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The inhabitants of Zama had fome intimation of this defign, and, 
upon the approach of the king, not choofing to celebrate by fuch an 
offering the exit of a vanquifhed prince, fhut their gates and refufed 
him admittance,- They like wife had the humanity to refufe fending 
the women to him, on a fuppofition that he meant they mould be a 
facrifice to his jealoufy, or be involved in his ruin% 

Juba finding himfelf thus difobeyed, even by his own fubje&s, 
retired to one of his country feats ; and having ordered a fplendid 

entertainment, at the dole of it he and Petreius- fell together by their 
own fwords. The kingdom of Numidia was converted into a Ro- 
man province, and the government of it was committed to Salluft 
the hiftorian. The fon of the king, yet an infant, was referved to 
make a part in the proceflion of the victor's triumph- 3 . The furniture 
and ornaments of his palaces- were fold, and produced a confiderable 

fum of money. Great contributions were raifed at the fame time 
in thofe parts of Africa which had been already fubje&ed to the con- 
dition of a Roman province. The inhabitants of Thapfus were made 
to pay fifty thoufand Roman feftertia 4 ; thofe of Adrumetum,,. 
eighty thoufand ; thofe of Leptis and Tyfdra paid the quotas ex- 
acted from them in corn and oil. 

Gcfar having, in this manner, clofed a fcene in which he had 

9 

deftroyed fifty thoufand of his opponents, who might be fuppofed to- 
be the moft obftinate adherents of the republican party, and having- 
joined to • the empire a territory which, by the report afterwards 
made in the affembly of the People, was fitted to yield an annual 
tribute of three hundred thoufand medimni of grain, and three hun- 
dred thoufand weight of oil s , he embarked at Utica, on the fif- 
teenth of June, and in three days after he failed from thence,, 

arrived in the ifland of Sardinia \ a part of his dominions, faid Cicero, 



3 PItu, in Cjef, 4 About 400,000 L 5 pi ut , j n Q x f r 

4 which 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



hitherto 



Before his departure from Africa 



neceflary arrangements refpe&ing the army* • and, 
recently availed himfelf of the Cervices of the ks 

ed to have forgotten their 

offence, yet he took the benefit of the prefent profperous ftate of his 
affairs to indulge his relentment ; and that they might not commu- 
nicate -with factious fpirits in Italy, have leifure to over-rate their 

fen-ices, or to fet an example to the reft of the army of exorbitant 

demands, he ordered them to be broke and dilbanded in Africa. 
The remainder of the troops who had giv 



that 



country, he ordered, after receiving the neceflary refreftrracnts, to 
proceed in the voyage to Spain, where he had ftttl feme refiftance to 

apprehend from the fans of Pompey. 

Leaving the army therefore to purfue this conrfe, Gseftr himfelf 
took {hipping again in the ifland of Sardinia on the twenty-ninth of 
Tune : and, being fome time detained by contrary winds, arrived at 



having, 



larture 



Africa^ 



had 



fo many difficulties to furmount, Ipent no more than 
fix months. 

The news of Csefar s vi&ory had been ibme time received; The 
principal fupports of the republic had fallen at Thapfus and at Phaiv 

falia ; and as the fons of Pompey, though favourably received by 

their late father's adherents in Spain, were not yet fuppofed to he in 

condition to refill the victor, the revolution in his favour feemed to 

be complete, and every part of the Roman empire fubjecled to his 

power- Ncthing now remained, but that he fhould take pofleffion 
of that fovereignty to which he afpired, and in which, it. foon after 
appeared, that to him there was a charm, even in the court that was 
paid to him, as well as in the pofleffion of power. 



$ Hirtias dc Bell Afr. c 86. 
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Whatever diftrefs the furviving members of the commonwealth c # A * 
may have fuffered on the lofa of their relations and friends, who had « — 
fallen in the late bloody tranfa&ions of this war, or whatever mor- 
tification they may have felt on the lofs of their own political con- 
fequence, as partners in the empire of the world, no fymptoms of 
averfion, or unwilling fubmiflion, appeared on the part of the People ; 
all orders of men haftened to pay their court to the vi&or, and, 

by their fervile adulations, to anticipate the ftate of degradation into 

which they were foon to be reduced. 

In the name Of the Senate and People a continual thankfgivlng of 

forty days was decreed for the late vidory at Thapfus. The powet 
of Dictator wad conferred on Csefar for ten years, and that of Gen* 

for, which gave the fupreme difpofal of honours and rank in the 
commonwealth, and which, Oft account of the abufe to which it wa£ 

fubject, had been fbme time abolifhed, was now under a new title, 
that of Prafc&us Morum^ reftored in his perfon. At the fame time, 
the nomination of fome of the officers of ftate, formerly elected by 
fhe people, was committed to him. He was, in the exercife of theft 
powers, to be preceded by feventy-two Mors, triple the number 
of thofe who ufed to attend the Dictators, and he was to enjoy, for 
*ife, many of the inferior prerogatives, which, under the republic, 
ferved to diftinguifh the firft officers of ftate ; fuch as that of giving. 

the fignals for the horfes to ftart, or for the other fpoits to begin at 

the gatries of the Circus ; and that of delivering his opinion before 

any one elfe in the Senate. It was likewrfe ordered, that he ftould 
have in the Senate a gilded chair of ftate, placed next to that of the* 
Conful j and, as if it were intended to join ridicule with thefe extra- 
ordinary honours, it was decreed, that as the conqueror of Gaul, fa 
his triumphs he fliould be drawn by white horfes, to put firm on 4 
foot of equality with Camillas, to whom this* diftinftion had been 
given, as the reftoref of his country from its cfc/rru#ion by the an- 

ceftors 
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ceftors of that nation.; -that his name fhould be inferted, inftead of 
that of Catuhis, as the perfon who had rebuilt the Capitol ; that a 
car, like that of Jupiter, fhould be placed for him in the fame temple, 
and near to the ftatue of the god himfelf; and that his own ftatiie, 
■with the tide of a demi-god, Ihould be ere&ed on a globe reprefent- 
ing the earth. 

It is faid that C^far refufed many of the honours which were de- 
creed to him ; but in thefe, which he no doubt encouraged, or fa- 
vourably received, he fufficiently" betrayed a vanity which but rarely 
-accompanies liich a diftinguiihed fuperiority of underftanding and 
courage: Though in refped to the ability with which he rendered 
men fubfervient to his purpofe ; in refped to the choice of means 
for the attainment of his end; in refpeft to the plan and execution 
of his defigns, he was far above thofe who were eminent in the 
hiitory of mankind ; yet in refpect to the end which he purfued, in 

■ 

refpecr. to the pafflons he had to gratify, he was one merely of the 
vulgar, and condefcended to be vain of titles and honours, which he 
has lhared with perfons of the meaneft capacity. Infenfible to the 
honour of being deemed the equal in rank to Cato and Catulus, to 
Horteniius and Cicero, and the equal in reputation to Sylla, to 
Fabius, and to the Scipios, he preferred being a fuperior among 
profligate men, the leader among foldiers of fortune, and to ex- 
tort by force from his fellow citizens a deference which his won- 
derful abilities muft have made unavoidable, even if he had pofTefled 
the magnanimity to defpife it. 

Gefar, foon after the diftindlions now mentioned were beftowed 
upon him, addrefled himfelf to the Roman Senate and People, in a 
fpeech which, being fiippofed 10 proceed from a mafter, was full of 
condefcenfion and lenity, but from a fellow citizen, was fraught with 
infult and contumely. A fpeech delivered on fo remarkable an oc- 
cafion was likely to be in fubftance preferved ; and under the go- 
vernment 
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-vcmment of his fucceflbrs, by whom he was numbered with the c 

gods, it was not likely to get abroad b\it with a view to do him ho- 
nour. " Let no man," he faid, " imagine, that, under the favour 
<4 of my exalted fituation, I am now to indulge myfelf in acts, or 
even in exprelfions, of fe verity ; or that I am to follow the ex- 
" ample of Marius, of Cinna, of Sylla, or of mod others, who> 



having fubdued their enemies, dropt, in the height of their for- 
" tune, that character of moderation under which they had formerly 
enticed men to their party. I have appeared all along in my true 

character, and now, in the height of my power, have no change 
to make in my conduct \ The more my fortunes advance, the 
" more I will endeavour to ufe them properly. My fole object, 
" while I endeavoured to rife above my enemies, was to fecure for 

" myfelf a fituation in which I might exercife virtue with dignity 
and fafety ; and I fhall not now imitate the examples which I my- 
felf have often condemned, nor fully the fplendour of my victories 

by an improper ufe of my power, 

" As the favours of fortune are won by vigour, fo they are pre- 
ferved by moderation, and fliould be moft carefully preferred by 
thofe who enjoy the greateft fhare of them. I covet fincere af- 
" fection and genuine praife 5 not the adulation that fprings from 
" fear and hatred. Thefe are my ferious thoughts, confirmed on 
" reflection ; and you (hall find me governed by them in all the 
" actions of my life. I do not mean to be your lord or your tyrant, 

u but your chief and your leader. When the State has occafion for 
my authority, you fhall find in me a Dictator and a Conful j but on 



it 



c< 



a 



ordinary occafions, no more than a private man 6 . 
<£ I have fpared many who were repeatedly in arms againft me. 
" I have fliut my ears to informations of the hidden defigns of 

1 

I 

5 Dio. Caff, lib.xliii, c. 15, &c. 1 Ibid. 

' Vol. III. C ' u others, 
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B 0 0 K « others, and have deftroyed all letters and papers which could lead 

" to a detection of my fecret enemies. To moft of you I can have 
" no refentment ; and I do not incline to raife profecutions agaihft 

4 



CC 



cc 



link 



cc 



therefore, with me from this time forward in confidence, as chil- 
" dren with their father. I referve to myfelf the power of 
punHhing the guilty, as far as juftice requires ; but will protect 

the innocent and reward the deferving. 

" Let not thefe appearances of military force alarm you. The 
troops which are quartered in the city, and which attend my per- 



se 



cc 



cc 



deftined 



will 



taxes 



cc 



in Italy, but not for my private ufe. I have in reality expended 
my fortune, and contracted immoderate debts in the public fervice ; 
and, while I myfelf have borne fo great a part of the burden, am 
" likewife made to bear the blame of what others have exacted.'' 
He concluded with alTurances, that the arrears which were due to 

i 

the troops, and the other debts of the public 7 , mould be paid with 
the leaft poflible inconvenience to the People. 

In this fpeech was conveyed, not the indignant and menacing 

fpirit of Sylla, wLo delpifed the very power of which he was pof- 

feffed ; but the confeious Hate and reflecting condefcenfion of a prince 

who admired and wifhed to recommend his great nefs. The Roman 
people, in former inftances of ufurpation, had experienced fangui- 
nary and violent treatment, and they now feemed to bear with in- 
difference the intire fuppreflion of their political rights, when exe- 
cuted by hands, that refrained from prescriptions and murders. But 

as Csfar feemed to think his prefent elevation the higheft object of 



Dio. Caff. lib. xliii. c. 15, &c. 
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human wiflies, there were fome who thought their prefent fubjedtion 
the loweft ftate of degradation and mifery. " What fhould I do in 

M fuch times ?" fays Cicero to his correfpondent, " books cannot al- 

" ways amiife me. I go i n ,to any company, affect to be noify, and 
ct laugh, to conceal my forrow 8 ." 

The populace were gratified with fhews, prcceffions, and feafts, 
and with the gratuities that were given them in money. Csfar had 

four feparate triumphs in one month. The firft for his conqueft of 
Gaul, at which Vercingetorix, the prince of the Arverni, by a cuftom 
cruel and odious in all its parts, was led in chains, and afterwards 

put to death. The fecond for his victory in Egypt, at which Ar- 

finoe, the filler of the queen, was exhibited in fetters, and by her 
youth and beauty excited a general compaffion, which preferved her 
fife. A third for the defeat of Pharnaces, where the trophies, as has 
already been mentioned, were marked with the words, Icame % Ifaw y 
I vanqu'ijlxd. The laft for the overthrow of the king of Numidia, 
in which the infant fon of that prince was carried in proceffion. 
This captive having received a literary education at Rome, became 

afterwards, according to Plutarch, an hiftorian of eminence 9 . 

Although triumphs were not obtained for the defeat of fellow ci- 
tizens, and nothing in thefe proceflions had a reference to Pompey, 
yet the effigies of many confiderable fenators, who had fallen in the 
civil war, were carried before the victor s chariot. 

In thefe proceffions, Catfar is faid to have carried to the treafury, 
in all, fixty thoufand talents in money 10 ; two thoufand eight hun- 
dred and twenty two chaplets or crowns of gold, weighing twenty 
thoufand four hundred and fourteen pounds ". He at the fame 

6 Cic. ad FamiliaT. lib. ix. cp. 26. Mi- » pjut. in Ctef." Dio. Caff, 
raris jam exhiliratam efi'e fcrvitutem noftram. 10 About 10,000,000 1. . 
Quid ergo faciam ? — ibi Ioquor quod in folum 11 The Roman pondo conlifted of ten 
ut dicitur, et gemitum in rifus maximos ounces, about 8oo,oco 1. 
transfcro. 

C 2 time 
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time diitributed to each private man of the army, five thoufand de- 
narii or drachmas, about one hundred and fixty one pounds fterlirig : 

to each Centurion, double : to the Tribune, quadruple : to the Peo- 

* * 

pie, an Attic mina of an hundred drachmas, or about three pounds 
lour {hillings and feven pence a man ,a . 

The foMiers, who walked in thefe proceflions, in chanting their 

ballads and lampoons, took the ufual petulant liberties with their 
leader, alluded to the diforders of his youth and to the crimes of his 

age j and fhewed that they were not deceived by the profeflions which 
he made of a zeal for the rights of the people. " If you obferve the 

u laws," they faid, " you fhall be puniftied ; but if you boldly tranf- 
w grefs them all, a crown is your reward." Thefe appearances of 
fretdom in the troops, perhaps, flattered the People with fome image 

cf the ancient familiarity of ranks which fubfifted in times of the re- 
public ; but the licence of mere foldiers of fortune brings too often 

the reverie of freedom to the People ; and in whatever manner thofe 
of Rome were qualified to judge of their own fituation, it is likely 
that the pageants, which now entertained them, were part of the 
means which Cxfar employed to reconcile them to his ufurpation, 

and to divert their thoughts from the profpecl: of a military govern- 
ment with which they were threatened. Farther to fecure thefe ef- 
fects, he continued to multiply fhews and public diverfions. He 
hirnfelf, at the clofe of his triumphs, walked in proceflion at the 
opening of magnificent edifices he had built, and in his return at 
night from this ceremony, attended by multitudes of the People, 
was lighted by torches borne on elephants ,3 . At the fame time he 
erected theatres, and exhibited dramatic performances in different 
parts of the city, and amply indulged the tafte ef the populace for 
entertainments of every fort. He introduced not only gladiators to 

t 

Applan. Sacton, 13 Dio. Ca£ SuetQnios. 

fight 



OF THE ROMAN "REPUBLIC. 13 

fight in fingle combat, but parties on foot and on horfeback to en- C H -A p. 
gage in considerable numbers on oppofite fides, and to exhibit a fpe- 

cies of battles. Among theie, he fhewed the manner of fighting 
from elephants, having forty. of theie animals properly mounted, and 
the* manner like wife of fighting at fea, having veifels on a piece of 
water which was formed for the purpofe. In moft of thefe fhews, the 
parties who were engaged, being captives or malefactors condemned 
to die, gave a ferious exhibition of the utmoft efforts they could make 

in real fight*. 

Among the other articles of (hew and expence which compofed 
the magnificence of thefe entertainments, are mentioned the blinds 
or awnings of filk, a material then of the higheft price, which were 
fpread over the public theatres to ihade the fpeciators from the fun, 
and to enable them undifturbed, from under theie delicate coverings, 
to enjoy the fights of bloodihed and horror which were prefented be- 
fore them. Two human facrifices, we are told, were at the fame 
time offered up in the field of Mars, by priefts fpecially named for 
this fervice. Of this fhocking exhibition, the hiftorian does not ex- 
plain the occafion The whole was attended by a feaft, to which 
the People were invited, and at which twenty thoufand benches or 
couches were placed for thefe numerous guefts ,s . So great was the 
concourie from' the country to this entertainment, that multitudes 

lay in the ftreets, or lodged in booths erected for the occafion. Many 
were trampled under foot, and killed in the crowds. Among thofe 
who perifhed in this manner, two Roman Senators are mentioned: 

This method of gaining the people, by flattering their difpofition 
to diffipation and idlenefs, was already familiar at Rome. It had 
been employed under the republic in procuring favour, and in pur- 
chafing votes by thofe who aipired to the offices of ftate. It was now 
extended by Csefar to effect the revolution he had in view, and to recon- 

Dio. Caff. lib. xliii. c. 24,. " Plut. in Cscfar. 

die 
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die the populace of Rome, who had for fome time governed the em- 



pire, to the lots of their political coniequence, in being depnved of a 

power which they were no longer worthy to hold. It is probable, 
that the arms of Cselar were not more fuccefsful in fubduing thofe 

who oppofed him in the field, than thefe popular arts were in gain- 
ing the confent of his fubje&s to the dominion hs was about to af* 
fur 

From this time forward, Cxfar took upon himfelf all the functions 

of government, and while he fuffered the forms of a Senate and po- 
pular affemblies to remain, availed himfelf of their name and authority 

without confulting with either, affixing without fcruple the fu- 



cc 



perfcription of particular Senators to the decrees or edicts, which he 
fent abroad into the provinces l6 . " My name," fays Cicero, " is 
often prefixed to public deeds which are fent abroad, as having 

been moved or drawn up by me, and which come back from Ar- 
menia or Syria as mine, before I have ever heard of them at 

Rome. Do not imagine I am in j eft ; for I have letters from per- 
fons, whofe names I never heard of before, thanking me for the* 
<c honour I have done them in bellowing the title of king 'V* 

Equally abfolute in the city as in the provinces, Casfar placed 
whomever he thought proper on the rolls of the Senate ; and, without 
regard to birth, declared fome to be of Patrician rank He recalled 
fome who had been driven into exile for illegal practices, and rein- 
ftated in their ranks many whom the Cenfors had degraded 18 . In all 



15 It is well known, that the Senatus Con- 
lu bore the names of the Senators by whom 
tier were ?roorfed. 

• * * 

17 Ante audio S;natus confultam in Ar- 
menian* e: S}riam elTe periataro, qnod in 
f^r.tfnridm factum effe d:cn:ur, quam 
omninc- mer.t^sesi ullzci ee eareeijc faflim. 
Atq-e hoc nclim me;ec*re petes, r.&mmihi 
fdti jim 9 znphus uhimis allstas efie literas, 
<jciDus mihi giLilzs 2g2.nt 9 quod fe mea fen- 
tentia reges appellaverim ; quos ego con 



modo reges appellatos, fed omnino nato 
nefciebam. Cicero ad Farailiares, lib. tx: 
ep.15. 

11 At this time, he with much difficulty 
was perfuaded, at the interceffion of the Se- 
nate, to permit the return of Caius Marcel- 
Ius, who at Athens, on his way into Italy, w&< f 
upon motives which have not been explained, 
aiT2£n2ted by one of his own attendants* 
This Marcellus was Conful, U. C. 703. 

the 
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the elections, he named half the magiftrates, or in a mandate, ad- c 
drefled to the Tribes, took upon him to direct the People whom they 
were to chufe 19 . In the exercife of fo much power, he became refcrved 
and difficult of accefs, familiar only with perfons whom he himielf 
had raifed, and who had talents amufing or ferviceable, and without 
any pretenfions to alarm his jealoufy M . Neverthelefs, if the Romans 
could have overlooked what was offenfive in his manner, or illegal 

in the powers which he had thus ufurped, many of his acts were in 
themfelves, as might have been expected from fo able a perfonage, 

worthy of a great prince, and tending to reform abufes y as well as to 
facilitate the fummary proceedings of the defpotical power he had 
aflumed. 

Among the flrft acts of Csefar's reign, the law of Sylla, by which 
the children of the profcribed had been excluded from holding any 
office in the ftate, was repealed. The judiciary law, which had 
undergone fo many alterations, and which, in its lateft form, ad- 
mitted fome of the inferior clafs of the People " on the roll of the 
judges or jurymen, was now reformed, fo as to limit the exercife 
of the judicature to the Senators and Knights. A fcrutiny was made 

into the titles of thofe who had been in the practice to receive corn 
at the public granaries, and their numbers were greatly reduced 
Of the corporations which had been multiplied for factious purpofes, 
many were aboliflied, and the original companies of the city alone 



19 The words of Caifar's mandate were, 
<« Cjcfar Di&ator tribui, &o Sec. commendo 

yobis ilium, &c. &c. ut veftro fufFragio fuam 

dignitatem teneat. Sueton. in Cxf. 
** Cicer. ad Familiar. lib. iv. ep. 9. Ib. 

lib. vi. ep. 14. 

*' The Tribuni iErarii. 

** The leaders of faftion under the repub- 
lic, and no one probably more than Catfar 

himfelf, in order to encreafe the numbers of 



their partizans, had augmented this lift, and 
it was undoubtedly become a great abufc. 
Dion Caflius fays, it was at this time reduced 
by Cadhr to one half. Suetonius fpecifie* 
the numbers from three hundred and twenty 
tboufand to one hundred and fifty choufand. 
Plutarch and Appian ftate the reduction, fo» 
as to be underftood of the numbers of the 
whole people, in comparing the mufter taken, 
before the civil war with the one now made 
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-were permitted to remain. Many punifliments, for the better re- 

ftraining of crimes, were increafed. To the ordinary pumlhment of 

murder, was joined the connTcation of the whole eftate ; to that of 
fome other crimes, the confifcation of one half. The kalendar was 

reformed upon the principles eilablifhed by the Egyptian aftronomers. 
The reckoning by lunar months, and the ufe of irregular intercala- 
tions, which had been frequently made for party and political pur- 
pcfes, had fo deranged the terms, that the feftivals to be obferved by 
reapers did not happen in harvelt, or thole of the vintage in autumn. 
To reftcre them therefore to their proper dates in the kalendar, no 
lefs than an intercalation of fixty-fe T *en days, or above two months 
was required. This intercalation was made in the prefent year, be- 
tween the months of November at d December, fo that the name of 
December was transferred from the time of the autumnal Equinox, 
to that, where it (till remains, of the winter folftice. 

Under the government of Ca?far, fumptuary laws were framed to 
refrrain the expence of the table ; and he himfelf exprelTed great 

zeal to correcl the abufe which prevailed in this article. Being fen- 

fible that Italy was greatly depopulated by the diftraclions of the 
commonwealth, and by the devaftations of the late civil war, he 

took meafures to reftore the numbers of the people, both by detain- 
ing the natives of Italy at home, and by inviting foreigners to fettle* 
He gave premiums to thofe who had families : he ordered, that no 
citizen above twenty nor under ten, except belonging to the army, 
fhould remain out of Italy above three years at a time ; and that the 
fons of Senators, except in the family or retinue of public officers, 
fhould not go abroad : that all landholders in Italy mould employ no 

lefs than one third freemen on their lands; that all practitioners of 

liberal arts, particularly foreign phyficians fettling at Rome, fhould 
be admitted on the rolls of the People ; and at the fame time he ex- 
tended the privilege of Romans to whole cities and provinces in dif- 

2 ferent 
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ferent parts of the empire % by thefe means increafing the number c tt _ A ? * 
of Roman citizens, or at leaft increafing the number of thofe who i — * 
were to bear this title. Senfible that he himfelf had become dan- 
gerous to the republic, by * having his power as a provincial officer 
improperly prolonged, he took meafures to prevent a fimilar danger 
to the government, of which he himfelf had now acquired the pof- 
feffion, limiting the duration of command in the provinces, If with 
the title of Propraetor to one year, or with that of Proconful to two 
years ; a regulation, in which he fhewed how well he underftood 
the nature of the ladder by which he himfelf had mounted to his pre- 
fent elevation, and how much he defired to withhold the ufe of it 
from any one elfe who might be difpofed to tread in his fteps, or to 

difpute his continuance in the height he had gained. 

While Csefar, on a fuppofition that he himfelf was to hold the reins 
of government, was providing for the fecurity of the power he had 
eftabliihed in the capital, and on a fuppofition that he had no enemy 

left in the field, or that the remains of the adverfe party in the pro- 
vinces might be extinguished. by his officers, was betaking himfelf td 

civil affairs and to popular arts, he had reports from Spain which 

convinced him, that his own prefence might dill be neceffary to re- 
prefs a party, which begun to refume its vigour utider the fons of 
Pompey. He had fent Didius, with the fleet and army, from Sar- 
dinia, to fecure the poffeffion of Spain ; but this fervice was found to 
be more difficult than was at firft apprehended. He had himfelf, in 
appearance, reduced .this province ; but many humours had broke 
out in it, while he was afterwards fo much occupied in other parts 

* 

of the empire. Even the troops which had joined his ftandard, mu- 
tinied during the uncertain ftate of his fortunes in Thefialy and 

Egypt.; and though, upon the death of Caffius Longinus, and the 

13 Dio. Caff. Sueton, Applan, 

Vol. III. D fucreffion 



* 



i 

1 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



fucceffion of Trebonius, their difcipline was in appearance reftored ; 

yet confcioufne£> of the heinous offence they had committed againft 
Gcfar made them doubt of his forgivenefsj and, joined with the in- 
clination and refpedt which they yet entertained for the family of 
Pompey, determined them to take part againft him. They had opened 
a fecret correfpondence with Scipio, while he was yet at the head 

of a powerful army in Africa, and encouraged him to fend a proper 

officer into Spain to take the command df fuch forces as could be 
raifed in the province. 

Young Pompey was fent for this purpofe. In his way, he put 
into the ifland of Majorca, and was there fometime detained by 
ficknefs, or remained in expectation that he might prevail on the 
natives to efpoufe his caufe. The troops on the continent, in the 

mean time, even before Pompey arrived to take the command of 
them, declared themfelves openly againft Csefar, and erazed his name 
from their bucklers. They obliged his lieutenant Trebonius to fly 
from their quarters, and owned T. Quintus Scapula and Q^Apro- 
nius for their generals. 

In this pofture of affairs, young Pompey arrived in Spain, took 
the command of this army, and either received or forced the fub- 

miffion of the principal towns* He was likewife ftrengthened by 
the acceffion of all the Roman fettlers in the province who retained 
any zeal for the republic, and by the remains of former armies who 
had been levied by his father, efpecially fuch of that army which 
had ferved under Afranius on the Segra, as were left in Spain; and 
by many officers of rank, who, having efcaped from Theffaly or 
Africa upon the late calamities of their party, had taken refuge in. 
this country. Among thefe, Labienus and Varus, with as many as 
could be laved from the maffacre at Thapfus, were affembling anew 
under the ftandard of Pompey. The two brothers, Cnseus and 

Sexrus, were joined together, and fupported by the name of their 

father, 
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father, which was ftill in high veneration ; they had aflembled thir- 
teen legions. Among thefe, were two legions of native Spaniards, 

who had deferted from Trebonius ; one that was raifed from the 

Roman colonifts ; and a fourth, which had arrived from Africa, with 

the elder of the two brothers u . 

Q^Fabius Maximus and Q Pedius or bidius 1 ', the officers of 
Csefar, being unable to make head againft this force, remained on 
the defenfive, and by the reports which they made to their com- 
mander, reprefented the neceflity of his own prefence in the pro- 
vince. 

The continuance of the Dictatorial power In Csefar's perfon, had 
fuperfeded the ufual fucceffion in the offices of ftate. Lepidus ftill 
remained in his ftation of general of horfe ; and, with a council of 
fix or nine Prafe&s being left to command at Rome, Csfar fet out 
in the autumn for Spain. He ordered troops from Italy to reinforce 
thofe already employed in this fervice, and, in twenty-feven days 
•after his departure from Rome, arrived at Saguntum 

Upon the news of Cafar's approach, Cnaius Pompeius had af- 
fembled all his force on the Bceotis, pofted his brother Sextus with a 
proper garrifon at Corduba, and himfelf endeavoured to reduce 
Ulia, a town which ftill held out againft him in that neighbourhood. 
Csefar's firft object, upon his arrival in Spain, was to preferve this 

place from falling into the enemy's hands. For this purpofe, he de- 
tached eleven cohorts under the command of L. Julius Paciaecus, with 
orders, if poffible, to throw themfelves into the town. The night, 
In which they marched for this purpofe, being ftormy and dark, 
they pa{Ted the firft pofts of the befiegers unnoticed. When near 
the gates, they were, challenged ; but the officer who, led the van, 

' a * Hirtius dc Bel!. Hifp. ' *« App. de Bell. Civil. lib. ii. or as Strabo 

* 5 Dio Caff. ibid. c. 3 1 . writes, at Obulio, lib. iii. p. 1 60. 

D 2 having 



/ 




ao THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 

B 0.0 & having anfwered in a low voice, that they were a detachment or-* 

dered to the foot of the wall iq fearch of fome entry, by which, un- 
der the cover of the night, they might furprife the garrifon, they 
were fuffered to pafs ; and prefenting themleives at one of the gates, 
upon a fignal that had been agreed upon, they were admitted into 
the town. 

"While Cslar thus reinforced the garrifon of Ulia, he Jiimfelf, ta 
make a diverfion in their favour, marched up to Corduba, cut off a 
party that had been fent from thence to obferve his motions, and 
threatened the town with a fiege. Sextus, who was in the place, be- 
ing alarmed, fent preffing reprefentations to his brother, who accord- 
ingly abandoned his lines before Ulia, and marched to his relie£ 

Both armies encamped on the Guadalquivir z \ The parties that were 
fent forward by them to fcour the country, or to cover their quar- 
ters, were engaged in daily fkirmifhes. But the two brothers being in 
polTeffion of the principal ftations, and in condition to protract the 
war, continued to ad on the defenfive. Csefar, on his part, made 
fome movements in order to difconcert them, and to find, if poffible, 
an opportunity of coming to action ; but the country being hilly, 
and the towns generally built upon heights, every where furnifhed 
ftrong polls for the enemy, and prevented his making any progrefs. 
c. J. Ctfar, The winter at the fame time approached, and expofed his army to con- 
M. E.*Ye- fiderable hardfhips from the feverity of the feafon, and from the fear- 

* 9 

m! e! Ccfr. ^ty °f provifions. Under thefe difad vantages, he undertook the 
V. C. ;cS. g e g e 0 £ AJJegu^ an( J on the twentieth of February, after an obfli- 

nate refiflance, .obliged that town to furrender z \ 

Our accounts of thefe operations, which are afcribed to Hirtius, 
and which, with his other performances, are annexed to Csefar's Com- 
mentaries, being lefs perfect than other parts of the collection, all we 



V The Balis. « Hirtius de Bell. HIT* 
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can diftin&ly learn from them is* that after a' variety of different 
movements, which gave rife to frequent, fldrmifhes, the armies in 
the month of March came to encamp in the plain of Munda, about 
five miles from each other ; that Cadfar was about to leave his ft a- • 
tion, when in the morning of his intended departure, he had Intel- - 
ligence, that the. enemy had -been- under arms from the middle of the -' 
preceding night, and were meditating fome attempt on -his camp. • 

This intelligence was followed by the fudden appearance of their 
army, on fome elevated grounds near the town of Munda ; but as they 
lhewed no difpofition to come into, the plain, Csfar, after fome he-- 

* 

fitation, advanced to attack. them; . 

In the army of Pompey, together with the flower of a warlike peo- 
ple, the natives of Spain, were aflembled many veterans of the Ro- • 

man legions, inured to blood ; many Roman citizens of rank, now • 
pulhed : to defpair, or warned, by the fate of their party at Thapfus, 
not to expect fafety from the mercy of a victorious enemy, ;and not ' 
to have, any hopes, but in their f words. Under thefe - impreffions, 
they waited for Cscfar's approach with a proper countenance, and on 1 

the firft' onfet repulfed' and put to flight the troops by whom they 
were N attacked. In this extremity, Catfar ran into: the ranks of his 
own men ; . faid, they were delivering him over to boys. ; laid hold of ' 
a fword and a Ihield, and calling, out that this then Jbould be the lajl : 
day of his life^ and of their fervices, toot -a place in the ranks as a 
mere legionary. foldier. In this manner he renewed the action, and r 
being reduced to theJieceffity of animating his men with the example * 
of his own perfonal .-valour, committed his fortune and his life to the - 
deeifioh .of a contefiy.in which his ability as an officer could no- 
longer have*: any fhare ; but while the event was ftill in fufpence,- 
Bogud, an African,, commanding a.body of hoifc in hisfervice, hav- 
ing made an attempt to pierce into Pompey's camp, drew Labienus 
from his poll in the field to cover it* -This* accident turned the for- 
tune;. 
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K tone of the day. The troops, who till then valiantly fuftained 
Gsfar s attack, believing that Labienus deferted them, inftantly fled 
in diiorder. The {laughter from thence forward turned as ufual in- 
tirely againft thofe who fled. Thirty thoufand fell upon the field, 
and among them three thoufand Roman citizens of high condition, 

with Labienus and Attius Vanic *t *bdr hnA. Seventeen officers 

of rank wen* taken, with thirteen Roman eagles or legionary 
ftandards. 

Csfar acknowledged, that having on other occafions fought for 

victory, he had now been obliged to fight for his life. He had a 
thoufand men killed, and five hundred wpunded, before the enemy gave 
way. Part of the vanqui&ed army retired into the town of Munda, 

part into the camp, and in their refpe&ive pofts prepared to defend 
themfelves to the laft extremity. Cxfar, on the approach of night, 

took poffefiion of all the avenues by which either might efcape ; and 
it is faid, that the troops he employed in this fervice, inftead of 
traverfes of earth or ftone to obftrucl: the highways, raifed up mounds 
of the de2d bodies. 

Early in the morning of the following day, Csefar, having left the 

town of Munda in this manner blocked up or inverted, fet out for 
Corduba, which Sextus, the younger of the two brothers, upon the 
news of the battle, had already abandoned. 

Cnzus, on feeing the rout of his own army, fled with a fmall 
party of horfe on the road to Carteia Here he had colle&ed molt 
of his Clipping and naval ftores ; but the news of his defeat having 
arrived before him, the people were divided in their inclinations. 
Part had already fent a deputation with an offer of their fervices to 
C<efar ; part ftill adhered to the family of Pompey, and from thefe 
oppofite difpofitions had proceeded to aftual violence and bloodfhed 

" Now Gibraltar. 

in 
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in the ftreets. Pompey himfelf was wounded in one of their fcuffles, 

and expe&ing no fafety in a place, in which fo many of the inhabit- 
ants had declared againft him, he took fhip, and put to fea with 
thirty galleys. He was purfued by Didius, who commanded Cazfar's 
fquadron at Gades ; and being obliged in a few days to flop for a 
fupply of water, of which he had been ill provided at his hidden de- 
parture from Carteia, he was overtaken, moft of his fbips deflroyed, 
and he himfelf obliged to feek for fafety on ihore. Soon after he 
landed, he difmiffed his attendants, or was deferted by them ; and 
falling into the hands of the enemy, though greatly weakened 
by his wounds and lofs of blood, , he continued to defend himfelf, 
until he was overpowered and flam. His head, according to the 
barbarous cuftom of the times,, was fent to the conqueror, and ex- 
pofed at Hifpalis-K 

■ 

In the preceding tranfa&ions of the war, every circumftance con- 
tributed to the fall of the republic, and to the fuccefs of Caefar. In 
the very outfet of the conteft, half the nobility, ruined by prodiga- 

lity and extravagance, had been defirous of anarchy and confufion. 
Citizens high in civil rank, and with fortunes intire, were generally 
glad to forego their political confequence in exchange for eafe and 
fafety. Even the arms which mould have protected the common- 
wealth, were in the hands of mere foldiers of fortune, who were in- 
clined to favour that fide, from which they looked for the eftablifh- 
ment of military government ; they fought to procure great power 
•and eftates for themfelve not to preferve laws which gave property 

and the fecurity of wealth to others. Many of the Senators indeed 
perceived the impending ruin, and were prevailed upon to make 

fome efforts for the prefervation of the ftate, but on moft occafions 

too haftily defpaired of their caufe. It was not thought honourable 

or fafe for a citizen to furvive his freedom. Upon this principle, 
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K the friends of the republic, while they efcaped from the enemy, pe- 

-xilhed by i their own hands. 
-Soon after the action at Munda, Scapula, one of the' officers lately 

at the head of the republican party in Spain, turned the practice of 
fuidde into a kind of farce. Having retired to Corduba from the 
-field of battie, he ordered a magnificent pile of wood to be raifed and 
. covered with carpets ; and .having given an elegant entertainment, 
iand difhibuted his money among his attendants and fervants, he 

-mounted to the top of this fabric, and while »one fervant pierced the 
mailer with his fword, another fet fire to- the pile. Thus the victories 
x>{ Cafarwere completed by his: enemies ; and while he gained a frefh 

-■ftep at every encounter, they who oppofed him went headlong, .and 
abandoned their country to its ruin. h 

The province of Spain, under a proper conduct of its force and' 
Tefources, if it had not been able to ftop at once the career of Caefar's 
victories, was furely fufKcient to have given him more trouble than 

any other part of die empire. Its natives trave, and addicted to 

.•war, were inferior to the Romans only in policy and difcipline. They 

had been averfe to the party of Cadar, and would not, even in its 
iigheft profperity, prefer.it.to the caufe they had originally efpoufed. 
-Being mixed with the remains of Roman armies which had been 
-broken and difperfed in the field, they ftill maintained everyplace of 
•defence againft. the- conqueror ; and, within the walls of cities to which 
they retired, defeuded themfclves to the laft extremity. 

Csefar, "having been employed part of the fpring and the following 

^fcrnmer in fubduing this fcattered enemy, prepared to leave the pro- 
vince. Ke afTembled the principal inhabitants at Hifpalis ; and 

ihaving upbraided them with their animofity to himfelf and to -the 
iRoman I eople, he put them in mind of his early connection with 
ihsSs counrrv, as Qiixftor and as Pistoi;, and of his repeated : good 

i .offices 
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offices in the capacity of Senator and magiftrate; having made 
a proper eftablifhment for the government of the province, he fet 
out for Italy **, and arrived at Rome in O&ober 30 . Although it was 
contrary to the practice of former ages to admit of triumphs where 

the vanquifhed were ft How- citizens, he took a triumph for" his late 

victory at Munda ; and the more to amufe the People who, whatever 

be the occafion, are captivated with fuch exhibitions, he appointed 
feparate triumphs, on the fame account, to^Fabius Maximus, and 

to Didius, who had a£ted under him in that fervice. 

Thefe triumphs, over the fuppofed laft defenders of the public liberty, 
and over the perifhing remains of the family of Pompey, fo long re- 
fpe&ed at Rome, inftead of the feftivity which they were intended to 

infpire, where attended with many figns of dejection. But none took 
upon him to cenfure, or was qualified to ftem, the torrent of fervility 
by which all orders of men were carried. The fame fucceffion of games 

and entertainments were ordered as in the former year. The Senate 

and People indeed had ho longer any conceflions to be added to thofe 
already made to the conqueror, and it was difficult to refine on the 
language of adulation, which they had fo amply employed in former 
decrees 5 hut fomething to diftinguifh the prefent fituation of affairs, 
to fhow the ardour of fome to pay their court, ana* • to difguife the 

difcontent and the forrow of others, was thought necefiary on the 
prefent occafion. A thankfgiving was appointed, and ordered to 

continue for fifty days. The anniverfary of the twentieth of April, 
the day on which the news of the victory at Munda was received at 
Rome, was ordered to be for ever celebrated with games of the 

5 » Antony had fct out from Rome to meet turned under the furprife of an order given 

Oefar; but to the great fur]. 1 rife r.nd alarm by Cxfar t<-> oblige him to pay for houfes, &c. 

of every body, returned unexpectedly to bought 4 at Pompe/s faie. Cicer. Phil, 

Rome. Cicero ad Att. xii. iS. ii. 29 Ibid. xxxi. 29. 

It was known afterwards, that Antony re- 30 Vclleius Paterculus. 

Vol. III. E circus. 
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circus 3 \ Even they who felt a fecret indignation at the elevation of 

a fingle perfon to ad as lord of the commonwealth, concurred, in 

appearance, with thefe refolutions in honour of Caefar , \ They 

thought that the full cup was moft likely to naufeate, and that extreme 
provocation was moft likely to roufe, the fpirits of free men, if any 

yet remained. 

In the conceffions which were made to Csefar, whether fuggefted 
by his friends or by his enemies, there was no attempt to preferve 

any appearance of the republic, or to veil the prefent ufurpation. 

The Senate, in prefenting their feveral decrees, waited upon him in 
a body as fubje&s to acknowledge their fovereign ; were received by 
him on his chair of ftate, and in all the form of a royal ceremony, 

ftretching forth his hand to each as they approached. While he car- 
ried the external mow of his elevation to this height, Pontius Acquila, 
one of the Tribunes* being feated in the exercife of his office, had 

fuffered him, in one of his proceffions, to pafs, without rifing from 

his place. This he greatly refented. " Muft I," he laid to thofe 
who attended him, " refign the government to this Tribune ?" And 
for fome days, in granting requefts or petitions, he affe&ed to guard 

his anfwers ironically, by faying, " Provided that Pontius Acquila . 
" will permit 2 V The Confulate was offered to him for ten years, 

but he declined it, as he deftined this and the other offices of State for 
the gratification of his friends. He himfelf had affumed the title of 
Conful in his late triumph, and immediately after refigned it to Q^Fa- 
bius Maximus. 

Such, from henceforward, was to be the manner of conferring ho- 
nours under the monarchy of Rome. Families had become noble 
in confequence of being admitted into the Senate, or in confequence 
of having borne any of the higher offices of State, fuch as that of 

21 Dio. CsSw, 3* Plutarch, in Cxf. & Sueton. in C*f. c. 78. 

Confui 
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Conful or Praetor* Inftead of titles, they recited the names of an- 
ceftors who had been in thefe offices, and inftead of eniigns armo- 
rial, erected the effigies or images of fuch anceftors. Casfar, that he 
might have more frequent opportunities to gratify his retainers, paid 
no regard to the cuftomary eftablilhment of the Senate, and increased 
its numbers at pleafure, by inferring in the rolls perfons of every 

defcription, to the amount of nine hundred. He augmented the 
number of Prsetors to fourteen, and that of Quseftors to forty ; and 

even, without requiring that his friends mould pafs through thefe 
offices, rewarded them at pleafure with the titular honours of Con- 

fular, Praetorian, Patrician, &c. 3 * ; and extended his munificence 
likewife to the provinces, by admitting aliens feparately, or in col- 
lective bodies, to the privilege or appellation of Roman citizens. 

In the midft of appearances, which feemed to throw a ridicule on 

■ 

the antient forms of the republic, as well as to fubftitute a military 
government in their ftead, Csefar named himfelf, together with Mark 
Antony, as Confuls for the following year. This compliment paid 
to the civil eftablifhment, by condefcending to bear the name of legal 

office, though very illegally aflumed, flattered the citizens with hopes 
that he meant to govern under fome form of a republic Nothing, 
however, followed from thefe appearances ; the ftate which he af- 
fected, his drefs, his laurel wreath, the colour and height of his 
bufkins, the very feal which he chofe to make ufe of, being the im- 
prefiion of a Venus armed, in oftentation of his fuppofed celeftial 
extraction ; the numerous guards and retinue, exceeding two thou- 

fand men, with which he was conftantly attended 3<v j the fatisfa&ion 

with which he feemed to receive the forced fervility of thofe whom 

his fword had fubdued, betrayed a mind which, though pofTeffed of 

real fuperiority, had not fufficient elevation to difdain the falfe appear- 
ances of it. 

** Mlo. Caff. lib. xliii. c, 47. 35 Appian. * Ciccr. ad Att. lib. xiii. ep. 52. 
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On the laft day of the year, Q^Fabius Maximus, who had been a 

few months Conful, died before he had vacated the office ; and about 
noon of the fame day, Csfar, who had affembled the Tribes, ordered 
them to take the form of the Centuries, and to elect Caninius Conful 
for the remainder of the day. Plutarch fays, That Cicero exhorted 
the People to be fpeedy in paying their court to this new Conful : 

u for this maginrate may be out of office before we can reach him. n 
Cicero himfelf, referring to this farcical election, writes in a letter to 
one of his friends, " We have had a Confulate, during which no 
" one either ate or drank, and yet nothing extraordinary happened ; 

u for fo great was the vigilance of this officer, that he never flept all 
" the time he was in office. You may laugh at thefe things/* he- 
fays-; K but if you were here, you would cry 3 \" 

c j" 'chL- ^ n ^ e ^ 0W ^ n S ^ a 7' Cxfar, ^th an " tne powers and enfigns of 
Di:t. 4:0. Dictator, took poffeffion of the Confulate in conjunction with An- 

dis, M.E.C. tony. He intended, after having held this office for a few days in his 

Mag. Eq. 

Cn. Doiaia- 
u- Calvians 
in fee cent en 



own 



{Hll far {hort of the legal age. The 



however, was fome time delayed" at the requeft of Mark Antony, 
r.a:=s non *rho 1 being jealous of Dolabella, endeavoured to obftrudt his pre- 
ferment. 

Csriar himfelf pafled the winter in affiduous application to civil' 
affairs, and m forming projects to embellifh the capital, and to ag- 
grand! fe the empire. He made fome regulations for the better go- 
vernment of the city. Under this title may be reckoned his prohi- 
biting the ufe of litters, of purple, and' of pearb, except to perfons 
of a ceirain rank, and to them only at great feftivals, and' on re- 



37 Cicer. 2d Familiar, lib. viL ep. 50. Ita 
Caninio Confule fciio, cemioe prandifle. 
Nihil tamcn eo Coafule mali fifturn eft. 
Fuit enim mirinca vigilantia <^ui toto fuo 



Confnlata fomnum non viderit. Hactibiri- 
dicula videotur: non enim adis. Qua: ft. 
vidsris tachrymas non tensres, 

markable 
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tnarkable occafions 5 together with his reviving the antient fump- 
tuary laws refpecting the expence of the table. For the better ex- 
ecution of thefe laws, he appointed infpectors of the markets,, with 
orders to feize all illicit articles of provifion ; and if any thing of this 
fort were known to efcape the infpectors* he fent officers to feize them 
from the tables on which they were ferved. To check the luxury of 

the times in other articles, he impofed duties on the importation of 
foreign . commodities. 

Under the ordinary pretence, that the laws were become too vo- 
luminous, he ordered them to be digefted into a code, with a view 
to Amplify and to reduce them, into a narrower compafs ; in this 
meafure attempting a reformation which mankind, in certain fixa- 
tions, generally wifli for,, but which no man can accomplifh without 
the poflefTion of abfolute power. 

In the fame fpirit of defpotical government, with which Casfar 
abridged the laws, he acted at once as legiflator and as a judge. As 

inltances of his fe verity in the latter capacity, it is mentioned, that he 

annulled a marriage, becaufe it had been contracted no more than 
two days after the woman had. parted from a former hufband ; and 
to this he joined his punimlng Senators for extortion in the provinces, 

by expulfion from the Senate. 

. His mind, at the fame time, entertained projects of . great, variety, 
and extent. To drain the great marines w T hich rendered the air fa 

unhealthy, and fo much land unferviceable in the neighbourhood of 
Rome ; to cut acrofs the ifthmus of Corinth, to erect moles, and 
form harbours on the coaft of Italy ; to make highways acrofs the. 
Apennines ; to build a new theatre that mould exceed that of Pom- 
pey ; to erect public libraries,, and make a navigable canal from the 
Anio and the Tiber to the fea at Teracina ; to build a magnificent 
temple to Mars. Thefe projects are juftly mentioned" as meritorious, 
in. the fovereign of a great empire.;, and it muft be confefTed, that. 

power. 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



power would be but a wretched pofTeffion, if there were not fome- 
thing of this fort to be done after the toils of ambition were over. 

The raeafure which of all others contributed moll to the honour 

of Csfar, did we fuppofe him intitled to the powers he affumed, was 
the general indemnity which he granted to all who had oppofed him. 
Some he even employed in the adminiftration of government, and 
promoted in the Sme. He placed Caius Caffius and Marcus Brutus, 
for this year, on the lift of Prators, and entrufted them with the 
higher jurifdicHon of the city. To the widows of many who died 

in oppofition to himfelf, he reftored their portions, and gave their 

children part of their patrimony 3 \ He replaced the ftatues of Sylla 
and of Pompey, which the populace, in flattery to himfelf, had 
thrown down ; " and by this means," fays Cicero, " he firmly efta- 

« bliflied his own." 

It appeared, on many occafions, that Cafar meant to contrail his 

own conduct with that of Sylla 19 ; his own clemency with the bloody 
executions performed by the other. The comparifon, no doubt, is 
curious, and muft occur to every perfon who reads their ftory. 
Sylla had been excited, by extreme provocations, to turn his arms 
againil a party in poffeffion of the capital, and he drew his fword to 

punifh injuries done no lefs to the republic than to himfelf. While 
he was matter of the State, he acted indeed like a perfon who did 
not care how odious he rendered defpotical power, for he did not 
mean to retain it. But he mixed, with the refentment of a perfonal 
enemy, the high views of a noble citizen, who propofed to reform 
the State by clearing it of many corrupted and dangerous members. 
When he had accompliflied this purpofe, he difdained the pageantry 

31 Suean. Dio. lib. xliii. torus non fam. H*« nova fit ratio vlncendi, 

39 Quoniam reliqoi cradeKtate odiam ef- ut mifericordia ct libcralitatc nos muniamus. 

tcgerenon potntrQnt ceqce victoriara diutius Cicer. ad Att. lib. ix. ep. 7. 

tcrcre, przar oocm L- Syllam qucm imita- 

of 
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of high ftation, was above receiving the adulation which proceeds C 
from fervility, or wifliing to enjoy a continual precedence in the 
management of affairs, which requires no extraordinary capacity. 
Embarked by fortune on a tempeftuous fea, when he had conducted 
the veffel fafe into port, he quitted the helm ; and after having been 

mafter, was not afraid to place himfelf among his countrymen as a 
fellow-citizen ; and in this flatc of equality bis greatnefs of mind 
fecured to him a diftinction, which no degree of precedency, and no» 
meafure of prerogative, could have beftowed. 

To this character that of Cafar, in many particulars, may be fairly 
confidered as a-contraft. He himfelf had ftirred up the diforders 
which produced the civil war in which he engaged. He had no in- 
juries either public or private to refent ; his affected clemency, in 
fparing a few captives, in the beginning or in the courfe of his ope- 
rations, was belied hy the wantonnefs with which he entered on a 
war, in which the blood of many thoufands of his fellow-citizens was 
to be unneceffarily lhed*°. If he had been reluctant in the fliedding 
of blood, his mercy would have appeared, in avoiding fo deftructive 
a conteft, not in oftentatioufly fparing a few of the many whofe lives 
his wanton ambition brought into hazard. His clemency fhould have 
appeared at the Rubicon, not at Corfinium ; in leaving bis country 

to enjoy its liberties, not merely in fparing fchofe whom no man in 
his fenfes would deftroy, a people who were willing to fubmic, and 
whom he defired to govern. • 

Csefar ufed to ridicule the refignation of Sylla as an act of imbe- 
cility 41 , and was himfelf fond of precedence as well as of power- The 
degree of vanity which he is faid to have indulged, in accepting the 
frivolous honours which were now conferred upon him by acts of 

the Senate, is indeed fcarcely credible. Among thefe is mentioned a 

40 It is faid that 400,000 Romans periled 41 Syllam nefcifie literas qui diftaturam 
in this conteft,. depofuerit. Sqeton, in Jul. Caef. lib. lxzvii. 

& decree 
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decree that he Ihould have precedency of all magiflrates, and the 
privilege of being always dreffed in- the triumphal robes; of having 
a gilded chair of flate, and a place of diftin&ion at all the public 
games ; that he mould be allowed to depofit a fuit of armour in the 
temple of Jupiter Feretrius, an honour appropriated to thofe who, 
like Romulus, had killed, with their own hands, a leader of the 

enemy; that his lienors mould have their fakes always bound with 
laurel ; that himfelf, in coming from the Latin feftivals, mould enter 

the city on horfeback ; that he fliould have the title of Father of his 
Country, and be fo defigned on the coins ; that the anniverfary of 
his birth-day fhould be kept as a feftival ; that ftatues mould be 
ere&ed to him in all the towns of Italy, and in the temples of the 

city ; that the ftatues, without any confideration of his titles to thefe 
honours, mould be adorned with the civic and obfuiionary crowns ; 
the nrft a badge worn by thofe who had faved a fellow-citizen in 

battle, the fecond by thofe who had delivered the city itfelf from a 
liege". 

The Senate and People obferving, that thefe diftinc"t.ion6 were 
agreeable to Csfar, fubjoined, that his robe mould be cut in imitation 
of that of the ancient kings of Rome ; that he mould have an efcort 
of Knights and Senators ; that it fhould he permitted to fa ear by his 

deftiny ; that all his decrees, without exception, mould be ratified ; 

that, at the end of five years, a feftival mould be held in honour of 

him, as of a perfon of divine extraction ; that an additional -college 
of Priefts mould be eftablifhed to perform the rites which were infti- 
tuted for that occafion ; that, in all gladiatorian fports, whether at 
Rome or in the provincial towns, one day mould be dedicated to 
him ; that a crown of gold, fet with gems, like thofe of the Gods> 
mould be carried before him into the Circus, attended with a thenfus 
or car like that on which the idols of the Gods were carried ; that he 

41 Dio. CaiT. lib. xliv. c. 4. 

fliould 
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fhould have the title of Julian Jove, have a temple erected for him- c H A p - 

felf, in conjunction with the Goddefs of Clemency; and, to complete \ v — ; 

the ridicule of thefe inftitutions, that Mark Antony mould be ap- 
pointed the prieft of this facred fane 43 . 

From thefe particulars, which, to characterife the ambition of 
the perfon to whom they refer, and the manners of the age, are 
felecled from thofe mentioned by the original hiftorian i+ , it was 
no longer to be doubted, that Csefar wilhed to eftablifh a mo- 
narchy on the ruins of the republic. He himfelf was extremely 
artogant in his behaviour, and fo unguarded in his expreffions, as to fay, 
That the republic was but a name, that his words mould be care- 
fully obferved, for that he meant every word fhould have the force of 
a law. 

To fo much arrogance and affectation of kingly ftate, joined to ab- 
folute power, nothing was wanting but the title of King. This Csefar 
himfelf evidently appeared to have the vanity to defire. His retainers 
and flatterers, on different occafions, endeavoured to furprife the People 

into a conceffion of it ; but notwithstanding the powers of Sovereign, 
which he exercifed without controul, and the honours of Divinity, 

which were decreed to him by general confent, his influence was not 
fufficient to reconcile the Roman People to the name of King. One 
of his emiflaries, willing to fuggeft the propriety of beftowing this 
title, or to infinuate Ccefar's purpofc of afiuming it, had bound the 
head of one of his ftatues with a royal fillet. The Tribunes Marullus 
and Cgefetius, affecting great zeal for the honour of Cxfar, as well as 
for the majefty of the Roman State, made inquiry after the author of 
an infinuation fo derogatory to both ; and receiving information of 
the guilty perfon, in order to check fuch infinuations for the fu- 
ture, fent him to prifon. This officious interpofition of the Tribunes, 
though pretending to vindicate Ca?far himfelf from fo odious anim- 

4 

« Dio. Caff. lib. xliv. c. 6. «♦ Ibid. 

i 
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putation, he received with marks of difpleafure ; and hearing thefe 
officers extolled as the reftorers of the public liberty with the appel- 
lation of the Brutt % " Brutes indeed," he faid they were; but took 
no farther notice of the matter. 

Soon after this incident, fome one, or a few in the aflembly of the 
People, faluted him with the title of King. But on hearing, inftead of 

acclamations, a general murmur of diflike, he filenced this unfeafon- 
able piece of flattery, faying, That his name was Cafar^ and not 
King. Here too the Tribunes again interpofed , and raifed profecutions 
againft the authors of fuch treafonable exprcflions. But in this in- 
ftance Csfar loft his patience, and complained in the Senate, that 
factious men, under the pretence of difcharging the public office of 
magiftracy, propagated infinuations injurious to his character, and 
tending to alarm the People with falfe apprehenfions. Such offences, 
he faid, merit capital punifhment; but he mould be fatisfied with 

degradation from their office. This fentence was accordingly in- 
flicted ; and from thenceforward it was not doubted, that Csefar 
afpired to the title, as well as the power of a monarch. 

This opinion was ftill farther confirmed, when, on the fixteenth 
of February *\ at the Luptrcalta (a fefHval, which being continued 
down from barbarous ages, ferved as a monument of primseval fim- 
plicity and rudenefs), the fame piece of flattery, in making tender 
of a crown, was renewed by Antony, .{hen in the office of Conful, 
and the chief confident of Csfar. 

It was the cuftom in this feftival of the Lupercalia, for the firfl 
officers of State, and the firft of the Nobles, to prefent themfelves naked 
in the ftreets, carrying thongs of undrefled hide, with which they 
ran through the crowd, and ftruck at thofe who happened to be 
placed within their reach. The flroke was thought a remedy, in 

4J Cicer. Philip, ii. c. 34, 

particular, 
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particular, for barrennefs in women ; and numbers of this fex C HA p. 
crowded in the way to receive it. 

In the ceremony now to be performed, Mark Antony bore his part 

as Conful ; and Caefar fat on his gilded chair of ftate in his triumphal 

robes to behold the fpectacle. Antony flopped before hira, and 
prefented him with a royal crown, faying, " This crown the Roman 

" People confer upon Cxfar by my hands." A few of the fpectators 

feemed to applaud ; but Cxfar, perceiving that the People in general, 

by their fdence, gave figns of difpleafure, puflied away the crown 

with his hand ; and upon this action, received from the People, by an 
univerfal fliout of applaufe, an unqueftionable explanation of their 
former filence. 

To try the effect of a moderation which was fo much applauded, 
Antony threw himfelf upon the ground at Csefar's feet, repeated his 
offer of the crown, and hoped that the People might join him in 
preffing the acceptance of what was fo modeftly refufed ; but with 

no better fuccefs than in the former attempt. 

That the merit of this refufal, however, might not be forgotten, or 
that the offer might be held equal to the actual inveftiture of the crown, 
an entry was made in the Fafti or public records, by the directions 
of Antony, M That the Conful having, by the order of the Roman 
u People, prefented a crown, and offered to confer the majefty of 
" King on Caius Julius Cxfar, perpetual Dictator, he had declined 
w to receive it 



4S » 



The Roman republic had, for fome time, fubfifted a very diforderly 
ftate; the People having dominion over many other nations, fcarcely 
admitted any ipecies of government among themfelves. The inha- 
bitants of Rome, affuming the prerogatives of the collective body of 
Roman citizens, who now not only extended over all Italy, but were 
difperfed throughout the empire, generally affembled in tumults, whofe 

45 Ciccr, Philip, ii. c. 34. 
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proceedings nothing but force could regulate, and at every convulfion 
gave an immediate prcfpect of military government. All who wifhed 
to prelerve the republic, endeavoured to extend the prerogatives of the 

Senate, and to prevent, as much as pofiible, thefe ill-formed affemblies 
of the People from deliberating on matters of S;ate ; and it might, no 
doubt, have been (till better for the empire, if the fpirit of legal mo- 
narchy could at once have been infufed into every part of the com- 
monwealth ; or if, without further pangs or convuliions, the autho- 
rity of a prince, tempered with that of a Senate, had been firmly 

efLiblifhed. But men do not at once change their habits and 
opinions, nor yield their own pretenfions upon fpeculative notions 
of what is fuited to the ftate of the ircountry. Ca:far afpired to dominion 
in order to gratify his perfonal vanity, not to correct the political 

errors of the times ; and his contemporaries, born to the rights of 
citizens, ftill contended for perfonal independence and equality, 
however impoffible it might be longer to preferve any fpecies of re- 
public at the head of iuch an empire. 

Ever fince the expulfion of Tarquin, the name of King had been 
odious at Rome. The moft popular citizens, as foon as they became 
fufpected of afpiring to kingly power, became objects of averfion, and 
were marked out as a prey to the deteftation of their countiy. Thus 
fell Manlius Capitolinus, the Gracchi, Apuleius, and others who 
were leaded with this imputation. 

The Romans, accuftomed to fee vanquifhed kings the fport of 
popular infolence, led in triumph, put to death ; or, if fuffered to live, 
made to languid in poverty and neglect — accuftomed to fee kings, 
who were their own allies, fubmitting their caufe to the judgment 
of the Roman People, or fuing for favour, confidered monarchy 



to give a king to the 

barbarians and flaves. 



t 



fervility 



The 



OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. 



The maxim, which forbids afla/fination in every cafe whatever, c 
is the refult of prudent reflection, and has a tendency to allay the • 
jealoufy, and to mitigate the cruelty of perfons, who, by violent 
ufurpations, which laws cannot reftrain, have incurred the refent- 
ment of mankind. Even tyrants, it is fuppofed, are cruel from fear, 
and become merciful in proportion as they believe themfelves fecure; 
it were un wife, therefore, to entertain maxims which keep the power- 
ful in a continual ftate of diftruft and alarm. This prudential mora- 
lity, however, was intirely unknown in the antient republics, or 
could not be obferved, without furrendering the freedom for which 

the citizens contended. Amongft them the People were obliged to 
confider, not what was fafe, but what was necefTary ; and could not 
always defend themfelves againft ufurpations, neither by legal forms, 
nor by open war. It was thought allowable, therefore, to employ 
artiiice, furprife, and fecret confpiracy againft an ufurper ; and this 
was fo much the cafe at Rome, that no names were held in greater 
veneration, than thofe of citizens who had afiluTmated perfons fnfpected 
of views dangerous to the commonwealth ; or who, by any means 
whatever, rendered abortive the projects of adventurers who attempted 
to arm any party againft the legal conftitution of their country. 

C'^far, having attempted to join the title of King with the powers of 
perpetual Dictator, had reaibn to diftruft a People who were actuated 
by fuch conceptions. He was an object of private as well as of public 
refentment, having ufurped the government' over thofe whom he had 
cruelly injured ; over the fathers, the brothers; and fons of thofe 
who had fallen by his fword. He accordingly, for fome time, had 
the precaution to keep z military guard attending his perfon ; buf^ 
grown familiar with thofe he had offended, and fecure in his perfbnal 
courage, he dropt this precaution, and began to reign with the confi- 
dence of a lawful monarch. Although he had incurred fo much re- 
fentment, he difdained to ftand in awe of it, and ventured to join the 

confidence 
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confidence of innocence with the higheft meafures of guilt. This 
conduct indeed was uncommon, and the effect of a daring courage, 
but unworthy of the penetration and {kill with which he had hitherto 

conduded his affairs. It may ferve to confirm, what has been already 

been obferved, that, amongft the many accomplifhments which he 
poffeffed, and together with the abilities which rendered him fuperior 
to every direct oppofition, he was actuated by a vanity which bor- 
dered on weaknefs. Milled, perhaps, by this paffion, he perfifled in 

his emulation to the glory of Sylla, and would {how to the world, that 

he who had not refigned his power could walk the ftreets of Rome, un- 
attended, with as much fafety as the other, who had had the mag- 
nanimity to reftore the conftitution of his country ; joined to this 
weaknefs, he had too mean an opinion of thofe who compofed the 
commonwealth, greatly funk indeed in their political characters, but 
not fallen into that Hate of perfonal weaknefs, which his fecurity and 
contempt of them feemed to imply. " 

Above fixty citizens of noble extraction were found, who thought 

their late condition as members of the republic could ftill be recovered. 
Some had been ftunned with their fall, but not quite overwhelmed; 

others, who, on fpecious pretences, had affified in obtaining the victories 

of Cxfar, detelied die monarchy which he was pleafed to affume. In 
the firft period of the civil war many imagined, that the conteft was 
to end in fubftituting one party for another, not in the intire fubver- 
fion of the republican government ; and they were inclined, as foon 
as fortune fhould declare in favour of either party, to be reconciled 
with thofe that prevailed 4(5 . But when it evidently appeared, that 
Caefar, by fuppreffing the laft remains of oppofition to himfelf in every 
part of the empire, meant to eflablifli a monarchy in his own perfon, 
a fecret indignation filled the breads of thofe who, upon a foot of family 

Cicero ad Familiar. 
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conlequence, or perfonal ability, had any pretenfions to political ira- c 
portance. To fuch perfons the dominion of an equal appeared in- 
fufferable. Many of - them [affected fervility, in conferring the ex- 
travagant honours which had been decreed to Casfar, as the mafk of 

a fullen difpleafure, which, confcious of a tendency to betray itfelf, 
took the difguife of the oppofite extreme. 

The queftion refpedling the expedience of monarchical govern- 
ment, did not enter into the deliberations of any one. If it had been 
urged, that a King was necefTary ; it would have been afked, Who 
gave the right to Ca?far? If the People in general were corrupt, were 
the bankrupts, and outlaws, and foldiers of fortune that formed the 
court of Caefar unblemifhed ? If the great, the able, and experienced 
citizens, who were qualified to fupport the republic, were now no 
more, by whofe fword had they perilhed ? or who was to blame for 
the ruin that had befallen the commonwealth ? If the corrupt arts, 
the treafons, the murders, encouraged or executed by Casfar, had 
made a change of government necefTary, the firft act of that new go- 
vernment, for the inftru&ion of mankind, ought to have been to 
punifli the author of fo many diforders and crimes, not to reward 
him with a crown. 

Many of Caefar's officers, and the neareft to his perfon, were as 
much in this mind as any other citizens ; and on this fuppofition, fo 
familiar was the thought of proceeding to the laft extremities againft 
him, that, when Antony came to meet Cadar on his return from 
Spain, Trebonius ventured to found his inclinations refpe&ing a 
defign on Csefars life 46 . Although Antony did not adopt the mea- 
fure, he did not betray Trebonius, nor did he appear to be furprifed 
at the propofal. It was afterwards fuggefted, that Antony fliould 
be invited to a fliare in the confpiracy j and the propofal was dropt 

44 Ciccr. Philip, ii. 14. 
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only on account of the refufal which he had already given toTrebonius ; 
fo readily was it believed, that every noble Roman would rather fhare 
in the government of his country, as an independent citizen, than as 
a retainer to the moft fuccefsfui ufurper. 

It is well known, that a confpiracy accordingly was, at this time, 
formed againft the life of Ca?far, although the firft fteps and the con- 
futations of the parties are no where minutely recorded. The prin- 
cipal authors of it were Caius Caflius and Marcus Brutus, then Praetors 
in the city ; Decimus Brutus and Trebonius, who had both ferved 
in high rank under Cxfav himfelf, and of whom the firft was deftined 
by him to the command in Cifalpine Gaul, and to the Confulate in 
the following year. 

Caius Caftius was early noted for a high and impetuous fpirit. It 

is obferved, that, being a boy when Sylla was at the height of his 
power, he ftruck the fon of the Dictator for having faid, That his 
father was the mafter of the Roman People. The tutor of young Sylla 
having carried a complaint to Pompey, the boys were called, and 
quefHoned on the fubjectof the quarrel, w Do but repeat your words 
" again," faid CafTius ; " and in this prefence I will ftrike you." He 
had difHngulihed himfelf in Syria by collecting the remains of the 
unfortunate army of Craffus, with which he repelled the attempt of 
the Parthians on that province. He followed Pompey in the civil 
war, and commanded a fquadron of the fleet on the coaft of Sicily at 
the time of the battle of Pharfalia. From thence he went into Afia, 

with a profefTed intention to wait for the arrival of the victor from 
Alexandria, and to drop ail further oppofition againft him ; but even 
then, according to Cicero, would have put Cafar to death, if he had 
not debarked on a different fide of the Cydnus, from that on which 

he was at firft expected to land * 7 . 

47 Cicer. Philip, ii. c. n. 
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. Marcus Brutus was the nephew of Cato by His filler Servilia 5 and CHAP. 

fo much the favourite of Ca:far, who was.'faid to have had an in- 
trigue with his mother, that he was by fome fuppofed to be his fon. 
The father of Brutus, in the civil wars of Sylla, had been on the 
fide of Marius* and having fallen into Pompey's hands, was by him 
put to death. The fon retained fo much refentmerit on this ac- 
count, that he never accofted or feluted Pompey till after the civil 
war broke out; when, thinking it necefTary to facrificeall private 
confiderations to the public caufe, he joined him in Macedonia, and 
was received with great marks of . diftin&ion. This young man, 
cither, on account of his? uncle Cato, or on account of the expectation 

generally entertained of himfelf, was held in the higheft eftimation'. 
Being taken prifoner at the battle of Pharfalia, he was not only pro- 
tected b£ the vi&or, but fent into, the -province of Cifalpine Gaul 



Africa 



lained 



fafe cuftody than in high confidence with Csfan- He was this 
year, together with Gaius -Calfius, . who. married his fifter, promoted 
tothe <jigaity.of .Przetorj and thqugh-of lefs : ftanding than Gaffius, 
|iad -the precedence by the partiality of Csefar. ThisTcircumftance 
*vas ;fuppqfedi :Mi the time that .Brutus » and Gaffius were casually 
framing their confpiracy, to have occafioned a breach between them. 



reputed 



been 



calls' to v}h4i<^ Rome, which were po%d up or 

^drbpt in public' places-; and which, from the* prevailing fpirit at 

difcouteht, found a ready , acceptance. Labels were hung upon 
the ftatues of thCaritient Brutus; and billets were jdropt, in^hfe 

night, upon , tie* judgment-feat of the Praetor, of: th&iiame, ex- 
citing him to -imitate his ariceftbrs, by reftoring the republic^ 
" .You. .fieep, you are not Brutus and on the ftatues of his 
Youth • G fuppofed 
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* fuppofed anceftor, the elder Brutus, w*s written, " Would .you 
u were alive !" Thefe expreiEons of a fecrct difaffedion, and pro- 
gnoses of fome violent defign, either efcaped the attention of Ca?lar ? 
©r were deipifed by bim ; but were eafily underftood by pcrfong 

who looked for a deliverance from the indignities to which they felt 
therafelves expofed. While Caffius and Marcus. Brutus entered. into 
a fc/mal concert on this fubject, numbers pined under the want 

of that confideration to which they thought themfelves born ; many 
were provoked by particular inftancfes of vanity or arrogance in the 

s 

prefent Dicrarer 44 j and upon the leaft hint of a defign againft him; 
were ready to join. tt I am forry you fhould he ill at fo critical a 
" time," faid Brutus to Legarius. 11 I am not ill," faid the other* 
M if you have any intentions worthy of yourfelf *V* , 

Great numbers' daily acceded to the plot, of whom the following^ 
befides Brutus and Caffius, are the principal names upon record : Cseci • 
lius and Bucolianui, two brothers, Rubrius Rex, Q^Ligarius, M# Spu~ 
rius, Servilius Galba, Sexfius Nafo, Pontius Acquila. Thefe had evet 
been on the fide of the Senate, or adherents df Pompey. The fol - 

lowing had a fled in the war under Csdar; Decimus Brutus, C. Cafca, 
Trebonius, Tullius Qmber, Minucius, alld Bafilus '* \ they are faid 

in all to have amounted to fixty **. Cicero gras known to detelt the 

* 

** Cz£u had, about tils time, a viflt from an apology for having made Cicero waif coo 
toe queen of Egypt, who lived with Kim at long in his anti-chamber, he accofted him 

Vis gardens oa the Tiber (Cicer. ad Attic, with faying, " How can i hope to be tole- 

lib. xiv.)< Mwy who overlooked his uforp- 11 rated, when even Marcos Tulliua Ckero 

ation, and the violence he did to the -eon- " is made to wait? If anyone could forgive 

taction of his country, were fcaadalixed at " it, he wonld ; but the world nod deleft 

the intimacy in whkh he Kved with this " me." Cleopatra, it is probable, made no 

woman. Being accofloaed to the dilHnc- foch apology When fte gave eaufc to cOnS* 

tkms of a court, and cocGdering CxQlt as plain of her arrogance* 
the monarch, Ok treated the citizen i, who *• Suctoa. ia Czfare. 
woe &U a dmitte d to Jam on a foot of >« Appian. de Bell. Cfc. lib. ii. 1 
equality, as dependents and fubjefts. He i» Sueton. in Caj&re. 
iiafeif, wirh all his ftate, was poihe. Ai 

t * ufurpatron 
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UfiiiTparida of Ctfiari to mdurn oVer the fall of* the, commonwealth, 
Over tM hUtrtiltatioh of the Serine, arM the diminution of his dwn 
political 'cohfequence ; ' but he was not confulted in this defign. The 
aifthbtd of ir'relled dh his fuppoit, in cafe they ftould be fuccefsful ; 
but thay knew too well hiiihgetiuity in fuggefttag fcruples and dif- 
ficulties, 1 io bring him inti their previous deliberations on fa arduous 

■ 

an ehterpriztj, . . * 

i 

The confjijrators, in forming their projeft, generally founded the 
mlhdi bf pdtfons before they made *ny forma! or dirett propofal. 
Btiitul being in company "With Sfcitilius, Favonius, and Labio, pro- 
pofed, am6ng other prbhle'matical queftions, ibme doubts concerning 
the expediency of affaffinating "tyrants. Favohius obferad, that fuca 
i&ions led 1 to civil war, and that this %as wbtfe than Usurpation. 
Statiliui faitf, that no wife man Would' terigafee in fo hazarclbtis an 

• * ' mm I 

enterprise- t{i ferve a parcel of kritfr* aiti| fbbk tabib contended 

warmly with^.Wju and Brutus <hfffl^M^ the fubjeft, thought no 
xhore of Statitms or Ffcyonius, but #m&tti?icated rip defign to labio, 
who immediately graced it. 1 

As fo many Were cbnceitoed, and aa they remained fome time in fuf- 
^nce ! a8t6 'the proper time and plfice" for the execution of their pur- 

pbife^it'isfi^^^^ come to fuch 3 

height undifcovered. But Cxfar did not encourage informers \ Jm 
g$at .courage pre(er^e^' hini ^oni t(ie jealou(i$s by which others in 
left dangerous fuuaribns are guided. He trufted to his popularity, 
to fur munjfccencei'Jrtp thej , proftflions . of ftibmifllon , which were 

ihafdV to - . hp, and ]\o the intereft which hJj fuppofedi frariy to. have; 
in the- prefcrvatibn of his life. He had not only difmlfled the 
guards, which at his return to Ronie had attended him j and was 
commonly preceded only by his Li&ors and the ufual retinue of his 

civil rank j but had iuffered the veterans, to difperfe on the lands 

wjrich h^.been afligne<J to theni, unfurnifhefl Italy of troops, and had 

G 2 tranfpcrted 
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B 0 0 JC tranfported the greater part of the army into Macedonia, referring 
> , t only a fmall body under Eepidus in the fuburbs of Rome. His own 

mind, though fond of appearances of fuperiority, it is probable, was 
eafily fatiated with the pageantry of ftate. His thoughts became 
vacant and languid in the pofieflion of a ftation to which he had 
ftruggled through fo much blood; and his a&ive mind ftill urged 

him to extenfive projects of war and conqueft". He accordingly 
planned a feries of wars which were opt likely to end but with his 
life. He was to begin with revenging the death of Graflus, and re-« 

during the Parthians. He was next to pafs by Hyrcania and the 

coafts of the Cafpian Sea into Scythia ; from thence, by the lhores of 
the Euxine Sea, into Sarmacia, Dacia, and Germany 5 and from 

thence, by his own late conquefts in Gaul, to return into Italy 54 ; 
for this purpofe he had already fent forward into Macedonia feven- 
teen legions and ten. thou&nd horfe 

As Csefar was likely, whatever may have been the extent, of his 

projects, to be employed fome time in the execution of them, he 
thought proper to anticipate the election of magiftrates at Rome, and 

to arrange, before his departure, the whole fucceflion to office for 
fome years. Dion Caflius fays, that his arrangement was made for 
three years ; Appian, for five years. It is certain, that he fixed the 
fucceflipn to office for two fubfequent years.' Hirtius and Panfa were 
deftined to the Confulate in the firft ; Decimus Brutus and Plancus> 
in the fecond 5 *. He continued to increafe the number of magiftrates, 
that he might have more opportunities to gratify his retainers and 

friends. The Quseftors,* as has been mentioned, he augmented to 
forty, the £diles to fix, : the Praetors to fixteen. Among the latter 
he named Ventidius, a native of Picenum, who had been taken and 
led in triumph, while the people of that diftricr, with the other 

ssDio.CaiT. Appian. Plutarch. 55 Appian. deBcll. Civil. lib. 

** Plottrch. in C;efare. 3 * Cicero ad Attic, lib, xiv. cp. 6. 

3 Italians, 
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Italians, on account of their claim of being inrolled as citizens, were 

at war with Rome. Ventidius had fubfifted by letting mules and 
carriages. In the purfuit of this bufinefs he had followed the army 
of Caefar into Gaul ; and becoming known to that general, was gra- 
dually trufted and advanced by him. His career of preferment con- 
tinued up to the dignity of Conful, and he himfelf, as has been for- 
merly obferved, came at laft to lead, in the capacity of a victorious 

general, a proceffion of the fame kind with that in which he had 
made his firft entry at Rome as a captive. 

* » 

ft 

This arrangement, in which Gsefar, by anticipating the nomination 

■ 

of magiftrates, precluded the citizens from the ufual exercife of their 
rights of election, made the fubverfion of the republic more felt 
than any of the former acts of his power, and gave the leaders of 
the cbnfpiracy a great advantage againft him. The profpect of his 
approaching departure from Rome, which was fixed for the month 

m • 

of March, urged the fpeedy execution of their purpofe. The report 
of a refponfe or prediction, which fome of the flatterers of Csefar 

had procured from the college of Augurs, bearing that the Parthians 
were not to be fubdued but by a king appeared to be the prelude 
of a motion to vefl him, in his intended expedition againft the Par- 
thians, with the title, and with the enfigns of royalty, to be borne, if 
not in the city, at leaft in the provinces 58 . 

A meeting of the Senate being already fummoned, for the Ides, or 
fifteenth, of March, the propofal to beftow on Qx(ax the title of 
King, as a. qualification enjoined by the Sybils to make war on the 

parthians,. was expected to be the principal bufinefs of the aflemblyv 
This circumftance determined the conlpirators in the choice of a place 

for the execution of their defign. They- had formerly deliberated^ 
whether to pitch upon the Campus Martius, and to ftrike their blow 

* 7 Dio. Cafll lib. xliv. c. 15. & Zonajas, lib, x. c 14. 
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ia the prefence of die Roman People aflerabled, or in the entry to 
the theatre, or in a ftreet through which Caefar often paffed in , the 
way to his own home s \ But this meeting of the Senate feemed now 

to prefent the moft convenient place, and the moft favourable oppor- 
tunity. The prefence of the Senate, it was fuppofed, would render 
the aSioti of the conipirators fufficiently awful and fplemn ; the 

i 

common caufe would be inftantly acknowledged by all the members 

■ 

of that body ; and the execution done would be juftified under their 
authority. If any were difpofed to refill, they were not likely to 

be armed; and the aftair might be ended by the death of Cxhv 

alone, or without any efiiifion of blood beyond that which was ori- 
ginally intended. 



* * 



It was at firft propofed that Antony, being likely to carry on the 
lame military usurpations which Csefar had begun, ftould be taken 
off at the lame rime ; but this was over-ruled* It was fuppofed that 
Antony, and every other Senator and citizen, would readily embrace 
tie Hate of independence and perfonal confideratiori which was 
to be offered to them ; or if they mould not embrace it, they 
would not be of fufficient numbers or credit to diftrefs the republic, 



r ▼ | - * 

or to overfet that balance of parties in whic^ the freedom of the 
whole confifted. It was fuppofed that the moment Casfar fell, there 

• • % 

Would not be any one left to 4 covet or to fuppqrt an ufurpation 

■ 

which had been fo unfortunate in his perfon. . " If we do. any thing 
u more than is neceflary to fet the Romans at liberty," faid Marcus 
Brutus, w we mail be thought to aft from private refitment, and to 
" intend reftoring the parry of Pompey, not the republic." 

The intended affembly of the Senate was to be held in one of the 
receffes of Pompey's theatre It was determined by the conipirators, 
that they mould repair to this meeting as ufual, either feparately, or 



»• Sutton, ia Cg&re. 



•°Dio.Caff. lib.xllv. c.i 5 . 
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wkh concealeS weapons, they fhould proceed to the execution of 
their purpofe as foon as Csfar had taken his feat To guard againft 
any difturbarice or tumult that might arife to ffuftrate their intentions, 
Decimus Brutus, whg was mafter of a troop of gladiators, Undertook 
to have* this troop, under pretence of exhibiting fome combats on 

■ 

that day to the people ported iii the theatre, and ready at his com- 
mand for any fervice *V 

g the interval of fufpence which preceded the meeting of 



armed CHAP* 

I* 



Dyrf 



■ 

>erfbrm 



duties of his ftation with an unaltered countenance : at home he was 
lefs guarded, and frequently appeared to have fomerhing- uncom: 



on his mind* 



arduous 



refpe&ing the State was in agitation ; and when foe queftioned. him*.' 
waji confirmed in this apprehenfion, by his eluding her inquiries; 
Thinking herfelf, by her esjtraaion and by her alliance, intitled to 
confidehbe, fhe, bore this appearance of diftruft with- regret j and; 
under the idea , that the jfecret which was.. "Withheld from Ker, muft 
befuch as, Upoiany fufpicion, might occafion the torture to be em- 
ployed to force h confeffion ; and fupppfing that (he herfelf was dip 
rrufted more on Account of the yeakneft than of the indifcretion of 



pf her own ftrength, before: 
jfecret fhould ba communicated to her. For this 
purpofe iKefcave herfelf a wound in the thigh, and while it feftered- 
and produ^clfi acutg J)ain and fever, flie endeavoured to prefervcher 
ufual cQuntenatice, without any fign of iurfering or diflrefs. Being 
£itisfied fyth this trial of her own ftrength, fhc told her hufband the- 
particulars, and With fome degree of triumph. added, " Now pu may 
" trufi me ; I am the wife of Brutus and the daughter of Cato ; keep 
" me no longer in douht or fufpence upon any fubje8 in which I too-, mult: 



fll Dio. Ca{r..lib.xliv v c.i5,. 
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w be fo deeply concerned" The circumftance of her wound, the pre- ■ 
tenfions which fhe otherwife had to confidence, drew; the fecret from 
her hufband, and undoubtedly from thenceforward, by the paffions 
which were likely to agitate the mind of a tender and affectionate 

woman, expofed the defign to additional hazard of a difcovery and 
of a failure. 

But the morning of the Ides of March, the day on which this con- 
{piracy was to be executed, arrived, and there was yet .no fufpidori. 
The confpirators had been already together at the houfe of one of. the 
Pnetors. Caflius was to prefent his fon that morning to the people, 
with the ceremony ufual in alTuming tbehabit of manhood ; and he 
was, upon this account, to be attended by his friends into the place of 
affembly. He was afterwards, together with Brutus, in their ca- 
pixity of magutrates, employed, as ufual, in giving judgment on 
the caufes that were brought before them. As they fat in the Praetor's 
chair they received intimation that Ca»far, having been indifpofed 

over-night, was not to be abroad ; and that he had commuTioned 

Antony, in his name, to adjourn the Senate to another day. Upon 
this report, they fufpe&ed a difcovery; and while they were de- 
liberating what fhould be done, Popilius Lenas, a Senator whom 

they had not entrufted with their defign, whifpered them as he pafTed, 
u I pray that God may profper what you have in view. Above all 
" things difpatch." Their fufpicions of a difcovery being thus ftili 

further confirmed, the intention foon after appeared to be public. 
An acquaintance told Cafca, a You have concealed this bufinefs from 
* me, but Brutus told me of it." They were ftruck with furprife ; 
but Brutus prefently recollected that he had mentioned to this perfon 
no more than Cafca's intention of (landing for Jidile, and that the 
words which he fpoke probably referred only to that bufinefs ; they 
accordingly determined to wait the iffue of thefe alarms' 1 . 



fI Appian.dc Ecll. Civil, lib. ii 
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In the mean time Carfar, at the perfuafion of Decimus Brutus, c 
though once determined to remain at home, had changed his mind, 
and was already in the ftreets, being carried to the Senate in his litter. 
Soon after he had left his own houfe, a Have came thither in hafte, 
defired protection, and faid he had a fecret of the greateft mo- 
ment to impart. He had probably overheard the confpirators, or had 
obferved that they were armed ; but not being aware how preflmg the 
time was, he fuffcred himfelf to be detained till Csefar's return. 
Others, probably, had obferved circumftances which led to a difcovery 
of the plot, and Cxfar had a billet to this effect given to him as he 

palled in the ftreets ; he was intreated by the perfcn who gave it in- 
ftantly to read it ; and he endeavoured to do fo, but was prevented by 
the multitudes who crowded around him with numberlcfs applications; 
and he ftill carried this paper in his hand when he entered the Senate. 
"Brutus and moft of the confpirators had taken their places a little 

• m 

while before the arrival of C«efar,and continued to be alarmed by many 

circumftances which tended to lhake their refolution. Porcia, in the 
fame moments, being in great agitation, expofed herfelf to public 

notice. She liftened with anxiety to every noife in the ftreets ; flic 
difpatched, without any pretence of bufinefs, continual meffages to- 
wards the place where the Senate was affembled ; fhe afked every 
perfon who came from that quarter if they obferved what her hufband 
was doing. Her fpirit at laft funk under the effect of fuch violent 

emotions j fhe fainted away, and was carried for dead into her 
apartment. A mefTage came to Brutus in the Senate with this ac- 
count. He was much affected, but kept his place 6 \ Popilius 
Lamas, who a little before feemed, from the expreflion he had dropped, 
to have got notice of their defign, appeared to be in earneft con- 
vention with Csfar, as he lighted from his carriage. This left the 



*' Plut. in Brute 
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confpirators no longer in doubt that tbey were difcovered ; and they 
made figns to each other, that it would be better to die by their own 
hands than to fall into the power of their enemy. But they faw 
of a fudden the countenance of Lamas change into a fmile, and 
perceived that his converfation with Csefar could not relate to fuch 

a bufinefs as theirs. * 

Czfars chair of ftate had been placed near to the pedeftal of 
Pompey's flatue. Numbers of the confpirators had feated themfelves 
around it, Trebonius, under pretence of bufinefs, had taken An- 
tony aiide at the entrance of the theatre, Cimber, who, with others 
of the confpirators, met Csefar in the portico, prefented him with a 
petition in favour of his brother, who had been excepted from the late 
indemnity ; and in urging the prayer of this petition, attended the 
Didator to his place. Having there received a denial from Csefar, ut- 
tered with fome expreffions of impatience at being fo much impor- 
tuned, he took hold of his robe, as if to prefs the intreaty. Nay^ faid 
Csiar, this is violence. While he fpoke thefe words, Cimber flung 
back the gown from his moulders ; and this being the fignal agreed 
upon, called out to ftrike. Cafca aimed the firft blow. Csefar ftarted 
from his place, and in the hrft moment of furprife, pufhed Cimber 
with one arm, and laid hold of Cafca with the other. But he foon 
perceived that refiftance was vain ; and while the fwords of the 
confpirators clamed with each other, in their way to his body, he 
wrapped himfelf up in his gown, and fell without any farther 
ftruggle. It was obferved, in the fuperftition of the times, that in 

falling, the blood whjch fprung from his wounds fprinkled the pedeftal 
of Pompey's ftatue. And thus having employed the greateft abilities 
to fubdue his fellow citizens, with whom it would have been a much 

greater honour to have been able to live on terms of equality, he fell, 
in the height of his fecurity,a facrifice to their juft indignation; a linking 

example 
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example of what the arrogant have to fear in trifling with the feel- 
ings of a free people, and at the fame time a leflbn of jealoufy and 
of cruelty to tyrants, or an admonition not to fpare, in the exercife 
of their power, thofe whom they may have infulted by ufurping 
it. 

When the body lay breathlefs on the ground, Caffius called out, 
that there '.ay the word of men 61 . Brutus called upon the Senate to 

judge of the tranfadtion which had pafled before them, and was pro- 
ceeding to ftate the motives of thofe who were concerned in it, when 
the members, who had for a moment ftood in filent amazement, role 
on a iudden, and began to feparate in great confirmation. All thofe 

who had come to the Senate in the train of Csefar, his Liclors, the 
ordinary officers of State, citizens and foreigners, with many fer- 

vants and dependants of every fort, had been inftantly feized with a 

panic ; and as if the fwords of the confpirators were drawn againft 

themfelves, had already rufhed into the ftreets, and carried terror 

and confufion wherever they went. The Senators themfelves now 

followed. No man had prefence of mind to give any account of what 
had happened, but repeated the cry that was ufual on great alarms 

for all perfons to" withdraw, and to (hut up their habitations and 
Ihops. This cry was communicated from one to another in the 
ftreets. The people, imagining that a general .maflacre was fome- 
where begun, fhut up and barred all their doors as in the dead of 
night, and every one prepared to defend his own habitation. 

Antony, upon the firft alarm, had changed his drefs, and retired 

to a place of fafety. He believed that the confpirators muft have 
intended to take his life, together with that of Csefar ; and he fled 
in the apprehenfion of being inftantly purfued. Lepidus repaired to 

V 

6i Cic. ad Famil. lib. xii. ep. i. Ncquiffimum occifum efle. 
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the fuburbs, where the legion he commanded was quartered ; and. 

uncertain whether Csefar's death was the act of the whole Senate, 

or of a private party, waited for an explanation, or an order from 

the furviving conful, to determine in what manner he fhould a& e \ 

In thefe circumftances a general paufe, and an interval of fulpence 
and filence, took place over the whole city. 



Appian. do Bell. Civ. lib. ii. 
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C H A P. II. 

General Confer nation on the Death of Cafar. Tumult iury Affembly 

of the People, Declarations of China and DolabclLu Ap- 
pearance of Brutus and Caffius in the Forum. Their Return 

to the CapitoL Meeting and Debate in the Senate. Acl of 

Oblivion. Speech of Brutus to the People* Funeral of Cafar. 

Infurreclion of the People. Policy of Antony. Appear- 
ance of Oflavius. His difference with Antony. Both have 

Recourfe to Arms. Afpetl of Things. Antony proceeds to 

expel Decimus Brutus from the Cfalp'me Gaul. 

IN the general confternation, occafioned by the death of CsTar, 
the authors of this important event appeared to be no lefs at a 
Iofs what to do, than the other members of the Senate, on whom it 
was brought by furprize. The danger of executing the firft part of 
tlieir defignhad appeared fo great, that they looked no farther, or they 
imagined that with Csefar s life every difficulty would be ended j and 
that the Senate and People, reftored to their authority and privileges, 
would naturally recur to their ufual forms. Finding themfelves de- 
ferted in the Senate, and not knowing to what dangers they might 
ftill be expofed, they wrapped up the left arm in their gowns ; a pre- 
paration which the Romans, in the habit of ufing a fhield, generally 
made when alarmed with any profped of violence. 

The Confpirators thus in a body, with their fwords yet ftained 
with blood, went forth to the ftreets proclaiming fecurity and li- 
berty, and inviting every one to concur with them in reftoring the 
commonwealth. They were joined by many who, though not ac- 
cdTary to the confpiracy, chofe to embark with them in the prefent 

ftote 
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(late of their fortunes. Of thefe are particularly mentioned, Len- 

tulus Spinther, Favonius, Acquinas, Dolabella, Murcus, Peticus, 
and Cinna. But obferving that the People in general did not fliew 
any hearty approbation of their caufe ; and knowing that, befides 
the legion which Lepidus commanded in the fuburbs, there were in 
the city multitudes of veterans, who having received grants of land 

from Qelar, either had not yet gone to take poffeffion of them, or hav- 
ing been at their fettlements, had returned to pay court to their patron 
before his departure from Rome ; and fulpetting that Antony, now 

the fole Conful and fupreme officer of State, was likely to exert the 
powers of a magistrate againft them ; and being on every fide befet 
with dangers of which they knew not the extent, they determined 
to take refuge in the Capitol, and with the gladiators of Decimus 
Brutus, who had already taken pofleflion of that forttvfs, to wait the 
uTue of this general fcene of fufpence. 

Multitudes of the people, obferving that the perfons who had oc- 

cafioned this general alarm were themfelves on the defenfive, and no 

way inclined to extend the effufion of blood, ventured forth into the 

ftreets, and many crowded together in the forum or ordinary place 
cf refort \ The firft perfon that took any public part upon this oc- 
cafion was Cinna, the fon of him who had been a leader of the 
Marian party, brother-in-law of Caefar, and now, by his nomi- 
nation, advanced to the dignity of Praetor. This relation of the de- 
ceafed, to the furprife of every one, tore the Praetor's gown from his 
own fcoulders ; declared that in this aft he then abdicated his office, 

as having been unwarrantably obtained by the nomination of an 
ufurper ; and he proceeded to make a harangue to the People, in 

1 Appian £*ys, that the friends of the con- was of refloring democratic*! government to 

lpirator?, by diilri bating money, endeavour- the inhabitants of Rome, corapofed of the 

ed to form a party among the populace refufe of Italy, and of the provinces collected 

The rectory cf :his expedient, if real, b to enjoy the rewards cf idlenefi and faction, 
feciriect to ihew hew defperate the ittempt 

3 which 
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which he reprefented Caefar as a tyrant, extolled the confpirators as 
the reftorers of liberty to their country, and propofed that they fliould 
have the proper fafeguards to their perfons, and be invited to aflift in 
the aflembly of the People. 

Dolabella, who had been nominated by Csefar to fucceed in the 

office of Conful, which he himfelf was about to vacate, thinking 

that the intended fucceffion was now open to him upon Qefar's 
death, reverfed the firft part of Cinna's condud, by affuming the 
robes and enfigns of Conful, to which he had no title ; but joined 
with the abdicated Prxtor in applauding the authors of Csefar's death, 
expreffed his wifli that he himfelf had been a partner in the glory of 
their a&ion, joined with Cinna, in pro'pofing that thefe reftorers of 
liberty mould be invited to the alTembly of the People, and that the 
anniversary of the prefent day mould be obferved for ever, as a fefti- 
val facred to the reftoration of the commonwealth. 

The partizans of Cajfar, yet unacquainted with the extent of their 
own danger, had abfented themfelves, and the aflembly confifted 
chiefly of perfons to whom thefe propofals were agreeable. The 
motions that were now made by the late Prsetor and the fuppofed 
Conful accordingly prevailed, and the leaders of the confpiracy were 
invited to defcend from the Capitol. But of this invitation only 
Marcus Brutus and Caflius took the benefit. Having joined the af- 
fembly, they feverally addrefTed themfelves to the multitude with an air 
of dignity and confcioufnefs of merit, as being the procurers of that 
liberty which the people were now to enjoy^ and by which they were 
enabled to judge for themfelves. They contrafted the late ufurpation 
of Caefar 1 with the free confutation of the republic ; obferved, that with 

refpeft to themfelves, unfupported as they were with any military force, 
they could have no intention to fupplant the ufurper in the poifeffiqa 



* Appian de Bello Civiti, lib. ii. Dio.Cafc lib. xliv. c. 21. 
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of his power, and could have no object befides the reftoration of the 

laws and the freedom of their country. And they exhorted the audi- 
ence, in terms rather popular, than realty applicable to - the prefent 
iiate of affairs, to make the fame ufe of their deliverance from an 
uiurped and violent domination which their anceftors, at the ex- 
pulsion of Tarquin, had made of a fimilar event. They fpecified 

the merit which many perfons had in this enterprife, particularly 
that of Decimus Brutus, who had furniflied the company of gla- 
diators, which, in entering on this bufmefs, made the principal part 
of their itrength ; and obferved, that, notwithftanding the fplendid 
fortune to which Decimus Brutus might have afpired under Caefar's 
influence, he had preferred the rights of his fellow-citizens, and the 
reftoration of the commonwealth. They turned the attention of the 

audience on the cafe of Sextus Pompeius, the only furviving fon of 
the great Pompey, now unjuftly deemed an outlaw and a rebel \ 

" In the perfon of this young man," they faid, " you have the laft of 
u a noble family, who, in the conteft: for freedom, have facrificed 

c< themfelves for the republic, even he is flill befet by the emiflaries of 
is the late uiurper, who, pretending public authority, are armed for his 
a deftruclion with fwords, yet red with the blood of his father and of 
" his brother." They moved the People, that fo unjuft a war fhould 
be inftantly fufpended, and that this young man Ihould be reftored to 
the rights of his anceftors ; that the Tribunes Cadetius and Marullus, 
being unjuftly degraded by Csfar, in violation of that facred law, 
which he himfelf, upon much lefs grounds, had made his pretence 
for a civil war, mould now be reftored to all their dignities. 

In thefe fond anticipations of freedom, the authors of this attempt 
to reftore the republic, enjoyed for once the fruits of their labour, 

* This ycarg man having abfconded fo* Spain at the head of a confiderable force, 
fom: tine af:er the defeat and death of his and defeated Afinius PoIHo, who had been 

brother s; Manda, had again appeared in employed by Cxfai againit him. 

2 and 
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and fpoke to a numerous affembly of the Roman People, feemingly un- 
reftrained and unawed by military force. The city, however, had not 
yet recovered from the confternation with which the People was 
feized : the prefent aflembly was not fiifficiently attended by perfons, on 
whom the confpirators could rely for their fafety. It was thought 
moft prudent, therefore, that Brutus and Caffius mould return to their 
friends in the capitol, and that from this place they mould treat of an 

accommodation with Antony, and with the other leaders of the op- 
pofite party. 

On the following day, Antony, feeing that the reftorers of the 
commonwealth remained in the capitol, and abftained from violence 

i 

againft any of the fuppofed friends or adherents of Csefar, ventured 
abroad from his lurking place, and refumed the drefs and enfigns of 

Conful. In this capacity he received a meflage from the confpirators, 
defiring a conference with himfelf and with Lepidus. Antony, though, 

in times of relaxation and fecurity, extravagant, diflipated, and in ap- 
pearance incapable of ferious affairs J ; yet in arduous fituations he 
generally belied thefe appearances, was ftrenuous, cautxus, and able. 
He did not yet perceive how far the pariy of Cajfar was or was not 
inguilhed with its leader. The only military force in Italy was 
at the difpofal of Lepidus, of whom, he was jealous. In his anfwer 
therefore he aflumed an appearance of moderation and regard for 
the commonwealth, and referred every queftion to the Senate, which 
he had already fummoned to affemble. 

In expectation of this meeting of the Senate, all parties were bufy 
in confultations, and in fejiciting fupport to their intereft. The 
friends^of the confpirators were in motion all night vifiting the Se- 
nators, and preparing mcafures for the following day. The veterans 
of Caifar, both officers and legionary foldicrs, apprehending that the 

- 3 If I am not miftaken, fays Cicero, upon lib. xir. cp. 3. quern quidem ego spularum 
this occafion, he minds eating and drinking magis arbitror rationem habere, quam quid- 
even more than mifchicf, (Cicero ad Atlic. quam mail cogitarc.) 

Vol. III. I grants 
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grants of land lately made to themfelves might be recalled, went ta, 
and fro in the ftreets, and made application wherever they had accefs, 

with reprefentations and threats. They even provided themfelves. 

with arms, and prepared to overawe the Senate by their numbers. 

In the courfe of the fame night, Lepidus had marched into the 

city with the legion he commanded, and took pofTeffion of the Fo- 
rum. To the People who aflembled around him he lamented the 

death of Cslar, and inveighed againft the authors of this unexpected 

event. By this declaration, he encouraged the partizans and retainers 

of the late Dictator to come abroad, and rendered the ftreets and paf- 
fages exceedingly dangerous for thofe who were fuppofcd to be of 
the oppofite party. Cinna, who, to evince his zeal for the reviving 
republic, had refigned the office of Prator conferred upon him by 
Csfi:, was attacked on his way to the Senate, and narrowly efcaped 

with his life. 

Antony, in that bufy night, had, by his credit with Calpumia die 
widow of Cxfar, got poffeffion of all his memorials and of all his 
writings, and had fecured an immenfe fum of money, which had 
been depofited by him in the temple of Ops \ 

On the following day, being the eighteenth of March, the Senate 
afiembled, as focn as it was light, in the temple of the Earth. The 
veterans befet the doors'. Dolabella prefentcd himfelf, uftiered in 
by the Lienors, and took pofTeffion of one of the Confuls chairs. 
Antony being feated in the other, moved the Aflembly to take into 
consideration the prefent ftate of the commonwealth. He himfelf 
profefled great zeal for the republic, and a difpofition to peace *♦ 
The greater part of thefe who fpokc after Antony juftified or extolled 
the act of the cenfpirators, and moved that they fhould have public 

4 Cicero jays, fepues Millies H. S. about omni rationc veterani qui, armati aderant, 

ir.::lions tlsrling, Philip, ii. c. 37. 4000 c um prefidii nos nihil haberemus, defendendi 

Talent. Plst. in Aaton. fuerunt? 

3 C:c?r. ad A:dc. lib.iiv. ep. 14. Nonne 6 Ibid. Philip, i, c. 1. 
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thanks and 'rewards for their ferviccs. This they i imported by a charge 
of ufurpation and tyranny againft Cxfar. Upon this point, however, 

Antony thought proper to interpofe ; reminded the Senators how 
nearly many of them were concerned in this queftion. " They who 
" are to vote in it," he faid, " will pleafe to obferve, that if Cxfar fhall 
" be. found to have acted with legal powers, his acts will remain in 
" force ; if other wife, all the proceedings that took place during his 

" adminiftration muft be erazed from your records ; and his body, 

" as that of a traitor and a tyrant, made faft on a hook, muft be 
" dragged through the ftreets, and call: into the Tiber. This fen- 
" tence would affect the remoteft parts of the empire, or would ex- 
" tend, in its application, farther perhaps than we Ihould be able to 

u enforce it by our arms. Part indeed is in our power. Many of 

" us hold offices, or are deftined by Csefar's nomination to office?* 

" either at home or abroad. Let us begin with diverting ourfelves 
" of what we now hold 5 and with renouncing our expectations for 

" the future. After we have given this proof of our difinterefted- 

<* nefs, our allies abroad will liften to us, when we fpeak of recalling 

the favours granted to them by the late Dictator." 

By this artful turn, which was given by Antony to the fubject 
»iow under deliberation, many, who in the late arrangements made 
oy Ca:far, held places in the Senate or magiftracy, or, who were by 

his appointment deftined to fucceed to high offices at home or 
abroad, were greatly difconcerted. Some of thofe who were actually 
in office, as retainers of the late ufurpation, refigned their powers, 
and laid down the enfigns of magiftracy on the fteps where they fat ; 

but Dolabella, who, in confequence of a deftination made, though 
not fulfilled by Cafar, had recently affiimed the Confular robes, and 

who, being under the legal age, had no hopes of being re-elected by 

the free voice of the People, notwithftanding his declaration in favour 

I 2 of 
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of the authors "of Carfar's death, pleaded for the necefflty of fuftaining 

all the acts and decrees of that ufurpcr. 

While the Senators were engaged in debate on the terms of their fir ft 
refolurion, relating to the ad of the confpirators and the death of 
Csfar, the People, who had affembled in great multitudes in the market 
place, became impatient to know what was palling, and prefied on the 
doors of the temple where the Senate was met, with fome attempts to 
force or break them open 7 . On this occafion, Antony and Lcpidus 
thought proper to go forth, under pretence of appearing the tumult ; 

but with a real intention to obferve what, in this critical ftate of af- 

fairs, was the prevailing difpofition of the People, with a full refo- 

lution to be governed in their own meafures, by what feemed to be 
the will of the multitude. Finding the humour of the majority, 
and the difpofition of the troops fuch as they defired, menacing and 

fanguinary againft the confpirators, they endeavoured to enflame 
their paffions, employing figns and geftures of indignation, rather 

than words, which could not be heard. Among other expreffions of 

this nature, Antony laid open his bofom, to fhew the armour with • 
which he had thought neceflary, in the Senate, and amidft fo many 
concealed enemies, to guard his life. By this, and other figns which 
he made, he iniinuated that Csfar had fallen in confequ^nce of his, 

exceffive confidence, and of the clemency with which he had fpared 

thofe who became his murderers. 

From this fcene, which palled in the ftreets, Antony returned to. 
the Senate j and 8 the debate being refumed, Dolabella alleging the 
confufion which mull arife from a general fufpenfion of magiftracy, 

* 

and the diforders attending general elections at fo critical a time, in- 
filled, that all the magiftrates now in office fhould continue. Cicero 
pleaded for a general amnefty and oblivion for the part ; enumerated 

* Appall, de Bell. Civil, lib. u\ • Ibidem, 
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the evils which had been brought on the republic, by the contentions C 

and by the vindictive fpirit of party ; propofed that . none fhould 
be queftioned for Caefar's death, nor any one be called to account for 
any violence committed under his authority ; that the arrangements 

made by Catfar fhould remain ; that every one deftined to office, 

fhould in his turn fucceed according to that deflination j and that all 
the provifions made for the army fhould be fully fecured to them \ 

After fome oppofite opinions on the queftion had been delivered^ 
Antony concluded the debate with a tone of more authority than 
he had hitherto afTumed. " While you deliberated," he faid, " on 

w the conduct which you were to hold with refpett to the confpi- 
u rators, I chofe to be filent ; but when you changed the queftion* 
" and propofed to condemn the dead, I ventured only to make one 
w objection, which being removeable by yourfelves, ought to have 
" been the leaft of all your difficulties. And yet I find it is fuffi- 
" cient to flop all your proceedings ! What are we to think of the 
" remaining objections? The whole fabric of the empire refts at 
" this moment on eftablifhments made by Catfar ; at home on the* 
" arrangements he has made in the fucceffion to office ; abroad on 
" the grants of poffeffions or immunities made by him to princes* 

" cities, corporations, and provinces, and on the feveral conditions: 

" he has, in return, ftipulated with them on behalf of the Roman 
" People. Imagine then, upon the fubverlion of what he has efta- 
" blifhed, what fcenes of confufion muft follow. It is true, con- 
" fufion at a diftance may not affect you ; hut the fcene in Italy will 

" be fuflScient to occupy your utmofl attention.. Will the veterans,. 

" do you think* who have not yet laid down their arms,, or not- 
" loft the ufe of them, of whom many thoufands are now in this. 
M city, will they allow themfelves to be ftripped of the grants which 

» Dio. Ca£ lib. xliv. 
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<( were made to them in reward of long, d anger 6us> and faithful 
" fervices ? You have heard their voice laft night in the ftreets. You 
" have heard their menaces againft the authors of our prefent dif- 

*r trefles. Will they behold with patience the body of their favourite 

" leader dragged with ignominy in th; ftreets ? Will they bear with 

" an indignity, which, though done to his memory, muft involve a 

" forfeiture of all that they themfelves have received, or a difap- 

" pointment of all they expect in reward of their fervices ? Will 

" the Roman People in general fubmit to have the principal author 

" of their prefent greatnefs ftigmatized by your decrees as a cri- 

" rninal, and to have his aflaffins rewarded with honours?— The 

*" propofal to me, in all its parts, appears wild and impracticable. 

u Let^the confpirators, if you will, efcape with impunity, provided 

" they are fenfible of the favour that is fhewn to them ; but talk 
not of rewards to them ; nor, under pretence of cenfuring the con- 
" dud of your late Dictator, wildly open a fcene of confufion, by 
lt fubverting all your prefent eftablifhments, My opinion is, that 
" the acts of Csfar, without exception, mould be ratified, and that 
u all affairs mould be fuffered to move on in the channels in which 
" he has left them. On thefe preliminary conditions J. will fubmit 
" to an accommodation, and agree that we think no more of the 
« part." 

In delivering this fpeech, Antony having perceived fo powerful a 
fupport in the legion which now had pofleflion of the Forum, in 

the veteran?, and in the promifcuous multitudes of people who were 
afiembled round the doors of the Senate, expreffed himfelf with af- 
finance and great vehemence. A decree was accordingly pafled, by 
which all prosecutions, on account of Carfar's death, were prohi- 
bited ; all his acts, for the fake oi* peace, were confirmed ; all his 
plans ordered to be carried into execution; and all the grants of 

land, 
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land, which *had been made by him to the veterans, fpecially rati- c H A p - 
fied f ; 

This decree being to be carried, to the People for their affent on the 
following day, and the accommodation of parties being fo far ad- 
vanced, the confpirators intimated an inclination to addrefs them- 
felves to the People ; and were inftantly attended by great number?, . 

who affembled to hear them on the afcent of the capitol ,0 . Brutus 

fpoke from the fteps. He explained the motives upon which his 
friends and hhnfelf had thought proper to betake them to their pre- 
sent retreat ; and, in fpeaking on this fubjecl, complained of the cut- 

1 

rage which had been offered to Cinna, who, though not concerned 
in the death of C#far, was attacked, for having been fuppofed to ap- 
prove of what they had done. He enumerated the diftrefles which 
had afflicted the commonwealth, from the time at which Csefar com- 
menced hoftilities to the prefent hour ; " A period, during which 
" the bed blood of the republic," he faid, " was continually fhed- - 
" ding, in Spain, in Macedonia, and in Africa, to gratify the am- 
M bition or vanity of a fingle man. Thefe things however," conti- 
nued he, w we confented to overlook, and" in fuffering Carfar to 
" hold the higher- offices of ftate, became bound, by our oath of fide- 
" lityynot to call any of his paft actions in queftion. If we had like- 
" wife fworn to fubmit ourfelves to perpetual fervitude, our enemies 
" might have fome colour for the accufation of perjury, which we 
" are told is now laid to our charge ; but the propofal of any fuch 
" engagement we mould have rejected with indignation, and we 
" truft that every Roman citizen would have done fo alfo. Sylla, 
" after having gratified his -revenge againft many who were no doubt 
" his own enemies, at the fame time that they were enemies of the 

" public, at laft rcftored the commonwealth 5 but Csefar, without 
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" any pretence, befides the gratification of his own ambition, con- 
" tinued, in the city and in the provinces, to ufurp all the powers 
of the empire. The treafury he treated as his property, ' and the 

magiftrates of Rome as his creatures, to be placed or difplaced at 
hispleafure. One of the lad acts of his life, in preparing for his 

departure frc 

feveral years 



t: 



own 



" dom, and of enjoying thofe rights, of which he meant to deprive 



»> 



" vou for ever. 

From this account of Caefar's ufurpation, Brutus proceeded to 
fpeak of the grants which had been made to the veterans. " He 
" acknowledged the long and faithful fervices which thofe men had 
" performed againft the enemies of the commonwealth in Gaul, in 
" Germany, and in Britain ; approved of the provifion which had 
K been made for them, and alTured them of his concurrence in car- 
rying this provifion into full execution. At the fame time he la- 



ce 



" mented the fufferings of thofe who had been {tripped of their an- 
" cient poffeflions, to make way for thole new grants ; propofed that 
u they mould have a compensation from the Treafury, and hoped 
that the juflice of the commonwealth would be employed in 



t; 



equally protecting the rights of every citizen." 

This fpeech was received with applaufe ; and on the following 
day the ad of oblivion being confirmed by the People, and the 
children of Antony having been fent " as hoftages to the capitol, 
the confpirators came down from thence, and were received with 
loud acclamations. After parties had faluted each other with mu- 
tual congratulations and expreffions of friendfliip, Caflius retired to 

fup with Antony, and Brutus with Lepidus. The republic appeared 
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to. be thoroughly re-eftablifhed. The nobles in general expreffed their c h t A P. 
fatisfattion in the prefent fituation of affairs, and extolled the au- 
thors -of . Csefar's death as the reftorers of freedom to their country. 
Many, however, who had fhared in the late ufurpation, having tailed 
of military power, and being unable to acquiefce in the condition of 
mere citizens, however dignified, or to accommodate themfelves to 
the reftraints and formalities of legal government, were likely to 
prove bad members of the reviving republic. Antony in particular 
confidered himfelf as the fucceflbr of Czefar, and could not for a mo- 
ment ceafe to think how he might grafp the fovereignty, and difpofe 
of all the dignities' and emoluments of the ftatc. 

The Senate had weakly^ under the fhew of moderation, refolved 

to confirm Caefar's will,, and to ratify all his acts, both public and 
private ; they had decreed that the remains of Cxfar mould be ho- 
noured with a public funeral, which was to be conducted in the man- 
ner which his friends mould think proper, 

Antony was prepared to take advantage of thefe circumftances, to- 
wards preferving the party of Csefhr -both in the army and in the city, 
not doubting that, while this party remained, he himfelf mould remain 
at its head. For this purpofe, he publifhed Csefar's will, in which 
he knew that there were many claufes likely to gratify the People, 

and to inflame their minds againfl his affaffins. Among thefe, were 

* 

a legacy of money to be diftributed to the inferior citizens, at the rate 
of twenty-five Attic drachmas, about two pounds ten millings a man 11 ; 
or, according to O&avius, quoted by Dion Caflius, 300 H. S. about the 
fame fum ; together with an afllgnment of his gardens on the river, 

1 

as public walks for the fervice and pleafure of the People, Many le- 
gacies were likewife bequeathed to private perfons. The inherit- 
ance, with the name of Csefar, was devifed to Octavius, grandfon to 

11 Appian. de Bcllo Chili, lib* ii. 
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bis filler Julia. The fucceflion, in cafe of the failure of this young 

man, was deviled to Decimus Brutus, who, at the fame time, to- 
gether with ft lark Antony, was made guardian to the young Caefar, 
and executor of the will. 

Upon the publication of this will, the partizans of Antony took 

occafion to extol the munificence and generofity of Csfar towards the 
Roman people, to blacken the conduct of the confpirators, repre- 
fenting tha tof Decimus Brutus, in particular, as equal to parricide j and 
Antony, in this manner, having fecured the public attention and fa- 
vour, proceeded to celebrate the funeral with all the honours that 
were due to a public benefactor, and to a common parent of the 
People. 

Cedars body, in the general confternation, had been left for fome" 
hours on the fpot where it fell. It was at laft borne on a litter by 

a few flaves to his own houfe. In this corrfufion, one of the arms, 

all over bloody, was left hanging over the fide of the litter ; and this 
circumftance, though at the time in appearance unnoticed, yet re- 
mained with a deep impreflion on the minds of thofe who beheld it: 
On examining the body, there were found twenty-three wounds, 
funiciently ghaftry, although no more than one or two were mortal* 

Antony determined to exhibit this fpedtecle to the People, accompa- 
nied with that of the robes, which were pierced and torn in the. 
nxuggle with which Ca?far fell, and all over ftained with his blood- 
Ke likewife ordered a folemn dirge to be performed, with interludes 

of miific, agreeable to the practice at Roman funerals, and fuited 

to that particular occafion. He himfelf prepared to fpeak the ora- 
tion; and a day being fixed for the folemnity, a pile* was raifed in 
the Campus Martius, near to the tomb of Julia,, the daughter of the. 
deceafed, and the wife of Pompey. Although it was intended that, 
the body fhould be confumed on this pile in the Campus Martius,„ 
the funeral oration was to be fpoken from the Roftra in the Forum, . 

and: 
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and a couch was placed there, adorned with ivory and gold, on c 
which was laid the corpfe, with an effigy of the deceafed, covered 
with purple, and over it a trophy, on which was to be hung the 
robes in which he was killed. The whole of this pageant was co- 
vered up, and adorned with a gilded canopy of ftate. In bearing it 
to. the Forum, the pall was carried by magiftrates then in office, or 

by perfons who had pafled through the higheft ftations of the com- 
monwealth. But in the proceffion, the ftreets were fo crowded, that 
no order could be kept, and multitudes who ought to have pafled in 
regular proceffion, hurried by the fhorteft ways to the place at which 
the obfequies were to be performed 

Antony began the funeral oration, with an apology for intruding 
on the patience of mafiy, who poffibly took no particular concern in 
the cataftrophe of Cadars life. " Had Csefar been a private man," 
he faid, " I mould have proceeded to his funeral in filence ; but one 
" who has died in the firft ftation of the republic, is entitled to pub- 
" lie notice. And my own ftation as Conful, were I qualified for the 
" talk, would have impofed on me a fpecial duty on this occafion j 
" but in this inftance, the eulogium. of the dead muft proceed from a 
" higher authority than mine. The Senate and the people of Rome 
" have fpoken, and they have left to me only the talk of repeating 
" what they have faid." After thefe words, he read over the de- 
crees of the Senate and People, enumerating the titles, dignities, 
honours, and powers, which had bt*n conferred on Czefar. He 
jfpoke of the luftre of his family, the graces and accomplifhments of 
his perfon, and of his Angular abilities ; gave a general account of 
the wars in which he had been engaged ; his fplendid fuccefles, and the 
acceffion of glory and of empire he had procured to the Roman ftate i 
and when he had gained fo far on the attention of his audience, he 
addrefled himfelf to the popular part in particular. " When you were 

i i 

11 Sueton. in Csfar. 
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" oppreffed," he laid, " by a faction that engrofled all the powers 
" and dignities of the commonwealth, Csefar generoufly interpofed 
" in tout behalf. When this faction had withdrawn themfelves from 

m 

" the allegiance that was due to the government of their country j 
"and when they had actually armed firft the provinces of Spain, 
cC afterwards Macedonia, Greece, Afia, Africa, and all the eafterrt 

" parts of the empire againft you, he braved the ftorms of winter and 

" the fuperior force of the enemy; he difperfed the cloud which had 

" gathered over your heads ; he carried the glory of your arms into 

" Afia, Africa, Egypt, and yet a third time into Spain. His enemies 

" every where experienced his valour in battle, and his clemency in 

il victory. He pardoned many who were repeatedly in arms againft 
" him ; and when he dreaded the effects of an exceffive lenity towards 
" thofe who appeared to be incorrigible, he fought for pretences to 
" pardon his enemies, under the mew of gratifying his friends." 
" On the fubject of his administration in the ftate, I need not 

« 

w make any obfervation to you. You were witneffes of his conducts 
" Defcended of your ancient kings, he had more glory in refufing a 
" rrown that was offered to him, than they had in wearing it with 
" ail its honours.— You loved him — you fet him at the head of ycur 
w priefthood — at the head of your army — at the head of the re- 
" pubKc; — you declared his perfon facred as that of your Tribunes 
" — yea declared him the father of his country — you mewed him 
" to the world, adorned with the enfigns of fovereign power—your 
" Dictator — your guardian, and the terror of your enemies. But he 
" is no more. — This facred perfon is now breathlefs before you. 
" The father of his country is dead: not, alas! of difeafe— not of 
*' the decline of years— not by the hands of foreign enemies— not 
" far from his own country — but here within your walls, and in the 
ft Roman Senate, in the vigour of health, in the midft of all his de- 
" figns for your profperty and glory. He who often repelled the 
+ « fwords 



OF THE R.OMAN REPUBLIC. ' 

u fwords of his enemies, has fallen by the hands of treacherous 
" friends, or by the hands of thofe whom his clemency had fpared. — 
" But what availed his clemency ? what availed the laws with which 
" he fo anxioufly guarded the lives of his fellow citizens ? His own 
" he could not guard from traitors. His mangled bedy, and his grey 
" hairs clotted with blood, are now expofed in that Forum which he 
" fo often adorned with his triumphs; and near to that place of pub- 
" He debate, from which he fo often captivated the people of Rome 
" with his eloquence 

At this paflage, it- is faid that Antony began to change the tone of 

* 

lamentation into that of rage ; that he raifed his voice to indignation 
and threats, but that he was checked by a general murmur of the 
Senators ; and that he thought proper again to foften his exprefiionF, 
" The Gods," he faid, " are matters of the fortunes of men.. It is 
" our part to forget the part, to look forward to the future, to cul- 
" tivate peace among ourfelves, and to accompany this hero witlr 
" fongs of praife to the manfions of the bleft." Having fpoke thefe 
words, he tucked up his robe, and difengaged his arms as for fome 
vehement aclion ; and ftanding over the bier in which the effigy was 

laid, uncovered it ; but, as flatting from the fight, or ltruck into 
filence, he held up the torn and bloody garment to view, funk again 
into a forrowful tone, and prayed that it were poffible for him to 
redeem that precious life with his own. Being interrupted with a 
general cry of lamentation from the People, he mad*e a paufe to hear 
the interlude. At a pafTage of. the fong, in which Csefar was per- 
forated in the following words, " For this I fpared, that thev might 
" murder me;" a general cry of indignation burft from the multi- 
tude ; and, at the fame time, the effigy of the dead, with all its 
wounds and ftains of blood, being raifed to view,, the People could 
no longer be reftrained. Part ran to avenge his blood on the perfons 

# 

i 

* • 4 "Dio. CaiF. lib. xliv. c. 40, 
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of the confpirators, and part tore up the beaches and tribunals of ^he- 
magiftrates, difmantled the Senate-houfe, brought into heaps the 

fpoils of the fuppofed enemies of Csefar, and forgetting the prepa- 
rations which had been made for a funeral pile in the field of Mars, 
brought the moft precious combullible materials they could find to 
light a fire in the Forum, on which to confume the body of th& 
dead. 

From this beginning, the People continued during the whole night 
to bring frefh materials. The officers who had attended the procef- 
fion, ftripped off the robes in which they were dreffed, and caft 
them in the flames. Women crowded to the pile, and threw upon 
it, as a facrifice to the manes of the dead, the ornaments of their 

own perfons, the gorgets and the prsetextas of their children. The 

People, in general, appeared to be feized with an epidemical phrenzy, 

of which, neither the degree of their attachment to Cxfar in his life- 
time, nor the manner in which they had received the firft accounts 

of his death, had given any adequate expectations : they ran through 
the ftreets denouncing vengeance on his enemies, and proceeded to 
violence againft every perfon who was reprefented as fuch, . Helvius 
Cinna being miftaken for Cornelius of the fame name, who, on the 
preceding day, had declared his approbation of the confpiracy, was 
put to death by the populace, his body torn in pieces, and his head 
carried in proceJfion on the point of a fpear iJ . The perpetrators of 
this murder being led by the retainers and dependants of Cxfar's fa- 
mily, fnatched lighted brands from the funeral pile, and attacked the 
houfes of Brutus, Caffius, and the other confpirators. They even 
attempted to demolifh Pompey's theatre, in which Cxfar had been 

killed, and lighting many fires at once in different parts of the city, 
threatened the whole with immediate deftru&ion. 



** Sc;ton. in Csf. Pkt. Ibid. Appian. Dio. Caff. &o. 
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•In thefe riots, though projected by Antony, the public diforder 

9 

was carried to a greater height than he had wifhed or forefeen. His 

4 

intention was to incite a popular cry againft the authors of Csefar s 
death, and to check the Senate in any oppofition they were likely 
to give in the execution of his own defigns. But when the crimes 

■ 

which were committed began to reflect diihonour on the party of 
Cjefar, and when all perfons of property were alarmed, and the city 
itfelf was threatened with ruin, he found himfelf obliged, with the 
authority of magiftrate, to interpofe and put an end to tumults of fo 
dangerous a nature. For this purpofe, in concert with Dolabella,. 
he iffued an edict,, prohibiting the populace to affemble in arms on 

any pretence whatever, and polled guards in different parts of the 
town to fecure the obfervance of it. 

Antony having by thefe means reftored the peace of the city, and 
difperfed all the crowds which had affembled, except that which ftill 
remained at the place of Csefar's funeral, where the populace conti- 
nued for fome time to feed the pile, he made a journey to the coun- 
try, and remained in Campania great part of April and May. Du- 
ring this Sine, he was afliduous in his vifits to the quarters and new 
fettlements of the veterans, on whom he was for the future to rely 
for fupport in the pretenfions, which it is probable he had already 

conceived, and which were much too high for the fafety of the com- 
monwealth. In his abfence, one Ematius, who had formerly af- 
fum*d the name of Marius, and under this popular defignation had: 
been bu fy in difturbing- the public peace,, and who, upon this ac- 
count^, had by the late Dictator himfelf been driven from the city,. 

now again appeared, affected to lead in the riotous honours which 

were paid to the memory of Csfar, and,, attended by the populace, 
erected an altar or monument on the fpot where the corpfe had been • 
burnt, and drew multitudes thither as to a place of devotion. On 
this occafion > Dolabella, who had offended many of the. more re- 

fpectable. 
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book fpe^able citizens, by affuming, without any regular authority, the 

— ^ f dignity of Conful, now recovered their favour by a vigorous exercifc 

of his power againft this impoftor, gave orders that Ematius mould 
be put to death, many of his accomplices thrown from the Tarpeian 
rock, and the monument or altar they had erecTted mould be razed 

to the ground l5 . 

By thefe executions, the peace of the city feemed to be eftablifhed^ 
and even the commonwealth itfelf in fome meafure reftored. Both 

the Confuls affected the character of ordinary magiftrates, mewed a 

proper deference to the Senate, and in all things endeavoured to give 

fatisfa&icn to the friends of the republic. Antony, upon his return 
to the city, confulted the principal Senators upon every motion which 
he propofed to make, and referred the determination of every que- 
ftion to the free difcuflicn of that body. He affected to have no 
fecrets ; and though empowered by the late a£k of the Senate to carry 
into execution the different articles of Czefar's will, and to complete 
all his intended arrangements, he did not, under this defcription, pro- 
pofe any meafure but what was generally known and approved 

In purfuance of this fyftem of moderation, it was propofed by 
Antony, that Sextus, the remaining fon of Pompey, who under the 
authoritv of the late Dictator had been declared an outlaw, mould be 
reftored to his country, and have a compcnfation in money for the 

* 

loffes which had been fuftained by his family : and, to provide like- 
wife for the future fafety of the commonwealth, as well as for that 
of private perfon?, it was propofed that a iuw mould be enacted to 

abolifh for ever the name and power of Dictator. At the fame 
time, all the honorary votes which had paffed in favour of Brutus 
and Callius, and every act which had a tendency to mitigate the 

16 Dio. C:£ !i: . :.:W. e. 5 s & 51. Afp. de Dell. Civ, lib. ii. 

17 Cicero Phiib. i. c.i. 
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animofity of Csefar's party, to pacify the veterans, and to incline 
them, without any further difturbance, to fettle on the lands which 
had been allotted to them, had his concurrence. 

The Senate, in order to terminate as foon as poflible every occa- 

t 

fion of public uneafinefs or alarm, although they greatly difapproved 
of the reward that was given to the army, for having, in a manner, 
fubdued the republic, and had reafon to dread the precedent, yet 
haftened to the performance of all Csefar's engagements, in order to 

deprive the veterans of any pretence for multiplying their demands, 
or remaining together in arms. 

Thefe circumftances had a very favourable afpeft, and the ftorm, 
which threatened the city and the commonwealth, appeared to be 
laid* Many had foretold, that the permiffion of a public funeral to 

* 

Cajfar would have dangerous confequences ; and during the late tu- 

•mults and riots thought themfelves fiifficiently juftified in thefe pre- 
dictions. But their apprehenfions now appeared to have been 
groundlefs, and the authors of the late moderate counfels, in which 
the Senate was induced to temporife, and to make conceffions in fuch 
matters as were of lefs moment, in order to appeafe the animofity of 
parties, and to obtain their confent in matters of more confequence, 
were now highly applauded. 

All the confpirators, in the height of the late diforders which 
arofe on account of Casfar's funeral, had withdrawn from the city, 

and, under different honourable pretences which were furnimed 
them by the Senate, continued to abfent themfelves from Rome. 
Many of them had been formerly named to the government of 
provinces, and now proceeded to take poffeffion of their lots. De- 
cimus Brutus, in this capacity, repaired to the Cifatpine Gaul, Tre- 
. bonius to Afia, and Tullius Cimber to Bythinia. 

Marcus Brutus had been appointed to the government of Macedo- 
nia, and Caffius to that of Syria ; but the two laft being actually in 

Vol. IIL L office 
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office as Pnetors, could not take poffeffion of provinces until the 

expiration of their year, nor could they regularly abfent themfelves 
from the city, without fome decree from the Senate to difpenfe with 

their attendance as officers of Hate. Under the prefent favourable 
afped of public affairs, and after the Confuls had given fuch evident 
proofs of their refped for the commonwealth, it was fuppofed that 
the authors of the late revolution might now return in fafety to the 
capital ; and Gcero himfelf, on this occafion, was fo confident of 
the perfed reftoration of peace to the republic, that in writing to At- 

ticus, he affures him, that " Brutus may now walk the ftreets of 
*' Rome with a crown of gold on his head." In this, however, 
with all his "penetration, he had over-rated the profeffions, and mif- 

taken the defigns of Antony. This profligate adventurer, the more 

dangerous that he was fuppofed by his debaucheries, disqualified for 
any deep or arduous defign, had alTumed the difguife of moderation 
and deference to the Senate, merely to conceal his intentions, until 
he had formed a party on which he could rely. He had fo far im- 
pofed on the public, by affeding to be alarmed with danger to his 
own perfon from the riots which he was employed to fupprefs after 

the funeral of Cxfar, that the Senate permitted him to arm his 
friends ; and Suffered him, under their own authority, to affemble a 

powerful body of men, amounting to fome thoufands, chiefly com- 
pofed of officers who had ferved under the late Didator^ and who 
now fubmitted to ad as the guards of Antony's perfon *\ Being 
thus firengthened, when the return of Brutus and Caffius was men- 
tioned to hirn^ he betrayed the falfehood of his former profeffions.. 
" They cannot be fafe," he laid,. " in the midfl of fo many of 
" Csfar 1 s retainers and friends 

Antony was greatly awed by the abilities of Brutus and Caflius,. 
by the refped which was paid them by the public, by their credit. 

11 Appiaii. de Bell. Cir. lib. u »• Cicer. ad Familiar., lib. xi. ep. i.. 
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with the Senate, and by their determined refolution to maintain its 
authority. In order, therefore, to fortify himfelf againft them, he 
maintained a continual correfpondence with the veterans of the late 
Csefar's army, courted their attachment, and ftated himfelf as their 
protector and leader. In this capacity, he made his vifit to their fct- 
tlements in Campania, where, it has been obferved, he paffed the 
greater part of the months of April and May. At his return, he 
endeavoured to ftrengthen himfelf ftill more, by entering into a con- 
cert with Lepidus, who, in the quality of fecond in command to 
Csefar, or general of the horfe to the Dictator, remained at the head 
of all the military forces in Italy. He engaged himfelf to obtain 
for Lepidus the dignity of chief Pontiff ; arid, in order to cement the 
union of their families, propofed a marriage of his own daughter 
with the fon of this officer. He had been averfe to the promotion 
of Dolabella ; and, at the death of Csefar, would have oppofed his 
afluming the dignity of Conful, if he had not been prevented at firft, 

by the uncertainty of his own fituation, and afterwards by the coun- 
tenance which this intruder into public office began to receive from 
the Senate. In thefe circumftances, to difpute the acceffion of Do- 
labella, would be to throw him intirely into the hands of the repub- 
lican party ; he thought proper therefore to difguife his inclinations, 
and took meafurcs to gain him, or at leaft to fet him at variance 
with the authors of the late confpiracy. For this purpofe, he made a 
tender of his fervices to procure him an appointment to command in 

any of the more advantageous provincial fituations. 

' Notwithstanding that Caffius was already appointed to the govern- 
ment of Syria, Antony, according to agreement, undertook to fup- 

port the pretenfions of Dolabella, and to aid him in fupplanting 

« 

Caffius at the meeting of the Senate, which was to be held in the firft 

of June. Having in this manner, with great induftry and appli- 

cation, ftrengthened himfelf by his coalition with Lepidus and Do- 

L 2 Iabella, 
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labeila, the one at the head of the army, the other his own colleague 
in the principal office of the ftate ; and having fecured the attach- 
rnent and fupport of the veteran foldiers recently fettled in Italy, he no 
longer kept any terms with the Senatorian party, or with the friends 
of the republic. Having formerly obtained a refoiution of the Se* 
rate to confirm all the ads, and to maintain the arrangements which 
had been devifed by Csefar, and being mailer of the papers and me- 

i 

morials in which thefe were contained, he brought extrads and quo- 
tations from them in fupport of his feveral propofals, without pro* 
ducing the originals ; and in this form commenced, in the name of 
the dead, a reign more arbitrary than that of the living Csefar had 
been. As he had never communicated to any one the papers or 

memorials from which thefe authorities were drawn, he expunged 
or he inferted whatever he thought proper, or even, without taking 

this trouble, framed his quotations on every fubjed to the purpofe 

which he meant to ferve. He made Cxfar's memorials to teem with 
intended laws and ads of the Senate, and of the People ; with grants 
and forfeitures of lands ; with the pardon of crimes and recalls from 
banifhment ; with orders for levying contributions from princes, 

ftates, and private perfons ; with compofitions to be exaded from 

towns and corporations, for the ranfom of their poffeffions, liberties, 

and franchifes ; and even with diltind refolutions and decifions relat- 
ing to matters which took their rife after Ccefar's death M . His wife 
Fulvia, the widow of Ciodius, likewife availed herfelf of this valuable 
mine, and fold offices and commiffions, together with intire pro- 
vinces and kingdoms to thofe who were willing to pay her 

f 

price. 

Among the ads of Antony, during this Confulate, is mentioned, 
£ change which he made in the judiciary law, by which he obtained, 

48 Cicer. Philip, ii. c. 58. 41 Ibidem 2d Atticom, lib. adv. ep. 12. 

that 
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that a certain number of Centurions fhould be entered on the rolls of C B A P. 

it* 

the judges, in place of the revenue officers ,l whom Csefar had ex- < — - — 
eluded. Relying on this and other artifices, which procured him the 

fupport of the army, he rofe every day in his prefumption ; and 
while he incited Dolabella to pcrfift in fupplanting Caflius in the pro- 
vince of Syria, he himfelf propofed to fupplant Brutus in his nomi- 
nation to the government of Macedonia. By this appointment, he 
meant to place himfelf at the head of the army, which Csefar, to 

■ 

be in readinefs for his Afiatic or Parthian expedition, had tranfported 

p 

into Macedonia ; and it appeared afterwards to be his defign, as 

foon as he had obtained the command of this army, to procure an 
appointment to fuperfede Decimus Brutus in the province of Cifal- 
pirie Gaul, and, under pretence of expelling him from thence, to 
retranfport this army again into Italy. 
In order to obtain ads for fo much of thefe purpofes as he was 

then about to execute, he fummoned all the members of the Senate ~' z 
to aflemble on the firft of June, He' had brought into the city, to 
overawe this aflembly, great numbers of the veterans, on whom he 
himfelf, befides confirming the fettlements which had been affigned 
to them by Csefar, had beftowed confiderable favours. At this meet- 
ing of the Senate, few of the members, who were inclined to oppofo 
the Conful, thought that they themfelves could with fafety attend. 
Even Hirtius and Panfa, though named for the Confulate of the fol- 
lowing year, and protected by the dignity which belonged to that 

deftination, thought proper to abfent themfelves a *. 

At a call of the Senate, fo ill attended, Antony obtained for him- 
felf, without oppofition, the government of Macedonia, with the com- 
mand of the army which had been deftined for Afia, but which, from 
Csfer's death, had remained in that province.. He at the fame time 

21 Tribuni uErarii. 13 Cicero ad Attic. lib. xr. cg. 6. *♦ Ibid, Philip, i. c. 2. 

1 obtained; 
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obtained for Dolabella the province of Syria to the exclufion of 

Caffius ; and by thefe fevexal ads flared himfelf and his colleague 
as in open enmity with the leaders of the republican party, whom 

they had lately affeded to court, but whom they now proceeded to 
ftrip of the preferments and honours which had been affigned to 

them by the commonwealth. 

Under pretence of making compenfation to Caffius and Brutus for 
the iofc of the provinces of Macedonia and Syria, of which they were 
now deprived, Antony procured them appointments which they 
confidered as an additional infult ; that of Brutus, to infpecl; the 
fupplies of corn from Afia ; and that of Caffius, to fuperintend the 
lupplies of the fame kind which were brought from Sicily. 

While the Senate complied with Antony in his demands on thefe 

feveral fubjecb, they endeavoured to reftrain his abufe of the fup- 

pofed will and memorials of C^far. For this purpofe they appointed 

a committee of their own number to infped the content? of thofe 
papers, and to attefl the reality of fuch notes and inftrudiom: as were 

to be carried into execution under the authority of the Senate. An- 

tony, however, paid no regard to this appointment, nor even fuf- 

fered the committee to meet in difcharge of the duty for which they 
were named. 

About this time * 5 , and alarmed by thefe violences, Cicero, who 
had hitherto maintained fome degree of neutrality or moderation 
between the parties, departed from Rome. He had, before the death 
of Csefar, intended to withdraw into Greece, under pretence of fu- 
perintending the education of his fon at Athens, and had obtained 
CseiVs coment, and the leave of the Senate for that purpofe. On 
Cxfar's death, having hopes that the republic was about to revive, he 
took his refolution to remain in the city ; but being now fatisfied 
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that thefe hopes were vain ; or, in his own terms, obferving, that, 
although the tree bad been cut down on the ides of March, its roots 
were yet intire, and made vigorous Jboots, he refumed his former 
defign of abfenting himfelf ; and inftead of applying to the Senate 
for leave, accepted from Dolabella, the newly appointed governor 
of Syria, a commiffion of lieutenancy, which he was to employ as 
a pretence for crofling the Ionian fea. In execution of this defign 
he arrived in the twenty-fixth of June at Antium, where he found 
Brutus, with his wife Porcia, and mother Servilia, with other perfons 
of diftinction. Pie gave it as his opinion, that Brutus and Caflius 
mould accept of the commiflions afligned to them as infpectors of the 

fupplies of corn from Sicily and Afia, and fhould repair to their 
feveral provinces for that purpofe. While the company were yet 
deliberating on this fubject, they were joined by Caflius, who, upon 
Cicero'6 repeating what he had faid, anfwered, with a ftern coun- 
tenance, That he would not go into Sicily, nor accept as a favour, 
what was intended as an affront. He complained, that opportunities 
had been loft of rendering effectual the firft and principal ftep which 
had been taken to deliver the commonwealth, and was inclined to 
blame Decimus Brutus for fome part of this neglect. Cicero cen- 
fured the conduct of the whole party, for not having fecured the 

completion of a bufinefs that was fo fucccfsfully begun. M You 
" ought," he faid, " immediately, upon the death of Csefar, to 
" have affumed the government, to have called the Senate by your 
" own authority, and to have taken advantage of the fpirit that was 
" generally raifed among the People for the recovery of their legal 
« conftitution." 

In the refult of this conference, Brutus and Caflius, as well ad 

* 

Cicero, took their refolution to depart from Italy ; and the two former,, 
with fo much refentment of the indignity which they had fuffered ia 
their appointment to inlpect the importation of corn x that they en- 

§ gaged! 
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BOOK gaged Servilia 17 to employ her influence in having this appointment 
_ _ - « expunged from the public acts or records of the Senate. Before 

their departure, they wrote a joint letter to Antony, conveyed in 
expreffions that were guarded and polite ; but demanding an expla- 
nation of the terms in which they flood with him, and of the pur- 
pofes for which he had aflembled the veterans of Csefar in fuch 
numbers at Rome. Some time after this letter was fent, they drew 
up a joint edict or manifefto, fetting forth the caufe of their abfence 
from the capital, and protefting againft the violence which was daily 
offered to the conftitution of the republic. 

In anfwer to this letter, and to the paper with which it was fol- 
lowed, Antony ifTued a manifefto full of invective and contumely, 
and which he tranfmitted, under a formal addrefs, to the Prators 
Brutus and Caffius, accompanied with a letter in the fame ftyle. The 
originals of thefe feveral papers are loft 5 but in reply to the laft, we 

find addreffed to Antony, and figncd by Brutus and Caffius, the 
following original preferved among the letters of Cicero : 

" Brutus and Caffius, Praetors, to Antony, Conful, &c, 
" We have received your letter, which, like your manifefto, is 
" full of reproach and of threats, and very improper from you to 
" us. We have done you no injury ; and if we were inclined to 
" hoftilities, your letter fhould not reftrain us. But you know our 
" refolutions, and you prefume to threaten us, to the end that our 
" pacific conduct may be imputed to fear. We wifh you all the 
" preferments and honours which are confiftent with the freedom 
" of the commonwealth. We have no defire to quarrel with you ; 
" but we value our liberties more than we value your friendfhip. 
* : Confider well what you undertake, and what you can fupport. Do 
** not be encouraged fo much by the length of Cafar's life, as warned 
st by the ihort duration of the power he ufurped. We pray to God, 
"** that your defigns may be innocent ; or, if they be not innocent, 

87 The mother of Brutus. 
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" that they may be as little hurtful to yourfclf as the fafety of the 

u commonwealth can permit * 7 ." 
Thefe altercations led to an open breach. The Praters wrote to 

Declaim Brutus, Trebonius, and Cimber, to put their feveral pro- 
vinces in a ftate of defence, and to make what further provifion they 
could of men and money as for a certain war. Cicero, in conti- 
nuing his voyage to Greece, had arrived on the fixth of Auguft at 
Leucopetne, beyond Rhegium ; and had fet out from thence ; but 
being put back, was met by fome citizens at Rhegium, juft arrived 
from Rome, who brought him copies of the edicts or manifeftos 
ifmed by Caffius and Brutus, with a report, that a full meeting 
of the Senate was expected on the firft of September; that Brutus 
and Caffius had fent circular letters requefting the attendance of all 
their friends ; that Antony was likely to drop his defigns ; that the 
caufe of the republic, having fo favourable an afpect, his own de- 
parture was cenfured, and his prefence was earneftly wifhed forr 

Upon thefe reprefentations, Cicero took his refolution to return to 
Rome, and arrived again at Pompeii, on the nineteenth of Auguft 2 \ 
Here, among the accounts of what had paffed in the Senate on 
the firft of that month, he was informed that Pifo, the father of 
Calpumia, and father-in-law of the late Cxfar, had, notwithftanding 
this connection and his intereft in the remains of the late ufurpation, 
vigoroufly oppofed the meafures of Antony ; and, on that occafion, 
had acquired great diftinclion as a man of ability, and as an upright 
citizen ; but that not being properly fupported in the Senate, he had 
declined any further ftruggle, and had abfented himfelf on the fol- 
lowing day. 

Cicero, though not greatly encouraged by thefe reports, continued 
his journey to Rome ; and having arrived, on the laft of Auguft, 



*i Cicer. ad Famil. lib. ii. ep. 3. Dated 4th of Auguft. a8 Cicer. ad Atti lib. xvi. ep. 7. 
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found that the expectations which he had been made to entertain of 
Antony' 3 intentions were void of foundation ; and that the outrage* 
he was likely to commit were fuch, as to make it extremely unfafe for 
any diftinguiflied friend of the republic to come in his power. For 
this reofon, Cicero, on the firft of September, fent an excufe to the 
Senate, pleading the ill flate of his healthy which obliged him to re- 
main fliut up. in his own houfe. Antony confidered his abfence 
from the Senate as an affront to himfelf, or as giving too much counr 
te nance to the fufpicions which were entertained of his violent in- 
tentions. Under this inipreffion he burft into rage, and fent an 
officer to require the attendance of Cicero, threatening, if he perfifted 
in his fuppofed contumacy, to pull down his houfe about his ears ; 
the ordinary method of forcing thofe to fubmiflion, who ihut them?- 
felves up, or took refuge in their dwellings from the fentence of the 
law. He was diffuaded, however, from any attempt to execute his 

threat ; and being himfelf abfent from the Senate on the following days 
Cicero ventured to take his feat, and, in the abfence of the Conful, 
delivered that oration which is intitled the firft Philippic. In this 
{peech he accounted for his late retirement from the capital, and for 
his prefent return^ in terms ftrongly reflecting on the conduct and 
admlniftration of the prefent Conful. 

Antony, in his turn,, greatly exafperated by the accounts he re- 
ceived of Cicero's fpeseh, prepared to reply at a fubfequent meeting 
of the Senate^, and delivered himfelf accordingly with great acrimony 
againft his antagonift.. Thefe mutual attacks thus made in the ab- 
fence of the parties, produced from Cicero th3t famous oration which 
is intitled the fecond Philippic ; a model of eloquence in the ftyle of 
antient inve&ive ; but which, though put in the form of an immediate 
reply to imputations fuppofed to be made in his prefence, never W26 
at all delivered, and is to be confidered as a mere rhetorical plead- 
ing in a fictitious cafe. The offence, however, which was given- 
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by the publication of this invective, made a principal part in the 
quarrel, which the parties never ceafed to purfue, till it ended with 
Cicero's life. 

While the Conful Antony in this manner threw off the made of a 
legal magiftrate, and acted in fome meafure as a perfon who fuc- 
ceeded to the military ufurpation erected by Cajfar, a new actor 

appeared on the ftage of public affairs, from whole youth nothing 
important, it was thought, could, for fome time, be expected. This 

was Caius Octavius, the grand nephew of Julius Csfar, by his niece 
Attia, and the fon of Octavius, who, in the courfe. of State-prefer- 
ments, had arrived at the dignity of Prsetor ; and in this rank, hav- 
ing governed the province of Macedonia, died fuddenly on his return 
from thence. His widow, the mother of this young man, married 
Phiiippus, a citizen of moderate parts, but upright intentions. In the 
houfe of Phiiippus the young Octavius was brought up, and paffed 

his early years, while his grand-uncle was engaged in the moft active 
parts of his life, and while he was infinuating himfelf by intrigues, 
or forcing his way at the head of armies to the fovereignty of the Ro- 
man empire. Elevated by his connection with this relation to a high 
fituation, and to higher views, he had followed him in the late cam- 
paign againft the fons of Pompey in Spain, and was intended, though 
a minor, to fucceed Lepidus, under the Dictator, as general of the horfe. 

Upon the return of Csefar into Italy, and after the army deftined 
for the war in Afia had been tranfported into Macedonia, the young 
Octavius was fent to Apollonia, as a place at which he might con- 
tinue his ftudies, and his military exercifes, and be in the way to 
join the army, and to attend his uncle in the projected expedition to 
the Eaft. 

■ 

After Octavius had been about fix months at Apollonia, a mef- 
fenger arrived in the beginning of the night with accounts of Csefar's 
death, bearing, that he had fallen in the Senate; but without deter- 
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mining whether he fell by .the hands of a few, or in the execution 

of a general refolution of the whole body. The young man was 
greatly deje&ed and perplexed in his thoughts. The military men 
then about him advifed him to repair to the quarters of the army in 

Macedonia, and 10 put himfelf at their head But his ftep-father 
Philippus, and his mother Attia, in their letters, had cautioned him 
againft this or any other ambitious refolution ; they advifed him to 
return into Italy in the mod private manner, and warned him to 
avoid giving any umbrage to the partizans of the republic, who had 
cow got the afcendant at Rome, and would not allow any perfon. 

whatever to tread in the dangerous fteps of his late uncle. 

O&avius accordingly embarked for Italy ; and as he knew not what 
might be the difpofition of the troops who were then Rationed at Brun- 
difium, he chofe to land at Lupia, a place at fome little diftance, and 
on the lame coaft. Here he received farther accounts from Rome,, 
with particulars of the conlpiracy ; the proceedings of the Senate ; 
accommodation of the parties ; the tumults that arofe at Csefar's fu- 
neral ; the will, and his own fhare in it : but his friends ftill perfifted 
in recommending a private ftation, and advifed him even to drop his 

pretenfions to the name and inheritance of Czfar. But this young 

man,, though only turned of eighteen, took upon him to decide for 
himfelf in this matter. He fent an officer to found the difpofition of 
the garrifor^ at Brundifium ; and finding that they were inclined to 
revenge the death of their late favourite leader, and that they re- 
fented the other proceedings of the republican party, he proceeded in 
perfon to Brundifium in the moft public manner, and was met at the 
gates by the troops, who received him with all the honours thought 
due to the fon of Qcfar. 

From this time forward, O&avius afTumed the name and defigna- 
tion of his late uncle. He was foon after attended by perfons of all 

ranks from the neighbourhood of Brundifium, and fet forward to 

7 Rome 
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Rome with a retinue, to which, as he pafTed on the way, he re* 
ceived continual acceflion of numbers. The veterans, in general, 

who had grants of land, flocked to him ; complained of the remiff- 
nefs of Antony in fuffering the afTafiins of his own friend and bene- 
factor to go unpunifhed, and declared their refolution to be revenged, 
as foon as any perfon appeared to lead them. Ottavius thanked 
them for their grateful refpeft to his father s memory, but exhorted 
them to moderation and fubmiffion. He wifhed to know the Hate of 

parties more exactly before he Ihould declare himfelf; and on his 

journey to Rome, young as he was, employed all the caution and wari- 
nefs of age for the fecurity of his perfon, left: any difguifeft enemies 
mould have infinuated themfelves amongfl: a multitude of profeflcd 
friends, who were yet generally unknown to him. At Terracina, , 
about fifty miles from Rome, he received a report, that the Confuls 

had fuperfeded Brutus and Caflius in the provinces of Macedonia and 
Syria, and had a/Hgned-them inferior ftations, by this account, at 
Cyrene and Crete ; thaf many exiles were recalled, particularly Sextus 
Pompeius ; and that, under pretence of executing the intentions of 
Canar, many new members were admitted into the Senate ls> . . 

Odavius, upon his arrival at Rome, found his ftep-father and 
his mother under great apprehenfions from the power of the Senate, . 
and "from the general difpofnions which appeared in the late act of 
indemnity that was pafTed in favour of thofe who had borne an active 
part in Cscfar's death. And thefe apprehenfions were ftrongly con- - 
firmed, by the neglect of Antony, who took no notice of his arrival, . 
and did not pay that attention which might be thought due to the ■ 
name of Catfar ; but he neither defponded nor expofed himfelf by 
any hafty act of prefumption. He faid, w That, being fo young a 
" man, and in a private ftation, he could not expect that the firft 
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book * advances ihould be made to him from the Roman Conful ; that 

v. 

" he would fcon convince the Senate of his dutiful intentions to- 

" wards them ; that all the world muft applaud in him the endea- 
" vours he mould make to bring the authors of his father 1 s death to 
" juftice ; that the ad of indemnity, in favour of the aflaffins, had 
w paffed when there was no one to oppofe it ; but that a charge of 
" murder, when directly brought 33 , could not be flighted by the 

" Senate, by the Roman People, nor even by Antony himfelf : that 



u to decline the inheritance which was left him, would be difrefpect- 
" ful to the memory of Ca?for, and injurious to the Roman People, 
6t in whole behalf he was made executor of his father's will. Caefar," 
he faid, " has diftinguifhed me, and honoured me ; and I had rather 
41 die, than appear unworthy of fuch a father." His friends were 
Ulenced by the appearance of lb much difcretion and refolutton. 
They broke off the conference with an advice which already ap- 
peared to be unneceffary, That he mould do nothing rafhly, nor 
embrace violent meafures, where prudence might equally gain his 
purpofe. 

Next morning this young man, attended by a numerous company 

i 

of his friends, repaired to the Forum, and prefented himfelf before 
the Prsetor C. Antonius, in order to declare in form his acceptance 
of the inheritance of his late uncle, and in order to be inverted with 
the name of Csefar. From thence he went to Pompey's gardens 

where Antony then refided; and after being made to wait, for 

fome time, in a manner tb-r fufEciently expreffed, on the part of 



Antony, a diflike to his vifit, he was admitted to a conference. 

The young Oclavius, having been educated as the neareft relation 
to Czfar, and deftined to inherit his fortunes, had conceived the 
extent of his own importance from the height of Caifar's power ; 
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he confidered the fovereignty of the empire, in fome meafure, as his c 
birthright, and his own intereft as the central point to which alb 
public tranfa&ions fhould tend. In this conference with Antony, 
he is faid to have betrayed more of this character than fuited his 
prefent condition, or than could be reconciled with the difcretion 
with which he had a&cd on other occafions. He entered with the- 

* * 

Conful on' a. review of his conduct as an officer of State, from the 
death of Csefar to the prefent moment ; thanked him for the regard- 
he had in fome things fliown to his father s memory, and with equal 
confidence, cenfured and arraigned him in others. " You did well," 
he faid, " in oppofing the thanks which the Senate was about to 
w decree to. the. murderers of my father and of your own benefactor 
" and friend 5 and. you did well in depriving Brutus and Caflius of 
"• the important provinces of Macedonia and Syria 5 but why pre- 
w elude my juft refentments by an. act: of indemnity ? Why aflign 
" any provinces, at all to thofe aflaffins ? Why fuffer Decimus Brutus^ 
" in particular, with fo great a force, to keep pofTeffion of Gaul ? 
w This is- not only to fpare, but to arm them againft me." He 
concluded by demanding reftitution of the money which Antony had 
feized. in the temple of Ops to the end that he might, without 
delay, pay off to the Roman People the legacies bequeathed to them, 
by Csefar. 

Qctavius, in this firft fpecimen of his boldnefs and addrefs, although 
he ventured to infult the Roman Conful, paid court to the army and 
to the People and perhaps willied for the reputation of having quar- 
relied with Antony on thefubject of his remiflhefs in avenging the 
death of Csefar, and of his own impatience to pay off the contents of 
his will. Antony, being furprifed and piqued at the arrogance of 
his fpeech, and of his pretentions, endeavoured to check his ambi- 

11 PJul. in Antonio.. Appian. dc Bell. Civ. lib. ii. 
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:tibn, by putting him in mind, that although he was named the heir 
of Canar s eftate, he muft not pretend to inherit his dignities 5 that 
the Roman conftitution acknowledged no hereditary powers ; that 
he ought to remember in whofe pre fence he ftood ; that the Roman 

Conful muft be equally indifferent to his approbation, or to his'cen- 

fare. " To me," he faid, " it was owing that your uncle was not 
u declared an ufurper and a tyrant ; confequently, to me it is owing 
" that you have any other inheritance by him befides the difgrace of 
" being related to a traitor, whofe body had been dragged through 
* ; the {beets, and caft into the Tiber. As to any money which may 
" have been lodged in the treafury, of that," he faid, " Cscfar had 
4< already diverted too much to his own private ufes ; that when his 
" receipts came to be examined, and the fums not accounted for to 
u be claimed, much public money might be found among his 
u effects ; that Csfar himfelf, if living, could not refufe to make 

<£ up his accounts ; and that a propofal was actually in agitation to 
u have them ftated and examined." 

From thefe altercations, Octavius and Antony parted on very 
ill terms, and were publicly known to have quarrelled. Octavius, 
from an affected zeal to put the People in poffeflion of the legacy 
bequeathed to them by his father, brought his own effects to fale. 
Antony, on his part, promoted the inquiry into the applications of 
public money, and gave out, that the heirs of the late Dictator 
would have great fums to refund, and little reverfion. Thefe heirs, 
in return, pleaded the late decree of the Senate and People, rati- 
fying all Csfar's acts, and confequently precluding all inquiries into 
this, or any other part of his adminiftration ; but as Antony could 
fabricate acts of Csfar, when wanting, to his purpofe, fo he could 
let afide or evade real acts when they ftood in his way. 

In the mean time the friends of the republic rejoiced at a breach 
which feemed to weaken their enemies, and gave them hopes, that 

a com- 
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a, competition for the fucceflion to Csefar's power would divide the c H A p - 
army, and make the foundation on which that power was fupported. 
In this conteft Antony, by bis age, his authority, and by his great 
influence in the commonwealth, having fo much the advantage, they 
thought it fafeft to promote the intereft of his antagonift, who was 
in a private ftation, a minor, under the diredion of relations inclined 
to moderation, and ftrongly poflefled with deference to the Senate. 
Antony, by his arrogance, and the public contempt with which he 
treated the heir of Csefar, gave offence to the party from which he 
hoped for fupport. Having already obtained all the ends which he 
propofed to himfelf in courting the Senate, he pulled off the mafk, 
and fet them at defiance. O&avius, on the contrary, while he en* 
deavoured to fupplant his antagonift in the favour of the People, 
affetted great deference to the Senate and regard to the common- 
wealth. He even changed his language in public refpefting the con- 
fpirators, and to their friends affe&ed a defire to be reconciled with 
them, Being at the countryrhoufe of Philippus, near to that of Cicero, 
he took this opportunity to pay his court to a perfon of fo much 
confideration in the republican party ; accofted him with the title of 
father, and mentioning his friends of the confpiracy with refpeft, 
affc&ed to put himfelf entirely under his protection 3 \ Cicero being 
either the dupe of thefe artifices, or willing to encourage O&avius 
againft Antony, feemed to liften to his profeffions ; notwithstanding 
that Philippus, who was interefted to fave the republic, at the fame 
time informed him that he did not believe this artful boy was fincere 

While the young Cxkv thus ftrove to ingratiate himfelf with the 
party of the Senate, his chief reliance was on the People. He opened 

an office for the payment of the late Di&ator's legacy to every one 

who claimed a ftiare of it ; and as thefe liberalities were afcribed to 

J* Cic, ad Attic, lib. xiv. ep. 1 1 , Modo venit Oftaviitf in proximam villain Philippi, 
»ihi total deditus. " Ibid. lib. xii. ep. 15. 
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the deceafed, and could not be made a charge of corruption againft 
Mmfelf, he did not fcruple to extend them beyond the letter of the 
will He endeavoured at the fame time to make it be believed, that 
by the oppreflions of Antony he was ftraitened for means to perform 
his duty in this refpeft to the People ; recommended to his agents to 
haften the fale of his own effeds at any price, and continually 

■ 

brought new articles to the market in order to raife money 3 \ Being 
introduced by one of the Tribunes, he delivered a harangue to the 
People, in which he declared his intention to exhibit fhows and 

theatrical entertainments in honour of his late father's memory 35 . 
He propofed to have feated himfelf at the theatre in his chair of 
{fete ; but in this particular had the mortification of being forbid by 
the Tribunes 

Although the Senators in general promoted the claims of O&avius, 
and confidered him as a zealous confederate againft Antony, who 

was the principal objeft of their fears, the confpirators faw in him 
the reprefentative of their late enemy and the leader of Casfar's army* 
They endeavoured to put their friends on their guard againft him, 
and by all means in their power to counteract his popular arts. For 
tliis purpofe the public entertainments, which were this year to have 
been given by Brutus in the quality of Pnetor, were provided and 
exhibited in his abfence with great fplendour. Thefe entertainments* 
from animofiry to the family of Csefar, rather than from a regard to 
Brutus, were conducted by C. Antonius, the brother of the prefent 
Conful, who prefided in the place of his colleague the abfent Pnetor,. 
and who was defirous on this occafion to divide with O&avius the 

popular favour even in behalf of Brutus, with whom he was not on 
.good terms M . 

I 

3 * App:an. de Bell. Civ. lib. ii. Cicer. ad Artie, lib. xv. ep. 2v 
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• As fuch entertainments were intended by the Roman officers to in- 
gratiate themfelves with the People, fb the reception they met with 
was confidered as an indication of their fuccefs or difappointment in 
any objed they had in view. On the prefent occalion the Tereus of 
Accius being brought on the ftage, and every fentiraent of liberty 
applicable to the times being greatly applauded, this was con- 
fidered as an intimation of popular favour to the deliverers of their 
country, and to Brutus in particular, the giver of the feaft. His 
friends thought this a favourable opportunity to make trial of their 
ftrength j and as the Roman People, ftill fuppofed to be the fove- 
reigns of the world, were accuftomed, like other defpotical matters, 
to decide on the-greateft affairs as matters of private paffion, and in 
the midft of their pleafures, the ariftocratical party raifed a cry, that 
the reftorcrs of public liberty mould be recalled to their country 3 \ 
This cry was not returned by the audience, and the performance it- 
felf was flopped by the clamours of the oppofite party, until the 

propofal now made in favour of the confpirators Ihould be with- 
drawn. 

Brutus and Caffius finding their party among the People fo little 
able to fupport them, faw no fecurity but in the pofleffion of pro- 
vinces which, in cafe of an open attack from their enemies, might 
fupply them with money and arms for their defence. They deter- 
mined, therefore, notwithstanding the late arrangements, by which 
they were fuperfeded, r io repair to the provinces of which the com- 
mand had been originally intended for them; Caffius to Syria, and 

Brutus to Macedonia and Greece. They were encouraged in the 

purfuance of this refolution by the divifions and quarrels which arofe 
in the oppofite party ; . obferving that the adherents of the late Caefar 
were ranged on different fides with Oclavius or with Antony, and 

that the army itfelf, though extremely averfe to difputes which 

31 Cicero ad Attic, lib. xvi. cp. 2. 
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tended to difturb their poffeflion of the government, were likely 
to balance or hefitate in the choice of their leader, they left Italy 

with fome hopes, that the republic might revive in the diffention of 

its enemies. 

The officers whom Antony had aflembled as a guard to his 

perfon, ventured to expoftulate with him on a breach which was fo 
likely to reduce their force, and they exhorted him to aft in concert 

■ 

with O&avius, at leaft until they had "obtained a juft revenge againft 
the aflaflins of Caefar. On this occafion Antony entered into the 
reafons of his paft condud, and accounted for the conceffions which 
he had made to the Senate, as neceffary to obtain the conditions on 
which the prefent flouriihing ftate of the party depended. He re- 

minded his friends that it was by his means that Csefar's adts had 

been ratified ; that it was by his means that, notwithstanding the late 
zSt of indemnity, the confpirators had been expelled from the city, 
and ftripped of their provinces. For the future, he aflured them, that 
being poflefled of a proper force, he would appear undifguifed, and 

give fufficient proof of his regard to Cxfar's memory, and to the 
mtereft of his furviving friends. 

Antony, in compliance with the intreaties which were now made 
to him at this conference, had an interview with Oftavius ; at which 
they were, in appearance, reconciled to each other : but their pre- 
tentions were far from being Efficiently adjufted to render the agree- 
ment of long continuance. O&avius afpiretl to a degree of confe- 
quence which Antony by no means thought necefiary to admit in lb 
young a perfon. His undoubted title to the inheritance of Csefar, 
and the attachment of Caefar' s perfonal friends, made Antony confider 
his advancement as altogether incompatible with the fuccefs of his 

own defigns. Effects of their jealoufies and animofities accordingly 
foon after appeared, fuch as rendered an open breach again un- 
avoidable. 
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A vacancy having happened in the college of Tribunes z \ Oc- 
tavius, though far. fliort of the legal age, was prefented by his 
friends as a candidate for this ftation. Antony, without declaring 
himfelf openly againft them, publifhed an edict:, threatening with 

profecution any perfon who fliould make a propofition to the People 

contrary to law ; and by thefe means prevented their farther proceed- 
ing in this defign. 

Soon after this act: of authority, on the part of Antony, to check the 
ambition of the young Csefar, men armed as for an afiaflination were 
difcovered in the Conful's houfe. They were not brought to any public 
examination ; but it was given out that they had been fuborned by 
Octavius. Whether this plot was fabricated, in order to load him 
with the odium of it, andtojuftify the meafures which Antony him- 
felf meditated to take againft a perfon fuppofed to have aimed at his 

life, or whether it was by Antony actually believed to be real,, is un- 
certain. It occafioned a confiderable ferment in the city, and the 
parties reafoned upon it as they were feverally inclined. The friends 
of Antony perfifted in acculing Octavius, and others recriminated, 

urging as a proof of Antony's defign on the life of Caefar, his having 
recourfe in this manner to a forgery, which was evidently intended 
to exafperate the army and the people againft his antagonist, and to 
juftify the violence which he himfelf, with the firft opportunity, meant 
to employ 40 . Cicero, however, fays, that people, of judgment be- 
lieved the plot on the part of Octavius to have been real, and that 
they approved of it *\ 

In the late interval of military ufurpation, the Senators in general, 
though willing to refume the government, were actually unable to 
bear the load which it was likely to lay on their moulders. They 
Yp\c\\reA at the breach between Octavius and Antonv ; but if thele 



s » Appian. de Bell. Civil, lib, ii. Ibidem. 41 Cicero ad Famil. lib. xii. ep. 23 . 
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BOOK, adventurers mould continue to quarrel about the fpoils of the com- 
monwealth, the greater part of thofe who had any intereft in de- 
fending it were no more than a prey to the conqueror. Clouds 
hung over their councils on every fide. The officers who had ferved 
under Csfar in the late civil war, were polled at the head of armies 

in the moft advantageous fituations. Afinius Pollio had the com* 
raand in the further province of Spain, Lepidus in the nearer ; 
Plancus commanded in Gaul, and Antony in Macedonia. The vete- 
rans remained in the neighbourhood of Rome with fwords in their 
hands, anxious for the fettlements which had been lately affigned 
to them by Csfor. Thefe they did not believe to be fecure, without 
the deftruclion of every law and of every form which could be cited 
to favour the claims of the former proprietors. 

Antony made rapid advances to the military ufurpation he had 
fome time projected. Having availed himfelf fo far of his nomi- 
nation to the government of Macedonia, as to get poiTeffion of the 

numerous and refpedable army which Csefar, on their way to the 
Parthian war, had tranfported thither, he proceeded to exchange that 
province for the Cilalpine Gaul ; and, under pretence of expelling 
Decimus Brutus from thence, had ordered the army of Casfar to be 
tranfported back into Italy. Soon after the detection of the fuppofed 
plot of O&avius he departed from Rome, and fet out for Brundifium. 
The troops which he had ordered from Macedonia were already 
arrived at that place ; and as he had intelligence that Oftavius had 
his emii&ries employed to feduce them, he haftened to prevent the 
effect, of this defign, and to fecure his own authority. He pro- 
fcITed to employ this army merely in gaining polTeifion of the pro- 
vince which had lately been decreed to him by the People. But in 
the defire of occupying, with an army, that very ftation from which 
Csfar had fo fuccefsfully invaded the republic ; and which, according 
to the expreffion of Cato on the nomination of Csefar to that pro- 

X vince. 
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vince, was in reality the citadel or commanding ftation which gave c 

* 

pofleffioh of Rome, he fufficiently evinced the defigns which he had * 
formed againft the republic, and no lefs alarmed the heir of Csefar, 
who expected to be the firft victim of his power, than it threatened 
the Senate with a new and dangerous ufurpation. 

Under thefe impreffions, while Antony took the road to Brun- 
difium, Octavius repaired to Campania, and, by large donations 4X in 
money, engaged the veterans who were fettled at Calatia, Cafilinum, 
and Capua, to declare for himfelf. With this powerful fupport, he 
publiflxed his intention to withftand the Conful, and took meafures 

to procure the authority of the Senate againft their common enemy* 
He profefTed great zeal for the caufe of the republic, and affected to 
put himfelf intirely under the direction of Cicero, now the mod re- 
fpectable member of the Senate that was left. He intreated this ex- 
perienced counfellor to favour him with an interview at Capua. 

" Once more," he faid, in his letter upon this occafion, " fave the 
" republic*" At their conference it was deliberated whether Octavius 
mould throw himfelf into Capua with three hundred veterans who 
had joined him, and there flop Antony's march to Rome ; or fliould 
crofs the Apennines, to give the legions, who were marching from 
Brundifium, an opportunity to execute the project of defection, which 
he believed they were meditating in his favour. In this queftion he 
aifected to be determined intirely by Cicero, who advifed him to move 
with all the force he could auemble towards Rome *\ 

In compliance with this advice, Octavius having aflembled ten 
thoufand men, without waiting to array, or even to have them com- 
pletely armed, advanced by hairy marches to prevent Antony, who 

about the fame time had marched from Brundifium, and was haften- 
ing to advance in the fame direction 

Five hundred Denarii, i. e. about 16 1. « Cicero ad Attic lib, xvi. cp, fl. 

Appian. de Bell. Civ. lib. ii. 

The 
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The city was thrown into a great alarm by this unexpected 
approach of two hoftile armies. Some expreffed their fears of An- 
tony, others of O&avius, an(J feme of both. It was uncertain whe- 
ther they advanced in concert to opprefs the republic, or in compe- 
tition to contend for its fpoils. Many appearances favoured the 
latter fuppofition ; and the late reconciliation gave fome credit to the 

former. 

O&avius, having the advantage of a fhorter march, arrived be- 
fore his antagonift ; and being within two miles of the city, was re- 
ceived by-Canutius, one of the Tribunes, whom he foon after fent 
back into the city, with alTurances, that he had affembled his party 
not to fecond, but to oppofe the defies of Antony ; and that his 

purpofe was to employ all the force he could raife for the defence of 
the commonwealth. The Tribune Canutius, in reporting what 
paired with O&avius, exhorted all who wilhed to preferve the re- 
public to lend their affiftance in execution of this defign. 

Upon thefe affurances, delivered by a Tribune of the People, the 
gates were thrown open to O&avius, and he entered the city, though 
not in a military form, yet followed by a numerous band of attend- 
ants, who concealed their weapons. With this company he took 
pofleffion of the temple of Caftor and Pollux, and prepared to ex- 
plain himfelf to a. numerous concourfe of people, who were haften- 

9 

ing into the area or court before the temple. Being introduced by 
the Tribune into this aflembly, as a perfon who had matters of great 
moment to communicate refpe&ing the flare of the republic and the 
defigns of Antony, he began his fpeech by commemorating the 
merits of his late adoptive father, and the ingratitude and injuftice 
of Antony, declared, that a] 



Hi 



in his own defence, he was ready to employ them in the fervice 

country, and fubmitted himfelf intirely to fuch directions as 



mould receive from the powers eftablifh 
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wealth ; obferved, that they could not poffiHy doubt of his inclination 
to be employed at leaft againft his perfonal enemies. 

It was probably in this fpeech, that Octavius, being to make a 
folemn afleveration, pointed to the ftatae of Julius Caefar, with 
thefe words, " So may I arrive at my father's honours ** 1" He had 
two oppofite and irreconcileable parties to pleafe on this occafion 
and had not learned that the only fafe courfe in fuch cafes is filence. 
He offended the partizans of the republic by the veneration he ex- 
prefled for Csefar, and by his wifh to tread in his fteps ; and in this, 
perhaps, committed the only public indifcretion with which he is 
chargeable in any part of his conduct. But what was in reality 
a more dangerous effect of this error, he offended the military 
part of his audience by the regard he affected to entertain for the 

civil government of the State, and by his open declaration of war 
againft Antony. By this declaration, military men found themfelves 
not invited to enter, as they expected, on the fecure poffeffion 
of the rewards and honours which had been promifed to them ; but 
called upon to fight for empire againft their late fellow foldiers, 
commanded by an officer from whom they had high expectation 
as a friend, and much to fear as an enemy. 

Soldiers of fortune being thus difappointed of the fpoils winch 
they expected to feize, and of the rewards which k were now become 
due for former fervices, fome of them abfolutely renounced the party 
of Octavius j others, under pretence of providing arms and necef- 
faries for the field, or pleading various excufes, defired leave to return 
to their own habitations. The greater part of the veterans actually 
withdrew : but Octavius, young as he was, did not fink under this 
untoward ftate of his affairs. He had ordered levies in Etmria, and 
in the diftrict of Ravenna. Thefe levies, upon the reputation of the 

■ 

■ 

4fl Cicero ad Attlcum, lib. xvi. c. 15. 
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B 0^0 £ afcendant he bad gained in the city, fucceeded apace, and induced 
u „ ■ / military adventurers from every quarter to efpoufe his caufe. 

Many who had ferved under Julius Caefar, • being accuftomed to 
the life of a foldier, though fettled as landholders in Italy, were not 
yet rooted in the condition of citizens, or in that of hufbandmen. 
They had yet frefli in their memories the licence and the fpoils of 
war. They faw them offered anew under the aufpices of a leader 
who bore the name of Csfar, and whofe munificence was known. 
Many, therefore, who had recently left . O&avius, being unwilling 
that others mould reap the harveft in which they themfelves had 

been invited to partake, again repaired to his ftandard ; and, as faft 

as they arrived, were fent to Etruria, into different quarters* to be 
armed, arrayed, and furnhhed with all neceffaries for the field 

Ocravius from thenceforward conducted himfelf between the parties 
with great addrefs ; to the veterans he talked of avenging Csefar's 
death : to the friends of the republic he fet forth the dangerous de- 
figns of Antony, affe&ed to facrifice all private refentment to his , 
zeal for the commonwealth 4 , even promoted the election of Cafca 
into the college of Tribunes 4 % and affe&ed in all things to be go- 
verned by the Senate. 

* 

What hopes,, in the mean time, could be formed for the State ? 
Could Senators entruft the age or the intention of this crafty boy„ 
nurfed, as they obferved, in the midft of usurpation ; and who, by 
arming himfelf without any legal authority, had given evidence of 
an affurning and audacious fpirit I They flood in awe- of 
and were afraid to provoke him by an open declaration. Octavius 

did not yet appear to be in condition to cope with the Roman Con- 

ful ; and if he were in condition to do fo, would be likely to form: 

defigns equally dangerous to the commonwealths Antony, with a 

* ? Dio. Caflias, lib. xlv. c. 12. Appian. u Cicero ad Attic, lib-xtr. ep. 12* 
de BelL Cxt. Iitv. iL « Ibid. lib. x?i. cp. 1 5, 
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numerous army, had all the authority of government in his hands. 1 
The difpofitions of Panfa and Hirtius, the Confuls named by Csefar for 
the enfuing year, were yet unknown, — Although many things were 
tranfa&ed in name of the Senate, this order of men fcarcely ventured to 

refume their ordinary functions, and fhook under the rod which Caefar 
had lifted over them, even while it hung in fufpence between different 
divifions of his remaining party 5 °. . Pifo, the father-in-law of Caefar, 
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had ventured to oppofe. Antony, 
terwards followed this example. 



Cicero and Publius Servilius af- 
" But all that we have gained, 

x 

faid Cicero, " is no more than this, that the Roman People may 

" perceive, that whoever contends for liberty is not fafe at Rome." 
Thefe Senators, therefore, together with L. Cotta, L. Czefar, and 
L. Sulpicius, had in defpair, upon feeing Antony put himfelf at the 
head of an army, abfented themfelves from the public affemblies." 

It was evident from every circumftance, that the fate of the em- 
pire was to be determined by the fword. The troops feeling 
their confequence, affe&ed indifference to every intereft but their 
own, and prefumed to treat with equal contempt, in their turns, 
the different perfons who affumed the command of .them. Of the 
five legions which had been quartered in Macedonia, four were landed 
at Brundifmm when Antony arrived at that place. They turned out 
on his coming, but did not receive him with the ufua! acclamations"" 
and fhouts. They clofed in profound filenoe round the platform 
from which he was] to fpeak, as having fufpended their judgment, 

until they ftiould know what gratuities they were to receive in reward 
of their fervices. When he mentioned four hundred feftertii, or 
between three and four pounds a man J \ This being far fhort of 
the rewards that were expected for giving a new matter to the com- 
monwealth, he was anfwered with figns of derifion. In return 

50 Ckero ad Attic, lib. xiv. ep. 5^6. 51 Dio. Cafl*. lib. 4J, c. 13. or according 
Ibid. adDolabellam, poft 17. to Appian. ioo=i6s, 
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s o o K to this infolence, Antony affumed a tone which tended rather to 
x ' exafperate than to overawe his audience. He reproached thefe 
legions wkb ingratitude for the favour he had recently done them, 
in changing their deftination from Parthia to the CMalpine Gaol; 
and with treachery, in having fuffered to remain among them, the 
emiuaries, whom he . knew that a prefumptuous boy had employed 
to debauch them from their duty, " Thefe," he faid, « ihall not 

" efcape me ; in the mean time prepare yourfeives to march into 
* the province which is allotted for your ftation. 

Antony, while he yet continued to fpeak, had the mortification 
to fee intire cohorts, with their officers, withdraw from his prefence, 
Ottering words of contempt and of fcorn. Seeing the defertion likely 

to become general 5 \ and being greatly provoked, he difmifled the 

audience, fentenced three hundred officer* and private men- to im- 
mediate death, and flood by while they perifhed under the hands of 
the executioners. Fulvi% who had attended him in his journey to 
Bnmdifiom, is faid to have been prefent likewife at this fcene, and 
to have fatiated her revenge of the infults offered to her hufband* 

with fo near a view of the executions, as to have her clothes Gained 
with Wood 5J , 

The offence that was taken at thefe cruelties gave ample en- 
couragement to the agents of O&avius, who, notwithftanding the 
threats of Antony, 1HU continued to negotiate in the quarters of his 
army. Papers were dropt and handed about, containing a contraffc 
of Antony's parfimony with the liberality of O&avius. A fearch 

* 

was made for the authors of thefe libels ; but the bad fuccefs with* 
which it was attended, ferved only to lhow the general difaffe&ion 
of the army. The accounts, at the fame time, which were brought 1 

of the progrefs which O&avius made in the fettlements of the ve- 

Ciccr. ad Attic iib.xri, tgJL 53 Ibid. Philip, iu. c. i &4» 
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terms, and of hi* reception at Rome, gave Antony a juft fenfeof 
his danger, and made him change his tone. In a fecond addrefs to 
the army, he made an apology for his late feverities* They knew, 
he faid, his character, that it was neither fordid nor fe vere j that the 

fuma he had mentioned were no more than a prefent ta fignalize 
their meeting, and an earneft of his future munificence. He did 
not, however, at this time, make any addition, to his former bounty, 
left it fliould appear to be extorted from hi mr by fear. 

The foldiers, in appearance fatisfied with thefe declarations, ac- 
cepted with refpecl: the fum which had been offered to them ; fuo~ 
mitted to the changes which had been made among their officers^ 
and marched off in divifions by the coafrof the Adriatic towards Ark- 
minum. Antony himfelf, with, an efcortof cavalry and infantry, 
compofed of men the braveft and moil attached to his perfon, 
whom he had fefe&ed from the whole army,, fet out for Rome. At 
his arrival the horfe were quartered in the fuburbs j he hhnfelfj at- 
tended by a body of foot, entered the city, had a regular guard- 
mounted in the court of his own houfe, ordered cenrinels ta be 

pofted, gave the parole, and made every difpofition to prevent fur- 
prize, a& in a military ftation. Being ftill vefted with the office of 

GonfuV be fummoned the Senate to meet on the twenty-fourth of 
September ; and, in the proclamation or fummons, declared, that if 
any Senator abfented himfelf on that day, he fhould be deemed an 
acceffary to the plot againft the ConfuTs life, which had been lately 
difcovered, and an accomplice in the other wicked defigns known to 
be in agitation againft the republic. 

Notwithftanding this pompous threat, Antony himfelf- did not 

attend at the time appointed ; but, by another proclamation, he again 

4 

fummoned the Senate to meet on. the twenty-eighth of the fame 
month. He intended, on this day, to obtain a decree againft Oc- 
tavius ; ' whom, in all his manifeftos, he qualified with the name of 

l Spartacus y 
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Spartacus ; 

-war againft 



5* 



but, as he entered the porch of the Senate- 



houfe, a meffenger arrived with accounts that 



ihock, 
legion. 



colours to Oftavius. 
neflenger came wkh 
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Before 4ie had recovered this 



entered 



unprepared to zGt in circumftances 



iuch difconcerted, and 
from thdfe with which 



he laid his account 



■ i 

avoided the mention of Octavius 



tending to have called the affembly, without ;any particular bull nefs, 



made a fhort fpeech 



From this meeting, hearing 



that 



repaired to that place, in hopes of reclaiming them ; but was re- 



ceived with a difcharge of arrows and ftones fro: 

* 9 

and obliged to retire. Fearing that the remainder 
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the battlements, 
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gratu 



hundred feftertii, or about four pounds a man. And, to give them 



effectual 



leans of (lining danger* 
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Antony, being joined by the laft of the troops from Macedonia, had 
ffill three legions belonging to that army ; and thefe, together with 
the veterans fettled in the neighbourhood of Tibur, who came with 
their enfigns and colours to offer their fervices, amounted in all" to 
four legions, befides the ordinary attendance of irregular troops, 

,d the crowds of people that flocked to his ftandard. With this 
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formidable power, having for a' few days overawed the city, and c ^ 
drawn- around him the greateft part of the Senate, and of the Equef- 
trian order, with many of the people who had fo lately declared for 

his riva1,/and' who, in the contefts of fuch parties, ever yield to the 
prefent power, and are the property of : him who can b eft work on 
their fears ; he fet out on his march to Ariminum, the laft place of 
Italy, on the frontier of Gaul. 

Oftavius at the fame time had aflembled his forces at Alba, con^ 
fifting of the two legions who had lately come over to him from 
Antony, one legion, of new levies, together with two of the veterans 
lately embodied, which, not being full, were completed with the 
choice of his new-raifed men. He made a report to the Senate of the 
number and defcription of the troops he had thus aflembled, and re*- 

ceived their thanks and. congratulations. It is neverthelefs probable* 
that his fervices were received by this body with great diftruft of their 

own fituation, and of his defigns. 

Had the Senate been free to choofe on whofe fwords they were 
to rely for the* defence of their caufe, thofe of Caffius and Brutus, 

with the other confpirators, originally drawn in behalf of the re- 
public, muft have appeared the preferable choice. Uncertain, 



effea 



C*fa 



fpondence to be maintained with them to private perfons; and So 
nators accordingly Wrote in their private capacity, to recommend 
peTfeverance and the utmoft exertion of their zeal. M Such is the 
" ftate of the republic," fays Cicero to Caflius ; " even in the calmed 
" times r fcarcely able to fupport itfelf, What muft it be in the pre- 
*' fent ftorm ? All our hopes are in you. But if you. have with- 



" drawn youneives merely tor your own laiety, w 
u hopes, not even in you. If you intend any thing worthy of your 
w own charafter, I wi/h I may live to fee the effect. 



The republic, 



a 



at. 
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" at any rate, mull revive under your efforts "* 9 He adjured Dc* 
cimus Brutus, by the example of 0£tevius 4 who, though in a 

private ftation, railed armies for the State ; he adjured him by the 

example of the faithful legions who deferred from Antony, to Jiand 
by the commonwealth j and in the prefeut crifis to exert himfelf 
to the utmoft, without waiting for the orders of the Senate 55 . 

Gcero had already proclaimed his animofity to Antony, and, be- 
fides his zeal for the republic, had a particular intereft in abetting 
any party that was formed agaioft this dangerous enemy. Hearing 
that he was gone from the city, and that all the forces in its neigh- 
bourhood had declared for O&avius, or for the Senate, he himfelf 
ventured, on the ninth of December, to return to Rome and pro- 
poled in the Senate that they mould decide on the plan they were 
to follow in this arduous ftate of their affairs. 

" Cicer. ad Familkr. Hb. xii. ep. z. Ibid. Jib. xj. *p. 7. » Ibid, ep. 5. 
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CHAP. III. 
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Situation and Addrefs of Offavius. Muting of the Senate.*—*- 

Progrefs of Antony.-* — His March info GauL Meffage of Oc- 

tavius to I)eciinus Brutus. New Confuls Hirtius and Pan/a.—— 

Meeting of (be, Scnate>-*rr-Dep?itgtion to Antony. His Anfwer. 

— n — Declared an Enemy tr-rrr Advance of IJirtius and Oclavius to 

raifc the Siege of Mufina. Brutus and Cajius confirmed in the 

Command of all, the Eajlern Provinces. — r- Progrefs of the War iu 

Gad^r Siege of Mutina raifed rjunaign of Antony and Le- 

P'tdus. -.CojfuJaie of 08avins, . 

WHEN Antony left Rome to take poffelfion of the Cifalpine Gaul, 
Odaviu6 was in arms at the gates of the city, and, though a 
mere youth under age, was furnifhed with every art which age itfelf 
could beftow, to qualify liim for the part he was to a&. He had gained 
upon the army by donations and promifes 5 upon the Senate by 
public profeffions of duty and of zeal for the republic; and, on par* 
ticular members, by attentions and flattery. The legions, which had 
lately come over to him from Antony, having exhibited a mock 
fight, he ordered them, on that occafton, a fpecial gratuity of five 
hundred fextertii, or four pounds a man ; faying, That as this w« 
but the reprefentation of a battle, the reward was proportional ; but 
if he {houkl eyer have occafion to employ them in real fights, they 
fhould have as. many thoufands \ ,In this fituation, it became nccei- 

fary for the Senate, either to authorife and to avail themfelves of this 
ultraneous fupport ; or, by refufing it, to drive the veteran s> and all 

• ■ ■ » Appian. dc Bell. Civ. lib. il 
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the military party which ftill revered the name of Caefar, into mea- 
fures immediately fatal to the republic 

Upon the march of Antony towards Gaul, O&aviushad already fent 

a mefiage to Decimus Brutus * with aflurances of his aid in defending 
that province, and of his co-operation every where elfe in fupporting 
the authority of the Senate, Hitherto men flood in awe of Antony, as 

being vefted with the authority of Conful, and threatening to treat 
his opponents as rebels to the commonwealth. Even Hirtius and 
Panfa, deftined to fucceed him in the Confulfliip, it was fuppofed, 
would fcarcely venture to take pofTeflion of the office without his con- 
feat, and the ufual form of his abdication ; but the profpedt of a vi- 
gorous fupport from O&avius, relieved many from their fears of An- 
tony, and determined them on the part they were to. ad. 

The Senate, under pretence of taking meafures that the fucceeding 

Confuls might enter on their office in lafety, being affembled by one 
of the Tribunes on the nineteenth of December, a manifefto was 
produced from Decimus Brutus, of which no copy remains, but pro* 
bably ftating his right to the province of Gaul, and reprefenting the. 
injuftice of Antony in attempting to diHodge him by force. O&avius 

was at the fame time introduced by the Tribune, and pronounced a, 
panegyrick on Brutus 3 . Gcero, in a fpeech which is ftill extant, 
extolled the conduct of the young Cselar in arming the veterans, as 
a generous effort made at the hazard of his own life, and of his pri- 
vate fortune, to defend the republic. He applauded the two legions, 
who had lately deferred from Antony ; and warmly urged the Senate 

to fupport Decimus Brutus in his province. He moved, that thanks 
ihould be given to thefe officers, and to the troops who adhered to 
them ; and that the Confuls, on the firft of January, mould, move 
the Senate farther to conlider of the rewards that were due to the 

* Die. CzS. lib. c. 15. : Ciccr. ad Fjuoil. lib. xi. ep. 6. Ibidem, Philip Hi. c. 5. 
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army, for the faithful Services which they had rendered to the com- c H,^-^ 
monweakh. Thefe public propofitions he blended with a continual 
and vehement invective againft Antony 4 , He obtained decrees of 
the Senate to the feveral effects he had propofed ; and having carried 
thofe decrees to the Comitia or alTembly of the People for their ap- 
probation, there likewife he fupported them with a repetition of the 
fame topics, and with the ufual force of his eloquence 

In the mean time, Antony, being arrived on the frontier of Gaul, 

difpatched an'officer to Decimus Brutus, with a copy of his own com- 

miffion from the Roman People, and with an order to evacuate the 

province. To this meffage he had for anfwer, that Decimus Brutus 

held his command by authority of the Roman Senate, who alone, 
by the laws, were entitled to difpofe of the provinces ? and that he 

would not furrender what the laws of his country had enjoined him 
to defend. Antony, after having to no purpofe exchanged repeated 
meffages on this fubject, continued his march into the province, and 
forced Brutus, with two legions and fome new levies, that were 
under his command, to throw himfelf into Mutina, where he had 
formed fome magazines from the ftores and provisions he was able 
to collect in the neighbourhood, and where he propofed to wait for 
the fuccours which he was made to expect from Rome. Antony ad- 
vanced to Bononia and Claterna, took pofleflion of thefe places, and 
having inverted Mutina, began to befiege it in form." 

Such was the pofture of affairs in the end of December, about ten l ? . C. 710. 

months after the death of Csefar \ On the firft of January, the Con- £^c!hi>- 

fuls Panfa and Hirtius, being to enter on the exercife of their office, % bo * 

° ' killed. Ofta- 

proceeded to the Senate from the temple, where they had offered ™ u * ru< j5 ccd ~ 
the ufual facrifices ; and agreeably to the order of the nineteenth of Upon his re- 
December, moved this aflembly, to take under confideration the pre- flgnatlcm * 

* Cicer. Philip, ii. ' 5 Ibid. Philip, iv. - « Appian. de.Bell. Civ. -lib, ii. 
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B 0 0 K f e nt ftate of the republic \ Panfa haying dated the fubjeft, Called 

* upon his father-in-law, Q^Fufms Calenus to deliver his opinion. 

fo'cceedsi This Senator being difpofed to favour Antony, advifed, that they 

q^pSL fhould not, rafhly, rake any violent refolution ; that they fhould fend 

£?^ dc fl a deputation to the late ConfuL with inftructions from the Senate to 

Rimes. \ ec- r ' 

cciui kz- ] a y down his arms, and to return to his duty. This motion was ve- 

ci=5, who hemently oppofed by Cicero, who, in a fpeech ftill extant , infifted 
"* ^ 0i- ' that Antony was already in effect declared an enemy, and ought to 

be reduced by force, not gained by negociation and treaty. He re- 
counted the violences committed by him in his late Confulate, parti- 
cularly the acts which he promulgated under the pretence of Cxfar's- 

memorials and will. " From the foundation of Rome to this prefent 
hour," he faid, u Antony alone has had the impudence to prefent 
himfelf in this aflembly, efcorted by a military force. The kings 
never attempted it. The boldeft adventurers, and they who were 
moft forward to revive the kingly power, never ventured fo far. 
I remember Cinna ; I have feen Sylla ; and, laft of all, Csfar. Thefe 



u 



u 



were the perfons, who, fince the expulfion of Tarquin, made the 
" greateft advances to kingly power. I do not fay that they were 
" unattended in the Senate, or that their retinue were always unr 
" armed ; they were followed only by a few, and with concealed 

weapons. But this daring affailin paraded in the ftreets .with a 
military power, moving in cohorts under arms, with all the 
form of a regular march. He polled a body of archers with their 
quivers full, and even chefts of fpare arrows for immediate and 

■ 

continued action, on the very fteps by which Senators were to 

afcend into the temple of Concord; you have ordered public 
" thanks to the troops that have drawn their fwords againft him ; 
w you have extolled the generous magnanimity of a young man. 



a 



a 



a 



* Appian. de Bell. Civ. lib. iii. 1 Cicer. Plilip. v 

% " who, 
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*' who, without waiting for your commiffion, brought a hafty power 
** to cover the city from his violence j and are you now deliberating* 
44 whether you are to foothe his fury with negotiation, or to meet it 

" with force 9 ? If you fend deputies to his camp, no matter with 
u what ineflage, you will appear to furrender ; you will appear to 

u diftruft your -own caufe ; you will damp the ardour of your own 

M troops ; and you will fhake the faith of the provinces." 

* 

Such was the purport of Cicero's fpeech refpe&ing the conduct of 
Antony, the merits of Decimus Brutus, of Lepidris, of Oclavius, of 
the legions, and of the veterans ; and of L. Egnatuleius the Tribune, 
who led the Legio Martia in the late choice of their party. In the 

clofe of the fpeech, he moved, That fuitable honours mould be de- 
creed to each ; that the Senate fhould ratify all the proceedings of 
Brutus in defending the province of Gaul ; that Lepidus fhould have 
a ftatue ereded to him ; that Octavius mould have the rank of Pro- 
prator, be confirmed in his prefent command, and be entitled to fue 

for the offices of ftate before the legal age ; that three years of the 

age appointed by law, mould be difpenfed with in behalf of Egnatu- 
leius; that the veterans, who had taken arms under Oclavius, and the 
legions, who had deferted from Antony to join the ftandard of the 
commonwealth, fhould have the gratuities that were promifed to 
them by O&avius ; and at the end of the prefent war fhould have 
grants of land, and a perpetual exemption to themfelves and their 
children from every military fervice. In his encomium on Brutus, 
he infinuated the praife that was due to him, as a partner in the con- 
fpiracy tfgainft Cs&far ; but, not to offend the partizans of Oclavius^ 
declined entering fully on that fubjecl:. He pledged himfelf for the 
future behaviour of O&avius, u This admirable young man," he 

■ 

faid, " having once tafted of true glory, having found himfelf held 



> Cicer. Philip, v. 
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" forth by the Senate, by the People, and by all orders of men as a 
" citizen dear to his country, and as the guardian of the common- 
" wealth, never can place any other fpecies of diftin&ion or honour 
" in competition with this. If JuHus Gsfar had found himfelf, at fo 
" early a period of life, in fuch an iUuftrious point of view, he .never 
" would have fought for preferment by courting the populace, nor 
" have betaken himfelf to meafures incompatible with the fafety of 
" his country. The mind of this young man is perfectly known to 

xt me. Love of the republic, refpecl to theSenate, deference to good 

" men, the defire of real glory, are his ruling palfions. I will there- 
" fore venture to pledge my honour in the moft pofitive afTurances to 
" you, to the Roman People, and to the commonwealth. I promife, 
" I undertake, I engage that C. Csefar will continue towards the re- 
" pubhc this conduct which he now holds, and that he will always 
" be what you wifh, and what you would chufe that he mould 
« be." 

-Ociavius, we may fuppofe, had in fome meafure blinded Cicero 
with his flattery j yet in this panegyric there was probably more of 
what the orator wifhed to recommend to O&avius, than of what he 
believed to be his original intention j but this defigning young man 
was not to be caught in fuch mares. He knew too well how to retort 
thefe artifices, even at an age, when others fcarcely knew that fuch 
arts are practifed ; and the experienced Cicero, with all the pene- 
tration and wit for which he was eminent, was the dupe of a youth 
who pofTefled the deepen: of all artifices, that of fufFering himfelf in 
appearance to be deceived, while in reality he employed the cunning 
of others to his own purpofe ,0 . 

L. Pifo, with a conliderable party in the Senate, inclined to mode- 
rate the refolutions that were propofed againft Antony. He con- 

,e Ciccr. Pkilip. v. 

tended 
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in- 



tended that no Roman citizen could be condemned unheard ; that c ^ p ' 

the Senate could do no more than appoint him a day of trial, and 

cite him to anfwer for himfelf. The time of the firft meeting being 

already fpeht in this debate, the Senate adjourned ; and the fub- 

ject being refumed on the following day, it is faid " that Fufius Ca- 

lenus, with a torrent of abufe and reproach, retorted on Cieera the 

inve&ive which, on the preceding day, he had pronounced againft 
Antony. He reproached him with the obfcurity of his birth, and 

accufed him of a prefumption, which was fupported only by a 
talent for declamation, often employed by him againft the beft ci- 
tizens, never in bringing real criminals of ftate to punifhment; 
" What have you done," he faid, accofting Cicero, " either at home ■ 
w or abroad, to merit the high degree of confideration to which 

" you lay claim ? In what: war have we ever prevailed under your 
aufpices ? What acceflion of territory have you ever gained to the 
Roman ftate ? Even in refpect to your boafted talent for fpeaking,.. 

you do but impofe upon the world the labours of retirement for 
the prompt efFufions of eloquence j and you publifh harangues,.. 

which you had neither the invention to conceive, nor the courage ■ 

to deliver in the face of any public aflembly, or in the midft of any • 
u real- affairs." He accufed Cicero of having forced • Catalihe into 
rebellion, and of having put to death, without any trial, Cornelius ■ 
Lentulus, and other Roman citizens of rank-; of having lighted the ■ 
fire of diflentibn among the leaders of the prefent unhappy divifions 
that continued to tear the republic, and of having blown up the 
flames which ftill continued to confumc the ftate ; of having meanly 
abandoned the caufe of Pompey upon his defeat at Pharfalia, and of 
having inftigated aflaflins to take away the life of Cxfar, even after : 
he hin*felf had implored his mercy, and accepted of his protection. . 



(C 



It 



It 
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B o^ o K He reproached him with a freih inftance of ingratitude, in this at- 
u ■y -> tempt to rum the arms of the republic again ft the late Cooful, to 

whofe clemency he himfelf was indebted for his life. Having mixe(J 
this inveciive with the defence, and eveu with the praifes of Antony, 

he concluded with calling upon the Senate to confider how abfurd it 
would be declare war upon a magiftrate, who a&ed by commiffion 
from the Roman People, at the head of an army, of which they had 

given him the command, and in the very province which they had 
committed to his government ; and this merely in fuppoit of a young 
man who had prefumed, without any public authority, to levy war 
agaiml a Roman officer cf the higheft rank, and in favour of a rebel 
who had prefumed forcibly to retain a province, which the Roman 
People had ordered him to furrender. " Such men," he faid, " were 
" indeed the enemies of the republic ; but he did not move for any 
• " formal declaration againft them. The times," he obferved, * will 

" not furTer us to do all that ought to be done." He moved only 

that meffengers fliould be inliantly difpatched to all the parties at war 

in this unfortunate conteft ; that all of them mould be required to 
lay down their arms, and to fubmit to the decifions of the Senate ; 
that if any one of them mould difobey, it would then be full time 

to declare him a public enemy, and to give to the Confuls the ufual 
and regular powers to guard the fafety of the commonwealth, and 
to reduce diforderly fubjects to their duty ,s . 

Such are the abufes of an admired an, as vile and odious in its 
falfehoods, as in the genuine effufions of truth it is noble and resect- 
able ; and this fpeech, compared with fome of the former, which 
were delivered relatiag to the fame perfons, may ferve to exhibit the 
variety of colours with which the fame fubje&s and chara&ers may 
be covered in debate, and by which public aflemblies may be per* 

i: Dio. CiiT. lib/*!*-, c iZ. lib. xh'u c . zS. 

plexed 
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plexed in their councils. The majority of the Senate were aware c 
however of AntonyY defigns, and knew the danger of fuiTering him 
to get- .a military eftabliihment, and the pofle/3ion of a formidable 
army within the Alps;, and they would probably have come to a fe- 
vere resolution, if one of the Tribunes -had* not interpofjd for that 
day, and forbid their proceeding any farther 'on the fubjeS. 

The Senate was again adjourned until the next morning, and in 
the mean time the relations and. family of Antony, his mother, his 
wife, his children, and intimate friends went into mourning, patted 
the night in vifiting the principal members, or in waiting for the 
People, as they pafled in the ftreete, to implore their protection. 

When the Senate was about to affemble, this company of fuppliants 
took their ftation on the fteps of the temple, andembraced the knees 
of the members as they pafled; 

* 

This folemn council, when met, on coming to the queftion, took, 

as is common on fuch occafions, a middle courfe between the ex- 
tremes which Were pointed out td ' theni. They fo far treated An- 
tony as a friend; as to order a deputation of their own members to 
attend him in his camp ; but the meffage which they fent by this 
deputation, founded-more like a declaration of war, than an overture 
of reconciliation or of a peace 15 . They commanded him 1 * not to 

difturb in 'his government ' Decimus ; Brutus, whom they qualified 
with the appellation of GonTut-ele&.j not to lay fiege toMutina; not 
to laywafte the province ; not to n^ake any levies of forces, or to 
prefume to continue ;in arms"againft the authority of the Senate. 
L. Pifo, Philippus;'arid Servius Sulpicius, being deputed to carry 

thefe orders, had farther*- in charge to fignify. to Decimus Brutus, and 
to the troops under his command, the intire approbation of the Se- 

♦ 

j 

» 3 Cicero ad Familiar, lib. xii. ep. 24. 

14 Decimus Brutus was already deflined to fucceed in the Consulate of the following year. 

Vol. III. nate, 
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nate, and the high efteem and honour in 15 which they were held on 
account of their conduit The Senate at the lame time entered, on 

their own records, the honorary decrees which had been pafled in 

favour of Decimus Brutus, Odavius, Egnatuleius, and the army, in 
terms that had been propofed by Cicero ; and refolved, that the gra- 
tuities already paid by Odavius to the veterans, and to the legions 
who had lately come over from Antony, Ihould be refunded from 
the treafury ; that lands fhould be allotted, and a continual exemp- 
tion be given to them from all military fervice after the prefent 
war. 

When the deputies were gone with the meflage which they had 
received from the Senate, the party of Antony at Rome endeavoured 

to alarm the People, and to load his enemies with all the confe- 

quences that were likely to follow from the late refolutions. They 

extolled the happy effects of moderation and peace, obferved that 
Antony was a perfon of a daring and impetuous fpirit, and ought not 
to have been incenfed ; that his party was ftrong j and in cafe of a 
rupture, would be joined by numbers of profligate men, for whom 
no attempt was too arduous, and againft whom the friends of the 
republic could not be too much on their guard ,6 . 

While men were amufed with fuch difcourfes at Rome, Servius 

Sulpicius, one of the three deputies on whom the Senate chiefly re- 
Eed for the efied of their commiflion, died on the journey. The 
other two were kindly received by Antony, and admitted without 

I 

any jealoufy or diltruft to vifit the approaches he had made, and the 
works he had ereded, againft the town of Mutina. 

While the fiege was continued without interruption, the commif- 

fioners were received with affeded fubmiflion to the orders of the Se- 
nate ; were told that Antony would evacuate the province, difband 



" Ciccr. Philip, rl »« I id. Philip, vii. 
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his army, and return to a private ftation ; that he would forget the 
paft, and agree to a fincere reconciliation, provided that the legions 
then under his command, that his cavalry and his guards were pro- 
perly rewardej and accommodated with grants of land, and put upon 
the fame footing in all thefe refpe&s with the troops of O&avius ; 
provided that the arrangement of the provinces, which he had made 
in conjunction with Dolabella, fhould be confirmed; that the ads 

taken from the will and memoirs of his late colleague fhould be ra- 
tified ; that no account fhould be required of the money which he 
had taken from the temple of Ops ; that the Septemviri, or commif- 
fioners of the treafury, fhould not fuffer for what they had done in 
delivering it into his hands ; that a general indemnity mould pafs in 

favour of all his adherents ; that his aft relating to judicatures mould 
not be repealed ; that upon thefe conditions he would evacuate the 
Gallia Togata l \ but retain the Comata with fix legions, to be 
completed with draughts from the troops now under Decimus Bru- 
tus ; that he fhould have this force as long as Marcus Brutus and 
and Caius Caffius fhould remain under arms ; and that, at any rate, 

he fhould retain his divifion of the province for five years. 

In this plan of accommodation, Antony endeavoured to fruftrate 
the principal articles, by means of the conditions which he took care 
to fubjoin ; and, in order intirely to defeat the purpofe of his anta- 
gonitis, he fent to Rome, in the company of the deputies of the 
Senate, his Quieftor, of the name of Cotyla, with orders to folicit 
his intereft, and to intrigue with the Senators and principal citizens 
Complaining of the afcendant his enemies had gained in the Senate, 
" With what countenance," he faid, " can they arraign the admi- 

" niflration of Cxfar, while they lubmit to that of Cicero ? If 
" they allege that Ciefar was an ufurper, what is this Cicero, who 



" Within the Alps. '* Beyond the Alps. 

0 2 



" Cicer. Philip, viii. 

" pretends 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



" pretends to dictate to the Roman Senate, and to fufpend the orders 
" of the Roman People ? Let him know that I claim the province of 

" Gaul, in conlequence of an appointment from the higheft autho- 
li ::: the Rate, and he mav be affured that I mall treat Decimus 

• # m 

" Brutus 2$ a rebel, if he perfift in withholding it from me. The 
" life of this traitor ihail atone for that noble blood which he fhed 
" in the Senate Houfe, and fhall expiate that guilt in which Cicero is 
" fait involving the Senate itfelf *V' 

Antony, in this commilTion to his Quaeftor, and in his publick de- 
clarations, joined with the infclence of the matter, affected expref- 

iio'ns of iLbmhTion to the Senate ; and made a variety of proposals, 
either to gain time, or to curry favour with the army, whofe intereft 

he pretended to have greatly at heart. The deputies who had been 
employed on this uniuccefsful bufinefs, incurred much public cen- 

fure. It was unworthy of L. Pifo and of L. Philippus, it was faid, 
to hold any intercourse with a rebel, who refufed to comply with the 
orders that were fent to him 8 \ Under this fenfe of the matter, at 
a meeting of the Senate, it was moved, that war mould be declared 
againft Antony, and that every Senator mould afliime the military 

■ 

habit. This motion was agreed to, even by Lucius Csefar, uncle to 
Antony ; a decree was framed upon it, and paiTed without oppofition, 
by which the army under his command, were required by a certain 
day to lay down their arms 

L T pon this reiolution, obtained by thofe who drove for the preser- 
vation of the commonwealth, great rejoicings were made over all 
Italy, and it did not then appear from whence any real danger could 

ariie to the authority of iaws, which were fo properly Supported. 
The Confuls, it was obferved, acted with great vigour ; the Senate, 
the middling dais, and the citizens in general, exprefled great 

" Afplsn. as Be:!. Civ. Hb. " Dio. Ca.T. lib. xlvi. c. 29, 30. Cicer. 

*■ Cicer. ad Famii. lib. aai- ep. 4. Philip, viii. 

6 zeal. 
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zeal *\ The People crowded to have their names enrolled in the c 
levies that were ordered *\ The reputation which Cicero gained in 
bringing public affairs into this fituation, fet him at the head of the 
commonwealth ; but while it placed the whole adminiftration of the 
ftate in. his hands, it made him an object of great animofity to the 
oppofite party, and of fome envy to many perfons of principal con- 
federation in his own. It was under the impreflion of thefe circum- 
ftances, he complained that Senators of the firft rank were lukewarm, 
were timid, or ill affected to the caule of the republic l5 . 

The conduct of the war was committed to the Confuls, and, jointly 
with them, to Octavius, in the capacity of Propraetor. Orders were 
likewife difpatched to Lepidus and to Plancus, to co-operate with 
thefe officers. The firft was yet on his march into Spain, through 
the province of Narbonne ; the other was pofted on the Rhone 16 . 
The treafury being fo much exhaufted by the late embezzlements, 
that there was not money fufficient for the immediate fervice, it was 
agreed that all citizens fhould pay the five and twentieth part of all 
their effects ; that the Senators fhould pay, over and above, a certain 
rate for all the houfes or tenements they either poffeffed or let to te- 
nants, and that in aid of thefe fupplies, requilitions of money and 
of arms fhould be made through all the towns of Italy. 

In the mean time, Octavius, without waiting for the authority 
with which the Senate had lately inverted him, had followed Antony 
acrofs the Apennines, and took poft with his army at the Forum 
Cornelii z \ on the road from Ariminum *' to Mutina 2p . The mef- 
iages which paffed between the Senate and Antony, as well as the 
delays which the Confuls, under the pretence of winter, made in 

a * Ciccr. ad Famil. lib. xii. ep. 4. 17 Jmola. 

l + Ibid. lib. xi. cp. 8. 11 Rimini. 

■J Ibid. " Now Modena. 

34 Dio. Cafl". lib. xlvi. c. 39. 
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book advancing with their forces, gave him lbme degree of uneafincfs. 

Panfa was employed at Rome in conducting the new levies. Hii> 
tius, though deftined to take the field, and to join Ociavius, was ftill 

jv indifpofition 39 . Antony continued the fiege of Mutina 



detained 



nterruption. 



having 



march of the Conful, was at laft; joined by him at the Forum Cor- 
nelii, and they advanced together ; forced the pofts which Antony 
had eftablifhed at Claterna and Bononia, and encamped at the latter of 
thefe places 3 \ Here they were ftill feparated by the Rhenus and 
Lavinius from the 



army of Antony. 



communication 



tina, and were precluded from any 

They endeavoured, however, to give notice of their approach to the 

befieged ; and for this purpofe, the country being flat, they hoifted 

lights on the higheft trees ; but not relying entirely on thefe fignals, 
they employed a dexterous fwimmer, who undertook to pafs into the 
town by the channel of the river, and to carry 'the intelligence of 
their arrival engraved on a plate of metal. 

Upon this information, Brutus was confirmed in his refolution of 

defending the place to the laft extremity, and prevailed on the gar- 

rifon, under the hopes of a fpeedy relief, to perfevere in the toils 
and dangers of their prefent fervice 3 \ 



The Senate, notwithstanding that they confidered the prefervation 
of the republic as the common caufe of all thofe who could hope to 
partake in its honours, and believed that the prefent Confuls, Hirtius 
and Panfa, were fincerely embarked in its caufe ; and notwithstand- 
ing the confidence they placed in Ociavius as oppofed to Antony, 

they ftill relied chiefly on thofe who had taken an active part againft 
the late ufurpation of Csefar, and looked to Brutus and Cafluis. for a 



Dio. CaT. lib. xlvi. c. 35, 36. 
Cicer. ad Familiar, lib. xii. e 
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principal iupport againft the remains of that military faction. On 
this account, they had annulled the proceedings of Antony relating 
to the diftribution of the eaftern provinces, reinftated Marcus Brutus 
in the government of Macedonia, and Caffius in that of Syria ; and, 
by thefe appointments, placed the whole refources of the common- 
wealth, from the Hadriatic to the utmoft boundary of the empire, 
under their authority ,J . 

Marcus Brutus and Caffius had left Italy in the preceding Autumn. 

Brutus had pafled through 'Lucania. Thither Porcia accompanied 
him, with the melancholy profpect of parting, perhaps for ever. 
While Ihe endeavoured to conceal her grief, me was betrayed into 
tears by the fight of a picture, which reprefented the parting of 
Hector and Andromache, One of the company, without obferving 
the diftrefs which Porcia feemed to feel, repeated from Homer the 
lines from which this picture was taken. My father, my brother^ 

and my bujband are, Hcftor, all in thee 3 \ " But I cannot reply," 
faid Brutus, " in the words of Hector, go to thy maids, and mind Ay 
" loom\ for although Porcia is deficient in ftrength of body, in her 

u mind fhe is formed to great affairs 

Brutus, having embarked at Elia, failed into Greece, where he 
was received with every mark of refpect. Here he feemed to devote 
himfelf intirely to ftudy ; but had his agents employed to provide 
what was neceflary againft the ftorm, which he had reafon to expect. 

He fent Heroftratus into Macedonia to found the difpofition of the 

troops in that province, and drew about himfelf all the young Ro- 
mans who were then at Athens, attending the different fchools 
which ftill fupported the reputation of that place, 

n Appian. de Bell. Civil. Jib. iii. 

'Hci kofynvn:. Iliad, lib. vi. v. 529. 

** For thefe particular?, Plutarch quotes young; Bibulus, the fon of Porcia by a former 

huihand, who wra« prefect. WuUuh. in Bruto. 

5 While 
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"While Brutus remained in Greece, a body of troops, under , the 

command of an officer, named Apukius 36 , with a fum of money 

amounting to fixteen thoufand talents, collected from the revenue of 
Afia, were delivered up tc him. The troops who had ferved lately 
under Vatinius in Illyricum, being then at Dyrrachium, deferted 
from their commander to join him J '. Thofe under Caius AntoniuG, 
at Appoilonia, followed this example. Part of Dolabella's forces, 

who were marching under Cinna into Aila, likewife left their party 

to join that of the republic ;s . As Brutus was confidered in Mace- 
donia and ThefTaly as reviving the party of Porapey, many who had 

ferved under that leader, and , were yet diiperfed in thofe parts, 

flocked to his ftandard, fo that the new levies he had ordered, were 
loon completed to the amount of four legions and five hundred horfe. 
A great convoy, with fpare arms, which Cxfar had provided for the 
Parthian war, and which, by the order of Antony, were then to be 
again returned into Italy, were intercepted by him at Demetrias. 
Upon the order of the Senate to put him in poiTeffion of Macedonia, 
the greater part of the province, then under the command of Hor- 
tenfius, acknowledged his authority. At his departure from Athens, 
many of the young Roman nobility made a part of his retinue, and 
among thefe, the fon of Marcus Tullius Cicero, who, though with a 

genius for letters inferior to that of his father, became neverthelefs 

diftinguhhed as a foldier in the courfe of the war 3p . 

CafTius, at the fame time, had gone with the utmoft difpatch into 
Svria, to prevent Dolabelh, who was fent by the oppofite party to take 
poiTeffion of that province. He had received fome fupplies of men 

and of money from Trebonius, then commanding at Smyrna, and 

prevailed with part of the cavalry of Dolabella, on their march 
through the province of Afia, to abandon their leader. With thefe 

M Cic. Philip. x!ii. 3> Plutarch, in Bruto. 

« Dio. Cz& lib. xkii. c. 27. is Icid. 
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forces, he advanced into Cilicia, reduced the city of Tarfus, and 
continued his march, with a refpe&able appearance, into his intended 
province. 

. At the arrival of Caflius, the forces of Syria were divided, and the 
oppofite parties had actually committed hoftilities againft each other. 

The troops which had been ftationed there by Julius Ccefar, had even, 
before his death, mutinied, and had put Sextus Julius, a young man 
Tvho commanded them, to death. They fubmitted themielves to the 
command of Csecilius Baflus, one of Pompey's officers, who, having 
efcaped from Pharfalia, then lay at Tyre, and in this change of their 
leader, declared for the party of the republic. They defeated Statius 
Murcus, whom Cscfar had ordered, with three legions, to reduce 
them, and made it neceflary to bring againft them a reinforcement 
of three legions more from Bythinia, under Marcus Crifpus. This 
officer had accordingly brought thefe forces, and' was a&ually en- 
gaged in the fiege of Apamea, to which Baflus had retired when 
Caflius arrived in Syria. 

There were now in this province, engaged on oppofite fides, no 
lefs than eight legions. Upon the arrival of Caflius, the two legions 
under Baflus declared for him y and foon after the other fix, moved 
by the authority of his com million from the Senate, or gaiueu by 
his perfonal character and addrefs, followed this example. .Four 
more legions, who, intending to join Dolabeila, were marching from 
Egypt through Paleftine* 0 , were intercepted, and forced to receive 
his orders as governor of Syria. His army, by thefe different accef- 
fions, amounted to twelve legions. 

Upon the firft fufpicion that Brutus and Caflius intended to pofleli 
themfelves of thefe important provinces, Dolabeila, to whom, by the 

influence of Antony, the command in Syria had been afligned, fet 
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BOOK cu t from Rome, and with all poffible diligence joined fome troops 

— t 1 that were placed to receive him on the fide of Macedonia, pafled the 

Hellefpont, and continued his route to the eaft. In paffing through 
the province of Afia, he had an interview at Smyrna with Trebo- 
nius, profefied a friendfliip for him, affected great refpedt for his af- 
fociates in the confpiracy again ft Csfar, and a zeal for the reft oration 
cf the commonwealth. After this conference with the governor of 
the province, he put his army in motion with the mod pacific ap- 
pearances on the route to Ephefus ; and having by thefe means put 

Trebonius off his guard, he reamed in the night, furprifed the city 

of Smyrna, feized on the peifon of the governor, and, with many 
infults, put him to the torture continuing him under it for fome 

days, in order to extort a difcovery of the treafure which he fuppofed 
to be hid in fome repofitory of the province ; but on the third day, Do- 
labella having fatiated his mind with thefe cruelties, gave orders that 
Trebonius fhould be ftrangled, his head fevered from the body, and 
expofed on the point of a lpear, while the limbs were dragged 
through the fireets. 

This murder, being committed on die perfen of a Roman officer, 
within the very province in which he was appointed to command, 

raifed a general indignation. Dolabella was declared a public enemy 
by the Senate. The conduct of the war againft him was committed 
to Caius Caffius, who was now at the head of the armies in Syria, 
and who, together with Marcus Brutus, was authorifed by formal 

decrees to retain all the forces they had affembled, and all the re- 

iburces of which they were poffefTed, and to employ them according 
to their own judgment, where the fervice of the republic feemed 
mo ft to require their exertions 4 \ 

Thus the Sames of war, which were already lighted in Italy, be- 
gan to extend, and w ere icon communicated to every part of the 

*' Dio. Caff, lib. xivii. c zq. ** Cicer. Philip, xu 
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fempire. The oppofite armies before Mutina continued during the 

• winter to obferve each other, and in their attempts to give or to 
withhold relief irom the befieged, had frequent fkirmi flies and par- 
tial engagements. The chief direction of affairs at Rome, in tlie 
mean time, had devolved on Cicero, who incited the Senate and the 
People, with all the powers of his eloquence, againft Antony. The 
foldiers in genera], with their officers, were notwithstanding inclined 
to favour this declared enemy of the commonwealth. Ventidius in 
particular, who profefled to range himfelf under Odavius, was in 
'.reality warmly attached to his rival ; and, in order to ferve him, 
.formed a defign to furprife Cicero, and the other heads of the repub- 
lican party. For this purpofe, lie aflembled a body of veterans in 

the neighbourhood of Rome, and advanced towards the city; but his 
deflgn being fufpected, and the perfons againfl whom it was directed 
having taken the alarm, and withdrawn to places of fafety, he turned 
away to the Picenura, and there waited the iffue of the cam- 
paign 41 . 

The Senate, during the dependance of. thefe operations, as in full 

poffeflion of the republic, devifed laws, to prevent for the future 
thofe abufes which had given rife to the prefent diforders. They re- 
folved, that no extraordinary commiffion of any kind fhould be given 
to any fingle perfon, or any provincial appointment prolonged be- 
yond a year 44 . While they were thus employed, feparate addreifes 
were prefented to them from Lepidus and from Plancus, warmly re- 
commending an accommodation with Antony 45 . Cicero made his 

> 

obfervations oh tliis conduct, in a letter to Plancus of the thirteenth 
of the kalends of April, or twentieth of -March ; but he delivers 
himfelf to Lepidus on the fame fubjecl with more warmth, alluding 

" Cicer. Philip, xii. Ibid, ad Familiar. •«* Dio. Call: lib. xlvi. c. 39, 
lib.x. cp. 16. * s Ciccr. Philip, xii. 
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to fome recent honours which had been received by this officer, and 

for which he neglected to make the proper acknowledgments. " I 

" am glad," he faid, u that you whh to reconcile your fellow ci- 

u tizens to each other. If you could procure them peace without 

u fiavery, you would perform a moft acceptable fervice to your 
" country, and acquire much honour to yourfelf ; but if, under the 
" title of peace, we are again to become the flaves of a profligate 
u villain, be allured that every man in his fenfes will prefer death. 
u In my opinion, therefore, it will be wife in you to defift from a 

u propofal, which neither the Senate, the People, nor any good man 

" can approve 4 V > 

Notwithftanding thefe fentiments, publicly declared by a perfoil 
then fuppofed to be at the head of the republic, numbers in the city 
and in the Senate efpoufed the caufe of Antony. Pifo, at whofe 
houfe the wife and children of this liippofed public enemy were en- 
tertained, openly correfponded with him. The Conful Panfa pro- 
pofed a frefh deputation to him with overtures of peace, and his 
party in the Senate infidioufly offered to devolve the honour of this 
deputation upon Cicero himfelf, who rejected the offer, with proper 
animadverfion on the danger to which his life muft be expofed in 

the camp of his enemy, and difcufled with his ufual eloquence the 
weaknefs of the council itfelf, as well as the great impropriety 
of his being employed in it. 

While this meafure was in agitation, Hirtius and Oftavius appear 

to have fent a joint meflage to Antony, informing him of what had 

been propofed in the Senate, and defiring a ceffation of arms, with 
liberty to convey fome fupply to the garrifon of Mutina, until the 
event of the Senate's deliberations mould be known. Antony replied 
in terms calculated to infmuate himfelf into the favour of the late 
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Csefar's party, and to gain the affe&ion of the army ; but full of re- 
proach arid contumely againft thofe who pretended to efpoufe the 
caufe of, the commonwealth, and againft the authors of the prefent 
councils at Rome. Thefe had recently procured a decree of the Se- 
nate, full of indignation againft the murderers of Trebonius, and 
had furnifhed Marcus Brutus and Caius Caflius with a commiifion 
and. warrant to execute public juftice againft Dolabella on. this, ao 
count. In reference to thefe circumftances, " I know not (faid An- 
" tony, in his anfwer to Hirtius and Oclavius) whether I fhould 

" receive more fatisfaction from the death of that villain Trebonius, 
a than I feel indignation at the unjuft fentence paffed againft Dokr 
" bella. That the Roman Senate mould value the life of that vile 
" fellow Trebonius, more than they did that of Csefar himfelf, the 
w father of his country, is furely provoking enough ; but what muft 

" I feel, when I fee you Hirtius, whom Csefar has raifed and adorned . 

u fo much, that I am perfuaded you fcarcely know yourfelf ; and 
u when I fee you, young man, who have no pretence to confidera- 
" tion befides the name of Cxfar, which you have boldly aflumed, 
" contributing all in your power to blaft the memory of Cxfar ? and . 

" when I fee you both endeavouring to opprefs his friends, commit- 
" ting yourfelves, with all the powers of the commonwealth, into 
" the hands of Marcus Brutus and of Caius Camus, who were his 
w murderers ; and when I fee you joined againft me to refcue from 
" juftice this aflaffin, . Decimus Brutus, who had fo aggravated a 
a part in the fame crime ? But, the camp and the head quarters of 
" Pdmpey it feems are to be. formed anew, and to bear the name 
" and the authority of a Roman Senate, and the exile Cicero is to 

" be fet up at the head of this reviving party. . 

w You are employed in avenging the death of Trebonius, I am 
" employed in avenging that of Ccefar; we, who were once the 

" friends of Csefar, are like a troop of gladiators to part, and from 

" oppofite 
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" oppofite fides to fight and to cut one another's throats under the 
" direction of Cicero, who is become mafter of the (hew ! But for 
" me, I have taken my refolution, and will neither fuffer the veterans 
" to be ftript of their juft rewards, nor the wrongs, which are iri- 
" tended to myfelf and to my friends, to be carried into execution. 
" If in this I am fupported,- and fucceed, life will be fweet ; if I 
;i fall, the thought of what you are to fuffer, from the very party 
" you are now endeavouring to raife up againft me, will even then 
"be fome confolaticn. If the faction of Pompey be lb infolent in its 

" ruin, I choofe that you, rather than I, mould experience. the effect 

" cf its recovery, and of its return to power." 

Antony, in ail his difcourfes, affected to be in good underftand- 
ing wi:h Lepidus and with Flancus, who, he infinuated, were in 
concert wiih himfelf, and embarked in the lame cauie 47 . But what- 
ever fecret correfpondence thefe officers may have held together, they 
and PoIIio likewiie profeffed the higheft duty to the Senate, and af- 
fection to the commonwealth. Plancus having, for fome time after 
the commencement of the war, declined any open declaration, now 

informed the Senate in a public addrefs, That he had hitherto been 
taking meafures to render the declaration he mould make of real 

moment to the republic ; that he had remained filent fo long, not 

from any hesitation in the choice of his party, but from a defire 
more effectually to ferve that party which he had long fince em- 
braced ; that before he declared himfelf, he had fecured the co-ope- 
ratic n cf his officers, the affections of his army, and of the whole 
province in which he wxs Rationed ; that he was now at the head of 
rive complete legions well affected to the republic, and, in confe- 
rence of his liberalities, attached to himfelf ; that the whole pro- 
:e was unanimous in the fame caufe; that the People, with a zeal 
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which a concern for their own freedom or fafety could not furpais, 

had taken arms in fupport of the Roman republic ; that he was ready- 
to obey the orders of the Senate, cither to retain his command, or to 

refign it to any perfon they mould appoint to receive it from him ; 
that hcwould remain in his pod, or advance upon the enemy ; and 
by the laft of thefe meafures, if it mould be thought expedient, draw 
upon himfelf the whole weight of the war ; that provided he could, 
by any means, re-eftablifli the commonwealth, or defer its ruin, the 
manner of doing it was indifferent to him. Others, he faid, 
had declared themfelves for the Senate, while that body, being 

greatly alarmed, was laviih of its commendations and of its re- 
wards; but that if he had miffed the time in which his fervices 
were likely to have been moft highly valued, he had chofen the 
occafion which promifed from them the greater!: benefit to the 
commonwealth, a confideration which mould be to him a fufficient 
reward for the higheft fervice he could perform 48 . 

Pollio, at the fame time, wrote to Cicero, expreffing a violent de- 

teftation of Antony's party, and of the defigns of their leader. To 

be connected with fuch a perfon in any caufe, he faid, would be 

grievous ; even to have acted under Csefar, being contrary to his 

difpofition and to his principles, was, notwithstanding the circum- 

itances which obliged him to it, now become fufficient matter of re- 
gret. The experience of his condition under that ufurper had 

made him more fenfible of the value of freedom, and of the mifery 
of dependence and fervitude. " If any one for the future," he con- 
tinued, 11 mall pretend to ufurp fuch powers, lie ihall find in me an 
" open and declared enemy. There, is no danger to which I will- 

■ 

u not expofe myfelf in the caufe of freedom 49 ." 
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While the party of the Senate appeared to gain fuch acceffions of 
-flrength by the declaration of fo many military officers in the dif- 
ferent provinces, Decimus Brutus was reduced to great flraits at 
Mutina ; and waited, under many circumflances of diftrefe, for the 
opening of a campaign, in which he expected that his own fate, and 

-that of the republic, might foon be determined. On the approach of 

the proper feafon, the Conful Panfa, with the levies he had made, 

amounting to four legions, marched towards Gaul, and being ar- 
rived at Bononia on the fourteenth of April, was next day to have 

* 

joined his colleague, who had taken poft with Octavius to obferve, 

and to impede the progrefs of the fiege. To facilitate their jun&ion, 
Hirtius had detached the legion which was called the Martia, with 
two Praetorian bands, to occupy the panes, and to ftrcngthen the van 
of PanU's armv, in cafe thcv mould be difturbed on their march. 
Antony, at the lame time, having intelligence of their route, marched 

In the night with two chofen legions, the fecond and third, two 
Pnctorian cohorts, being veteran and experienced troops, with a nu- 
merous body of irregulars and horfe. He took poft at a village, 
which was called the Forum Gallorum, and pofting the horfe and 
irregular- in open view in the field, at fome diftance from the village, 
he placed the legions and irregular infantry in arabufcade under the 
cover of the houfes. 

When Panfa' s army, led by the detachment which Hirtius had 
fent to receive them, came in fight of Antony's horfe and irregulars, 

they could not be refrrained until the pofture and ftrength of the 

-enemy were examined. They broke from their ranks, and, without 
waiting till the village mould be vifited, they rufhed through a defile 
in a wood or morafs to intercept the enemy, who, appearing to con fill 
of horfe and light infantry alone, could, as they apprehended, have 
no hopes of fafety but by endeavouring to efcape, which it was ne- 
ceffary by an immediate attack to prevent. As the foremofl. of Panfa's 

i army 
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army were paffmg in the moft dlforderly manner from this defile, 

9 

in purfuit of their fuppofed prey, Antony, with the legions, placed 
himfelf in their way, and forced him to fly with great daughter, Panfa 
himfelf was dangeroufly wounded, and his army obliged to take refuge 
in the camp from which they had marched in the morning. Here too 
Antony attempted to force them, but was repulfed ; and fearing that 
his own retreat might be cut off, took his refolution to retire, and 
endeavoured, without lofs of time, to rejoin the main body of his 
army which lay before Mutina, 

Antony was foon juftified in his apprehenfions of the danger to 
which the further purfuit of his victory over Panfa might have ex- 
pofed him ; for ffirtius, having intelligence of the movement he had 
made in the night, though too late to prevent its effects, had left his 
camp with twenty cohorts of veterans, arrived at the Forum Gaflo- 

rum, and was in poffeffion of the very ground on which Panfa had 
been defeated, when Antony, returning from the purfuit of his 
victory, fell, in his turn, into the fame fnare which he himfelf, a 
few hours before, had fo fuccefsfully laid for his enemy, was ac- 
cordingly furprifed and defeated with great flaughter, and with the 

lofs of the eagles or ftandards of both the legions, and of fixty enfigns 
of the cohorts. After this difafter he himfelf, having fled with the 
cavalry, arrived about ten at night in his camp before Mutina s *, 

■ 

from thence fent detachments abroad to colled the remains of his 
fcattered party, or to facilitate their retreat 5I - 

Panfa having been carried to Bononia on account of the. wounds 
he had received, Hirtius took the command of his divifion of the 
army, and effected its junction with his own, and with that of 
Octavius. 

# 

s ° Cicer. ad'F'amiliar. lib. x. ep. 30. 51 Applan, de Sell. Civ, fib. in. 

vot.ni' s i« 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



In thisftate of affairs, Antony being con fid erably weakened by his lofs 
in the late action, and the enemy greatly reinforced by their junction, 
he determined to keep within his lines, to continue the blockade of 

Mutina, and to await the effect of the diftrefs into which he had 
already reduced the befiegecL The danger to which Decimus 
Brutus, with the garrifon, were expofed, at the fame time haftened 

the endeavours of Hirtius and O&avius to force the befiegers to 
battle- For this purpofe, or in order to relieve the town, they made 
a feint to throw in fuccours on a fide which the befiegers had deemed 
macceffible, and which, on this account, they had but (lightly guarded^ 

Antony, alarmed by this attempt to render abortive all the labours- 
he had finlained in the preceding blockade, drew forth his army 
to oppofe them, and by this movement expofed himfelf to the ha- 
zard of a general engagement. While he was making his difpofition to 

receive the enemy in the field, his lines were attacked by a fally from 
the town, and it became neceflary to divide his forces. He himfelf, 
with that part of his army which remained with him to make head 

againft Hirtius and O&avius,. was defeated,, fled to his camp, and,, 
being purfued thither, continued to give way, until the action ended 
by the death of the Conful Hirtius, who, after he had forced the- 
intrenchments of the enemy, was killed, and fell near to the Prato- 

rlum or head-quarters of their general. 

Upon this event, Octavius, not having the qualities of a foldier 
which were neceflary to replace the Conful, fuffered the victorious 
army, thus checked by the lofs of their commander, to be driven- 
back from the ground they had. gained, and left Antony again in^ 
poflefEon of his works. 

The vanquifhed party, however, feeling- all the effeds of a de- 
feat, and not being in condition to continue the fiege, refolved to 
decamp in the night ; and they executed this refolution unobferved : 

and unmolefted by their enemies, either from the town of Mutina 

8 or 
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of the camp. Oftavius had a courage and ability more fit for the C H A p. 

council than for the field ; and Decimus Brutus, though at break of i ^-y - .j 
day he obferved that the lines of the befiegers feemed to be evacuated, 
yet, as he had no intelligence from the camp, remained all that day in 
fufpence. Even after he had received information of what had pafied, 
of the various events of the action, and of the Conful's death, and found, 
that he was from thenceforward to depend on Odtavius for fupport and 
co-operation in the war, being greatly alarmed by the neglect which 
■ this young man had mown in not joining him the moment the 
communication between them was open ; and not being in condi- 
tion to a& alone, having neither cavalry nor baggage-hories, and the 
troops being greatly reduced by the hardlhips they had fuffered, he was 
obliged to remain inactive while the enemy continued their retreat 
undifturbed f \ 

On the fecond day aftor the battle, Decimus Brutus, being fent 
for by Panfa to Bononia to concert the future operations of the war, 
he learned, on his way, that this Conful was dead of his wounds. 

By thefe delays Antony had got two days march a-head, and, 
without halting, reached the fens of Sabatta on the coaft of Liguria. 
Here the country being of difficult accefs he thought himfelf fecure, 
and made a halt, to confider of his future operations. At the fame 

time Ventidius, who, upon the news of the defeat of his friend at 

Mutina, had paffed the Apennines by hafty marches, followed and 
joined him at this place ". 

In the firft accounts of Antony's defeat that were carried to Rome, 

it was reported, that his army had been intirely routed ; that he 

himfelf had efcaped from the field of battle with only a few broken 
remains of his infantry unarmed j and that to recruit his numbers, 
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8 ty> £ he tad "broken open the work-houfes, and fet loofe and enlifted the 

Haves 5 *. 

Upon thefe representations die Senate were greatly elated; and, 
araidft the acclamations of the People, ordered a feaft of thankfgiving, 
which was to laft for fixty day?, and renewed the proclamation in 



which Antony, and all who had ferved under his command, were 

declared to have forfeited all the rights of citizens, and to be enemies 
of their country 5S . 
The commonwealth being deprived of its legal head by the death 



of both the Confuls, Decimus Brutus, as next in fucceffion, accord- 
ing to the arrangement which had been made for the enfuing year, 
became the principal object of confideration with the Senate ; and 
being fuppofed moft deeply interefted in the prefervation of the re- 
public, was the perfon on whom they chiefly relied for the fupport of 
their caufe. The Senators, accordingly, feemed to drop at once the 
high regard which they had hitherto paid to O&avius, and over- 

Jooking his pretenfions and his influence over the army, gave to Brutus 
the command of all their forces, whether in Italy or in Gaul. 



Thus ended the connection of the young Casfar with the friends 
of the republic, an alliance which had, on both fides, probably been 
equally infincere. The young man, pretending to have his eyes 
opened by this conduct of the Senate, and fuppofing that the party of 

Antony was lefs hoftile to himfelf, than that which had now gained 
the afcendant in the commonwealth, he flighted the inftru&ions which 



were fent to him to take his orders from Brutus, retained the com- 
mand not only of the troops which had followed his own ftandard, 
but the command likewife of a legion which had been raifed for the 
republic by Panfa 5 \ He refufed to co-operate with Decimus Brutus 
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in purfuing the late victory againft Antony, and had influence enough 

with different bodies of the army, particularly with the fourth legion 
and the Martia, to hinder their obeying the orders they had received 
from Rome " 

In this manner, as. the refpecT: which was paid to O&avius by the 
Senate vanifhed with the occ? r ion which they had for his fervices; fo 
all the profeffions he made of concern for the republic, and of zeal 
for its reftor^tion, difappeared, with the intereft which led him to 
make thofe profefhons. And Decimus Brutus, the perfon now ac- 
knowledged by the Senate as Conful Elect, and head ot the republic, 

for whofe relief O&avius affe&ed to have afiembled his forces, was 

left by him to finifh the remains of the war againft Antony, at the 
head of fuch troops as had. any degree of attachment to the caufe of 
the republic .. 

Decimus Brutus, when the war broke out,, had a military cheft 
of forty thoufand . Seftertia, about three hundred and twenty thou- 
fand pounds ; but the whole was now expended, and his own credit 
like wife exhaufted. He was, from this time forward, ill fupported 
at Rome, all motions made in his favour being oppofed by the party 
of Octavius, as well as by that of Antony* The troops that adhered 
to him amounted to feven legions ; thefe he fubfifted by fuch re- 
fources as he himfelf could command. He advanced to Dortona on 
the fourth of May"; and from thence continuing his march till 

within thirty miles of the enemy, he received intelligence, that An-r 
tony* in a fpeech to his army, had declared his intention to pafs the 

Alps, and to call himfelf intirely on the friendfliip of Lepidus,. in 
whofe difpofition he profeffed to have great confidence ; that this 
propofal being difagreeable to the army, they had declared their refolu- 
tion to remain in Italy, and exclaimed,, That there they would conquer, 
or periih ; that Antony had been difconcerted by this declaration,, 

ST Cice*. ad Familiar, lib. xi. ep. 10. 19,. a8_ Ibid. ep. io< 
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and had continued a whole day undetermined as to his future ope- 
rations ; but in order to conform himfelf to the inclination of the army, 
and, if poflible, to keep his footing in Italy, he was about to furprifc 
Pellentia, a fortified place on the Tenarus, and had detached Tre- 
beJlius with a body of cavalry for this purpofe. 

% 

Decimus Brutus, upon this intelligence, fent forward three cohorts 
to prevent the defign on Pollentia ; and thefe having effected their 

# 

march in time to fecure the place, the enemy, by this difappoim> 

ment, notwithftanding their late refolution to remain in Italy, were 
under a necefiity of palling the Alps 59 . They undertook this difficult 
march fo ill provided with every neceflary, that, according to Plu- 
tarch, they had no fubfiftence but what was found on the route, con- 
filling chiefly of wild herbs, fruits, and animals not commonly ufed 
for human food ; but Antony himfelf difcovered a patience and a 
force of mind which no man, judging by his ufual way of life, could 
have expected from him ; and, by his own example, fupported the 
fpirits of his men through the greateft diftrefles 6 \ 

Lepidus, in confequence of the Senate's inftruttions, or of his own 
defire to be at hand to take fuch meafures as the ftate of the war in 
Italy might require, had difcontinued the march of his army into 
Spain, and remming through the province of Narbonne, had pafTed 
the Rhone at its confluence with the Soanc j and now, hearing of 

Antony's march, defcended on the left of thefe rivers, and took a 
iituarion to intercept him, not far from the coaft at the Forum Vb- 
contium, on a fmall river called the Argenteum, which empties itfelf 
into the fea at Forum Julii *\ 

In the mean time, Antony had paffed the Alps, and on the fif- 
teenth of May arrived with the firft divifion of his army at Forum 
Julii, four-and-twenty miles from the ftation of Lepidus. Ventl- 

» Ciccr. ad Famil. lib. xi. ep. 13. «• Plot, in Antonio. Frejtw. 
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dius having followed about two days march in the rear of Antony, 

9 

and having again joined him at this place, their forces confuted 61 of 
the fecond legion intire, with a confiderable number of men, but 
without arms ; the broken remains of many legions, together with a 
body of cavalry, of which, this part of the army having fuffered leaft 
in the late action, Antony had ftill a confiderable force. But in this 
pofition many deferted from him, and his numbers were daily di- 
minifliing ; Silanus and Culeo, two officers of rank, were among the 
deferters. 

Such was the pofture of affairs, on the twenty-firft of May, when 
Lepidus gave to Cicero the ftrongeft aflbrances 63 of zeal for the 
commonwealth. Plancus, at the fame time, had taken poft on the 
Ifere% had thrown a bridge over that river, and waited for the arrival 
of Decimus Brutus, whom he expected to join him by the mod ordi- 
nary patfage of the Alps * 5 : but while he lay in this pofition he re- 
ceived a meffage from Lepidus, informing him of Antony's approach, 
and expreffing great diftf lift of many in his own army, whom he fuf- 
pected of a difpofition to join the enemy.. Upon thefe reprcfent- 
ations, Plancus marched on the twentieth of May, as appears from 
his difpatches to Rome of this date,, expected to join Lepidus in 
eight days, and hoped, by hie prefence, to fecure the fidelity 
of the army* which began to be queftioned. He wrote, with, 
great confidence, of the zeal and affection of his own troops, 
and was pleafed to fay, that he himfelf, unfupported by any 
other force, lhould be able to overwhelm, as he expreffes himfelf, 
the broken forces of Antony, though joined by the followers of that 
muleteer Venitidius w . 
In the mean time, the armies of Antony and Lepidus remaining in 

t 

fight of each other, frequent meffages paffed between the leaders j and 

** Cicer. ad Familiar, lib. x. ep. 17. * 5 Probably by mount Cenis, or the chan- 

** Ibid. Dels of the Dorea Baltea and the Ifere. 
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as no hoftilities were "Committed, the foldiers converted freely toge- 
ther, though without any apparent effecl 67 . Lepidus ftill profeffed 
to govern himfelf by die orders of the Senate, and to employ his 
army in fupport of the commonwealth. But while he preferred 
ihefe appearances, he fent an order to countermand the jundtion of 
Plancus; and having convened his own army, as ufual, around the plat- 
form from which it was the cuftom to harangue the troops, he 
addrefled them in a ipeech, in which he repeated his profeffions of 

duty to the republic, and urged a vigorous exertion in the war. It 
had not yet appeared to what point thefe profeflions were tending, 
when he was anfwered with exclamations, which he probably ex- 
pected, from fome leading perfons among the foldiers, in which they 
declared the wHhes of the army for peace. Two Roman Confuk, they 
faid, had been already killed in this unnatural quarrel. The beft blood 
of the republic had been fpilt, and the moft refpectable citizens 

declared enemies of their country ; that it was time to fheathe the 

fword ; a forour parts," they faid, " we are determined that our arms, 
" from henceforward, fhall not be employed on either fide 69 From 

this audience the army of Lepidus proceeded to invite Antony into 
their camp, and prefenting him to their general as a friend, termi- 
nated the war between them by a coalition, in appearance forced 
upon Lepidus, but probably previoufly concerted with himfelf. 
' Antony was now joined with Lepidus in the command of the 
army which had come to oppofe him, and by his popularity, or fu- 
perior ability, foon got the afcendant of his colleague. He found 

himfelf again at the head of a great force, compofed of the remains of 
his late defeat, three legions that had joined him under Ventidius, 
and fey en of which the army of Lepidus confuted 79 . 

Plancus, being ftill upon his march, perfifted in his intention to 
join Lepidus, notwithftanding he had received an order or inftruc- 

" Appian. de Bell. Civ. Tib. iii. * Cicer. ad Familiar, lib. x. ep. tu 

< s The Sasgeftam, mo* commonly raifed 73 Appian. de Bell. Civ. lib. iii. 
fif tcrf. 
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tion;Trom himfelf to the -contrary; but having, at .1 aft, received po- c 
.Jitive information of his defection, and confidering the danger to 
which he himfelf muft be expofed with an^ inferior force againft two 
arnlies -united, he returned to his poft on the Here, and fent pre/Ting 
inftances to haften the march - of Decimus Brutus, and of .other fuc- 
cours from -Italy 71 . 

Lepidus, even after the reception of Antony into hrs camp, ad- 
dreffed the Senate in a folemn declaration, ftill afferting his affec- 
tion to the commonwealth, and reprefenting the late change of 
his raeafures as the effect of neceflity impofed upon him by the 
troops, who, in a mutinous manner, refufed to make war on their 
fellow-citizens. While he made thefe profefhons, he recommended 
to the Senate the example of the army, exhorted them to drop all 
private animofities, to make the public good the rule of their conduct, 
and not to treat as a crime, the humane and merciful difpofition 
which fellow-citizens had exercifed towards each other 7 \ 

At the fame time difpatches arrived from Plancus and Decimus Brutus, 
both treating the pretended mutiny of the army in Gaul as a mere 
artifice -of their general to conceal 'his own defection The city 
was greatly alarmed, even the populace, affecting a zeal for the autho- 
rity of the Senate, demolifhed the ftatues which had been lately 
erected to Lepidus. The Senators, incenfed not only at his treachery, 
but at the falfe profeflions with which he prefumed to addrefs 
them on. the fubject, proceeded to declare him a public enemy, 
and refolved, that all his adherents, who did not return to their duty 
before the firft of September, fhould be involved in the fame fen> 
tence. Private inftructions were fent, at the fame' time, to Marcus. 
Brutus, and to Caius Caflius, urging them to haften the march of 

t 

their forces for the defence of the capital 7 *. 



71 Cic. ad Famil. lib. x. cp. 21 
71 Ibid. lib. x. ep. 35. 
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During thefe tranfadioiis, Odavius remained inactive on the- fron- 
tiers of Italy. The demife of the two Confuls opened a new fcene to 

his ambition. This event came fo opportunely for his purpofe, and 
his own charader for intrigue was fo much eftablifhed, that he was 

fuipeded of having had an adive part in procuring the death of thofe 
officers. It was laid, that he employed fome emiflaries to difpatch 
Hirtius in the heat of battle 5 and that Panfa's wound, not being 

mortal, he fuborned the perfon who drefled it, to render it fo by an 
injedion of poifon. A furgeon, named Glyco, was adually taken 
into cuftody on this account ; the fufpicion remained againft Oda- 
vius till the laft moment of his life, and even made a part in the 
grievous reproaches with which his memory continued to be loaded 

after his death 75 . It was rejeded, however, at the time, even by 
Marcus Brutus, who warmly interceded with Cicero in behalf of 
Glyco, as a perfon who was himfelf a great fufferer by Panfa's death, 
and who bore fuch a reputation for probity as ought to have fecured 
him againft this imputation 7fl . The teftimony of Marcus Brutus, 
when given in favour of Odavius, mull, no doubt, be admitted as of 
the greateft authority, and may be allowed, in a great meafure, to 
remove the whole fufpicion* 

■ 

Odavius himfelf gave out, that Panfa, when dying of his wounds, 
defired to fee him in private, gave him a view of the ftate of parties, 
and advifed him no longer to remain the tool of thofe who meant 
only to demolilh the party of Cselar^ in order that they them- 
fclves might rife on its ruins. But from the detail of what pafled in 
the interval between the battle of Mutina and the death of Panfa, of 
which Decimus Brutus fent an aecount to Cicero, it does not appear 
that Odavius could have feen Panfa. And it is probable,, that this 
pretended advice of the dying Conful was fabricated afterwards, to 

« Tacit. Annal. lib. i. c. 10. ?• Ciccr. ad Brutwn, cp. 6. edit. Olivet, torn. 9. 
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juftify the part which Octavius took againft the Senate TT . The fup- 
pofed admonition of Panfa, at any rate, was probably not necefTary 
to difluade Octavius from continuing to fupport the republic longer 
than his own intereft required. This was the great rule of his 
conduct, and if, until that hour, he continued to believe, that the 
Senate intended to raife him on the ruin of Antony's party, in order that 
he might become their own matter and fovereign of the commonwealth, 
he fancied furely what was not probable, and what they never pro- 
feffed to be their intention. The reftoration of the republican go- 
vernment, and of the Senate's authority, implied, that individuals 
were to be fatisfied with receiving the honours of the republic in their 
turn 5 and with this profpect, Octavius himfelf affected to be fatif- 
fied, fo long as it fuited with the ftate of his fortunes, to aft the part 
of a republican. 

The commonwealth undoubtedly fuftained a great lofs in the death 
of the two Confuls. Though trained up under Csefar, and not pof- 
feffed of any remarkable ftiare of political virtue, they were men 
probably of moderate ambition, tenacious of the dignities to which 
they themfelves and every free citizen might afpire, but not covet- 
ous of more. They were likely, therefore, to acquiefce in the civil 
eftablifliment of their country, and by the dignity of their characters, 
to overawe the more defperate adventurers, whofe views and fuc- 

cefies were inconfiftent with the fafety of the commonwealth. 

If the Confuls, Hirtius and Panfa, had lived even with fuch abilities 

as they poffeffed, they might have kept Lepidus within the bounds 

of his duty, they might have prevented Antony from recovering the 

defeat which he had lately received at Mutina, and obliged Octavius, 

if not to drop his ambitious defigns, at leaft to defer the execution 
of them to a more diftant period. But, immediately after the death 
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of thefe magiftrates, it became evident, that this young man was di£- 
fatisfied with his fituation and with his party, he not only kept at a dif- 



tan 



The 



his hands he treated as friends, and by fuffering them, without any 
exchange or ranfom, to join their own army, gave hopes that he 
was ready to treat on reafonable terms of a reconciliation with their 
general: He, at the fame time, took fteps with the Senate that 
feemed to prognofticate a rupture, made application for a triumph, 
in which neither his age, his rank, nor his mare in the late action, 
or in the victory obtained over Antony, in any degree fupported 
him ; and having failed in this attempt, he declared his intention to 
fue for the office of ConfuL 

Octavius, when he offered himfelf as a candidate for the Confu- 
late, according to Dion Caffius, affected to infift that Cicero 78 mould 
be affociated with him in the office '% and mould take the whole 
adminiftration on himfelf. For his own part, he faid, that, in this 
affociation, he alpired only to the title of Magiftrate ; that all the world 
muft know, the whole authority of government, and all the glory 

to be reaped in the public fervice would redound to his colleague ; 
that, in. this requeft, and in that he had made for a triumph, he had 
no object but to gain a fituation in which he might lay down his arms 
with honour, as having fuch a public atteftation in behalf of his fer- 

• to 

vices . 

Cicero, according to the teftimony of the fame hiftorian, fell into 
the fnare that was laid for him by this artful boy, -fupported his pre- 
tenfions, and was willing to become the colleague and the tutor of 

this reviving Ca?far. 



" B Dio. Cdf. lib. x'lxl. c. 42. 
78 Appian. ce Brll. Civ. lib. ilL 
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'Octavius afterwards boafled of the artifice he had employed in 

m 

this piece of flattery to Cicero, as the only means he-had left, at that 
time, to fecure the continuance of his military command 8 \ But the 
Senators, and the partizans of the confpirators, in particular, were 
greatly v exafperated. The propofition appeared fo fl range, that no 
Tribune, no perfon in any office, not even any private citizen, could 
be found to move it 8 \ The animofity of Cicero to Antony had 
already, they thought, carried him too far in fupporting the preten- 
fions of this afpiring young man. If he mould prevail on the pre- 
fent occafion, all that the Senate had hitherto done to reftore the con- 
ftitution would be fruitlefs- A perfon, who prefumed to claim the 

office of Conful at an age fo improper, and fo far fliort of that which 
the law prefcribed, was likely, when poffelFed of this power, to fet 

no bounds to his ufurpations. In order, therefore, to elude his 
requifition, they were obliged to defer the elections, and, in the mean 
time, appointed ten commiffioners under pretence of inquiring into 
the abufes committed in Antony's adminiftration, and of diftributlng 
to the army the gratuities, and of executing the fettlements devifed 
for their late fervices, but probably with a real intention to veft thefe 
commiffioners with the chief direction of affairs, until it could be 
determined who ihould fucceed in the office of Conful, and who 
mould be intrufted with the fafety of the republic. The partizans of 
the commonwealth were now, in appearance, fuperior to their ene- 
mies, but far from being fecure in pofTeflzon of the fuperiority they 
had gained 8 \ 

The Senate, in order to exclude Octavius from this commiilion, 
without giving him any particular reafon to complain of their par- 
tiality, at the fame time Jeft out Decimus Brutus ; and by this equal 
exclufion of perfons at the head of armies from the management of 

* 

11 Plut. in Cicer. ,x Cicer. ad Brut urn, ep. 10, 13 Appian. de Bell. Civ. lib. iii. 
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affairs, in which the armies were fo much concerned, they enabled 
Ochvius to fill the minds of the foldiers with diftruft of the civil 
.power, and to ftate the interefts of the civil and military factions as 
in opposition to each other He no longer, therefore, difguifed 
his arerfion to the Senate ; complained, that they treated him dif- 

refpedfully, called him a boy, who mull be amufed 81 , decked out with 
honours, and afterwards deftroyed S5 . " I am excluded," he faid, 
" from the prefent commiffion, not from any diftruft in me, but 
" from the fame motive from which Decimus Brutus is alfo excluded, 
" _a general diftruft of every perfon who is likely to efpoufe the in- 
" terefts of the army ; and, from thefe exclufions> it is evident what 
" thev intend with refpeet to the claims of the veterans, and with 
" refpeet to their expectations of a juft reward for their fervices 

Upon the junction of Antony with Lepidus, the Senate felt the ne- 
fceffity of paying a little more attention than they had lately done to the 

.interefts of Octavius. Inftead of appointing him to ad under Decimus 
.Brutus, as they at firft intended, they joined him in the command 
■of the army ; and, in this new fituation, required him to co-operate 

in defending Italy againft the united forces of Antony and Lepidus. 

Octavius inftantly communicated to the army thefe orders of the 
Senate, with infinuations of the hardlhips which they were now to 

undergo on being fent on a frefh fervice, before they had received the 
rewards which were promifed and due to them for the former j and 

/ 

he propofed, that they ftiould lend deputies to the Senate with pro- 
per reprefentations on this fubject. 

A number of Centurions were accordingly {elected to carry the 
mandate of the army to Rome. As they delivered their menage in 

■* Cicer. ad Familiar, lib. xl. ep. 20. This faying was imputed to Cicero, but 15 

■* Ibid. ep. 21. peremptorily denied. 
" Laoda dum adolsfcentero, ornandora, * 7 Sueton. in Oftavio, c. 12. 
icll+ndam. — This latf word is ambiguous. 
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name of the legions, without any mention of Octavius, this was c 5 { A p - 

thought a favourable opportunity to negociate directly with the 
troops, without confulting their leader ; and the Senate accordingly 
fent a commiflion for this purpofe, with hopes that they might be 
able to detach the whole army from their general, or that at leaft 
they might be able to engage, in their own caufe, thofe legions in 
particular, who had deferted from Antony, with profefhons of zeal 
for the commonwealth. 

O&avius, to counteract this defign before the commiflioners env- 
ployed in the execution of it arrived, drew forth his army, and in a 
fpeech complained of this and of the former injuries he had received 
from the Senate : " Their intention," he faid, " is to cut off fepa- 
c< rately all the leaders of Caefar's party. When they have accom- 
" plifhed this purpofe, the army too muft fall at their feet 8B . They 
" will recall the grants of land which have been made to you, and 
" will deprive you of the juft reward of all your faithful fervices* 

" They charge me with ambition ; but what evidence is there of my 

" ambition ? Have I not declined the dignity of Prator, when you 

11 offered to procure it for me ? — My motive is not ambition, but the 
" love of my country ; and for this I am willing to run any ha- 

u zard to which I myfelf may be expofed ; but cannot endure, upon 

■ 

l< any account, that you mould be ftript of what you have fo dearly 
w bought by your fervices in the public caufe. It is now become 

w evident, that, in order to prevent the moft dangerous powers 
** from coming into the hands of your enemies, and in order - to 

* 

" enfure the rewards to which you are fo juftly intitled, it is ne- 
" ceffary that your friends mould be raifed to the head' of the com- 

" monwealth. In the capacity of Conful I ftiall be able to do juftice 
" to your merits ; to punifh the murderers of "my father, to be re- 
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" vended of your enemies, and at laft to bring thefe uriliappy.do- 
" meftic diflentions to an end ft, . n 

This harangue was returned with acclamations of joy, and a fecond 
deputation, to be efcorted by four hundred men, was inftantly ap- 
pointed from the army, demanding the Confulate for their general 
The officers employed in this fen-ice were repeatedly admitted to 
audiences in the Senate 9 \ In anfwer to the objections which were 
drawn from the defects of their general's age and title, they urged 
former precedents ; that of Scipio, of Dolabella, and the fpecial 

acb r eh ting to Octavius himfelf, in wlxofe favour ten years of 
the !e~l ac;e were alreadr difpenfed with. One of the officers in 
this lingular deputation, while the Senate propofed a delay in order 
to deliberate on the matter, is faid to have fhown the hilt of his 
dagger ; and fome one of the party who efcorted the deputies, in 
reluming his arms at the door of the Senate-houfe, was heard to fay, 
in girding the belt of his fword, If you will not confer the Confulate en 
Ociavius, this JhaJL To thefe menacing infmuations, Cicero, who 
had jokes imputed to him, on occafions that were equally ferious 
to himfelf and to the republic, is faid to have replied, Na)\ if yon pray 
: > tl\:t hrgucge, yzi: mil furely he heard. 

While the Senate delayed giving any direct anfwer to this military 

demand, they again fent a deputation of their own members with 
money to be diftributed to the legions, hoping, by this means* to 
divert them from the project which they had formed in favour of 
their general. But Octavius, being fecretly apprifed that a fum of 
money was fent to corrupt his army, and obferving that the foldiers 
were impatient at having no immediate return to their own meflage, 
chofe not to -wait the trial of this dangerous experiment, feparated 
; the legions into two columns, marched directly to Rome ; and on his 

,; Aptfzz. de Sell. Civ. lib. iii. »° Dio. Caff. lib. xlvi. c. 42. 
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way being met by the deputies of the Senate, he commanded 
them, at their peril, not to approach the army, or to interrupt its 
march. 

Upon the news of his approach, the city was thrown into great 
confternation. The Senate; believing they had erred in offering too 
little money to the troops, ordered the former bounty to be doubled 
They refolved that O&avius ihouid be admitted to the Confulate 5 

or, according to Dion Caffius, that he fhould have the title and en- 
*figns of Conful, but without the actual power ; that he ihould have a 
place in tin? Senate among thofe who had been Confuls ; that he 

fhould be Prsetor at the firft elections, and Conful at the following B V 
And thus having done enough to fhow their fears, but not to dif- 
arm, or to lull jhe ambition of this prefumptuous young man, they 
fent new deputies, with every fymptom of trepidation and alarm, to 
intimate thefe refolutions. 

Soon after this deputation from the Senate was difpatched, two 
legions, lately tranfported from Africa, and ordered for the defence of 
the city, having arrived at the gates, the Senators, with their party 
among the People, refumed their courage : they were even difpofed to 
recall their late concefiions, and began to exclaim, that it were better 
to perifii in defending their liberties, than, without any ftruggle, to 
fall a prey to their enemies. Perfons of every defcription affuraed 
the military drefs, and ran to their arms. 

There were now at Rome three legions, with a thoufand horfe 5 
one legion having been left there by Panfa when he marched towards 
Gaul. Thefe troops were pofted on the fide from which the enemy 
was expected, on the Janiculnm and the bridge which led from 
thence to tlie city. Galleys were ordered to be in readinefs at 01Ua> 
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to convey the public treafure beyond the fea, in cafe it fhould be- 
come neceilary to take this meafure to fave it : and it was deter- 
mined to feize the mother and lifter of O&avius M , who were then 
fuppofed to be at Rome, and to detain them as hoftages. But this 
intention was fruftrated by the timely efcape of thefe women, who, 
apprehending fome danger, had already withdrawn from the city. 

Their flight, or the early precaution which they themfelves, or their 
friends, had taken in this matter, was confidered as the evidence of a 
long premeditated deliga on the part of O&avius. 

Under this imprelEon, and that of the fuperior force with which 
ttwas known Ociavius was prepared to aflail them, the Senators 

again loft hopes of being able to refift ; but they flattered themfelves, 
that the refolution they had taken to defend the city, would not be 
known in time to prevent their firft meflage to the army from being 
delivered. Their conceffions were accordingly publifhed among the 
troops; but appearing to be forced, were received with contempt, and 

ferved only to encourage the prefumption of the foldiers, and to 
haften their march. As the army drew near to the city, all the ap- 
proaches were deferred by thofe who had been placed to defend them, 
and the advanced guard of O&avius palled to the Mons Quirinalis, 
without being met by any perfon in the quality either of friend or of 
enemy. But, after a little paufe, numbers of his own party among 

the people having gone forth to receive him, the ftreets were in- 
ftantly crowded with perlons of all ranks, who haftened to pay their 

court **. 

O&avius having halted his army during the night in the firft ftreets . 
which they entered ; on the following day, with a proper efcort, and 
amidft the fhouts and acclamations of the multitude, took pofleffion 

* s Appian dc Bell, Civ. lib. iii. 54 Ibid. 
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of the Forum. The troops who had been affembled to oppofe him, 
at the fame time left their ftations, and made an offer of their iervices. 
Cornutus, one of the officers who commanded thole troops, having 
in vain endeavoured to prevent this defection, killed himfelf. Cicero 
is laid to have defired a conference with- his young friend ; but 
when he feemed to prelume on his former connection, was coldly 
anfwcred, That he had been flow in his prefent advances. 

In the following night a rumour was fpread, that the Mania and 
the fourth legion, which made a part in the army of Oclavius, bur. 
fuppofed to be particularly attached to the Senate, on account of the 
late honorary decrees which had patted in their favour, had declared 
againft the violent meafures of their leader ; that they offered to 
protect the Senate and People in their legal affemblies, and in any 
refolutions they (hould form on the prefent ftate of the republic. 
Numbers of Senators believed this report, and were about to refume 

their meetings. Craffus, one of the Pnctors, fet out for the Picenum, 

where he had confiderable influence, in order to affemble what forces 
he could raife to fecure the fuccefs of this defign j but before morn- 
ing this report was known to be groundlefs, and all orders of men 
returned to their former dejection and fubmiffion. 

At break of day Octavius removed the army from rtie ftreets of 
Rome into the Campus Martius. He did not fuffer any acts of cruelty 

to be committed, or make any inquiry after thole who had been foiv 
ward in oppofmg his claims. He affected the clemency of his late 
uncle ; but like him too, without any fcruple, laid his hands on the 

public treafurc, made a diftribution to the army of the iums which 

m 

had been firft decreed to them ; and engaged for himfelf, foon after, 
to add from his own eftate what had been fucceflively promiied. 
Having ordered that the election of Confuls mould immediately pro- 
ceed, he withdrew with the army, affecting to leave the People to a 

U 2 free 
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free choice. And being himfelf ele&ed, together with Q^Pedius, 

whom, without any mention of Cicero, he had recommended for 

this purpofe, he returned in folemn proceffion to offer the fa- 
crifices ufual on fuch occafions. and entered on his office on the 



'hrft of September, the day before 



year 55 , 



On this occafion the young Csefar, in the capacity of Conful, made 

a fpeech to the troops, acknowledging their fervices ; but avoided 
imputing to their interpofition the honours which he had recently 

obtained in the city. For thefe honours he returned his thanks to the 
Senate, and to the aflemblies of the People. Thefe he accofted as 
the fovereigns of the empire; and was anfwered by an affecled belief 
of his fincerity. 

In the fame fpirit of fervility with "which fo many honours had 
been decreed to Julius Casfar, it was enacted, that O&avius mould 
for ever take rank of every Conful, and the command of every ge- 



neral, at the head of his own army ; that he fhould have an unlimited 
commifEon to levy troops, and to employ them where the neceflities of 
the State might require 96 ; that his adoption into the family of Casfar 
fhould now be ratified in the moft folemn manner by the affembly of 
the Curias ; a form which the laws of the republic required in every 
fuch cafe, and in which he had been formerly prevented by the in- 
trigues of Antony ; that the ad: declaring Dolabella an enemy of his 
country fhould be repealed, and an inqueft fet on foot for the trial 
of thofe who had been concerned in the death of Julius Casfar. 

In confequence of this eftablifhment, numbers were cited, and 
upon their non-appearance were condemned. Among thefe were 
Marcus Brutus and Cains Caffius. In giving fentence againft them, 



Veil. Paterculuj, fib. H. * Dk>. Caff. lib. xlvi. c. 39. 

the 
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the judges affe&ed to fhew their ballots ; and a citizen, of the name c 
of Silicius Coronas, being of the number, likewhe held up his ballot 
into public view ; but, in the midft of this tide of fervility and adu- 
lation, had the courage to acquit the accufed. His courage for the 
prefent paffed without animadverfion, but he was referred, with fdent 
refentment, as an objeft of future punUhmerit ,r i 
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CHAP. IV. 



wfj of /fo Ogfi£ Sta/c /&r JSgbra Provinces. 

•Interview of Oclavius y Antony, and Lepidus, with their Coa- 
lition. The Profcription or Maffacrc*— — Death of Cicero. 



Sequel of the Majfacre. Succeffwn of Confuls. Severe Ex- 
action of Taxes. State of Sextus Pompeius. Movements of 

Antony and Octavius refpedively. Both bend their Courfe to 

the Eajl. Pojlure and Operations of Brutus and Cajfius.— 

Their Arrival and Prognfs in Europe. Campaign at Philippi. 

Fir/I Adion and Death of Caffius. Second Atlion and Death 

of Brutus. 



TH E republic, of which Octavius was now, in appearance, the 
legal magiftrate, had declared open war againft Antony and 

Lepidus ; and, in conlequence of this declaration, the forces of De- 
cimus Brutus and of Plancus, as has been mentioned, had advanced 

to the Rhone and the Ifere, but had been obliged again to retreat, 
in order to avoid coming to action with a fuperior enemy. It was 
considered, therefore, as the firft object of the Conful to reinforce 
that army cf the republic, and to carry the decrees of the Senate 

into execution againft thofe who prefumed to difpute their authority. 
He accordingly marched from the city as upon this deiign ; but it 
loon after appeared, that he had been fome time in correspondence 
with thefe iuppofed enemies of their country ; that he intended to 

jcin them againft the Senate, and, with their forces united, to refill 
the itorm which was gathering againft them in the Eaft under the 

governors of Macedonia and Syria. 

While 
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While the (lege of Mutina was (till in dependance, Marcus Brutus 
had drawn his. forces towards the coaft of Epirus, with intention to 
pafs into Italy ; but having received a report that Dolabella, then in 

the province of Afia, had tranfported a body of men from thence to 
the Cherfonefus \ and that he feemed to intend the invafion of Ma- 
cedonia, he was obliged to return for the defence of his own pro- 
vince ; and from thence forward, by the (late of the war in Syria 
was hindered, during fome time, from taking any part in the affairs 
of the Weft. 

Dolabella, in confequence of his appointment to the government 
of Syria, after the murder of Trebonius, had aflembled a fleet on the 
coaft, to accompany the march of his army by land, and to difpute 

the poffeflion of that province with Caffius \ His operations, how- 
ever, began in that quarter with his receiving a great check to his 

hopes in the defeat of his fleet ; his galleys having been difperfed, and 
all his tranfports taken by Lentulus, who had ferved under Trebo- 
nius, and who now commanded the fleets of Brutus and Caffius in 
thofe feas \ Notwithstanding this defeat of his forces at fea, he ad- 
vanced by land into Cilicia ; and while his antagonift lay in Paieftine, 
to intercept the legions that were coming to join him from Egypt, 
he made confiderable levies, took poffeflion of Tarfus, reduced the 
party which Caffius had left at JEga, and proceeded to Antioch ; but 
finding the gates of this town were (hut againft him, he continued 
his march to Laodicxa, where he was admitted} being deter- 
mined to make a ftand at this place, he again afTembled the remains 
of his fleet, in order to bring his fupply of (lores and provifions by 
fea \ Having encamped and intrenched his army clofe to the walls 
of Laodicsea, he threw down part of the ramparts, to open a com- . 
munication between his camp and the town 5 . 

1 Sic.'ad Brutum, ep. 2. * Dio, Calt lib. xlvii. c. 30. 

* Cicer. ad Famil. lib. xii. ep. 12, * Cic. ad. Famil. lib. xii. ep. 1 3. 

5 Ibid. ep. 1 5.- . 

Caffius 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



Caffius having intelligence of this progrefs made by Dolabella in 
Syria, and of his diipofitions to fecure Laodicxa, prepared to diflodge 
him from thence. For this purpofe he advanced to Pallos, at the 
diftance of twenty miles from the enemy's ftation, and took meafures, 
by cutting off his fupplies both by fea and by land, to reduce him 
by famine. In execution of this defign, he endeavoured to procure 
fhipping from every part of the coaft, extending from Rhodes to 
Alexandria ; but found that moft of the maritime States of Alia 

were already drained by his enemy, or were unwilling to declare 

* 

themfelves for either party. The port of Sidon was the firft that 

furnifhed him any fupply of vefiels ; but the officer who commanded 
them having ventured to appear before Laodicsea, was unable to cope 

with the navy which Dolabella had collected from his late defeat ; 
and, though he defended himfelf with great obftinacy, and with great 
flaughter of the enemy, after many mips were funk on both fides, 
fuffered a capture of five gallies with all their crews. Notwithftand- 
ing this check, CalEus was foon after joined by fquadrons from 
Tyre, Aradus, and even from Cyprus. The governor of this ifland, 
contrary to the orders of Cleopatra, his fovereign, who had af- 
fembled her fleet to fupport Dolabella, ventured to change their def- 
tination, and to take part with Caffius \ 

With this acceffion of force, CalEus being again in condition to 
block up the harbour of Laodicsa, prefented himfelf for this pur- 
pofe, and two engagements followed ; in the firft of which the ad- 
vantage was doubtful ; in the fecond, the victory declared for Caffius, 
and rendered him mafter of the coaft. Holding his enemy there- 
fore blocked up by fea, he continued to prefs upon the town from 
the land, and, by die fifth of June, had reduced the befieged to great 
diftrefs ; but while he feemed to rely entirely on the efle&s of this 

* Appun. ile Sell. Civ. lib. iii. 

4 tircumftance, 
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clrcumftance 7 , he carried on a correfpondence with the garrifon, 
and, on a day concerted with the officer on duty, was admitted into 

the place. 

Dolabella, finding that the town was delivered up, chofe to fall by 
the fword of one of his own men, of whom he requefted the favour 
to fave him, by this laft act of duty, from falling into the hands 
of his enemies. The troops who had ferved under him acknow- 
ledged the authority of his rival, and took the oath of fidelity ufual 
in ranging themfelves under a new general. Caflius feized what 
money he found in the public treafury, or in the temples at Laor 
diccea, laid the citizens under a heavy contribution, and put fome 

of thofe who had been moft forward in ferving his enemy to 
death \ 

Such was known, fome time before the battle of Mutina, to be the 
event of affairs in Afia ; and the fortunes of Marcus Brutus and 
Caflius, they being fuppofed to have twenty legions under their 
command, with all the refources of the Eaftern Empire, were ftill 
in a thriving condition, when Octavius, foon after his nomination 
to the office of Conful, under pretence of urging the war againft 

Antony and Lepidus, had taken his departure from Rome, leaving 
his colleague Pedius in the adminiftration of the city. To him he 
had given inftrucYions to obtain, as of his own accord, the revocation 
of the acts by which Antony and Lepidus had been declared public 
enemies. He incited the army, at the fame time, to demand a 
reconciliation of parties, and adminiftered an oath to them, in which 
they fwore not to draw their fwords againft any of the troops who 
had ever ferved under Csefar. As Pedius made no mention of his 
colleague in making his motion in favour of Antony and Lepidus, 
the Senate, not knowing how far it might be agreeable to Octavius, 



7 Cic. ad, Famil. lib. xii. ep. 13. 1 Appian. de Bell. Civ. likiii. 

Vol. III. - X referred 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



referred the whole matter to himfelf ; and, upon his ha ring fignHied 
his approbation, proceeded to revoke their former decree of attainder \ 
By thefe means 0£ravius, without appearing himfelf as the author of 
this change, transferred the imputation of treafon from Antony and 

Lepidus to Brutus and Caflius, with their adherents in. the late con- 

ipiracy againft the life of Cxfar. 

As loon as the ftate of parties was thus transformed, O&avius- 
congratulated the Senate on the wifdom of their meafures, and front 
thenceforward treated with Antony and Lepidus as friends, corre- 
fponded with them on the fabjeft of the commonwealth, and invited 

them, without lo& of time, to return into Italy. 

Under pretence of this revolution in the government, Plancus with- 
drew his forces from the army of Decimus Brutus, and efpoufed the 
caufe, which the republic itfelf, under the authority of the Confukj 
appeared to avow. Pollio likewife followed this example. 

In confequence of thefe feparations, Decimus Brutus was left 
iingly to withftand the force of fo many enemies who were united, 
and now fupported againft him with the authority of the State itfelf. 
He ftill had ten legions, of which the four with which he had de- 
fended the city of Mutina during the preceding winter, were not yet 

recovered from the fufferings of that fervice. With the other fix, 
being raw and undifciplined troops, he did not think himfelf in con- 
dition to continue the war againft fo many enemies ; and he de- 
termined therefore to withdraw by Illyricum into Macedonia, and to 
join himfelf with the forces which were raifed for the republic in 
that province. But in the execution of this delign he found, that in 
civil wars armies are not eafily retained on the lofing fide, and had 

occanon to obferve, that they are never hearty in behalf of civil 
inftitutions againft a profefTed intention to eftablifti military govern- 

9 Dio. Call*, lib. xlvi. c. 44. 

t ment. 
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ment. On pretence of the hardfhips of the propofed march, he was 
deferred firft by the new levies, and afterwards by the veterans, 
with all the irregulars who, except a few Gaulilh horfe, went over 
with their colours" to the enemy. Of thofe who remained, he, under 
the deepeft impreffions of defpair, allowed as many as chofc it to 
depart; and with only three hundred horfemen who adhered to him, 
fet out for the Rhine, intending to make his intended retreat through 

Germany. But, in proportion as difficulties multiplied on his way, 
the little troop which attended him gradually diminifhed; and being 
reduced to ten, he imagined that, with fo few in his company, he 
might even pafs through Italy undifcovered. He accordingly dif- 
guifed himfelf, and returned to Aquileia j but being there feized, 
though unknown, as a fufpicious perfon, and being conducted to an 
officer of the diftridt who knew him, he was by the orders of An- 
tony put to death ,0 . 

Thus, while all the military powers of the Eaft were aflembled 
under Marcus Brutus and Caffius, with a profeffed defign to reftorc 
the republic, thofe of the Weft were equally united for a contrary 
purpofe, Antony and Lepidus having pafled the Alps, defcended the 
Po, and advanced towards Mutina. Oclavius being already in that 
neighbourhood with his army, they met, with five legions of each fide, 
on the oppofite banks of the Lavinus, not far from the fcene of their 
late hoftile operations again It each other. The leaders agreed to 
hold a conference in a fmall ifland formed by the feparation and re- 
union of two branches of the river. To the end that they might 
have equal accefs to this ifland, bridges were laid on the divilions of 
the Lavinus by which the ifland was formed. The armies drew up 
on the oppofite banks ; and as the recent animofities of Antony and 
O&avius ftili left fome remains of diftruft between them, Lepidus firft 
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entered alone into the place that was intended for their conference j 

and having feen that no fnares were laid by either party, he made the 

fignal agreed on, and was joined by the other two without any 

attendants. 

O&avius now met with Antony in a character more refpe&able 
than that in which he had formerly appeared to him, and, with the 
dignity of the Roman Conful in office, had the place of honour 

affigned to him. They continued their conference during this and 
the two following days " ; and at the expiration of this time made 
known to their armies, that they had agreed on the following ar- 
ticles : That O&avius, in order to diveft himfelf of every legal ad- 
vantage over his afTociates, fhould refign the Confulate ; that the 
three military leaders, then upon an equal footing, fhould hold or 
fhare among them, during five years, the fupreme-adminiftration of 
affairs in the empire ; that they mould name all the officers of ftate, 

magiftrates, and governors of provinces ; that Oftavius mould have 

the exclufive command in Africa, Sardinia, and Sicily, Lepidus in 
Spain, and Antony in Gaul j that Lepidus fhould be fubftituted for 

Decimus Brutus in the fucceflion to the Confulate for the following 

year, and ihould have the adminiftration at Rome, while Octavius 
and Antony purfued the war againft Brutus and Caffius in the Eaft; 
that the army, at the end of the war, mould have fetdements affigned. 

to them in the richeft diftricts and beft fituations of Italy. Among 
the laft were fpecified Capua, Rhegium, Venufia, Beneventum, Nu- 

ceria, Ariminum, andYibona. 

To ratify this agreement, the daughter of Fulvia, the wife of An* 

tonv, by Clodius her former hufband, was betrothed to Oftavius. 
He was faid to have already made a different choice, and coniequently 

to have had no intention to fulfil this part of the treaty " ; but the 

11 Arphn. dc Bell. Ci?. lib. 4. 11 Dio. Caff. lib. xlvi. c. 54, 55, 56. 
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paffions, as well as the profeffions, of this young man, were already 

fufficiently fubfervient to his intereft l \ 

While the army was amufed by the publication of thefe feveral 
articles, the circumftances which chiefly diftinguifhed this famous 

coalition, was the fecret refolution, then taken, to extinguifh at once 

all future oppofition to - the Csefarian party, by maflacring all thejr 
private and public enemies. They drew up a lift, of which the 
numbers are varioufly reported, comprehending all thofe who had 
given them private or public offence, and in which they mutually 
fecrificed their refpe&ive friends to each other's refentment. Antony 

w 

facrificed his uncle Lucius Csefar to the refentment of Oclavius ; who, 
in his turn, facrificed to that of Antony, Cicero, with Thoranius, 
his own guardian, and his father's colleague in the office of Conful H .. 
Lepidus gave up his own brother L. Paulus ; and all of them agreed 
to join with thefe private enemies every perfon fuppofed to be attached 
to the republican government, amounting in all to three hundred 
Senators and two thoufand of the Equeftrian order, befides many 
perfons of inferior note, whofe names they deferred entering in the 

lift until their arrival at Rome. They meant, as foon as they mould' 
be in pofTeflion of the capital, to publim the whole lift for the 
direction of thofe who were to be employed in the execution of the 
maffacre. But as there were a few whofe efcape they were parti- 
cularly anxious to prevent, they agreed that the murders mould begin, 
without any warning, by the death of twelve or feventeen of their 
moft confiderable enemies, and among thefe by the death of Marcus 
Tullius Cicero ,s . They ratified the whole by mutual oaths; and 
having publifhed all the articles, except that which related to the 

maffacre,' the plan of reconciliation between the leaders was received 
by the armies with fhouts of applaufe, and was fuppofed to be the. 



" Dio. Cafi*. lib. xlvi. c. 54, 55, 56, 
aJ Appian. de Bell. Civ. lib. iv. 
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beginning of a period in which military men were to reft from 

i 

their labours, and to enjoy undifturbed the mod ample reward of 
their fervices. 

This celebrated cabal, known by the name of the Second Trium- 
virate, having thus planned the divifion or joint adminiftration of an 
empire which each of them hoped in time to engrofs for himfelf, 
they proceeded to Rome with an afpedfc which, to thofe who com- 
pofed the civil eftabliftiment of the commonwealth, was more terrible 

than that of any fac&on which had been hitherto formed for its 

deftrucliom 

In former times, individuals rofe to the head of parties or fadions, 
and brought armies to their ftandard by the natural afcendant of fu- 
perior abilities ; and either difdained the advantages of ufurped do- 
minion, or knew, how to employ their powers in exertions not un- 
worthy of human reafon. But in this inftance, perfons obfcure, or 
only known by their profligacy, were followed by armies who con- 
ceived the defign of enflaving their country. The fpirit of adventure 

pervaded the meaneft rank of the legions, and every foldier grafped 

at the fruits that were to be reaped in fubduing the commonwealth. 

If no perfon had offered to put himfelf at their head, they them- 
felves would have raifed up a leader whom they might follow in 
feizing the fpoils of their fellow citizens. 

Lepidus, noted for his want of capacity, being in the rank of 
Prztor when Csfar took poffellion of Rome, and being the only 
Roman officer of State who was willing to proftitute the dignity of 
his ftation, by abetting the violence which was now done to the con- 

{Htution, was entrufted with power, and the command of an army, 
merely becaufe he brought the name and authority of a ma gift rate 

to the fide of the ufurpation. The ufe of his name had been like- 
wife convenient to Antony in the late jun&ion or coalition of their 

armies ; and was now neceffary or convenient to both the other 

parties 
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parties in this famous aflbciation, as he held a kind of balance between c 
them, and was to witnefs tranfactions in which neither was willing 

to truft the other. 

Antony, poffeffed of parts which were known chiefly by the pro- 
fligate ufe which he made of them, feeking to repair by rapine a pa- 
trimony which he had wafted in debauch ; and fometimes ftrenuous 
when preffed by neceflity, yet ever relapfmg in every moment of 
eafe or relaxation into the vileft debauchery or diflipation. 

O&avius, yet a boy, only known by acts of perfidy and cunning 

m 

above his years ; equally indifferent to friendfhip or enmity, appa- 
rently defective in perfonat courage, but followed by the remains of 
Cajfar's army, as hVving a common caufe with themfelves in fecuring 
the advantages which they feverally claimed by virtue of his authority. 
He was now about the twentieth year of his age, had been already two 
years at the head of a faction, veering in his profeffions and in his con- 
duct with every turn of fortune ; at one time reconciled with the authors 
of Czcfar's death,, and courting the Senate, by affecting the zeal of 
a citizen for the prefervation of the commonwealth : at another time, 

courting the remnant of his late uncle's army, by affecting concern 
for their interefts, and a folicitude for the fecurity of the grants they 
had obtained from Casfar : at variance with Antony on the fcore of 
perfonal infults and incompatible pretenfions, even charged with de- 
figns on his life ; but reconciled to him, in appearance, from confider- 
ations of intereft or prefent conveniency. He had already, in the 
tranfactions of fo ihort a life, given indications of all the vileft qua- 
lities incident to human nature, perfidy, cowardice, and cruelty ; 
but with an ability or cunning which, if fuffered to continue its 
operations, was likely to prevail in the conteft for fuperiority with 

his prefent rivals in the empire. 

Such was the received defcription of perfons who had now par- 
celled among themfelves the government of the world, and whofe 

vices 
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Tices were exaggerated by the fears of thofe who were likely to fuffer 
by the effe&s of their power. Under the dominion of fuch a junto, 
if any one were left to regret the lofs of public liberty, or to feel 

the ftate of degradation into which citizens were fallen ; if any one 

could look forward from the terrors of a prefent tyranny to the pro- 
fped of future evils ; to them furely a fcene of expectation was 
openings the moft gloomy that ever had prefented itfelf to mankind ; 

perfons, apparently incapable of any noble or generous purpofe* 
-coveting power as a licence to crimes, fupported by bands of unprin- 
cipled villains, were now ready to feize and to diflribute, in lots 
among themfelves, all the dignities of the ftate, and all the patrimony 
of its members. 

In human affairs however, the profpefr, whether good or bad in 
extreme, is feldom verified by the end ; and human nature, when 
feemingly driving to the wildeft excefs, after a feries of events and 
ftruggles, fettles at laft in fome fort of mediocrity, beyond which it 

never is puflied but by occafional ftarts and Tallies. The firft entry 
of this Triumvirate on the fcene of their government, indeed, was 
fuch as could fcarcely be fupported in the fequel of any tyranny or 
ufurpation whatever. 

The Triumvirs being on their way to Rome, their orders for the 
-immediate execution of feventeen of the principal Senators had been 

received before their arrival, and feveral were accordingly furprifed 

and murdered in their houfes, or in the ftreets. The firft alarm ap- 

pearing the more terrible, as the occafion of thefe murders was un- 
known, ftruck all orders of men with a general amazement and 

terror. The ftreets were prefently deferred, and huflied in filence, 

except where armed parties fkulked in fearch of their prey, or by 
the cries which they railed, gave mutual intimation of the difco- 
veries they made. Perfons who found themfelves purfued, attempted 
xo fet the city on fire, in order to facilitate their own efcape. Pedius, 

i the 
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^uty of a general fire, In order to quiet the minds of 

It m thw execution, he publifhed the 

. Ranees that the executions were not 
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eyeral days. As they arrived in fucceffion, they oc- 

uarter withguards and attendants, and filled every 
v^.^ vndi armed men, and with military 
. figns,-; In ^rder to ratify the powers they had devifed 
they put the articles of their agree; 
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conferred 



tony, anJL^idu,- rfifc,4^ fcd ™i7 

general, under th» A~**n : « _ . „ ' citizens in 



deepeft impreffions of terror 
appearances of fatisfadtt 



ii 



As the firft a* of this government, two lifts or profcriptions were 
hvered to the proper officers of the army, and pofted L differen 
parts of , the c>ty 5 one a lift of Senators, the other a iift of perfo" 
of inferior rank, on whom the troops were directed to perform • 

Appian. de Bell. Ck. lib. iv» 
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mediate execution. In confequence of thefe orders, all the ftreets, 
temples, and private houfes, inftantly became feenes of blood ,J . At 

the fame time, there appeared on the part of the Triumvirs" a mani- 

• i * 

fefto, in which, having ftated the ingratitude of many whom Csefar 

* 

had fpared, of many whom he had promoted to high office, and 
whom he had even deftined to inherit his fortunes, and who, never- 

thelefs, confpired againft his life, they alleged the neceffity they were 

\ 

under of preventing the defigns of their enemies, and of extirpating 
a dangerous fa&ion, whom no benefits could bind, and. whom no 



coniiderations, facred or profane, could reftrain. 
« 



" Under the in- 



« 



cc 



fluence of this fa&ion," they faid, " the perpetrators of -a horrid 
murder, inftead of being called to an account, are intrufted with 
the command of provinces, and furnifhed with refources of men 
and money to fupport them againft the efforts of public juftice, 
and againft the indignation of the Roman People. Some of -thefe 
u murderers," they continued, " we have already chaftifed ; others, 
" being at the head of powerful armies, threaten to fruftrate the ef- 
« feds of our juft relentment. Having fuch a conflict, to maintain 
" in the provinces, it would be abfurd to leave an enemy in poflef- 
" fion of the city, and ready to take advantage of any unfavourable 
" accident that may befal us in defence of the commonwealth. For 
" this reafon, we have determined to cut off every perfon who is 
" likely to abet their defigns at Rome, and to make this defperate 
" faction feel the effe&s of that war which they were fo ready to 
i c declare againft us and our friends. 

" We mean no harm to the innocent, and fhall moleft no citizen, 
" in order to feize his property. We fhall not infift on deftroying 

u even all thofe whom we know to be our enemies ; but the moft 
" guilty, it is the intereft of the Roman People, as well as ours, to have 



" Dio. Caff. lib. 46. Appian. lib. iv. 

u removed, 
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« removed, that the republic may no longer be torn and agitated by 
« the quarrels of parties who cannot be reconciled. 
. *"Some atonement is like wife due to the army infulted by the 
4i late, decrees, in which they were declared enemies to the common- 
« wealth. 

" We might," they continued, " have furprifed and taken all our 
" enemies without any warning, or explanation of our conduct ; but 
" we chofe to make an open declaration of ourpurpofe, that the in- 
" nocent may not, by miftakc, be involved with the guilty, nor even 
" be unneceffarily alarmed." They concluded this fatal proclama- 
tion, with a prohibition to conceal, refcue, or protect any perfon 
whofe name was profcribed ; and they declared, that whoever acted 

r » 

in oppofition to this order, Ihould be confidered as one of the number, 
and involved in the fame ruin. They declared, that whoever pro- 
duced the head of a perfon profcribed, if a free man, he ihould re- 
ceive- twenty '•five thoufand Attic drachms or denarii, and if a flave, 

■ 

ihould havelus liberty, with ten thoufand of the fame money ; and 
that every flave killing his mafter, in execution of this prfcription 

_ i 

mould have his freedom, and be put on the rolls of the People in 
the place of the perfon he had flain. 

At the. time that this proclamation and the preceding lifts were 
publifhed, armed parties had already fcized on the gates of the city, 
and were prepared to intercept all who attempted to efcape. Others 
began to ranfack the houfes, and took their way to the villas and 

gardens in the fuburbs, where it was likely that any of the profcribed 
had retired. By the difpofition they made, the execution began in 
many places at once, and thofe who knew or fufpected their own 
deftuiation, like the inhabitants of a city taken by ftorm, w r ere on 
every fide furrounded by enemies, from whom they w r ere to receive 
no quarter. To many, it is obferved by hiftorians, that their own 
neareft relations were objects of terror, no lefs than the mercenary 

Y 2 hand* 
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hands that were armed againft them. The huiband and the 



hink himfelf fecure in his concealment, when he fupppf 
iown to his wife or to his children. The flave9 and freed- 



4 

become its moft terrible enemies." "The 
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* * ■ * — 

had an intereft in circumventing his creditor, and neighbours in the 
country mutually dreaded each other as informers and fpies. TThe 
money which the matter of a family was fuppofed to have, in hiis 
houfe, was confidered as an additional reward to the treachery of 

t - - 

his domeftics. The firft citizens of Rome were proftrate at the feet 



own Haves, imploring prote&ion and. mercy, or perifbed 



wells or common fewers, where they attempted to conceal 



fehres. 



Perfons having any private grudge or fecret malice, .took this op* 
portunity to accompliih their ends. Even they who were inclined to 
Droted or conceal the unhappv. were terrified with the profped of 



being involved in their ruin. Many, who thernferves. 
expe&ation, were not in the lift of the profcribed, enjoj 
fafety, in perfed indifference to the diftrefs of their nei 

that they might diftinguiih themfetves by their zeal foi 



affiled 



flarn. 



There were kill 



of the Tribunes of the People, together with Minucius and Annalis, 
both in the office of Prsetors. Silicius Coronas, a perfon already 
mentioned, who being one of the Judges at the citation of Marcus 
Brutus and Caius Caffius for the murder of Julius Csfar, had ven- 
tared, in the prefence of Odavius r to hold up into view the ballot 
by which he acquitted them, and who, although at that time in ap- 
pearance overlooked, now periihed 2 
Many tragic particulars, in thefe narrations, feem to be copied fro 



llll 



what happened under Marius Cinna 



perfons 
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perfo^lietrayed by their lervants, fheir confidents, and neareft rela- 
tions, and with a treachery^and cruelty, which feemed to increafe 
with the corruptions of the age: hut yet not without inftances of 
heroic fidelity and generous courage, of which human nature itfelf 
ever appears to be capable, even in the moft degenerate times, 
The Have of one of the profcribed y ; feeing foldiers come towards 

w # x • - 4 

the place, where his mafter lay concealed, took the difguife of his 
clothes, and prefented himfelf to be killed in his ftead. Another 
flave agreed to 'perfoliate his mafter, and being carried in his litter, was 
killed, while the mafter himfelf, acting as one of the bearers of the 



C 



Jitter, efcaped* . Another having been formerly branded by his mafter 
for fome offence,, was eafily fufpe&ed of a defire to feize this oppor- 
tunity of being revenged ; bnt he chofe the oppofite. part. While 

his mafter. fled,, he put himfelf in the way to flop his purfuers, 
produced ahead, which he. had fevered from a dead .body in th. 
ftreets, and paffing it for that of his mafter, procured him the means 
of efcape/ 

The fon of Hofidhis- Geta, faved his father by giving out that he 
was already killed, and by actually performing a funeral in his name; 
The fon of Quintus Cicero, though, in the former part of his life, 

* • ■ 

often on. bad terms with his father and with his uncle, and often un- 



■ 

dutiful to both, ended his days in an ad of magnanimity and filial 
afFe&ion ; perfevering in the concealment of his father, notwith- 

ftanding that the torture was applied to force a difcovery, until the 
father, who was- within hearing of what was in agitation, burft from 



his concealment,, and was flain, together with his fon ,6 .. 

Quintus Cicero, who perifhed. in this manner, was for fome time 
in concealment with his brother Marcus, having been in the country, . 
or having efcaped from the city on the firft alarm of thefe murders.. 

»« Dic.Ca/r. lib. xlvii. Appian. dc Bell. Civ. tf>. iv. 

I The 
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The brothers are-meutioned as being at Tufculiim together, and as fet- 
linz out from thence for Aftura, another of Cicero's villas bn.th"^' coaft, 
intending toerabarkfor Greece; but as Quintus was intifelyunprbvided 
for the voyage, and his brother unable to fupply him, they parted on 
the road in agonies of grief. In a few days after this parting, Qjumtus 
having put himfelf under the protection of his own fon, received, 
though in vain, that ftriking proof of his filial affection and fidelity, 

which has juft been mentioned. 

■ 

Marcus Cicero having got fafe to Aftura, embarked, and with a 
fair wind arrived at Circeii. . When the veflel was again about to fet 

fail, his mind wavered, he flattered himfelf that matters might yet 
take a more favourable turn 5 he landed, and travelled about twelve 
miles on his way to Rome' 7 : but his refolution again failed him, 

* 

and he once more returned towards the fea. Being arrived on the 

coafr, he ftill hefitated, remained on Ihore, and paffed the night in 
agonies cf forrow, which were interrupted only by momentary ftarts 

cf indignation and rage. Under thefe emotions, he fometimes fo- 



laced himfelf with a profpeft of returning to Rome in difguife, of 
killing himfelf in the prefence of O&avius, and of ftaining the perfon 

of that young traitor with the blood of a man, whom he had fo vm- 
gratefully and lb vilely betrayed. Even this appeared to his frantic 

imagination fome degree of revenge ; but the fear of being difco- 
vered before he could execute his purpofe, the profpect of the tor- 
tures and indignities he was likely to fuffer, deterred him from this 

defign ; and, being unable to take any refolution whatever, he com- 
mitted himfelf to his attendants, was carried on board of a vefFel, 
and fteered for Capua ,s . Near to this place, having another villa on 



the more, he was again landed, and being fatigued with the motion 

of the fea, went to reft ; but his fervants, aceording to the fuperfti- 



17 P!uL in Ciceronai 
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tion of the times, being difturbed with prodigies and unfavourable 

1 4 * 

prefages, or rather being fenfible of their matter's danger, after a 
little repofe awaked him from his. fleep, forced him into his litter, and 
haftened . again to embark. Soon after they were gone, Popilius 
Lserias, a Tribune of the legions, and Herennius, a Centurion, with 
a party who had beeia forfome days in fearch of this prey, arrived 
at the villa. Popilius had received particular obligations from Ci- 
cero, having been defended by him when tried upon a criminal ac- 
cufation : but thefewere times, in which bad men could make a me- 
rit of ingratitude to their former benefactors, when it ferved to in- 
gradate them with thofe in power. This officer, with his party, 

* 

finding the gates of the court and the paflages of the villa ffiut, burft 
them open ; but miffing the perfon they fought for, and fufpe&ing 
that he muft haye taken liis flight again to the fea, they purfued 
through -an avenue that led to the fhore, and came in fight of Cicero's 
litter, before he had left the walks of his own garden. 

On the appearance of a military, party, . Cicero perceived the end 

of his labours, ordered the bearers of his. litter to halt ; and having 
' been hitherto, while there were any hopes of efcape, diftreffed chiefly 
by the perplexity and indecifion of his own mind, he became, as 
foon as his fate appeared to be certain, determined and calm. In 
this fituation, he was obferved to ftroke his chin with his left hand, 
a gefture for which he was remarked in his moments of thoughtful- 
nefs, and when leaft difturbed. Upon the approach of the party, he 
put forth his head from the litter, and .fixed -his eyes upon the Tri- 
bune with great compofure. The countenance of a man fo well 
known to every Roman, now worn out with fatigue and dejection, 
and disfigured by neglect of the ufual attention to his perfon, made 
a moving fpectacle even to thofe who came to aflift in his murder, 
They turned away, while the afTaffin performed his office, and feveied 
the head from his body. 

3 Thfis 
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Thus periihed Marcus TulUus Cicero, in the fixty-fourth year of 
Ills age* Although his character may be known from the part which 

■he bore in feveral tranfaclions, of which. the accounts are Mattered in 

■ 

tlifierent parts of this hiftory, yet it is difficult to clofe the.fcene of 
his life, without fome recollection of the circumftances which were 
peculiar to fo difKnguifhed a perfonage. He appears to have been 
the Iali of the Romans, who rofe to the higheft offices of ftate by the 
force of his perfonal character, and by the fair arts of a republican 
candidate for public honours. None of his anceftors having enjoyed 

any confiderable preferments, he was upon this account confidered as 
a new man, and with reluctance admitted by the nobility to a parti- 
cipation of honours. It was however impoffible to prevent his ad- 
vancement, fo long as preferments were diftributed according to the 
civil and political forms of the republic, which gave fo large a fcope 

to the induftry, abilities, and genius of fuch men. Under thofe forms, 

all the virtues of a citizen were allowed to have fome effect, and 
all the variety of ufeful qualifications were fuppofed to be united in 

forming a title to the confidence of the public ; the qualifications of 
a warrior were united with thofe of a ftatefman, and even the ta- 
lents of a lawyer and barrifter, with thofe of a Senator and Coun* 

fellor of State. The law required Is , that the fame perfon mould be 
a warrior and ftatefman, and it was at leaft expedient or cuftomary, 
that he fhculd be alio a barrifter, in order to fecure the public fa- 
vour, and to fupport his conlidcration with the People. 

Cieero was by no means the firft perfon at Rome, who with pecu- 
liar attention cultivated the talents of a pleader, and applied himfelf 
-with ardour to literary ftudies. He is neverthelefs univerfally ac- 
Icnowledged, by his proficiency in thefe fludies, to have greatly ex- 
celled all thofe who went before him, fo much, as to have attained 

•» Ten or fifteen year* military fcrvicc was required, as a qualification for the higher of- 
ict% Qi Hate. Vid. Polyb. ai>i fujra. 

the 
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the higheft. preferments in the commonwealth, without having quitted 

-the <gp^ r n, 'and to have made his firft campaign ■ in the capacity of 

Rorj)an. Procoriful, - and above ten years after he had already exercifed 
the fupreme executive power in the (late. 

To the novelty of this circumftance, as well as to the novelty of 
his family-name in the lift of officers of ftate, was owing fome part 

* 

of that obloquy which his enemies employed againft him; and it 
may be admitted, that for a Roman he was too much a mere man of 
the robe, ,and that he poflibly may have been lefs a ftatefman and a 

warrior, for having been fo much a man of letters, and fo accom- 
plilhed a pleader. • 

* 

Cicero, whether we fuppofe him to have been governed by ori- 
ginal vanity, or by a habit of confidering the world as a theatre for 
the difplay of his talents, an^l the acquifition of fame, more than as 

a fcene of real affairs, in which objects of ferious confequence to 

mankind were to be treated, was certainly too fond of applaufe* 
courted it as a principal object even in the faireft tranfactions of his 
life, and was too much dependant on the opinion of other men to 
poffefs himfelf Efficiently amidft the difficulties which occur in the very 
arduous fituation which fell to his lot. Though difpofed, in the midft of 
a very corrupt age, to merit commendation by honeft means, and by 
the fupport of good government, he could not endure reproach or 
cenfure, even from thofe whofe difapprobation was a preemption 
of innocence and of merit; and he felt the unpopularity of his 
actions, even where he thought his conduct the molt meritorious, 
with a degree of mortification which greatly diffracted his mind, and 
ihook his refolution. Being, towards the end of his life, by the al- 
moft total extirpation of the more refpectable citizens and members 
of the Senate who had laboured with him for the prefervation of the 
commonwealth, left in a fituation which required the abilities of a 
great warrior, as well as thofe of the ableft ftatefman, and in .which, 
Vol. III. Z even 
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book CVEn f uc h abilities could not have ftemmed the torrent which burfl 

forth to overwhelm the republic, it is not furprifing that he failed in 

the attempt. 

Antony, at the fame time that he gave orders for the death of Ci- 
cero, gave directions that not only his head, but his right hand like- 
wife, with which he had written fo many fevere inve&ives againft 
him felf, fliould be cut off"*, and brought to him as an evidence of 
the execution. 

In the courfe of thefe murders, the heads of the flain were ufually 
prefented to the Triumvirs, and by their orders fet up in confpicuous 
places, while the bodies were caft into the river, or fuffered to be 
expofed in the ftreets. Antony having more refentments to gratify 

than either of his colleagues, had the heads of his enemies brought 
to him in great numbers, even as he lay on his couch at his meals. 
That t)f Cicero was received by him with the joy of victory ; he 

gazed upon it with lingular pleafure, and ordered it, together with 
the hand, to be expofed on the roftrum from which this refpedable 

citizen had fo often declaimed, and where thefe mangled parts of 

Lis body were now expofed to the view of a multitude, that ufed to 
crowd to his audience Fulvia too had her enemies on this occa- 
fion, and received the bloody tokens of their execution with a favage 

avidity and pleafure, which, to thofe who judge of propriety from 
modem cuftoms, or who form their opinions of the fex from the 
manners of modem times, will fcarcely appear to be credible. When 
the head of Cicero, in particular, was brought to her toilet, with a 
peculiar and fpiteful allufion to the eloquence, by which ihe herfelf, 



as well as her prefent and former hufbands, had been galled, me is 

faid to have forced open the jaw, and to have pricked and tore the 

tongue with the point of a bodkin, which fhe took from her hair. 



sc Plat, is Cicerone, " Appian. de Bell. Civ. lib. iv. 
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In this horrid fcene of revenge and cruelty, rapacity too had its 
fhare, many perlbns were profcribed, merely that their eftatcs might 
be brought into the coffers of the Triumvirs ; and many perfons were 
threatened, to induce them to ranfom " their lives with money. 
The lift received frequent additions, and underwent many alterations* 
fome names being fcratched out, and others inferted, a circumftance, 
by which perfons of any confiderable property, as well as thofe who 
were obnoxious to any of the perfons in power, were kept in the moft 
anxious ftate of fufpence and uncertainty. Many who were fpared by 
the public ufurpers of government, fell a facrifice to the refentment of 
their private enemies, or to the avarice of thofe who wifhed to polTefs 
themfelves of their property 1J ; and the names of many perfons who 
had been thus flain, without any public authority, were afterwards 

inferted in the lift of the profcribed, in order to juftify the murder. 

The troops were fenfible of their own importance on this occa- 
fion, and fet no bounds to their pretenfions. They folicited grants 
of the houfes of perfons reputed to be of the oppofite party ; or, being 
the only buyers at the frequent fales which were made of forfeited 

eftates, obtained the pofleflion of them by a kind of fictitious pur- 
chafe. Not fatisfied with the price which was paid them for the 
blood of the profcribed, or with the extravagant gratuities which 
they frequently received, they were, under various pretences, haften- 
ing to feize every fubject that tempted their avarice. They in- 
truded themfelves into every family, and laid claim to every inherit- 
ance ; they plundered at difcretion the houfes of the rich, or mur 7 

dered indifcriminately thofe who offended them, or who Hood in 
their way to the pofTeflion of wealth ; they encouraged, by their ex- 
ample, fugitive flaves, and diforderly perfons of every defcriptionj 



ai Dio. Caff. lib. xlvii. 53 Ibid. c. 12. Appian. dc Bell. Civ. lib. iv. 
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who,. forming themfelves into bands in the difguife of foldiers, en- 
gaged in the lame practices, and perpetrated the fame crimes. 

The Triumvirs, whofe principal object it was to fecure the go- 
vernment, though noways interefted in thefe extreme diforders, 
which far exceeded what they originally projected, not daring to re- 

ftrain the military violence, left it mould recoil on themfelves, left 

for fome time the lives, as well as the properties of the People, en- 
tirely at the mercy of the troops ; and citizens, who were reputed to 

* 

have any effects in referve, were fain to adopt fome foldier as a fon, 
in order to obtain his protection. 

Such are the particulars which are recorded of this famous tranfac- 
tion, which, however monilrous in thofe who gave rife to it, far ex- 
ceeded the bounds of their original defign. When the evil had in 
fome meafure fpent its force, its authors were willing to divert the 
attention of the public, or to efface the melancholy impreffions which 

remained. For this purpofe, Lepidus and Plancus being about to enter 

on the office of Conful for the following year, on fome flight pre- 
tence of a victory gained by the army in Gaul, entered the city in pro- 
ceffion ; but fufpeding that the People were more inclinable to de- 
jection than triumph, they directed the public, by a proclamation, to 
give on that day the demonftrations of joy which generally made part 
in the reception that was given to victorious generals **. 

The foldiers indeed were not wanting, as ufual, in the petulant 

larcafms and familiar abufe, in which they availed themfelves of 
their prefent confequence : they fung, in their proceffion, fcurritous 

ballads, alluding to examples of parricide as well as murder com- 
mitted by their chiefs in the late profcription ; by Lepidus and 
Plancus, that of their own brothers ; by Antony and Octavius, that 



u Appian. ut fupra. 
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of their nearcft relations and friends 2 \ But at the difpofal of fuch 0 ^ y A p * 
matters as. thefe, every citizen who was likely to frown on their 
crimes, every perfon whofe countenance gave figns of dejection or 

forrow, every pofleflbr of land, and every father of a family, had 
reafon to tremble for their perlbns, their pofleffions, and the fafety 

of their children. - 

Such was the afpect of affairs in Italy ; but there were frill fome 
rays of hope, which fhone from a diftancc. Not only Brutus and- 
Caffius, in their provinces of Macedonia and Syria ; but Cornificius 
in Africa, and Sextus Pompcius in Sicily, ftill held up the ftandard 

of the republic, and offered places of refuge to its friends. Sextus 
Pompeius Rationed fhipson the coaft.to receive them, and publimed- 
rewards for the refcuc or protection of his father s party, and of thofe 
unfortunate remains of the commonwealth 16 . Paulus, the brother 
of Lepidus, though abandoned to deftrucYion, was fuffered to efcape 
by the foldiers of the anny, from a refpect to himfelf or to their ge- 
neral. Lucius Crefar was protected by his fifter, the mother of An- 
tony. Meflala efcaped to Brutus. Many others, whofe names only 
arc known, took refuge with one or other of the leaders, who were 
in condition to contend for the republic, or for the fovereignty of the 
empire. 

Lepidus and Plancus being entered on the office of Cbnful, had irr V,C.ju\ 
charge from the Triumvirs, as the firft object of their mngiftracy, en's, k au 
the railing of money to fupply the further exigencies of the war. Lepidus * 

Great fums had been expected to arife from the faleof theeftates of 
the profcribed ; ' but the purchafe of fuch eftates was juftly reckoned 
invidious among a certain clafs of the People, who declined being 
partakers in the fpoils of innocent and refpectable citizens j and it was 



2J De Germanis non dc Gallis triumphant Confutes. 
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dangerous for an ordinary citizen to appear to be rich, or in 
condition to buy: infomuch, that they who murdered the owner, 
were almoft the only buyers of eftates that were expofed to public 
fale ; and the money which arofe from thefe fales, fell greatly fhort 
of the expectations which had been entertained from them. 

It was computed, that two hundred millions, Roman money, were 



yet wanting to fupply the expence of the war In order to make 

up this deficiency, the male fex chiefly having hitherto fuffered by 
the public exactions, a contribution was levied from fuch women re- 
lated to the oppofite party as were fuppofed to be rich. At the fame 

time perfons of every defcription, whofe eftates exceeded one hun- 
dred thoufand u Roman money, were commanded to give an account 
of their effects, that they might pay a tax equal to a fiftieth of their 
flock, and one year's income of their ordinary revenue ,9 . 

To enforce thefe exactions, hitherto unufual in Italy, much vio- 
lence was neceflary. The rents of houfea in the city, and the pro- 
duce of lands in the country were fequeftrated, leaving only one 
half for the.fubfiftence of the owners. In this manner, great fums 
of money were levied from the peaceable part of the commonwealth j 
but as the Triumvirs had incurred a very heavy debt in their mili- 
tary operations, and in bounties to fecure the troops in their intereft, 
and had in profpect an arduous and expenfive war againft Brutus 
and Cafiius, armed with the forces, and fupported by the treafures 
of the Eaft, the firft fums which came in were far from being fuf- 

ficient for their purpofe. Additional exactions were made, under the 

denomination of fines or forfeitures, from thofe who were alleged 

to have given in a falfe ftate of their effects. 

In imitation of the late fanguinary profcriptions, the Confuls pub- 
iubed lifts of all who had incurred this penalty, and ordered their ef- 
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fefts accordingly to be feized. The inhabitants of the -towns were 
obliged to find fubfiftence for the troops that were quartered on them, 
and the country was pillaged, under pretence of a fearch that was 
made for the effecls of rebels. The pay of the foldiers accumulating 
in the hands of their leaders, was confidered, together with the ad- 
vantages which they expected at the end of the war, as a pledge of 
their attachment and perfeverance in the caufe 30 . 

Although few men were nowleft in Italy, who could forget their own 
fears fofar as to think of the commonwealth, or who.could be iufpedted 
of any defign to reftore the ancient government, yet this was .made 
the ordinary ground of fufpicion againft thofe, whom the Triumvir^ 
wi/hed to opprefs; and thedefirc to remove it, led all orders of men 
to affeft a veneration for the memory of Caefar, and to vie in their 
zeal to avenge his death. The anniverfary of this event was made 
a day of .mourning. A fhrine was creeled on the place of his fu- 
neralj and was declared to be a public fanctuary, and place- of re- 
fuge even to criminals. The divine or monarchical honours which 
were thus paid to the memory of the dead, preferved in the minds 
of the People that difpofition ;to endure a mafter which was thought 
favourable to the living ufurpers, and which the divifion of power 
between them might have otherwife diminiflied 3 \ 

Agreeably to the model of Julius Csefar s arrangements, prepara- 
tory to his intended expedition into Ana," the Triumvirs, before the 
departure of O&avius and Antony on the fervice to which they were 
deftined, fixed the fucceflion to all the offices, of ftate for fome -years. 
They had under their command an army , of forty legions, whicji 
they now feparated into two divifions 3 \ The one, under the direction 
of Antony, was anembled on the eaftern coaft to be in readinefs to 
cover Italy on that fide, or to pafs into Macedonia, and to carry the 

30 Dio. Cafl". lib. xlvii. c. 14, 15. 32 Appian. ut fupra. 

21 Ibid. lib. xliv. c. 18 & 19. 
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war againft Brutus and Caflius into that province. The other was 
<kftined to remain in Italv, in order to fecure the head of the em- 
pire, and oppofe any attempts of the oppofite party by fea from Si- 
cily or Africa, which were ftill in their pofleflion. 

Sextus Pompeius, the laft of the family of the great Pompey, in 
confequence of the refolutions pafled in his favour foon after Czeiars 
death, had fet out from Spain as admiral of the Roman navy, and 
fixing "his ftation in Sicilr, had a numerous fleet, and muftered con- 
fiderable land forces With thefe, in the war which immediately 
followed, he wiflicd to co-operate with the combined armies of 
the two Confuls, Hirtius and Panfa; but was prevented by a 
doubt which arofe, whether the veterans of Crefar, who compofed 
great part of that army, would act in- concert with a fon of Pom- 

pey u ? Upon the coalition of Octavius with Lepidus and Antony, 

he again became an exile, but continued in pofleflion of Sicily, a 
province, which, by the prefent divifion of the empire, was com- 
prehended in the lot Octavius. 

Cornificius, by commiflion from the Roman Senate, ftill held the 
province of Africa, and refufed to furrender it to Sextus, an officer 
who had been fent by Octavius, in confequence of the fame diftri- 
bution, to take pofleflion of it in his name. The-difpute being likely 
-to end in a war, the oppofite parties applied to the neighbouring 

princes for aid ; but the lieutenant of Octavius having his commit 
fion from the fupreme authority then eftablifhed at Rome, or being 
known to reprefent the triumphant party, was acknowledged by molt 
of the African powers in alliance with the Romans. Being joined 
by their forces, he came to an action with his antagonift near Utica, 
and obtained a victory, in which Cornificius was killed. Laelius and 

Rofcius, two officers of rank in the vanquished army, perilhed 

3J Dio. Caff. fib. xlviii. c 17. 3 * Cker. Philip. xiiL 

by 



OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. 



by their own hands". As many as could find "Clipping* efcaped to 
Pompey in the ifland of Sicily. 

' Soon after this event, Octavius, being defirous to diflodge the re- 
mains of the republican party from an ifland of fo much confequence, 
fent Salvidienus with a fleet towards the ftraits of Meflina, while he 
himfelf marched by land to Rhegium. A fea fight foon after enfued, 
from which the fleets retired with equal lofs. Salvidienus put into 
the harbour of Balanus to refit ; and O&avius, being arrived at Rhe- 
gium, was meditating a defcent upon Sicily,, when he received preff- 
ing inftances from Antony to join him at Brundifium, that they 

might endeavour to repel the florm which was gathering from the 
Eaft, and which feemed to threaten their eftablifhments in Italy 

with the greateft hazard 3fi . 

Marcus Brutus, after fortune feemed to have declared for the re- 
publican party at Mutina, thinking himfelf at liberty to attend to the 
affairs of the Eaft, and to fupport Caffius in his ftruggle for the pof- 
feflion of Syria, had pafTed with his army into Afia, in order to cut 
off all fupplies from Dolabella, and to avail himfelf of the refources, 
for the pay and fubfiftence of the army, which were ftill to be found 

in that opulent province. While he was employed in the execution 

of this defign, the important events already mentioned took place 
in that quarter. Caffius had prevailed in Syria, got. intire pofleffion 
of the province, was acknowledged as general by all the armies 
which had been affembled by either party beyond the boundaries 

of Cilicia ; and he was meditating an expedition into Egypt, to 
punifli Cleopatra for the part me had taken againft him in his conteft 
with Dolabella, and to raife a contribution in her country for the far- 
ther fupport of the war* 

35 Appian. de Bell. Civ. lib. iv. p. 622, &c. Dio. Caff, lib* xlviii, c. 21. 

36 Appian. ut fupra, 
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The vi&ory obtained at Mutina, though by an army which til! 
then was reputed on the fide of the commonwealth, made a great 
change to its prejudice, giving an opportunity to its enemies to de- 
clare themfelves, and to unite their forces : infomuch, that by the 
coalition of O&avius and Lepidus with Antony, all the remaining 

armies of the Weft were joined, not only to fubdue the capital, but 
to carry the war into Macedonia and Afia, the laft retreat of the re- 
publican intereft. 
Brutus being informed of thefe circumftances, and of the late 

profcriptions, fent a meflage to Caffius, with prefling inftances to di- 
vert him from his project againft Egypt, and to turn his forces to 
the refcue of the commonwealth from the hands of tyrants, and to 
avenge the innocent blood which had been fo copioufly fried in 

Italy. 

Upon thefe reprefentations, Caffius, having left a legion to fecure 
the pofTeffion of Syria, marched to the weflward, and in his way 
raifed large contributions for the fupport of the war. Among the 
ether meafures which he took for this purpofe, he furprized Ariobar- 
zanes in his palace, and obliged him to deliver up the money then 
in his treafury. He pillaged the city of Tarfus ; and, upon account 
of the fupport which the inhabitants of that place had given to Do- 
labella, fubje&ed them for the future to a heavy tribute 37 • 

About the middle of winter, Brutus and Caffiur., with their ar- 
mies, joined at Smyrna. Thefe reftorers of the republic had parted 
fome months before at Pireus, one bound for Syria, the other for 
Macedonia ; but more like exiles than Roman officers of ftate,. with- 
out any men, fhipping, or money, and under great uncertainty of 
their fuccefs, in obtaining pofTeffion of the provinces on which they 

57 Appun. ut fiipr^, 
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had their feveral pretentions. Their affairs now bore a different 
afped ; they had a numerous fleet, and a mighty land force, large 
Aims of money already amaffed, with the refources of a territory the 
molt wealthy of any part in the Roman empire 38 . Brutus propofed 
that they mould, without delay, tranfport their forces into Europe, 

and prevent the Triumvirs from getting any footing in Macedonia 
or Greece 5 but Caffius contended, that they had yet enemies or al- 
lies of doubtful fidelity in Afia, and that it would be imprudent to 
leave any fuch behind them, or to forego the treafure which they 
might yet command in that country, and which would enable them 
to reward and to encourage their armies. 

Brutus determined by thefe confederations, accordingly marched 
into Lycia, while Caflius proceeded to execute a project he had 
formed for the reduction of Rhodes. His fleet being on their way 
to turn the Capes of Afia, in order to fupport him in this defign, the 
Rhodians, trufting to their fuperior Ml and reputation as marines, 
aflcmbled all the fliips they could mutter, and, near to the harbour of 
Lindas, ventured to engage thofe of Caffius ; but being inferior in 
number and weight of fliips, they were defeated with confiderablc 
iofs. Caflius beheld the engagement from a high land on the conti- 
nent, and as foon as the fhips could be again refitted 39 , ordered the 
fleet to Lory ma, a fortified harbour in the continent, over again ft 
the ifland of Rhodes ; from thence he embarked his army. He him- 
felf, with eighty galleys, efcorted the tranfports in their paffage, 
landed on the ifland^ and beiieged the capital both by fca and by 
land. 

The Rhodians having trufted intirely to the defence of their /hip- 
ping, were unprovided of all things neceffary to withftand a fiege. 
Caffius by furprife, or by the treachery of a party within the 

38 Plut. in Bruto. 39 Appian. ut fupra. 
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walls, foon became mafter of the place, laid it under afevere contri- 
bution ; and having left an officer of the name of Varus to command 
in the ifland, he returned to the continent with a great acceffion of 
reputation and wealth. 

Brums at the fame time had forced the paries of the mountains 
leading into Lycia, and advancing to Xanthus, fummoned the town 
to furrender. This place had acquired much fame by the obftinate 
refinance of its inhabitants, or by the defperation they had fhewn, 
when forced, on former occafions, by I larpalus, the general of Cyrus> 
and by Alexander, in his way to the conqueft of Perfia 4<> . Upon 
the approach of Brutus, they razed their fuburbs, and removed every 
building which might cover the advances of an enemy. The walls were 
furrounded by a ditch fifty feet deep ; and this being the firft im- 
pediment which Brutus had to encounter, he began the attack with 
a continual labour to fill it up, and to effect a paffage for his engines 

to the foct of the rampart. Having accomplished this object, he 
proceeded to cover his workmen with galleries, and to erect the en- 
gines ufually employed in making a breach. He was oppofed by the 
befieged in repeated fallies, in the lafr. of which, his works were fet 
cn fire, and reduced to afhes. 

In the mean time, two thoufand men of the Roman army purfuing 
the party who had made this fally, entered the city along with them,. 

and not beiug properly iupported, fuffered the gates to be (hut, and 
themfelves to be cut off from all relief Being inftantly furrounded 
by the inhabitants, numbers of them were killed, and the re- 
mainder forced into a temple, where they endeavoured to defend 

the ml elves. 

This circumftance produced the moft vigorous efforts on the part 

of the befiegers, to force the walls, that they might refcue their 
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friends, or make a di/erfion in their favour. They applied fcallng- 
Iadders to the battlements, and forcing engines to the gates; and 
having at laft made their way into the town, that they might at 
once terrify the inhabitants, and give notice of approaching relief to 
their own party, they raifed a mighty Ihout as they entered the 
ftreets, and continued to urge- their fury, in every direction, with fire 
and fword. The inhabitants, unable to refift this ftorm, retired to 
their houfes, and there, determined to maintain their ancient fame, 
chofe rather to perilh by their own hands, than fubmit to the enemy* 
The father of every family, beginning with the /laughter of his wife 
and his children, proceeded to kill himfelf. 

While the people of Xanthus were employed in the execution of 

this purpofe, Brutus hearing the cries of defperation and of murder, 

fuppofed that his troops had .refufed to give quarter, and were killing 
the wretched inhabitants of the place, without diftinction of fex or 
age. In order to put the fpeedieft flop to fo horrid a fcene, his firft 
thought was to bring off the troops, by founding a general retreat ;. 
but being informed that the people were perilhing, not by the cruelty 
of his army, but by their own defperation, he ordered to be pro- 
claimed a general freedom and protection to all the inhabitants ; but 
fo long as any conliderable number of the citizens remained, the of- 
ficers who came near them, even with an offer of quarter, were 



CHAP. 
IV. 



anfwered with threats, or with fhowers of darts and of arrows, obliged 
to keep at a diftance* The temples and public buildings were, with 
reat difficulty, faved from fire ; but none of the inhabitants could 



be refcued, befides a few women and Haves. 

Brutus, greatly afflicted with this piteous cataftroph-, marched 

whh relutlance towards Patara, where the inhabitants were fuppofed 

to be infected with the fame defperate fpirit ; and, to prevent the 
neceffity of fuch fatal extremities, fent a meffage to prevail on the 

people to furrender, and to accept of his protection* ' The example 

of 
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of Xanthus appeared much too atrocious to be followed, and they 
fubmitred to pay the contributions which were exacted from them. 

Lentulus, at the fame time, who commanded the fleet which had 
been employed in tranfporting the army of Caflius into the ifland of 
Rhodes, forced his way into the harbour of Andriaca, the port of 
Myra, by breaking the chain which was ftretched acrofs the en- 
trance ; and this place being reduced, the inhabitants of Lycia fent 
offers of fubmiflion, and of their fervice in the war, agreed to pay a 
certain tribute, and to join the fleet with their galleys. Lentulus 
being accordingly reinforced with a great acceflion of fhips, fet fail 
for Abydus, the ihcrteft paflage into Europe, where he was ordered 

to wait the arrival of the land forces. 

At trie fame time, Murcus, commanding another fquadron belong- 
ing to Brutus and Caifius, upon a report that Cleopatra, with a nu- 
merous fleet, was at lea, to effect a junction with Octavius and An- 
tony, had been ftationed at the Cape of Tenarus to intercept her ; 
but being informed that the Egyptian fleet was difperfed, or had 
faffered much in a ftorm, he weighed from Tenarus, and fleered for 
Brundiiium, took poffeflion of an ifland at the mouth of the harbour, 

and from thence intended to prevent the tranfportation of any troops 

from Italy to Macedonia or Greece. He had however arrived too 

i 

late to effect the whole of this purpofe. Great part of Antony's 
army was already tranfported, and he himfelf, with the remainder, 
waited for favourable winds to run or pafs unnoticed in the night. 
In this ftate of the war, Brutus and Caffius, having accompHftied 

the fervices in which they had been feverally engaged, again affembled 

their forces on the right of the Meander. It is laid, that they began 
their conference on bad terms, the effect of a jealoufy which had 
been induilriouHy raifed between them ; but there did not appear 
any ccniequences of a mifunderftanding ; and their joint forces, with- 
out delay, began to move towards Europe, in order to check the ad- 
vances 
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varices which the enemy were already making in Macedonia. Hav- 
ing paffed the Hellefpont, they marched > by the ifihmus of Cardia, 
to the coaft of the bay of Melanus ; here they made a halt for fome 
days, to mufter and to review their forces. The army of Caflius 
confiftcd of nine legions, that of Brutus of eight, amounting to 
about eighty thoufand men, formed in the manner of the Roman 
infantry. Brutus had four thoufand Gaulifh and Lufitanian horfe - x 
two thoufand cavalry, made up of Thracians, Illyrians, Parthians,, 
and Theflalians. Caflius had two thoufand Gauls and Spaniards, and 
four thoufand Parthian archers mounted on horfeback. They were 
followed likcvvife by fome princes of Galatia, at the head of their 
refpe&ive forces. The whole, by this account, amounted to near a 
hundred thoufand men. Many of the legions had been formed 
under Cedar, and could not be retained in their prefent fervice, with- 
out frequent liberalities, and without a profpec% at the end of the 

war, of fettlements, not inferior to thofe which were enjoyed or ex- 
pected by the troops of the oppofite fide. The wealth of Afia, how- 
ever, having put their leaders in condition to perform what was at 
prefent expected from them ; all former engagements were now ful- 
filled, as the beft earneft that could be given of future gratuities. 

At the elofe of this mufter, Caflius and Brutus, with all the officers 
of Senatorian rank, who were then prefent, being aflembled on a 
platform, raifed as ufual to fome height from the ground, were fur- 
rounded by the army, who crowded to hear the fpeech of their leaders ; 
and it was fuppofed, that what they were to deliver ftiould have- 
the efFe£t of a manifefto or proclamation, refpe&ing the caufe in. 
which they were engaged. Caflius fpoke for himfelf, for his col- 
league, and the body of Senators who attended them; addreffing this- 
motely aflemblage of native Romans and aliens, of citizens and fol- 

dkrs of fortune, collected from different parties, as an affembly of 

■ 
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the Roman People deliberating on their public rights. He men- 
tioned the mutual confidence that was natural between officers and 
men engaged, as they were, in a common caufe ; enumerated their 
refources with the other advantages they pofle (Ted, and took notice 
of the punctual difeharge of all former engagements, as the Left fc- 
curity which could be given of a fixed intention to make a ' fuitable 

provifion for every foldier who mould contribute to bring the war 
to a favourable iflue. " The unjuft reproaches of our enemies," he 
laid, " we could eafily difprove, if we were not, by our Humbert;, 
" and by the fwords which we hold in our hands, in condition 
" to defpife them. While Qefar led the armies of the republic 
" againft the enemies of Rome, we took part in the fame fervicc 

" with him, we obeyed him, we were happy to ferve under liis 
*' command. But when he declared war on the commonwealth, we 
*' became his enemies ; "and when he became an ufurper and a 

" tyrant, we refented, as an injury, even the favours which he pre- 

" fumed to beftow upon ourfelves. Had he been to fall a facrifice 
" to private refentment, we fhould not have been the proper actors 

" in the execution of the fentence againft him. He was willing to 

** have indulged us with preferments and honours ; but we were not 

" willing to accept, as the gift of a mafter, what we were intitled to 

" claim as free citizens. We conceived, that, in prefuming to confer 

<l the honours of the Roman republic, he encroached on the prero- 

<c jgatives of the Roman People, and infulted the authority of the 

" Roman Senate. 

" Csfar cancelled the laws, and overturned the conftitution of his 

* ; country ; he ufurped all the powers of the commonwealth, fet up a 

*' monarchy, and himfelf affected to be a King. This our an- 

u ceftors, at the expullion of Tarquin, bound themfelves and their 

" pcfterity, by the moft folemn oaths, and by the moft direful im* 

" precations, 
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w precations, never to endure. The fame obligation has been en- 
" tailed upon us as a debt by our fathers ; and we, having faithfully 
" paid and difcharged it, have performed the oath, and averted the 
" confluences of failure from ourfelves, and from our pofterity. 

" In the ftation of foldiers, we might have committed ourfelves 
" without reflection to the command of an officer, whofe abilities 
" and whofe valour we admired ; but, in the character of Roman 
" citizens we have a far different part to Main. I muft fuppofe, that 
" I now fpeak to the Roman People, and to citizens of a free re- 
" public ; to men who have never learnecj to depend upon others 
" for gratifications and favours, who are not accuftomed to own a 
" fuperior, but who are themfelves the matters, the difpenfers of for- 
" tune and of honour, and the givers of all thofe dignities and 
" powers by which Cafar himfelf was exalted, and of which he 
" aflumed the intire difpofal. Recollect from whom the Scipios, the 

" Pompeys, even €a?far himfelf derived his honours : from your 

u anceftors, whom you now reprefent, and from y ourfelves, to 
" whom, according to the laws of the republic, we, who are now 
your leaders in the field, addrefs ourfelves as your fellow-citizens in 
" the commonwealth, and as perfons depending on your pleafure for the 
" juft reward and retribution of our fervices. Happy in being able 
u to reftore to you what Csfar Had the preftimption to appropriate 

I 

" lo himfelf the power and the dignity of your fathers, with the 
" fupreme difpofal of all the offices of truft that were eftabliihed for 
" your fafety, and for the prcfervation of your freedom ; happy 

" in being able to reftore to the Tribunes of the Roman People the 

" power of protecting you, and of procuring to every Roman citizen 

" that juftice which, under the late ufurpation of Cxhr, was with- 
" held, even from the facred perfons of thofe magiftrates themfelves. 

" An ufurper is the common enemy of all good citizens ; but the 
" talk of removing him could be the bufinefs only of a few. The 

You III. B b " Senate 
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" Senate and the Roman People, as foon as it was proper for them 
" to declare their judgment, pronounced their approbation of thofe 
" who were concerned in the death of Cxfar, by the rewards and 
" the honours which they bellowed upon them ; and they are now 

" become a prey to aflaffins and murderers ; they bleed in the flreets, 
" in the temples, in the moll fecret retreats, and in the arms of their 
" families ; or they are difperfed, and fly wherever they hope to efcape 
45 the fury of their enemies. Many are now prefent before you, 
" happy in your protection, happy in witnelTing the zeal which you 
" entertain for the commonwealth, for the rights of your fellow- 
" citizens, and for your own. Thefe refpe&able citizens, we truft, 
" will ibon, by your means, be reftored to a condition in which they 
" can enjoy, together with you, all the honours of a . free people, 
" concur with you in bellowing, and partake with you in receiving, 
" the rewards which are due to fuch eminent fervices, as you are 
" now engaged to perform 4 V 

Such is the fubllance of what we receive as the fpeech of Caflius 
on this memorable occafion, and, although we may not confider thefe 
compofitions as the genuine ' record of what was fpoken, yet as they . 
contain the ideas and reafonings of times fo much nearer than ours to 
the date of the tranfa&ions to which they refer, it is undoubtedly fit) 

and often inftru&ive, to retain the argument on which they are 
founded. At the clofe of this fpeech, it is faid that Caflius refumed 
the comparifon of the forces and refources of the oppofite parties, 
ftated to his army their own equality by land, and their fuperiority 

by fea ; the facility with which they were to be fupplied with all 
neceflaries ; and that he concluded, with a promife to pay an addi- 
tional gratuity of fifteen hundred fefterces to each man *\ 

After this folemnity, the army again began to advance; and 
while they marched in fmall divifions by the route of iEnos and Do- 

« 5 Appian. de Bell. Civ. lib. iv. 41 Aboot 12 1; 
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rifcus, Cimber, with a fquadron of galleys, having a legion and a 

confiderable detachment of archers on board, failed towards the coa'ft 
of Macedonia, with orders to fearch for a proper ftation within the 
mountains of Pangeus, a ridge which, ftretching from Thrace 
fouthward, terminated in the bay of Strymon, oppofite to the illand 
of Thafus 45 . The generals, upon their arrival on the river Neflus, 
found that the ufual paffage of the mountains at Symbolus was 

already feized by Saxa and Norbanus, who, with the firft divition of 
Antony's forces from Italy, had traverfed Macedonia, and haftened 
to pofTefs themfelves of this pals, in order to ftop the further progrefs 
of their enemies in Europe. 

Here the eaftern armies were accordingly flopped, and were 
likely to end their career in Thrace, while their antagonifts con- 
tinued in poffeflion ' of Macedonia, and preferved the moft con- 
venient retreat for their (hipping in the bay of Strymon. They 
were relieved, however, from this apprehenfion by Rufcopolis, a 
Thracian prince, who attended them, and who pointed out a dif- 
ferent route from that which the enemy had occupied. Under this 
guide they marched three days among the mountains, and having 
crofled the fummit, defcended in the tract of a river towards Philippi, 
fituated on the eaftern boundary of the plains of Amphipclis. This 
march carried them into the rear of the enemy's ftation, and would 
have enabled them to cut off their retreat, if intelligence had not 
been carried to Saxa and Norbanus time enough to enable them to 
withdraw. Thefe officers accordingly abandoned their port, fell 
back forty or fifty miles 44 to Amphipolis ; and having put this place 
in the beft pofture they could for defence, determined to await the 

arrival of Octavius and Antony, • 

Brutus and Caffius took poft- at Philippi, on the declivity of the 
mountains, near to the pais which Saxa and Norbanus had lately 

« Sec Plate IV. Vol. IL ♦* 550 ftalia. 
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abandoned. They encamped about two miles 41 from the town on 
two feparate eminences, about a mile 45 afunder. On their right was 
Philippi, covered by the mountains ; on the left an impaflable 

marm, which reached about nine miles from their camp to the fea 4 '. 

In their front the country from Philippi, weftward to Amphipolis, 

extending about forty or fifty miles, was flat and fubjecT: to floods 
and inundations of the rivers. The fleet was in harbour at Neapolis, 
near where the marfli, which covered the left of Caffius's camp, 
terminated in the fea ; and Cimber had fixed on that place as the 
port to which all their convoys mould repair, and by which they 
expe&ed to be plentifully fupplied with neceflaries from Afia, and 
the coafts of the Egean fea. They formed, at the fame time, a ma- 
gazine in the ifland of Thafus, out of the reach of the enemy, at 
which to lodge in fafety the furplus of their provifions and ftores. 

Antony and 0£hvius had been employed, during the winter, in 
tranfporting their forces into Macedonia; and having effected their 
pafTage, notwithstanding the vigilance of the enemy's fleet, their 
army advanced by rapid marches to the river Strymcn, in order to 
preferve Amphipolis, and to carry the fcene of the war as far as they 
could from Italy. Oftavius had been taken ill,, and remained ber 

hind at Dyrrachium. Antony, upon his arrival at Amphipolis, 
having found the town in a pofture of defence, fixed upon it as 
a place of arms for the fecurity of his heavy baggage and ftores. 
From thence he advanced upon the flat country, through a march of 
fome day*, and pitched in fight of Philippi, within a mile of the 
enemv's ftations. 

4 

It was the object of the Triumvirs to bring the war to a Ipeedy 

ilTue, as they forefaw the difficulty of being long able, without any 
fupply of provifions from the fea, to maintain fo numerous an army 
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by the fole refources of the neighbouring country. Brutus and Caf- c u ^ ? * 
fills, on the contrary, perceived their own advantage, and were de- 
termined to protract the war. They fortified their camps with great 
care, and joined them to each other ; and to the town of Philippi 
on the one fide, and to the morafs on the other, with fuch works as 
formed a continued chain to cover their communication r for. about 
twelve miles from the town of Philippi, to the port of Neapolis- 

Antony's camp being on the plain, and in a low fituation, was 
overlooked by the enemy, and fubjett to be overflowed by the tor- 
rents which fell from the hills. He made every pollible effort to 
bring his antagonifts to action, and by his forwardnefs in preffing 

them to a battle, raifed the courage of his own troops, and aflumcd, 
as is common with thofe who act offenfively, the appearance of fu~ 
periority. While he yet continued in this pofture, Octavius,. 
though not entirely recovered from his illnefs, joined him from 
Dyrrachiura. They took two feparate ftations oppofite to thofe of 
the enemy j Octavius oppofite to Brutus, and- Antony to Cafiius. TI>« 

number of legions, on both fides, were equal ; but thofe of Antony 
and Octavius were not complete. In cavalry they were unequal ; that 
of Brutus and Caflius amounting to twenty thoufand, while that of 
Octavius and Antony was no more than thirteen thoufand. 

Antony and Octavius, in order to force their antagonifts to a battle^ 
or to cut ofT their communication with the fea, formed a defign to pierce 
the morafs, and' to feize upon the heights beyond it on the left of Caf- 
fius's camp. In the work which they carried on for this purpofe, they 
were covered by the reeds, which grew to a great height in the marfh'; 
and in ten days, without being obferved, by means of timbers, hurdles, . 
and earth, which they funk as they advanced, . accomplished a paf-- 

fage, and fent in Ihe night a party of their army to occupy the op- 
pofite heights, to make lodgments, and. to intercept the commu- 
nication . 
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nication of their antagonifts with Neapolis, from which they received 
their daily fupplies. 

As foon as Brutus and Caffius perceived this advantage gained by 

the enemy, they took meafures to recover it, and to open their own 
accefe again to the fea. For this purpofe they, in their turn, tra- 
verfed the morafs in a line which croffed the paffage which the enemy 
had made, and pierced their highway with a deep and impaffable 

ditch. Having, in this manner, cut off the enemy's parties that had 
pafled the morafs from any fuccours or fupplies from their main body, 

they were about to force them, when O&avius and Antony endea- 
voured to recover their paffage ; and, to divert the attention of the 
enemy from what they were doing in the marfh, drew forth their 

armies on the plain. 

While Octavius was Mill confined by ficknefs, his lieutenant, or 
next in command, took his place in this movement, and advanced 
toward the intrenchment of Brutus. The light troops began to 
fkirmiih on the afcent of the hill. And, notwithftanding it was the 
refolution of both leaders in the republican army not to hazard a 
battle, except in defence of their own intrenchments, the legions 
cf Brutus obferving, from their parapet, what pafTed between the 

advanced parties in front, were fo animated or incenfed, as not to be 
retrained. They accordingly quitted their lines, attacked the wing 
on which Octavius was fuppofed to command, drove them back to 
their ground, and continuing the purfuit, even forced them in their 
camp. Octavius himfelf, having been carried from his bed to aiitter, 

narrowly elcaped falling into the enemy's hands. 

On the other wing Antony likewife had advanced towards the 

camp of Caffius ; but as he was obferved, at the fame time, be- 
ginning to work in the morafs, this movement of his army 
was confidered as no more than a feint to favour the other de- 

figm Caffius, to divert him from his operation in the madh", 

drew 
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drew forth his army like wife ; and having greatly the advantage of 
the ground, did not fuppofe that the enemy, in fuch circumftances, 
would venture upon a general action. In this however he was dif- 
appointed. Antony, feeing Caflius expofe his front, difcontinued his 
work in 'the morafs, mounted the height in his prefence, forced 
him to retire, even took and pillaged his camp; and thus mowed, in 
his turn, what are the effects of an impetuous attack upon an enemy 
who are difpofed to think themfelves fecure. 

Thefe ieparate actions, or the preparations which were made for 
them, had filled up the greater part of the day. It was already 
duflc, and the field, for the moft -part, was covered with clouds of 
dull ; fo that no one could fee to a diftance. Thofe who commanded 
on the right in both armies, having put thofe who were oppofed to 
them to flight, thought that the event was decifive in their own 
favour. But Brutus and Antony being informed of what had pcffeJ 
on the other wings of their refpective armies, neither attempted tD 
keep the advantage he had gained. Difqualified by fatigue or fur- 
prife from renewing the conteft, they pafTed each other on the plain, 
and haftened back to their former ftations. 

Caflius, after the route of his divifion, with a few who adhered 
to him, had halted on an eminence, and fent Titinius to the right, 
with orders to learn the particulars of the day on that fide. This 
officer, while yet in fight, was met by a party of horfe emerging 

from the clouds of duft on the plain. This party had been fent by 
Brutus to learn the fituation of his friends on the left ; but Galfius, 
fuppofing them to be enemies, and believing that Titinius, whom he 
faw furrounded by them, was taken, he inftantly, with the precipitant 
defpair which, on other occafions, had proved fo fatal to the caufe 
of the republic, prefented his breaft to a flave, to whom he had allotted, 
in cafe of any urgent extremity, the office of putting an end to his 
life, Titinius, upon his return, imputing this fatal calamity to his 

own neglect' in not trying fooner to undeceive his general by proper 

fignals, 
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fignals, killed himfelf, and fell upon the body of his friend * 9 . Brutus 
foon after arrived at the fame place, and feeing the dead body of 
CafTius, fhed tears of vexation and forrow over the effects of an action 
fo rafh and precipitant, and which deprived the republic and him- 
felf, in this extremity, of fo necelTary and fo able a fupport. This, 

he faid, is the laji of the Romans. 

The furviving leader of the republican party, in order to prevent 
the impreffion which the fight of s. funeral fo interefting was likely 
to make on the army, ordered the body of Caflius to be carried to 
the ifland of Thafus, and there privately interred. He himfelf fpent 
the night in re-aflembling the troops who had been difperfed, formed 
both armies into one body, and drew the whole into one camp. He 
ftill kept his ground at Philippi, and endeavoured to fupport the 

courage of the troops, and to replace the activity and military fkill of 

his unfortunate colleague. In his addreffes to the army, he fet forth 
the advantages they had gained as more than fufheient to compenfate 

their lofles. He reprefented the diflrefFcd condition of the enemy, 
who, having already exhaufted the province of Macedonia in their 
rear, were obliged to bring their provifions from Thefialy, which 
was at a greater diftance, and not likely to fupply them fo long. 
41 The fea-ports," he cbferved, " being every where blocked up, and 
" their convoys intercepted by a fleet of above two hundred and 

*'* fixty fail, the profpect of what they muft fpeedily fuffer will make 

" them impatient for action. They will provoke," he laid, " they 

" will attempt to infult you ; but this appearance of courage is a mere 
" effect of defpalr. Only wait the refult of thefe circumftances, and 
*'■ perfeverance will render your victory eafy." He fupported thefe 
exhortations with giving the army full fatisfacticn in all their claims 

and pretentions, and with an additional gratuity of a thoufand fefterces 
to each man 
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The leaders of the other fide, at the fame time, were equally 

employed in what was neceffary to palliate the fufferings, or to raife 
the hopes of their own army. Though not equally in condition to 
make prefent donations, they amply fupplied this defect with ex- 
pectations "and promifes. They declared their intention of giving an 
additional gratuity of five thoufand fellerces to each private man 5l , 
live times as much to the Centurion, and the double of this fum to the 
Tribune. " Judge ye," faid Antony, in his addrefs to the army, 
" who has fuffered moft by the mutual pillage of yefterday \ You, 

" who have left all your effects behind you in Italy, or the enemy, 

" who came to their ground loaded with the fpoils of Afia ? Their 
u own general, by killing himfelf, has proclaimed your victory. We 
" declare you victorious, by bellowing upon you the rewards of 
<c valour to which you are intitled. If the enemy choofc to difpute 
({ your claim to thefe rewards, let them meet us again in the field. 
They fhall have an opportunity to-morrow, and for fome days to 

" come j if they Ihrink and remain behind their intrenchments, I 
" Ihall leave you to determine who is vanquished in the trial of force 
" which we have had." 

Antony and Octavius accordingly drew forth their army for many 

days fuccelfively, and were greatly embarralTed with the refolution 
which appeared to be taken by the enemy, not to hazard a battle. They 

began to' fuffer greatly for want of provifions, and felt the approach 
of winter, -which, in a marfhy fituation, threatened them with 

growing inconveniences. Brutus, to haften the effects of the feafon, 
had turned the courfe of a river from the hills, and laid under water 
part of the plain on which they encamped 5 \ At the fame time a 
recent calamity, which befel them at fea, increafed thefe diftrelTes, 
and dimimlhed their hopes of relief. 

51 About 40 1. Zonara?, c. 15. p. 3S5. 
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On the fame day on which the late battle was fought at Philippic 
Domltius Calvmus had failed from Brundifium, having on board of 
tranfports two legions, of which the Martia was one, with two 

thoufand men of the Prctorian bands, and a body of horfe, convoyed 

by fome galleys, or fhips of force. Being met at fea by the fleet of 

Brutus, confiding of a hundred and thirty fail, under Murcus and 

iEnobarbus, a few of the headmoft and beft failing mips efcaped j 

but the remainder being furrounded had no reiburce but in the valour 
of the troops, who endeavoured to defend themfelves with their 
fwords, grappling and laming their tranfports to the fhips of the 
enemy ; but in this attempt, being galled with milfiles from the 

armed galleys, particularly with burning darts, by which fome of 

the tranfports were fet on fire, the others, to avoid the flames, were 

obliged to keep at a diftance ; and the greater part of them fuffering 

extremely without being able to annoy the enemy, were funk or de- 

ftroyed. Calvinus himfelf, having been five days at fea, with diffi- 
culty efcaped to BrundHiumr 

Thefe tidings had their effecl: in both armies. In that of Brutus 

they infpired an unfeafonable ardour, and a difpofition to commit the 
caufe of the party to the hazard of a battle ; in that of Antony and 

O&avius, they imprefTed the neceffity of a fpeedy decifion. Thefc 
leaders, to amuie their own troops, and to provoke the enemy, had 
feized, in the night, a poft on the declivity below the ground which 
was lately occupied by Caflius. They were fufFered to make a lodg- 
ment upon it by Brutus, who had not any apprehenfion that, he 
could be annoyed from a fituation that was fo much lower than 

his own. On the following day it appeared, that their inten- 
tion in feizing this poft was to cover a- movement, which they 
propofed to make to the right on the edge of the morafs ; which 
they accordingly executed, and pitched again in two feparate en- 
campments. In this new pofition they were obferved to found the 

morafs, 
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"morals, and either intended a feint, or had a real defign, by effect- c 
ing a communication with the oppoiite fide, again to cut off every 
mtercourfe of Brutus with his fhips. But finding that all the 
•heights on the oppofite fide were now fecured againit them by in- 
trenchments, they dropped that intention, and endeavoured, by fre- 
quent alarms, and by expofing their own parties on the plain, to 
engage their antagonist in a general action. 

Brutus, in the mean time, having fecured his own communica- 
tion with Neapolis, by a proper difpofition of pofts from his prefent 
encampment to the fea ; and trufting that his enemies muft, upon the 

approach of winter, be obliged to evacuate Macedonia, or to feparate 
their army for the convenience of finding fubfiftence, periifted in his 

refolution to protract the wan In this conjuncture he wrote to his 

friend Pomponius Atticus in the following terms : " My object 
" is fecure ; for either I fhall, by my victory, refcue the Romans 
" from the fervitude into which they are fallen, or perifli in the at- 
" tempt, and by dying myfelf efcape from flavery. I have done my 

tt part, and wait for the iffue in which public freedom or death is to 

" follow. As for Antony, who has chofen to become the retainer 

" of Octavius, rather than a Iharer with us in the equal rights of a 

" citizen, he has a different alternative, either now to perilh with 
" this young man, or, being the dupe of his artifices, to become 

M hereafter the fubject of his government 

The troops of Brutus, ho wever, could not be reconciled to thisdilatory 
plan ; they began to complain that a victorious army mould be cooped 
up behind intrenchments, and mould be infulted like women ; even the 
officers, pretending to reafon on the ftate of the war, cenfured their 
general for lofing the opportunity, which fo great an ardour in the 
array gave him of deciding the conteft at a blow. They alleged, 
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that even if the attempt fliould prove unfuccefsful, he might ftill re- 
turn to the execution of his defenfive and dilatory operations. 

Brutus was aware that the army, now under his command, having 

been trained up as mere foldiers of fortune, had no principle of at- 
tachment to either fide ; that it was necefTary to confult their incli- 
nations,, as well as to flatter their hopes. He remembered that Caflius 
had been obliged, in many things, to abate the ufual rigour of his 
difcipline ; and being himfelf of a mild and indulgent nature, he 
yielded to thofe who were under his command ; or not being able to 
ilem the torrent which daily increafed, he fuffered the impatience of 
his own men to hurry him into a rifk of all his fortunes. In about 
twentv days after the former action J+ , overcome by mere importu- 
nities, he drew forth his army on the declivity before his camp j 
the enemy, at the fame time, according to their ufual practice, were 

forming upon the plain ; and both fides forefaw the approach of a 
general engagement. 

Hiftorians introduce their accounts of the laft action at Philippi, 
with a detail of forms and folemnities, which, on other occafions, 
they have either omitted to mention, or which were not equally ob- 

ferved. As foon as the parole or word for the day was given over 
the different divifions of the refpective armies, a fmgle trumpet 

* 

founded the fignal of battle ; and was followed by a numerous 

band, which played in air, while the legions were dreffing their 

ranks, and while the men were trying and handling their arms. 

Brutus, being on horfeback, pafled along the lines of his own army, 

and exhorted his men not to quit the advantage of the ground on 

which they flood, by advancing too far to meet the enemy. " You 
" have promifed me a victory," he faid, " you have forced me to 
" inatch it now, rather than to wait for a more fecure pone/lion 

S4 Plutarch, in Bruto. 

« of 



OF THE .ROMAN REPUBLIC 

" of it hereafter. It is your bufmefs to fulfil your own expectations 
" and mine." 

On the other fide, Antony and Octavius were happy in having 
their fortunes, hitherto defperate, brought to tho chance of a battle. 
They put their army in mind, that this was what all of them wifhed i 
" You arc poor and diftreffed," they faid, " but in the enemy's 
" camp you will find an end to your fufferings, and the beginning 
" of riches and plenty. From us, who are your leaders, you may 
" expect the rewards which are due to valour, and every effect of a 
tt difpofition in- us which is fufficiently liberal, but which victory 
" alone will give us the power to indulge in the manner that we wifh."' 

In thefe preparations the day being far Ipent, and noon about three 
hours already paft, the trumpets on both fides having founded a 
general charge, made a fudden paufe, and founded again, while 
both armies being in motion, ftruck upon their bucklers, advanced 

with a mighty fhour, and, under a mower of miflile weapons of 
every fort, clofed with their fwprds. " They continued long with all 

the fury that kindles in the ufe of fhort weapons, to ftrnggle on the 
fame fpot. The places of thofe that fell in the firft rank were conti- 
nually fupplied from the ranks behind them j and the place of action 

began to be choaked up with heaps of the flain. No ftratagem is:' 
laid to have been practifed, or any accident to have happened, to* 

determine the fate of the day on either fide ; but, after a fevere 

* 

conteft, the array of Brutus began to give way, at firft flowly, and* 
almoft infenfibly; but being preffed with growing violence, they 
were thrown into fome confufion, and- gave up the day without 
hopes of recovery. In the diforder that followed, numbers, who> 
fled to the camp, finding the entrances obftructed. by the crowds that 
ftruggled for admiiTion, defpaired of fafcty there, and pafied on ta 
the heights in its rear. Octavius advanced to the enemy's camp to. 
fecure, or to keep in awe thofe who had taken refuge within it,. 

| Antony 
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Antony puriued thofe who were difperfed on the heights, and, at 
the approach of night, made the neceflary difpofitions to hinder 

thofe who were within the intrenchment, or thole who were in the 

field, from rallying or affembling again ; and employed parties of 
horfe all night to fcour all the avenues in fearch of prifoners. 

Brutus himfelf being cut off from the camp and clofely followed, 

Lucilius, one of his company, to give him time to efcape, affecting 
to perfonate his general, and falling behind, was taken. This cap- 
tive, fuppofed to be Brutus, the leader of the republican army, being 

conducted to Antony, to whom he was known, met with a reception 
not unworthy of his generous artifice. " You intended," faid An- 
tony to thofe who brought the prifoner, with a politenefs which 
feemed to refute fome of the imputations on his character, " to bring 
M me an enemy, but you have brought me a friend 

Brutus, in the mean time, having in the dark paffed a brook that 



Tan 



with a few friends, on the oppofite fide, as in a place of fafety 



Being yet uncertain of the extent of his lofs, he fent an officer to 

obferve the field, and with orders, if any considerable body of the 
-army were yet together, to light a blaze as a fignal or token of its 

fafety. This officer accordingly made his way to the camp, and 

rinding it ftill m the poffeflion of his friends, made the fignal ; but 
left it Ihould not be obferved, he attempted to return to his general, 
fell into the enemy's hands, and was flain. 

As, from the fignal now made, it appeared to Brutus and the fmall 
company who attended him, that the camp was ftill in poffeffion of 
their own people, they thought of making their way thither ; but 
recollecting that the greater part of the army were difperfed, they 
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doubted whether the lines could be defended until they could reach 
them,, or even if they fhould be maintained fo long, whether they 
could furniJh any fafe retreat. While they reafoned in this manner, 

one of their number, who went to the brook for water, returned with 
an alarm that the enemy were upon the oppofite bank ; and faying, 
with fome agitation, " We muft fly." " Yes," replied Brutus, " but 
w with our hands, not with our feet." He was then faid to have 
repeated, from fome poet, a tragic exclamation in the character of 

Hercules ; 0 Virtue ! I thought thee a fubflance, but fnd thee no more 
than an empty tiame, or the Jlave of Fortune. The vulgar, in their 
traditions, willingly lend their own thoughts to eminent men in* 
diftrefs ; thofe of Brutus are exprefied in his letter to Atticus already 
quoted: I have done my part^ and wait for the ijfue^ in which death 
or freedom is to follow. If he had ever thought that a mere honour- 
able intention was to enfure him fuccefs, it is furprifing he was not 
fooner undeceived. Being now to end his life,, and taking his leave 
of the company then prefent, one by one, he faid aloud, That, he 
was happy in never having been betrayed by any one he had trufted" 
as a friend. Some of them,, to whom he afterwards whifpered apart,, 
were obferved to burft into tears ; and it appeared that he requefted 
their affiftance in killing himfelf ; for he foon afterwards executed this 
purpofe, in company with one Strato and fome others, whom he had. 
taken afide* 

This cataftrophe,. as ufual, fet the imaginations of men to wo?k 5. 
and many prodigies and prefages were believed to have preceded it. 
A fpettre, it was faid,. had prefented itfelf in the night to Brutus, when- 
he was about to pafs the Hellefpont,. told him it was his evil genius,., 
and was to meet him again at Philippi ; that here it accordingly again, 
appeared on the eve of the late a&ion- . 
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Brutus was then about thirty-feven or forty years of age Next 
to Cato he, of all the Romans, was fuppofed to have aded from the 
pureft motives of public virtue. Gaflius had too much elevation of 
mind to endure a mafter ; but Brutus was like wife too juft to have 

ufurped on the rights of his fellow citizens, even if they had been 
in his power. His -character, however, in fome refpefte, is queftion- 

able ; and we may not, through the difguife of manners fo different 

from our own, be able to afcertain the truth. Cicero, who is at once 
the principal author cf his fame and of the exceptions which are taken 
againft it, charges him with an uncommon degree of arrogance, and 
complains of the tone which, while yet a young man, he took even 

with himfelf sr . Helikewife relates fome particulars of a loan which 

one Scaptius had tranfacted for Brutus in the ifland of Cyprus, and 
of which the payment was exacted under the proconfulate of Cicero, 
with circumftances of uncommon avarice and cruelty ; and that in 
this he evenprefumed to demand that the Roman Proconful mould 
fupport him with all his authority. The loan was ufurious, and, in 

exacting the payment of it, the Senate of Salamis, in the ifland of 
Cyprus, had been furrounded by a party of cavalry, and fhut up 

from the ufe of food. Cicero writes of this proceeding to Atticus, 
with every expreffion of blame and indignation; and yet Brutus, 
then a young man, continued to be held in the highefl veneration 
and efteem by perfons who were acquainted with thefe particulars. 

" If you lliould have no other advantage," fays Atticus, in writing 
to Cicero, " from your prefent government, but the opportunity of 
" gaining the friend&ip of Brutus, this alone will be enough." And 

Cicero himfelf frequently mentions Brutus, after this tranla&ion, with 

5f Liv. Epitome, lib. cxllr. Vcl. Pater- -Ad me autem etiam cum rogat aliquid, con- 
cnic-s c. -z. rumaciter, arrogantcr, atmxrrjt foletfcii- 

Ad At;i:. lib. v. cp. zi 5: lib. vL ep. i. bcrc. 

pecnliar 
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peculiar expreflions of admiration and love sa . So that we muft c 
"either fuppofe Brutus to have been innocent of this extortion and 
-cruelty committed by his agent in Cyprus, or that fuch proceed ings» 
though contrary to law, were fo much authorifed by the practice of 

the times, as to ftain the manners of the age much more than the 
characters of individuals. Of thefe conjectures, perhaps, both are 
in part to be admitted : the law of the republic forbidding the intereft 
of money under the denomination of ufury, inflamed, rather than 

prevented, the evil. Under this prohibition, the necefiitous borrower 
was made to pay for the rrfk and obloquy which the lender incurred 
by tranfgreffing the law, as well as for the ufe of his money* It was 

impoffible to prevent what is necefl'ary in the common courfe of 

things ; perfons having occafion for money muft borrow; and per- 
sons having money will lend, in order to reap the benefit of it, 

It appears to have been cuftomary with towns in the provinces, 
with corporations, and with dependent princes, to borrow money at 

exorbitant intereft from the rich at Rome ; and probably to employ 

that money in making prefents to gain the powerful n . Pompey 

had great fums owing to him in Alia, and likewife received great 

prefents from thence. Thefe we muft admit to have been great 

abufes ; but individuals are not always accountable for the abuies of 

their age, even where they have not correded them in their own 
practice. 

Brutus and Caffius, the laft unfuccefsfui leaders of the repub*- 

J 

lican party, even after it became a crime to mention their names 
with refped, were revered in fecret by every perfon who had any 

memory or conception of the ancient republic, and will, in every 
age, be held in eftimation by thofc who conceive merit as independ- 
ent of fortune. Even Antony, it is faid, when the death of Brutus 

58 Vid. lib. de Claris Oratoribus, cap. 3. &c. &c. This book is exprefsly czteJ after the 
return of Cicero from CUicia. 59 Cker. ad Attic, lib. v. ep. 21. 
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BOOK was reported to him, «q>refled the higheft refpefl: for his memory,. 
L > covered his remains with the imperial robe which he hirafelf wore 
in the field, and ordered his obfequies to be performed with the 
higheft marks of diftinclion and honour 60 ; in this inftance pro- 
bably acting from policy, cr T under all the vices of diflipation and 
profligacy with which he was charged, knowing how tofeize the oc- 
cafion of gaining public efteein, by fplendid pretenfions to generofity 
and candour. 

Ochvius, who far excelled his colleague in the ordinary arts cf 
difcretion and policy, is reprefented as greatly inferior to him in his 
behaviour on the pre/ent occafion. It is faid that he ordered the 
head of Brutus to be carried into Italy, and expofed on Ca?far*s 
tomb ; and, among other proofs of infolence and cruelty which he 

gave in the prefent profperous tide of his fortunes, that having 
among his prifoners a father and a fon of the name of Florus, he 
ordered that one of them mould be put to death, and that they mould 
cad lots, or fight, to determine which mould be fpared. Under this 
cruel fentence, the father intreated that he himfelf might die. Oc- 

tavius attended to fee the execution ; and, after the death of the 
father, likewife witneffed that of the fon, who killed himfelf 6 '. 

That part of the vanquilhed army which fled to the heights, being 
about fourteen thoufand men, hearing of the death of the lad cf 

their leaders, furrendered themfelves, and were equally divided be- 
tween Octavius and Antony. Thofe who remained in the camp, or 

at any of the out-pofts of the army, likewife laid down their arms. 
Of the perfons of rank who partook in the wreck of their party at 

Philippi, fome efcaped by fea, and joined Sextus Pompeius in Sicily, 
now the foie refuse of thofe who adhered to the commonwealth. 
Others killed themfelves, or in the lare action had refufed quarter,. 

6c PJo: in Antonio et Broto. 

•■ 5us;on. In Cctar. c. 14. Dio. Caff, dates this particular after the bat:!e of Aftium. 

and 
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and fought till they were flain. Among the firft were Livius Dru- 
fus, the father of Livia, afterwards the wife of Octavius. Among 
the fecond were two young men of diftinguifhed names ; Cato, the 
ion of him who died at Utica, and Lucius Caffius, nephew of the 

Jate general. Laheo, witli great deliberation, prepared a grave for 
himfelf in his tent, wrote to his family at Rome, gave directions 
about .his affairs, and then fubmitted himfelf to a perfon whom he 
.had retained to put an end to his life. 

It appears to have been a point of honour among the Romans of 
this age, to perifli by their own hands rather than by that of their 
■antagoriifts, othervviie they could have eafily, when fortune appeared 
•to have declared againft them, forced the enemy to beftow that death 
which they afterwards obtained with great reluctance from their 

i 

friends ; and perhaps, in forcing matters to this extremity, they might 

'have turned the fortune of battle. Csefar leems to have owed his 
victory, on fome occafions, to efforts of this fort, and his party in 
general prevailed by their perfeverance under checks and difficulties, 

as much as by the advantage they took of their victories c \ 

Cl See the Hiftory of the Campaigns on the Segra at D/rrtchium, and in Africa* 



T>d 2 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



CHAP. V. 

Immediate Conferences of the Event at PbilippL New Partition 

of the Empire made by OBavius arid Antony.— Tbeir Separation. 

Progrefs of Oelavius at Rome. His Friends Macenas and 

Agrippa. Alarm- and Diflrefs in Italy on the Difpoffeffion of the 

Lib abit ants to make way for the Troops.-— Jcaloiify of Fulvia 

and Lucius Antonius. Blockade and Reducl'ion of Pcrufia. 

Progrefs of Antony in Afia.~—His Stay at Alexandria. Re- 
turn to Italy. Accommodation with Sextus Pompeius. Return 

of Oelavius and Antony to Rome.. Their Policy. 

AMONG the immediate confequences of the late event at Phi- 
. lippi, is mentioned the death of Porcia,, the wife of Brutus, 

and the daughter of Cato. Being fufpe&ed of an intention to kill 
herfelf, watched by her fervants, and anxioufly precluded from the 
ordinary means of effecting that purpofe, fhe fwallowed burning- 
coals, and expired. This was laid to have happened on hearing of 
her huiband's death ; but Plutarch cites a letter of Brutus,, extant in. 
his own time,, from which it appeared that this cataftrophe preceded 
the death of Brutus, and was imputed to the negligence of her fer- 
vants, who artended her in the delirium of a fever 

By the battles which had been fought in different parts of the 
empire, by the late rnafTacre in Italy, and by the event of the war at* 
Fhilippi, the laft pillars of the commonwealth feemed to be removed, , 
or but a few of its members were left who had any zeal for its pre- 
servation. O&avius and Antony, upon the total and decifive victory 
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rfiey had gained, without paying any regard to the pretenfions of 
Lcpidus, made a new partition of the empire. Octavius, to his 
former lot, had an addition of Spain and Numidia; Antony that of 
the farther Gaul and the province of Africa *. It was agreed be- 
tween them, that Antony fhould profecute the remains of the war 
in the Eaft, and raife the neceflary contributions to enable them to 
fulfil their engagements to the army : that O&avius fhould return 
into Italy,, conduct the war againft Sextus Pompeius, reprefs the de- 
figns of Lepidus, in cafe he mould be diffatisfied with the prefent 
arrangement, and in proper time fettle the veterans on the lands 
which had been allotted to them. Thefe articles were committed to 
writing, and the ratifications exchanged. Antony having received, 
from O&avius a reinforcement of two legions, departed for Afia, and 
O&avius fet out on his return to Rome. 

When accounts of the final action at Philippi were received in the 
city, a thankfgiving was ordered.; and, inftead of being limited to 
fifty or to fixty days, as in the late decrees which had paft in 
honour of Julius Csefar, this feftival was now to be continued for * 
an entire year. In proportion to the approaches which the repub- 
lican party made to its entire extinction,, the few who remained of 
ft carried an affectation of joy that kept pace with their real forrow,. 

Their fears broke forth in profufe expreflions of pretended attachment' 
and zeal for the honour of thofe whom they dreaded. • 

Under fuch an afped of gladriefs, covering extreme anxiety or 

terror, the pacific inhabitants of Italy looked for the arrival of an 

army- which was to be gratified with their richeft poffeffions. They 
remembered what had paffed at former military entries into Rome, , 
and they anticipated the fufferings which were to be expected from 
a young man who had, during fome time, and from mere policy. 



* Dio.-CaiT. lib. xlviii. c. i. 
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afiumed an air of moderation, and employed every artifice to for- 
ward his purpofc ; but in proportion as he became fecure of his end, 
threw off his original mafic, and concurred in ttfurpations the mofi 
bloody of any that had been known in the hiftory of mankind. O&avius 

being detained by ficknefs on his way to the city, thefe gloomy ap- 
prehenfions gained force from delay. It was fuppofed that he de- 
ferred his arrival only while he adjufted his plan, or took meafures 

to render its effects more certain. Every one exaggerated the evil, 
but no one thought of a remedy. Such was the prefent ftate of a 
helplefs Nobility and People, the remains of a commonwealth, long 
accuftomed to dominion, retaining their haughtinefs while they loft 
their vigour, long defirous of power, but unable to fuftain the weight 

of a free conftitution. 

Octavius gave notice to the "Senate, that his coming was delayed 
by ficknefs, -accepted the decree of a continued rhankfgiving for the 

'late victory obtained at Philippi, but defired it might be underftood, 
that this honour was conferred on account of the exemplary juftice 
he had done on the afTarlins of his father. The cunning with which 

he occaficnally dropt this pretence, or with which heTefumed it, as 
the motive of all Ins purfuits, forms a ftrildng part in his character. 
He at one time co-operated with the confpirators, and declared it to 

he his intention, in conjunction with them, to reftore the republic. 
He accordingly promoted the refolutions wliich were taken at Rome 
in favour of Decimus, as well as Marcus Brutus and Caftius ; 'he pro- 
moted the election of Cafca into the office of Tribune ; he raifed an 
army to fupport them againft Antony, and took into his councils the 
moft vehement partizans of the Senate. " Even Servius Galon, 
u holding the very dagger with which he murdered Ccefar" faid An- 
tony to him, in his4etter during -the fiege of Mutina, 51 // now evi- 
* c J>loyed in your camp \" As he often, however, on former oc- 

2 Ciccr. Philip. Antony to Odaviua and Hirtius. 
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cafiong, courted the army, by affecting a pious intention to avenge CHAP, 
kis father's death, fo he now recurred to the fame pretence, as the 
mod likely to counterbalance the favour that was paid to the me- 
mory of Brutus and Caffius, and the general regret which attended 
the cataftrophe' of the laft fcene that was acted in behalf of the com-r 
monwealth. 

About this time, Octavius was known to have in his fervice two u. c. 712. 
officers of diftinguiihed merit, Marcus Vipfanius Agrippa and Caiu3 p' s^viiTu?,' 
Cilnius Maecenas; both we 1 1' qualified in their refpective parts to flip- Y a ^ caIfatt ~ 

port him in the pretcnfions he had formed on the empire. The rirft, 
by his courage and military abilities, was qualified to fupply or to con- 
ceal his defects as a'foldier; the fecond, by his induftry y his temper, 
his choice of friends, and his fitnefs to foften the manners of the 
times, by diverting the minds of men from objects of public 'drftrers 
to the elegant and atnufing- occupations of literary genius, well qua- 
lified to fmooth all difficulties in the way of his civil adminiltratiorr. 
Akhough it had not yet appeared in what degree Octavius was to commit 
his affairs to fuch able hands, his difcernment in choofing them 
might be confidcrcd as the prefage. of a fortune not depending on 
accidents,, but founded in a real afcendant of underftanding and 
judgment. 

Upon the arrival of the young Cxfar at Rome, he gave afTurances 
to the Senate of his intention to avoid all uryiecelfary acts of fe*- 
verity \ But the- firft object of his adminiftration being to fettle the 
veterans on the poffeffions which they had been made to expect at 
the end of the war, he was very foon led into a fcene of extrer 
violence, and involved in great difficulties. 

At the formation of the Triumvirate the army had been flattered 

with the hopes of being fettled on the moft fertile lands, or in the 

3 Dio. Caff, lib. xl.iii. c. 3. . 
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^ealthieft cities of Italy. Ia order to fulfil thefe expectations, It 

was neceflary to difpofiefs the ancient inhabitants ; and as this was 
to be done without any pretence of forfeiture, or delinquency of 
any fort, the unhappy fufferers pleaded, that the lands intended for 
the army mould be taken by lot, or in equal proportions, and in 
every part of the empire. But the foldiers were abfolute, and not to be 
fatisfied but by immediate pofleffion of the lots which had been actually 
affigned as the reward of their fervices. A general order was ac- 
cordingly figned for the prefent occupiers of thofe lands to remove. 
The victims cf this feverity repaired to Rome in entire families ; 
perfons of every lex, age, and condition crowded the ftreets, took 
fhelter in the temples and other places of public refort, and filled the 
city with complaints and lamentations *. " The ancient inhabitants 
" of Italy, citizens of Rome," they faid, " were {tripped of their 
" pofTeiitons, and turned out to periili with their children, to make 
" way for adventurers who had fubverted the laws of their country, 
" and who were to perpetuate the military ufurpation they had efta- 

w blifhed. The fame violent hands which had ftripped the Roman 
" People of their fovereignty, were now to be let loofe on their 
" property. The innocent, who had taken no part in the late 
" troubles, were to be iacrificed merely, becaufe their pofleflions fuited 
u the conveniency of thofe who had already brought fo many evils 
on the commonwealth. They had been promifed protection from 
" this party; but were now to fuffer from their pretended pro- 
" tectors and friends, greater evils than any conquered province had 
c * ever endured from the worft of its enemies." 

* Publics Virgilius Maro is faid to have mus). But being recommended to Maecenas 

been of this injured train. Having had a by Alinius PolHo, who commanded in that 

fciall property in land near Mantua, he was part of Italy, he obtained, from the refpecl 

itripped of i: ta make way for an omcer cf that was due to his fine genius, a protection 

the legions; a wrong to which he fo ten- which humanity and juftice owed equally to 

derly alluies in his eclogue (No* pitria fines every other perfon that was involved in this 
Ctcalaia iiaqui-j; a:\a, ncs patriam fugi- calamity. Appian. de Bell. Civ. lib. v. 
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To thefe complaints both the army and Its leaders were equally in- c 
fenfible, and proceeded, in particular inftances, to ads of violence, 
which the execution of their general purpofe did not require. They 
kept the minds of the people in fufpence by their indecifion in choo- 
fing their lots ; by quitting thofe which were at firft affigned, in or- 
der to exchange them for others ; and, by leaving particular perfons 
without any regular grant or affignment, to make free with fuch 
lands as fuited their conveniency. The leaders were obliged to con- 
nive at what they could not reftrain, and gave way to a violence to 
which they owed the pofleffion of their power 6 . 

The army now confidering the lands of Italy as their property, 
looked upon every perfon inclined to proted the antient inhabitants 

4 

as their enemy, refented every delay that was made in gratifying 
their defires, and were equally infolent to their own officers as they 
were to the People. A party being aflembled in the Campus Martius 
to receive their difmiffion and their aflignments of land ; and having 
fome time waited for Odavius, from whom they expeded fatisfadion 
in thefe particulars, became impatient and clamorous, laid violent 
hands on Nonius, a Centurion, who endeavoured to pacify them, and 
even threw him into the river, where he perifhed. They afterwards 
dragged the dead body on Ihore, and placed it on the way by which 
their general was to pafs, as a warning, that he himfelf fhould not 
flight their difpleafure. Odavius being informed, before he came 
abroad, of this menacing infult which had been offered to his autho- 
rity, faw the neceffity of not appearing to be moved. He palled the 

■ 

dead body without feeming to obferve it, made the intended diftri- 
bution of land to the troops ; and affeding to confider the murder 
of Nonius as the effed of a private quarrel, in which he was to 
take no part, left this dangerous meeting with an exhortation, that 
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they fhould not weaken their own caufe by quarrelling among them- 
J ilves. 

The cohorts which Octavius retained for the ordinary guard of 

his own perfon, treated him, on occafion, with equal difrefpecl. As 
an inftance of this fort, it is mentioned, that one of their body having, 

at the public theatre, feated himfelf on the Equeftrian bench, and 

the audience being fcandalized at this act of prefumption, the foldier 
was removed by order of his general ; but his companions being 
made to believe that he was carried away to be put to death, placed 

themfelves in the way of Oclavius, as he palled from the theatre, 

and, with clamours and threats of inftant revenge, demanded their 
fellow-foldier to be reftored. Having prevailed in this particular, 
they called upon him to declare what ufage he had received ; and 
when they were told by himfelf that no violence had been offered to 
him, they alleged that he was hired to conceal the truth, and to be- 
tray the honour of the army, and were fcarcely to be appeafed by 

his repeated affeverations to the contrary. 

In thefe dangerous times* enormities which were committed by 

diforderly perfons of any defcription being imputed to the foldiers, 

were fuffered to pals with impunity. Robbery and murders became 

frequent, and the city of Rome itfelf, as well as the provincial towns, 

was infefted by perfons who, either from neceffity, or from the licence 
of the times, fubfifted by rapine. No property was fafe, and the con- 
dition of perfons of all parties equally infecure. At Rome the rent 

of houfes fell to a fourth, and whole ftreets appeared to be de- 
ferred 7 . 

In this diffracted fcene, neverthelefs, there were perfons who en- 
vied O&avius the hateful pre-eminence which he feemed to enjoy. 
Among thefe Manius, the perfon entruiled with the affairs of Mark 

7 Dlo. Ca/T, lib. xlviii. c. 9- 
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Antony, Lucius his brother, now in the office of Conful, and Fulvia CHAP, 
his wife, afpiring to a mare of the government, became impatient 
of an adminiftration from which they thought themfelves unfairly 
excluded. Not only L. Antonius, in the capacity of Conful, but 
the others alfo, in right of the abfent Triumvir, thought themfelves 
intitled to more confederation than they now enjoyed. 

The power of diftributing the lands and other rewards to the 
army, it was obferved, gave Octavius a fignal advantage over his 
colleague, and fixed the expectations of all men upon him alone. 
By thefe means he filled Italy with his own retainers and friends ; 

d Fulvia complained that Mark Antony mould be thus deprived of 
the fruits of a victory, which had been obtained chiefly by his conduct 
and valour. She appealed to the legions, prefented herfelf at their 
juarters, and, with her children in her arms, implored, what fhe 
was pleafed to call, a matter of right in behalf of her hufband. 

In this manner, perfons reprefenting the abfent Triumvir endear- 
voured to divide the party, and to add to the fcene of political con- 
fufion already fubfifting, a breach and oppofition of intereft among 
thofe who commanded the army. The country, at the fame time, 
fulFered from the interruption that was given by the fleets of Domitius 
Ahcnobarbus and Sextus Pompeius, from the oppofite ports of Illyri- 
cum and Sicily, to the importation of corn and other neceflaries ; and 
this circumftance, joined to the uncertainty of property, and the other 
caufes which interrupted induftry, completed the diflrefles of Italy. 

The People, although they were willing to fubmit to any govern- 
ment, were not likely to be long able to endure their prefent fuffer- 

The friends of Antony endeavoured to load Octavius with 

the blame of thefe evils, and thought this a favourable opportunity 
to wreft the government out of his hands. They found fault with 
the provifion he had made for the army as too fcanty ; and they 
joined in the complaints that were made by the fuffcrers, who were 

E e 2 difpoffeffed 
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book difpoffeffed of their property to make way for the foldiers. They 

V * 

l. -y— — / affected a defign to reftore the republic ; and Lucius Antonius, in the 

character of Roman Conful, called upon the remaining friends of the 
commonwealth to appear in fupport of their legal magiftrate. He 
profeffed his intention to make war even on his own brother, as well 
as on Octavius, if he mould perfift in his prefent ufurpations, or 
mould attempt to obftrucl the reftoration of the laws. But, not- 
withstanding his profeilions to this purpofe, he himfelf, affecting to 
believe that his perfon was in danger, put his attendants under arms, 

and paraded the ftreets at the head of a military force ; a meafure 
that was ever confidered at Rome as the intimation of a defign to ufurp 
the government. 

Octavius, greatly provoked by thefe attacks which were made 
upon him by the representatives of Antony, repudiated the daughter 

of Fulvia, whom, at the formation of the Triumvirate, he had be- 
trothed merely to ferve a political purpofe, and whom he now re- 
turned to her family, with exprefs declarations of his never having 

had any commerce with her as his wife. Fulvia, affecting to con- 
fidcr this inful t as a prelude to greater injuries, appealed to Lepidus 
in behalf of his abfent colleague, and withdrew to Pramefte, whither 
great numbers of all ranks and conditions, both civil and military, 
Mocked to her ftandard. Here fhe put herfelf at the head of an 
army, held regular councils, and, with a fword by her fide, gave the 

parole, and frequently harangued the troops. 

In thefe hafty advances to a rupture, reprefentations to Antony, 
and preparations for war, were equally made on both fides. It was 
yet uncertain how the army might divide between the parties. Oc- 
tavius was likely, by his prefence, to command the fuperior number; 
but great part of the forces now in Italy had been levied in the name 

cf Antony, and ftill, according to the cuftom of thofe armies, bore 

his name on their fhields. The two legions which were to have 

been 
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been transferred to Octavius, to replace thofe which he had given to 
Antony in Macedonia, were ftill retained by Lucius Antonius for 

his brother. The provinces of Gaul, with confiderable armies, ready 
to march into Italy, were under the government of Ventidius, of 

Plancus, and of Afinius Pollio, who were the adherents of Antony, 
and likely to efpoufe his caufe. Antony himfelf, by the fuperiority 
of his military character, had, in the courfe of his joint operations 
with Octavius, greatly furpaffed him, and had acquired a high de- 
gree of reputation with the troops. It was, therefore, necelTary for 
his rival to proceed with great caution, and not rafhly to draw upon 
himfelf, in this quarrel, the weight of his colleague's authority, nor 
to difguft the army, by appearing to be the aggreffor in a war be- 
tween their leaders. 

Such difputes were certainly in general difagreeable to the army, 
who, having fubdued the republic, hoped, now at their eafe, to 
divide its fpoils. It was neceflary, therefore, for OdaviuSj if a war 

(hould enfue, to make it appear to be the work of his enemies. For 
this purpofe he formed at Rome a council of the principal officers ; 

propofed that they mould make enquiiy into the grounds of the 
prefent diffention, and oblige thofe who were in fault to fubmlt to 
their decrees. 

Fulvia and her partizans called this military convention by a ludi- 
crous name, which we may tranflate the Ammunition Senate 8 , and 

refufed to fubmit their caufe to fo new a tribunal. 

The army in general was alarmed at the profpecl: of feeing the 
civil war renewed. Two legions that had firft ferved under Crcfiir, 
and afterwards under Antony, being now quartered at Ancona, fent 
a deputation to Rome, with intreaties that the parties would avoid a 
rupture. They were referred by Octavius to L. Antonius, who, he, 

■ * 

1 Senatus Caligacus. 
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THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



uid, was the aggrefibr ; and proceeding, attended by a great con- 
courfe of people to Pramefte, where the heads of the oppofite partv 
were aiTembled, befeeched them to fpare die republic, already too 
much afflicted with civil dilTentions. They were told for anfwcr, 
" That Octavius was the aggrefibr ; that while his colleague wps 
" railing money for the benefit of the army, he was artfully chang- 
" ir.g the inhabitants of Italy, and occupying all the important fta- 
" tions of the empire with his own retainers and creatures ; that the 

" money, which, under pretence of fupporting the war again ft 
" Sextus Pompeius, had been taken from the treafury, was by Oc- 
" tavius diverted from its ufe, and employed in corrupting the 

il troops cf his friend ; that the eftates of the profcribed, under the 

" pretence of fales, at which, befides the creatures of Octavius, 

" there was no man to purchafe, had been actually employed by him 

n for the fame purpofe ; that, if he really meant to avoid a rupture, 
" he ought to do nothing, without confulting the friends of his co(- 

" league, who were equally entitled with himfclf to Ihare in the 

*' fruits of their common victory obtained at Philippi. But I know," 
laid Lucius Antonius, " the falfehood of Octavius; while he amuks 
" you with the hopes cf a negociation and treaty, and with profef- 
" f:cns of having nothing at heart befides your intcreft, he is arming 
<$ himfelf with the utmoft diligence, and has reinforced the garriibn 

" of Brundifium, with an evident purpofe to obflruct the return of 
u his colleague, and your principal friend, into Italy." 

Octavius being in pofTefiion of the capital, in order that he might 
appear to have, not only the authority of government, but the counte- 
nance likewife of all the more refpectable citizens of Rome on his fide, 
called an afiembly of the Senate, at which he invited the Equeftrian 

order to attend. He reprefented to this aflembly the calamities that 
were now impending over Italy from the jealoufy and refllefs ambi- 
tion of a few perfons, who called themfelves the friends of Mark 

Antony, 
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Antony, and he exhorted them with one accord to join him in avert- 
ing thefe evils. He accordingly obtained a deputation to be fent to 
Pramefte, where the heads of the oppofite party were ftill affembled, 
to remonftrate againft their procedure* This meafure however had 
no other effect, befides that which Octavius propofed by it, that of 
transferring to his enemies the bfame of all the evils which were 
expected to follow. 

An expedient was propofed, more likely to prevent thefe evils, by 
a conference to be held by the military officers of the oppofite fides* 
who, perceiving themfelves about to be involved in a quarrel, were 
extremely averfe to rifk all the advantages they had already obtained, 

without any profpect of gain. This expedient of a military congrefs 
was fuggefted by the officers themfelves, and was readily embraced 
by their leaders. Gabii being half way from Pramefte to Rome^ 
was fixed upon as the place at which they fhould meet ; but on the 
day on which they were to open their conference, parties of horfe 

having been, from fome remains of diftruft, without any concert,, 
lint forward on both fides to efcort their deputies, and mutually to 

obferve each other, they met unexpectedly on the highway, and 
coming to blows, numbers were killed or wounded, and the intended 
convention was dropped. 

Each of the parties, in confequencc of this accident, publifhed a 
manifefto, and began to aflcmble in a hoftile manner. Lucius An- 
tonius had ordered new levies, and with thefe, joined to the troops 
already on foot, under the authority of his brother, and who were* 
now ftationed in the nearer province of Gaul, under Calenus, he 
propofed to affemble an army of eleven legions. 

Octavius ordered fix legions under Salvidienus, from Spain *. and. 
having already four in Italy, with a confiderable body of troops, 

which, under the defignation of Praetorian bands, made the ordinary 

guard 
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guard of his pcrfon, . he took the field to prevent the defigns of his 



enemies. 



The nobility and citizens of rank were divided ; but the greater 
part, who had yet any hopes of feeing the civil government reftored, 
thought themfelves fafer in the party of the Conful Lucius Antonius, 
than in that of Csfar; and accordingly repaired to his camp. 

Sexlus Pompeius, on the eve of a conteft thus likely to divide his 
enemies, might have made himfelf of confiderable confequence, or 
might have obtained advantageous terms from either party. His 
forces had been greatly augmented by the accefhon of two legions, 
the remains of the wreck at Philippi, that had efcaped with Murcus. 
He might have got a footing in Italy, and, by the favourable difpo- 

iition of many who felt the oppreflion of the prefent government, or 
dreaded the future effects of its tyranny, might have held the ba- 
lance between the contending parties. He, neverthelefs, either under 
the notion of leaving his enemies to wade their ftrength againft each 
other, or not having a fumcient genius for fuch arduous enterprifes, 
fuSered the opportunity to efcape, and contented himfelf with endea- 
vouring to fecure his poiTefhon of Sicily and Sardinia, which he 
hjped to retain as a patrimony independent of Rome. 

iEnobarbu?, the other remaining leader or reprefentative of the 

republican part)-, who was ftill hovering on the oppofite coaft of 

Italy with the remains of the fleet, which he had commanded under 

Brutus and Cafiius, made frequent defcents, and plundered the re- 
cent fettlements of the veterans. He even forced his way into the 
harbour of Brundifium, took fome galleys belonging to Oclavius^ 
and laid wafte the adjacent country ; but, while he was acting in a 
manner equally hoftile to both parties, the forces of the Triumvirs, 
indi rfercnt to every external enemy, began to affemble againft each 
other. Lepidus declared for Oclavius, and thefe two having left the 
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city together, Lucius Antonius prefented himfelf at the gates, and 
was admitted. Having aflembled the people, he declared that his 
intention was to reftore the republic. His brother, he laid, for the 
future defired no illegal powers, and was ready to join in calling Oo 
tavius and Lepidus to account for the tyranny they had lately exer- 
cifed againft the ancient inhabitants of Italy. 

In the mean time, the event of this conteft appeared to depend on 
the movements that were making on the fide of Spain and Gaul. 
Saividienus being on his march to join O&avius, Afinius and Ven- 
tidius hung on his rear. Agrippa, on the part of Csefar, paffed th* 
Po in order to join Saividienus ; and having fucceeded in this de- 

fign, they obliged Afinius and Ventidius to remain on the defenfive, 
expecting the arrival of Lucius Antonius, who was on his march to 
fupport them. 

When Antonius came to a pafs of the Apennines, on the Flami- 
nian way, he found the gorges of thefe mountains already occu- 
pied by Agrippa and Saividienus 5 not attempting to force them, he 
fell back to Perufia, and fent orders to Ventidius to join him by fome 
other route ; but Octavius having got poffeffion of Sentinum and 
Nurfia, two polls on the oppofite fides of the mountains, effectually 
prevented the junction of his enemies, affembled all his forces in 
the neighbourhood of Perufia, and invefted Antonius in that place. 
He drew a line of circumvallation, extending about fifty ftadia, or 

fix miles, and placed his army between two parallels, equally ftrong, 
againft any attempts that were likely to be made from the garrifon, 

or from the field. 

Lucius Antonius being thus ftiut up in Perufia during the au- 
tumn, and part of winter, and all the efforts of Fulvia, Afinius, 
Ventidius, and Plancus, to fuccour him being ineffectual, he was re- 
duced, from want of provifions, to the greateft extremities, and 
offered to capitulate. 

Vol. III. F f Octavius, 
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B 0^0 K Oclavius, in accepting this offer, with his ufual addrefs, took mea- 
u ,y ; fures to divide his enemies, or to fow the feeds of future jealoufy 

among them. He afie&ed to diftinguilh the regular troops, which 
had been formed to ferve tinder his colleague Mark Antony, 
from the Roman citizens, or rather fuppofed diforderly perfons, 
who had taken a part in this infurredtion. The firft, from 
pretended refped to their leader, he allowed to withdraw with 
honour, the others he required to furrender at difcretion In 
complying with this requifition, L. Antonius himfelf fet the ex- 
ample, went forth in perfon to receive the victor's commands, and 
being courteoufly treated, alleged his duty as a civil magiftrate, and 

his defire to reftore the commonwealth, as an apology for his con- 
duct, and implored mercy for thofe who had embarked with him in 
the fame defign. Octavius replied, " That as his enemies had fur* 
" rendered themfelves at difcretion, he mould make no remarks on 
" the truth cf their plea, nor talk of conditions, where he was not 
" to be bound by a treaty \ that he rauft now conlider not only what 
" his enemies had merited, but what was due to himfelf." Having 
found among his prifoners fome of the veterans who had ferved under 
Czfar, he was difpofed to have ordered them all to be executed j 
but obierving that this meafure was extremely offenfive to his own 

army, he confined his feverities to the Roman citizens, who, he pre- 
tended, had ©n this occafkm a&ed with equal animofity to tlie army, 
and to himfel£ To avenge the fuppofed injury that was done to the 
army, all perfons of the civil defcription, found under arms, were 

put to death. Of thefe, Cannutius, C. Flavius, Clodius Bythinicus. r 

and others, are mentioned by Appian 9 . This Cannutius is faid by 
Dion Caffius to have been the Tribune, who prefenting Octavius to 

his firft audience from the People,, contributed fo much to. the rife of 
his fortunes. 

5 Appicn.de Bell. Civ. lib. v. 

The 
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The greater part of the executions were performed in the prefencc c H A p - 
•of Octavius, and in the manner of facrificcs to the inanes, or to the 
divinity* of Julius Csfar. In this form, however deteftable, they 
were fuppofed, in that age, to carry an aipecl: of piety, which fan&ified 
the cruelty with which they were ordered, and with which Octavius him- 
fclf witnefled the fcene. Four hundred of the Senatorian and Equef- 
tria.n order, are faid, by Dion Caffius and Suetonius, to have perilhed 

in this manner The magiftrates and council of Perufia, being fe- 
parately ordered to execution, implored for mercy, but had one ge- 
neral anfwer, You nmjl die The. place itfelf, whether by the de~ 
fperation of its inhabitants, or by the outrage of thofe who were now 

become mafters of it, was fet on fire, and burnt to the ground. The 
country around being deferred, or laid, wafte with fire and fvvord, and 
deared of its former poffefTors, became a prey to fuch followers of 
the army as chofe to occupy it u . 

At the date of this odious tranfaction, Oftavius was no more than 
twenty-three years of age; and though, in former examples of 
cruelty, his youth may have been over-ruled or milled by the party- 
rage of his colleagues, yet, in this inftance, he himfelf betrayed si 
mercilefs nature, in the efte&s of which he had no man to fhare, or 

to divide the blame 13 ; and the world began to dread more from the 

feparate power which he was about to eftablifh, than they did from 
the joint ufurpation, in which he bore a part, with perfons, of whom 
the one was contemned for want of capacity, and the other detefted 
for his profligate manners. 

Before the breaking out of this war In Italy, Domitius Calvinus U.-C. 713. 

and Afmius Pollio had been deftined Confuls 5 and the year follow- Calvinus, 

Afinhii 



Pollio. 



Die. Caff. lib. xlviii. c. 14, 
*■ Sueton. in Oftav. c. 15. 



,x Dio. Caff. lib. xlviii. c. 14 & j j 4 
13 Livii Epitome, lib. exxvi. 
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ing. that, in which thefe trania&ions paffed, is accordingly dated or 
infcribed with their names. They were prevented however, by this 
breach, between the adherents of Antony and of Gefar, from taking 
the formal pofleffion of their office. 

Pollio holing his commiflion from Mark Antony, although he 
had no opportunity to ad, was underftood to join with the brother 
in the late divifion of their parties. While the war continued, be- 
ing ftationed in his province in the diftrid of Venetia, he carried on 
a correfpondence with isnobarbus, and reprefenting Lucius Antonius, 
with his title of Roman Conful, as legal head of the republic, en- 
deavoured to engage that officer on his fide ; but, in the event of the 

war, this correfpondence was broke off, and the military adherents 
of Antony being difperfed or cut off, his relations and retainers fled 
in different dire&ons. 

Fulvia, efcorted by three thoufand horfe, took the road to Brun- 
difium, and from thence, with Plancus and fome other attendants,, 
under the convoy of five galleys, failed to Greece ,4 . Julia, the aged 

mother of Antony, took refuge with Sextus Pompeius in Sicily. 
Thither Hkewife fled Tiberius Claudius Nero, with his wife Livia 
Drufilla, and her infant fon, perfons often to be mentioned in the 
fequel of this hiftory, as principal lharers in that power which 

now feemed to be raifed on the ruin of their fortunes. Others 
had recourfe to the prote&on of jEnobarbus on the coaft of 
Apulia. 

While the relations of Antony in Italy were engaged in this un- 
fortunate conteft, he himfelf had paffed from Greece through Alia 
into Egypt, where believing all his difficulties were at an end, he 
indulged his natural dilpofition to pleafure and diflipation. At- 
Ephefus he had affembled the principal inhabitants of the province bf 

* Appxan. 4e Bell. Civ. lib. v. 
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Afia, propofed a contribution, and reprefented the occafion which c A p * 
obliged his colleagues and himfelf to make a demand for money. 
" They were about to difband the army," he faid, " confifting of 
" no left than twenty-eight legions, to whom were due great arrears 
" of pay, together with deferved rewards and gratuities for paft 
" fervices. One of my colleagues," he continued, " is gone into 
" Italy to provide fettleraents for this numerous army, or rather to 
" remove all the inhabitants of that country, in order to make way 
(l for them. The talk of finding fupplies of money lies upon me, 



own 



" demand no more than you gave to our enemies. Neceffity, how- 
u ever, obliges us to exact, in one year, what Brutus and Caflius le- 
" vied in two. You will pleqfe then to order? faid one of the au- 
w dience, " two fummers and two harvejls in this wonderful year ; 
" f or J ou i can command us to pay the tax of two years in one y can 
" liiewife order the fruits of both years to be gathered in one 'V 

Antony, who paid more regard to wit than to the confiderations 
either of humanity or juftice, was pleafed with this anfwer, and 
agreed that the propofed fubfidy mould be levied in two years, In- 
Head of one l6 . From Ephefus, he travelled by the coaft towards 
Syria, laid heavy contributions, difpofed of lands and country feats, 
of which he made gifts to his retainers and followers. He received 
frequent applications for fuch favours from thofe who attended him, 
under pretence that the eftates, which they coveted, were either de- 
ferred or occupied by an enemy. To his cook, in particular, he is 
faid to have, given the grant of a large pofTelfton, for having pleafed 
him in the drefling of a fupper. In his own behaviour, he exhibited 
that diffipation and extravagance, to which he ever returned in the 
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fotivity of his court, a perfect contrail to the melancholy with which 
the inhabitants of every province were feized on his approach ,7 . He 
had prthably feen Cleopatra in Italy, during her intimacy with Ju- 
lius Cazfar ; and now, fuppofing himfelf come in place of that fuo 
cctful adventurer as head of the empire, he thought of this prize as 
the reward of his labours, and poffibly confidered her as the prin- 
cipal object of his journey to the Eaft. • In order to heighten the 
iccne of their meeting, with a farce to confift of a'fuppofed quarrel 
and reconciliation, he affected to believe a report of her having or- 
dered her fleet from Cyprus to join that of Caflius in the late war, 

and he lent her a formal fummons to meet him in Qilicia, and to 
give in her anfwers to this heavy charge. 

Cleopatra accordingly appeared on the Cydnus on board a galley 
v ith a fplendid retinue, and dazzled the Roman Triumvir with the 
profulion of her ornaments, the elegance of her equipage, and the 
charms of her perfon. She was now about nine and twenty years of 

age, and being acquainted with the languages and manners of differ- 
ent nations, particularly inflxucted in the literature of the • Greeks, 
and being in the maturity of wit and beauty, fhe joined the arts of 
a coquet, with all the accomplishments which became the birth and 

' the high condition of a queen. Being invited to fup with Antony, 
fhe pleaded that he Ihould begin with accepting her invitation. At 

their firil entertainment, obferving that his raillery favoured of the 

camp, fhe humoured him in this manner, and even furpaffed him in 

the freedom of her converfation. 

From thenceforward Antony laid afide all bufinefs, followed the 
queen of Egypt to her kingdom, leaving his own provinces expofed 

to an enemy, by whom they were foon after affailed and overrun ; 

and while this ftorm was raging in the Eaft, and his brother, with 
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lils other adherents in Italy, were ftruggling for his fhare in the go- 
vernment of the empire, and obliged to fly or fubmit to his rival, 
he paffed the winter at Alexandria in frolic and diffipation l8 . To 
gratify the jealoufy of Cleopatra,, he ordered Arfmoe, her fifter and 
competitor for the throne, who had hitherto been confined at Mi- 
letus, to be put to death. In every other particular, he fuffered 
htmfelf to be governed by her caprice, and with the enfigns and at- 
tendance of a Roman Ccnful, and firft officer of the Hate in the empire,- 
lived like a boy under the influence of his firft amour. The courfe 
of his plcafures, however, was in a little time effectually interrupted,, 
by a report of the ftate of his affairs in Syria and the Leffer Afia. 

Pacorus, the fon of the king of Parthia y had paffed the Euphrates 
with a great army, had overrun Syria, and was making hafty ad- 
vances in Cilicia. -He was conducted in this expedition by Labienuv 
a Roman officer who, on the part of Brutus and Caffius, had re- 
iided at the court of Parthia, while the fine of the empire yet re- 
mained in fufpence at Philippi, and who now perfuaded the Par- 
thian* to attempt the conqueft of opulent provinces in their neigh- 
bourhood, which, together with the Roman republic itfelf, were be- 
come the poffeffion of mere adventurers, unacknowledged and un- 
fupported by the laws of the commonwealth. 

Upon this alarm, Antony had affemblcd the naval forces of Afia 
and of Egypt,, and had fet fail with two hundred galleys for the 
coaft of Phoenicia ; when the mifconduct and diftrefs of his rela- 
tions in Italy were reported to him, and fhewed him the neceffity of* 
directing thither the armament which he had fitted out again!! the 
Parthians, in order to re-eliablifli his mtercfl, and to lave the remains - 

r 
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K of his power. **. Having committed the command of his forces in 
Afia therefore to Ventidius, he fleered for Greece. Upon his arrival 
at Athens, he was received by Fulvia, whofe falutations were, pro- 
bably, Iefs flattering than thofe to which he had been lately accuf- 
tomed in Egypt. The hufband and the wife, on this occafion, were 
mutually difpofed to blame and to recriminate. He complained of 
the flame which had been fo unfeafonably raifed in his affairs in Italy, 
and flie of his notorious infidelities to her bed, and of his remiflhefs 
m the care of his intereft. She was fuppofed, in fomenting the late 
quarrel with Octavius, to have acted fo much from jealoufy of Cleo- 
patra, as to have induftrioufly created troubles in Italy, in order to 

haflen the return of her hufband from Egypt. 

At Athens, Antony was likewife met by Scribonius Libo, the fa- 
ther-in-law of Sextus Pompeius, who, under pretence of conducting 
his mother Julia in fafety to her fon, brought overtures of an al- 
liance and propofals, to form fome concert for the conduct of their 
operations on the oppofite coafts of Italy againft Octavius. To this 
propofal, however, Antony made no decifive reply. In the late par* 
tition of the empire, Italy was not made a part in the feparate lot 
of any of the Triumvirs j but being equally open to all of ft: em, 

Antony profeffed being on his way thither, not as an enemy of Oc- 
tavius, but as his colleague in the government, equally interefted 
with himfelf to preferve the capital of the empire undifturbed. In 
anlwer to Libo, therefore, he acknowledged his obligation to Sextus 
Pompeius, for the honourable manner in which he had treated his 

relation, allured him, that if an opportunity offered, he lhould be 

happy to return the favour ; and that if he were obliged to make war 
on Octavius, he lhould be glad of Pompey's afliftance ; or, in cafe 
matters were accommodated otherwife, lhould not neglect his intereft 
in adjufting the treaty. 
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O&avius being informed of this interview, feized the opportunity c 
which it gave' him of raifmg fufpicions againft Antony in the minds 
of the veterans. He publifhed the intelligence he had received of 
his correspondence with the head of the .Pompeian faction, and re- 
prefented it as a prelude to fome fcheme/pr reftoring the enemies of 
the late Czfar, for re-eftabliftiing the ancient poffeffors of land in 

Italy, and, coniequently, for difpoffefling the veterans of the fettle- 
ments recently made in their favour. By fn reading thefe reports in 
the army, -he took meafures to flrengthen himfejf, in .cafe he fhould 
find it neceffary to refufe his colleague a free admiffion into any of 
the ports of Italy. 

Soon after the reduction of Perufia, Calenus, who commanded a 
confiderable body of Antony's forces at the foot of the Alps, dying, 
O&avius repaired to the quarters of thofe troops, gained them over to 
his own intereft, and, in order to fecure their fidelity, made the necef- 
fary change of their officers. By thefe means, after he had fup- 
planted the party of his rival in all the towns which they held in 
Italy, he now difpoffefied them of the Cifalpine Gaul, for which 
their leader had fo long contended againft -the Senate. 

At the arrival of Antony in Greece, Octavius could mufter a land 
force greatly fuperior to any that could be formed againft him, even 
by the junction of his rival with jEnobarbus and Sextus Pompeius ; 
but he was fo much inferior in (hipping, that if their fleets fhould 
unite, they muft be mafters of the coaft, and prevent all the import- 
ations by which Italy was fupplied from abroad. To fow the feeds 
of fome jealoufy between them, or to counteract the intrigues of An- 
tony with Scribonius: Libo and with Sextus Pompeius, he made of- 
fers of marriage to Scribonia, the fifter of Libo, and aunt of P.om- 
pey's wife ; and this :propofal being favourably received by the bro- 
ther,, he. fent Mucia,. the mother of Sextus Pompeius, with an ho- 
nourable retinue v .to engage her fonlikewife to.promote the intended 
Vql. Ill G g alliance. 
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alliance. By thefe means, he hoped to amufe, or to foften, the animo- 
Sty of that family againft himfelf; or at leaft, by thefe appearances of a 

friendly cc^Tefpondence with Sextus Pompeius, in his turn, to alarm 
Antony, and thus to difconcert any plan which his rival, in the pro- 

fpect of a breach with himfelf, might have formed for a coalition 

with the remains of the republican party. This marriage with Scri- 
bonia, was the fecond project of the fame kind which Octavius had 
formed before the age of twenty-four, merely to lull the vigilance, 

cr to blunt the animofity of his antagonifts, while he himfelf con- 
tinued to purfue his principal object with unremitting attention and 
ardour. 

Antony, in every comparifon with O&avius, not only had the 
advantage of years, but was reckoned the better foldier 5 and having 
had the principal (hare, if not the whole honour of the victory at 
Philippi, had great authority in the army, and was likely, wherever 
he appeared, to be favourably received by all the troops who had 
any where ferved under his command. Thefe, however, upon his 
approach to Italy, under various pretences, were fent by his crafty 
rival into the diftant provinces, Lepidus too, although he had hi- 
therto acquieiced in the late partition of the empire, by which he 

had been ftript of his equal fhare in the power of a Triumvir j yer, 
as he was fufFered to retain the title, and might throw his weight 

into the fcale cf either of the other parties, or furnifh a pretence for 
"ibme part of the army to follow him, it was thought proper, on the 

pre fent occafion, to remove him to a diitance. For this purpofe, 
the government of Africa was affigned to him, and he himfelf, with 

fix 'legions of doubtful inclinations, was difinifled to take poffeffion 
cf tliat province. 

While Octavius was thus ftrengthening himfelf in Italy, or re- 
moving every object of diftruft from that country, Antony, with a 
kfs pacific appearance than he had hitherto preferved, fet out from 

2 ' Athens.;. 
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Athens, and leaving Fulvia ill at Sicyon, joined at Corcyra his fleet, c 
which had come round the Peloponnefus, and from thence failed with 
two hundred galleys for the coaft of Italy. He was joined by 
jEnobarbus in his paflfage, and fteered dire&ly for Brundifium. As 

there was no declared quarrel betwixt himfelf and Oclavius, he ex- 
pected to be admitted into this port ; but being difappomted in this 
expectation, he landed at fome diftance from the harbour, and in- 
verted or blocked up the town by fea and by land. Having thus 
committed hoflilities, he no longer hefitated in accepting the alliance 
of Sextus Pompeius againfl O&avius, and propofed to him to make 
a defcent fome where on the oppolite coaft of Italy, to diftract the 
forces of their common enemy, while he himfelf continued the liege 
of Brundifium. 

Sextus Pompeius accordingly, notwithstanding that the marriage of 
liis relation Scribonia with Octavius had taken place, not fuffering 
himfelf to be impofed upon by this artifice, landed at Thurio, in the 
bay of Tarentum, made himfelf matter of that place, and of the 
country from thence to Confentia. He, at the fame time, fent 

■ 

Mamas, one of his admirals, into Sardinia, who got pofTefTion of 
that ifland, and gained to his party two legions that were ftationed 
there. 

Ottavius fent Agrippa to oppofe Pompey, while he himfelf acf- 
vanced for the relief of Brundifium, but in a manner which con- 
firmed the former fufpicions of his perfonal courage. Being taken 
ill on the march, he flopped ftiort at Canufium, and fufFered Brun- 
difium to fall into the hands of his rival. Agrippa acted with more 
vigour ; prefled upon the enemy who had landed near Tarentum, 
obliged them to abandon their conquefts, and to take refuge in their 
Ihips. 

After Antony had got poffeffion of Brundifium, h foon appeared 
that this unprofitable quarrel was equally difagreeable to the armies 
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B 0^0 K on both fides, and each of the leaders, in order to exculpate himfelf 
l— y—^ to the troops, endeavoured to load his antagonrft with the blame* 

Antony complained that, without any offence on his part, the ports 
of Italy had been ihut up againft him. O&avius recriminated, by 
alleging the correfpondence of Antony with the Pompeian party, and 
excufed his own condud, in the order he had given tc (hut the port 
of Brundifium, alleging, that this precaution was taken, not againft 

Antony or the troops in his fervice, but againft Jinobarbus, one of 

the aflaffins of Czefar, whom Antony had engaged to make war upon 
Italy. 

In whatever manner thefe reprefentations were received, as the 
troops had frequent intercourfe, their mutual inclinations to peace 
became known to each other ; and officers, who had accefs to both 
their leaders, made formal propofals to effect a reconciliation be- 
tween them. Antony, to evince his willingnefs to fpare the blood 
of the legions r difmiffed iEnobarbus, under pretence of employing 
him to execute a commiffion in Bithynia, and at the fame time fent 
inftru&ions to Sextus Pompeius to withdraw from the coaft. 

In this difpofition of the parties, accounts were received of thb 
death of Fulvia, an event which greatly facilitated the negociation for 
peace, as it gave hopes of cementing the alliance of parties by a fa- 
mily connection. It was accordingly propofed, that the filler of 
Odavius, and the widow of Marcellus, fhould be married to An- 
tony : and, upon this bafis, a treaty was framed, including a new 
partition of the empire, by which all the Eaft, from the Euphrates to 
Codropolis on the coaft of Illyricum, was ailigned to Antony. The 
Weft, from thence to the Ocean and the Britifti Channel, was al- 

hgned to Oclavius. Italy, as the feat of government, and the prin- 
cipal nurfery of foldiers for the fupply of their armies, was to be 
equally open to both. Lepidus was fuffered to remain in the poffef- 
Con of Africa. jEnobarbus was included in this treaty, and declared 

at 
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at peace with the heads of the empire \ but Sextus Pompeius, notwith- 
ftanding his late confederacy with Antony, and his newly contracted 
relation with O&avius was ftill to be treated as an enemy. He 
was to be oppofed by O&avius, while the war with the Parthians was 
fuppofed fufficient to occupy the forces of Antony. 

Upon the conclufion of this treaty, the leaders gave mutual enter- 
tainments, and the troops, releafed from the unprofitable tail of mak- 
ing war on each other, returned to the more agreeable occupation of 
receiving the rewards of their fervices. They underftood, that 
Antony had gone into Afia to raife the money, which was wanted to 
pay off their arrears, and to fatisfy their claims : they had manifold 
[cores, in which they ftated the rewards and gratuities which they 
had been made to expect on different occafions, and they now be- 
came clamorous, in particular, for the fums which had been fo libe- 
rally promifed them before the battle of Philippic The fame vio- 
lence which they had been taught to employ againft the civil govern- 
ment of their country, they were ready at times to turn againft their 

own leaders. They addre/Ted their demands, on the prefent occafion, 
chiefiyto Antony. From him they required an account of the money 
he had collected in Afia j and furrounding him in a mutinous man- 
ner, would not have abftained from violence to his perfon, if they 
had not been pacified by Octavius, who, having' been the inftrument 
of former liberalities,. had credit enough with the army to make them 

acquiefce in the apology which was made for the delay of their pay- 
ment, and in the- frefli affiirances, which were now given, that all 

- 

the promifes, f which had been formerly made to them, fhould be 

faithfully performed. 

All difcontents for the prefent being fufpended, the legions fub- 
mitted to be fent into different quarters, and the leaders, with every 
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appearance of a perfect reconciliation, fet out for Rome. They 
made their entry into the city together, on horfeback, and drefled 
in triumphal robes; they were received by the People, of every 
rank and condition, with demonftrations of joy, which, under the 

fenfe of a deliverance from the profpect of a civil war, that had 

fo recently threatened the inhabitants of Italy, was very general and 
very fmcere. 

The pacific appearances, with which the joint fovereigns of the 

empire made their entry at Rome, were confirmed by the actual mar-' 

riage of Antony with O eta via ; and it was expected, that the late 

rivals, now become brothers, by this marriage, were to govern for 
the future with much cordiality and mutual confidence. Antony, to 
evince the fincerity of this intention on his own part, put Manius, 
the confident of his brother and of Fulvia, to death, as being the 
fuppofed author of the late tumults in Italy ; and probably, the more 
fully to fhew how far he was willing to facrifice every confideration 
to his prefent connection, he betrayed a fecret correfpondence, which 
Salvidienus, an officer ferving under Octavius, had maintained with 

himfelf during the fiege of Brundifium. This officer, in confe- 
quence of the detection, being condemned for treachery, killed him- 
felf 1 **. 

Upon the faith of thefe public renunciations of all partial at- 
tachments, Octavius and Antony, in the character of collegiate fo- 
vereigns, pa{Ted the remainder of the prefent year, and the whole of 

the following, at Rome, with great appearance of concord. This 
circumftance was in fome meafure afcribed to the difcretion of Oc- 

tavia, who, during the fame period, was delivered of a child to An- 
tony, and by the birth of this new relation, gave an additional 

pledge for the continuance of their union ; but, nowithftanding thefe 

** Livii Epitome, lib. exxvii. 
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flattering appearances, Italy ftill fuffered under the diftreffes of a war, 

fubfifting with thofe who were in pofleffion of Sicily and Sardinia. 
. Sextus Pompeius, exafperated by the treatment he had received 

from both parties in- the late quarrel and reconciliation, and now 
poffeffed of a considerable naval force, blocked up the ports of Italy, 

and prevented the ufual importation of corn. The inhabitants of 

the towns were reduced to great diftrefs. Thofe of the metropolis, 
in particular, became outrageous, and, in contempt of the military 
force by which they were governed, rofe in tumults, pulled down 
the houfcs of perfons to whom they imputed their fufferings, and 

even attacked the Triumvirs with reproaches and violence. Having 
furniflied thcmfelves with arms, they refifted the troops that were' 
employed to quell them, and,. in their frequent conflicts, covered the 

ftreets with the (lain. 
The Triumvirs were inclined to end thefe troubles, by urging 

with vigour the war againft Pompey, in order to oblige him to open 

the feas ; but for this purpofe, a great reinforcement of fhipping 
was ncccflary, and a tax was impofed, in order to defray the expence 
of a fleet. A public burden, coming fo unfeafonably, . greatly en- 
creafed the general .diicontent. The inhabitants of Rome, although 

they had fuffered themfelves to be ftript of their political confequence 
as Roman citizens, ftill felt the wants of nature, and were provoked 

by exactions that affected their property : . they took courage from the 

diforders of the times, and ventured to cenfure an ufurpation, which 
they had not dared to refift. " Italy, the head of the empire," they 
faid, long ufed to exemption from all taxation, was not only torn by 
domeftic wars, but impoverifhed by an extortion that was praclifed 
to fupport quarrels, not with foreign enemies, but with Romans, 
and to gratify the vanity. or emulation of fellow-citizens, who' ex- 
haufted all the ftrength of the commonwealth, merely to appro-" 

prate the government of it to themfelves ; for this, fo many 
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BOOK « refpe&able citizens had been profcribed ; for this, fword and -ia- 

u mine were ftill permitted to rage, and the children of the firft fa- 
" milies of Rome, in order to revenge their perfonal wrongs, and 
" even to procure their fubfiftence, were forced to act the part of 
K banditti and of pirates." 

The populace of Rome, inftigated by thefe reprefentations, tore 
down the proclamation, in which the new tax was impofed ; and 

feeming to recover their former confequence, though now under 
the government of military force, they became more riotous and 
dangerous than they had been in the utmoft abufe of their civil li- 
berty, and in the height of their democratical power. 

It became neceffary, on account of the riots, and the growing fear- 

:city of bread, to open a negociation with Sextus Pompeius, as the 
■fpeedieft means of relief from the prefent diftrefs. Odtavius once 
more availed himfelf of the relation he had acquired to the family of 

Pompey, by his marriage with Scribonia, invited Libo to a vifit in 

Italy, and by his means propofed an interview between the parties, 
<to be held at Puteoli in the bay of Bai?e. 

Sextus Pompeius having agreed to this propofal, came with his 

feet upon the coaft. Antony and Octavius went to Puteoli by land, 
attended by many of the principal citizens, and a numerous military 
eicort. In order that the parties might meet in fafety, it was pro- 
pofed, that each mould have a feparate platform, creeled on piles to be 
driven in the fea, reaching, on the one fide, from the more, on the 

other, from Pompey's fhip, fo as to bring the parties fufficiently near 
to hold their confe r ence, though ftill with fuch a fpace or interval 
between them, as might mutually fecure them from any infult or 

violence. 

Thefe preparations being made, the fleet of Sextus Pompeius 
ranged itfelf on the one fide, and the land army of the Triumvirs on 
Ihe other. As the interefts of all men were involved in the iflue, 

i their 
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expectations were greatly raifed. The mores, the cliffs, the high c 
lands were covered with fpe&ators, who gazed on the fcene, and 
anxioufly waited for the event. At the firft conference, the Trium- 
virs offered Pompey a fafe return to Rome, with an equivalent for 
his father's eftate. He demanded admiflion into the Triumvirate* 
inftead of Leptdus, who appeared in effect to be already excluded. 
As they parted without any agreement, a general diflatisfaftion ap- 
peared among their adherents and followers on both fides. Pompey 
feared the defection of many who had hitherto followed him ; and as 
he had lately put Murcus, a principal officer of his party, to death, 
from a jealoufy of this fort, he was inclined to believe that many of 
his party were difpofed to accept of any terms, and to treat for 

themfelves. 

The diftreffes of Italy, on the other hand, ftrongly urged the 

Triumvirs to make the necelTary conceffions ; and both parties came 
to a fecond interview, with better inclinations to adjuft their differ- 
ences. It was accordingly agreed, that Pompey fhould remain in pof- 
feffion of Sicily, Sardinia, and Corfica ; that the Peloponnefus mould 
likewife be ceded to him, and a fum of money be paid in compenfa- 
tion for the loffcs of his family 11 ; that all the exiles, now under his 
protection, except fuch as were concerned in the death of Cxfar, 
mould be reftored to their country, and to a fourth part of their 
former eftates ; that the navigation of the feas of Italy fhould be free, 
and veLels immediately fuffered to pafs from Sicily, and all the neigh- 
bouring countries, which were accuftomed to fupply the Italians with 
corn. 

This treaty being ratified, was tranfmitted to Rome, and com- 
mitted to the keeping of the Veftal Virgins. Every caufe of hoftility 
or diftruft between the parties being thus done away, their platforms 

13 15,500,000 Drach. or Denarii, about 300,000 1. Zonoras, lib. x. p. 283, c. 21. 
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were joined by a bridge of planks, and they embraced each other. 
Thofe, who were near enough to fee this figna! of peace, raifed a 
fliout, which was returned from the multitudes which crowded 
the fhips and the neighbouring fhores. Every one took a part 
in the joy that was occafioned by the prefent event, as having 
fuffered under the diftreffes and hardlhips which were now brought 
to an end. 

Hiftorians, feeming to feel for thofe who were concerned in this 
tranfa&ion, have exerted their genius in defcribing it ; and, among 
other particulars, have recorded, that friends and relations, who had 
been long feparated, being to meet in peace, crowded with great 
ardour to the ftrand ; that perfons who had no fuch particular motive, 
being feized with the general contagion, preUed to have a nearer 
view of the fcene ; that numbers were fuffocated in the crowd; that 
many from the boats and fhips leapt into the fea, and waded or fwam 
to land, and were met from the more by others who expe&ed to 
recover their relations and friends ; that fhouts of joy, or cries of 
defpair, were raifed, according as they were feverally fuccefsful or 

difappointed in this expectation : that parents and children, difap- 

pointed in their hopes of meeting each . other, tore their hair, 

and fell into agonies of grief, the whole exhibiting, though in a fup- 
pofed termination of public calamities, a lively expreffion of the 

diftreis which the late troubles had occafioned, and ftriking marks of 
the wounds which were recently open, and bleeding in the vitals of 

the commonwealth, and in the bofom of every private houfe M . 

At the clofe of this fcene, the leaders mutually invited each other 
to a feaft Pompey, by lot, gave the firft entertainment on board 
his fhip ; he made an apology for the want of accommodation, and 
playing on the word Carina^ which fignified a flrip, and likewife 
was the name of his late fathers villa and garden in the fuburbs of 

** Dio. Caff, lib. xlviii. c 37. AppUn. de Bell. Civ. lib. v. 
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Rome, which were occupied by Antony, " This," he faid, " is now 
" my Carina." While the company were yet onboard, Menas, 

once the Have of the great Pompey, but now emancipated, and the 

firft fea-officer in the fleet of his fon, whifpered hir», that then was 
the time to revenge the death of his father and of his brother, and 
to recover the rank of his family, by difpatching thefe authors of all 
their calamities. " Let me cut the cable," he faid, u and put to 

" fea ; I promife you that none of them fhall efcape." " This might 

" have been done by Menas, without confulting me," faid Sextus ; 
" but my faith is facred, and muft not be broken." 

The guefts accordingly were fuffered to depart, without having, in 
arty way, been made fenfible of the danger they ran, and they gave 
entertainments in their turns. At thefe feafts, additional articles 
were thought of to confirm the treaty, and to regulate frhe meafures 
of the future adminiftration. To ftrengthen the coalition of parties, 
tTie daughter of Sextus Pompeius was betrothed to Marcellus, the 
nephew of Ottavius, and now the flep-fon of Antony; The fuccef- 
fion to the Confulate was fi$ed for four years. Antony and Libo 
were named Confuls for the firft year, Csefar and Pompey were to 
follow, next iEnobarbus and Sofius, and laft of all Antony and 
Crefar. Under the adminiftration of thefe laft, it was fuppofed that 
the public order and public tranquillity might be fo well reftored ; for 
this was the language which the Triumvirs ftill affected to hold, 
that the republic would no longer need the interpofition of extraordi- 
nary powers, and might be left to run its ufual courfe. 

Sextus Pompeius fet fail for Sicily ; the collegiate fovereigns of the 
empire fet out on their return to Rome j and, in their entry to the city, 
paired through multitudes, who, on the prefent occafion, gave very 

fmcere demonftrations of ioy. The People flattered themfelves, that 
they were now to experience no more of their late diftreiTes — no 

H h 2 more 
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more civil difTentions — no more tearing of the father from his family, 
to ferre in the wars — no more oppreffion and cruelty from the licen- 
tioufhefs of armies — no more defertion of flaves — no more devaftation 
of their lands — no more interruption of agriculture — no more fa- 
mine. In the return of exiles, who lately fled from the fwords of 
their fellow-citizens, but who were now reftored to the enjoyment 
&{ peace and fecuriry, they might perceive, it was faid, the fureft 

evidence cf a general act of oblivion for all offences, and a termina- 
tion of all party animofities and difputes. 

Ocxavius and Antony, during the remainder of their continuance 
together at Rome, paffed their time in literary amufements, and in 

the fafiiionable paftimes of the age, cock-fighting and quail-fighting 15 , 

They conducted affairs of State with fo much concord and filence, 
that no public tranfaction is mentioned, befides the completing of the 
aquedu&s projected by Julius Csfar, and the celebration of the fef- 
tivals, which had been vowed for the deftruftion of thofe who had 
cenfpired againft his life t5 . 

*s Plutarca, in Antonio. ** Dio. Caff. lib. xlviii. c. 32, 33. 
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alfo/W of Parthian Invafion of Syria. Arrangements of 08 a- 

vius and Antony. Departure of the latter ', and Refidence at 

Athens. State of the Commonwealth. Marriage of Oclavius 

with Livia.——War with Sextus Pompehts. Actions near the 

Straits of Mejina.——Agrippa fncceeds to the Command of 0 Ba- 
vins' s Fleet. His Viclory at Sea. Flight of Sextus Pomfieius. 

Breach between Oclavius and Lepidus* 




UCH was the ftate of affairs at Rome, when the accounts which chap. 
k had been fucceffively received from Syria, made the prefence of 
Antony appear to be neceffary in that part of the empire which had 
been fpecially committed to his care, His lieutenant Defidius Saxa, 

in oppofing the Parthians under Pacorus and Labienus, had received 

a defeat, and being unable to brook his misfortune, had killed him- 
felf. In confequence of this cataftrophe, the province of Syria was 
over-run by the enemy. Tyre, and all the principal towns on the 
coaft were already in their hands, and the province of Cilicia lay 
open to their inroads. 

Upon this report, Antony fent forward Ventidius, to collect fuch 
forces as yet remained in the province of Afia, and to give fomepre- 
fent check to the immediate progrefs of the Parthians, while he him- 
felf propofed to follow, and to conduct the war in perfon. Before 
his departure, he obtained from the Senate and People the form of 
an act to confirm all the arrangements which the Triumvirs had 

made refpetting the revenue, or any other department of the State, 
In concert with his colleague he made up the roll of the Senate, and 
marked out the fuccefhon of Confuls and other titular magiftrates for 

eight 
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eight years. In their choice of perfons for thefe feveral honours, 

each was careful to balance the nomination of his rival with an equal 
number of his own dependants, clients, and perfons over whom he 
had intire influence ; and in this competition for power, they named 
for the offices of State mere aliens, foldiers of fortune, perfons who 
had recently obtained their freedom, or confidential Haves manumit- 
ted for this purpofe \ 

Thefe arrangements being made, Antony, attended by his wife 
O&avia, fet out for Athens. Here he learned that the war in Syria 
tvas in a great meafure at an -end ; that Pacorus, the fon of the king 
of Parthia, with Labienus, having attacked Verttidius in his camp, 
were repulfed ; that their forces had been afterwards routed in dif- 
ferent encounters, and difperfed ; that Pacorus himfelf was killed 1 ; 
that Labienus had fled, in difguife, into Cyprus, was difcovered, 
taken, and put to death ; that the Parthians had abandoned all their 
conquefts in Syria and in Paleftine, and were haftening to repafs the 
Euphrates. 

Antony, upon this termination of a war, which fo much alarmed 
his divifion of the empire, probably would have been inclined to re- 

• ■ 

turn into Egypt 5 but as the prefence of Odavia rendered a vifit to 
Geopatra improper, he determined to take his refidence at Athens. 
From thence he diftributed to his officers their feveral ftations and 
provinces, and diipofed of kingdoms on the frontier to princes who 
iblicited his protection : that of Ponrus he beftowed on Darius the 
fon of Pharnaces, and grandfon of Mithridates ; that of the Jews 
and Samaritans, on Herod ; that of Pyfidia, on Amyntas ; and that 
of Ciiicia, on Polemon. During the winter he had dropped all the 

1 Oce Maximo;, being in the nomination nation, and, as a punifliment due for his pre- 
fer the c£ce of Qnxfior, was claimed and famption, was thrown from the Tarpeian 
adjudged to be a flave; another perfon of rock. Dio. Cafl*. lib. xlviii. c. 34. 

the fame condition was difcovered in 2 high :. * Plot, in Antonio. * 4 
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retinue of a Roman officer of State, refigned himfelf to eafe, domeftic 

pleafures, and the converfation of the learned 3 . 

In the intervals of relaxation, fome fpecies of extravagance and 
diffipation ever make a part in the hiftory of Antony's life. The re- 
ports, however, which remain of his behaviour at Athens, may, in a 
great meafure, be confidered as a part of the reproach, which his 
enemies, to juftify their own caufe, have thrown upon his memory; 
and which they have been able, by becoming the vi&orious party, 
to fix upon his name for ever. He is faid, at fome of his entertain- 
ments, to have perfonated Bacchus the young and irrefiftable con- 
queror of the world, and to have carried this extravagance fo far, that 
the Athenians were encouraged to pay their court, by propofing a 

marriage between himfelf and their goddefs Minerva. But to ihow 
that he carried fome reafon in his madnefs, he accepted the match, 

under condition that the bride fhould be accompanied with a fuitable 

portion; and in this jeft turned the fervility of his flatterers to profit, 
by exacting ten millions of drachmas 4 . 

But in whatever manner Antony paffed his fuppofed leifure at 
Athens, Octavius, whofe conduct, on moft occafions, is a manifefl 
contrail to that of his colleague, did not fail to avail himfelf of the 
advantages of his fituation in Italy, the fuppofed head of the empire, 
and of the bent of the times to monarchy, by uniting, as much as 
poffible, all the channels of influence in his own perlbn. 

The concerts of the firft Csefar with Pompey and CraiTus, though 
named a Triumvirate, were the mere effects of a private combina- 
tion to over-rule the public councils, and to difpofe of every pre* 
ferment, or place of emolument or truft. But the powers now ex- 
ercifed by Ottavius, Antony, and Lepidus, though extorted by 
force, had at leaft the nominal fan&ion of a legal appointment, and 

3 Appian. de Bell. Civ. p. 714. 4 About 300,000!. Dio. Caff. lib. xlviii. c. 39. 

were 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



were of the nature of thofe extraordinary commiffions which had 
been frequently given in every age of the republic, and which were 
not improperly calculated for any uncommon emergence, or ar- 
duous Hate of affairs. A commiffion of Triumvirate, in fo great an 

exigency of the State, profeffedly given to reftore its tranquillity, and 
je-eftablifh public order, if it had been freely granted, was well 
enough fuited to former precedents, and preferred the analogy of 
Roman forms, infomuch, that if the People had been lefs corrupted, 
the government of the republic might have been eafily reftored. 

The titles of Senate and People, of Conful, Prsetor, and other 
magiftrates or officers of State, were flill retained, and preferved 
the appearance of antient formalities, whether in the legiflature, or 
in the exercife of executive power. The fame members which 
formed the antient political body were fuppofed to exift, though 

much debilitated, and funk in difeafe. The Senate confifted of 
•perfons willing to fubmit, or known to favour, the prefent ufurp- 
ation : fuch perfons only were now to be found. Thofe of a 
different defcription had fallen in the civil wars, or perifhed 
in the late executions and maffacres; and if they had ftill re- 

rnained, would not have been fuffered to take a part in the go- 
vernment of the State by thofe who, under the title of Triumvirs, 
had engrofled all its functions. Even the pretended Comitia were no 
longer thofe overbearing conventions, in which multitudes affembled 
in a tumultuary manner, affumed the prerogatives of theRoman People, 
difpofed of elections, or carried their own mandates into execution with 
irrenilable force. This part of the republican conftitution was become 

a mere name, employed to ratify the acts of the Triumvirs, and to con- 
firm their nomination of perfons to office. The forms of their meeting, 
however, as well as thofe of the Senate, were retained to give a 
fan&ion to deeds which might, aot.be fuppofed of permanent autho- 

.4 '"' rit >' 
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my, without the well known initials of the Senate and People of 
Rome J . 

As the fupreme power, and the exercife of every public function, 
both at Rome and in the provinces, were now vefted in his pretended 
commiflion, the ordinary offices of State • were filled up merely for 
the fake of form, or rather that there might be an opportunity to 
oblige particular perfons in their advancement to public honours. 
The titles of Prsetorian and Confular rank, retained by thofe who 

had filled thofe offices in the commonwealth, were come to refemble 

the titles of honour by which the nobles are diftinguifhed in mo- 
narchies ; and men had, for fome time, begun to covet the office, 
not on account of the power it conferred, but for the fake of the title 
it was to leave behind, with the perfons by whom it had once been 

poffefTed. 

For this reafon the antient denominations of office were not 

likely to be difcontinued at Rome, even upon the eftablifliment of 
monarchy. The regular term of a year indeed was already no 
longer annexed to the idea of magiftracy. The honour of having 
been Conful or Prsetor for a few months, for a few days, or even for 
a few hours, gave the precedency that was wifhed for j and many, 
as foon as they had taken pofTeffion of the office, were 
make way for others to whom the fame favour was intended. 

In this manner, during the joint-refidence of O&avius and An- 
tony at Rome, Afinius Pollio, and Domitius, holding the Confulate, 
were made to refign it, in order that two others might be admitted 
for a few days, of whom one was L. Cornelius Balbus, a native of 
Gades in Spain, and the firft of his family that ever had a place on 
the rolls of the People as a citizen of Rome. But this new citizen 
had followed Julius Csefar, and amaffed a confiderable fortune in his 
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fervice. To others, the dignity of Prsetor and of Edile, vacated on 
purpofe, was transferred for a feu* hours. Thefe preferments gave 
no claim, as in the former times of the republic, to the government 
of provinces ; they gave no influence, and fcarcely prefcribed any 
function in the city. 

In this general abufe of the civil inflitutions, now reduced to 
mere titles and forms, the Tribunes of the People, by means 
of the fuperftitious regard that was paid to their perfons, ftili 
retained a part of their confequence ; and Octavius, inftead of at- 
tempting to reduce it, affected to revere this facred repofitory of 
the People's rights, in defence of which Julius Csefar made war 
on the Senate ; and inftead of attempting to remove the defences 

with which thefe officers were provided againft violence, he procured 

his own name to be infcribed in their lift, and took part in a facred cha- 
racter which he could not deftroy ; in this, as in many other particulars, 
difcovering an admirable difcernment of the means that were neceflary 
to palliate a recent ufurpation; and feeming to profit by the experience 
of his late uncle, who, after he had overcome every ferious refin- 
ance, fell a facrifice to trifles, and to the fecurity and oftentation with 
which he affumed the ftate of a monarch. 

About this time is dated a confiderable alteration made in the Ro- 
man law, by the addition of a rule refpecting the effect of laft wills. 
This rule is afcribed to Falcidius *, one of the colleagues of Octavius in 
the college of Tribunes. Hitherto Roman citizens were free to be- 
queath their fortunes at pleafure, and to divide them in any propor- 
tion among their friends or acquaintance, whether relations or 
ftrangers ; and property held a courfe in its paflage, by fucceflion, 

from one generation to another, which excluded no perfon whatever 
from the hopes of inheritance, provided he could obtain the regard of 
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his fellow-citizehs. As it was the practice of every teftator, even when c ^ A p * 
he had no motive for difinheriting his neareft relations, to give fome 
teftimony in his will to the merit of every friend who furvived him, 
it was reckoned an honour to be mentioned in many wills, and 

perfons who had not the ordinary opportunities to amafs fortunes, 
either in the government of provinces, or in the farm of the reve- 
nues, might neverthelefs become rich by an extenfive and well-fup- 
ported courfe of good offices in the city. This practice is poflibly 
lefs fuited to monarchy, than it is to republics, and leaft of all to de- 
fpotical governments, where the matter wifhes to leave no will inde- 
pendent of his own. He can awe the living, but the dying efcape from 
his influence. This feeling perhaps already began to take place in the 
minds of the rulers at Rome, and in the minds of thofe who courted 
their favour; and it may have fuggefted the law of Falcidius, by 
which teftators were fuffered to difpofe, by will, of no more than 

three-fourths of their effects ; the other fourth was affigned to the 
heir at law. - - 

While Antony yet refided at Athens, Octavius pafled into Gaul 

on a progrefs to review his armies, and to make the proper difpofi- 

tion of his force in the provinces ; and it began to appear, that the late 

treaty, which had been concluded with Sextus Pompeius, was no more 

than a temporary expedient to procure relief to the inhabitants of 

Italy from the diftrefles with which they had been lately afflicted. 

The articles were never fully performed by either party. The family 

alliance, which Octavius had contracted with Sextus Pompeius in 

his marriage with Scribonia, by whom he had ifliie, a daughter af- U. C.^ij. 

terwards fo famous by the name of Julia, was likewife, about this p u p / C her" and 

time, broke off to make way for his marriage with Livia, a name p I ' a £°* anM 

already mentioned, and to be often repeated in the fubfequent parts 
of this hiftory. 

1 i 2 Marriage 
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Marriage had hitherto appeared to Octavius merely as the means 

of obtaining fome political end ; and he had already, in difficult 
tranfactions, twice availed himfelf of this expedient, although it is 
remarked by hiflorians, as an evidence of his youth, that, until bis 
marriage with Livia, his beard was not fufHciently grown to need 
the ufe of the razor. In this alliance, however, he feems to have 
had a different object; and was fo far from being led by utility alone, 
that he not only overlooked the want of it, but likewife got over many 

other difficulties which flood in his way. 

Livia Drufilk was the daughter of Livius Drufus, a citizen who 
had been in open enmity with Octavius and his party ; and who, in 
defpair, after the battle of Philippi, with other adherents of the re- 
public, had fallen by his own hands. The daughter had been mar- 
ried to Tiberius Claudius Nero, who alfo was a declared enemy of 
the Cselarean faction; and who, in the late conteft of parties in 
Italy, put himfelf at the head of the ejected land-holders of Campa- 
nia, joined Lucius Antoniu's, and, as has been mentioned on the 
reduction of Perufia, fled with his family into Sicily, where he took 
refuge with Sextus Pompeius.. Being included in the treaty of re- 
conciliation which was framed at Bake, he returned to Rome. His 
wife had already born him a, fon, afterwards, well known by the name 
of Tiberius, and was again with child, and fix months gone in her 

pregnancy, when it was propofed, that flie fhould part from her 
prefent hufband, and bring forth the child, of whom flie was then 
pregnant, in tfce embraces of Csfar. The priefts being confulted 
on the legality of this marriage, defired to know, whether the preg- 
nancy of Livia was well afceitained ; and being informed, that it was 
certain, made anfwer, That as there could arife nq doubt con- 
cerning the parentage of her offspring, her feparation from Tiberius 

Claudius, and her marriage with O&avius, were lawful. 

The 
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The change which now took place in the family of OctaviuSj by c 
his repudiating Scribonia, was confidered as the prelude to a war with 
Sextus Pompeius. Many articles of the late treaty had never been 
carried into execution. The Peloponnefus, under pretence of the 

time which was neceffary to recover fome arrears that were faid to 
be due to Antony in that province, had not, according to agree- 
ment, been delivered to Pompey. In j unification of other infrac- 
tions of the treaty, it was urged againft him, that, contrary to the 
faith he had given, he continued to augment his fleet, and fuffered 
his cruizers to commit depredations on the traders of Italy. Some 
pirates being taken, and threatened with the torture, alleged, in their 
own vindication, that they acted under his orders. The confeflions 
of thefe men being publiflied, with complaints and remonftrances; 
an altercation enfued that was likely to end in hoftilities and open 
war. 

After thefe complaints had become mutual between O&avlus and 
Sextus Pompeius, the rupture was haftened by the defection of 
Menas, one of Pompey V officers, the fame perfon who propofed to 
carry off Antony and Octavius, by cutting the cable while they were 
at dinner on board his matters fhip. This- officer, being intruded 
with the- command of a fleet in the ports of Sardinia, upon fome 
difguft to his mafter, entered into a correfpondence with Octavius, 
made offer of his fervice, and propofed to furrender the ifland. This 
act of perfidy became known-only by the acceptance and' execution 
of the offer. Octavius obtained the pofTeflion of Sardinia, and rer 
ceived Menas with fixty galleys into his fervice, rewarded his 
treachery by employing him in the fame rank which he poflefTed: 
under Sextus Pompeius, and by conferring upon him the gold ring^ 
the well known badge of nobilrty at Rome \ 



7 Dio. CalT. lib. xlviii, c. 4j. Oro/Ias, Appian, &c. 
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As this tranfa&ion took place while the treaty was yet fup- 
pofed to be in force, Pompey demanded that the traitor fhould be 
delivered up to him, and the ifland of Sardinia reftored ; but was 
anfwered, that he himfelf had been the aggreffbr, in giving refuge to 

deferters and fugitive flaves. 

Pompey, on receiving this anfwer, proceeded to immediate hoftili- 
ties 5 . He fent Menecrates, who fucceeded Menas in the chief 
command of his fleet, to the coaft of Campania, with orders to make 
reprifals, and to plunder Vulturnus, and fome other places of that 
neighbourhood. 

Octavius, on his part, had been fome time endeavouring to fupply 

his want of fliipping, had built fome veflels in the ports of Italy, 
which, with the addition of thofe he received by the defertion of 
Menas, put him in condition to enter on the war with advantage. 
He had ordered his equipments at two feparate ftations ; the one at 

Tarentum, the other on the coaft of Etruria 5 and, being now to 
make war on Sicily, he propofed to bring his naval forces together 
at Rhegium, in the ftraits of MeiSna. Thither he likewife direded 

a powerful land army to march, in order to invade the ifland, and 
to begin the war, by expelling Pompey from the principal feat of 



his power. He himfelf came round to Rhegium with that divifion 
of his fleet which had been fitted out at Tarentum. Calvifius com- 
ded the other divifion, and made fail from the coaft of Etruria 



to the fame place. 

Sextus Pompeius, having notice of this difpofition that was made to 
attack him, likewife divided his forces. He himfelf took poft at Mef- 
fina to obferve Oclavius, and fent Menecrates to intercept Galvifius, 
and to prevent the junction of their fleets. 

* Zonaras, lib. x. c. 23. 

Menecrates 
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Menecrates accordingly came in fight of his enemy in the evening c 
of the fame day, lay that night under the ifland iEnaria, while Calvifius 
came to anchor near Cumaj. Next morning, at break of day, both 
fleets got under fail ; but Calvifius, having orders to bring his divi- 
fion fafe to the general rendezvous at Rhegium, was defirous to 
avoid an engagement, and kept under the land. Menecrates, fleer- 
ing the fame courfe, kept abreaft of the enemy, till perceiving their 
tlefign to avoid him, by lying clofe to the fhore, he too flood in with 
the land to attack them. 

Calvifius, finding an action unavoidable, and thinking himfelf in- 
ferior in the fkill of his mariners, determined to bring his /hips to 

anchor under the land, where they could not be furrounded, and 

where his men, if attacked, having fmooth water, might ufe their 
fwprds as on folid ground ; and he accordingly formed a line clofe 
to the more, turning the prow and the beak of his fhips to the fea. 

In this pofition the fquadron of O&avius received the fhock of the 
enemy, and on the right, where Calvifius himfelf commanded, made 
a good defence, but in the centre, many of the fhips were forced 
from their anchors, and ftranded, or burnt. Menecrates, in coming 
to engage, diflinguifhed the galley of Menas, his antient rival, and 
the traitor to their common mailer ; bore down upon him, and, in 
the fhock, broke away the beak of his galley ; but, in patting along 
his fide, as the veffel brufhed, loft all the oars of his own fhip. They 
afterwards grappled, and fought till both the commanders were 
wounded ; and Menecrates, finding himfelf difabled, and in danger 
of being taken, went headlong into the fea. His galley inftantly 
ftruck, and was towed off by the enemy. This event, although the 
advantage was otherwife greatly on the fide of Pompey, difpirited 
the whole fquadron ; and Demochares, who fucceeded Menecrates in 
the command of Pompey's fleet, negle&ing the advantage he might 

have reaped from the fituation and lofs of the enemy, withdrew to 

i the 
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£ the ifland JJaaria, and from thence, on the following day, fet fail 

for Sicily. Calvifius, having endeavoured to repair his damage, 
continued his voyage, under the land, towards Rhegium. 

Oclavius, at the fame time, not knowing of this action, but being 
impatient to effect the junction of his fleets, made fail from Rhe- 
gium, and flood to the northward through the Straits. When the 
greater part of the fleet had paffed the port of Meflina, he was ob- 
ferved by Sextus Pompeius, who put to fea, and attacked his rear. He 
neverthelefs continued on his way through the gut, and would have 
declined an action, if it could have been avoided 5 but finding himfelf 
in danger of fuffering an abfolute defeat from the enemy, who, 
taking advantage of his courfe, preffed on his rear is an actual 

flight, he made a fignal to halt ; and from the fame motives which 
determined Calvifius to form under the land, making a like difpofi- 

tlon, he hoped, that, by being at anchor, his men might engage on 
equal terms with an enemy who were greatly fuperior in the manage- 
ment of their Ihips. In the event, however, he was much more un- 
fortunate than Calvifius, and had great part of his fleet either ftranded 
or burnt He himfelf, while his fliips were ftill engaged, left Cor- 

nificius to continue the fight, got on ftiore, and with a number of 
men, who had efcaped from the wrecks, took refuge on the neigh- 
bouring hills. 

At the approach of night, the lieutenant of Octavius, while the 
enemy ftill preiTed upon him, feeing the danger of having all his 
ihips forced on fhore before morning, made a fignal for the remains 
of the fquadron to cut their cables, and ftand out to fea. In making 
this movement, his own galley grappled with that of Demochares, 
and having difabled her, obliged the commander to move into an- 
other {hip. At this inftant the other divifion of Octavius's fleet, 
commanded by Calvifius, appeared to the northward ; being feen firft 

from the enemy's fleet, occafioned a fudden paufe in the action. 

j Pompey 
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Pompey, believing this, to be a frefh enemy, whom, after fo much 
lofs and fatigue, he was not in condition to engage, took his refolu- 
tion, to the great furprife of the fquadron he had vanquilhcd, to re* 
linquifh his prey, and retire to Meffina. 

Cornificius again came to anchor in the place of action, and being 
joined by Calvifius, pafled the night in taking an account of his da- 
mage, in faving fuch (hips as could be got off, or in removing the 

baggage and ftores from fuch as were afhore. Oclavius, at the fame 
time, made fires on the hills to aftemble the ftragglers who had efcaped 
from the wrecks, of whom many were found without arms or ne- 
ceffaries of any fort. 

Towards morning, a gale of wind arofe from the fouth, and rolled 
a great fea through the ftraits. It continued to blow all day and the 
following night ; during which time, Menas, being an experienced 

mariner, had not only originally come to an anchor with his divi- 
fion, as far as he could from the land, but continued all night to eafe 
his anchors, by plying againft the wind with his oars. Of the reft 
of the fleet, fuch fhips as were near the land having drove in the 
night, many perilhed on the rocks. At break of day the wind 
abated ; but, from the effects of the ftorm which had blown in the 
night, the ftrand was covered with dead bodies, and with the frag- 
ments of mips. The veifels that were (till afloat, being about one 
half of the fleet, having flopped for a little time to fave as many as they 
could from the wrecks, fet fail in a very mattered condition for 
Yibo. Here they arrived without any moleftation from the enemy, 
who were contented to have remained in fafety at Meffina. Octavius 
himielf having beheld the wreck of fo many of his fhips, took the 
route of Campania by land, and made the necefTary difpofitions to 
fruftrate any attempts which Pompey might make on the coaft. 

The fummer having been fpent in thefe undecifive operations, both 
parties prepared for a vigorous renewal of the contefl in the following 

Vol. III. - Kk - fpring. 
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£ ipring. Pompey himfelf continued to alarm the coaft of Italy 

during the winter, and fent Apollophanes* one of his officers, to make 
a defcent upon Africa. O&avius gave orders to repair the lofs of his 

fhips, and to recruit his land-forces* He had recourfe to the affiltance 
**• of Antony, who had hitherto expreffed a diflike to the war, and was 
probably j ealous of the accefEons of power which O&avius was likely 

* 

to gain by the deftruclion of Sextus Pompeius. 

Antony however, upon this requiution from his colleague, fet fail 

from Greece, and appeared atTarentum with a fleet of three hundred 
fiiips, though full undetermined, it is fuppofed, which fide he mould 
take in the prefent conteft. But Octavia, who had accompanied her 
hufband to Tarentum, had the addrefs to turn the fcale in favour of 

her brother. She undertook to be the mediator of their differences,. 

went on ihore, and procured an amicable interview between them, 
At this meeting they made an exchange of fea and land forces. An- 



tony gave to Ocravius a hundred and twenty mips, and had in return 
twenty thoufand legionary foldiers. To confirm the removal of all 
their fufpicions, Julia, the infant daughter of O&avius by Scribonia, 
was, on this occaiion, betrothed to Antyllis, one of the fons of An- 
tony by Fulvia ; and a daughter of Antony was betrothed to Domi- 
tius. Thefe fchemes of alliance, proje&ed in the infancy of the 
parties, never took effect, but were among the artifices with which 

the parents endeavoured to amufe each other. 

Ocbvius and Antony now agreed, with very little hefitation, that 

Pompey had forfeited the Confulate, the priefthood, and all the other 
advantages which had been yielded in his favour'by the late treaty j and 
they made new arrangements refpecting the fucceffion to office, in 
behalf of thsmfelves and their friends. The principal objecl: in thefe 
arrangements was the gratifying their adherents with titles of rank. 
In the preceding year, no lefs than fixty-feven perfons had palTed 

through the office of Pnetor. This dignity, as well as that of ConfuJ, 

was- 
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was frequently, for the fake of the title, taken up and refigned in c 

the fame day. The office of iEdile, which ufed to be of fo much 
confequence under the republic, as it gave an opportunity to court 
the favour of the. People with entertainments and lhows, being now 
of no value oh this account, and being the loweft in rank* though 
Hill expenfive, was generally declined \ i 
The period for which the pretended commiflion of the Triumvirs 

had been granted by the Roman Senate and People being now 

about to expire, O&avius and Antony, without having recourfe to 
the fame form, refumed the exercife of their power for five years 
longer. And having, in appearance, amicably fettled the fevera! 
points in difpute between themfelves, they feparatcd in purfuit of 
their refpe&ive obje&s ; Octavius being intent on the war with Sex- 
tus Pompeius, and Antony on that with the Parthians. But, to the 
great danger of their future agreement, the laft was no longer at- 
tended by Octavia, who had hitherto ferved as a bond of union be- 
tween them, and had checked the jealoufies and extravagancies of 
her hulLand. She had born him a child, was again pregnant, and 
being unable to attend him in the dangers to which he was likely to 
be expofed in the Parthian war, chofe to remain in Italy, and to fix 
her refidence at Rome ,0 . 

In the profpeft of the approaching campaign, Agrippa was recalled 

from Gaul, where he had been employed by Ottavius in the pre- 
ceding fummer, and during the mifcarriages on the coaft of Italy. 
This officer, although of mean extraction, rofe to the highefl ho- 
nours which could, in this ftate of his country, be attained by a 
citizen. As he was not born to the dignity and pretenfions of a 

Roman Senator, he cannot be accufed, with others, of having be- 
trayed that character ; but coming forward amidft the ruins of the 

9 Dio. Caff, lib. xlviii. c. 43 — 53. 

10 Appian. de Bell. Civ. lib. v. Dio. Caff. lib. xlviii. c. 46, &c. 
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republic, and after the extinction of thofe virtues which were ne- 

ceflary to its prefervation, he was the firft perfon who underftood 

and porTeiTed the habits and accomplifhments which are required in 
iupport of a monarchy ; fubmiflioh without fervility or bafenefs, ap- 
plication, fidelity, and courage ; eflimating honours by his neamefc 
to his prince, and merit by the degree in which he could promote 
his fervice '\ He had in the preceding fummer obtained fome 
victories on the Rhine, and was the firft Roman, after Julius Griar, 
who had paiTed that barrier of the German nations. Upon his ar- 
rival at Rome he might have had a triumph on account of theic 
fervices ; but preferring the refpect that was due to his m after, to 

the fenfe of his own perfonal confequence, he faid, that it did not 

become him to triumph while the affairs of Ca?far were not in 
profperity. 

Agrippa was by his genius qualified for the execution of magni- 
ficent works, as well as for the fteady and able conduct of military 

operations. Obferving, that the difafters of the preceding year were 
to be imputed, in fome meafure, to the want of harbours and proper 
retreats for Shipping on the weftern coaft of Italy, he made it his firft 
object, to fupply this defect:, by opening a communication from the 
fea to die lakes of Cums, which were fpacious bafons, and when 

thus rendered acceffible by navigable entries, might furnifh every 
conveniency for the reception and ccnftruction of fleets. In deferr- 
ing the maionry which was neceflary in the formation of thefe com- 
munications, mention is made of the peculiar advantage derived from 

the ufe of burnt earth taken from the neighbouring mountains ; and 
which being ufed for land in the compofition of mortar, made an 
excellent cement for buildings that were to remain under water '\ 

u Veil. P^ter. lib. ii. c. 79. ,s Dio. Caff. lib. xlviii. c. 48, 49, 5p, 51, 52. 
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While the fuinmer pafled in the execution of thefe works, and in c H^A P 
the equipment of a proper fleet to encounter that of Pompey, Menas, 
repenting of his late defertion, entered into a correfpondence "with his 
former mafter ; and being aiTured of pardon, withdrew with feven 
mips from the fleet of O&avius, then under the command of Cal- 
vifius, and returned to his former fervice. O&avlus took this oo 
cafionto fuperfede Calvifius, upon an imputation of neglect, and ap- 
pointed Agrippa to fucceed him in the conduct of the wan 

About a year was fpent in the equipment of fhips and in training u. C. 717. 
the mariners, which, for the convenience of harbours and docks, was PojScoi" 
executed as before, attwofeparate ftations; one at Tarentum, under pf a SS" riu * 
Statilitis Taurus, where the mips which had been furnifhed by An- ^ • Cocce ' tu * 

* Ncrva, P. 

tony ftill remained ; the other in the new harbour at Puteoli, under Suipicw* 
Agrippa. 

Lepidus, to fecond the operations of Octavius, had aflembled his 
forces on the coaft of Africa, and it was concerted that Sicily fliould 
he invaded in three places at once ; at Lillybamm, the neareft part to 
Africa, by Lepidus ; at Mylar, on the northern fide of the ifland, 
by Agrippa ; and at Taurominium, on the eaftern coaft, by Statilkis 
Taurus. It was projected that the armaments equipped for thefe 
different fervices, fliould be at their places of deftination as nearly as 
poflible about the firft of July. 

While thefe preparations were making, Octavius, refiding chiefly 
at Tarentum or at Cumce, left the adminiftration of civil affairs at 
Rome in the hands of Maecenas, who, though not veiled with any 
office of magiftracy, or any other public character befides that of a 
pcribn in the confidence of his mafter, poflefled a fupreme authority- 
Octavius himfelf, when the plan of the war was ripe for execution,, 
joined that divilion of his forces which was led by Agrippa, and failed 
from Puteoli at the appointed time ; but after he had crofled the bay of 

BaicCj to the promontory of Minerva, he met with a ftorm, by which. 

many 
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many of his fliips were damaged, and forced to put back into the 

port he had left. 

This accident was likely to difconcert the operations of the cam- 
paign, or to delay the invaiion of Sicily for another feafon. But 
the complaints of the people of Italy, fuffering under the obftrudion 
that was given by Pompey to the importation of corn, required an 
immediate relief. Some of the projected operations of the campaign 

were already begun, and required to be fupported. Lepidus had 
failed with the firft. divifion of his army, and had landed in the 
neighbourhood of Lillybaum, and Statilius Taurus had advanced 

from Tarentum to Leucopetra?, oppofite to Taurominium, the place 
at which he was ordered to make his defcent. Urged by thefe con- 
fiderations, O&avius, with fuch repairs as he could accomplifh, in 
about thirty days after he had been put back into port, again put to 
fea. At Strougyle' he learnt that Pompey, with the greater part of 
his fleet, lay off Mylse to guard that accefs to the ifland. Thinking 
this, therefore, a favourable opportunity to pufli his other attack 
from Leucopetra to Taurominium, he hirafelf returned to the coaft 
of Italy, landed at Vibo, went from thence by land to Leucopetra:, 
and put the fquadron from that place in motion for their intended 
defcent on Sicily. , 

While O&avius was thus employed at the other extremity of the 
Straits, Agrippa had come to an action with Pompey 's fleet off the 
harbour of Myte, and obliged them to put back into port with the 

lols of thirty fhips '\ This circumftance Hill farther confirmed Oc- 
tavius in his intention to pais with his army into Sicily ; and he 
accordingly, without meeting with any obftru&ion, arrived at Tauro- 
minium, and landed his forces. 

Sextus Pompeius, in the mean time, having had intimation of 
this dehgn, foon after the aclion at Myte, had withdrawn in the 
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night to Meffina ; and having put frefh men on board his mips, 
fleered for Taurominium, and came in fight of the harbour foon 
after the enemy had difembirked. By the unexpected appearance of 
a fleet much fuperior to his own, Octavius was greatly alarmed ; and 

leaving the command of the forces he hdd juft landed, to Cornificius, 

he ordered his fhips to flip their cables, and make" what fail they could 

to recover the harbour of Leucopetrse. He himfelf went on board a 

fmall pinnace, in order the better to efcape the purfuit of the enemy, 
and with a very few attendants landed in a creek on the coaft of Italy. 

His mips were difperfed, pare taken, and many ftranded on the oppo- 

fitc mores; but he himfelf made his way in the night to Leucopetra?, 
where a divilion of the army, under .MelTala, waited for the return 
of the fhips in which they were to follow the former embarkation. 

Oftavius, without being difconcerted by this difafter, or by a con- 
fcioufnefs of the part which he himfelf had acted, and which ferved 
to confirm all the former imputations of cowardice, without lofs of 
time fent immediate difpatches to all the ftations of his troops, to inti- 
mate his fafe arrival in the camp of Meffala. Before he fhiftcd his 
wet clothes, or took any food, he made all the neceflary arrangements ; 
fent a pinnace to Cornificius, whom he had left in the command of 
the army in Sicily, with orders to defend himfelf to the laft extre- 
mity ; and another to Agrippa, with inftructions to move as foon as 
he could, by fea or by land, to his relief. And he ordered Carinas, . 
who with three legions lay embarked at Vibo, to fail without lofs of. 

time, and to join Agrippa at Lipare. 

While Pompey paffed with his fleet along the coaft from Meffina : 
to Taurominium, he had ordered a great body of horfe on the fhore 
to keep pace, as nearly as poffible, with the motion of his fhips 5 andi 
as they approached to Taurominium, while he himfelf mould block 
up the harbour, to lay wafle the country, or to reftrain the foraging . 

parties of the enemy- 

Cornificius, 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



Ccrnifickis, whom Odavius had left in the command of l\U forces 
at this place, finding himfelf in danger of being furrounded, took his 
refolution to depart from the coaft, and, if poflible, to join Agrippa, 

wbc, he had reafon to believe, might by this time have effe&ed his 
landing at My Is, on the oppoilte fide of the ifland. He accordingly 
endeavoured to convey intelligence of his defign, and requefted 
Agrippa to come forward to meet him with a proper force, and 
with the necefiary fupplies, to give relief to his army, and to favour 
his jundion. 

The route by which Cornificius was moft likely to avoid Pompey's 
ftations, led by the Ikirts of Mount iEtna, and over barren tracts that 
were ftill covered, inftead of foil, with pumice and lava, which had 
been difcharged from the mountain, and which were not any where 

fupplied with vegetation or water. His way over this fpecies of foil 

lav through difficult pafies, occupied by the natives, who either ha- 
raiTed his rear, or difputed his paftage in front. But after having 

undergone great labour and diftrefs, and having loft a confiderahle 
part cf his army by fatigue and famine, he was met by Laronius, 

with a reinforcement of troops and fupply of provifions from Agrippa j 
and, upon the appearance of this relief, was fuffered by the enemy to 
continue the remainder of his march undifturbed. 

Thus the two feparate divifions of the army of Odlavius, with 
which he intended at once to have attacked the oppofite fides of the 
ifland, were affembled together on the northern coaft. Hither he 
himf:-lf icon after repaired, and began his operations by land at the 
head of twenty-one legions, twenty thoufand horfe, and above five 
thou fa nd light or irregular infantry. 

Pompey was yet ftrong in the neighbourhood of Meffina, or in 
that rngle of the ifland which pointed towards Italy. The ground 
being rugged, and mountainous in the interior parts, forming a ridge 

from Mount .Etna to the head of Pelorus, his quarters were acceflible 

only, 
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only, or chiefly, by the roads on the coaft, leading from My la? on C 
the one hand, and from Taurominium on the other, to Meifiria. Of 
jthefe communications he was ftill matter, by means of the for- 
treffes which he poffefled at Myte, and at Taurominium. As he fup- 
pofed that Lepidus, from the fide of Africa, would attempt to co- 
operate with the forces of Octavius from Italy, he had ftationed at 
Lilybxum .a part of his fleet, and a confiderable body of troops, 
commanded by Plennius, to oppofe the defcent and advances of the 
enemy on that quarter. The officer who had charge of his fleet on 
this ftation, had fuffered the firft embarkation of Lepidus to efcape 
and to effect their landing ; but being fo fortunate as to intercept the 
fecond, he in a great ineafure difconcerted the intended operation on 
that fide. 

Lepidus, with that part of the army he had landed in Sicily, re- 
mained inactive in the neighbourhood of Lilybxum, until having ac- 
counts that Octavius was arrived in the ifland, had united the different 

divifions of his army at Mylse, and had obliged Sextus Pompeius to 
collect all his force in the neighbourhood of Meflina, he fuppofed 
that the country from thence might be open to him ; and he accord- 
ingly, notwithftanding that Plennius, with a confiderable body of 
Pompey's forces, remained behind him at Lilybseum, marched from 

■ 

one end of the ifland to the other ; and having effected his junction 
with Octavius, they determined to prefs upon Pompey at once with 
their united forces both by fea and by land. 

In execution of this plan, Agrippa made a feint to land at the 
head of Pelorus ; and having drawn the attention of the enemy to 
that quarter, favoured the defign of Octavius, who, in the mean 
time, furprifed and took the fortrefs of Mylse. The combined 
army having gained this important advantage, continued to prefs 
upon Pompey, made movements which threatened to inveftMef- 
fma, and to cut off the communications of his fleet and army with 

Vol. III. L 1 the 
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the country In the neighbourhood of that city. In order to avoid 
thefe inconveniences, Pompey found hiinfelf under a neceflity to 
hazard a battle either by fea or by land, or wherever his antagonifts 
prefented an opportunity the mofl likely to procure him relief. He 
himfelf relied chiefly on his naval force ; and accordingly, Without 
feeking for any advantage of fituation or furprize, prefented himfelf 
to the enemy near to Naulochus, between the promontories of Mylx 
and Pelorus, and was there met by Agrippa. 

The fleets which were now to engage, confuted of about three 

hundred fhips on each fide. When formed in order of battle, their 

lines were nearly of equal extent. The conftruction of mips was the 

fame, and they advanced deliberately on fmooth water, without any 

circumftance that appeared to prognofticate the victory on either 

fide. The armies, at the fame time, were drawn upon the more, 
and in fight of the fcene which was to be acted before them. After 

an obftinate fight, in which the fleet of Pompey already fuffered con- 

fiderably, feventeen of his flups at once withdrew from the action, and 
flood away for the Straits of Meflina. Thofe that were neareft the 
land ran upon the more, and were wrecked or taken j the remainder 
being farther at fea, and cut off from their own harbours, (truck, and 

delivered themfelves up to the enemy. 

The progrefs of the action at fea was accompanied from the land • 
with fhouts and acclamations on the one fide, and with filent affliction, 
or with cries of defpair, on the other. Twenty- eight mips of Pom- 
pey's fleet were funk ; above two hundred and fifty, being the whole 
that remained befides the feventeen that fled to Meflina, were ftranded, 
taken, or burnt l \ Octavius loft only three fhips. 

Pompey perceiving the extent of his calamity, was feized with de- 
fpair 5 and, without having given any orders in camp, made hafte to 

. u Qrofins, lib.vl c. i8» 
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Meffina. The army he had left in the field, feeing themfelves de- 
ferred by their leader, went over to the enemy. He himfelf, at 
Meffina, made a feint of muftering his forces as for an obftinate de- 
fence. He called in all the fhips that any where remained on 
the coaft, and all the forces that could be found on the ifland ,s . 
But, in the midft of thefe pretended arrangements for a vigorous re- 
finance, he had taken a refolutkm to depart from Sicily ; and having 
a veffel prepared for his reception, accordingly embarked, with his 
daughter, and a few perfons whom he had chofen to attend him in his 
flight. 

As foonas the veffel, on board of which it was known Pompeyhad 
embarked, appeared under fail, all the fhips which were then in the 
harbour put to fea, with intention to follow the fame courfe j but with- 
outreceiving any orders or intimation of a place at which to re-affemble^ 
in cafe of feparation. The unfortunate leader obferving, among the 
fhips that followed him, fome that were commanded by officers in whom, 

in the prefent ftate of his fortunes, he could not confide, wifhed to 
feparate from them, and gave out that he meant to avoid the coafts ; 
and, in order to deceive them in the night, extinguiming his lights^ 
rowed clofc to the more of Italy, and turning round the head-lands 

till he was oppofite to Corcyra, he flood over for that ifland, from 

thence to Cephalonia, and laft of all to Lefhos, where he landed at 
Mytilene', a place at which he had refided with his mother Cornelia, 
during the campaign between his father and the firft Csefar in Thef- 
faly, and from whence he had been earned about twelve years be- 
fore this date, to witnefs the caiaftrophe of his fathers fortunes on the 
coaftof Egypt. At Mytilene', notwithstanding the memory of thefe 
tlifcouraging circumftances, and the low ftate of his own affairs, he 
met with a hofpitable reception, and pafTed the winter in humble 
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expedition of protection from Antony, to whofe generofity he in- 
tended to commit himfelf. 

Ocravius, in the mean time, fufpetting that Pompey rauft have 

taken refuge in fome part of the provinces which were in the jurif- 

didtion of his colleague, was cautious not to awaken his jealoufy by 
prefuming to violate his fanchiary, or by pretending to anticipate 

the refolutions he might be inclined to take on the fubjefl: of tl 

J6 



s 



fuppliant 

After t 
exit from 



departur- 



from the neighbourhood of Lilybaeum, had fet out with fix legions 



commander. 



hended in the furrender of the army at Naulochus, threw himfelf 
into Meffina, more with an intention to obtain favourable terms for 

the troops under his command, than with any hopes to retrieve the 

aflairs of his mafter. 



this 



:mai 



granted the terms 



town. 



under that officer with his own army. In concluding this treaty, 



taking the advantage of it to ftrength 



earneft 



made to him by Agrippa, who had come with his vi&orious fleet to 
Meilina ; but it foon after appeared that Lepidus not only thought 
himfelf intitled to decide in that inftance, but, upon the acceflion of 
ftrength which he now gained, began to form much higher pre- 
tenfions. He now reckoned under his own ftandard twenty-two 

legions, with a numerous body of horfe, and propofed not only to 
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keep poffeffion of Meffina, but to claim the whole ifland of Sicily c HA P. 
as an appendage of his province in Africa. He accordingly fcnt de- 1— -y--J 
tachments to fecure the principal towns. 

Octavius, already provoked at the precipitation with which Le- 
pidus had granted a capitulation to the troops at Meffina, without 
his concurrence, loudly complained of the meafures which he took 
te appropriate the ifland of Sicily to himfelf, without the confent 
of his aflbciates in the empire ; alleged that he had been called 
thither as a mere auxiliary, and had borne no part of the expcncc 
incurred rn the war. Lepidus, on his part, complained of the in- 
jufttce which had already been done to him in withholding Spain, his 
original lot in the partition of the provinces ; and faid, if it were 
fuppofed that Africa and Sicily were more than an equivalent for 

Spain, he was willing to furrender them both in exchange for that 
province. 

This difpute being likely to end in a ferious quarrel, the ordinary 
intercourfe between the two camps was difcontinued, and precautions 

were taken by their refpeclive officers, as in the prefence of an ene- 
my. Both armies faw with diflike the fymptoms of an open rupture 

and of a frefh. war, in which foldiers, without any profpeft of ad- 
vantage, even to the victors, were mutually to imbrue their hands in 
blood, to decide a queftion of mere jealoufy or emulation between 1 

their leaders.- 

In comparing the chara&er and profpecls of the chiefs to be en- 
gaged in this quarrel, the preference, in the efteem of both armies* 
was certainly due to Octavius. To his poffeffion of Spain and the 

two Gauls, he joined that of Italy, with the metropolis, or feat of 
the empire. He bore the name of Csefar, and was at the head 
of that formidable military power, which had broken the force of the 

republic, and extinguifhed the authority of the Senate. By his 

means 



j 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



5 0 0 }l means the retainers of C?;far had obtained the preferable lots in the 
]_ late diitribution of iettlements and military rewards. 

Lepidus, on the contrary, without any party attached to his per- 
fen, and without any high reputation, had been placed in the com- 
mand of armies by the appointment or fufferance of others. The 
origin of his merit with Julius Carfar, which confifted in proftituting 
the dignity of Prstor to his firft ufurpations in the city, was an acl 

of bafenefs. His place from thenceforward, in the military arrange- 
ments which enfued, was matter of courfe, or due merely to his rank, 

without any regard to abilities or merit. His being admitted as a 
third in the prefent divifion of the fovereignty, proceeded folely from 
the mutual jealoulies of the other two, who wifhed for a perfon to 

witnefs their tra reactions, and to hold fome fpecies of balance between 

them. In the choice which they made of Lepidus, his want of any 

pretenfions, that could interfere with either in the defign which they 
feverally entertained of poflefling the empire, was a principal re- 
commendation. 

In this comparifon, Octavius was confeious of a fuperiority, in the 
opinion even of the troops who were inlifted to ferve under the com- 
mand of his rival. He accordingly thought this a favourable oppor- 
tunity, while Antony was at a diftance, and no enemy cxifting, either 
in Sicily or Italy, to avail himfelf of the weaknefs and incapacity of 
Lepidu?, to ftrip him of his mare in the empire, and to feize upon the 
province of Africa, and the army now in Sicily, as an acce/Iion to his 
own ftrengtb. For this purpofe he employed proper agents in the 

camp of Lepidus, gained many of his principal officers by prefents, 

and by the expectation of greater rewards. Having much contempt 
for the character of their leader, and thinking the way fufficiently 
prepared for an open declaration, he prefented himfelf with a party 
of horie in the front of their camp, entered with a few attendants, 
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as into the midft of his own army; and mounting an eminence, 
from which he might be heard by the crowds that affembied around 
him, he complained of the fteps which had been taken by their ge- 
neral toward a rupture between the two armies, and expreflcd his 
fmcere defire that all differences might be removed, without engaging 
in new fcenes of blood fo many valiant, men who had deierved fo 

well of their leaders. 

It appears that numbers of officers and foldiers in the camp of Le- 
pidus were prepared for the part they were to adt on this occafion ; 
they applauded the concern which O&avius exprefled for the armies* 
and declared themfelves willing to obey his commands. Others,, 
though not in the concert, fallowed this example, ran to their arms,. 

and haftened to prefent Octavius with their colours, in token that they 

received him as their general. 

Lepidus, to whom this vilit and its confequences were altogether 
unexpected, being roufed by fuch an alarm, ran forth to the hVeets-' 
of the camp, founded to arms ; and, as many of the troops from, 
mere habit obeyed his command, without confidering who was their 
enemy, attacked Octavius, obliged him to repafs through the gate 
at which he had entered, and to place himfelf under cover of the 
cavalry, who were waiting to receive him, and whofe protection was- 
now neceffary to conduct: him in fafety to his own camp.. 

In this manner the defign of Octavius, on the point of being exe- 
cuted, appeared to be defeated. But his declaration had made too 
deep an impreffion to be fo flightly removed. The doubts which it 
railed, and the choice now to be made of a leader, was generally 
decided in favour of Cxfar. The effect of this decifion accordingly 
appeared in a great defertion from the camp of Lepidus, either then,. 

oi during the fubfequent night- The legions, lately come over from 
the fervice of Sextus Pompeius, beginning to leave him in a body,, 
lie threw himfelf, with the ufual guards of his pcrfon^ in the way to 

flop 
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Hop them, But finding that the very body with which he expected 
to prevent this defertion joined thofe who were going over to the 
enemy, he mixed intreaties and threats, laid hold of an enfign-flaff, 
and attempted by force to ftop the- officer that was carrying it to 
iris rival. " Dead or alive" faid the bearer, " you Jball quit join 
bold" The cavalry at the fame time mounted their horfes, and, 
without leaving their ground, fent a meflage to Ottavius, defiring to 
know, whether he chofe that Lepidus fhould be fecured or put to 
death ? Having for anfwsr, that O&avius had no defign upon the 

life of their general, they moved away without any farther notice 
of him- 

Lepidus, feeing the defertion of his army complete, and having 
no longer any friends or retinue to attend his perfon, laid afide his 

imperial robes, and, in the ordinary drefs of a citizen, walked to- 
wards the camp and the tent of his rival. Multitudes followed him, 

to gratify their curiofity, in feeing what was to pafs in fo new a 
fcene. A perfon who, the moment before, had been at the head of 

a great army, and reputed a third in the fovereignty of the empire, 
was now, by the fuddec defertion of his own troops, reduced to the 
condition of a private man, and was to appear as a fuppliant before 
an antagonift whom lie had recently fet at defiance. To complete 
the fcene of his humiliation, in entering the prefence of Oclavius, 
he would have thrown himfelf on the ground, but was prevented by 
the courtefy of his rival, who, content to ftrip him of his command, 
and of his perfonal confequence, would not accept this mark of abafe- 
ment, and gave him leave to return into Italy, where he lived after- 
wards equally unobferved by thofe again ft whom he had been made 

the inftrumentof injuftice, and by thofe who had made him their tool.. 
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CHAP. VII. 




Forces of Oclavius after the Acquifttion of Sicily, and the Junclion of the 

Armies of Sextus Pompeius and Lepidus. Mutiny and Separation 

of thefe Forces. Arrival of Oclavius at Rome. His Reform 

of the Army. Expedition of Antony againfitheParthians. His 

Retreat. The Death of Sextus Pompeius.* Open Breach be- 
tween Oclavius and Antony. Progrefs of Antony and Cleopatra 

towards Greece. Operations of Antony and Oclavius on the 

Gulph of Ambracia. Battle of Acliunu Flight of Antony. 

•Immediate Arrangements of Oclavius after his Viclory. 

Death of Antony And of Cleopatra. r 

N confequence of the events which had taken place in Sicily, CHAP* 
Oclavius found himfelf at once at the conclufion of a hazardous VIX * 
war, and mafter of all the forces which had been employed in it, 
whether as friends or as enemies. His fleet now confided of near 
fix hundred gallies with ftore-fhips and tranfports ; his land army of 
forty-five legions, which, though fuppofed to be incomplete, may 
have amounted to above two hundred thoufand men. To thefe he 
joined above fifteen thoufand horfe and twenty thoufand irregular 
infantry. They had been levied for different mailers and in dif- 
ferent parts of the empire, were perfons of different defcriptions ; 
originally flaves, as well as freemen ; natives of Spain, Sardinia, 
Sicily, and Africa, mixed with Italians and Roman citizens; ad- 
herents of Cajfar and of Pompey, of Antony, of Oclavius or Lepidus. 

It was very difficult to difpofe of an affemblagc confifting of fuch 
various and difcordant parts. The troops that came over from Sextus 
Pompeius or Lepidus were to be retained by indulgence and favours, 
Vol. III. M m and 
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and thofe who had been the original fupport of Csefar's fortunes had 
peculiar merits ; all were fenfible of their own confequence, and even 
of a power to difpofe of the empire, 

O&avius faw the neceffity of feparating fuch an army into different 
quarters before any cabals Ihould be formed, and before any mu- 
tinous ipirits had leifure to work on their minds, or to fill them with 
dangerous hopes or pretenfions. That they might part in good 

humour, he made a diftribution of fome money, in token of his 

gratitude for recent fervices j and promifed a great deal more. But 

what he now gave appeared to be contemptible, when compared with 

the reward which had been formerly given at Mutina and at Philippi, 

and frill more, when compared with the fettlements lately made for 
the veterans of Csfar in Italy- Thefe were minutely recorded, as 

the ftandard by which every legion had formed its expectations ; and 
a general diffatisfa&ion was apparent in every rank and defcription 
of men. O&avius for fome time affected to be ignorant of their dif- 
content, and would have proceeded to make the arrangements he had 

planned for feparating them, and for placing the legions in quarters- 
remote from each other ; but he had reafon to doubt that his orders 
would not be obeyed, and ftill remained in fufpence. When his 
knowledge of the mutinous fpirit that prevailed in the army could no 

longer be diffembled, he endeavoured to foothe the mofl clamorous 
by additional marks of his favour, confifting chiefly of public ho- 
nours, badges of military fervice to the men, and the title of fenators 

beftowed on many of the officers. Ia diftributing thefe favours, he 
affembled the army, and made a fpeech > fetting forth the nature of 
the honours which he now conferred, and his farther intentions re- 
flecting the rewards which he meant to beftow. " fkfi are 
" baubles* faid a Tribune, named OfKlius, interrupting him ; children 
" only arc amufid in this manner ; but men who have ezpofed tbcmfclves m 
u the fervice of their general, expect to be rewarded with lands and fettle- 

4 " menu" 
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H merits \" This Tribune was feconded by the clamours of the whole 
army. Octavius retired from the audience in fome diforder ; and, 

fenfible of the danger to which he had expofed himfelf, from this 

time forward never ventured to meet thefe troops in a body, but 
employed fecret arts in removing the heads of the mutiny. 

The Tribune Offilius, who had dared to interrupt his general in 
fuch mutinous terms, whether won by favour, or taken off by vio- 
lence, was fecretly difpofed of. The legions who had ferved at Mu- 
tina and Philippi, amounting to twenty thoufand men were fepa- 
ntcly appcafed by donations and promifes ; were prevailed upon to 
accept of their difcharge from the fervice, and, without any farther 
difturbance, to depart from the ifland. 

When this part of the army was removed, Octavius affected to 
confider thofe who were gone as the fole caufe of the late difcontents, 
aud the guilty he faid, being thus feparated from the innocent and 
from the deferving, he made an additional prefent in money to 
thofe who remained, and held out the hopes of convenient fettlements; 
and of plentiful fortunes, at the final expiration of their time in the 
fervice. By thefe artifices, and prudent meafures, he effected the 
propofed feparation, and extricated himfelf from a danger which 
frequently arifes in the fequel of civil wars, and threatens the victor 

i 

with an overthrow, from that very engine which he had employed to 
raife his fortunes. 

Octavius, before his departure from Sicily, ordered a contribution to be 
levied of fixteen hundred talents 3 ; and being no way difpofed to follow 
out the plan of Lepidus, in the annexation of Sicily to the province of 

■ 

Africa, he appointed feparate governors to each. Having difmhTed 
the fhips which Antony had furniflied in the war, with inftructions 

' Appian.de Bell. Civ. lib.;'. Dio. Ca/T. lib. xli.w c. 13, 14. 
3 OroAus, lib. vi. 3 About 175,000*!. 
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BOOK to wait at Tarentum for the orders of their own fuperior, he himfclf 

l -yl— i paffed into Italy. 

The raeffengers who had been fent with accounts of the victories 
obtained by Octavius in Sicily being arrived before him at Rome, 
all ranks of men vied with each other in the applaufe which they 
beftowed on his conduct, and in celebrating the occafion with de- 
monftrations of joy. In the name of the Senate and People, who 
bad no longer any real political ccnceffions to make, a variety of 
flattering proclamations were iffued, ordering, in honour of the 
victor, flames, triumphal arches, proceffions, wreaths of laurel, an- 
niverfary rejoicings, and immediate thankfgivings to be prolonged 

beyond any former time afligned to fuch feftivals. When he ap- 
proached to the city, multitudes of every rank, adorned with chap- 
lets, went forth to receive him, and conducted him in folemn pro- 

cefiion to the temple, in which he was to perform the facrifice of 

thankfgiving for his fafe return. 

Octavius, on the day after his arrival, proclaimed the peace which 
was obtained by the reduction of Sicily ; and in two feparate ha- 
rangues, of which he gave copies in writing, one addreffed to the 
Senate, the Gther to the People, he gave an account of his whole 
conduct, from the time that he firft affumed the adminiftration of 

the government, to the prefent time. And, agreeably to the dictates 
of that mafterly judgment with which he now, at leaft, began to 
conduct the interefts of his ambition, he chofe this time, of victory 
and profperity in which to exhibit the effects of his clemency, of his 
moderation, and of his difpofition to fpare thofe who, being fuppofed 
dhaffected to him, were now in his power. He remitted all the ar- 
rears of taxes that were any where due within his jurifdiction, either 
by farmers of the revenue or by private perfons. Of the honours 
that were decreed to himfelf he made choice of a few, and declined 
fuch as were in any degree invidious and burdenfome to the People. 

The 
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The inhabitants of Italy, and Roman citizens in general, having, c 

among other evils, fuffered greatly during the civil war, by the de- 
ferrion of their flaves, who were readily received, and taken into the 
levies that were continually forming by different parties ; Octavius 
took this opportunity, as far as it was in his power, at once to repair 
the lofs which had been fuftained by the mafter in the defertion of 
his Have, and to purge the army of a dangerous clafs of men, by 
whom it was overcharged and contaminated. In order to remove 
them in a manner that fhould prevent any difturbance on their part, 
he fent to every legion a fealed order, to be opened on a certain day, 
bearing, that all who had been in the condition of flaves fhould be 
fecured j that as many as were claimed fhould be reftored to their 
matters ; and that the remainder fhould be put to death. According 
to this order, it was reported that thirty thoufand were remitted to 
fervif ude, and fix thoufand killed \ 

The author of this fevere, but well-concerted reform, now in the 
twenty-eighth year of his age, had, by accommodating himfelf, on* 
every occafion, to his circum fiances, and by fucceffively availing 
himfelf of the fupport of different parties, more efpecially by court- 
ing the military retainers of hi6 late uncle, fet himfelf above the civil 

conftitution of his country ; and now, by affe&ing a regard to pro- 
perty, to civil rank, and to the peace of his fellow-citizens, he was 
about to make the army itfelf dependent on his will. From the real 
impreflion which he made by this policy, as well as from adulation 
and fear, the people were ftill farther incited to load him with public 
honours, and had his effigy carried at Rome, and in every country- - 
town of Italy, among the idols of the tutelar gods. 

The advantage now gained by Oftavius, in the acquifition of 

armies and provinces lately belonging to Lepidus, were fufficient to 



♦ Orofius, lib. \l c. 1 8. 
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iiave alarmed the jealoufy of his remaining colleague and rival 
in die empire, if he had not been engaged, at this time, in a 
very hazardous enterprife beyond the frontier of Ms own pro- 
vince. 

Antony during his flay in Italy or Greece, while he was chiefly at- 
tentive to the event of affairs in the weftern provinces, had entrufted 
the Parthian war to his Lieutenant Ventidius. This officer acquitted 
Limfeif with great honour in the difcharge of his truft, recovered 
the province of Syria, which had been over-run by the Parthians, 
and drove them back beyond the Euphrates. Upon this account, he 
was judged worthy of a triumph, and came into Italy to receive 
this honour. 

Id the mean time, Antony was eager to gather the laurels which 
yet remained in this field, or was fuppofed to be jealous of the vic- 
tories gained by his lieutenant over an enemy, who, till then, 
fcarcely had yielded any advantage to the Roman arms. After his 
•iafl vifit to Italy, he had in the winter pafled to Corcyra, and fo far 

was attended by O&avia, but parted with her there, in the profpect 
of this arduous fervice; early in the fpring he continued his voyage. 
Upon his arrival in Alia, notwithftanding the refpect that was due 

to his alliance with Octavia and her brother, it foon appeared that 
he was hull under the dominion of former paflions. He already had 
two children by trie Queen of Egypt, who were named Alexander 
and Cleopatra, but whom the mother likewife diftinguiflied, by the 
pompous appellations of the Sun and the Moon. Being prevented 
by the urgency of the fervice, at this feafon, from making a vifit at 
Alexandria, he fent an officer of rank, Fonteius Capito, thither, to 
<ondu& Geopatra from her own kingdom into Syria ; and having 
received her in that province, in his way to the Euphrates, among 
other marks of his liberality, and of his paffion, inftead of trinkets 

and tokens of love, he made her a prefent of Phoenicia, Ccelefyria, 

Cyprus, 
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Cyprus, and fome part of Cilicia to be annexed to her kingdom. It 
was concerted between them, that at the end- of the campaign he- 
fhould pafs the winter in Egypt; and they parted with mutual expref- 
fions of impatience for the return of this happy feafon. 

The army, now muftered by Antony, confided of fixty thoufand 
Roman infantry, ten thoufand Spanifh and Gaulifli cavalry, thirty 
thoufand irregulars, being an afTemblage of horfe and foot, and of 
different nations. While he advanced with this force towards the 
Euphrates, he made his demand, that the Parthians fliould reftore the* 
captives and military enfigns taken with Crafius 5 . This was be- 
come a point of national honour among the Romans, and, joined to. 
the late provocation, was made the ground of the prefent quarrel. 

The Roman general had undertaken this invafion of the Par— 
thians, in concert with the king of Armenia ; and rinding, at his ar- 
rival on the Euphrates, all the paffages of the river, contrary to his- 
expeclation, ftrongly guarded, he continued his march, having the 
Euphrates on his right. When he arrived in the LefTer Armenia,, 
the feafon was too far advanced to effect: the fervice he had planned- 
againft the Parthians ; but having intelligence that the Medes, or 
people of the Greater Armenia, had joined the enemy againft him in. 
the preceding part of the war, he formed a defign on Praafpa or 
Phraata*,. the capital of their country ; in expeclation of taking this- 
place by furprife, he paifed the Euphrates, leaving his heavy baggage 
and engines, with a guard of two legions, under the command of 
Statianus. With the remainder of the army he penetrated into the* 
kingdom of the Greater Armenia, and prefented himfelf at the gates, 
of the capital. 

This was a place of great ftrength,, and every neceiTary precaution?, 
hd been taken for its fafety. Antony found that it could not bs 

1 

5 Plot, in Anton. 6 Ibid. Dio, CaiT. lib. xlix. c. 26, 27, 2?. 

taken. 
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taken- by afiault, and the Parthians, although they haftened to Its 
relief, knowing that the Roman army had come altogether unpre- 
pared for a fiege, fuffered them at firft to remain before it undis- 
turbed. They dire&ed their whole force againft Statianus, whom, 
with the two legions he commanded, they furprifed and cut off, and 
by this means made themfelves matters of all the equipage and bag- 
gage of the Roman army. 

Antony, upon the firft alarm of the enemy's intention to attack 

Statianus, having left the greater part of his forces before Praafpa, 
marched with a ftrong detachment to fupport him ; but Coming too 
late, found the field covered with the (lain of the Roman legion^ 
without either friend or enemy in fight. He underftood that Artavafdes, 

the King of Armenia, to whofe alliance he trufted in the prefent war, 

had remained an unconcerned fpe&atcr of this difafter, and he made 

no doubt that he was betrayed by this prince ; but thought proper 

for the prefent to difguife his refentment. The lofs he had fuftained, 
made it neceflary for him to think of extricating his army from its 
prefent fituation. Being alarmed for the fefety of that part of it 
which he had left before Praafpa, he, with hafty marches, returned 

to its relief ; but, at his arrival, finding no enemy near, and ftill 

Mattering himfelf that the town might be obliged to furrender, and 

that it might, by its fpoils, make up for the lofs of his baggage, he lay 
before it, until he had exhaufted all the provisions and forage that 
was to be found in the neighbouring country ; and, in proportion as 
the other difficulties of his fituation encreafed, began to feel himfelf 
harafied with the fellies of a powerful garrifon, and the frequent at- 
tacks of numerous parties of Parthians in the field, who began to a£t 
againft him from ever)' quarter, and made it equally difficult for him 
to decamp, or to fubfift on his prefent ground. 

Under thefe difficulties, the Roman general was frequently obliged 
to divide his forces ; and leaving part to awe the town, marched with 

2 the 
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the remainder to cover hi§ foragers, and the providers of his camp. 

As the enemy preffed upon him, in order to diminifh the range from 
which he received his provifions, he faw the neceflity of hazarding a 
battle j and for this purpofe, marched from his camp with ten legions, 
three Praetorian cohorts, and all his' cavalry. The Parthians affe&ed 
to abide his attack, but gave way at the firft onfet, and fled with 
every appearance of rout and confufion : they were purfued by the 
Roman infantry for fifty ftadia, or about fix miles, and by the ca- 
valry over a hundred and fifty ftadia, or about eighteen miles. 

In this action, Antony flattered himfelf that he had put an end to 
his troubles from the Parthians; but, on numbering the prifoners and 
the flain, he found that only eighty of the enemy were killed, and 
thirty taken ; and, on returning to his camp before the town of 
Praafpa, he found, that without being at all difconcerted by what 
had happened to them, they were returned to their former ftations, 
and took meafures, as before, to harafs his camp, and to circumfcribe 
his foraging parties. From this fpecimen of a victory over the Par- 
thians, he learned to defpair of being able to gain any advantage 

over an enemy, whofe defeats were more pernicious to their anta- 

gonifts than they were to themfelves \ To complete his mortifica- 
tions, 

1 Among the Romans who were feized They gave way while an enemy advanced . 

with the paflion of making offenfive war on and reckoned it an advantage to draw him 

the Parthians, Julius Czefar is mentioned, far from his refources and fupports. They 

Anditisaproblem,whichnevercanbefolved, waited with patience, till time, hard/hips, 

in what manner this able ftatefm an and warrior difeafe, or want of provifions had rendered 

would have acquitted 'himfelf in fo arduous a him.an eafy prey, or ripe for deftruclion ; and 

tafic. The Parthians had their haunts beyond they then prefled upon him with a ferocity 

the Tigris ; and befides leaving no means on and ardour, which abundantly corrected any 

the frontier, by which an enemy could fub- belief of their cowardice that might have 

fiil in approaching them, probably prefentcd been taken from their manner of receiving 

no hold by which they could be feized, even his firft" attacks. 

in their own country. As they had no ground If Ca;far had not already conceived fome 

which it was abfolutely neceflary for them to new or uncommon means of reducing them, 

defend, fo there was no ground on which an it is probable, that his firft obfervations would 

uivader could be fecure from their attacks, have fatisfied him, that he could not con,- 

Voi, III. N n ' quer, 
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£ ticn?, he found that the garrifon of Praafpa had made a powerful 
fally in his abfence, driven his guards from their approaches, and 
dellroyed all the works he had conftru&ed againft the town *. Judg- 
ing it vain to renew his attack, or to remain any longer in his pre- 
fent fituation, he fent a deputation to Phraates, probably rather to 

conceal his intended purpofe of flight, than with hopes to obtain any 

reafonable terms of peace. 

The King of Parthia received the meflage of Antony, feated on 
a golden throne, and holding in his hand a bended bow, the emblem 
of war. In order to found the intentions of the Roman general, 
he propofed, as a preliminary to peace, that he fllould raife the fiege 
of Praafpa, Antony was prepared to decamp, as foon as his mef- 
fengers fhould be out of the hands of the enemy, but affected reluct- 
ance in agreeing to this condition, hoping that by thefe means he 
might conceal his intention, gain a few marches a-head, and reach 
the frontier of the Leffer Armenia, before the Parthians could take 
any advantage of his flight ; but the king being equally refined in 
his artifices, perceived, in the affected relu&ance of Antony to agree 
to what he knew to be neceflary, an intention to fly, without wait- 
ing the refult of a treaty, and, in this apprehenfion, he had his ca- 
valry already prepared to purfue him, difputed every pafs, hung 

upon his rear and upon his flanks, occupied the fprings of water, 

and laid wade the country before him. 

Many of the Roman army, overcome by famine and fatigue, ex- 
pired on the march ; others had laid down their arms, and fubmitted 
to the enemy. But thofe who had furrendered themfelves, being 
cruelly treated, ferved, by their example, to check the inclination of 
others to fue for quarter, and taught the foldier to look for fafety 

qaer fccH a people, although he might, in viftory, and thus, with more ability than 
time, have fettled a new nation on the Ti- others of his countrymen, finiih the war with 
gris to fupplant" them ; 'and it is probable a triumph at Rome, 
that he would have availed himfelf of fome 9 Plut. in Antonio, 
of their ordin2ry Eights, to lay claim 10 -a 

only 
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«nly in perfeverance, and in the ufe of his arms. Antony himfelf, c HA p * 
in every encounter, was prepared for the lad extremity, and had a 
perfon retained, with orders, in cafe of his being likely to fall into 
the enemy's hands, to end his life ; or, in cafe he were killed in 
battle, to disfigure his body, that it might not be known. But he 
palTed through all thefe difficulties, as ufual, with uncommon con- 
ftancy and valour, making, in twenty-one days, a march of three 
hundred miles ,0 , under a continual attack of the enemy, in which, 
it is reckoned that his army was eighteen times engaged in battle 
At the end of this march, in reviewing the legions, with which he 
began the retreat, it was found, he had loft about a fourth of their 
number"; or, as Plutarch ftates his lofs, twenty thoufand foot, 
and four thoufand horfe. 

It appears that Antony, upon his arrival in the Leffer Armenia, 
left a confiderable body behind him in that country, to check the 
farther purfuit of the enemy ,3 , and with the remainder of the army, 
proceeding from thence with great precipitation, and under great 

hardfliips from the feafon, by which he added eight thoufand men 
more to his former lofles, he arrived at Comi, \ fmall fea-port, be- 
tween Berytus and Sidon, on the coaft of Syria. At this place, he ^ corwfi" 
was received by Cleopatra on board her fleet, and with her efFe&ed ejus, 
his paflage by fea to Alexandria, where he endeavoured to conceal pcius. 

his lofles, and to efface the memory of his fufferings in the midft of 

difiipation and pleafure. 

During the dependance of thefe events, the ftate of the war in 
Alia had been yarioufly reported in the weftern parts of the empire. 
It was believed for fome time, that the Roman army in Armenia, 

with its leader, had periihecL On this fuppofition, Sextus Pom- 

10 Liv. Epitome, lib. exxix. Sec, 11 Plut. ia Antonio. 

41 Pater. Jib. ii. c. 82. 13 Dio. C*fc lib. xlix. c. 30. 
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peius, who ftiil remained in the ifland of Lefbos, began to relume 
his pretentions. He was not without hopes, that on the demife of 
Antony, the armies of Afia might declare for himfelf, and, during 

fome time, affected to receive every perfon who repaired to him, as 
the head of a party that was ftill of fome confideration in the em- 
pire. He even proceeded to folicit the alliance of all the princes of the 
Eaft, from Thrace to Pontus, and the banks of the Euphrates But 
upon the report of Antony's return into Syria, he laid afide his ambi- 
tious thoughts, and fent a meffage to fue for protection. Among other 
particulars, he fet forth, that he had committed himfelf to the juftice 
and clemency of Antony, not from defpair, or from any fudden im- 
pulfe whatever, but from previous thought and mature deliberation. 
He might have had a fafe retreat, and a powerful fupport, he faid, 
in Spain, where the friends of his father were yet numerous, and 
full of zeal ; but from a thorough conviction, that the interefts of 
Antony were the fame with his own, he had preferred his alliance 
to any other. " Odavius," he continued, " will ibon have the 

" fame quarrel with you, that he has lately had with me, and after- 
" wards with Lepidus. He confiders the empire as his property, and 
" cannot endure a partner. His open force is not fo dangerous, 

" as the infidious profeffions, and the artful difguifes with which he 
" hides his defigns. I make you an offer of a friendfhip that is fin- 
" cere, and of a faith that is yet unbroken. I made you the fame 
" offer, while I was mafter of Sicily and Sardinia, and in the height of 
" my fortune. By accepting of it, you will fave the remains of a 
u family, yet refpected by the Roman People; and, by joining 
" with me, you will gain the acceflion of a party, whom even ad- 

w verfity has not made to abandon their leader." 



H Appian. de Bell. Civ. lib. v. 
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While Sextus Pompeius addreffed himfelf to Antony in thefe terms, 
he endeavoured to preferve the appearance of an armed force, and 

hovered about with fome fliips on the coaft of Ionia: Being 

purfued by Titius, who had orders from Antony to obferve his 

motions, he failed up the Propontis, and put into the harbour 
of Nicomedia. Here he again offered to negotiate 15 ; but being 
told that he muft furrender at difcretion, he fet fire to his {hips, 
. and attempted to efcape by land. Having got into Phrygia, he 
was taken in his flight, and foon after, by order of Antony, was put 

to death. 

This event being known at Rome, O&avius ordered public rejoic- 
ings. Among thefe was a folemn proceffion, led by two carnages 
or chariots of ftate : in one of them, Oclavius himfelf appeared ; 
by the other, he marked the place that was due to Antony. Still 

farther, to foothe the jealoufy of his colleague in the empire, he gave 
orders that a ftatue fhould be erected to him in the Temple of Con- 
cord, and that he fhould have a mare in the honours which had been 

recently decreed to himfelf. This indecent triumph over the laft of a 
family, which had been fo long in high eftimation at Rome, was far 

from being acceptable to the People. The misfortunes of the young 

man himfelf, who from his earlieft years had been an exile, and 
ftript of his inheritance, the memory of his father and of the re- 
public, filled the minds of men with fecret indignation, and with a 
tender melancholy which they could not difguife ; and though Ocr 
tavius himfelf efcaped on this occalion without any public infiilt, yet 
Titius fome time afterwards exhihiting public {hews in the theatre 
of the great Pompey, was, on account of the part which he had 
taken in the murder of the fon, driven from thence by the execra- 
tions of the People l \ 

li Dio. Caff. lib. xlviii. c. 18. " Veil. Pater, lib. ii. c. 79. 

The 
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The forces of the empire werenow parcelled in two feparate lots, 
ander the direction of matters, who were foon to entertain the views 

and the jealoufies of feparate monarchs. O&avius was become the 

-fovereigu of Rome, and occupied chiefly in removing obftru&ions 
to his government, and in confolidating the arrangements he had 
made in the ftate. He had taken meafures to reprefs many diforders, 
the dregs of the civil wars, -winch ftill afflicted the city and the con- 
tiguous provinces. He ha<J brought his armies under tolerable dis- 
cipline, and even in a great meafure reconciled the People to the lofs . 
of their political confequence, and of their liberties. He took care 
to deftroy, with much oftentation, all papers and records from which 
thofe, who had acted againft himfelf, might fear being drawn into 

trouble. He retained the ufual names, and the forms of office j and 
wherever he himfelf was to exerdfe any uncommon power, he 
talked of it as a mere temporary expedient to . obviate the diforders 
of the times, and fpoke of his intention, in concert with Antony, to 
difcontinue every irregular mode of adminiftration, as foon as the 
war witk die Parthians lhould be brought to a period. He even fent 
Bibulus into the Eaft, with open and publick inftru&ions to concert 
with his colleague, the manner and time of their refignation iy . 

But Antony, acting as fovereign of the eaft em empire, appeared on 
his part to be altogether intent on the entertainments of the court at 
Alexandria, on the renewal of the war which he affected to medi- 
tate againft the Parthians, or on his project againft Artavafdes, the 
king of the Lefler Armenia, who he thought had betrayed him in 
his late expedition. He was encouraged in his defigns on that quar- 
ter, by the offers of a league, which were made to him from the 
Jdng of Medea, who thinking his fervices, during the late invafion 

f 7 Appian, dc Bell. Civ. lib. v. 
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ill requited by the Parthians, was now difpofed to take arms againft 

* 

them. 

Antony having accepted of this alliance, formed the project of a 
new invafion of Armenia, chiefly intent on his defign to get the per- 
fon of Artavafdes into his power ; but he was, for one feafon, di«- 
verted from the execution of his purpofe, by an incident, which* 
brought into the fcale of public councils the weight of paffions and 
of motives at all times powerful ; and at a lime when the world was 
to be governed by the humours of a fewperfous, fcarcely to be ba* 
lanced by any other confideration whatever* 

Octavia was become impatient of the negledr. with which fhe was- 
treated by her hufband, and jealous of the preference which he gave 
to Cleopatra. Hearing that he was to leave Alexandria on a new 

sedition, fhe determined- to place herfelf in his way as he 
palled through Syria. To enhance the pleafure. of their meeting, 
Hie was furnifhed with a variety of prefects, and, among the reft, 
attended by a body of two thoufand .Aofen men, cloathed and ac- 
coutred in the manner of the Pratcnan bands, which had been 
formed by her brother for the guard of his own perfon, and which 
he now fent as a token of friendfhip to Antony. She was arrived. 



becai 



E S7P 



journey 



alarmed, had the addrefs to appear funk under a weight of affliction, , 
which 'fhe affected to bear with fortitude; but was fometimes fur- 
prifed in tears, which fhe endeavoured to dry up,, and either en- 
creaied the anguifh of real paflion, or gave more appearance of fin- 

cerity to her diflimulation, by her affectation of a defire to conceal ; 
what fhe felt. Her health,, in. appearance, declined, and it was 
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£ whifpered, that her life was in danger. She herfelf continued obftinate 

in her iilence ; but her confidents infinuated that the fear of lofing 
Antony was the caufe of her diftrefs, and that the day he left Alex- 
andria, "would probably be the laft of her life. Thus, with a mixture 
probably of artifice and real pallion, not uncommon in cafes of this 
fort, the Queen of Egypt had the addrefs to retain Antony at Alex- 
andria, and prevailed on him to fend a peremptory order to O&avia, 
not to advance in her intended progrefs to the Eaft. He excufed 
Ttimfeif at the fame time, from even accepting the prefents which 
fhe brought from her brother 

Upon the return of O&avia to Rome, under all the circumftanccs 
of this affront, her brother propofed that fhe mould renounce her 
connection with Antony, "and remove from his houfe ; but if in this 
he wifhed her to z& from refentment, her own conduct, though 
proceeding from a different motive, was better calculated to unite 

the people in avenging her quarrel. Being willing to await the re- 
turn of her hulband's inclinations, me remained at the head of his 
family, continued to manage his affairs, and acted in every particular 
as the mother of his children, even of thofe by a former marriage, 

and undertook the protection of fuch adherents and friends as came 

to folicit their affairs in the Capitol 

The unworthy treatment which O&avia received in return for fo 
much duty, as it interefted the public in her favour, fo it gave an 
immediate profped of a breach between the leaders, who now divided 

the empire. Antony and Octavius had been rivals for the fucceflion 
of Cxfar's power, had frequent quarrels, which were fufpended from 
time to time by apparent and ambiguous reconciliations. Even the 
marriage of Octavia, was no more than a mere expedient to put oft 
to a more convenient time a final breach, which, between parties of 
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fuch oppofite pretenfions, muft in 'the end be deemed unavoid- 
able. 

It is probable that O&avius, in all the viciflitudes of his connec- 
tion with Antony, or with any other party, had never loft fight df 
the expectations he had formed from his earlieft youth, not only as the 

heir of Julius Casfar, but as the fucce(Tor likewife to his power in the 
commonwealth. He united or broke with different parties, according 
to the ftate of his affairs, and procured thefe breaches or coalitions in 
the precife conjunctures that were moft favourable to himfelf. He 
at one time joined with the Senate, and the aflaffins of his uncle, to 

pull down the power of Antony ; he afterwards joined with Antony 
to reduce the Senate, and to deftroy the republic. He courted An- 
tony occafionally, to prevent his forming any dangerous combina- 
tion with Sextus Pompeius or with Lepidus, and, in general, kept 

terms with him, while either of thefe leaders continued to be formi- 
dable, or could caft the balance by uniting againft him, 
This refined politician, upon becoming fole mafter of Italy, and 

* a 

of the weftern provinces, was now better enabled, than formerly, to 
brave the power of his remaining competitor in the empire ; and he 
prepared for a conteft, which could not be long avoided. He had 
greatly reduced his military eftablifliment, by purging his armies of 
improper fubjetts, not only the armies which had come over to him 
from his antagnnifts, Sextus Pompeius and Lepidus, but thofe like- 
wife which had been levied in common between Antony and himfelf. 
But even, after he had thus difmifled fuch as were of doubtful 
faith, and reduced his eftablifliment to that meafure which he wifhed 
to maintain, he had ftill remaining a greater number than his prefent 
occafions feemed to require, and he fought for pretences, under 
which, in the prefent ftate of tranquillity to which his divifion of the 
empire was reduced, he might avoid giving any alarm to his rival, 
and juftify his maintaining fo great a military force. For this pur- 
Vol. Ill, O o pofe 
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v. 



was, that he formed the project ot a war 



Afri 



itained by contrary 
deftined for Africa 



of Italy, beyond the Hadriatic, to make war on the Japydes, Savi, 
Pannonii, and other nations on the fide of Illyricum, who were more 



furnifh 



real fervice, as well z 
them on foot. They 



empire on that 



laurels at the expence 



infefted, 



p- F\7 X5 * In the mean while, according to the arrangements that were made 

tins Ubc, relating to the fucceffion of Confuls, Antony was elected into this 

zbCez™^ office ; and though not prefent in perfon on the firft of January, had 

^3?A«r tis name entered on the record. In accepting of this nomination, 

ExiLl.juiii. ^ e meant n0 raore tnan t0 afcertain his right to difpofe of the Con- 
Paal. *=ii- fulate, and had given a commiffion, by which, on the very day of 

eS. C 'ex C ~ Hs admiffion, he vacated the office in favour of another, and brought 
Ld. Norern. f orwar d a number of his friends in the courfe of the year. He 
M.Hert*» ^^gj ^efe means to make known, that although Octavius 

was pleafed to occupy the feals of government ; yet he was not to 
engrofs for his friends and retainers the ordinary honours that were 

enjoyed in the flate. 

O&avius, probably, treading as nearly as he could in the fteps of 

his late uncle, ftill fought for occafions to keep his armies in fervice; 
and although he was not inclined to make war abroad, or make new 

acquifitions of territory to the empire, yet he affected to have many 

defigns which required the pofleffion of a military force. Among 

thefe, he projected an enlerprife for the reduction of Britain, made: 

the 
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the neceffary preparations, and proceeded himfelf to the northern 
parts of Gaul. Here, however, his attention was again diverted to 
a different quarter. Having an army employed on the fide of Illy— 

ricum, in feparate divifions, under Agrippa and other officers, Mef- 

fala and Geminus, whofe names only are known ; it was reported, 
that the divifion, under Geminus, acting in Panonia, had received a 
check, and been obliged to retire from fome parts of the country they 
had formerly occupied. Upon this alarm, Octavius himfelf thought 
proper to lay afide his defign upon Britain j but finding, upon his 
arrival in Illy ricum, that the fuppofed lofs was already repaired, the 

* ■ 

enemy in different encounters defeated, and the former ground of 
his army recovered, he himfelf joined Agrippa, who was employed 
againft the Dalmatians, and continued for fome months to take a 
part in the campaign with this favourite officer *\ 

Antony, at the fame time, as if equally difpofed to have an army 
inured to fervice, fought likewife for occafions of war ; and having 
quieted the jealoufies of Cleopatra, by a feemingly irreconcilable 

I 

breach with her rival, was permitted to form projects of cnterprife 
beyond the limits of Egypt. He renewed his defigns againft the 
Kings of Armenia and Parthia. In the fpring, he advanced to Ni- 
copolis, a place fo named, from the victory of Pompey over Mithri- 
dates ; and fuppofing that the treachery of Artavafdes, in betraying 
Statianus, would juftify any meafures he could take againft him, he 

fent repeated meffages, under pretence of friendfliip, defiring a con- 
ference ; but with a real intention of feizing his perfon. The more 
effectually to remove all fufpicions of any fuch defign, he propofed a 
marriage between Alexander,, one of his own foris by Cleopatra, and 
the daughter of that prince ; but not fucceeding in this artifice, he 
advanced into the heart of Armenia, and threatened to lay the king- 
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dom wafte with fire and fword. The king being unprepared for de- 
fence. tLck his refolurion at laft to try the fincerity of Antony's- pro- 
i-j::\r:.^ n: i was actually taken. 

The nrit advantage which,the Roman general propofed to make of 
:h:3 capture, was exacting a ranfom ; and for this purpofe, the 
being carried round the fortreffes of his kingdom in which 
the royal treafure had been depofited, was made to demand great 
:ums of money under this pretence ; but the officers, to whom this de- 
mand was addre&d, knowing that their fovereign was a prifoner, flmt 
their gates againft him, and refufed to comply. The army of Ar- 
menia at the lame time affembled, and confidering the throne as va- 
cant, placed upon it Artaxes, the eldeft fon of their captive king. 
Being led by this young prince into immediate action with the Ro- 
mans, they were defeated, and he himfelf was obliged to take refuge 
•with the Parthians. 

Antony contented with this victory, which gave him poffeffion o£ 
the country, put his army into winter quarters in the Lefler Armenia, 

and entered into a defenfive treaty with the King of Media, whofe 

daughter, upon that occafion, was betrothed to the fame fon of Cleo- 
patra, whofe propofed marriage with the daughter of Artavafdes had 
been employed as a mare to betray that prince* 

At the conclnfion of thefe tranfaftions, Antony ftt out on his re- 
turn to Egypt, and meditating a triumphal proceffion into the city of 
Alexandria, deftined his captive for. a part in the fcene, gave orders^ 
that he Ihould be conducted thither in chains ; and accordingly,, 
upon the arrival of the troops and the equipage which were to form' 
his retinue, he made his entry wkh all the parade of a Roman 

triumph, repeated all the forofc which were ufual on fuch occafions 

at Rome, made a fpeech to the People, and ordered a public feaft. 
In thefe feveral particulars, feeming to place the inhabitants of Alex- 
andria upon a foot of equality with the Roman People, and profti- 

4 taring 
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rating a folemn inftitution of the Romans to the vanity of a barba- 
rous court, he gave much fcandal and offence at Rome. Every cir- 

cumftance being exaggerated by his enemies, his own extravagance 
gained' a ready belief to every report that was circulated ' againft 

him. 

It has been obferved, on different occafions, that Antony,, although 
he ftemmed the current of adverfity with vigour and ability, was ge- 
nerally carried by profperity into every excefs of fenfuality, extra- 
vagance, and diffipation. In this time of feftivity, he afTumed, in 
the midft of his debauch, not only the eaftern drefs, and all the- 

■ 

badges of royalty,, but likewife 14 the attire and defignation of a God 
wore the bulkins,the golden crown, and the chaplet of ivy belorgjng 

to Bacchus, held the Thyrfus in his hand, and was drawn through the 

ftreets of Alexandria on a car like thofe which were employed in the- 

proce/fions of the Gods ls . It was faid, that Cleopatra at the fame time.- 
affumed the drefs of Ifis ;. that being feated together on thrones of 
gold, elevated on a lofty platform, Antony prefented Cleopatra to the 

People,, as Queen not only of Egypt and' Cyprus,, but likewife of. 

Africa and Caslefyria, and that he afTociated with her in.thefe titles- 

Csefarion, her fuppofed fon by Julius Cxfar; To his own fon* Alex- • 
ander, in. thefe drunken affignations of empire, it was reported that 
he allotted Armenia, Media, andParthia, which, though not in his 
poffeffion, he confidered as a certain conqueft toPtolomy,.another of 
hisfons, Phoenicia,. Syria, and Cilicia 15 , and prefented each of them to- 

the People in the drefs,. and. with the enfigns and the retinue fujted. 
to the feveral deftinations; Alexander,, with the Berfian tiara j, 
and Ptolbmy,, with the drefs. and diadem, worn, by the prihees of ' 
Macedonia*. 

H Florus, lib.iv.c. II. Dio. Caff, Jib. 1. c.5. ** Veil. Pater, lib. iL c. 83.. 
" Dk). Caff. lib. xlia. c. 41. 
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b o o K This mock diftribution of the eaftern kingdoms was execu 




writings, 



dcpofited 



ing of the Virgins. And as Oclavius looked forward to an imme- 
diate quarrel with Antony, the whole circumftances with which thefe 
acts had been folemnized at Alexandria, were induftrioufly publiflied 
at Rome to his prejudice. The writings, however, not being actually 

brought to the city before the fubfequent year, in which Domitius 
and Sofms were Confuls, part of the fcandal was for fome time fc- 
creted by the influence of thefe magiftrates, who were inclined to 



Antony 



pire. 



While Antony indulged himfelf in thefe extravagances at Alex- 
andria, O&avius, with L. Volcatius Tullus, affumed the title of Con- 
L =r y^. : „ 5 ^ s at R° rae ; but the firft, at his admiffion, thought proper to fol- 
TuUus. low the example that was lately fet to him by Antony ; on the firft 

pj*^°f Ba:ns of January vacated the office, and fubftituted another in his place. 
« Zci Msii. By like fucceffive fubftitutions, he communicated this ditmiry in the 
Py Ka! j ul courfe of the year to fix different perfons. 

The office of £dile, which had been generally declined on account 

of the expence which attended the difcharge of it, and which had 

L^Vkidta!" ^ een ^ or ^ ome ^ me <5ifcontinued, was now revived in the perfon of 
Ex Kzj. oa. Agrippa, who, though he had been already of a higher rank, and in 
.^--.oz:j,. t ^ e ^tion 0 f Conful, voluntarily undertook the duties of JEdile; 

and, at his own expence, applied himfelf to the more ferious objefts 
of the truft, by conftruding highways, erecYing public works, and 
cleanfing the common fewers, works of great antiquity, that feemed 
to exceed the force of the times to which they were referred He 
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at the fame time repaired the Circus, made new regulations for con- 
ducing the entertainments of that place, and himfelf exhibited mag- 
nificent fhews. 

Under this magiftracy of Agrippa r the People were gratified with 
prefents, as well as with paftimes. Articles of finery, trinkets, and 
even fums of money were diftributed by a fpecies of lottery. Count- 
ers or billets, entitling the bearer to certain prizes, which were 
marked upon each, were thrown out by handfuls to be fcrambled for 
in the crowd. Public baths, furnifhed with all the ufual apparatus, 
were provided, and attended with keepers and dreflerS at the public 
expence" ; acts of munificence and popularity, in which it was 
thought proper to cultivate the public favour. 

Oclavius at the fame time, on fo near a profpeft of a quarrel 

with Antony, who was to employ half the forces of the empire 

againft him, had the good fortune to difengage himfelf from foreign 
wars. Thofe which he carried on in Dalmatia, terminated in the 
fubmiffion of that people, in their giving hoftages for their good be- 
haviour,, and in their reftoring the colours which had been taken 
from a Roman army they had defeated under the conduct of Vati- 
nius. Thefe he hung up in a portico, which bore his own name ; 
but a triumph being decreed to him, he declined or deferred accept- 
ing of it ; on this, as on many other occafions, difcovering a mind, 
though fond of dominion, indifferent to pomp, and the exterior ap- 
pearances of power. 

Antony parTed the fummer at the head of his army in Syria, with- 
out having made any attempt againft the Parthians. He renewed 
Ins defenfive alliance with the King of Media ; and the parties in 
this treaty, being to name the powers againft whom they refpe&ively 

wiflied, in the event of a war, to fecure an alliance, the King of 
Media made particular mention of the Parthians, and Antony named 

n Dio. Caff. lib. xlix. c. 43. 
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B o o £ <0<Savius. At the end of this negotiation, they mutually made an 
% -n — t 'exchange of fome troops * 9 . 

Thus Antony made no fecret of the diftruft which he conceived 

•of his colleague in the empire, or of a breach, which, from their 
-mutual jealoufies and provocations, was gradually widening. He 

afie&ed to treat Csefarion, the reputed fon of Julius Caefar by Cleo- 

yatra, as the legitimate heir of the Julian family. He likewife re- 
torted on Oftarius, the artifice which had been pra&ifed againft 

himfelf, by profeffing an intention to refign the power of Triumvir. 
"He complained of the violence which had been done to Lepidus; but 
afked, if Lepidus were juftly depofed, why he himfelf was not ad- 
mitted to his lhare in the provinces ? He complained of his being ex- 
cluded from a lhare in the fpoils of Sextus Pompeius, as well as of 

Lepidus ; and of his being excluded from Italy, which was the com- 
mon feat of government to the whole empire, and which Octavius 

liad not any right to appropriate to himfelf. 

To thefe complaints Oflavius replied, That Antony, without 

making any compenlation to his colleagues in the weftern provinces, 

had feized on the kingdom of Egypt ; that he had unwarrantably put 
Sextus Pompeius to death; that he had difhonoured the Roman 
name by his breach of faith with the King of Armenia, and had 
given no account at Rome of the fpoils of that kingdom ; that he 
iad prefumed to dilmember the Roman empire in behalf of Cleo- 
patra, and of her children ; and that he fupported her in an attempt 
to intrude into the family of Caefar one of her fpurious progeny ja . 

Thefe mutual complaints were publicly made, and fupported at 
"Rome. Neither of the parties profefTed any intention of going to 
war; but, under vaarious pretences, collected money, and aug- 
mented their forces. They held a continual correfpondenceby agents 

•»» Dio. Call. lib. xlix. c. 44. 80 ibid. lib. I. c. 1. 
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and meffengers, merely to have an opportunity of obferving each c HA P. 

others motions ; and foon involved in their difputes and jealoufies, 
not only their own immediate retainers and friends, but fuch as now 
compofed the Senate and afTemblies of the People, who could not re- 
main unconcerned fpe&ators in a difference between perfons who 
were likely again to involve the empire itfelf in a civil war. 

Cneius Domitius Ahenobarbus, and Caius Sofius, having in J?- 0 ^- 
confequence of preceding engagements fucceeded to the Confulate, tjusAhcno- 
and being attached to Antony, openly efpoufed his caufe. Sofius, Sofius.' 
on the firft of January, in entering upon" his office, ventured to ar- ^ Cornelius, 
raign the conduft of Octavius, enumerated the injuries which he Ex K^Nov 
had offered to Antony, and moved the Senate for redrefs. 

O&avius, having previous intimation of what was to be moved by 
the Conful, and wifhing to know the full extent of the charge be- 
fore he mould be obliged to reply, on that day abfented himfelf 

from the Senate ; but took care to have Nonius, one of the Tribunes 

of the People, prepared to watch over his intereft, and to put a ne- 
gative on any proceeding that might be attempted to his prejudice. 
At the next afiembly of the Senate, he appeared with a numerous 
body of armed men, feated himfelf between the Confuls, and from 
that place made his anfwer to the accufations, which in the former 

* 

meeting had been ftated againft him, and retorted much blame on 
his enemies. He called upon Antony, in particular, to return into 
Italy, and to refign the Triumvirate, the period for which that tern* 
rary power was created being now expired J \ 

To this defiance, on the part of Oclavius, no reply being made 
by the friends of Antony, the affembly was adjourned for fome days, 

during which time both the Confuls thought proper to withdraw 



31 Li v. Epitome, lib. exxxii. 

Vol. III. P p from 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 

from the city ; and not fuppofing themfelves fafe within the jurif- 
dicrion cf a perfon againft whom they had taken fo hoftile a part, 
continued their retreat into Afia, where Antony, whofe caufe they 
efpoufed, had the means to protect them. 

Odavius, pleafed to find himfelf, by the flight of the ordinary 
magiftrates, left matter of the city, and freed from the neceffity 

of employing immediate force againft the forms of commonwealth, 

gave them no interruption, nor attempted to prevent their efcape. 
He even gave out, that thefe officers had withdrawn by his per- 
mifiion, and that every one elfe who was difpofed to join his an- 
tagonift, might follow their example JX . 

Anrony, when he received an account of what was thus paffing 
at Rome, being arrived in the LefTer Armenia, on his laft expedition 
into that country, afTembled all the Senators of his party who were 
then with his army, laid before them his grounds of complaint 
againft Odavius, renounced in form his marriage with Odavia, and 
declared war on her brother ; \ At the fame time, he took a foleran 

oath, in which he bound himfelf, at the end of fix months, after he 
fhould have relieved Italy from the tyranny of Odavius, to reftore 

the government entire to the Senate and People, agreeably to the 

ancient conftitution. Having taken this method to gain all thofe who 
wifhed for the reftoration of the commonwealth, and having re- 
mitted great fums of money into Italy, to be dealt out in prefents 
and gratuities to the army of his rival u , inftead of purfuing the 
pretended objed of the war in Armenia, he put his army in motion 
weft ward. Having Canidius advanced with fixteen legions, he 
himfelf concluding the Queen of Egypt, who was to have her fharc 
in the enterprife, took the route of Ephefus, where all his fhips were 

»» Dio. Off. lib. 1. c. ii. « Ibid. lib. 1. c. 3. " Ibid. lib. 1. c 7- 
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ordered to afTemble. Of thefe he had eight hundred fail, of which 
Cleopatra furnifhed two hundred completely equipped, together with 
twenty thoufand talents in money 
The Confute Domitius and Sofius having joined Antony at Ephefus, 

and finding all his councils governed by the caprice of Cleopatra, and 
all his meafures made fubfervient to her vanity or intereft, warmly 
recommended that the Queen of Egypt mould return into her own 
kingdom, and there remain until the war mould be at an end \ but 
me, dreading the lofs of her influence, the reftoration of Octavia, 
and a reconciliation of parties, to which her pretenfions, interefts, and 
paffions muft be the firft facrilice, employed ail her artifice to defeat 
their counfel, and to maintain her attendant over Antony. For this 

purpofe, with more care and afliduity than me muttered the forces 
of her allies, or collected the refources of her kingdom for the fup- 

port of the war, fhe alfemblcd from every quarter the means of dif- 
fusion, and the mftruments of pleafure. 

Many Roman officers, who had hitherto embarked their fortunes 
with Antony, difgufted by the appearances of levity and diffipation 
which attended him on this occafion, withdrew from his caufe, and 
threw themfclves into the arms of his enemy. Plancus, in particular, 

with Titius, long diflatisfied with the influence and conduct of Cleo- 
patra, defea ted him. They brought with them into Italy particular 
accounts of Antony's levity, and of Cleopatra's infolent fpeeches, in- 
finuating that me flattered herfelf with the hopes of becoming miftrefs" 
of the Roman empire. They produced copies of Antony's will, already 

mentioned as having been fent to the records of the Veftals, and 
which, by its extravagance, procured credit to every other report 
which was railed to his prejudice, fo much as to make it believed, 
that if he fhould prevail in the conteft with Octavius, he meant to 
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b 0 0 £ declare Cleopatra Queen of the Romans, and to transfer the feat of 

w^ , ^ the empire to Alexandria. 

Thefe reports tending to render Antony an object of ridicule, or of 
fcom, were propagated with great effect among the People. They 
were even introduced in the Senate, and employed as the pretence 
for a motion that was made to divert him of his prefent command in 

the Eaft, and of that mare of the fovereignty which he held in the 
capacity of Triumvir, and to declare him incapable of holding the 
oSce of Conful, to which he was deftined for the enfuing year. 

Plancus, in fupport of the motion that was made to this purpofe, 
urging, together with the reports now mentioned, the manifold dis- 
orders which were imputed to Antony, and the many offences he had 
committed againft the commonwealth, was anfwered with great cou- 
rage and afperity, by perfons who ftill ventured to efpoufe the caufe 
of the abfent Triumvir. " While you were of his councils," faid 
Coponius to Plancus on this occafion, " I doubt not but the con- 
" duct of Antony was fufficiently blameable 3 V 

OSavius, however, being mailer at Rome, the motion was carried, 
and a decree was obtained, in confequence of it, to fufpend Mark 

Antony in the exercife of all his powers. War at the fame time was 
formally declared againft the Queen of Egypt, while Octavius, with 
his ufual difcretion, to avoid making enemies unneceffarily of thofe 
who muft have been involved with Antony in any perfonal at- 
tainder, did not include him in this declaration. A proclamation 
however was publifhed, " requiring all citizens to withdraw them- 
" felves from Antony, as being abandoned to the caprices of a 
" ftranger, and a woman, who, by a kind of fafcination, led him 
u in her train, and prevailed upon him to countenance, againft his 
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" own country, a war which was to be conducted by the eunuchs 
" Mardio and Pothinus, keepers of the palace of Alexandria ; and 
" by Ira and Charmion, the waiting women of Cleopatra, who 

« hoped foon to reign in the capital of the Roman empire* as abfo- 

" lutely as they had for fome time governed in the provinces of the 

« Eaft 5 V 

In the fequel of thefe declarations, fome taxes for the expence of 
the war were laid on the inhabitants of Italy ; an uncommon ftretch 
of power, which, on the approach of an enemy w T ho was likely to 
divide the People, appeared to be impolitic and dangerous. All freed 
flaves, having two hundred feftertia or upwards, were required to 
pay an eighth of their effe&s, free citizens were required to 

pay a fourth of their yearly revenue ; and thefe exactions being vio- 
lently enforced, gave rife in many places to infurrection and blood- 

fried 38 5 and the minds of men being greatly agitated, reports of 
prefagcs and prodigies were circulated as ufual, in times of great 
alarm, and on the eve of important events. 

Antony, in the mean time, advanced with his fleet and army 
from Ephefus to Samos, and from thence to Athens, where, together 

with the Queen of Egypt, he was received with a flattering pa- 
geantry, and w T ith many complimentary addrefles, in compofing 
which, this people now exercifed that ingenuity for which they were 
formerly celebrated in conducting matters of Hate and of war. 

Cleopatra was admitted to the freedom of the city of Athens. An- 
tony, being already a citizen, led the proceflion, in which the repub- 
lic came to confer this honour on the Queen ; and made her a fpeech 
in name of his fellow citizens, the Athenian people. 

From thence Antony proceeded to the ifland of Corcyra, where all 
his forces afiembled, and feemed to threaten Italy with an immediate 
invafion. He had undoubtedly got the ftart of his antagonift, might 

37 PlUt. in Antonio. 38 DIo> Caffi ]ib> L c< lQ 

have 
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BOO X J 1?Ye iurprikd him, and divided the inhabitants of Italy, and 

otrxr parts of the vreitcrn empire. Of thefe, numbers weie dif- 

ed on account of recent exa&ions, many were diipofed 

to favour the abfent party, or from animofity to a government, 
under which they had experienced opprefiion, were defirous oi any 
change. 

With all thefe advantages in his favour, Antony either never Lad 
the intention to invade Italy in the prefent ieaibn, or laid it aiiue, 
and determined to pafs die -winter in Greece. He fent his fleet into 
the gulph of Ambracia, and quartered his army in the Peloponnefu?, 

or round the gulph of Corinth, where, befidcs the ordinary refources 

cf the country, they had continual fupplies of every neceflary by fen, 
from Alia and Egypt. 

U. C. By the laft arrangement, which had been concerted between Oc- 

Ixpcr. Crl. 

Mar. Vs2. tavius and Antony, for the fucceflion of Confuls during eight years, 
£^7* °' of which this was the laft, they themfelves were now to have en- 

M "*T^~ "" tere( * 0n tne °^ ce 5 ^ut Antony being fet afide by a public act of the 

« k^l Oft. Senate and People, Octavius affumed for his colleague Melfala, al- 
f?ius. ready mentioned as the particular friend of Marcus Brutus. This 

almoft only remaining partizan of the republic had been among 

the profcribed, but was afterwards taken into favour, and reconciled 
to the fucceflbr of Qefar 39 , 

Oclavius now holding the office of Roman Conful, endeavoured 
to fink, under this defignation of a legal magi ft rate, his pretenfions as 
a military adventurer, and qualified the troops, which he employed 
againft Antonv, as the forces of the commonwealth, allemblcd to 
repel the attack cf a foreign enemy. He drew them together on the 
coaft of Apulia, and while he ftationed the greater part of his fleet 
in two divifions at Brundifium and Tarentum, fent Agrippa with a 



39 Bio. CiiiT. ct fo^ra. 
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Iquadron to ply off the harbours of Greece, and to interrupt the c HA P. 
naval communications of the enemy. 
By the vigilance and aclivity of Agrippa, many captures were 

made in the winter, and the conveyance of corn, arms, and military 
{lores from Afia, Syria, and Egypt, intended for the ufe of An- 
tony's fleet and army 40 , was rendered difficult and extremely pre- 
carious. To fupply their neceflities, both his fea and land forces 

were obliged to plunder the country around them ; and, in the want of 

horfes and carriages, drove the inhabitants like beafts of burden, 
laden with corn and other provifions, to the fea coaft. Antony, 

when he joined his fleet at A&ium, being told that half his rowers 

had perifhed from fcarcity and difeafe i " The oars, he faid, / hope 
" are fife 

In the mean time, O&avius brought his land forces to Brundilium 
and Tarcntum ; and either to mew the flrength of his party, or to 

fecure the perfons of thofe of whofe fidelity he entertained any 
doubt, fummoned all the Roman citizens of note to attend him on 
the coaft. From thence, in order to profit by Antonys delay, and to 

fix the theatre of the war in Greece, he embarked with his army, and 
flood for the oppofite coaft of Epirus. He landed under the pro- 
montory of Acroceraunus, the fame place at which Julius debarked 
in purfuit of the war with Pompey j and from this place,, ordering 
the fleet to coaft round the head lands, and the ifiand of Corcyra, 
lie marched with the army along fhore towards the gulph of Am- 
bracia. 

This gulph opens into the -channel that feparates the iflands of 
Corcyra, Leucada, and Cephalonia. It is narrow at. its entrance 4a ; 

but is wider within 43 , and ftretches eaftward 44 about twenty or thirty, 



40 Orof. lib. vi. c. 19. 43 One hundred Itadia. 

41 Ibid. 44 Stretches in land three hundred itadia. 

4i About half a mile, or five rtadia. Polyb. lib. \v. c. 63. 
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miles. At its opening, on the fouthern more, ftood AcYium, and 
oppofite to this place ftood Toryne, afterwards called Nicapolis, 
Antony had taken potTeifion of A&ium, and having a proper har- 
bour in the gut, commanded the whole navigation of the gulph. 

O&avius advancing -with his fleet and army from the northward, 
and having no oppofition made to him by the enemy, took poflef- 
fion of Toryne, entrenched himfelf in a ftrong poft on fhore, and 
ftationed his fleet behind him in a creek, which furnifhed a harbour 
fufficiently fafe *\ 

Antony already polled on the oppofite fide of the gulph, either 
did not think himfelf in condition to prevent the enemy from making 
this lodgment in his prefence, or determined by foine other motive, 
chofe to act on the defenfive ; and thus the armies were ftationed, 

Oclavius in Epirus, and Antony in Acarnania, on the oppofite fides 
of the entrance to the gulph of Ambracia. 

The ftate of the forces on each fide is varioufly reported. Plu- 
tarch fays, that in entering on the war, Antony had five hundred 
galleys, of which there were many mounting eight and ten tire of 

oars ; that the land army, which had been tranfported by his fleet, 
confifted of a hundred thoufand infantry, and twelve thoufand 
horfe -, that Oclavius had two hundred and fifty galleys, eighty thou- 
fand foot, and twelve thoufand horfe. Others place the fuperiority 
of numbers on the fide of Oclavius, but ftate them as more nearly 

equal **. 

As the Egyptian fleet ftili commanded the pafiage of the gulph, 
Antonv, after it was too late to difturb the enemy in making their 
lodgment, feized a poft, with a confiderable part of his army, on the 
fide of Toryne, to reftrain their excurfions, and to cut off their fo- 
rage. O&avius, on his part, detached Agrippa, with a powerful 
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fquadron, to make defcents on the coafts, to ravage the towns that CHAP, 

V 11» 

were in the pofleffion of Antony, and to cut off the fupplies that 
were brought hiin by fea. 

According to thefe inftru&ions, Agrippa took pofleffion of Methone, 
on the coaft of Meffenia and of Patra, near the mouth of the gulph of 

Corinth, entered that gulph, and made a defcent near the city of Corinth, 
afterwards took pofleffion of the promontory of Leucada, which lay 
in the courfe of Antony's convoys 4S , and obliged him, after a check 
he had received in the neighbourhood of Toryne by the defeat of 
the cavalry he employed on that fide, to abandon his ground i 
Epirus, and to repafs the flraits to Aftium. 

In thefe operations pafled the greater part of fummer : but as nothing 
was decided, Domitius, who, in the preceding year, notwithftanding 
he was Conful, had left his ftation in the city to join Antony, now 
difgufted with his conduct, went over to Oclavius. A general dif- 
truft enfued in the party 4 \ and Antony, being diftrefled for want of 

provifions, faw the neceffity of making his retreat, or of rifldng a 
general action. His fleet having fuffered greatly in winter from 
fcarcity and from difeafe, he deliberated whether he fhould not 
abandon his Ihips, and reft his caufe on the event of a battle on 
Ihore 47 ; but Cleoapatra, who governed all his councils, and who 
dreaded being deprived of a retreat by fea, urged him without delay 

to fet fail for Alexandria. She propofed, that, to check the progrefs 
of the enemy, proper detachments mould be left to keep pofleffion 
ef all the ftrong-holds in Afia and Greece ; that thefe detachments 



•gyp' 



teai 



time, fhould prepare the whole forces of that kingdom to contend 
for the empire of the world. 



♦ J Veil. Pater, lib. ii. c 84, 
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The parti 7a ns of Geopatra,. in the council of Antony, contending 
for this plan of retreat which flxe propofed, among other arguments 
againft Hiking a battle, urged many fatal prefages and figns of im- 
pending- calamity, fufficient to ftrike a panic in the troops, and to 

reader the flight they .advifed, in fome meafure neceflary. It was 

to 

determined, however, as a kind of middle courfe, that the fleet 

fliould put to fea,; if permitted* withdraw from the enemy ; but if 

attacked, give battle. As it was obferved, that many of the fhips 
were ill manned, and in difrepair, and fome altogether unfervice- 
able. ; thefe being feleded and burnt, the remainder prepared for 
the fea. 

When this refolution was taken, . Antony called his officers to- 



them in 



had 



war, 



armament itfelf, which was then in their view. — In a war, which 
was to turn on- the event, of naval operations,- they had anundoubted 
fuperiority, he faid, either in the number, or loftinefs and ftrength 



their 



contrafted 



fuccek 



ftances 



officers 



and wiihed them to remind the army, that they were about to con- 
tend for the empire of the world ; that great as this object was, the lofs 
of it, if they failed, was to be the leaft of their fufferings \ that every 

indignity and infult was to beexpe&ed from an enemy **, who on former 

ihewn himfelf fufficrently averfe to merey^ Having ad- 



riimf< 



board 



inclination: ta the. ene; 



** Dio. CafT. lib. !. c. 15—22*. 
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he had any iufpicion, and reinforced his fleet from the - land army 

with as many archers and flingers as could ply in the fhips. 

Octavius, in the mean time, having intelligence of thefe delibera- 
tions and counfels, and feeing the buftle which the embarkation of 

fo many men from the land, and the movements of mips to get 

into their ftations, occafioned, he likewife prepared for action. In 

his addrefs to the officers of his fleet, he ftill affected to confider 
Cleopatra as the principal party in the war. " Antony had conde- 

" fcended," he faid, * to become her dependant and follower, and 

" was now preparing, not to fight, but to accompany the queen of 
" EgyP 1 * n ner flight." In refpect to the conduct Of the action, 
he was inclined to let the enemy get under fail, and even to wart 
until they fhould have turned the promontory of Actium, thinking 
this would be the proper time for him to attack their rear, to purfue 
them in their retreat, and by thefe means to gain the advantage and 
reputation of a victory, without the hazard of a battle ; but being 
diffuaded from this defign by Agrippa, he took his refolution to meet 
them at the mouth of the Straits, and if he prevailed, was in hopes he 

might put them out of condition to renew the war. For this pur- 
pofe he reinforced his fleet with as many men from the land as could 
conveniently act on board 49 . 

After both fleets were in readinefs, they were detained in their 
harbours four days by a ftorm, and a high fea which fet into the 
gulph. But on the fifth day the wind having abated, and the fea 
becoming fmooth, Antony's fleet began to form in the Straits. He 
himfelf, with Poplicola, embarked with the firft divifion on the right, 
Cselius on the left, and an officer, whom Plutarch names Marcus 
Octavius, with M. Jufteius in the centre s0 . His fhips being heavier 

and loftier, but lefs active than thofe of Octavius, he hefitated for 



w Dio. Caff. lib. I. c. 23-30. 50 Plutarch, in Antonio. 
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fome time whether he mould not remain in clofe order, and 'endea- 
vour to bring on the action in the narrow entrance of the gulph, 

where his antagonifis, for want of room, could not derive any great 
advantage from the fuperior agility of their veflels, or quicknefs of 
their motions. 

While Antony deliberated on this matter, Octavius got under fail, 
turned the headland of Toryn^, and formed in a line before the 
entry of the Straits, about a mile from the enemy. The right divi- 

Con was commanded by M. Larius, the left by Aruntius, the whole 

by Agrippa sl . Both armies, at the fame time, were drawn out on 

the {hoie to behold the event ; but the fleets, for fome time, did not 
make any movement, and it continued uncertain whether Antony, 

being ftill in the road, might not return to his anchors ; but about 

noon his fliips began to clear the Straits, and came forward where the 
fea-room was fufficient for their line. As in this movement the fleets 
came clofer together, Agrippa began to extend his front, in order to 
turn the enemy's flank ; but Poplicola, on the other fide, to keep pace 

with him, ftretching to the fame fide, the centre of both fleets was 

equally opened, and they engaged foon after, without any apparent 
advantage on cither fide. 

The conteft, for fome time, remained undecided. In the beginr 
ning of the action,, the queen cf Egypt's yacht had been near to 

the line, and flie herfelf continued to look on the battle, till, over- 
come with anxiety, affright, and horror, fhe gave orders to remove 

her galley to a greater diftance, and being once, in motion fled with 

all the fail lhe could make ; her veffel being diftinguifhed by a 
gilded poop and- purple fails, made her flight be confpicuous to the 

whole fleet 5i , and drew away from the line about fixty fhips of the 
Egyptian fquadron, who, under pretence of attending their miftreft,, 
withdrew from the action*. 

y Veil. ?a:cr. Ufa. ii. c £4. 5 * Floras, lib. iv. c. u. 
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Antony, apprehending the confequence of this defection, whether 
in defpair of his fortunes, or in fome hopes to rally thofe who fled, 
put on board of a quick failing veflel, and endeavoured to overtake 
them. Being obferved from Cleopatra's galley, he was taken on board ; 
but no longer capable of any vigorous or rational purpofe, he became 
the companion of her flight, without any attempt to rally her fleet. 
Although he quitted the chance of a victory to follow the object of 
his paflions, he could not endure to behold her, turned his eyes afide> 
threw himfelf upon the deck, and continued in the deepeft anguilh 

of flume and defpair. 

The flight of Antony, joined to that Cleopatra, an event fo little 

expected, was not for fome time obferved, and the fleet, notwith- 

flanding the defertion of their leader, continued the action till four 
in the afternoon, when they were overpowered ; and many of them' 

being greatly damaged in their oars and rigging, were not in con- 
dition either to refift or to efcape, and fell an eafy prey to the 
enemy. Three hundred fhips were taken or funk, and about five 
thoufand men were killed 5 \ The ftrand was. covered with wrecks 

and dead bodies. Octavius detached a fquadron in purfuit of fuel* 

of the enemy's fhip6 as had got to fea from the engagement, and' 
himfelf continued in the channel during the remainder of the day, and' 
the following night, to gather the fruits of his victory 55 . 

The land army of Antony having, from the heights on lliore, be- 
held the ruin of their fleet, retired to their camp as with an inten- 
tion to maintain it to the laft extremity. They flattered thcmfelves,. 
that their general, though forced to yield to his enemy at fea, would 1 

make for the neareft port, and again flicw himfelf at the head of his 
legions. Thefe, they faid, he never fhould have left to commit his 
fortunes to an uncertain element, and a. treacherous ally. In thefe- 

} * Plat, in Antonio, Qrofius fcys, i:,ccc were killed in battle, 6ccO were wounded, of- 
ahum tcoo died under cure, lib. vi. 35 S icon, in Cftavio. 
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hopes they remained for feven days unfhaken in their duty, and re- 
jected all the offers which O&avius made to induce them to change 
their party. Being fatisfied, however, at laft, that their hopes were 
vain, they confulted their fafety in different ways. Some laid down 

their arms ; Canidius himfelf, who commanded them, withdrew in 
the night 55 ; others, remaining together in fmall parties, took the 
route to Macedonia ; but, being purfued by the enemy, were fepa- 
rately overtaken, and forced or perfwaded to furrender. All the Ro- 
man citizens, who had taken refuge in the eailern provinces, all the 
foreign allies and princes, who made a part of the vanquimed 

army, fucceffively made their peace " ; and the empire itfelf now 
feemed to be reduced under a fmgle head. 

Antony having continued his flight by the coafts of the Pelopon- 

nefus to the head of Tenarus, without appearing to recover his 
courage, made a halt at this place, rather from indecifion and irre- 

folution, than from any fettled purpofe refpecling the conduct of his 

affairs. Here he was joined by fome {hips that remained in the 
action to the end of it ; and being informed by them, that the fleet 
was entirely demolifhed, but that the army continued firm in their 
camp ; he feemed to be revived by this laft part of the account, and 
difpatched an order to Canidius to make the beft of his way into Ma- 
cedonia, and from thence to continue his march into Afia. Such of 

his friends as came up with him at Tenarus, he treated with his ufual 
liberality, divided his plate and jewels among them, and gave them 
orders, for the fupplies they might want, on the keeper of his trea- 
fure at Corinth. In performing thefe ads of munificence, he feemed 
to recover his mind, and refumed fome part of his ufual manner, but 
returning at the fame time to his former habits with Cleopatra !S , lie 
fuffered himfelf again to be governed by her councils ; and, in conv 

* Piu:. in Annuo. » Dio. Caff. lib. li. c. i. 31 Hut. ia Antonio. 
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pliance with her defire, fleered directly for Egypt, without making 
any attempt to rally his forces in Greece, or to join his army, which, 
in reality, by this time, had been feparated, or obliged to make their 
peace. 

The victor having entirely difperfed, or gained to his own party' 

i 

all the forces of his rival in Europe, fent fuch a part of his army into 5 

Afia as was thought neceflTary to finifh the remains of the war, and 

permitted -the veterans, whofe turn it was to be difbanded, to return 

into Italy. He himfelf, in order that he might be at hand to obferve" 
the motions of Antony, and to renew his operations in the fpring,, 

propofed tapafs the winter at Samos s \ From thence, being mafter 

of a country in which his rival had once been favourably received,, 

he execifed-his power in punilhing thofe who had taken part againftr 

* 

him. Many* towns,, by his order, were laid under heavy contribu- 

* 

tions, and ; deprived of' their municipal privileges.. All the petty 

princes- who held> their- territories by grant from Antony, except' 
ATthelaus 60 and Amyntas were difpoflefled. Alexander " the fon 
of Jamblichus, was not only ftript of his territories, but referved in 
chains to- make- a part in the procelhon of the vidor s triumph ; 
and when- that ceremony fliould be over, was doomed to die. The 

principality of Lycomedes 63 was given to a certain Mede, who had 

deferted from Antony, and who had brought with him a confiderable 
body of the allies.. The Cydonii 6 * and Lamps!, on.aceount of - their 
particular fervices, were reftored : to their liberties.. 

Of the Roman citizens of rank, who had efpoufed'the caufe of 
Antony, fome were pardoned, fome laid under heavy fines, and: 
others put- to . death 65 . . Among thofe who were pardoned, , was Sofius^ 

» Dio. CaflT KKilL c. -3^ad 4. Sueton*- °\A -prince of 'Arabian- extraction.-- 
in Oftavio, c. 17. * 3 On the frontier of Pontas. 

<0 King of Cappadocia. - ** The people of certain towns of Crete,. ■ 

v Of Galatia. Dio. Call*, lib. xtix; c. 32. 65 Dio. Caff. lib. 11. c. 2+ 
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a 0 0 X the late Conful, who had abfconded for fome time after the battle of 

\—s-*j A&ium, and remained in concealment, until, by the interceffion of 

his friends, he made his peace. With him like wife is~ : mentioned 

M. Scaurus, the uterine brother of Sextus Pompeius, who had been 
condemned to die, but fpared at the interceffion of his mother. 

Among thofe who were put to death is mentioned Curio, the fon of 

that Curio, who, in the Heps which led to the civil war, a&ed for 

fome time in fupport of the Senate, but afterwards fo effe&ually 
ferved the ambition of Julius Czefar *\ 

While Antony, ftill pofleffed of the kingdom of Egypt, or had any 
means of renewing the war, it was thought expedient that Oclavius 
in perfon lhould refide in Afia. The adminiftration in Italy was 
committed to Maecenas and Agrippa ; the firft intruded with the 
civil, the other with the military department; but a&ing under 
orders and inftrucHons from Csefar, which, though in form addreffed 

to the Senate, were previoufly fubmitted to thefe minifters ; and, after 
having received fuch alterations and corre&ions as they thought proper, 
were like wife intrufted to their execution. 

Agrippa, as has been mentioned, having borne his part in the 
victory at Aftium, returned into Italy with a particular charge of 
the veterans who were now intitled to their difmiffion, and to the 
reward of their fervices. He was chofen for this truft, as having 
fufficient authority to reprefs the mutinous ipirit which this order 
of men had ever difcovered as often as they were encouraged by 

vi&ory to (late their pretenfions and to over-rate their merits. The 
talk, however, was too arduous even for the daring courage and un- 

blemifhed reputation of this officer. The troops had been told, after 
the late a&ion, that, on account of the ftate of Cselar's finances, the 
reward of their fervices mult be deferred to the end of the war; 

* Dio. Ca£ lib. li. c. *. 
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fuch of them as were deftined to act in Afia and Egypt acquiefced in 
this delay, expecting to enrich themfelves in the mean time with the 
ipoils of thofe opulent countries 6s . But thofe who were fent back 
into Italy, expecting fuch fettlements in that country as the veterans 
had formerly received, upon their arrival laid claim to immediate 
fatisfaflion, and complained that Csefar, in employing his lieute- 
nants to treat with them, meant to evade their juft demands. 

In confequence of earned reprefentations from Maecenas and 
Agrippa, Hating thefe difcontents of the veterans as of the mofl dan- 
gerous tendency, Odavius, after he had determined to fix his refi- 
dence at Samos for the winter, fet fail for Italy in the moft tem- 
peftuous feafon, and in his paflage was twice expofed to great dan- 
ger j once in doubling the headlands of the Peloponnefus, and again 
near to the rocks of Acroceraunus. Being arrived at Bmndifium, he 
was met by many of the principal citizens of Rome, with the Senate 
and magiftrates, who, having committed the government of the city 
to the Tribunes, were come forward to receive him, and to pay their 
court. He likewife found the difcontented veterans ftill at the fame 
place, and obftinate in their purpofe of not fuffering themfelves to 
be dilbanded, until they fhould have obtained their juft gratification 
in money and allotments of land. 

O&avius, having occafion for all the arts in which he was already 
fo well verfed, now affecting to haften what he alleged had been only 
delayed to a more convenient time, proceeded to make way for thefe 
mutinous troops, by diflodging many pofTeffors of land, on pretence 
that they had favoured the queen of Egypt in the late war ; and, in 
order to provide the intended gratuities in money, he pretended to 
offer his own eftate to fale, or propoled to pledge it as fecurity for 
a loan. But no man having the courage to become either his creditor 

« Dio. Ca/T. iib.H.c. 3,4. 
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or the purchafer of his eftate, he reprefented his having made the offer 
as a fumcient excufe to the army for the delay which he was ftill 
obliged to make in gratifying their juft requefts. But the riches of 
Egypt, he faid, now forfeited by Cleopatra, would be an ample 
fund for the gratification of thofe who forbore their demands for the 
prefent, to have them more fully complied with hereafter". Having, 
by thefe means, pacified the clamours of thofe who were moft ur- 
gent ; and having been, during his ftay at Brundifium, veiled a 
fourth time with the titles and enfigns of Conful, he fet fail again for 
the coaft of Afia, with intention to give Antony and Cleopatra as 

little time as poflible to recoiled themfelves, or to reinftate their 
affairs. 

Thefe unfortunate adventurers, whofe arrival at the point of Tenarus 
has been mentioned, fteered from thence for the coaft of Africa, and 

parted fiom each other near to Paretonium, a fea-port of Lybia, which 
had been held by the kings of Egypt, as a barrier at fome diftance 
beyond the weftern frontier of their kingdom. In the neighbour- 
hoc d of this place, Antony expected to be received by Pinarius 
Scarpu?, whom he had placed at the head of his forces in that 

quarter But this omcer, from whatever pcrfon he may have re- 
ceived his appointment, or however he may have been inclined, 

while the Triumvirs divided the empire, was now, by the event of 
the battle of x\ctium, iufficiently determined in the choice of his 
partv. He had declared for Oclavius, and new ordered the mefien<- 

gers of Antony, and all the officers under his own command, who 
were difpofed to enter into any correfpondence with the vanquifhed 
party, to be put to death, 

tl Bio. CziT. lib. H. c. 4. ftand that Pinarius Scarpus had belonged to 

* 5 Irii. lib. H. c. 5. Plut. in Antonio, Antony, and tefencd from him on this 
£. *'. c .. F'jih :hr."r v/aier; fesrn to under- occafjen. 

Upon. 
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Upon- this difapp ointment, Antony relapfed into his former me- 
lancholy, propofed to kill himfelf, and was prevented only by the 
perfuafion of a few friends, who earneftly entreated him to try his 
foi tunes once more, at the head of the forces of Egypt 7 °. 

Cleopatra, in order to outrun the news of her difafter, and to 
prevent the diforders that might attend the fall of her authority, 
made all poffible hafle into her own dominions. When her fhips 
came in fight, fhe hoifted the enfigns of victory, and entered the 
harbour of Alexandria with fhouts of joy and triumph. Upon her 
landing, lhe gave an order to cut off, or to fecure, fome perfons of 
whofe affections Hie was doubtful, and then acknowledging the 
event of her late unfortunate expedition, took meafures for the de- 
fence of her kingdom. Under pretence of collecting money for this 
purpofe, me feized the effects of corporations and of private perfons, 
and ftript the temples of their ornaments and of their treafures. But, 
having 1'lill upon her mind all the impreflions of her late defeat, me 
rather looked for a retreat, to which flic might fly with the money 
flie amaffed, than for a ftation at which to withftand her enemy. 
Under thefe impreffions, fhe formed a project to have her fleet dragged 
over land, from the Nile to the gulf of Arabia, and ordered fhips to 

be built in the ports of that fea, trailing that her enemy could not, 
for fome time, be in condition to moleft her with any naval arma- 
ment in that quarter. 

After this project began, in part, to be executed, the Arabs, ap- 
prehending fome danger to themfelves, from the preparations which 

appeared to be making on their coafts, demolifhed the docks which the 
queen of Egypt had ordered to be fitted up, plundered her flores, 
and deftroyed the fhips which lhe had already built ; fo that fhe 
was reduced to the neceffity of making her defence on the Nile, 

** Plquin Antonio, p. 136. 410. edit. Lond. ann. 1724. Dio. Caff. lib. li. c. 

Rr 2 and 
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BOOK an( J 0 f abiding the fate which threatened her country from this 
V ' fide ,a . 

She had heard of Czfar's having gone back into Italy ; and from 
this circumftance, as well as from the difficulties of a winter naviga- 
tion round the coafls of Greece, both fhe and Antony thought thcm- 
felves fecure for that feafon. In this, however, they were difap- 
pointed by the activity and refolution of their enemy, who, having 

loft no time unnecefiarily at Brundifmm, had, in order to avoid the 
difficulties of the winter-navigation, ordered fome gallies to be 
dragged over land at the IfthmuB of Corinth ; and by this means, 
while he was yet believed to be beyond the fea of Ionia, was actu- 
ally well advanced in his voyage to the Nile 7i . His plan was to in- 
vade the kingdom of Egypt on two fides at once ; at Paretonium, 

on the fide of Africa, by an army under the command of Cornelius 
Gallus ; and at Pelufium, on the fide of Syria, with an army which 

he himfelf was to command 

Antony, upon his return to Alexandria, with the mortification 

of having been rejected by the Roman legions that were ftationcd on 

the frontier of the province of Africa, thinking it might ftrcngthen 
his own party againft that of Octevius, to point out an immediate 
offspring of the Julian family, and a fucceffion of leaders to the party 

of Cxfar, declared Cxfarion, the reputed fon of Julius Cxfar by 
Cleopatra, to be now of age, and qualified to enter upon the inhe- 
ritance of his father. But while he exafperated Oclavius by this 
fpecies of perfonal infult, he appeared incapable of any-rational plan 
of defence for himfelf or the kingdom he occupied. He even ab- 
fented himfelf from the councils that were held on this fubjecr, de- 
clined any fiiare in the management of affairs, and withdrew from 
the palace. 

»' Dio. Caff. lib. li. c. 7. Zonaras, lib. x. c. 33. 7a Dio. Caff, lib. Ii. c. 5. 

71 Orcmc;, lib. vi. 

While 
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While Antony continued in this humour, he was joined by Cani- c HA p « 

• XX m 

dius, the late commander of his land-forces at Actium. From this 
officer he had the melancholy account, that all his armies in Greece 
were difperfed ; that Herod, the king of Judea, had declared againft 
him, and all the princes he had lately placed upon different thrones in 
Afia had either followed this example, or been difplaced ; that he 

■ 

had not any pofleffion, nor any certain friend beyond the limits 
of Egypt. Upon receiving this account, he feemed to recover from, 
his melancholy, and acquired that fpecies of eafe which refults from 
defpair. He left his retreat, returned to the palace, and, with Cleo- 
patra, gave himfelf up to diflipation, profufion, and continual riot. 

They formed parties of pleafure, confiding of fuch perfons as pro- 

fetfed their refolution to die rather than to fall into the hands of the 

\ 

enemy Antony had an officer retained to put a period to his life 
in the fuppofed extremity in which this choice was to be made, and 
Cleopatra had a collection of poifons for the fame purpofe. 

In the midft of this feeming indifference to life, both the queen 
and her lover, however, fubmitted at times to make advances to 
Cxfar, and to fue for mercy. They difpatched their mefTengers to- 
gether; but as Cleopatra fent, on her own account, prefents of a 
crown, a fceptre, and a throne of gold, and privately inftructed her 
agent to found the difpofition of Cxfar with refped to herfelf, this 

crafty politician perceived that flic wifhed to be considered apart from 

Antony, and encouraged her to hope for a feparate treaty. While 
he made no reply to Antony, and in public infifted that Cleopatra 
herfelf fhould furrender at difcretion, he, in private 1 , encouraged the 
queen to hope for better terms, and erven to imagine what he fup- 
pofed her willing to believe, that flic might ftill make Ibme i'mprefllon 

on hie mind by the charms of her perfori. 



*♦ Plut. In Antonio, 



9 As 



9 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



As Octavius had an agent at the court of Egypt to infi'nuate thefe 
hopes, and to cultivate the difpofition which the queen had fliown 
to a ieparate treaty, Antony became jealous of the frequent con- 
ferences to which this agent was admitted, and ordered him to be 
whipped, and expelled from tiie court. Senfible, however, of the 
enormity of this outrage, he wrote to Octavius loon after to make 
an apology. " My misfortunes," hefaid, " have made me peeviih, 
" and this fellow had provoked me ; but you may take your revenge 
u on the perfori of my agent, who is with you." In the fubfequeiit 
part of this letter.he put Ofiavius in mind of their former intimacy, 

of their near relation, of their parties of pleafure, or rather de- 
baucheries ; and obferved, that his frolics with Cleopatra did not dc- 
ierve to be more feriouily treated, than affairs of the fame kind in which 
they had. palled fome idle hours together. He, at the fame time, de- 
livered up P. Turvilius, a Roman Senator, who had been fuppofed 
acceiTary to the death of Julius Csfar, and who had, for fome time, 

been attached to himfelf ; and he concluded his letter with fome ex- 
preffions of magnanimity, faying, That he was willing to die, pro- 
vided he could obtain any favourable terms for the queen of Egypt 7i . 
Octavius however continued inexorable ; and urging his military 

operations on both frontiers of the kingdom of Egypt, got pofleflion 
of Peluiium and of Paretonium ; of the firft, it was laid, in confe- 

quence of his intrigues with Cleopatra, and by her connivance ; of 
the fecond, by the intire defe&ion of the troops which Antony had 
fiationed for the defence of the place, and who now became an ac~ 
ceflion to the army of his rival. 

Cleopatra, as if fenfible of the fufpicions Ihe had incurred on the 
furrender of Pelufium, and defirous to recover the confidence of 

Antony, doubled her attention to his perfon, kept the aniverfary of 

75 Dio. Caff, lib, li, c. 9, 

his 
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his birth-day with unufual fplendor ; and, to remove any fufpicion of C H A P. 
her having connived at the Iofs of Pelufium, delivered up the officer \ — j 
of the name of Seleucus, who had furrendercd that place, that he 
might atone for his treachery by a fuitable punifliment. 

Antony, obferving the progrefs which his enemy made on the 
frontiers of the kingdom, and being weary of the project of ending 
his life in a riot, took a better refolution, and muftering what forces 
he could, both by fea and by land, was determined to try the 
fortune of a war, or to die, at leaft, fword in hand. When the 
enemy advanced to Alexandria, he attacked their cavalry, and put 

them to -flight. Encouraged by his fuccefs in this encounter, he or- 
dered all his forces to aflemble on the rirft of Auguft 76 . On this day 

he propofed to bring the conteft to a deciflon, at once, both by fea 
and by land 77 : but the Egyptian fleet being ordered to begin the 
aclion, ftruck their colours, and furrendered themfelves without a 
blow. The cavalry, at the fame time, deferted to the enemy ; and 
the infantry being routed, fled into the city. 

Upon this difperfion of all his forces, Antony complained, that he 
was betrayed, and was heard to accufe the queen. This unhappy 
author of his misfortunes had taken refuge, during the action, with 
a few attendants, in the monument which, upon a plan of great mag- 
nificence, was then recently built for a royal fepulchre. Thither me 
lud already tranfported all her jewels, money, and moft valuable 
effects. The accefs of the place was contrived to be fhut from 
within, in fuch a manner as not to be opened without great labour'*. 

It was given out, that the queen had retired in order to kill hevfelf at 

the tomb, in which fhe was to be buried ; and foon after, the report 
was fprcad that fhe was actually dead. 

7 * Orofius, lib. vi. p. 268. 77 Dio. Caff. Ii'?. li. c. 10. 

n piut. in Antonio. 
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Antony, being now arrived at the end of all his hopes, and of his 
efforts, made hafte to follow the fuppofed example of the queen, and 
gave his fword, for this purpofe, to Eros, a freed flave, who had 
promiied to me it when required in the laft action of friendfhip to 
his mailer ; but Etgs, unable to fulfil his promife, inftead of killing 
his.mafter, plunged the fword into his own bofom. Antony then 
fnatching the weapon, wounded himfelf ; but not expiring imme- 
diately, he was told, as he lay bleeding, that Cleopatra was yet 
alive, and fafe in the monument. Seeming to revive at thefe tidings, 

he gave directions that he fliould be carried to her prefence. Upon 
his coming, fhe appeared on the battlements ; hut under pretence that 
Ihe feared a furprife, xefufed to have the gates unbarred, and made it 
neceffary to have him towed over the walls. Although fhe had 

wiihed to difengage herfelf from this unfortunate man, and had even 
fubmitted to betray him, now when (he faw him laid at her feet ex- 
piring 75 , and covered with his blood, lhe beat her bread, and tore 
her hair in the agonies of real fuffering, mixed with the affectation 
of pretended paflion. 

Antony, having foraewhat in his mind which he wifhed to exprefs, 
called for wine, recovered ftrength enough to utter a few words, and 
expired 13 ; thus ending his life in the fifty-third, or, according to 
others, in the fifty-fixth year of his age s ' ; difpofed, even in the 
laft fcenes of it, to occupy the intervals of relaxation in riot and de- 
bauchery ; and verifying, in all the fteps of his manhood and age, 
the charge of extravagance and profligacy, which marked his youth, 
and his firft appearances in public affairs. He was poffefTed of talents 

for the council and the field, which lie never exerted for any valuable 
purpofe, or rather never exerted at all, except when he was preffed by 

the moft urgent necefTity of his fituation. Under this preffure, indeed, 

79 Die. CdT. lib. 11. c. io. M Zonar. lib. x. c. 30. 81 Plut. in Antonio. 

he 
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he fometlmes repaired by his induflry and vigour the breaches which chap, 
were made by his diffipation or neglect. In confequence of his con- VW " 
nedtion with Julius Gaefir, and of the place he gained among the mili- 
tary factions, which endeavoured to engrofs or to divide his power, 
he was tempted to confider the Roman empire itfelf as the fcene of 
his pleafures ; and, in aiming at the fovereignty of the world, expe- 
rienced thofe reveries which fully difplayed the verfatility and infla- 

bility of his own character. But he fell, at laft, deferted by every 

Roman citizen who had ever been attached to his intereft ; betrayed 

by that perfon to whofe caprices chiefly he facrificed his fortunes, and 

under the fatal experience, that the utmoft efforts of refolution, in- 
cited by the fenfe of extreme neceffity, will not always retrieve the 
errors of paft diffipation and folly. 

When Antony gave himfelf the wound of which he died, one of 

his attendants, extracting the dagger from his body, ran with it to 

Oftavius, who, feeing the weapon ftained with blood, and being told 
what had paffed, perhaps in imitation of Julius Csfar, who is faid to 
have wept for the death of Pompey, was obferved to flied tears 

Suetonius reports that he aftewards defired to fee the body 83 . 

Cleopatra, as foon as the fcene in the monument was over, and 
{he had recollected herfelf, fent an intimation of Antony's death to 
Czfar, and then probably indulged her hopes, that the great obftacle 
to her peace being removed, (he might obtain that confideration for 
her feparate interefts, which Octavius, by insinuations, or expreffions 
of civility, had given her caufe to expect. 

After the late conteft was, in a great meafure, decided, the 
victor continued to encourage the queen of Egypt to hope for 

a feparate treaty; and. amufed her with civilities, while he endea- 
voured to inform himfelf of her treafure, and to make fure of her 
.is a captive to adorn his triumph, a circumftance efteemed of 

81 Pint, in Antonio. 83 Sueton. in Otfar. c. 17. 
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B CK) £ th e higheft importance at Rome ; but he had avoided coming under 

any engagements that mould preclude him from the full ufe of his 
vi&ory. Upon receiving her meflage, he fent Caius Proculeius, a 
Roman Knight, and Epaphroditus, an emancipated flave, to foothe 
her fears, to adminifter comfort, and, if poflible, without ftipulating 

any conditions, to fecure her perfon. 

What Oclavius chiefly apprehended from the unfortunate queen, 
s fome violent attempt on her own life. His emifTaries, therefore, 



having fuffered her, at her own earneft requeft, to remain where fhe 

was until the funeral of Antony mould be over ; they made a ftri# 

fearch, in order to remove from her hands every weapon, or fuppofed 
inftrument of death ; and, under pretence of doing her honour, placed 
a guard on the monument. They prevailed upon her afterwards to 
remove to the palace, where me was attended with the ufual ftate and 
dignity of a fovereign u . But being ftill kept at a diftance from (Mir, 
and in fufpence with refpeel to his intentions, me expreffed great 

anxiety, and feemed to meditate fome defperate purpofe. In order 
to divert her from any fatal refolution, which might deprive Cxfar's 
triumph cf a principal ornament, fhe was told, that he confented to fee 
her, and was to make her a vifit in her own apartments. Upon this 

intimation, me ordered the chambers to be fitted up in the raoft ele- 
gant manner, and decorated, in particular, with the picture and buft 
of Julius Csfar. When the expected vifit of Octavlus was to be 
paid, fhe took care to have bundles of the late Gsefars letters and me- 
morials before her. She herfelf was drefled in mourning, which fhe 
knew was fuppofed, at all times, to become her, and which, on this 
occafion, might give an expreflion of tender melancholy that ren- 
dered her perfon and her ftate more affecting. When Oclavius pre- 
fected himfelf fhe rofe from her couch ; but, as if overawed by his 
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prcfence, with an air of modefty and dejection, fixed her eyes on c 
the ground. In accofting him, fhe called him Mailer. a To his fa- 
(< ther," fhe faid, " fiie owed all her fortunes, and now willingly 
" refigned them to the fon. The memory of the great Julius fhould 
« be a fufficient comfort in all her afflictions ; flie would even 
" confider him as revived in the perfon of his fon. But would to 

" God," fhe faid, burfting into tears, " that I had died before him, 
" fo fliould I have efcaped the evils which his death, and the confe- 

" qucnces of it have brought upon me !" Octavius bid her be of 

good courage ; and allured her, that no hurt was intended her. But 

flie obfervjng, that he fpoke thefe words with coldnefs, and turned 
his eyes away, threw herfelf upon the ground in agonies of defpair. 

" I neither wifh," fhe faid, " nor can I continue to live. I fliould 
" have died when Ca.'far fell ; and there is another now who calls 

" upon me to follow him j fuffcr me to reft with him on whofe ac- 

" count I die 



81 » 



This interview concluded with a requeft on the part of the queen, 
that ihe might be allowed to perform the obfequies of Antony, t® 
which fhe proceeded with all the appearances of an affectionate wi- 
dow iii the deepeft affliction ; but as there is no doubt, that flie had 
betrayed the perfon whom flie now appeared fo much to lament, it is 
probable that her tears, , though pretended to be fhed on account of 
the dead, were, in reality, directed to move and to win his furviving 
rival. She ltill trufted to the effects of her beauty, and was, in her 

prefent fituation, what fhe had been in the moft ferious councils of State, 

a mere coquette, who, being naturally difpofed to violent paflions, 

could perfonate any character, or turn her real paflions to account 

in ferving any difguifed purpofc of vanity or ambition. 



" Dio. Caff. Hb.xli. c. 12. 
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The fcene which Cleopatra aded on the prefent occafion, 
in -whatever degree fhe was pofleffed by real or .affeded defpair, 
had no other effed on Odavius, than to make him redouble his at- 
tention to prevent any attempt which Ihe might intend to make 

againft her own life. Epaphroditus had orders to watch her with great 
diligence ; a circumflance from which fhe had the fegactty to infer a 
fixed determination to carry her as a captive to Rome. She was 

foon confirmed in her fufpicions ; having intelligence, that Odavius 
himfelf, being to march by land, had given orders that fhe, with 
her children, fhould be fent into Italy by* fea. Equally anxious to 

avoid being led in triumph, as the vi&or was defirous to prefcrvc 
her for this purpofe, Ihe inftantly took meafures to end her life. 
But in order to elude the vigilance of her keeper, fhe affeded to be 

refigned to her fate, gave an inventary, and delivered up all her 

effeds, referving only a few jewels, which fhe profeffed an intention 
to deliver with her own hands, in prefents, to Livia and Oclavia, 
She even affeded to drefs in her ufual gay and fumptuous manner j 
and pretending to have fome bufinefs of confequence to communicate 
to Caefar, fhe gave Epaphroditus a letter, and charged him to deliver 
it with his own hands. It contained expreffions of exultation at 
having obtained her end, and having efcaped from her enemies. 

Odavius, on feeing this letter, inftantly gave orders to prevent 
what he apprehended was her purpofe ; but the queen, at the arrival 
of the meffenger, was already dead, and laid upon a couch of ftate. 

One of the women, who ufually attended her, was likewife dead ; 

the other was expiring ; but while the meffenger of Odavius was 
entering the chamber, obferving that the crown had fallen from her 

miftrefs's head, fhe made an effort, with what ftrength fhe had left, 
to replace it. No mark of violence appeared on the body of the 
queen, except a fmall pundure in her arm ; and fhe was therefore 
fuppofed to have died of a venomous bite, or of a fcratch with 

3 a poifoned 
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a poifoned infLrument. To render the laft of thefe conje&ures the c HA P. 
more probable, it was faid, that me always earned a pin in her hair, 
the point of which was tainted with poifon. She was now at the 
age of nine-and-thirty years, and of thefe had lived fourteen years 
with Antony. 

Octavius, being difappointed of his defign to lead the queen of 
Egypt as a captive in his triumph, had her effigy, with an afpick 
fixed upon the arm, fabricated to fupply her place in the proceffion. 
He no longer kept any meafures with her family or kingdom. Cze- 
larion her fon, fuppofed by Julius Csefar, and of courfe a pretended 
heir to (Mars fortunes, had too high pretenfions to be fpared ; en- 
deavouring to make his efcape into Ethiopia, he was taken in his 
flight, and killed. Antyllas^ the fon of Antony by Fulvia, being of 
an age to receive impreffions which might render him dangerous, 

was likewife facrifked to the fafety of the conqueror. He had taken 

refuge at the fhrine of Julius Cacfar, but was forced from thence, 



1 
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d flain. The other children, whether of Cleopatra, or of Antony, 
were fpared, and honourably treated, Thofe of the latter, by Oclavia, 
being near relations of Ctefar, and afterwards intermarried with the 
reigning family, left a pofterity who fucceeded to the empire 8 \ 

Among the partizans of the vanquiflied party who were or- 
dered for execution, only two or three Romans of note are men- 
tioned: Canidius, who had commanded the land-forces of Antony 
at AcYium, and who Hill adhered to him in the wreck of his fortunes 
Caffius Parmenfis, a man of letters and a poet, who had been attached 
to Brutus and Caffius, but, having employed his wit againft O&avius, 
was received by Antony, and lived with him in great intimacy ; and 
Ovinius, who, having been a Roman Senator, is faid to have de- 
graded himfelf by taking charge of the manufactures which were car- 
ried on in the palace of the queen of Egypt. 



95 Sueton, in O&av. c. 17. Dio. Caff. lib. li. c. 19. Plut. in Antonio. 
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In limiting the feverity of his executions to thefe examples, O&a- 
yius appeared greatly to reftrain the cruelty which he had formerly 
exerciied againfi his enemies ; he, at the fame time, gave proofs of his 

munificence, by releafing all fchofe who were in cuftody at Alexandria 
whether as prifoners cf Hate, as captives, or hoftages from foreign 
nations li . 

n Crotu;. p. 2C9. Veil. Pater. lib. ii. c. 87. 
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BOOK VI. 



CHAP. I. 

The Merit or Demerit of Parties in the later Period of the Roman 

Republic. Return of Oclavius to Rome. His triumphs and 

public Entertainments. Reform of the Army. Proportion to 



rejig n his Power. Confutation of Agrippa and Maecenas.* 

Preludes to the pretended Reftgnation of Oclavius. His Speech in 

the Senate. His confent to retain a Part in the Government of the 

Empire.— Diflribution of the Provinces.— -Title of Augujlus* 
The EJlabUfment of Augufus. 

ALTHOUGH, in compiling this Hiftory, it has been intended c H A P, 
to avoid expreffions of mere praife and blame, other than are * ' 
contained in the detail of fads and fpecification of characters ; and 

to ftate, in every inftance 3 the tranfadtion itfelf, rather than the 

judgment 
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BOOK judgment of the writer ; yet it is hoped that where queftions of m 
w-v i or demerit are in any confiderable degree problematical, and wl 

readers are likely to take oppofite fides, he too may be indulgec 

fome general difcuflion. 

We may fuppofe the Roman republic to have been haflening to its 

U. C. 629. ruin from the fedition of Tiberius Gracchus, to the times on which 

U.C. 7:5. we are now entered. A great revolution has been fo long in de- 

pendance, and more blood has been med in an age of boafted 
learning and politenefs, than perhaps has been known to flow in any 
equal period of the moft barbarous times. 

In judging of thofe who were concerned in this tranfa&ion, we 

.ay form our opinions now upon fpeculative confiderations, as they 

themfelves joined their party from motives of intereft, ambition, or 
public virtue. Although it be allowed that, in point of juftice, we 
muft give a preference to thofe who endeavoured to preferve the 
conflitution of their country, and who acted merely in defence of 
themfelves and their fellow-citizens ; yet in this inftance it will be 
alleged, that the event has had the effect of an experiment, to mow 
that what they ftrove to perform was impracticable, and that not- 
withstanding the juftice of their caufe, the circumftances of the times 
were fuch as to have rendered their fuccefs not only defperate, but in 
a great meafure inexpedient. They were born to a republic, it is 
true ; but the people who were deftined to govern in that republic 
could no longer be fafely intruded with government ; and to contend 
for fuch a trull in behalf of men who were unworthy of it, was a 
dangerous error, for which the beft intentions could not atone. Even 
t he Roman Senate itfelf could not fupply all the exigencies of go- 
vernment over a dominion of fuch extent, and containing fo many 
fources of corruption. Its own members were degenerated, and 

fallen from the virtue of their anceftors. They were trained up in a 
luxury at home, which was to be fupplied by the moft cruel rapacity 

abroad, 
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abroad in the provinces. Such an empire could be preferred only c 
by the force and prompt executions of defpotifm. The change there- 
fore from republic to monarchy, it may be alleged, was feafo li- 
able } and Cato, with Cicero, Brutus, and all the other partizans of 
the commonwealth, actuated by a miftaken, though commendable 
zeal, for liberty, would have fupported their fellow-citizens in their 
pretenfions to government after they were unworthy of it; in 
this attempt fell a neceffary facrifice to their own error ; and in their 
ruin made way for an eftabliftiment better fitted for the condition of 
the age, and to the character of the people, than that for which they 
contended and bled. 

In this manner of ftating the fubjed, we lay the talk of vindicating 
their own conduct on thofe who endeavoured to preferve, not upon 
thofe who deftroyed, the republic. But in judging of the merits of 
men in fo diftant a fcene, we muft not proceed on conceptions drawn 
from the experience of fubfequent ages, on our own predilection for 
monarchy in general, or even on our judgment of its expedience in 
that particular cafe ; we muft fuppofe ourfelves in the fituation of 
thofe who acted, and who, in the refult of this conteft, from the 
condition of equals, were to become matter and fervant, or lord 
and vaflaL One party ftrove that they mould be matters, the other 
that they themfelves fhould not be flaves. The latter contended for 

the rights, which, together with their fellow-cirizens, they had in- 
herited, as Romans ; they endeavoured to preferve the manners, as 
well as the inftitutions, of their country, againft the deftroyers of 
both. The other party, at firft, under pretence of zeal for higher 
meafures of popular government than thofe they enjoyed, endea- 
voured to corrupt the people whom they meant to enflave ; and 
having, upon plaufible pretences, got poffeffion of the fword, they 

turned it againft the eftablilhed government of their country. Nei- 
ther of thofe parties, probably, ftated the fpeculative queftion which 

Vol, III. T t we 
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we may now be Inclined to difcufs, whether republic or monarchy 

was belt accommodated to the Roman State in the height of its do- 
minion, and in the full tide of luxury ? 

The wife, the courageous, and the juft alone are intitled to power; 
the innocent alone are intitled to freedom. But they who are not 
confcious of having forfeited their right to either, are undoubtedly 
juftifiable in perfifting to maintain it. The virtuous who refign their 

freedom, at the fame time refign their virtue, or at leaft yield up 
that condition which is required to preferve it. Citizens who were 
born to inherit this condition, and who had the courage to harbour 
and to cherifh that elevation of mind which belongs to it, were in- 
titled to maintain for themfelvcs the poft of honour to the laft, and 
mud fcr ever receive from thofe who refpect integrity and magna- 
nimity the tribute of efteem, even of tendernefs, which is due to 

their memory. 

If ever there was a body of men fit to govern the world, it was the 

Roman Senate, compofed of citizens who had paffed through the 

higher offices of State, who had ftudied the affairs of their country 
in the execution of its councils, and in the command of its armies ; 
and it will for ever be remembered, in behalf of thofe who wilhed to 

preferve its authority, that if their removal from the fcene on which 

they acted was expedient or feafonable, it was fo becaufe that fcene 

was become unworthy of their prefence. 

Some of the characters, indeed, that appeared in this caufe, may 
require a feparate treatment. In that of Cato, virtue was the remit 

cf a deeiiive and comprehenfive reflection. To him rectitude of 
conduct was in itfelf, without regard to confequencc?, -the fuprcme 
object of deiire and purfuit. His penetration, as well as courage, 
in the early endeavours he made, and in the manly fteadinefs with 
which he perhlied to oppofe the defigns of Cazfar and Pompey, while 

others wavered, and either did not perceive their intention, or tamely 

I fubmitted 
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fubmitted to them, gave him a (hiking fupcricrity over his contcmpo- CHAP. 

^ ■ 

raries \ He is reprefcnted by Cicero, in fome inftance?, as retaining < , » 

his inflexibility, when fome degree of compliance was more likely to 
preferve the republic. The fame cenfure has been repeated by others ; 
but Cato was .prefent to the fcene, had no by-views to miflend him, 
raid tliere is not any reafon to prefer the judgment of thofe who cenfure 
him to his own. Cicero temporifed, made the experiment of what 
compliance on fome occafions could effect:, and even flattered himfelf 
that he had gained the affections of Crefar and Pompey to the republic, 
by giving way to the arts which they employed to deftroy it. 

The fellow-fufferers cf Cato, in the fame caufe of the republic, 

were perfons of a different character from himfelf. To him 
virtue was the end, to them it was the means which they employed 
for the attainment of their end, and they meafured advantages by 
the fuccefs of their purfuits. Cato pofleffed independence in the 
courage and rcfolution of his own mind 5 they fought for it in the 
inftitutions of their country ; they wifhed to preferve their own 
rights, and would yield them to no individual or fet of men what- 
ever. This character is indeed in a high degree meritorious ; no 
more is required to form an excellent citizen, and no more was re- 
(lUirecl but the prevalence or frequency of fuch a character at Rome 
to have preferred, and even to have reformed, that fickly and perilli- 
ng conftitution of government. 

The natural antidote of vice is reftraint and correction j but in 
great diforders, and where the fyftem itfelf is corrupted, what is 

1 The impreffion of C:,to's charter re- Virgil and Horace, though courtiers, could 

mdncl fo d;cp with pofterity, as well as not be retrained on this fubjetf. Vid. 

\,ith the immediate wit e/l'es of his conduft, Encid. lib. uii. vcr. 670. Hor. lib. i. od. 12. 

that ro authority on the part of thofe who He was re ered, it has been faid, rather as a 

iviihed to traduce him had any effeft. It good than as a great man; but mankind do 

h remarkable, that even the authority of ihc not revere without an opinion of great ability, 

Cci'ars did not filence thofe who in other as well as benevolent intention. Vid. Lord 

irftanwa fubmitted to flatter them, nor pre- Uolingbroke's Patriot King. 
VtTtt their joining in the praifes of C.;to. 
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applied for a remedy is fomerimes an evil, as well as the difeafe. 
They who perufe the hiftory of Rome, under the continued effects 

of a revolution, which is now accomplifhed or faft approaching, will 

find no caufe to congratulate the world* on its having efcaped from the 
factions of Clodius and Milo, to incur the evils that arofe under 
Caius and Nero. 

The impoffibility of preferving the republic, or its unfitnefs to re- 
main at the head of fo great an empire, is no doubt the mofl plaufible 
excufe which is made for its fubverfion ; but this apology neither 
Csfar nor Pompey was iutitled to make for himfelf. Ca?far affected 
a zeal for popular government, and Pompey ftrove to inflame all its 
evils, in order to render himfelf neceffary to the ariftocracy. Cscfar 
fomented political troubles, in order to weaken the hands of the 
Senate, or in order to find a pretence to make war upon them; and 
at lafl, under the fhew of releafing the people from the tyranny of 
that body, drew that fword with which he accomplifhed the ruin of 

of both. 

The Senate indeed had many difficulties to encounter ; that of 
protecting the provinces from oppreffion, in which many of their 
own members were concerned ; that of restraining the tumults and 
diforders of a licentious people, led by different factions, defirous of 
change, or impatient of government 3 and that of conducting a pre- 
tended popular affembly, in whom the legiflation and fovereignty of 
the empire was nominally veiled, It is, however, difficult to judge 
how far fo able a council, while they themfelves remained in any 
degree uncorrupted, might not have found antidotes, or at leaft tem- 
porary expedients, to refill every other evil, if they had not been fo 
ably attacked as they were by the firft Cscfar and Pompey, who 
joined interefls together, to break down the defences of a fortrefs, 
which they afterwards feverally intended to occupy. 

The 
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The ordinary train of affairs at Rome j the fubftitution of tumults 
for regular affemblies of the People ; the practice of committing 
the provinces, with fo many refources, and the command of fuch 
armies, with fo little controul, to the difcretion of ambitious citi* 
zens ; the dangerous powers which accompanied the higher offices 
of State, without any check upon thofe who were inclined to abufe 
thofe powers, the eafy recourfe which perfons of dangerous pre- 
tentions, when rejected by the Senate, had to popular riots, under the 
denomination of Comitia, or Affemblies of the People, made the 
deftruction of the commonwealth in fome meafure neceffary. 

With fuch citizens as the Gracchi, as Apuleius, as Marius and 
Cinna, Clodius and Milo, it was difficult to preferve a republic ; 
but with fuch citizens as Cxfar and Pompey, it was altogether 

impoflible ; or rather the republic may be confidered as at an end 
from the time' it was in their power to difpofe of it. 

The firft clafs of thefe adventurers were milled by their paffions, 
or fell into the vices of their fituation. They endeavoured to rule 
by popular tumults or military force, and when they could not perr 

vert the ordinary forms of the State to their purpofe, employed vio- 
lence to fet them afide ; but even in this, by their mutual oppofition, . 
they preferved a kind of balance, in which the freedom of the com- 
monwealth feemed to remain. 

* 

Pompey and Cxfar promoted fyftematically all the evils to which, 
their country was expofed. They had recourfe to the populace for 
rrants which the Senate refufed ; they prolonged the term of pro-? ■ 
vincial appointments, which were fufficiently dangerous, however, 
/hort ; they united together powers that were fufficiently dangerous • 
v» r hen feparate 5 united the command of armies in the provinces with 
the authority of office at Rome j and, inftead of fufpending the fate 
of the commonwealth by their mutual obftrucTions to each other, 
liaftened its ruin by concerting together their meafures againft it ; 

leaving 
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K leaving the deciiion of their respective claims,, till after rhey had ren- 
dered the republic a necefiary prey to the one or the other. 

Porr.pey for fome time thought himfelf in actual pofleffidn of the 
monarchy ; Cxfar, in the mean time, provided the mod effectual 
means to ravim it from him. To ftate the difficulty of preferring 
the republic in fuch hands, as an excufe Lr their having deftroyedir, 
were to offer the character of criminals as an excufe for their 
crimes. When the highwaymen are abroad, the traveller muft he 



robbed ; but this is net an excufe for the crime. Cscfar and Pompcy 
are blamed, not becaufe the republic had an end, but becaufe thev 

4 

themfeives were the evils by which it pcrifned. 

The neceflity of fubmitting, at lead for a time, to the govern- 
ment of fmgle men, had been repeatedly experienced by the Ro- 
mans, and was fo in the higheft degree at the times to which thefc 
obfervations refer; but this will not juftify the pretenfions of cverv 
profligate perfon who may affect to place himfelf in the ftation of 
fovereign. If upon this ground Cato and Brutus were to be blamed 
for refitting the power cf Cxfar; the laft, in his turn, muft be blamed 
for reiifting the Slower of' Pompey and other citizens, hi their rc- 

fpective ages, for rejecting the advances which were made by Marius, 
Cinna, Catalir.e, and other profiigate adventurers, who attempted to 
place themfeives at the head of the empire. 

Of the two Ciefars, the firft poffeffed the talent of influencing, of 
gaining, and employing men to his purpofe, beyond any other per- 
fon that is known in the hiftory of the world ; but it is furely 
not for the good of mankind that he ihould be admired in other 
refpects. To admire even his clemency, is to miflake policy and 
cunning for humanity. The fecond Cxfar, in the part which he 
acted againft the republic, is in many refpecls more excufable than 
the full. He entered the fcene when the piece was much farther 

advanced, 
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advanced, when his countrymen had fubmitted to monarchy, under 

the title of a perpetual Dictatorship, and when he himfelf was con- 




fiderecl as the heir of a perfon who had poffeffed this pre -eminence. 
He was therefore at leaft nearer to the condition of a hereditary 
prince, who may be allowed to confider fovereignty as his birth- 
right, and who, however he may be difpofed to promote the good 

of mankind, has a right to maintain his own {ration, and may be 
fuppofed to acquit himfeif fufficiently of his duty, by making a 
proper life of his power, without being under any obligation to re- 
iign it, or to admit of improper encroachments upon the eftate to 
which he is born. 

The firft. C#far ftrove againft thofe who endeavoured to preferve 
their own rights and thofe of their country ; the fecond, although 
he fucceeded to the fame quarrel, and actually paid no refpect to the 
republic, more than was necefTary to cover his defign againft it, yet 
appears, more than the firft, in the light of a perfon who ftrove 
only with the rivals of his own ambition, and with his competitors 
for the fucceffion of his uncle and adoptive father, who, having 
declared him the heir of his fortune, gave him a pretence to fup- 
port the pre-eminence he himfelf had gained. 

This apology, neverthelefs, though more powerful in its appli- 
cation to the cafe of the fecond Caviar than to that of the firft, is very 
imperfect in its application to either. If Oclavius had been educated 
under any impreffionsof hereditary right to the fovereignty of the-. 
Roman republic, the fate of the perfon from whom he derived, his 
fuppofed right, and the fubfequent, though temporary, re-eftablifti- 
mcntof the commonwealth, which he witnefTcd, and which he pre- 
tended to .approve, were fuHicicnt to have undeceived him,, and to. 
have taught him the part which he had to act as a Roman .citizen,, 
and the modefty with which he ought to have waited for the legal 
age and the conftitutionai election, in order to obtain thofe offices o£ 

State 
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book State to which, in common with the other citizens of Rome, his con- 



Odavius, however, is not perhaps to be tried fo much in the ca- 



had funk under the firft Csfar ; fo Brutus, Caflius, and the other 
reftorers of the commonwealth, with the lad of the family of Pom- 



turer now remains fole commander of all the armies of the republic, 
and fole mafter of all its provinces, from the banks of the Euphrates 
to the fea of Britain. And the conteft for this mighty fovereignty 
being now at lead decided, it remains that we obferve what new 
form the world is to receive under the dominion of its mafter, or 
what mighty harvefl is to be reaped by him who is in poffeffion 
of the field, and who is now enabled to gather what fo many heroes 
had fown or planted, and what fo many pretenders to the fame ob- 
ject would have raviihed or torn from each other. 

This able adventurer having, in other fituations, conducted his 
afiairs with fo much difcredon, as well as enterprife, continued in 
his prefent elevation to exercife the fame profitable virtues. In the 
fe verities which he had formerly pra&ifed againft thofe who oppofed 
him, there was fufEcient evidence of a cruel and fanguinary ; nature % 



* Sec the Hiilory of the Profcription, and his attendance at the facrifices or executions 
xlone at Perufia. Saeton. in O&av. c ij. 
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and It were monftrous to ftippofe that the murders which were c 
perpetrated by his order, or with his confent, >cou!d be juftified by 1 
the neceflity of affairs in which his engaging at all was criminal 
But as the horror of Sylla's cruelties, ftiH remaining in the minds of 
the people, was a great bar to the fuccefs of any fimilar ufurp- 
ation, and fuggefted to Julius Cafar, in the beginning of his career, 
an oppofite courfe of clemency and mercy ; fo the fate of this laft 
adventurer, who, after having mown mercy to many t)f ftis oppo- 
nents, fell at laft bythe handsof thofe hehad fpared, probably fuggefted 
to the Triumvirate the neceflity of fecuring themfelves before they 
affected the reputation of mercy, and, as we lhall fee, fuggefted to 
this heir of Casfar the caution not to affront, fo directly as the other 
had done, that republican fpirit, whofe effects he had occafion to 
dread. 

Octavius, though inferior to his uncle in the capacity of a foldler* 
being equally mafter of every neceflary artifice, had recourfe to the 
ufe of clemency when it fuited the ftate of his affairs. His fteps 
became .gradually lefs bloody, from the firft fatal profcription to the 
laft victory which he obtained over Antony; and in this he reverfed 
the order that was obferved by the firft Gefar, beginning to affect 

moderation in a period of the war, correfpcnding to that in which the 
military executions of the other were obferved to have become more 
decifive and bloody. 

In the whole management of the conteft with Antony, Octavius 
had conducted hhnfelf with a Angular addrefs. Stating himfelf as 
a Roman Conful merely, he difcontinued the power of Triumvir in 
his own perfon, in order To ftrip his antagonift likewife of that cha- 
racter. To avoid appearances which might divide any part of the 
Roman People againft him, he overlooked Antony entirely in the 
pretended quarrel with the queen of Egypt, or he affected to con fid er 
him as a perfon under fome fatal delufron, and ifi hazard of becoming 

Vol. III. Uu a traitor 
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a traitor to his own country, from his attachment to a ftranger and 
an artful woman. The war was declared againft the queen of Egypt 
3k>ne, and, like any other foreign wa^ was undertaken by Odavius 
in the capacity of Roman Conful, and with an obfervance of all 

the ufual forms of the commonwealth. 

Odavius was remarkable for employing difguifes, which, though 
too thin to conceal the truth, furnilhed his own party, at feaft, with 
a pretence for iupporting him, and ccnliderably helped him forwards 

in the execution of all his deligns. Affecting to be no more than 
Conful, or ordinary magiftrate, he exercifed the power of a mafter, 
or military ufurper, in the weltern provinces ; and haftened, by the 
reduction of Egypt, and the fupprefiion of his rivals who had taken 
refuge in that kingdom, to make himfelf equally fovereign in the 

Eaft. In the abfence of this Conful the affairs of State in the capital 

were not permitted, as ufual, to devolve on his nominal colleague, 

cor, in the abfence of both Confuls, to devolve on the officer that was 
next in rank ; but were in the hands of Maecenas, a perfon known 
for the minifter or confident of Odavius, without any other rank or 

title of office in the commonwealth. Thefe circumftances were fuf- 
{jcient tb difcredit the profeflions which he continued to make of his 

zeal for the conftitution of the republic ; but when it is convenient 

ibr parties to be deceived, they fhut their eyes upon every circum-- 
ftance which tends to expofe the deception. 

It was not indeed neceffary at prefent that the People fhould be 

■ 

impofed upon, in order to enable the head of the army to reign with 
an abfolute fway in Italy and over alL the weftern provinces. • As the 
troops who were actually under arms looked forward to their general 
for future provifions and fetilements, fo the veterans, then eftablifhed 
in the country, looked up to him as the guardian of their property, 
and confidered his power as the principal fecurity of what they pof- 

fcfled. If it were neceflary, in this cafe, to preferve the appearances , 

of 
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of civil government, in order to conciliate the minds of the citizens, 
it was equally neceffary to preferve the reality of abLlute power, in 
order to gratify the army, and in order to continue to the veterans 
the principal fecurity by which they held their lands. And this wary 
politician accommodated himfeif, with uncommon difcernment, to 
the feelings or prejudices of both. 

The fuperior addrefs of Octavius, in the contefl with Antony, 
gave continual prefages of victory on his fide ; and from the begin- 
ning of the war to its final decifion at A&ium, and to the laft clofe 
of the fcene in Egypt, partizans w r ere continually palling from 
the lofing to the winning fide. Upon the reduction of Egypt 
the victor, though pretending to aft in the capacity of Roman Con- 
nil, did not, as in former times, refer to the Senate the arrangements 
to be made in his conqueft ; nor did he wait the formality of a com- 
muTion from Rome to authorifing him to fettle the province. He 
named a governor, and gave orders for the repair of all the public 

works, which, on account of their effect in diftributing the inundations 

of the Nile, made, in that kingdom, a great and important object of 

State, and by their being neglected in the late troubles, had occa- 

fioned much diftrefs. 
The kingdom of Egypt was a principal granary for the fupply of 

Italy, and it is probable that its confequence had been feverely felt 

in the late interruption of its exports. Octavius therefore took 
meafures to fecure his poffeffion of a country, by which he ob- 
ferved that the ftate of Italy and the capital of the empire might be 
greatly affected- He deprived the ' Egyptians of all the forms of 
their monarchy ; and, in order to efface the memory of their national 
independence, and to difcontinue pretenfions which the inhabitants of 
Alexandria ufed to fupport by tumults and revolts, he abolifhed all 
their public affemblies and national councils. He forbade the refort 

of Egyptiaa nobles to Rome, and of Roman Senators to Egypt. 

U u 2 As 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 

As there was reafon to apprehend that there might Hill exift, unde* 
the ruins of this late opulent monarchy, or under the remains of An- 
tony's party there, fome fparks of fire which the ambition or intrigues 
of any confiderable partizan might kindle into a flame, he chofe for 
governor Cornelius Gallus, a perfon of equeftrian rank and moderate 

pretenfions, not likely to harbour ambitious defigns j and made it a 
rule to have fimilar qualifications in future governors, and to per- 
petuate the other parts of an eftablilhment which he now made, for 
the prefervation of fo important a territory,, and the government of 
ib factious a people. 

While O&avius made thefe arrangements in Egypt, he fecured a 
great treafure, of which a confiderable part was found in the coffers 

of the late queen, and part arofe from the contributions which he 
himfelf impofed on the city of Alexandria and other parts of the 
kingdom. And being, from thefe funds, prepared to acquit himfelf 
of the pecuniary engagements he had come under to the army, 
and enabled to make donations to the populace of Rome, whofe 
favour was neceflary for him in the further profecution of his de- 
figns, he fet out on his return to Italy j but having ftopt in 

the ifland of Samos, while the army in feparate divifions was 
moving to the weftward, he pafled the winter at this place, defer- 
ring his arrival at Rome until the troops fhould be aflembled, and- 
every other circumftance prepared for the triumphal entries he meant 
to make into the capital. 

During his flay in Samos, the neighbouring towns and provinces 
vied with each other in demonftrations of fubmiffion- to his perfon, 
and of zeal for his caufe. The inhabitants of Pergamus and Nico- 
media made offer of divine honours to himfelf^ and petitioned for 
leave to erec"r, a temple for the purpofe of performing thefe honours. 
Thofe of Ephefus and Nicsea, as being more modefl or more delicate 
in their fettery, dirededthis compliment to his adoptive father, the- 

7 late 
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late Csefer, to whom, together with Roma, confidered as joint deities, c HAP 
they propofed to erect a flirine and a temple. 

Ill Italy, at the fame time, fimilar or more important tributes of 
adulation and ferviiity were paid to the victor. At Rome, all the 
honours with which the republic had been accuftomed to reward the 
eminent fervice of her citizens, had been for fome time lavifhed on 

thofe who were moll fuccefsful in fubverting her government ; and 
thefe honours were now heaped on Octavius with a profufion pro- 
portioned to the afcendant he had gained by the fuppreflion of all 

his competitors. The ftatues which had been erected to hiB rival 
Mark Antony were broken down, and the name of Marcus for ever 
forbid in that family: as if the extinction of this rival were ah 

end of every war, notwithftanding that many hoftile nations were 
yet in arms on the frontiers of the empire, the gates of Janus were 
oftentatioufly fhur, and Octavius declared to be the reftorer of peace 
to the world. A triumphal arch was erected at Brundifium, on the 
fpot where it was fuppofed he was to fet his foot on fhore. The • 

anniverfaries of his birth and of his victories were to be celebrateid 
for ever as days of thankfgiving, and his name was to be inferred in - 

the hymns or public prayers which were ftatedly fung, or offered up. 

for the fafety of the commonwealth. 

On the firft of January, while Octavius w v as ftill at Samos, he u. c. 724- 

Lelng admitted a fifth time into the office of Conful, the Senate and ^Sntf" 
People took an oath of allegiance, or, in words more nearly corre- kSk julii 
fponding to die terms of- their language, took an oath to obferve his ^^'j VaIer 
ads and decrees. They declared him Tribune of the People, for an 
unlimited time,, and extended the powers of this office- beyond the - 
nfual bounds of the city* They ordained, thatfrom thenceforward the . 
appeals ufually made. to the People fhould be made to Caefair alone 1 ,. 

and that in criminal judgments, what was called the vote of Mirierva, 

an aQ; of grace provided for the pardon of criminals when con*- 

■ 

demned \ 
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deraaed only by a (ingle vote of majority,. Ihould from thencefor- 
ward be afcribed to him, and confequently be termed, the Mercy, or 

the Vote of Csfar \ 

■ 

The precipitancy with which the Roman Senate and People now 
ruthed into fervitude, had probably no mixture of that fullen defign 
with which the partizans of the republic had prepared the firft Csefar 
for his fate. The retainers of the victorious party railed the cry of 
adulation, and they were followed, in expreffions of fervility, by per- 
ions who wiihed to recommend themfelves in the mod: early ad- 
vances, or who dreaded being marked out for refentmcnt in cafe they 
appeared to be tardy in expreffing their zeal. But what, under efta- 

hliihed monarchy, may be confidered as the duty and the loyalty of 
fubjech to their fovereign, and like filial affe&ion, though fometimes 

partial and mifplaced, is always a virtue, and falutary to mankind, in 
fuch rapid tranfirions, from the pretenfions of citizens to the fub- 
miffion of flaves, is a mortifying example of the weaknefs and de- 
pravity to which human nature is expofed. 

The apparent fervility of all orders of men under the ufurpation 

of Julius Csefkr, probably infpired that fecurity which gave the con- 
fpirators fuch an advantage againft him. The example, however, 
put Octavius, though lefs expofed, much more on his guard ; and 
may ferve to account for many of the precautions he took, and for 

many of the forms he obferved, in the fequel of his government. He 
had occafion, indeed, to experience, in his own perfon, that his 
precautions were not altogether unneceffary. In the midft of the late 

demonftrations of joy for his victory, there were ftill a few who 

whetted their fwords in fecret againft him, as the caufe of their public 
degradation, and the author of their private wrongs. Lcpidus, the 
£bn of the late degraded Triumvir, and nephew of Marcus Brutus 

* Bio. CalT. lib. xxxi. 

by 
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by his fitter Junia, incited probably by this domeftic example, and 
by fo many motives of a private and public nature,, had procured 
fome accomplices, and was preparing to cut ftiort the ufurpation of 
O&avius on his return to Rome. But this defign, no way jufttfied 
by any confi derations of prudence or public utility,, was defeated by 

the vigilance of Maecenas, and ended in the execution of the youn 

Lepidus, and in the imprifonment of his mother Junia,. who re- 
mained in confinement until fhe was admitted to bail, at the humble- 
rcqueft of her hufband, the late Triumvir and aflbciate in the em- 
pire with Oflavius and Antony, and who, to the other marks of 
the humiliation which he now endured, joined that of being over- 
looked even by thofe who were' fuppofed to have fufferei by his. 

tyranny * 

O&avius having, by his ftay in the ifland of Samos, difconcerted 
the effect of this confpiracy, and given Sufficient time for the trans- 
portation of his army, and the other apparatus of his triumph into 

Italy, fet out for that country, and in his way vifited the fcene of 

his late victory at Actium. At this place, Apollo being the principal 
object of worfhip, he had immediately, after the -action, Selected from 
the captures a galley of each rate to be placed as an offering to the- 
god; and at Toryne', on the oppofite fide of the Straits, . where his- 
own army had. been ftationed before the engagement, he directed a. 



name 



The conqueror, upon his. arrival at Rome, was- recceived by Po— 

litus, who had fucceeded to the office of Conful at the rengnation of 
Apuleiiis, and who,, though now his colleague, dropped the pretenfion. 
to equality, and performed the Sacrifices of thankfgiving which had 
been appointed for his fafe return. O&avius hitherto, either by the 

* Veil. Pater, lib. ii. c 88. Liv. Epk 5 Dio. Caff, lib. li. c I. Sueton. lit, 

tome,, lib. exxxv. Ofov. c. 18. 
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nature of the wars in which he had been engaged, or by the event 

of jtem, had not been intitled to a triumph ; or being, by his temper 
.and great caution, averfe to oftentation, he had neglected to avail 
himfelf of this honour. But though he himfelf, in appearance, was 

no way governed by vanity, fomething was due to the public opinions 
to the wiflies of thofe who had fhared in the glories of his victories, 
and to the impreffions which even pageantry makes on the minds of 
thofe who are to be governed. He therefore determined to exhibit 
three fej)arate triumphal proceflions. The firft for his victory over 

.the Panonians, thejapydes, and the Dalmktians; the fecond for his 

vi&ory at A&ium ; and the third for the conquefr. of Egypt. In the 

firft of thefe triumphs Carinus, by whom the war of Illyricum had 

been chiefly conducted, was admitted to partake with the commander 

under whofe aufpices the fubjedt of triumph had been gained. In 
the third was exhibited a fcene, which, for riches and fplendour, 
greatly furpaued any of the former, being enriched with the treafure 

he had amafled in Egypt, and with various trophies conftru&ed from 

the fpoils of that country. Among thefe were carried the effigy of 

the late queen, having, in allufion to the fuppofed manner of her 
death, the afpick reprefented on her arm. This pageant was fol- 
lowed by her furviving children, who were led as captives. 

In thefe proceflions a circumftance was remarked, which indicated 
confiderable innovation in the pretenfions of the perfon by whom 
they were to be led. It had been ufual for the officers of State to 

meet the triumphal march at the gates of Rome, and afterwards to 
advance before it into the city. In conformity with the firft part of 
this cuftom, the Conful and other magiftrates met the proceffion at the 
gates; but fuSering the conqueror to pafs before them, fell behind, and 
followed in his train to the Capitol. Here he depofited, in the Temple 

of Jupiter, fixteen thouiand pondo, or a hundred and fixty thoufand 

•ounces 
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ounces of gold, with fifty millions in Roman money, or above four c 
hundred thoufand pounds fterling 6 ; and at the clofe of the cere- 
mony diftributed a thoufand feftertii, or above eight pounds of our 
money a man to the troops ; and this, to an army confifting of one 
hundred and twenty thoufand men, amounted to a fum of near a 
million fterling. To the officers, befides his pecuniary bounty, he 

gave honorary rewards. To Agrippa, in particular, he gave a blue 
enfign in token of his naval victories ; to the People he made a 
donation of four hundred feftertii, or about three pounds five mil- 
lings a man, and doubled the uftial allowance of corn from the public 
granaries ; difcharged all that he owed/remitted all the debts that were 
due to himfelf,- and refufed all the prefents which were offered to him 

from the different towns and diftricts of Italy. 

Thefe accumulations and diftributions of foreign fpoils at Rome, 
or the general expectations of profperous times, produced great or 
very fenfible effects in raifing the price of houfes, lands, and other 
articles of fale, whether in Italy or in the contiguous provinces ; 
a circumftance which, joined to the new and ftrange appearance 

of the gates of the temple of Janus being fhut, as a fignal of uni- 

verfal peace, made thefe triumphs of Octavius appear an sera of fe- 
licity and hope to the empire. 

They were followed by other magnificent ceremonies ; the dedi- 
cating of a temple which had been erected to Minerva, and the open- 
ing of a great hall which had been inferibed with the name of Ju-. 

Iius Cscfar. In that hall was placed a noted ftatue of victory which 

had been brought from Tarentum ; and there too were hung up the 
trophies which had been collected in Egypt. The ftatue of Cleopatra, 
in gold, was placed iu the temple of Venus, and at the fame time the. 
fhrine of Julius Cad'ar, as well as thofe of Jupiter, Juno, and Mi- 
nerva, were decorated with many enfigns or badges of victory. 

I 

6 Sueton. in Oftav. c. .v\\\ 
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On occaiion of thefe folemnities, a variety of games were exhi- 
bited : that of Troy, in particular, was now inflituted, being a pro- 
ceflion formed by youth of high rank, mounted on horfeback, and 

led by Marcellus and Tiberius, the nephew and the ftepfon of Oo 

i 

tavius. Races were run in chariots and on horfeback, by perfons of 
high rank ; and fights of gladiators were exhibited, in which, to the 



fuppofed difgrace of the times, it is remarked, that a Roman Senator, 
of the name of Quintus Venteiius, was one of the combatants. Nu- 
merous parties of captives from the Daci and Suevi, in a form that 
might pafs for real battles, were made te fight for their liberty, that 
was propofed as the prize of the victors. Many exhibitions were 
made of hunting and baiting of wild beafts, in which were prefented 
a Rhinoceros and Hippopotamos or Sea Horfe, animals, till then, 

unknown at Rome. In the time of thefe entertainments, which 
continued many days, Octevius either really was, or pretended to be 
taken ill, and left the honour of prefiding at the mows to fome 
private Senators, who, together with many other members of 
their body, to encreafe the folemnity, feafted the People in their 

turns \ 

Such had been the arts by which candidates for public favour,, 
in the latter times of the republic, maintained in the capital the 
confideration they had gained by their fervices on the frontiers 

of the empire ; and the continuance of thefe arts had now the more 

effect, that the people, who ftill had a claim to this fpecies of court- 
ship, were become infenfible to any other privilege of Roman ci- 
tizens, and were ready to barter a political confequence, which they 
e no longer fit to enjoy, for a fucceflion of fports and entertain- 



wei 



tha* 



helped to give them fubfiflence. 



.duftry 
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It Isobferved, that m the preceding year, while the' Egyptian war 
was yet in dependance, a concourfe of Roman citizens, afluming the 
powers of the People in public aflembly, beftowed on Statilius Tau- 
rus by a formal decree, in return for his munificence, in exhibiting 

matches of gladiators and the baiting of wild beafts, the privilege 
of naming annually one of the Praetors. So irregular and abfurd 

9 9 

were become the proceedings of what were called the Affemblies of 
the People ; and the wary Ottavius could not overlook the effect of 

thefe arts, in gaining their confent to the dominion he meant lo 

i 

eftablifh. But while he indulged the People in their difpofition to 
amufement and diflipation, he gave the neceflary attention to his mi- 
litary arrangements, and took meafures to fecure the pofTeflion of 

that principal fupport, on which fovereignty, in fuch an empire, muff 
be founded. He had experienced the danger which may arife from 
armies ill governed, and knew that a power may become infecure, 
by an abufe of the means by which it is gained. When to the 
troops, which he himfelf commanded in Sicily, were joined thofc 
of Lepidus and Sextus Pompeius, the engine became too unweildy 
for his management, and without any other principle of govern- 
ment, but fear, might baffle his {kill to conduct it. He learned, upon 
that occafion, that the confiderations of civil juftice, and the refped 
which is paid to fome form of political fubordination, are necefiary 

evfcn to the difcipline and order of a military eftablifhment. 

Upon this account, O&avius, immediately after his victories- in 

Sicily, had proceeded with great addrefs, to reduce and to purge the 
legions, by difmiffing flrangers and fugitive Haves, and by ordering 
the levies from thenceforward to be confined to citizens of Rome. 

i i 

The denomination of Roman citizen, indeed, was no longer appro- 
priated to the defcendants of the Alban or Sabin colony, nor even to 

the inhabitants of the -municipal towns of Italy. It had been com- 
municated to many cities and provinces beyond thefe limit?, and it 

X x 2 was 
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5 o_o £ was likely now, with much greater propriety than ever, to be ex- 
tended to the free, or well-born and refpeclable clafs of the inhabitants 

in all parts of the empire. By limiting, however, the levies of the 
army to this name of refpecl: and of real privilege, O&avius reftored, 
in fome degree, the connection between the civil and military ho- 
nours, taught the foidier to value himfelf on his condition as a ci- 
tizen, and the citizen to confider as an honour the name of a foi- 
dier. 

Upon this arrangement, the commander in chief of the army, as 



firft magiftrate of the commonwealth, had a double claim to obe- 
dience, and, joined to his military power, had an authority, derived 
from a principle of juftice and of civil right, without which armies 

are no more than companies of banditti, whofe force may be occa- 

fionally turned againft the perfon who leads them, as well as againft 

his enemies. 

The legions aiTembled at Rome, on occafion of the late triumphal 
proceflions, were now to be diftributed to what were intended a& 
their ordinary ftations in time of peace. Of thefe ftations, the prin- 
cipal were on the Euphrates, on the Rhine, and on the Danube j 

but, before this dilbibution could be finally made, fome troubles, 
which, notwithstanding the late fignal of general peace, ftill fubfifled 
in fome parts of the empire, particularly on the Mofelle and the 

Rhine, in the interior parts of Spain, and on the confines of Mace- 
donia, required attention. To the firft of thefe quarters, Nonius 
Gallus was fent to reduce the Treviri who, in concert with fome 
German nations, made incurfions into Gaul. Statiiius Taurus was 
fent into Spain, againft the Aftures and Cantabri 9 , and Marcus Craf- 
fus, from Macedonia, had orders to reprefs the incurfions of the 



■ Tic BUhoprick of Treves. 

• The inhabitants of what is bow called Anuria and Caniafcria. 
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Daci and Baft ami, Scythian nations, who had palTed the Danube 
and the mountains of Hsmus, and who had taken poffeffion of fome 

diftricts in Thrace; but, upon the approach of CrafTus, they rc- 
paffed thofe mountains, and left the Romans again in poffeffion of 
the lands, which they had formerly occupied in that quarter w . 

The officers employed on thefe different fervices, were no longer, 

as formerly, fupreme in their refpeftive Rations, and accountable 

only to the Senate and People ; they were understood to be lieu- 
tenants of a fuperior officer acting as general governor over all the pro- 
vinces, and commander in chief of all the armies in the empire. 
This fupreme command, Octavius held under the well known name 
of Imperator y was ufually given in the field to victorious generals, 
and which he, contrary to former practice, now retained ever? 
in the city ; and, as we ffiall have occafion to obferve, gradually ap- 
propriated to himfelf and his fucceffors. 

In the character which Octavius now affumed, he united, in fup- 
port of his authority, the prerogatives of Conful, Cenfor, and Tri- 
bune of the People 5 and thus, in diverting himfelf of the name of 
Triumvir, he affected to re-eftablifli the conftitution of the repub- 
lic, and to reftore the ordinary magistrates and officers of ftate ;, but 
to a perfon, who valued fafety no lefs than power, fuch an eftablifh- 

raent was far from being fufficiently fecure. The dignities of Conful, 

Cenfor, and Tribune, being by the conftitution of the republic fe- 
parate and temporary, the unprecedented conjunction, and conti- 
nuance of them in the fame perfon, was a palpable impofition, which 
could be no longer fafe than it was fupported by force; and de- 
pending on the army merely, without any plea of right, prefented an 
object of ambition to every adventurer, who could bring an army, 
in fupport of his claim. *. • 

10 Dio. Caff. lib. Ivii. c. 54—57. Tacit. An. lib. iv. c. $, 
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Thefe conh derations, probably, fuggefted to Octavius the necefiity 
of endeavouring to ftrengihen his title. He had hitherto kept poffef- 
fion of the government under various pretences ; but never declared 
any intention to realize, or to perpetuate the fovereignty in. his own 

perlbn. For fome time, he had profeiTed no more than a' defire to 

avenge the death of his relation Julius Csefar. Next, he pretended 

to remove fomc difcrders which had crept into the commonwealth ; 

1 

and, la ft of all, to oppofe the defigns of Antony, who, at the break- 
ing cut of the quarrel between them, he luggefted, was likely to ia- 
criike the rights of the Roman People to the caprices of a ft ranger 
and a woman. 

Thefe rivals, in their appeals to the judgment of the public, vied 
in their profeiTions of zeal for the commonwealth, mutually chal- 
lenged edch other to reiign their unccnftitutional powers ; and each 
retained his own power, under the fingle pretence that he was 

obliged to continue in arms, until he mould have fecurcd the republic 
againft the defigns of his antagonift. 

This pretence being now removed, it was become neceflary that 
Octavius ihould more fully explain himfelf, and declare upon what 

footing he was to hold the government. The chief partizans of the 
republic had fallen by their own hands, or by the fwords of their 
enemies. All his rivals were cut off, and the whole military force 
of the empire centred in himfelf; but he had experienced, in the 
repeated mutinies of the army, the precarious ftate of his authority 
over men, who were directed by mere caprice or perfonal attach- 
ment without any acknowledged title on the part of their leader. 

An open ufurpation of kingly power was ftill odious at Rome : it 
appeared as a direct attack, not only upon the forms of the Roman 

* 

republic, but likewife as an attack upon the private right of every 
citizen who pretended to conii deration and power proportioned to 

•2 the 
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the rank of his family or his perfonal qualities ; and though the c 
People in general were difpofed to fubmiffion, yet the violence of a 
few, who might be willing to expofe themfelves as the champions of 

the commonwealth, was ftill to be dreaded. In this capacity, not 
only citizens having high pretenfions in the civil line, but military 
officers likewife, might be dangerous to their leader ; and chufing ra- 
ther to claim preferments and honours as their right, than as the gift 
of a mafter, might publicly fpurn his authority, or employ againft 
him the hands of fome fecret aflallin, whom in any iiicccisful at- 
tempt the law would protect, and the public voice would applaud. 

Julius Ctffar, whofe perfonal qualities were fufficient to have fup~ 
ported him in any pretenfions, ftill found himfelf miftaken in rely- 
ing on the attachment of his own officers, as much as on the fub- 
miffion of his fellow citizens. He found perfons of every condition, 
mll^animated with the fpirit of republican government, combined 

for his deftruction, and he fell a facrifice to his exceffive fecurity, or 
rather to the vanity and orientation with which he affected to hold 

his power.- His fucceffor on the prefent occafion, as he was by na- 
ture more cautious and had lefs oftentation, fo he was taught, by 
this alarming example to difguife his ambition, or to proceed lefs 



directly to his object. 
Octavius, therefore, having taken the mod effectual meafures to fe- 

cure his power, ftill thought it neceffary to affect a purpofe of refign- 
ing it, and of reftoring the republican government. It is reported^, 
that he even held a ferious confultation on this fubject with his prin- 
cipal advifers and confidents, Agrippa and Maecenas. This fact may 
be queftioned ; but in a character fo entirely made up of artifice and 
defign, it is not unreafonable to fuppofe that Jie wifhed to difguife 
Ins thoughts even to his moft intimate counfellors, or to fecure their 
approbation before he difclofed his real intentions. 
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Agrippa and Maecenas are faid to have been of different opinions 
refpecring the propriety of their matter's refignation j and the quef- 
tion accordingly, as it was fuppofed to be debated in this famous 
council, has furnifhed a curious theme to hiftorians and rhetoricians, 

Agrippa encouraged O&avius to perlift in his fuppofed intention to 
refign his power, and fupported this opinion, by ftating the advan- 
tages of republican government. " It Is the tendency of the repub- 
" lie," he faid, " to multiply examples of great men; it is the ten- 
t: dency of monarchy to diminifh their numbers, and to facrifice to 
" one perfon, the pretenfions and the elevation of many. Under 

" the firft fpecies of government, the Roman ftate has attained to 
" its prefent greatnefs ; under the fecond, it may languifli, and fink 
" to the level of other nations." He put O&avius in mind of hi* 
duty to the Senate, and to the Roman People, for whofe rights, 

while he took arms againft the murderers of his father, he had al- 
ways profeffed the greateft refped :— bid him beware of the reproaches 

he mud incur, if it fhould now appear, either that he had formerly em- 
ployed the pretence of filial duty as a cloak to his ambition ; or that, 
now finding the People at his mercy, he neglecled their rights the 

moment it was in his power to violate them with impunity. — He 

mentioned the danger of attempting to reduce into fervitude a Peo- 
ple, who had been accuftomed not only to freedom, but to dominion 

over other nations j — the difficulties that muft arife in the govern- 
ment of fo great an empire ; — the thorns that are for ever fattened in 
the pillows of kings ; — the danger? to which he muft be expofed, 
from perfons who mould feel themfelves injured by his feizing the 

government, or who Ihould think themfelves entitled to fupplant 

him, and whofe courage, in every attempt againft his perfon, would 
be extolled as" a noble effort of patriotifm to reftore the freedom of 

their countrv. 
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Maecenas took the oppofite fide, and contended for the neceffity of c 
a new fpecies of government, in circumftances fo different from thofe 

in which the republic had been formed. " So great an empire," 

lie faid, " furrounded by fo many enemies, required the authority 
** and the fecret counfels of a prince, aided, but not controuled, 
M by the opinions of thofe who were qualified to ferve him. 

■ 

il The time, when the republic might rely on the virtue and 
l< moderation of the greater part of her citizens is now no more ; 
(t men are governed by ambition* or intereft, and if one perfon de- 
" cline the fovereignty, many pretenders will arife, who will again 
" tear the republic afunder by their wars and contentions." He 

oblerved, that the fortune or deftiny of O&avius had placed him 
at the head of the commonwealth ; that he ought not to defpife its 

gifts, or to throw the Roman People again into a ftate of confufion 
and anarchy, out of which he had been deftined to fave them. 

From thefe topics, he proceeded to confider the difficulties to be en- 
countered in the adminiftration of fuch a government, delivered 
maxims that contain the wifdom of monarchy, pointed at regu- 
lations calculated to preferve fome fpecies of civil conftitution, 
yet depending on the will of the prince, and, according to the ac- 
count which is given of his fpeech, fuggefted at this conference moft 

parts of the plan which Oftavius actually carried into execution ". 

In the refult of this confultation, it is faid, that not only Otta- 
vius, but Agrippa likewifc, embraced the opinion of Maecenas ; 
and that they, from thenceforward, confidered the fecure eftablifh- 
ment of the monarchy as the common objeel of all their councils. 

■ 

They appear to have agreed, that O&avius fhould treat the Senate 

as he had .in this conference treated his friends ; that he fhould 
propofe to refign his power, affect to make his continuing to hold it 

■ ■ 

V Dio. Caff, lib. Jii. c. 1-43. 
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the refuit of their owa deliberations, and, by thefe means* obtain 

laa&iop of a legal eftabliftment. 

* w 

To fmooth the way to this end, fome previous fteps were ye 
be taken. Much had already been done by O&avius to fecure 
power., to reconcile his new fubje&s* and r in cafe of any comp 



recommend himfelf to the 



Ml 



was fUIl to be employed in bringing forward a ^ueftion, relai 
die continuance of the prefent government* or the reftoration 
republic. The Senate, on whofe readily embracing and adi 



part that was expected 



them the whole depended, was to be 



fcrutinized and purged of all members,. 



republican governmeni 



other circumftai 



»ar 



the defign. A lingle voice in this affembly, given for receiving the 
demiffion, which O&avius was about to offer, might have greatly 



dilconcerted his project obliged 



tun 



might 



ive made it necefiary 
wiflied to receive bv 



throw afide his difguife, and 
to continue holding by force 
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him by the intreaties of all orders of men. In order to cultivate the 
dilpofitions with which he already endeavoured to infpire the Senate. 
M " A£ni " ?a * and the People, he himfelf, in conjun&ion with Ajgrippay entered on. 

the office of Coaful for the fixtb time, divided the Fafces with? 
him, as ufual in the pureft times of the republic,, and- in- all the 
exertions of their authority, or i» the difcharge of their common 
duties, knowing how little he had to apprehend from the pretenfions 
of his colleague, affe&ed to rank with him on the molt perfect foots 
of equality. 

The new Confute, in proceeding to their principai>objec\ which 
was to reform the Senate, and to fill it with fuck members as were 
likely to co-operate in the defign they had formed, of obtaining for 
Ochvics the fovereignty by a formal confent, made a review or 
Cenfu^, as ~mual, of all the different orders of the commonwealth*} 

and 



t 
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jt&d having, in confequence of the late troubles, much property as c 
well as public honours in their power, they had an opportunity to 
•enrich, as well as to promote, thofe whom they wiflied to oblige ; and 
accordingly made fuch a diftribution of eftates and dignities, as plainly 
ihewed, that obfequioufnefs to the will of Csefar was the road to 

diftinction and fortune. 

At this Cenfus or review of the People, the Roman citizens were 
found to amount to four million one hundred and fixty four thoufand 
men fit to carry arms " So much had their number, without any 
increafe of population, augmented by the continual admiffion of the 
freemen oi entire towns and provinces, upon the rolls of the 

People. 

The Senate had, during the devaftatlons, and in the event of the ci- 
vil wars, not only loft thofe who made its principal ornament, considered 
as a republican council, but had even undergone a great, if not an tnr 
tire change of its members. It confifted now of perfons occasionally 
intruded by the parties lately contending for fuperiority ; many, in 
particular, named by Antony, and who, during the late ftrugglds, 
endeavoured to fupport the caufe of their patron. Thefe, more efpe-^ 
-dally, it was the object of Ottavius to remove ; but being defirous 

to court all orders of men, as well as to fet afide his enemies, he af- 
fe&ed a reluctance in expelling particular perfons, and recommended 

to thofe, who were confeious of any disqualification, voluntarily to 
withdraw their names. 

In confequence of this intimation, fifty Senators retired, probably 
molt of them confeious of a difaffe&ion to the reigning power. One 
hundred and forty more ttere ftruck off the rolls. In difcharging this 
invidious fervice, Oftavius was guarded by ten chofen Senators, who 
furrounded his perfon with concealed weapons, and is faid himfelf to 

11 The whole number of fouls muft have exceeded fcttfCfl millions. Eufebii Chronicon. 
Csfar Imperator VI, M. Agrippa, p. 1 6tf • 

Y y 2 have 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



5 have been cafed in armour under his robe. He, at the fame time, 
endeavoured to palliate the feverity of his cenfures in different ways, 
fuffering thofe, who were excluded from the Senate, ftill to retain 
the drefs of that order, and to enjoy, at the theatre and other pub- 
lic places, the ufual precedence of the Senatorian rank. Under 
pretence of rendering the order itfelf more independent and more 
refpedable, he raifed the money qualification of a Senator from 
eight to twelve hundred thoufand fefterces ■** ; and, without any per- 
fonal imputation, affeded to exclude fome Senators for the want of 
this new qualification, others he contrived to gain by a very artful 
method of bribery, alleging, that the public mould not be deprived 

of the fervices of worthy citizens merely by a deficiency in their 
fortune, he, from his own coffers, made up the eftates of feveral Se- 
nators to the new qualification. A (hiking inftance of the policy m 
which he excelled ; at once the moft effectual to obtain his purpofe, 

and the moft artful to palliate or to conceal his defign* 

By the forms which the prefent Confuls, Odavius and Agrippa, 
affeded to obferve in the difcharge of their public duties, the repub- 
lic feemed fo much to revive, that one Quintus Statilius was tempted 
to offer himfelf as candidate in free eledion for the office- of Tribune; 
but in this inftance, Odavius thought himfelf obliged to refume the- 
charader of mafter. Although he employed the forms of the repub- 
lic to reconcile the minds of men to his government, he knew how 
to diftinguilh what had a tendency to ravifh that government out of 
his hands, or to embroil him in contefts with the people : he there- 
fore commanded this candidate for the office of Tribune to withdraw- 

his pretenfions, and not to awaken, by his unfeafonable canvas, . the 

turbulent difpolitions which had formerly fo much afflided the 
State. : 

!* From 2booi 7000 1, to lo>oool. 

la 
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In the arts which were pra&ifed on the citizens of Rome, {hows, c H A * 
proceffions, and public entertainments always made a part, and they 
operated on this People, perhaps operate on all mankind, with fuch 
powerful effects, as not to be overlooked without the danger of mif- 
taking the circumftances- which lead to the moft important events* 

Odavius, aware of this circumftance, on the prefent as well as on 

former occafions, having temples and other public works execute if 

with great magnificence, celebrated the dedication, or the comple- 
tion of them, with many pompous entertainments and fhows ; he fur- 
ntfiied, at his own expence, the circus and theatres with continual en- 
tertainments, with the fights of gladiators, and the baiting or hunting 
t of wild beafts. While he thus encouraged the People in their ufual 
vices of idlenefs and diffipation, he avoided laying any new burdens,, 
cancelled ali arrears due to the treafury within the city, and in- 
creafed fourfold the gratuitous diftributions of corn. To thefe po- 
pular arts, he joined a fpecies of amncfty of all paft offences and 
differences ; repealed all the ads, which, during the late violent 
times, the fpirit of party had dictated ; and, to quiet the apprehenfiona 
of many, who were confeious of having taken part with his enemies,-, 
he gave out that all papers or records feized in Egypt, upon the- 
final reduction of Antonys.party,.were deftroyed ; though in this Dion 
Caflius contradicts him, and alleges, that fuch papers were preferred^ 
and afterwards employed in. evidence againft perfons whom he 
thought proper to opprefs IS . 
At the clofe of this memorable Confulate, O&avi'us laid down the- 

Fafces, and, agreeable to the forms of the republic, took the ufua? 
oath of declaration, that he had faithfully,, and with his utmoft abi- 
lity,: difcharged the duties of his ftation. Being deftined to the fame 1 tj. c; 726. 
office of Conful for the. following year, he refumed. the. enligns of S^'lL 

M. Agrif £3. 

15 Lib. 52. c. 42, &c. lu - 

power 1 
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power; and thinking the Senate and People, by the ftepsl 

-ready taken, fufficiendy prepared for the fubje$ he meant 
binder conlideradon, be, on the Ides, or thirteenth of January. 



full refigna 



the 



This 



with a fpeech, whi 
mitted it to writii 



Being fenfible that his fincerity 



queftioned, and that "his having taken 



meafures to obtain and to fecure the | 
indication of his intention to refign it, h 
lis harangue in removing fufpicions, not 
verity, 1mt by arguments like wife drawn 



the moft effectual 
tent was but an ill 



by aflurances 



purpofe, he obferved. 



lability and reafon. To thi 
Ions, who were themfelves incapable of fuch intentions, might doubt 
hk fincerity, and that many, who could not behold a fuperior with- 
out envy, would be difpofed to mifreprefent his a&ions ; but that tlie 
immediate execution of the purpofe he had declared, would remove 
*very doubt, would filence every attempt of calumny, entitle him to 
credit, and to their iuft efteem. 



That 



retain the government," he 



will 



enemies, 



** the juft effeds of their own obftinacy, and others, having expe- 
Xl rienced my clemency, are fully reconciled. My friej 



con- 



attachment 



between us, and by a participation in the managei 



fairs. 



real danger to fear, and any alarm I might re- 

to give of 



haften the 



in condiri 



u my power. 
" tached to n 



I have 



allies, 



in 



erous forces 



iy perfon, ; money, magazines,, and ftorea of every 



fcription ; with what is of more confequence than 



* gether, 
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* gether, I ant placed, by the choice of the Senate and People of chap, 

* Rome, at the head- of the republic. 
" What I now do* I hope will explain my pall actions, and 

u filence thofe- wha impute my former conduct to ambition, or wh6 
K fuppofe thatl am not now fincere ia the refignation which I profefs 
K to make. Having the fovereignty at prefent in my poffeflion, I re- 
" nounce it, and deliver into your hands, the army, the ftate,. the 
" provinces,, not merely in. the condition in which I received them* 
u but in. a condition much Improved by my exertions. . 

Let : this action then evince the fmcerity of the declarations I 
" : made,, when* being eng^ed in. the late unhappy conteft, I pro*. 



M fefled that my intentions were to obtain juftice againft the mur— 

* derers of my father,- and fome relief to the commonwealth front 

w the evils with which it was afflicted* 1 

w I wiffy indeed, that this tafk had never been impofed upon me ; 

* that the republic had ti ever flood in need of my fervkes, and that 
w the fatal divifions we have * experienced,, had* never taken place. - 

w But fince the- fates had otherwife decreed, and fuice the republic*, 

M young as I was, required even my affiftahce, I declined no labour^ 

* I fhunned no danger, I made efforts above my years and mf' 
" ftrength. Neither toil nor danger,, the intreaties of my friends^ 



{i the threats of my enemies, the tumults of the feditious,,nor the 
u fury of thofe who oppofed me, could turn me-afide -from. the pur— 

* ■ ^ 

w fuit of your goodi I forgot myfelf r I became altogether yours. 
" The event,, with refpedfc to you,, is known.; for myfelf, » the, only • 
u reward ! defire, ia the fenfe of having delivered. my country from. 
u the- evils wMfc which it was diftreffed, . and of having, reftored youv 
" to the ftatfrbf peace and'tranquillity which you now enjoy. With 
M thefe advantages* refume y out political ; trun\ and the forms of 
" ydufi c^flftitufioh f take charge of your provinces, and the direc- 
W; ri6tii of your military forces* conducT every part according to 
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and 



" ceftors. 



•efigna' 



u to thofe who have obferved the moderation with which I havefre- 
" quently declined the uncommon diftinctions by which you offered 
u to raife me above the level of my fellow citizens ; nor to thofe 
who know the real value of human poffeflions, will it appear a 
folly, that having fuch an empire in my power, I chufe to refign 

* it. If I am fuppofed to have any regard to juftice, what more 
" juft than that I mould reftore to you what is your own ? If I am 
" fuppofed to be governed by prudence, what more prudent, than 
" to withdraw from trouble, from general envy, and from the 



u fnares of my enemies ? If I am fuppofed to aim at glory, the 
* c great objed for which men have moft willingly expofed them- 
<s felves to hazards and toils, what more glorious than to difpofe 

" of empire to others, and to reft fecure myfelf in the honours of 



" a private ftation ? 

m 

" Having the choice of many actions, which reflect honour on 
" my father's memory, and may do fo on my own, thefe actions I 
<c prefer to any other ; that le y being offered the fivereignty of his 
" country^ refufed to accept of it; and that I myfelf being in acluol 

" pffiJ lon °f that fovereignty, have refigncd it. To thele actions, 



arnaces 



Rhine. 



" enlevements of former times, are yet of inferior account : even 
" the merit of having conducted to fo glorious an ifliie the ufl- 
< 4 happy conteftin which we have been engaged,, the haying over- 
" corneas enemies all who withftood our reformations, the having 

" protected as friends alLwho were, pacific, and well incljned to the 
£t .commonwealth, the having by moderation and clemency ftript 

a civil 
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<* civil war itfelf of many of its greateft evils, are not comparable to c HA P. 

w tills 5 73hrf Way mi a condition 4o reign , we have not been */;- 
<( toxicated with power -: neither could he be /educed to accept of a 

(< crown which was offered io bim^ nor I to retain a dominion which 
M is aflually in ivy hands. 

" I do not mention any paft aftion from orientation, or with a 
" view to profit by the advantage it gives me, but merely to mow, 

" that I know the value of my prefent conduct, and have made it 

* 

" my choice, becaufe I think it more glorious than any other con- 
« duel: I could hold. 

" I might, indeed (not to drag any more the name of my father 
" into this argument), challenge any one to compare with myfelf in 

«* the part which I now a&. Being at the head of great and well 
" appointed armies attached to my perfon ; being matter of the 
" feas within the pillars of Hercules ; of all the towns and provinces 
" of this mighty empire, without any foreign enemy, or domeftic 
" fedition to moleft me ; being cheerfully acknowledged and obeyed 



" as fovereign in profound peace, I now willingly and of my own 
" accord refign the whole, from a regard to my fellow citizens, and 
" from a refpeft for the laws of my country, 

" What I have to apprehend, is not your infenfiblKty to the merit 
" of what I perform, but your doubt of its reality, and of the fm- 

" cerity of my intention ; but you give credit to illuftrious examples 
" recorded of * former times. You admit that the Horatii and the 
" Decii, that Mucius, Curtius, and Regulus expofed themfervee to 
w danger, even rufhed upon certain deftru&ion to eftablifh for them- 
M fclves a reputation after death. Why mould not I, to enjoy, even 

" during my. lifetime, a fame far fuperior to theirs, perform the 
w aftion which 1 now propofe ? Were the ancients alone poffeffed of 
" magnanimity? or is the age become barren and unable to bring' 

u forth .fuch examples i 
Vox. ffl. Z i " Think 



i 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



tt Think not, however, that I mean to revive the late public dif- 
" tractions, or propofe to commit the government to an unruly and 
" factious multitude. No; broken with toil, and overwhelmed 

" with labour as [ am, I ihould prefer death to fuch a defection of 
" the public caufe. To you, my Fathers, who poffefs wifdom and 
" virtue equal to the truft, I refign this government. Weary with 
u folicitude and care, I retire from that envy which the beft of men 

u cannot efcape, and prefer the glories of a private* life to the dangers 
u of empire To your judgments, and to that multiplicity of coun- 

u fel which muft in wifdom ever excel the reafon and underftand- 
" ing of any angle pedbn, I now commit the republic. I therefore 
" adjure you^ in confideration of any fervice which I may have ren- 
u dered to my country, either in a civil or military capacity, that 
u you will fuffer me to retire in quiet, and give me an opportunity 
u to evince, that I know how to obey as well as how to command ; 
u and that, while in power, I impofed no condition upon others, 
M with which, as a fubjed^ I am not myfelf willing to comply. In 
u this capacity, my conference tells me, that unguarded and unat- 
" tended I may rely for fafety on your affection, and that I have 

" nothing to fear, either in the way of violence or infult. But, if 

a there fhould be a danger from any fecret enemy, (for what perfon 
M ever palled through fcenes like thofe, in wliich I have acted, with- 
" out creating fome private enemies ?) it is better to die, than to 

w purchafe fecurity by enflaving my country. If the event lhould 
" be fatal, pofterity at leaft will do me the juftice to own, that fo far 

" from feeking a kingdom at the cspence of the blood of other 
" raen, I have freely refigned one at the hazard of my own. Who- 
u ever wrongs me, will have the immortal Gods and you for their 
u enemies ; they will perifh, as the murderers of my father have 
K perifhedy kaving their names as monuments of divine juftice and 
K wrath. In this, every one has had his juft retribution ; my father 
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ft is placed among the Gods, and is vefted with eternal glory ; 
" his nlurderers have undergone the punifhmeht due to their 
" crimes. 

" All men are born to die; but he who dies, as well as lives with 
" honour, in fome meafure difappoints his fate, and acquires a fpe- 
4< cies of immortal life. I have lived, as I truft, with honour j the 
" other and Icfs arduous part of my tafk, I hope is likewife in my 

" power. 1 now, therefore, reftore to you the arms, the govern- 

w ments, the revenue, and all the legal powers of the common- 
44 wealth. Be not difmayed by the greatnefs of the objecl on the 

" one hand, nor receive it too lightly on the other. My counfel, in 
" what relates to matters of moment, fliall be freely given. 

" Let the law be the unalterable rule of your conduct. In the 
a adminiftration of government, a determinate order, though at- 
" tended with fome Jnconveniency, 16 preferable to fluctuation and 
" frequent change, which, aiming at improvement, renders the con- 
" dition of men precarious and uncertain. 

" In private therefore, as well as in public life, comply with the 

" laws ; not as perfons who aim at impunity merely, but as perfons 
" who aim at the rewards which are due to merit. 

■ 

" Commit the provinces, whether in peace or war, to men of 
" wifdom and virtue ; do not envy each other the emoluments' that 
" attend the public fervice ; ftrive not for profit to yourfelves, but for 
" fecurity and profperity to the commonwealth ; reward the faithful, 
" puniflx the guilty ; not only confider the public property as too 
" facred to be invaded, but confider even your private poffeffions a$ 
" a debt which you owe to the State. Manage well what is your 
" own ; covet not what belongs to others ; wrong not your allies or 
" fubje&s ; do not raflily provoke any power to hoftility, nor meanly 
" ftand in fear of thofe who are difpofed to be your enemies. Be 

Z z 2 " always 
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B O O K « always armed, but not againft each other, nor againft thofe who 

are inclined to peace. Supply your troops regularly with what h 



u 



it 



u 



appointed for their pay and fubfiftence, that they mqy not be 
tempted to fupply themielves* by invading the property of their 
fellow citizens ; keep them under Uriel: difcipline, that they may 
refped their duty as guardians of the public peace, and not be- 
come, from a confeioufnefs of their force,, a fchool for violence 
K and the commuTion of crimes* 

" Such in general are the rules of your conduct, of which it is not 
" neceflary to make the particular applications : thefe are fufficiently 
" evident. One thing only I will mention,, before I conclude. If 
* you confonn yourfelves to thefe rules, you will be happy, and you 

K will owe thanks to me, for having placed the admimftration in 
" your hands ; but, if you depart from them,, you will make me to 
w repent of what I now do, and you will relapfe into all the dii- 
4 orders from, which I have fo happily refcued the common*- 
« wealth." 

■ 

Such is the purport of a fpeech, faid to have been delivered 'by 

O&avius, in announcing his intention to refign the empire. The 
performance may not appear worthy of the perfon to whom it is 
afcribed, and,, like other fpeeches recorded in ancient biftory^ may 
have been framed by the hiftorian ,6 . The occafion however was 

remarkable, and this fpeech- having been committed to writing, may 
have been preferved in the records of the Senate. The hiftorian 

may have copied it from thence ; or, if difpofed to fabricate a 
fpeech, could not in this cafe, without detection, fubftitute any fiction 
for what was real. The competition indeed may have fufFered in 
thft tirft tranllation ,7 , as well as in this extract or paraphrafe of it ; 



Dio. Car. v From the Larin toGretk. 



but 
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But the matter,, though not fuch as might have been expetted from 
die conqueror of the Roman empire on a ferious occafion, and in the 
a&ial exertion of all his abilities, yet is fuch as we may fuppofe Ot> 
tavius to have employed in fupporting an alTumed character,, and in 

* 

propofing what he did not wifli.to obtain. . 

The references which, in ufhering in this pretended refignation,, 
are made to the diforders of the late republic ; the arguments which 
are made ufe of to prove the fincerity of a purpofe to refign the go- 
vernment of it, and the oftentation of great merit in making this fa- 
crifice,. are well enough fuited to the part which the fpeaker was act- 
ing, ands to the folicitude under, which he fpoke > not to make too 
deep an impreffion,. nor to be taken at his wordr The barefaced and 
palpable impofture in which he was engaged, did not admit of the 
dignity which might have been-expe£ted in fo high a place j and, if 
the hiftory of this pretended. refignation were not confirmed by. the 
united teflimony. of many writers, . and Hill more by the Ming ef- 
fects of it,, in the. forms and in the ftate of the empire, the want of 
dignity in other parts of . this bufinefs, as well as in the tenor of this 
i'peech, might create^a doubt of its veracity ; but the fame forms of re~ 

% 

lignation were. again repeated, and great feftivals 18 at certain periods 
were held on this account*. 
As foon .as this fpeech was ended, notwithftanding the many evils 

which .had been recently felt under the republic, it is probable, that 
if O&avius had .appeared to, be . fincere in .making it, .his propofal to 
reftore the commonwealth would have been received with joy. 
.There were yet many- who - revered- the- ancient conftitution, ,and 
lamented the lofs of their own political, confequence^ Some, who 

would have been .glad to renew^the competition for power and domi- 
nion, which had .been recently decided, .and many, who would have 

i 

11 The Dtcennalia. ■ 

I * rejoiced 
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rejoiced to find fo much confequence at once befbwed on the order 
of Senators to which they themfelves had been unexpectedly raifed ; 
but as much care had been taken in the nomination of Senators, to 
fill this affembly with unambitious men who were likely to prefer 
peace to every other object:, or with men of a fervile caft, who 

would follow the cry when railed to confirm the emperor's power, 

it is probable, that proper perfens were prepared to lead the way in 
the part which the Senate was to take on this occafion. 

The majority of the meeting indeed was furprifed and perplexed, 
There could be no doubt, that Octavius wiflicd to have his pro- 

pofal reje&ed ; but it would have been an ill manner of paying 

court, to appear to have penetrated his defign. It was neceflary 
to affect implicit faith in the fincerity of his purpofe, at the fame 
time to withftand the execution of it in the moft peremptory man- 
ner. This ground being pointed out by thofe who were in the con- 
cert, or by thofe who had difcernment enough to perceive it, war, 
inflantly feized by the whole affembly 15 They befeeched Octavius, 

as with one voice, not to abandon the commonwealth ; obferved, that 

lervices, full greater than thofe he had already performed, were yet 

due to the republic ; that the fear of his intending to refign the go- 
vernment, had already filled the minds of the People with a cruel 
anxiety ; that he alone could quiet their apprehenfions, by not only 
remaining at the head of the empire, but by accepting the govern- 
ment in iuch a formal manner, as would give them affurance of his 
continuing to hold it '\ 

To this requeft, O&avius was inexorable ; but he was prevailed 

upon not to lay the whole load of adminiftration at once on the Se- 
nate. He was willing to adminifter fome part of the government 
tor a limited time, and to retain the command of the army for ten 

»» Zccir. lib. x. c. 54. 49 .Dio. Caff. lib. !iu. c. it. 

years; 
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years ; to continue his infpection over fome of the raoft refra&ory c H A p - 

provinces, fuch as were yet unfettled, fuch as were wild and uncul- 
tivated, fuch as had many inacceffible retreats, under the favour of 
which the People ftill continued unfubdued, or ftill in condition to 
rebel. He agreed to take charge of fuch provinces on the frontier, 

as, being contiguous to warlike and hoftile neighbours, were expofed 

to frequent invafion ; but fuch as were already pacific, and accuftomed 
to civil forms, fuch as were reconciled to the tribute which they paid, 
lie infifted that the Senate, as the more eafy and profitable part of 

I 

the government, fhould take under their own adminiftration ; and 
that they fliould be ready to relieve him of the whole, or any part of 
his burden, at the expiration of the period to which he limited his 
acceptance of the military command. 

By this imaginary partition of the empire, the provinces which 
in Africa had formed the ftates of Carthage and Cyrene, with the 
kingdom of Numidia ; — in Europe, the more wealthy and pacific 
parts of Spain, the iflands of Sardinia, Sicily, and Crete ; with the 

different diftri&s of Greece, Epirus, Macedonia, and Dalmatia • and 

beyond the iEgean fea, the rich province of Afia, with the kingdoms 
of Bithynia and Pontus, were committed to the jurifdiclion of the 
Senate. 



own 



the more warlike diftri&s in Spain, in Gaul and in Syria, with 
the kingdom of Egypt, and all the great military ftations and 

reforts of the legions on the Euphrates, the Danube, and the 

Rhine ". Some time afterwards, under pretence of a war which 
arofe in Dalmatia, he accepted of this province, in exchange for the 
sfland of Cyprus, and the diftridt of Narbonne. 



a> Dio. Caff* lib.liii. c. 12. Strabo, lib. xvii. fine- 



it 



✓ 
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It was underftood, that the emperor and the Senate, in their qua- 

Ktv of partners in the fovereignty, fhould have the nomination of 

governors in their refpediive provinces ; that thofe named by the Se- 
nate mould be civil officers merely, with the title of Proconful, but 

without the power of the fword or any military rank, and they 
were not to remain in office longer than one year , that the officers 

to be named by the emperor, were to have military rank, with the 
title of. Propraetor, and were to aft in the capacity of his lieutenants, 

accountable only to himfelf, and to hold their commiflions during his 
pieafure _ 

From the reformations which Oftavius now made in the eftabliih- 
ment of the provinces, it appeared that he himfelf clearly underftood 

the circumftances by which thofe members of the empire had be- 
come too great for the head, and by which the dependencies of the 

republic had become the means of its ruin ; that he looked back to 

the fteps, by which the iirft Ca:far and himfelf had advanced to domi- 
nion, and wifhed to eSace the track, in order that no one might fol- 
low it, or employ the fame means to fupplant himfelf, which Julius 

Ccriar had employed to fubvert the republic. 

The provinces of the Roman empire had been hitherto not fo 
much the demefne of the commonwealth, as the property of private 
citizens, by whom they were conveyed from one to another by quick 
fucceflion. As they were received in truft for the republic, without 
any particular alignment of a (hare in the profits great part was 
diverted to private ufes ; or where great fums were to be accounted 

** Dh>. Caff. UK nil. \y. vlHons and forage for the numerous retinue or 

f The provincial officers under the republic courtthat ufually attended them. Thefe powers 

iud no falary, nor public- -appointments, being abafed, it was propofed that the pro- 

Tl»ey were onJerilood to fubfifi at the ex- vincial officers fhould be fupplied by con traft; 

pence of the provinces; and in their jour- but the leaders of faction at Rome went forth 

nies were allowed -to impref* hordes -and car- to the provinces, with a power that could 

liages, and 10 demand every fupply of j>ro- not be rtftrained by any ruies whatever. 
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for to the ftate, there was much extorted likewife -to enrich indU 

■ 

viduals by peculation and oppreffioH. 

From their ftations abroad, the officers-of the republic returned with 
the fpoils of the provinces to purchafe importance at Rome. If they 
were frequently changed, the empty hand was often held out with frefli 
rapacity, and the full one brought back with quicker fucceffion to cor*- 
rupt the city : if continued too long, they acquired the force of great 
monarchy got pofTeflion of armies and of revenue, and had fuf- 

ficient refources of men and money to enable them to make war on 
the ftate. Marius and Sylla mewed what could be done with armies, 
levied from the oppofite factions in the city of Rome ; and Julius 

Cajfar lhewed what ufe could be made of the extenfive territory, en- 

trufted for a continued term of years to the government of the 
fame perfon. The republic had often tottered under the effect 

of diforders which arofe in the capital, but fell irrecoverably under 

the blows that were ftruck from the provinces. 

It is evident, that the head of the empire, of whatever defcription, 

whether a commonwealth or the court of a monarch, could not be 

fafe under this diftribution of power and truft. Meafures were ac- 
cordingly now taken by O&avius to reform the eftablifliment, and to 
reduce the provincial officers to their proper ftate of fubordination 
and dependance. The duties they were to levy, and their own emolu- 
ments, were clearly afcertained. The greater provinces were divided, 
and feparate officers appointed to each divifion. Neither men nor money 
were to be levied without authority from the Emperor and the Se- . 
nate, nor' was any officer, to whom a fucceflbr was appointed, to 
remain in his command, or to abfent himfelf from Rome above three 

months **. To fecure the obfervance of thefe regulations, and to 
accelerate the communication from every part of the empire, an inftitu- 

*♦ Dio. Caff. lib. liii. c 13. . 

Vol, III. 3 A tion, 
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tion, refembling that of the modern polls,, was for the firft time in- 
troduced in the ancient world. Couriers were placed at convenient 
ftages, with orders to forward from one to the other the public dif- 

patches. It was afterwards thought more effectual, for the purpofe 
of intelligence, to.tranlport the original mefienger to Rome* 
- In this eflabli{hment,"the Senate and the Emperor,.in their refpective 

civil and military characters, had their feveral departments, and their 
revenue apart; what was. collected in the provinces of the Senate, went 
to the -£rarium or public treafury ; what was collected in.the provinces 
of Ccefar, went to his own coffers. The latter profefied being no more 
than a fervant of the public, appointed for a limited time - y but, in being 
head of the army, he fecured the fovereignty, and meant to employ the 
Senate only as an aid to retain the army within the bounds of their duty. 

In his propofal to divert himfelf of the government, tbere was fumcient 
reafon to fufpect his fincerity ; but in this partial . and fuppofed tern- 

porary refumption of government, the artifice was fo obvious, as to 

become a fpecies of infult upon the underftandings . of mankind. 
The Romans, neverthelek,. on this memorable occafion had learned 

to be courtiers, could, affect to want penetration and conceal their 
fentimerits. 

The Senate, in return to the Emperor s gracious acceptance of the 

government, proceeded to diftinguim his perfon, and even the place 
of his refidence, by many honorary, decrees. They took into their 
ferious confi deration, by what title he mould for the future be known. 
That of King had always been odius at Rome ; that of Dictator had 
been feared, ever fmce the fanguinary exercile of its -powers by Sylla, 

and it had been formally abolilhed by law, foon after the demife of 
Julius Csrfar. The. name of Romulus was . prppofed, and .thought 
due to Octavius, as the fecond founder of Rome; but this name he 
himfelf rejected, not on account of the ridicule conveyed in it, but 

en account of the implication of kingly power. The title of Au- 

8 guftus 
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^uftus was in the end accepted by him, rather as an exprefflon of c 
•perfonal refpect, than as a mark of any new or unprecedented dig- 
nity in the commonwealth. 

While the Senate bellowed on their Emperor the title of Auguftus, 
they ordered that the court of his palace fhould be for ever hung with 
laurel, the badge of victories that were ever frefh in the minds of the 
People, and with wreaths of oak, the ufual diftinction of thofe who 
had faved a fellow citizen ; in token that the Roman People were' 

continaully preferved by his acceptance of the fovereignty, and by 
the wifdom of his adminiftration. 

Octavius from henceforward came to be known by the name of 
Auguftus. He had been fome time the object of fear, and confe- 
quently of adulation to the People, and was now probably become 
the object of that fond admiration, with which the bulk of man- 
kind regard thofe who are .greatly elevated by fortune. Under the 

effect of this fentiment, or fupported by the prevalence of it, citizens 

of high rank devoted themfelves to Auguftus, as they were told that 
the vaflal devoted himfelf to his Lord in fome of the barbarous can- 
tons of Spain and Gaul. They took an oath to interpofe their per- 
fons in all his dangers, and if he muft die, to perifh with him. The 

dying, under pretence of bequeathing fome legacy to Auguftus, in- 
troduced his name in their wills, with a lavifh encomium or flattering 

character. Many appointed him fole heir, or, together with their 
children, the joint heir of all their fortunes. Some, on their death- 
bed, bequeathed particular fums to defray the expence of facrifices 
to the Gods for this %nal bleffing, that Jiugujlus was Jlill living 

when they expired. 
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CHAP. II, 

* 

State of the Emperor.-. Conditio?: of the Empire*— Amount of the 

Revenue unknown. Military EJlabliJhmcnti^ Ssfr. 

IN wtiat degree the court which began to be paid to Auguftus^ 
and which continued during- his reign, proceeded from defign and 
fervility,. or refped and afFedron, we muft endeavour to colled from 
a farther view of his life, and muft- fufpend our judgment until the 
fcene of his trial is paffed." At the late formal eftablifhment of the 
monarchy in his perfon, he was in the thirty-fifth year of his agej 
and had ftili the afped of youth. His complexion is faid to have 
been fair, his eyes bright, and his features regular and elegant. He 

was well made in his perfon, and though below the middling ftature, 
had fo much the proportions of a tall man, as, except when compared 
with fome perfon who overlooked him, to appear above the ordinary 
fize. Two-and-twenty years of a life fo little advanced, he had paffed in 
the midft of civil wars, and in the conteft for empire, which was begun 
by his adoptive father, and maintained by himfelf. During feventeen 

of thofe years he had himfelf been a leader of party,, and veered in 

his profeHions and condud with every turn of fortune ; at one time 
courting the Senate, by affeding the zeal of a citizen in behalf of the 
republic ; at another time courting the veterans, by affeding concern: 
for their interefts, and a zeal to revenge their late general's death. 
He oppofed himfelf to Antony, or joined with him as fuited with 
the ftate of his affairs ; made or broke concerts with the other leaden 
of fadion, made and unmade treaties of marriage ; even had intrigues 
of pleafure with women to forward fome political defign 1 ;. and at an 
age when other young men have fcarcely any objed but pleafure, 
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facnhced every luppoied private or public connection, and every 
friend and every enemy to his ambition, or to the cool and deliberate 
confideration of his own conveniency. - 

By fuch means as thefe Octavius became fovereign of the Roman 
empire at the age of three-and-thirty years, the fame age at which 

Alexander, with the greateft efforts of ability and courage, which were 
afterwards marred by equal inftances of intemperance and folly, effected 
the conqueft of the Perfian monarchy. Much, no doubt, in the 
fortunes of men, is to be imputed to accident. To this they owe, 
at leaft, great part of the occafions on which they act ; but the ufe of 
the occafion, and fometimes the preparation of it, is their own ; and 
nothing befides the moft confummate abilities can, through a great 
variety of fcenes, retain the uniform appearance of a fortunate life. 
It is true, that Octavius, with the name of Caefar, was become con- 
venient or neccffary to tlie military faction which he found already 
formed in the empire; that his youth, and' other circumftances, pre- 
vented the alarm which might have led his enemies to take more ef- 
fectual and earlier meafures againft him. But he did not fail to im- 
prove thefe advantages ; affected, when neceflary, to be the mere 
inftrument of the army, or of the Senate, for obtaining their refpective 

purpofes; preferred the fame difcretion in every date of his fortunes; 
and, with the fame addrefs with which he fupplanted every rival in 
the conteft for power, continued to avoid every offenfive appearance 
in the model of his government, he ftill retained the forms of the 
commonwealth ; and, befides r the title of Auguftus, did- not introduce 
any new appellation of dignity or of office \ 
Every, poffible power under the republic had been implied in the 

titles of Conful, Cenfor, Augur, Pontiff, and Tribune of the-People. 

Some 



a The title of Prineeps had been ufualfy perator had been given to every fuccefs- 
given to the perfon whofe name was firft in ful leader of an army, and in its applica- 
tions of the Senate, and Auguftus attuned tion to Oclavius* implied no pre-eminence 

it in no other fenfe than this j that of Im- above what other leaders had formerly en- 
joyed* . 
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Some of them could, even under that form of government, have 
been united in the fame perfon, as that of Augur and Pontiff, with the 
•office either of Conful or Ccnfor; and there was no law to forbid the 

t 

accumulation of fuch dignities in the hands of the fame perfon, pro- 
bably becaufe it was deemed fufficiently difficult to arrive at any of 
them apart. To conilitute a defpotic power, therefore, provided that 
thefe titles could be united in the fame perfon, it was not neceffary to 

introduce any new forms of office, nor even to affume the name of Dic- 
tator. It was more effeChial to unite the prerogatives of feparate ftatio 
in the perfon of one man, or to beftow them on perfons, who would be 
content to employ them at the pleafure of a mailer ; and this me- 
thod accordingly being fuited to the wary policy and affected mo- 
defty of O&avius, could not efcape him in the choice of his modeL 
In the character of Conful, the new emperor prefided in the Se- 
nate, and was firft executive magiftrate in the city. In the cha- 
racter of Tribune he could not only fufpend all proceedings, whether 
of adminiftration, of public council, orofjuftice; but likewife could 
punifh with inftant death any breach of the peace, or any attempt 
that was made on his own perfon. In the capacity of Ccnfor, 
which was now comprehended in the office of Conful, he was the 
fountain of honour, could pry into every citizen's private life, and 
-could promote or degrade, at pleafure, every perfon who had courted 
bis favour, or incurred his diflike. In the capacity of Augur and 
Pontiff he could over-rule the fuperftition of the times ; and, laft of 
all, in the capacity of Imperator, or head of die army, he held, at his 
difpofal, all the forces of the empire, both by fea and by land. The 

republic, at the lame time, retained moft of its forms. There were 
Leetings of the Senate, and affemblies of the People ; there were 

jojec. Thefe titles, indeed, by being from of them into Prhct and Emperor, are applied 
henceforward, appropriated to the fovereign, only to royal perfons, and the fovereigns ol 
acquired, by degrees, their fignifceance in cxienfirc dominion, 
the original langnase ; and in oar traoilation 

laws 
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raws enacted, and elections made ; affairs proceeded as ufual in the 
name of the Conful, the Cenfor, the Augur, and Tribune of the 
People. The only change which had happened, and that which the 
emperor endeavoured to difguife, was, that he himfelf acted in all 
thefe capacities, and dictated every refolution in the Senate, and 
pointed out every candidate who was to fucceed in the pretended 

elections. 

In- thefe Appearances of republican government, however, which, 
were preferved by Octavius, we are not to fuppofe, that there was 
any image of that mixed conftitution, which fubfifts with fo much 
advantage in fome of the kingdoms of modern Europe. The Ro- 
man Senate, under the Emperors, was no more than a fpecies of privy 
council, of which the members were named or difplaced by the prince; 
and which, under fome fpecious appearances of freedom in their 
fpeech, were actually the mere inftruments of his will. 

The Comitia, or Aflemblies of the People, had ftill lefs of their 

original dignity or power. We have had occafion to obferve, that' 

even under the republic, when the number of citizens, fit to array 
in the. field of Mars, amounted to no more than four hundred thou- 
fand men ; it w T as impoflible that any adequate number could be 
affembled for any purpofe of legifiation or election. In the prefent 

times, when the mufters extended, to four millions, and the Roman 
citizens were difperfed over the whole empire, the afTembly of any 

proportionable number was ftill more impracticable^ No precautions 
had ever .been taken, even under the republic, : to prevent the great' 
^regularities *o which the aflemblies of the People wereexpofed, nor 
was it ever » afe'ertained what numbers were- neceffary to conftitute- 
a legal aflembly. In confequence of this defect, in the latter times 
of the republic, any tumultuary meeting, however thinly or partially 
affembled, took the facred- name of the Roman People, and -gave 
ollicers to the State, or laws to- the commonwealth* Every faction- 

which 
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which, by violence or furprife, could feize the place of the affembly, 
fo as to exclude their opponents, were mafters of the elections, or 

fovereigns of the State. 

After Julius Csefar had taken poffellion of the city, he had no dif- 
ficulty in commanding the elections, or the refolutions of the People ; 
he even planned the fucceffion that was to take place in his abfence j 

and, being to fet out for Afia, he named the officers of State for five 
years. The Triumvirs, in like circumftances, fixed the fucceffion for 

different periods of an equal and greater length ; and it was now un- 
derftood, that the offices of State, though under the fhew of popular 
election, were actually filled up by the emperor. 

The apparent refpect which, under the prefent eftablifhment, was 
paid to civil forms implied no abatement of the military power. On 
the contrary, inftead of weakening, it ferved to fupport, as ufual, 
the authority of that government, under which thefe forms were ob- 

ferved By flattering the People with an idea that their political confe- 

quence was ftill intire, this fembhnce of the a ntient republic reconciled 
them to the ftate of degradation into which they were fallen. It veiled 
the emperor himfelf with a fperies of civil character, and with a po- 
litical cofideration which he could employ in fupport of his military 
power, and which, in fome meafure, fecured him againft the caprice 
of troops, who might think themfelves intitled to fubvert what they 
alone had elkblifhed. It enabled him to treat their mutinies as acts 
of treafon, and as crimes of ftate. He was no longer obliged to 
court their favour, or to affect condefcenfion, in order to obtain 
their obedience. He accordingly, in confequence of the late votes 

of the Senate, changed the ftyle of his addrefs to the legions, calling 

them MiUtes^ not CommlUoncsi Soldiers^ not Fellow-foMiers, as for- 
merly. 

This was probably the whole amount of the political eftablifh- 
ment now made by Octavius, and which he meant to employ as a 

•flock 
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flock on which to, ingraft his military power. The Senate and affem- 

blies of the People were retained only in name, and were far from 

having the energy of collateral members in the government^, fuch as; 
could check pr controul the perpetual executive, which was now efta- 
bliflied in die empire: hut we fhall neverthelefs be dikppointed, if, 

upon a fuppofition of abfohite power in the emperor, we expecl, \rx 

his court, the Jplendor and magnificence of a, royal eftate. 

Oclavius ftill lived in the houfe of Hortenfms, a Roman Senator, 
which he occupied without making any addition to it, either in point 
of dimenfion or ornament. The equipage, retinue, or accommoda^ 
tion of the imperial family was not compofed for (how and magni- 
ficence, as in monarchies long eftabliflied. Such an attempt in the 
eyes of a decayed republic might have had an improper effecl:, might 
have moved envy, and not procured refpecT: \ The emperor indeed 
was attended with an armed guard ; but this was intended for fafety, 

and not for parade. He preferred, in his own perfon, the exterior 
appearances of a citizen, was accofted by the fimple name of Casfar, 
took his place in the Senate, in the theatre, in the public affembly, 
in the bench of judges. At funerals he pronounced the oration that 
was delivered in honour of the dead 5 and even at the bar appeared 

in behalf of his clients *. The females of his houfe preferred the 
virtue of notable houfe-wives, and fabricated, with their own hands, 
the fluffs which he wore in his drefs. 

In refpeft to manners, and appearance of ftate, the emperor, witli 
his family, was not raifed above the condition of citizens 5 but he had 

full compenfation in the extent and arbitrary effe&s of hispower. While 

he retained the appearances of an equal, he took care to be mafter ; and, 
with no higher pretentions than thofe of a citizen, was more than a 

3 Wc may read in the joarnal of a voyage company great power as they do in modera 
made by Horace, in company with Maecenas, times. Vid. Sat. lib. 1. fat. 5. 
that much retinue, or equipage, did not ac- 4 Dio. Caff. lib. lv. C 4. 

Vol. III. 3 B king; 
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king. While he- fuffered the Senate and People to retain the antient 

names and titles of fovereignty, he with-held from them the fubftance 
of any privilege whatever. He perfonated the fimple Senator and the 
citizen with all the terrors of military power in his hands, and 
preferved the force of a tyrant, becaufe he could not afliime the pre- 
cedence and authority of a legal monarch. 

If in this account of the fovereign's perfon and ftate our expecta- 
tions of grandeur are not fulfilled, his dominions will furpafs the 

higheft and moft enlarged conception we can form of their greatnefs. 
The Roman empire contained within itfelf, and in a very entire and po- 
pulous condition, what had been the feat or territory of many famous 
republics and extenfive empires, or what has fmce, in modern times, 

upon the revival of nations, fiirniflied their pofTeffions to no lefs 

confiderable ftates and great monarchies. As it had fwallowed up 
the ftates of Italy and Greece, Macedonia, the Leffer Afia, Syria, 
Egypt, Carthage, Numidia, Spain, and Gaul to the Rhine and the 
Danube ; fo there have fprung from its ruins many ftates now formed 
within the Alps, the kingdoms of Portugal, Spain, and France, with 

all the divifions of the Ottoman empire in Europe, Afia, and Africa. 
Thefe are its fragments, or fhreds of the vaft territory of which it 
was compofed. 

This empire feemed to comprehend, within itfelf, all the moft fa- 
vourable parts of the earth ; at leaft, thofe parts on which the human 
fpecies, whether by the effe&s of climate, or the qualities of the race» 
have, in refpeel: to ingenuity and courage, poflefled a diftinguifhed 
fuperiority. It extended to a variety of climates, and contained 

lands diverfified in refpeft to fituation and foil, diftributihg the pro- 
ductions of nature and art, fo as to render its different divifions 
mutually ufeful and fubfervient to each other. The communication 

between thefe parts, though remote, was eafy, and by a fea which, 

with. 
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with the fpecies of flapping then in ufe, and with the meafure of fkill C HA P. 
which the mariner then pofleffed, could be eafily navigated. 

The Mediterranean being received into the bofom of this empire, 
gave to the whole a greater extent of coaft, and to the inland parts 
an eafier accefs to navigation, than could be obtained by any different 
diftribution of its land and water. In confequence of this circum- 
ftance, the coafts of the Roman empire, without meafuring minutely 
round the indentures of creeks and promontories, and even without 
including the outline of fome confiderable as well as many fmaller 

iflands, may be computed at thirteen thoufand miles; an extent 

which, if llretched into a fingle line, would exceed half the circum- 
ference of the earth. Over this extenfive coaft, the empire was fur- 
nilhed with numerous fea-ports, and the frequent openings of gulphs 
and navigable rivers ; fo that, notwithftanding the great extent of its 

territory, the diftance of any inland place, the moft remote from the 
fea, does not appear to exceed two hundred miles. 

In forming this mighty dominion, the republic had united, under 

its territories, all the principal feats of induftry then known in the 

weftern world, had come into pofleffion of all the fea-ports the moft 
famous for flnpping, and for the refidence of merchants, who had 
conducted the carrying trade of the world. Its fubjecls were pof- 
fefled of all the profitable arts, and having all the means and inftru- 
ments of trade, might be expected to reap all the fruits of commerce. 
But, in making thefe acquifitions, the capital of the empire had been 
a place of arms, and a mere nurfery of ftatefmen and warriors, 
more occupied with the ideas of fpoil and further conqueft, than with 
the attentions neceflary to promote the induftry or the profperity of 

the nations fubjedled to its power. And it is probable that the Ro- 
mans, in reducing fo many feparate nations to the condition of pro- 
vinces, greatly impaired the fources of wealth, at the fame time that 

3 B 2 they 
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they fuppreiled the pretentions to independence and national free- 
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natives were not in capacity to purfue the advantages of their fituation. 
But even thefe circumftances, without the aid of a happier govern- 
ment than that which was now eftablifhed, were not fufficient to 
repair the damage formerly fuftained by the provinces in their re- 

du&ron and fubfequent oppreffion. So that although Carthage, with 

its dependencies, Egypt, Syriaj the Leffer Afia, and Greece, with 
all the trading eftablilhments of Spain and Gaul, were united under 
one head, we. are not to fuppofe, that the wealth of the empire ever 
equalled the fum of what might have been raifed from the feparate 



in 



idependent ftates 



The commercial policy of Rome was limited 



to the fupply of Italy, and to the conveyance of what the provinces 
yielded to the treafury of the empire. Both thefe objects were 
intruded to mercantile companies, who farmed the revenue, and 
who made commerce fubfervient to the bufineis of their own re- 
mittances and exclulive trade. 

It were, no doubt, matter of curiofity to know the whole amount 
of a revenue collected from fo rich and fo extenfive a territory; but 
we are deprived of this latisfa&ion; by the filence of hiftorians, or by 
the Io£s of records in which this fubjeft was ftated. Vefpafian was 



heard to fay, That a fum, fuppofed equal to about three hundred 
and thirty millions fterling, was required annually to fupport the 
imperial eftabliHunent 5 . This emperor, however, being rapacious 

5 Suttoo. in Vefpaf. c. 16, 

or 
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'or fevere in his exadions, might be fuppofed to exaggerate the ne- c 
ceflities of the State ; but as this fum is beyond the bounds of credi- 
bility, and mult lead us to fufped a miftake in the numbers, it will 
not enable us to form any probable conjedure of the truth* 

Under the republic, both the treafury of the State, and the for- 
tunes of individuals, were fupplied, in a great meafure, by the fpolls 
of vanqutthed enemies, brought to the capital with great oftenta- 

tion by every viftorious general. To this fource of revenue we may 

join the prefents that were made by foreign princes and ftates, to- 
gether with the military contributions that were exaded from the 

provinces. 

Julius Casfar brought, at once, Into the treafury fixty-five thou- 
fand talents, or above twelve millions and a half fterling. As the 

luftre of a triumph depended very much on the fums that were car- 
ried in procellion, and placed in the Capitol, Roman officers were 

more faithful ftewards of the plunder taken from their enemies, than 
they were probably of any other public trufh 

It had been, for fome time,- the pradice of the Romans to lay 
every burden on the conquered provinces, and to exempt themfelves, . 
This policy is dated from the conqueft of Macedonia, the fpoils of 
which kingdom being joined to their former acquifitions, put them 
in condition to effeduate this exemption. It was, however, but of ftiort 
duration. The practice of taxing citizens was refumed in time of the 
civil wars, and the privilege, or rather the mere defignation of Ro- 
mans, being extended to the inhabitants of many parts of the empire, , 
all the burdens that were borne by any fubjeds were, at the fame 
time, brought home into Italy, and all the former diftindions gra- - 

dually removed.. 

Under the eflablifliment now made by Auguftus conquefts were 
difcontinued, or became lefs frequent ; and the returns made to the 

treafury, from the fpoil of enemies, failed in proportion ; but the 

7 avidity 
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aridity of receiving prefents, the worft form under which extortion 

•can be exerciied, was ftill indulged, and, as in every other defpo- 
tical government, became a coniiderable engine of oppreffion 6 . 

The republic, for the moft part, in the latter periods of her con- 
quefls, entered on the pofleffion of territories without any capitula- 
tion, and confidered not only the fovereignty, but the property 
likewife of the land and of its inhabitants, as devolving upon them- 
felves. They, in fome inftances, feized on the perfons as well as 
the effects of the vanquifhed, and fet both to fale. They leafed the 
lands at confiderable quit-rents, or leaving them in the hands of the 
original proprietors, exacted, under the appellation of tithes, 
fifths of corn, fruit, and cattle, a proportion of the produce. 



or 
By 



diverfifying the tax, the burden was made to fall upon different Tub- 
je£b, or was exacted from different perfons, and by thefe means the 
whole amount was lefs eafily computed, or lefs fenfibly felt. The 
Romans, in continuing the taxes which they found already efta- 
bliihed in the countries they had conquered, or by impofing fuch new 
ones as fuited their own character as conquerors, fet examples of 

every fpecies almofl that is known in the hiftory of mankind. They 

levied cuftoms at fea-ports, excifes on many articles of confumption, 

and a confiderable capitation or poll-tax, in which they made no 

diflinclion of rank or fortune. Thefe modes of taxation, already 

known under the republic, and various in different provinces, now 

began to be regulated upon the maxims of a general policy extending 

over the whole empire. 

Some of the burdens laid by Oclavius, as that which was impofed 
on the value of goods expofed to fale, were charged directly for the 
benefit of the army as a fund for the difcharge of their pay, or an im- 

* There being no rale by which to limit carry him, ilill refents any imaginary defeat, 

the extent cf a prefent, the perfon who re- and employs terror and force to extort what 
ceives it, allowing tKe giver to proceed as far he affedb to receive as a gift, 
& his meanj, qr his defire to pay court will 

mediate 
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mediate fupply for their fubfiftence or cloathihg ; and by this fort of c H ^ P.. 
impropriation were, unalterably fixed. The country, where any 
troops were quartered, was charged, for their ufe, with fupplies of 
ftraw, forage, carriages, corn, bread, provifions, and even clothing. 

From fuch particulars we may form fome conception of the mode- 
and tendency of Roman taxation, although we have no - certain ac- 
counts, or even' probable conjecture, of the amount of the whole- 
Under the prefent or preceding ftate of the Roman government,, there- 
was no principle operating in behalf of the fubjecl:, befides the fpon- 
taneous humanity or juftice of thofe who exercifed the fovereignty ; 
and as the provinces under the republic had been ill-protected againft. 
the rapacity of Proconfuls and Proprietors, they were now confidered,. 

together with the republic itfelf, as the property of a mailer ; and the 

examples of taxation, that were fet by either, may inftructa fovereigrt 
how to profit by the wealth of his fubjects, rather than admonifh a free- 
people how to conftitute a revenue, with the leaft inconvenience to 
themfelves, or the leaft pomble injury to the fources of wealth. 

The fituation of Italy, and the diftribution of land, and water in its- 
neighbourhood, had made navigation familiar to the Romans in the 
carlieft ages of the republic. A confiderable part of their force, in, 
many of their wars, confided in (hipping. The battle of Actium,. 
which decided the fate of the empire, was fought at fea ; and although 

the Romans, at this date, had fubducd' every nation within reach of 
their feas, and'had no enemy to fear on- that element ; yet the tranf- 
port of armies, the fafety of their navigation, and the fuppreffion 
of piracies, by which the fupply of co*n, and' the conveyance of the 
public revenue from the provinces, were often interrupted, made 
a naval force, and a proper diftribution of guard. fliips> neceffary to the- 
peace and government of the empire, 

■ 

Three capital fleets were accordingly ftationed' by Auguftus for 
the fecurity of the coaftsj one at Ravenna, near the. bottom of the- 

o Hadriatic: 
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£ Hadriatic Gulph; one at Forum Julii, on the oppofite fide of the 
peoinfula ; and a third at Mifenum, the principal promontory or 

head-land of Campania. Befides thefe, there were numbers of 
armed veffels deftined to ply in all the gulphs and navigable rivers 
throughout the empire. 

The ordinary military eftabliihment confuted of about five-and- 
forty legions, befides cavalry and city and provincial droops. The 
"whole, reckoning each legion, with its attendants and officers, at fix 
thouland men, and making a reafonable allowance for cavalry, may 
have amounted to three hundred thoufand. Of the manner in which 
this army was diftributed, the following particulars only are men- 
tioned : on the Rhine, there were ftationed eight kgions ; on the 
Danube, two; on the frontiers of Syria, four; in. Spain, three; 
in Africa, in Egypt, in Myfia, and Dalmatia, each two legions ; in 
the city were nine, or, according to others, ten cohorts, in the capa- 
city of guards, or Prsetorian bands, to attend the perfon of the em- 
peror ; and, together with thefe, three cohorts of a thoufand men 
each, intended as a city watch, to be employed in preferving the 
peace, in extinguilhing fires, and in fuppreffing any other occafional 
diforder 7 . 

For the farther fecurity of the empire, confiderable territories on 
the frontier, which might have been eafily occupied by the Roman 
arms, were fuffered to remain in the poffeffion of allies, dependant 
princes, or free cities and republican ftates, who, owing their fafety to 
the fupport of the Roman power, formed a kind of barrier againft 
its enemies, were vigilant to obferve, and ready to oppofe every at- 
tempt of invafion, and were prepared to co-operate with the Roman 
armies, and to fupport them with ftores and provifions as oft as they 
had occafion to ad in their neighbourhood. The republic had ever 



J Tacitus, !ib. t< 
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cultivated fuch alliances with powers that were contiguous to the place 
of their operations; and frequently, after having made the defence 
of their ally the pretence of a war, and after having availed them- 
felves of his affiftance, they, upon occafion of fome breach or quarrel, 
joined the ally himfelf to the conqueft which he had affifled them to 
make. The fame policy which had been ufeful in acquiring the 

dominion of fo great an empire, was (lill employed for its fafety. In 

purfuance of this policy, the kings of Mauritania, of the Bofphorus, 
of the LefTer and Greater Armenia, of Cappadocia, Commagne, Ga- 
latia and Pamphilia, with Paphlagonia, Colchis and Judsea, toge- 
ther with the republican ftates of Rhodes, Cyrene, Pifidia and Lycia, 

acted under the denomination of allies, as advanced parties on the 
frontiers of the empire, and encouraged by the profpect of a powerful 



own 



peace, or that of the Romans, was likely to be difturbed. 
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CHAP. III. 

The Family and Court of jfuguftus.—Tbis pretended Refignaiion of 

the Empire renewed. The exercife of bis Power becomes kfs 

difguiftd. Death of Jgripga. 

TN the Roman empire, thus fubjected to a monarch, though 
A planted with races of men the moft famed for activity and vigour, 

it has been obferved, that the materials of hiftory became lefs fre- 
quent and lefs interefting than they had been in the times of the re- 
public, while confined to much narrower bounds. Under the do- 
minion of a {ingle perfon, all the interefting exertions of the national, 

the political, and the military fpirit over great parts of the earth, were 
fuppreffed. Even in the capital of the world, fo lately agitated with 
every difference of opinion or interfering of interefts, the operations 
ef government itfelf were become filent and fecret. Matters of 
public concern, confidered as the afiairs of an individual, were 
adj lifted to his conveniency, and directed by his paflions, or by 
thofe of his family, relations, or domeftics. The lift of fuch per- 
fons accordingly, with their characters, difpofitions, and fortunes, 

make a principal part in the fubfequent hiftory of this mighty 
empire. 

Auguftus flill continued to employ Mecamas and Agrippa as the 
chief inftruments of his government. To their abilities and conduct, 
in their refpeclive departments, he in a great meafure owed the 
profperous ftate of his affairs. He likewife perfevered in his attach- 
ment to Livia, whofe feparation from her former hufband has been 
already mentioned. Together with the mother, he received into 
his family her two fons, Tiberius and Drufus. Of thefe Tiberius, 

a. born 
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bom in the year of the battle of Phiiippi, was now about twelve 
years old ; Drufus, of whom fhe was pregnant at the time of her 
marriage with Ottavius, and whom fhe brought forth about three 
months afterwards, was now about feven years old. 

The emperor having no children byLivia, had offspring only 
a daughter, famous by the name of Julia, born to him by Scribonia, 
the relation of Sextus Pompeius, with whom he had contracted a 
marriage of political conveniency, and of fhort duration. Next to 

this daughter, in point of confanguinity, were his fifter Octavia, the 
widow, iirft of Marcellus, and afterwards of Antony, with her chil- 
dren by both her hulbands. Among thefe were, by her firft huf- 
band, Marcella, married to Agrippa, and the young Marcellus", 
who being married to the emperors daughter Julia, was looked upon 
as the undoubted reprefentative of the Octavian and Julian families, 
and heir to the fortunes of Csefar. 

Such then are the perfons to whom many parts in the immediate 
fcquel of this narration will principally refer ; and fuch are the out- 
fet and firft confiderable lines of a very long reign, of which the ma- 
terials will not furnifh, nor the profeffed intention of this Hiftory 
require, a long or minute detail. 

■ 

The eftablifhment now made by Auguftus has nearly completed 
the revolution of which it was propofed to give an account. The 
ucfpotifm, though exercifed under the name of republic, and in the 
form of a temporary and legal inftitution, being in reality abfolute, 
and without any qualification of mixed government, it could not be 
doubted that the fame powers would be continued after the period 
for which they were now granted fhould expire, and that the empire, 
for the future, muft for ever fubmit to the head of the army : but; 

1 In relation to this young man , Virgil, in — Si qua fata afpera rumpas, 

.Littering Auguftus, has compofed fo many Tu Marcellus eris, &c. 
beautiful lines in the 6th book of the Eneid. 
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in what form of fucceffion, or with what immediate effect on the 

character and condition of thofe who were fubject to it,, remain to 

be collected from the fequel of this and a few of the following reigns. 
Military government is almoft a necefTary refult of the abufe of 
liberty, or, in certain extremities of this evil, appears to be the fole 
remedy that can be applied 1 . But, in order to know with how 

much care the evil itfelf ought to be avoided, we muft attend like- 
wife to- the full effects of the cure. 

It appears from the particulars which have been ftated, relating to 
the firll ufes which Octavius made of his power, that he was not 
to be caught in the fnare into which many others have fallen in conr 

iequence cf great fuccefs. In his profperity he ftill retained his 
vigilance, his caution, and his induflry, and relied upon thefe 
alone for the prefervation of what he had gained. Though now 
fecured by the pretended forms of a legal eftablifhment, he continued 
attentive to what was palling in every part of the empire, frequently 

* 

withdrew from the feats of adulation and pleafure in the city of 

Rome to vifit the provinces ; and> without any view to conqueft, cr 
purpofe of oftentation whatever, gave his prefence where any affairs 
of moment were in dependance, merely to extend the effects of his 
government, and to realize the dominion he had planned. 

- The peace which immediately followed the victories obtained on 
the coaft of Epirus and in Egypt, was the circumftance on which 
Auguftus chiefly relied for the recommendation of his government, and 
he feems, from inclination as well as policy, to have early entertained 
a maxim favourable to peace with foreign nations, .and which he 
afterwards openly inculcated, that the bounds of the empire Jbotdd 
net h extended. He himfelf had made fome acquifitions in Da!- 
matia and in Panonia. But his object, in making war in thefe 

* Ncn sliud diicordxiti? p 2 trix remediom fui/fe quara at ub ano regcrctur. Tacit, lib. i. 

countries, 
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countries, had been," rather to exerclfe and prepare his army for the 
conteft he expected with Antony, than for any purpofe of extend- 
ing his conquefts ; and he reduced Egypt to a province, merely to 
extirpate the Iaft remains of his rival's party, and to prevent fur- 
ther moleftation from that rich and powerful kingdom. In his firft 
plan of operations communicated 'to the Senate, he expreffed his dif- 

pofition to acquicfce in the prefent extent of the empire ; but it was 
neceflary to fecure the frontier from invafions, and to afcertain, though 
not to extend, its bounds. Soon after his new model of govern- 
ment was eftablifhed, he took meafures accordingly to reprefs the 
diforder which fubfifted in fome of the provinces, and to reduce to 

obedience fome cantons on which the State had already a claim of 
ibvereignty, though not fully acknowledged. He proceeded to 
punifh others, who, at the breaking out of the civil wars, had taken 
advantage of the general diffraction of the empire to refume their 
independency, or to make war on the Roman fettlements. He had 
examples of both forts to contend with in different parts ; in Thrace, 
on the Rhine, and among the Alps, but chiefly in Spain. 

Of all the provinces that became fubjeel to Rome, thofe of Spain, 
had been the moft difficult acquifition ; infomuch that,, after all the 
wars fo frequently renewed in that country, there were Mill fome war- 
like cantons who continued to maintain their independence. Among- 

thefe the Afturcs and Cantabri f being in actual rebellion, the emperor 
himfclf, at the head of a powerful army, ftill pretending a defign to in- 
vadeBritain, paifed into Gaul, and there having fixed'a rate of taxation 
for the province, turned into Spain. He obliged the rebels, upon his 
approach, to quit their ufual habitations, and retire to the mountains. 
But finding that they were likely to protract the war-, and' to engage 
him in a fucceffion of tedious and indecifive operations, he fixed his 

5 Nations inhabiting the mountainous coafts of the Bay of Bifcay. 

quarters 

* 
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quarters at Tarraco*, and left the cornmand .of the army employed 
oa this fervice to C. Antiftius and Carifius. Soon after his arrival at 

Tarraco he entered on his eight Confulate. From that place he fent 
Terentius Varro to quell a rebellion of the Salaili and the other na- 
tions of die Alps, and fent M. Vincius to punifh fome German 
tribes, by whom the Roman traders frequenting their country, or 
fettled among them, had been maffacred. He himfelf, while his 
generals were employed in thefe fervices, remained two years at his 
quarters in Spain ; and upon the elapfe of his eight Confulate, re- 
fumed that office for the ninth time. 

During the refidence of Auguftus in Spain, arrived the famous re- 
ference or appeal from the Parthians, fubmitting to his decifion a 
conteft for the throne of their kingdom \ The competitors were 
Phraates and Tiridates. The firft having been in poffeffion, was 
expelled by a powerful infurredion of the people in favour of his 
rival : but, after a Tittle time, having affembled his forces and his 
allies, he attacked Tiridates, obliged him to fly in his turn, and to 
take refuge in the contiguous province of the Roman empire. This 
exile, having the fon of his rival a prifoner, proceeded to Rome, and 
from thence to the quarters of the emperor in Spain. At the fame 
time arrived an embaffy from Phraates, then in actual poffeffion of 

the throne, defiring that Tiridates Ihould be delivered up to him, and 
that his fon fhould be reftored. Both parties offered honourable 
terms to the Romans, particularly the refloration of all the captives, 

and of all the trophies taken either from Craffus or from Antony, in 
their unfortunate invafions of that kingdom. 

Auguftus willingly accepted of thefe terms \ but affecting to refer 
the Parthian difpute to the Roman Senate, gave inftru&ions that the 

* Tir:;:- cna. 

ft-? 

: Dio. Caff. Jib, Hii. c. 22 £25, Orofiii?, 



lib. vi. c. 21. Velleius. Liv. Epitome, 
lib. exxxiv. Dio. Cafl". lib, liii. c. 33. 
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fon of Phraates fhould be reftored to his father, but that Tiridates 
fhould not be delivered up to his enemy 6 . 

By this tranfadtion, though a pacific one, the difgrace incurred by 
the Roman legions in Parthia was fuppofed to be entirely effaced. 
And it being faid that Auguftus, on this occafion, had performed, by 
the authority of his name, what other Roman leaders had attempted 
in vain by force of arms, he had a variety of honours decreed to 
him by the Senate. It pafled, among other refolutions, that his 
name Ihould be infcribed among thofe of the gods in the addrefs 
of the public hymns ; that one of the Roman tribes fhould be named 
the Julian Tribe, in honour of him ; that he fhould wear the tri- 
umphal crown at all public entertainments ; that all Roman Senators,, 
who had been prefent at any of his victories, fhould attend, his tri- 
umphs dreued in purple robes ; that the anniverfary of his return to 
Rome fhould be obferved as a feftival; that he fhould have the 
nomination of perfons to be honoured with the priefthood, and fhould 
fill up the lift to any numbers he thought proper. From this time- 
forward, accordingly, the number was fuppofed to be unlimited. 

Soon after the eonclufion of this negotiation with the Parthians,. the 

operations of the armies in Spain and Germany were brought to a 
fuccefsful period. Caius Antiftiu6 being attacked by the Cantabri,. 
obtained a complete victory, and obliged that people again to take 
feparate retreats in the woods and mountains, where numbers of 
them were reduced by famine, and others, being inverted in their 
ftrong holds, and in danger of being taken,,chofe.to perifh by their 

own hands. 

Carifius was equally fuccefsful againft the Afturi ; obliged them- 
to abandon their habitations, or to fubmit at difcretion 7 . 

9 

6 Juftin, lib. xlii. c. 5. Dio. CalT. lib. liii. c. 33. Velleius Pater, lib. u. c. 91. 

7 Dio. CafT. lib. liii, c. 25. 

Terentius 
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Tereatius Varro, having invaded the Salaffi, or Piedmontefe, on 
different quarters, made them agree to pay a contribution, and, under 
pretence of levying it, fent an army in feparate divifions into their 
country ; and thus having them at his mercy, exercifed a cruelty of 
which too many examples are to be found in every period of antient 

hiilory. He ordered, that all the children and youth of the nation, 
thus taken by furpiize, lhould be put up for fale ; the buyer being re- 
quired to come under engagements, that none of this unhappy people, 
thus fold for flaves, lhould be reftored to freedom, or allowed to 
return to their own country, till after an interval of twenty years \ 

About the fame time Auguftus received from the army the title of 
Imperator, and from the Senate the offer of a triumph, on account 
of the victories gained by his lieutenants. The laft of thefe honours he 

declined ; but took occalion to exhibit games in Spain, in name of 
his nephew Marcetius and of his ftep-fon Tiberius, whom he wifhcd 
to recommend to the army by this ad of munificence. He likewife 
diftributed lands, both in Spain and in the Cifalpine Gaul, to the 
foldiers who were difcharged from the legions, and on this occafion 

built the Augufta Emeritorum 5 in Spain, and the Augufta Pretoria l ° 

on the defcent of the Alps towards Italy. In conformity with his 
general plan of dividing the provinces, he feparated Spain into three 
governments, the Bcetica, Lufitanica, and Taraconenfis. The firfi was 

included under the department of the Senate, the other two had 

been referved to himfelf. 

Gaul was, at the fame time, divided into four feparate govern- 
ments ; the Narbonenfis, Acquitania, Lugdunenfis, and Celtica or 
Eelgica. Upon this increafe of the number of provinces, additional 
officers, particularly in the capacity of Quseftors, became neceffary. 

All who had, for ten years preceding the date of thefe arrangements, 

1 D;o. Ca£". lib. liii. c. 25. * NowMcrida. *° Now AofU. 

held 
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held the office of Quaeftor in the city, without fucceeding to any c H m A p - 
foreign employment, were now ordered to caft lots for the vacant 
ftations, 

The general peace being again reftored, by the fuccefsful operations 
of the army in different quarters of the empire, the gates of Janus" 
once lmore were fhut, and a column was erected on a fummit of the 
Alps, bearing an infcription, with the names of forty-eight feparate 
nations or cantons, who were now reduced to obedience under the 
aufpices of Auguftus 

The emperor being on his return to Rome, and having accepted U- C. 729. 
of a tenth Confulate, the ceremony of his admhTion into office was j 0 mo. c. 
performed before his arrival on the firft of January, with a renewal fia^us" 5 
of the oaths formerly taken by the People, that they would obferve ^ u ^g ^ 
his decrees. The Senate, at the fame time, being informed that he 
intended to make a donation to the People, amounting to a hundred 
denarii for each perfon ; but that, from refpect to the laws which 
gave them a negative on fuch donations, he meant to defer the pub- 
lication of his intention until he had their confent ; they immediately 
paflcd a decree, giving him full exemption from every law or form 
of the commonwealth, and empowering him 11 to govern in all mat- 
ters according to his own will. This decree, of which the effect 
was not fo much to veft him with any new powers, as to remove 
the veil from that power 'of which he was already poflTefled, it is 
probable, from his caution in other matters, he would have gladly 

avoided. At his return, after fo long an abfence, he was received 
by all orders of men with every demonft ration of joy. Having al- 
ready been flattered in his own perfon with eveiy mark of -difti notion 

and honour, he was now courted in the perfon of his favourite ne- 
phew Marcellus. This young man was admitted, by a formal decree, 

M Piin. lib. xix. c. 1. 11 Dio. Caff, lib. llii, c. sfl. 
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to a place in the Senate among the members of Praetorian rank, and 
was allowed to fue for the Confulate ten years before the legal age. 
Livia too had a Hure in thefe flatteries, by a like privilege beftowed 

on her fon Tiberius, though, in order to retain fome dutin&ion be- 
tween the favourite nephew and the ftep-fbn of the emperor, the de- 
cree in favour of Tiberius only bore that he might fue for the- Con- 
iulate five yean before the legal age. 

In the mean time Marcellus held the office of iEdile, and Tiberius 
that of Quseftor. The firft, to fignalize his magiftracy, ordered that 
that part of the forum or fpace in which the courts of juftice were 

held, which till then had been always uncovered and expofed to the 

open air, mould be fhaded with a covering or awning of cloth 

During the abfence of the emperor, the plans which had been 
formed for the better government of the city, for adorning it with 
public buildings, and for repairing the highways throughout Italy,. 

were carried into execution by Agrippa. The repair of the high- 
ways had been afligned, in feparate lots, to fuch of the Senators as 

were fuppofed able to defray the expence of it; and, among thefe, 
the Raminian Way had been affigned to Auguftus himfelf. The 
town was divided into quarters or diftricts, under proper officers, 

annually chofen or taken by lot ; and a watch was eftablifhed,.to pre- 
vent diforders,. and to guard againft fire. 

The channel of the river, in a great meafure,. choked up with' 

heaps of rubbifli from the ruins of houfes, that formed confidcr- 

able banks and iflands in the midft of it, and, at every flood,, 
forced great inundations into the ftreets, was now effectually cleared '*• 
The Septa Julia, or place of aflembly, called the Julian Place, in 
honour of the emperor,, was repaired, adorned,, and dedicated. A 
temple was erected to Neptune, in memory of the late naval victories. 

:J Quantum mutatis moribus Catonis cenforii qui fternendum quoquc forum murkibus 
csafuerat. Pirn. Ma:. Hill. lib.iii. c, zo. ■* Sueton. in Auguft. c. 29, 3;. 

The 
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The portico of the Pantheon was finiflied about this time ; within 
was placed, among the images of the gods, a ftatue of Julius Csefarj 
in the veftible, or portico, were placed thofe of Auguftus and 

Agrippa " 

The emperor, upon his approach to the city, publifhed, by virtue 
of the power lately conferred upon him by the Senate, his intention 
to diftribute to the citizens a hundred denarii a man. In this it 
appears that the Roman People had ftill retained the worft and moft 
corrupting part of their republican privileges, that of receiving 
gratuities in money and corn, as well as that of being frequently 
amufed with expenfive mows. By the firft they were fupported in 
idlenefs, and by the other taught diftipation, and made to forget 
the ftate of political degradation into which they were fallen. At the 
games exhibited in the preceding year by the Prctor ServiKus, it is 
laid, that three hundred bears, and an equal number of African wild 
bcafts, were baited or hunted down' 6 . 

The reftoration of peace being a principal point on which Auguftus 
valued himfelf with the Public, the gates of Janus, in a few of the 
firft years of his reign, had been already . three times repeatedly 
fliut l \ But on a frontier fo extenfive, befet on the onp hand by fierce 
nations, jealous of their liberties, and on the other, by armies, whofe 
commanders were fond of opportunities to diftinguifli themfelves, it was 
not poflible long to avoid every fpecies of war. Soon after the em- 
peror had withdrawn from Spain, leaving the command in Lufitania 

to L. iEmilius, the Cantabri and Aftures, ftill impatient of the do- 
minion to which they had lately, in appearance, made a perpetual 

fubmiflion, took a refolution again to fhake off the Roman yoke. 
Propofmg to give the firft intimation of their defign by a ftroke of 
importance, they drew a confiderable part of the Roman anhy into 

15 Dio. CaiT. lib. liii. c. 22, Sec. Sec. " Ibid. c. 27. 11 Sueton. in Auguft. c. 22. 
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their country, under pretence of furniming them with a fupply of 

corn ; and when they found them difperfed in fmall parties to receive 
the propofed diftribution, they put the whole, or the greater part, to 
the fword. In revenge for this piece of treachery, .ffimilius laid their 
country under military execution, and by a barbarous policy, to pre- 
vent future revolts, cut off the right hands of the prifoners whofe 
lives he fpared *\ 

At the fame times Auguftus himfelf, though fomewhat contrary 
to the general fyftem of his reign, entertained a project of extending 
the Roman fettlements, or at lead of making difcoveries on the fide 

cf Arabia, and on the coafts of the Indian feas. He was tempted, 
probably, by the profpect of getting accefs to the rare and coftly 

commodities, which the Arabians were known to receive from In- 
dia and which they fold in the markets of Egypt and Afia at their 

own price. He expected to refund the expence of his armament 
from the great treafures of gold and filver which the Arabians were 
fuppofed to poifefs. 

Eor this purpofe jEIius Gallus, the Proprietor of Egypt, was en- 
trufted with the conduct of an expedition to the Gulph of Arabia. This 
olHcer fpent a conliderable time in fitting out a fleet of armed mips, 
which he afterwards found to be unneceffary^ as the Arabians were 
mere traders, and had no mips of force. In paffing the gulph with one 

hundred and thirty tranfports, he, by the unfkilfulnefs of his ma- 
riners and pilots, fuftained a great lofs both in flapping and men, 
and in the delays which he afterwards incurred, or in attempting 
to penetrate the deferts of Arabia cailward, he loft a great part 
of his army, which periihed by want of water, or by difeafe. And 
thus, after a fruitlefs attempt, in which he fpent many months, re- 
turned to Alexandria with a fmall part of his army, without having 

11 Sueton. in Auguft. lib. Hii. c. 29. 

x * Strabo memiom, that in the port of Nas there were above icoihips from India. 
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gained any confiderable advantage, or even obtained information of C A P. 

the fources of wealth which he was fent to explore *°. 

While thefe tran factions patted in the provinces and on the frontier U. C. 730. 

of the empire, Auguftus, then refiding at Rome, entered on an r^nino* 

eleventh Confulate. His colleague, in the beginning of the year, was j^"" 1 " 

Terentius Varro Murena. But this Conful died in office, and was Z aent \ a * 

fucceeded for the remainder of the year by C. Calpurnius Pifo. ^ n ^ m I ° rc ' 

Aueuftus himfelf. in this Confulate. was taken ill : and being nius Pifo. 

. . . . All s uIh 5 t0 

fuppofed in danger, called his colleague, with a number of the prin- xux. 39. 

clpal Senators, into his prefence, to receive his laft inftructions relating 
to the empire, The title by which he affected to hold the govern- 
ment could not fupport him in pointing out a fucceffion. He ac- 
cordingly made no mention of any fuccefTor to himfelf, but delivered 
t o the Conful Pifo, as being firft officer of State, the memorials he had 

drawn up relating to the revenue and other public eftablifhments. 
He gave to Agrippa his ring, which was the badge of his nobility, 

■ 

and which, according to the ideas of the Romans, had an emble- • 
matical reference to his power. He feemed to overlook his nephew - 
Marcellus, though at this time the firft in his favour, and probably 
(Mined to inherit his fortune. This circumftance, together with 
the general opinion of his diffimulation, made, it be fufpected that he 
had no real apprehenfions of dying, and .that he called his friends to • 
this folemn audience, merely to mew, on a fuppofed death-bed, his 
refpect for the commonwealth. To elude the penetration of thofe 
who fufpectedhis arts, and" whom he ftill continued to dread, after ■ 
his recovery, he defired that the will which he had made on this - 
occafion fhcmld be publicly read ; . but the Senate, already know- - 
ing the contents, and affecting to believe, without this evidence,, 
the rmcerity of his intentions to reftore the republic, refufed to . 

90 Dio. CaflV lib. liK. c. 29. Zonaras, lib. x. c. 33. Plin. lib', vi. c. 28. Strabo, 
Hb.ii. p. n8. Ibid, lib.xvi. p. 782. 
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comply. They appointed great rejoicings on account of his recovery, 
and amply diftinguifhed and rewarded the phyfieian, to whofe (kill it 
was fuppofed that they owed the prefervation of fo valuable a life 

Although the circumftance of Augufftis not having mentioned his 
nephew Marcellus, and the honour he had done to Agrippa, were 

probably not the effe&s of any ferious defign refpeding the fucceffion, 
they neverthelefs became a fubjecr. of jealoufy in the mind of the 
young man, and foon after occafioned the retirement of Agrippa 
from the court. This officer, under pretence of going into Syria, 
where he was appointed to command, fet out from Rome, but flop- 
ped at Mitilene' in the illand of Lefbos, where he Jived in retirement, 
without taking any part in public affairs. 

During the ftay of Agrippa at Mitilene, and in lefs than a year 
after his departure from Rome, happened the death of Marcellus ; 
an event .which Livia was, by fome, alleged to have haftened, in or- 
der to make way for the advancement of her own fons ; but the 
ficklinefs of the feafon and the mortality at Rome, during the two 
preceding years, might have accounted for the death of Marcellus, 

w 

•without any fuppofition of unnatural means " 5 and the event itfelf 

brought no • immediate advantage to the fons of Livia. It was fol- 
lowed by the recal of Agrippa, and by a new arrangement, which 

removed the Claudii Hill farther from the place to which the mother 

was defirous to raife them in the confideration and favour of the 
emperor. 

Augufftis had now, for fomc years, without intermiffion, afTumed 

and exercifed the office of Conful ; but thinking its authority no 
longer neceflary to fupport his power, he diverted himfelf of the title, 
and gave a frelh proof of his moderation, by fubftituting in his place 
i. Seflius, one of the few who were ftill fuppofed to regret the fall 



Dio. Caff, lib. iiii. c 31. ai Ibid, lib. liii, c. 32, 3 3. 
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of the republic. ' Seftius had been the friend of Marcus Brutus, ad- c H A p - 

hered to the'caufe of the commonwealth in every period of the 
civil wars,' and, though fpared by the victors at Philippi, ftill ven- 
tuard to retain the ftatue and picture of his friend. 

The magnanimity of Auguftus, in getting over thefe objections to 
the character of Seftius, was not neglected by the flatterers of his court ; 
nor was his declining the Confulate overlooked by the Seriate, in 
their zeal to devife new honours and additional conceffions. The 
character of Tribune, which had been annually conferred on the 
emperor for fome years, was,, on the prefcnt occafion, rendered per- 
petual in his perfon, and the privilege of prdpofing matters for the 
confideration of the Senate,, hitherto appropriated to the Confuls in 
office, was now likewife extended to him. As a compenfation for the 
dignity of Conful, which he now declined, he was declared* per- 
petual Proconful, both at Rome and in the provinces, and empowered' 

to fuperfede every officer, even in his own government a3 . He was, 
at the fame time, prefled to accept the title and power of Dictator. 

The People, labouring under a plague or epidemic diftempery. u. c. 13 r. 
which, in the ufual mode of their fuperftition, they confidered as a ]^celi"f " 
puniftunent inflicted by the gods for fome public offence, , and in ^k™^-' c 
particular for their having fuffered the emperor to divert: himfelf of Auguft. 6co, 

x tat. 4.0. 

the Confulate, propofed that he mould inftantly aJFume rhis or a 
higher dignity. While the Senate was a (Tembled,. multitudes crowded 
together in a riotous manner, and with threats required that a decree 

Ihould pafs to veil Auguftus with- the ftile and powers of Dictator. 

They collected twenty-four Fafces, , the number ufually carried be- 
fore this officer, and repairing to the emperor's palace, called upon- 
him to afTurae his power, and to refcue the People from their prefent 
calamities. 



" Dio.CalT. Iib.lULc.3s. 
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Auguftus, who had fufficiently provided for all the objeds of Lis 
-ambition, without the alarming name of Di&ator, took this oppor- 
tunity to eftablilh his character for moderation. He intreated the 

People to defift from their purpofe ; and when ftill preffed, he ap- 
peared to be greatly agitated, tore his clothes a *, and gave other fig™ 

of extreme diftrefs. Being likewife preffed to accept of the office of 
perpetual Cenfor, he, in the fame, maimer, declined it, recommend- 
ing, for the immediate difcharge of its duties, P.-jEniiUus Lepidus 
and Munatius Plancus. 

In acting this part, it is probable that O&avius guarded againft the 
fate of Julius Csfar ; that he preferred fecurity to the oftentation 
of power, and relied more on the caution with which he avoided 
offence, than he did on the vigilance of his informers and fpies, 
or on the terror of his arras. He could not, however, at all times, 
aroid having recourfe to thefe means of defence. During his prefect 
refidence at Rome, he received information of a defign formed on 
his life by Murcena and Fannius Ca:pio, and brought them to trial. 
Velleius Paterculus, "without any fcruple, affirms the guilt of thefe 
fuppofed confpirators ; but Dion Caffius infmuates, that the guilt of 
Murana, at leaft, was rather indifcretion, and an unguarded free- 
dom of fpeech, with which. he was accuftomed to cenfure the con- 
duel of his fuperiors, than any formed defign of fo criminal a 
nature. 

Mursna was the brother-in-law of Maecenas, and himfelf appeared 
to be in favour with Auguftus. Upon the furmife of an intention 



him, 



They 



arrai 



the privilege of voting by fecret ballot, they availed themfelves of it 
to acquit the accufed. 



** Dio. Caff. lib. lie. c. l« 
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The ufe of the fecret ballot in criminal trials, when firft intro- C 
duced in the republic, as it diminimed the powei of the ariftocracy, 
which vvas fo nceefTary for the prefervation of public order, no doubt 
had a tendency unfavourable to public juftice. But now, when it 

might have been falutary, at leaft in all State Trials, it was, iflnder 
pretence of the falfe judgment given in the cafe of Murama and 
Cacpio, fo far abolilhed, that all perfons who fled from trial, or who 
declined appearance, were, by an exprefs ftatute, deprived of the 

benefit of it ls ; and this circumftance deferves to be mentioned as 

the firft inftance, perhaps, in which the judicial forms of the repub- 
lic, formerly partial to the interefts of the People, began to be 
changed in favour of defpotifm. This innovation was probably the 
more fatal in the fequel, that the emperor himfelf, under pretence of 
giving evidence,, of urging profecutions, or of appearing as an ad- 
vocate for his clients, frequently attended the courts 16 . And it can- 
not be doubted, that as often as he appeared * 7 , the part which lie 

took, whether as a witnefs or as a pleader, mull have had very great 
and improper influence in the caufe. 

In the beginning of this reign, are dated fome regulations calcu- 
lated for the peace and general order of the city. Among thefc, it 

* $ Dio. Caff, lib. Hv. c. 3. fluence in protecting a perfon under profe- 

15 Jbid. Sueton, in Auguft. c. 56. cution for adult' ry. After the profecutor 

" 7 Among the remarkable trials of thi ; began to open the charge, Auguftus himfelf 

period is mentioned that of M. Primus, who came into court, and commanded him not to 

having the command in Macedonia, was ac- traduce his relations and friends ; a ftretchof 

cafoi of having, without orders, made war power which, under legal government, ought 

on the Odryfians, a Thracian nation. He to have given offence ; but in the prefent 

pleaded the orders of Auguftus or of Mar- ftate of the Romans, only put the fubjefl in 

cellus ; but the emperor himfelf attending mind, how necefl'ary it was for himfelf to court 

the tri 1, denied his having ever given fuch the imperial favour ; and it was decreed.ac- 

orders, and the defendant was condemned, cordingly, by the unanimous votes of all the 
He is faid, at another time, to have appeared Senator*, that in memory of this gracious in- 
in behalf of his confidents Apuleius and Ma> terpofnion of the emperor, an additional fla- 
xen as, who were arraigned of fome undue in- t:ie ihould be erected to him. 
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k xacntioned, that the number of Praetors was reduced to ten ; and 
that two of this Dumber were appointed to infpeft the public re- 

* 

venue * ; that fome feafte, which had been cuftomary, were prohi- 
bited, and the expence of others reftrained within moderate bounds ; 

tfcarthe care of the public fhows was entrufted to the Prators, 
with a competent allowance from the treafury to defray the expencc 

of them, but under an express prohibition to add, as they had been 
hitherto inclined to do, from ambitious motives, above an equal fum 
from their own private eftates. The fhows of gladiators were fub- 

j'e&ed te the controul of the Senate, and the number of pairs to be 

exhibited, on any particular occafion, reftri&ed to fixty. The care 
ef extinguifhing and guarding againft fire being in the department of 

the £dile$, a body of fix hundred men, deftined to this fervice, was 
put under the command of thefe magiftrates. Perfons of rank 
having given caufe of complaint, byprefenting themfelveg as dancers or 
performers on the public theatre, fuch examples were ftri&ly prohibited.. 

As the Emperor ever affe&ed a defrre to be entirely relieved of the 
government, he accompanied his moft popular ads . and regulations 
with a formal and oftentatious refignation of fome particular parts cf 
his power. The provinces of Narbonne and of Cyprus, which had 

■ 

been originally part of his truft, bebg in the firft period of his reign 
reftored to peace, he formally refigned them into the hands of the 
Senate. But while he was occupied with thefe pacific or popular 
meafures, the Altures and Cantabri, notwithstanding their former 
diftrelTes, ftill paffionately fond of their expiring liberties,, having re- 
volted yet a third time, were again reduced with great Daughter. 
Moft of thofc who efcaped from the fwords of the Roman legions, 
perilhed by their own hands "While this event, in appear- 
ance, terminated all the troubles which fubfifted in the weftera 

■ 

,! Dio. CaiT. lib. liii. c. 5:. 13 Ibid. lib. liv. C. 4, 
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part of the empire, an alarm was received from Egypt, of a formid- chap. 

able enemy appearing to intend the invafion of that kingdom. The 
Ethiopians, probably, encouraged by the low ftate to which, from 
the unfortunate expedition of Gallus againft the Arabians, they fup- 
pofed the Roman forces on the Nile to have been reduced, had, 

by the time that the alarm had been communicated to Rome, ac- 
tually entered the province; and, before any affiftance could be fent 
from other parts of the empire, were repulfed by Petronius, who fuc- 
ceeded to Gallus in the government of Egypt* 

But before thefe events were known, the Emperor had taken his re- 
folution to attend to the defence of this kingdom* in perfon, and was 
fet out on his voyage. Having put into Sicily in his way, while lie yet 
remained in this ifland, the ufual election of Confuls came on at 

Rome J \ He himfelf was named, together with M. Lollius Nepos $ 

but he declined accepting of the office, and affected to leave the Ro- H' 7 J 2 ' 

• . QiEmilius 

man People, as of old, to a free choice. This novelty gave rife to a Lepidus, 
warm conteft, in which Quintus Emilius Lepidus, and L. Silanus Nepos*. IU * 
appeared as competitors, and were fupported by numerous parties of je^^T' 
their friends. The People began to recover the remembrance of their 
former power, and were encouraged or fupported by the candidates 
in diforders or freedoms, from which they had for fome time been 
reftrained. Auguftus himfelf was alarmed with thefe appearances of a 
reviving republic, fummoned both the candidates to attend him in 
Sicily; and having reprimanded them for the difturbances they gave, 
forbade them to appear at Rome, until the depending elections were 
palled. The competition, neverthelefs, was carried on with great 
warmth in their abfence, and ended with much difficulty in favour 
of Lepidus. 

This fpecimen of the fuppofed diforders to which the People were 
inclined, in the abfence of an authority that was fit to reftrain them, 

3° Dlo. Can*, lib. liv. c. 5, 6. 
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BOOK 
VI. 



probably induced the Emperor to haften the recall of Agrippa, as a 
perfon on whom he could devolve the care of the city. The breach 
which had been fome time made in his family, , by the dearth of Mar- 
cell us, remained unrepaired; and he feems to have hefitated in the 
choice of the perfon whom he was to place next to himfelf in power, 

and in fucceffion to the government. His daughter Julia, the widow 
of Marceilus, had yet brought no addition to his offspring. She was 
now to be difpofed of in a fecond marriage, and was likely to befiow 
on her hufband the character of heir apparent to the fortunes of her 
father. It is faid, that Mecsnas advifed the Emperor to make choice 
of Agrippa. This, man, he faid, is already too high to remain where 
he is : he mujl be lifted up to a place yet higher^ or be cajl to the 
ground *\ 

Agrippa was accordingly, about this time, made to part with 
Marcella, the niece of Auguftus, to whom he had been fome time 
larried, in order that he might become the hufband of Julia, and 

by this title the firft in the family of Ca>far. 

The Emperor, while in Sicily, having bellowed on the city of Sy- 
racufe, and on other towns of that ifland, the privilege of Roman 



made 



government 




he paffed through Sparta and Athens, he treated the 
inhabitants of thofe once eminent cities with marks of favour or dil- 
pleafure, according to the part they had taken in the late divifions 

of the empire* 

The Spartans had^ with proper hofpkality, received Livia in her 
Eight from Italy, and, in return,, were now honoured with the pre- 
tence of the Emperor at one of the public meals, which they ftill af- 
fected to retain in memory of their ancient inftitutions. They like- 



s « Bio. Caff. lib. liv. c..6. 
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wife received a grant of the ifland of Cithera, which formerly had c H A P. 

X 1.1* 

belonged to their territory. 




The Athenians, on the contrary, it is faid, were put in mind of 
their partiality to Antony and Cleopatra, and of the lingular oftenta- 
tion with which they admitted the Queen of Egypt a citizen of 
Athens. In refentment of this behaviour, they were deprived of 
their fovereignty in Egina and Eretria, and forbid to receive any 
prefents in return for the freedom of their city, a diftinction, which, 
it feems, was flill earneftly courted, and from the fale of which they 
derived fome revenue. 

From thefe vifits to Sparta and Athens, the Emperor proceeded to- 
Samos, where he remained for the winter 3 \ Here he not only had 
a confirmation of the reports already mentioned, relating to the fuc- 
ccfs of Petronius againft the Ethiopians, but received an embaffy 
from this people to fue for peace. They had addrefled themfelves- 

to Petronius ; and being referred to the Emperor, defired that they 

might have guides to conduct them to him. This Emperor, they 
faid, or the place of his abode, we how not. Being conducted to- 
Samos, on the route by which he was expected to arrive in Afia, 
they obtained a peace, without any of the fubmiflions or unequal 

conditions by which the Romans were formerly accuftomed to pre- 
pare the way, in every treaty, for the farther extenfion of their con- 
certs "» 

In the fpring, Auguftus pafled from Samos to Bythinia, in which, u. c. 733. 

though one of the provinces that had been committed to the admi- Y. sfyus ""^ 

mniftration of the Senate, he, by his own authority, made fome ^uft.3 VO > 

reformations; and upon a complaint, that the people of Cyzicum ■*» t -4 a « 
had infulted with the rod, and put to death fome Roman citizens r 
he ftript them of feveral privileges which they had hitherto enjoyed.. 



» Dio. Caff. lib. liv. c.7, 
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34 Strabo, lib. vij. p. 821. 
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BOOK From thence, he continued his progrefs 

wife infli&ed fome feverities on the citiz 



difrefped to his government 



The Parthians 



trophies, of which they had got polTeflron on the defeats of Craffus 
and Antony. This was the condition, on which the king had ob- 
tained the releafe of his fon. Being now reminded of it, or alarmed 
by the approach of the Roman Emperor to his frontier, he fent an 
lbalTy to perform this article. But of the Roman prifoners, many, 
foon after they were taken, perifhed by their own hands 5 others, be- 
ing reconciled by degrees to their condition, and having fettled, were 
unwilling to remove. They concealed themfelves from the perfons 

who were fent to affemble and condutt them to the frontier, and but 
a few were recovered. Thefe, together with the reftored ftandards 
and other trophies, were conducted with great pomp to the city of 
Rome: 

Augultus had already received the congratulations of the Senate and 
People, on the conclufion of his treaty with the Parthians, and 
knowing how much it was become a point of honour at Rome to 
repair the difgrace which Roman armies had incurred on the Eu- 
phrates and the Tigris, he indulged, on the conclufion of this tranf- 
acHon, a degree of vanity, which was unufual with him on other 
occafions. He ordered the rites of thankfgiving that were appro- 



priated to the greater! victories ; gave inftrudions 



tnum 1 



The Romans, in conferring hon 
fuccefeful fervice, confidered the 
means by which it had been obta 
difttfl&ions that military courage 



* Di* Caff. lib. Hv. c, 6. 
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•every officer, under whofe aufpices they profpered, whether by arti- 
fice or valour " On this principle, Auguftus,- without having per- 
formed any military operation whatever, took occafion to triumph 
over an enemy r before whom the armies of Antony and Craffus had 
perifhed. 

The object of the Emperor's journey to the Eaft having been ob- 
tained by the reftoration of peace to Egypt,, he did not proceed in 
bis progrefs beyond the province of Syria. From thence, in his 
letters to the Senate,, he difclaimed every intention or wifh to extend 
the bounds of the empire,, and difpofed of kingdoms on the frontier 
to .the princes of Ana, who were confidered as confederates or allies 
of the Romans* Among thefe, he gave to Tarcondimotus a princi- 
pality in Cilicia; to Archelaus, the Lefler Armenia ; to Herod, over 

and above his own kingdom of Judxa, the principality of Zenodorus^ 

in its neighbourhood. He reftored a prince, of the name of Mithri- 

dates, to the- kingdom of Commagene', from which his father had 

been expelled j and, at the requeft of the people of Armenia, fent 

his ftcpfon Tiberius Claudius Nero, now about twenty years of age r 
with a commiflion to remove Artabazus, v then in pofleffion of that 

kingdom, and to declare Tiridates, who was ftill at Rome, to be its. 
fovereign. This revolution in Armenia however was, by the death 

of Artabazus, who fell by the hands of his own fubjefts, in part 
eftefted before the arrival of Tiberius. 

While the Emperor was thus employed in thq provinces, the ordi- 
nary fucceflion of magiftrates took place at Rome, and he himfelf 
being named Conful, together with Caius Sentius, again declined the- 
title, without recommending a fubftitute. Great animofities arofe* 
among the candidates for this honour. Agrippahad been called away 
into Gaul, upon an alarm received on the German frontier, and fronx 
thence into Spain, "to quell another revolt of the Aftures and Can- 



55 Dio. Caff. lib. liv. c. S. 



tabri. 




4*o THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 

B * tabrL In his abfence, the Cooful Sentius and the Senate, unable to 

reprefs the tumults, lent a deputation to the Emperor, who was ftill 
in .Via, to know his pleafure refpe&ing the election, and, in return, 
had a frefh proof of his magnanimity and candour in the recom- 
mendation of Lucretius, a known partizan of the republic, and one 

of thofe, who being among the profcribed, had efcaped from the 

ma fiacre. 

Auguflus, during his ftay in Syria, had accounts of the birth of 
a grandfcn Caius, the eldeft of the fons of Agrippa, by his daughter 
Julia, and had a copy of the decree, by which the Senate annexed 

c's^l^ ^ e ann ^ verlar y °f ^ s t0 ^ e days °f P u blic rejoicing. On his 

Sstrciass. way to Italy, he pafled another winter in Samos, where he received 

Yefrdfo. ^ the ambalTadors of many nations, and among thefe, an embafly from 

M.^>riilui India, attended with a numerous retinue, and charged with a variety 

A^ippa? °f preients J \ But what probably moft entertained the curious in the 

Augs:-:. qzo, wefiern world, was the exhibition of an Indian Sage or Brahmin, who 

having taken his refolution to die, was ambitions to make his exit 



in prefence of the Roman court. Being indulged in this defire, and, 
fiattered with the attendance of a numerous crowd of fpectators, 
he prepared a funeral pile, which he fet on fire, and with much 

■ 

oilentation and gravity threw himfelf into the midft of it His 
tomb was marked with the following infeription. Here lies Tar- 
mar us or TarmancchegaSy an Indian of Bargofa, who, in the manner 

ef bis country ended his days by a voluntary death s8 « In fuch actions, 

we may perceive the powerful attraction of glory, from whatever 

fort of performance it be fuppofed to arife. 



24 Among thefe, are mentioned by Strabo a fnake ten cubits long, though it appears 
from Suetonius, lib. xv. p. 719. th2t a fnake of a much greater length was exhibited in 
the public fpe&acles at Rome, £fty cubits. Sueton. in / # uguft. c. 43. 

37 Dip. Cafi". lib. liv. c. S. 10, 11. Veil. Pater, lib. ii. c. 52. 

,! Strabo, lib. xv. p. 7:0. 

When 
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When the Emperors intended return was announced at Rome, c 
•many honours were decreed to him, all of which he declined, ex- 
cept that of having an altar ere&ed on the occafion to Jupiter Redux, 
and that of having the day of his arrival inferted, under the title 
Auguftalia, among the feftivals of the kalendar. On his approach to 
the city, the magiftrates and the people prepared to go forth in pro- 
cellion to meet him ; but either from an averfion to pageantry, which 
he ever fhunned, except when neceflary to ferve fome purpofe, or 
from a defire of procuring frem encomiums of moderation, he 
made his entry in the night to avoid this compliment. On the fol- 
lowing day, he procured refolutions of the Senate and People, 
promoting Tiberius, the eldeft of the fons of Livia, to the rank of 
Prxtor, and beftowing on Drums, the younger brother, the privi- 
lege of ftanding for any of the ancient honours of the common- 
wealth five years before the legal age. He himfelf, at the fame 
time, accepted the office of Cenfor, with a new title, that of In- 
spector of Manners 3 % for five years. 

This new defignation was annexed to the titles of Auguftus, under 
pretence that fuch an authority was wanting to take cognizance of the 

diforders committed in the late canvas for the election of Confuls ; 

but, as the period was near approaching, at which he was to repeat 
the form of refigning the government, it is probable, that he chofe 
to be veiled with the character of Cemor, in order to make the ar- 
rangements preparatory to this ceremony. 

Near ten years had elapfed fince the rolls of the Senate had been 

made up, and in this interval many reafons may have occurred for re- 
moving fome of the members, and for fubftituting others. The powers 
of Cenfor, with which the Emperor was now veiled, enabled him, 



Vol. III. 



39 Prafeftus Morum. 
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without any unprecedented ftretch of authority, to effect his purpofc ; 
but, notwithftanding this circumftance, his ufual caution led him to feek 
for palliatives, and to devife means to leflen or to divide the odium 
of fo difagreeable a meafurc. He gave out, that the number of Se- 
nators was become too great, and thus provided himfelf with an ex- 
cuie for excluding many of them, without ftating any perfonal ob- 
jection. He at firft propofed to take upon himfelf only the nomina- 
tion of thirty members, and under a folemn oath, that he fhould 

name the mod worthy. Thefe thirty, under a like folemn oath, 
were directed, each, to give in a lift of five, which would have made 
up the number to one hundred and fifty. And thefe, if they had 
been agreeable to the Emperor, would have probably made the firft 
part of the roll. But as he was in many inftances difappointed and 
difpleafed with the choice that was made, he felected only thirty of 
the whole, to whom he gave the fame directions as before, each to 
name five ; but being equally diflarisfied with this new nomination, 
he took the whole on himfelf ; and alleging, that the officer who 
collected the names had made foine miftakes, and that many, who 

were thus propofed to be members of the Senate, had neceffary 
avocations in the provinces, he undertook, by his own authority, to 
reform the lift. This talk, however, he performed under fo much 
apprehenfion of danger to his perfon, that, as in the former inftance 
of the fame kind, he carried armour under his clothes, and had a 
guard of ten chofen Senators, with concealed weapons, who had 
orders not to admit above one perfon at a time to approach him 4 °. 

■ 

By his conduct in this matter, or by the fe verity of his cenfures, he 
was fuppofed to have made fo many enemies, or he himfelf at leaft 

took fuch impreflions of jealoufy and diftruft as kept him in alarm, 
and occafioned fome trials and executions, by which he propofed 



Dxo, Caff. lib. llv. c. 13, 14, 15. 
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to counteract or prevent the confpiracies which were forming c H A p * 

111 » 

againft him 4 '. 

Upon obferving how much the Emperor was alarmed, it was 
moved in the Senate, as an acknowledgment of die danger to which 
he was expofed, that the members mould take arms, and in certain 
numbers by turns pafs the night in the palace. " I am unfortunately 
« addicted to more," faid Antiftius Lubeo, who ftill poffeffed fome 
remains of the republican fpirit, " and^am afraid, that I mould be 
« an unwelcome gueft in the anti-chamber of the prince 

The period for which Auguftus had accepted the command of the u. c. 735. 
armies, and taken charge of part of the provinces being about to ex- Le ntuiul 1US 



41 >» 



pire, he repeated the form of his refignation, and was prevailed upon CiTcorne 5 ' 
to refume his trull, though but for a term of live years longer. liusLentuius, 

, Aug. iomo, 

Agrippa being now the fon-in-law of the Emperor, and the hrft in jgt&t. 44. 
his favour, as well as his neareft relation, was joined with him for 
the fame term of five years, in the character of Tribune of the 
People. 

During the preceding part of the new eftablifhment, Auguftus had 

affected to limit the exercife of his power to the military department, 
or to the provinces committed to his charge. In the city, or in civil 

affairs, he acted in the name of the Senate, or under the veil of fome 
temporary office of magiftracy. But in the period upon which he 

was now entering, he feemed to have thought himfelf fafe in af- 
fuming a more direct authority. He accordingly received from the 
Senate, an appointment of perpetual extraordinary Conful, to be pre- 
ceded in all public appearances by twelve Lictors, and in the Senate 
to have a chair of ftate placed between the ordinary Confuls of the 
year. He likewife received unlimited authority to enact laws, to the 
obfervance of which, the Senate offered to bind themfelves by oath. 



41 Sueton. in Auguft. c. 3?. 41 Dio. Cafl". lib. liv, 
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BOOK In this, he took occafion to give a proof of his moderation, by pre- 
venting the oath to be adminiftered ; but he proceeded from hence- 
forward in the exercife of his power, with fewer difguifes than he 
had formerly employed. 

Prerogatives, hitherto affumed under the name of fome ordinary 
magistracy, were committed to officers, a&ing by the appointment of 
Cse&r, and by his fole authority. Among thefe, may be numbered 
the infpe&ion of the public works ; of the highways ; the naviga- 
tion of the river; the markets 43 ; the public granaries; the preferva- 
tion of the peace, or government of the city, which was now com- 
mitted to a military Pnefed or Governor. Other new inftitutions 
were made, to remedy evils of a recent date- 

From the time of the civil wars, Italy had remained fubjecl: to 

many diforders. The inhabitants, alleging the dangers to which they 

had been expofed in their perfons and properties, continued to form 
into bands, and taking arms, under pretence of defending themfelves, 

employed thofe arms for lawlefs purpofes ; robbed, murdered, or by 
force confined to labour in their work-houfes many innocent pal- 
fen gers, whether freemen or flaves, whom they thought proper to 
queftion or violate, under the appellation of diforderly perfons. To 
remedy this evil, guards were ported at proper intervals, and' a ipe- 
cies of military patrole eftablilhed throughout the country, with 
orders to protect travellers, to infpecl the work-houfes or receptacles 

of labouring flaves, and to fupprefs all aflfociations, befides thofe of 
the ancient corporations **- 

By the lame authority Auguftus revived fome obfolete laws and 
gave inlbuclions to put them in force : fuch as the laws limiting 
expence, reftraining adulter)-, lewdnefs, and bribery, together with 



*'> Dio. CaiT. lib. liv. c. 4 * Sueton. in Odav. c. 32. 
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the laws which had been provided to ■ : :mote marriage, or to dif- 

courage celibacy. The limitation of cxpence may have had its pro- 
priety under a republic, where it is an object of ftate not to fuffer 
the citizen by his manner of living, or by his affectation of magni- 
ficence, to ruin himfelf, or to aim at diftinction above his equals ; 
but the object; of the fumptuary laws, now enforced, is not ipecialiy 
mentioned. It was probably the fame with that of the laws re- 
vived by Julius Csefar, and confequently the fame with that of the 
laws long fince obtained, under the republic, by the Tribune Lici- 
nius, and chiefly refpecting the confumption of provifions. 

In limiting the excefs of the table, Auguftus was himfelf aftriking 
example of fobriety, being extremely moderate and abftemious in the 
ufe of wine and of food 45 ; and with refpect to the other objects of 
his feverity, although he himfelf was not equally free from imputa- 
tion, he probably already experienced the neceflity of certain re- 
ftraints in his own family, and very properly thought it became him* 
in the capacity of magiftrate, every where to watch over the purity 
of domeftic manners. His zeal to recommend marriage, and to pro- • 
mote the fettlement of families, probably fuggefted the fame mea-- 

fures A \ 

The Romans, by means of the Cenfus, obtained a more regular 
account of the numbers of the People than any other nation, and 
they were exceedingly watchful of their population, even when they 
had leaft caufe to apprehend a diminution of it. They made laws to 

encourage marriage, when the advantages enjoyed by any Roman 

45 In his ordinary diet, when he wanted were done, and infixed that he mouM not 
nourilhment, he eat a little bread, wilh fo me be dilturbed in this freedom by any cere- 
dried fruit, without obferving any flated time mony of waiting for hirn, or by any trouble- 
for his meals. He ordered his table indeed fome attentions whatever. Sueton. in Otfav. 
to be regularly ferved ; but he himfelf joined c. 72, 73. 76, 77. 
the company irregularly, often after they 46 Sueton. in Oftav. c. 63. 
to'ere fet, and frequently left them before they 

citizen, 
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citizen, as father of a family, "were of themfelves a fufficient encou- 
ragement. Auguftus being to revive thofe laws, produced and read 
in the Senate a fpeech at that time, ftill extant which had been deli- 
vered by Metellus Numidicus on this fubjec~t, about a hundred years 
before the preient date. 

Even fo far back, under the republic, the decline of domeftic 
manners may have begun to be felt. Licentioufnefs and want of 
ceconomy may have already broke into the eftablilhment of Roman 

families ; dilbrders happening in the ftate of matrimony, may have 
deterred thefmgle from embracing it. But if the effect of fuch circum- 
ftances then began to appear, how much more may we fuppofe that 
the deftrucHve civil wars, which followed ; the removal of the ancient 
inhabitants of Italy, to make way for Grangers and foldiers of for- 
tune, mutt have operated to reduce the numbers of the people? 
Thefe troubles ending in military government ; the uncertainty of 

every mans condition depending on the will of a mafter; fear, 

melancholy, and dejection, felt amidft the ruins of a fallen republic, 
may have completed the accumulation of evils, and the effect may 
have fuggefted to Auguftus the necefTity of reviving the ancient 
laws of the republic for the encouragement of population ; info- 
much, that the extenfion and application of them became a prin- 
cipal object of his reign, 

Suetonius, as ufual in his manner, without regard to dates, brings 
into one view many particulars of the policy of Auguftus relatingto this 

fubject. Among thefe, it is mentioned that he augmented the rewards 
of marriage, and the penalties on celibacy 48 .— That he fometimes 

brought forward the children of his own family into the place of pub- 
lie aflembly, and exhorted the people to profit by that example ; but 
that his zeal in this matter was far from being acceptable to the People. 
That he was frecjuendy accofted in the theatres and places of public 

♦ s Dio. Caff. Kb. Hv. c. 16. 
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refort, with general cries of averfion 5 — had reprefentations from ci- c HA P. 
tizens of rank, that it was impoffible to fupport the extravagance of 
women educated in high condition, and was obliged to correct many 
of the edicts he at firft had publiftied, and to abate much of their ri- 
gour ; — that, in order to facilitate the fettlement of families, he per- 
mitted free and noble citizens to marry emancipated flaves 49 that 

the law, never helefs, was ftill eluded ; — that pretended marriages 
were contracted with children or females under age, and the com- 
pletion of courfe indefinitely deferred that to prevent fuch eva- 
sions or frauds, it was enacted that no marriage could be legally con- 
tracted with any female under ten years of age, nor the completion 
of any marriage be delayed above two years after the date of the 
fuppofed contract SI . 

As it was propofed to multiply marriages, fo it appeared Hkewife 
of confequence to render the difTolution of thofe already formed 
more difficult, and to lay divorces and reparations under proportional 
reftraints s \ Under this wretched policy it feemed to be forgotten, 
that where mankind are happy, nature has provided fufiicient induce- 
ments to marriage. The fovereign, who charged himfelf with the 
of the People, feemed to confider a ftate into which mankind are 
powerfully led, by the mod irrefiftible calls of affection, paflion and 
defire, as a kind of workhoule into which they muft be driven by 
the goad and the whip, or a prifon in which they muft be detained 
under bars and fetters of iron. The Peopkr-feemed to feel them- 

felves become the property of a mailer, who required them to mul- 
tiply, in order to increafe the number of his fubjects j and they re- 
filled this part of his adminiftration, more than any other circumftance 
of the ftate of degradation into which they were fallen. 

Auguftus, in this fecond period of his reign, while he extended U.C. 736, 

the exercife of his power, ftill endeavoured to difguife it under fome c' juiLT'' 

Silanius. 

« Dio. Caff. lib. Yiv. c. 16. '« Dio. Caff. lib. liv. c. 16. Au g- nmo, 

s « Sucton. in Oftav. c. 34. Sueton. in OOav. c. 34. JEm ' 45> 
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forms or regulations of the ancient ccnftitution. For this purpofe, 
he revived the laws againft bribery, thole againft taking fees for die 
pleading of caufe?, and the laws that were made to enforce the at- 
tendance of Senators. In thefe particulars, we cannot imagine that he 
3o far miftook the iituation into which he had brought the people, 

as to revive laws againft bribery, after there ceafed to be any free 

election ; the laws againft accepting of fees 51 for pleading of caufes, 
.:fter all the motives which formerly induced Senators to lend their 
.gratuitous protection, had ceafed to cxift s; ; the law impofmg a line 
upon members of the Senate coming too late to their plates, after the 
proceedings of the Senate, were reduced to a mere form, by which 
the Emperor enforced his own decrees 5! . In thefe inftances, then, we 
muft iuppofe that Auguftus, in the ufual {train of his policy, revived 
the laws of the republic, in order to make it be believed that the re- 
public was ftiil in exiftence. But notwithstanding" his attention, 
by thefe and other methods, to conceal the extent of his ufurpation, 
he could not elcape the penetration of his fubjects, nor even the 
animadverfion of buffoons, to whom fome degrees of freedom or of 
petulance are permitted, after they are withheld from every one elfe. 
Having banilhed a player of the name of Pylades, for a difference 
with another player of the name of Bathyllus, he afterwards, to 
pleafe the People, recalled Pylades ; and giving him fome admoni- 
tion to be upon bis good behaviour for the future ; That is a jejl % 

laid the other, for the mere that the People are accutied with wr quar- 
rels ^ the better for you *\ 

The emperor, having remained at Rome about two years after 
the commencement of the fecond period of his reign, continued, or 
began to carry on many works for the ornament, magnificence, or 

5 1 Cincia, The offender was fob. able pleader led to the higheft preferment! 
ieded ;o z f.nr. e^tal to double the fee he and honours of the ftate. 
had icce-ied. ,s Dio. CajT. lib. liv. c. iS. 

»♦ Uscer the republic, the charter si an i6 Ibid, lib, Uv. c. 17. 
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convenience of the city. To defray the expence of fuch works, he c A p - 
laid perfons, who had obtained a triumph, or any military honour, 

under a contribution of fome part of their fpoils ; and by thefe 
means, perhaps, made fome officers pay for their vanity more than 
they had taken from the enemy. He was fuppofed to be lavifh of 
military honours, which in reality began to lofe their value, or to 
change their nature, being mere badges of court favour, not, as for- 
merly, the evidence or record of fignal fervices rendered to the State, 
and fupported by the teftimony of victorious armies, arid the voice 

of the People. It may be obferved, as an evidence, how much the 
triumph was fallen in its value, that, for fome advantage gained over 
the Garamantes ", an obfcure nation on the frontier of the Roman 
province in Africa, it was beftowed on Balbus, a native of Gades 
in Spain, and but newly admitted a Roman citizen ; while it was 
declined by Agrippa, to whom it was due for his eminent fervices, 
and who confidered it as a piece of empty pegeantry, which could 
add nothing to the confideration he already enjoyed 5I . 

About this time Auguftus received an acceffion to his family by u. C. 736. 
the birth of another grandfon, of the name of Lucius, the fecond f^f* 



fon of Agrippa, by his daughter Julia j and by adopting both the 4 * 
brothers, conferred upon them the names of Caius and Lucius Csefar,. 

and, by the fame a&, publifhed the deftination of his fortunes. 

In the midft of feftivals, which were inftituted on this occafion, 
the attention of the emperor was called anew to the provinces by 
alarms which were received at once in many parts of the empire, 

Hiftorians give us a lift of particulars, exhibiting the troubles U. C. 
to which fo extenfive a territory was ftill expofed. The Com- Ahenobar- 

menii and Venones, nations inhabiting the valleys of the Alps, were neUus P Sc^£ 

The Panonii and Norifci had attacked Iftria. The Dan- Au s uft v 

1 zmo, 4itat, 



in arms. 



" Plia. lib. v. c. 6. 
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B %? K thsleti and Scordifci had invaded Macedonia, The Sauromata had 

paffed the Danube. Some cantons, both of Dalmatia and Spain, had 
revolted. The Sicambri, Ufupctes, and Tenchteri, German nations 
bordering on the Rhine, having feized on the Italian traders who 
frequented their country, in imitation of the Roman manner of pu- 
niming flaves, nailed them to the crofs, and employing this infult as 
a declaration of war, paffed the Rhine, and made a defcent upon 

Gaul. They furprifed and put to flight a party of horfe which had 

been fent by Lollius to obferre their motions. In purfuit of this 

advantage, they fell in with the main body, commanded by Lollius 
himfelf, equally unprepared to receive them, obliged him to retire 

with great lois, and with the difgrace of leaving the ftandard of one 
of the legions in the hands of his enemies 

Thefe revolts of the frontier provinces, or incurfions of barbarous 

neighbours, may be confidered as part of a war which lafted for ages, 
and terminated at laft in the ruin of die empire. The defeat of Lollius 

was indeed the firft fignal calamity which had befallen the Roman arms 
under the atifpices of the prefent emperor 60 . It was fuppofed to 
have greatly affected him, and to have caufed the refolution which 
he took to pais the Alps, and to fuperintend, in perfon, the meafures 
that were neceffary to repair this lofs. His departure from Rome, 
however, at this time, is likewife afcribed to other motives. He had 
now, for about two years, been expofed in the city to the animadver- 
sion and cenfure which a people, hull petulant though not 'free, were 
ready, on fo near a view, to beftow on his perfon and government ; 

and it was part of his policy to withdraw, at proper intervals, from the 

obfervation of fuch a People, in order to preferve that refpecl: and 
authority which too much familiarity is apt to impair. He accord- 
ingly took occafion from thefe alarms, on the weft and northern. 



'* Die. Caff. lib. liw c. 20. Veil. Pater, lib. 20. c. 97. 0 Suet, in Oftav. c. 33. 
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frontier, to.abfent himfclf from the city; and difpatched Agrippa, at c H A p - 
the fame time, into Afia, where a conteft which had arifen refpecting 
the fucceffion of the kingdom of the Bofphorus required his pre- 
fence. 

The emperor, leaving the adminiftration of affairs at Rome in the 
hands of Statilius Taurus, fet out for Gaul, accompanied by Maecenas 
and Tiberius, now in the rank of Prator, who made a part of his 
court. At his arrival in Gaul, the Peo'ple were relieved of the alarm 
they had taken on the approach of the German invaders, who, not 
being prepared to make a continued war beyond their own boun- 
daries, had repaffed the Rhine. He proceeded, therefore, to receive u. c. 735, 
the reprefentations that were made to him relating to the admini- D r ' u ft" LUS 
ftration of the province. Among thefe are mentioned complaints of ^ s C p]f 0 u t r " 
extortion on the part of the governor. This officer, though now Au s uj ^ 
bearing a Roman name, that of Licinius, was himfelf a native of 47. 
Gaul, and had been a flave in the family of Julius Casfar. Having 

become, by the bounty of his matter, a freeman and a Roman ci- 
tizen, he was afterward gradually raifed, by Auguftus himfelf, to the 
height of his prefent command, in which he committed enormous 
opprelhons. Being convicted of the crimes which were laid to his 
charge, it is faid, that the money of which he had robbed the pro- 
vince was feized, but not returned to the owners 61 . 

* 

While the Germans fled from Gaul upon the report of the em- 
peror s approach, the revolts of the Commenii and Venones, of the 
Panonii and Ligures Commati, were quelled at the fame time by 
the different officers who had been employed againft them. The 
Rheti and Vendelici, nations inhabiting the valley of Trent, having 
been long in the pra&ice of plundering the Roman traders, of 
making incurfions into Gaul, and even into Italy, were attacked foil 

41 Dio.Caff.lib.liv.c.21. 
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by Drufiis, the younger of the fons of Livia, and being forced from 
their own country, moved in a hoftile manner into the Roman pro- 
vince, where they were received by Tiberius, at the head of a 

ccmfiderable army ; and being prefled at once by both the brothers, 

were obliged to make their fubmiffion, and to fuffer the greater part 

of their men, able to carry arms, to be tranfplanted into other 

countries *\ 

The peace being thus eftabliflied on the fide of Germany, the 

■ 

emperor applied himfelf to reft ore fome cities which had gone to 
ruin in different parts of the empire, and to plant new colonies in 
Gaul and in Spain. Whether thefe were fetdements provided for the 

veterans and Emeriti, by difpoffeffing the antient inhabitants, or new 
plantations made in wafte and unappropriated lands, is uncertain. 

Suetonius informs us, that no lefs than twenty-eight different colo- 
nies were fetded in Italy, towns built, and funds allotted to defray 

i 

the expence of thefe newly eftablimed communities ; and that per- 
fons, who had rilled any office of magiftracy in thefe colonies, were 

intitled to a vote in the elections at Rome. 

Among the ads of Auguftus, during his progrefs in Gaul, are 
mentioned the effe&s of his attention to the favourite object of encou- 
raging population, with the premiums he gave, wherever he paffed, to 
fuch perfons as prefented him with numerous families of children M : 
it is mentioned, that the city of Paphos being deftroyed by an 
earthquake, he gave orders to have it rebuilt ; and, as an earneft of 

his future patronage, gave the inhabitants leave to change the name 
9 . to Augufta 64 : that he reftored to the people of Cyzicum in Bi- 
thynia, the privileges of which he himfelf had lately deprived them : 

lIus - that his orders, to re-eftablifli the king of Pontus in poffeffion of 

C1 Vicere Rhsti bella fab Alpibus. Drafam, Gerentem, etVendelici, &c. &C. Horat. 
Carm. lib. iv. Od. 4. Dio. Caff. lib. lir. c. 22. Veil. Pater, lib. ii. c. 95. 
* 3 Sceion. in Ochv. c. 46. Dio. Caff. lib. ltv. c. 23. 

the 
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the Bofphorus, which had been ufurped by a pretended defendant of chap 

Mithridates, being fuccefsfully executed by Agrippa, he received the 

report of this fervice without having it communicated to the Senate, 




firft inftance 



dtted. 



A triumph having been offered to Agrippa, on this occafion, wa» 

again declined " 

Auguftus had now palled above two years in Gaul, and- ob- U ; C. 740; 
tained the end for which he went, whether of a temporary recefs ciaS 
from Rome, or of making the neceffary provifion for the fecurity of ^£ c i ius 
the province. Leaving Drufus, the younger of the fons of Livia "to Var03, 

Auguft. 

command on the Rhine, and to continue the military fervices he had ismo, £tat 
lately begun among the Alps, he himfelf fet outon his return to Italy. 49 ' 
But, willing to avoid the crowds which ufually advanced to receive 
him on his approach to the city, he made his entry in the night. The 
Senate, however, not to lofe any opportunity of paying their court, 
ordered to be eredted, in the ufual place of their affembly, an altar, 
on which to offer a facrifice of thankfgiving for his fafe return ; and 
to fignalize the occafion by fome circumftance of a gracious nature, 
refolved, that, from this date, whatever criminal within the city 
prefented his prayer for forgivenefs to the emperor in perfon, Ihould 
obtain his pardon. Both thefe flattering decrees, prefented to him on 
the day of his arrival, he rejected. On the following day, he re- 
ceived the falutations of the People on the Palatine Hill % ordered 

the baths to be thrown open to them, and the ufual attendance at 

fuch places to be -given at his own expence. From this- ceremony 
lie proceeded to the Capitol, and going up to the ftatue of Jupiter, 

ftript the laurel from his fafces, and laid this badge of his vittory at 

the feet of the pedeftal. He then affembled the Senate ; but excufing 
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himfelf from fpeaking, on account of a hoarfenefs, he delivered a 
paper to be read by his Quxftor, containing a luminary of his late 

operations in the provinces, and fome new regulations, by which 
the army, for the future, were to be governed 6 \ 

Auguftus had gradually, fince his acceffion to the government of 
the empire, endeavoured to improve the difcipline of the legions, 
and particularly to reftore the dignity of the military character, by 
forbidding the admiffion of flaves. From this rule he never departed, 
except either upon extraordinary occafions, which required fudden 

augmentations of the army, or in recruiting particular bodies of men, 
fuch as the city- watch, appointed to guard againft fire and other dis- 
orders- And he fucceeded fo far in reftoring the difcipline, which had 

been much relaxed in times of the civil war, that he had authority 
enough, on different occafions, to difmifs, without any provifion or 
reward, all fuch as prefumed to make any demands in a mutinous 
manner. He had intirely difbanded the tenth legion for mutiny, 
In urging the duties of the fervice, he generally decimated fuch bodies 
of men as gave way before an enemy, and punilhed with death the 

defertion of a poft, whether in officers or private men. Lefs offences 
he punilhed with fome fpecies of ignominy or difgrace, as, by obliging 
the offender to {land a whole day unarmed before the general's tent, 
with fome mark or badge of difgrace fg . 

By the regulations now prefented to the Senate for their appro- 
bation, the term of military fervice was fixed, if in the Praetorian 
bands, at twelve rears ; if in the legions, at fixteen years. After 
this term, it was admitted that a foldier might claim his difcharge. 

It had been the practice in the courfe of the late civil wars to gratify 
the veterans, at their difmiffion, with grants of land ; a practice 
which taught the armies to covet the poffeffions of their fellow-citi- 



a Dio. CruT. lib. liv. c.25. 
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zens, and to feek for pretences againft them, which, in reality, ren- c H A p - 

dered that fpecies of property extremely infecure. But Auguftus now < r— ' 

thought himfelf poffeffed of a fufficient autliority to reform this 
abufe, and to fubftitute, for thefe grants of land, a gratuity in money 70 . 
By publifhiug his regulation on this fuhjed, he greatly quieted the 
fears and apprehenfions under which the pacific inhabitants laboured 
in different parts of the empire. 

The utmoft efforts of the emperor were likewife required, on the 
prcfent occafion, to preferve the mafk under which he wifhed to 
conduct his government. The Senate, though maintained in all its 
formalities, was obferved to have no power, and began to be defert- 
ed. The civil offices were fhunned as a burden, or as a confpicuous 
fervitude. Many families of Senators were gone to decay, and 
thofe who were called in to fupply their places, either had not, or 
denied that they had the legal qualification. The titles of magiftracy 
continued for fome time to be coveted, on account of the rank which 
they were fuppofed to bellow ; but the frequency and proftitution of ■ 
fuch honours now rendered them contemptible 11 ; and, in fome 
degree, already an object of that ridicule which is fo well expreffed by 
the Satyrift in writings of a later date ? \ 

To relieve Senators, in part, of the burdens which they alone were 

hitherto appointed to bear, the emperor, while yet in Gaul, gave di- 
rections that the ten judges, who decided in all queflions relating to 
public fales and confifcations, the three infpeftors of the coin the 
officers who had charge of public executions 7 % and the wardens of 



70 Dio. Caff, lib. liv. c. 2 S . 

" Ibid. lib. liv. c. 30. 
72 Perpetuo rifu, pulmonem agitare fo- 
lebat 

Democritus, quanquam non eflent ur« 
bibua illis, 
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the fceets and highways y , mould all, for the future, be taken from 
the Equeftrian order. It was now the practice to decline, not 
only fervile or burthenfome offices of this fort, but likewife what 
had been the higheft ftations under the republic ; and it became 

i 

neceiTary to force the acceptance of them under a&ual penalties. At 
firft, all who had been Quseftors, if ftili under forty years of age, 
were draughted by lot for the fuperior offices 16 ; all likewife who had 
been Qusftors, and who were poffefTed of the legal eftate, if not above 
thirty years of age, were obliged to enrol in the Senate. 

From this forced enrolment or promotion, however, which may 
be confidered as a general prefs for Senators and officers of State, 
were excluded all fuch as had any bodily deformity or blemifli, or 
who wanted the legal eftate. In afcertaining the fortunes of Senators 
the parties themfelves were examined, and other evidence was brought 
to inveftigate the truth. Such as appeared to have made any dimi- 



paternal 



own 



life 77 . 



In the fequel of thefe meafures, which were intended to preferve 
the appearance of a commonwealth, and to fupport the formalities of a 

civil inltitution, it is probable, although not mentioned by any of the 
hiftorians, that Auguftus accepted of a prolongation of his power for 
other five years " ; and again affumed Agrippa with himfelf into the 
office of Tribune for the fame term. The ceremony of this refig- 
nation became, by degrees, a matter of form, and his refumption of 
the empire was made known by fports and entertainments, which 
rendered the occafion extremely agreeable to the People. 

75 Viginti Viri. ^ his having accepted of it for five years, are 

75 Dio. Caff, lib. liv. c. 26: mentioned ; and again, it is mentioned, 

77 Ibid. about his twentieth year, or five years after 

71 His having accepted the empire for ten this date, that he accepted of it for ten years 
years, and, at the expiration of this period, more. 

At 
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At this time a theatre, which had been begun by Marcellus, was 
fmifhed, and opened with great folemnity. A proceflion of noble 
youth was led by Caius the fon of Agrippa, and adoptive fon 
of the emperor.. Six hundred African wild beafts were baited in 

* 

the Circus, and among them a tyger, it being the firft time that this 
animal made its appearance at Rome 19 . 

In continuation of thefe entertainments, Julus, the fon of An- 
tony, being Prator, celebrated the birth-day of Auguftus with the 
moft expenfive fhews, and in his public character entertained the Se- 
nate, together with the emperor himfelf, at a feaft in the Capitol lo . 

Tiberius, at the fame time, in performance of a vow which he had 
made for the emperor's fafe return from his lait excurfion to the pro- 
vinces, gave fplendid entertainments. Having introduced Caius 
Csefar, the eldeft of the emperors adoptive fons, and placed him by 
himfelf in the Praetor's chair at the theatre, he was received by the 

People with fhouts of applaufe. 

The emperor, however, gave figns of dilpleafure. " Such pre- 

" mature honours," he faid, " could only ferve to infpire the mind 



CHAP. 

in. 



" of a young man with prefumption and pride B \" 
About this time died the famous Triumvir M. iEmilius Lepidus, U. c. 740. 

• . Auguit. 

formerly the aflbciate or the tool of Octavius and Antony, in the ex- j 5 mo, jEtat. 

ccution of their defigns againft the republic. While he was fubfervient 49 ' 

to the intereft of thefe competitors, he was allowed, in appearance, 

to hold a third part of the empire ; but being unsupported by any 

real abilities or perfonal authority, he ceafed to be of any confequence 

the moment he prefumed to att for himfelf, and was too inconfider- 

able, even to be an object of refentment to thofe he had injured. 

Auguftus had fuffered this fallen rival to remain, during his life, 
in the dignity of Pontiff, and, by keeping him in public view, de- 

79 PJin. lib. viii. c. 17. 10 Dio. Caff. lib. Jiv. c. 25, 26. 81 Ibid. c. 27. 
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B o o L prived him of the confolation even of being forgotten 5 \ The emperor, 

though himfelf defirous to hold this facred character, and frequently 

prefled, by his flatterers, to fupplant Lepidus, was too cautious to violate 
any fuppofed religious infiitution, and too politic to trifle with ac- 
knowledged rights, of which he meant, on occafion, to avail himfelf. 
But upon the death of Lepidus, he did not neglect to affume the only 



dignity which was wanting to complete the accumulation of prero- 
gatives united in his own perfon. 

Agrippa had returned to Rome, about the fame time, with the 
emperor; but foon had occafion again to depart from Italy, being fent 

V. c. -41. to quell a rebellion that broke out in Panonia. Upon his arrival in 

M. Valerias 

Bsri^rc-s this country, fading the natives already fubdued by the fear of his ap- 

?. Sclplcios, 

Onulian in 
mag. xnort. 
C. Vagias 
abdicavit, 
C. Caniniur. 



proach, he accepted of their fubmiflion ; and though ftill in the depth 
of winter* fet out oa his return to Rome. After he had repaffed the 
feas, on his way through Campania, he was taken dangeroufly ill, 

Auguftus received the accounts of his danger, while he was exhibit- 
i6ac, Sazu Jng fports to the People in the name of his two fons, Caius and Lu- 

dus, and left the city immediately to attend his friend ; hut came too 
late, and after he expired.. 
This great man appears to have been worthy of the beft times of 

the republic. He had magnanimity enough to have relied on his 
perfonal qualities alone for confideration and honour, and was fit to 

have been a citizen of Rome in its happieft age ; but from the nc- 
ceflity of the times, and the principles of fidelity to the friend who 
milled him, he became a principal fupport of the monarchy. His 

great abilities being employed to maintain the government and autho- 
rity of the prince, and his credit with the prince employed in acts of 

julHce and moderation to the People, he was neither an object of 
jealoufy to the one, nor of envy to The other. 



81 Dio. C& lib. li*. c. 15 
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It was a fingular inftance of good fortune to have found fuch an 

officer, and a mark of underftanding and fteadincfs, without jealoufy, 
and without wavering, to have perfevered in the choice. In this, 
and in fome other inftances, Auguftus mowed that his talent was not 
mere cunning, but a principle of able conduft, which is tried in 
nothing more than in the choice and employment of proper men. He 
raifed Agrippa, though not a flatterer, from a low condition, to 
command his forces, to prefide in his councils, and, laft of all, by 
the marriage of his daughter, to the higheft place in his own fa- 

- 

mily. 

At the funeral of his friend, the emperor took upon himfelf the 
office of principal mourner, accompanied the corps from Campania to 
Rome ; and having it brought into the Forum, pronounced the fu- 
neral oration, having, while he fpoke, a fcreen placed between him- 
felf and the dead body. In order to confirm and to encreafe the 

regard that was paid to the memory of the deceafed, he not only 
ratified that part of the will, by which Agrippa bequeathed his gar- 
dens and his baths to the .public, but in his name alfo made further 
additions to the legacy. 

Julia, at the death of her hufband, was again pregnant, and bore 

a third fon, who, from the family of his father, and the circum- 
ftanc^s of his birth, was known by the name of* Agrippa Poft- 
humus 9 \ 

,J Dio. Caff, lib. Kir, c.28, 29. 

r 
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Marriage of Julia with Tiberius. Death of Drtifus. Death (f 

Macenas. Dif grace of Julia. War in Panonia. Roman 

Legions cut off in Germany. Tiberius affociated in the Empire. 

-Death of Auguflus. 

* 

BOOK Hp H E death of Agrippa made way for Tiberius Claudius Nero, 
^ l [ , A then about twenty-eight years of age, into a higher place than 

Acg^l' 21, yet held in the family and confidence of the emperor. 

i6mo, Am. Odavius had received this young man in the arms of his mother 

Livia, had obferved the progrefs of his childhood and youth, and 
had given him no diftinguifhed place in his favour during the lives of 
Marcellus or Agrippa, to whom he had fucceffively married his 
daughter: but being deprived of both thefe fupports, and his 
adopted children, Caius and Lucius being yet of tender age, he was 

led to receive Tiberius as a relation, the neareftto fupply the place of 
thofe he had loft. 

Livia, by whole arts the emperor now began to be governed, was, 
according to the report of hiftorians, and, as we may infer from her 

own conduct, perfe&iy formed to the mind of her hufband. In all 

matters, not only of bufinefs, whether private or public, but even in 
thofe affairs in which the fexes are leaft patient of each others fail- 
ings, fhe preferved or affected the mod implicit fubmiffion to his will. 
She is iaid, not only to have connived at his infidelities, but as often 
as he was inclined to diverfify his pleafures, even to have employed 
her fagacity and her knowledge of his choice in procuring him the 
means of indulging his fancy. Herfelf, the dupe of no paffion which 
was likely to millead her, flie never loft an opportunity to advance her 
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family, nor rifked the mifcarriage of her purpofe, by haftening impro- 
perly the means of obtaining it. Favoured by the death of Agrippa, 
and the mincriry of the young Casfars, flie eafily, without feeming 
to entertain any improper views for her fon, procured his advance- 
ment. He was at firft received by the emperor as a temporary aid in 
the government, and afterwards as a perfon fit to become the third 
hulband of Julia ; and by this connection to occupy a rank in his 
family, which had been hitherto confidered as the neareft to his own, 
Tiberius, at the time that this refolution was taken in his favour, 
was already a hufband and a father, having been married to Vip- 
fania, the daughter of Agrippa, by whom he had a fon named Drufus. 
He is faid to have parted, with great reluctance, from Vipfania, 

then a fecond time pregnant, in order to make way for Julia, by 

whom he was to hold the fecond place in the empire. 

Aiiguftus had hitherto diftinguiflied, by the marriage of his daughter, 
the perfon whom he meant to point out as his fucceflbr ; but, his fa- 
mily being now become numerous, it does not appear that he had any 
thoughts of giving to this new fon-in-law precedence of his adopted 
children, Caius and Lucius, who, bearing the name of Csefar, already 

precluded any competition for rank in the empire \ This third mar- 
riage of Julia, he probably intended for a purpofe, which it did not 
by any means ferve, that of reftraining the diforders to which this 

unhappy perfon was inclined. 

Tiberius had begun his military fervices with fome diftin&ion in 
Gaul, and now coming into the place of Agrippa, was fent to reprefs 
a rebellion, which, upon the report of that officer's death, had again 
broke out in Panonia, Having fucceeded in this fervice, he gave 
orders, that the youth of the vanquifhed nation ftiould be fold into 

flavery, and that the buyer fliould come under an obligation totranf- 
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port rhern far from their native country ; a cruel action, but not to 
be imputed merely to the perfonal character of this young man, as 

it did net exceed what was frequent in the hiftory of the Romans. 
Upon this occafion Tiberius had the honour of a triumph conferred 

by the Senate ; but by the emperor s directions, while he accepted of 

the triumphal robes, he declined to enter the city in proceffion \ 

About the fame time Drufus, the younger brother of Tiberius, 
then ftationed on the Rhine, had repulfed a body of Germans, 
palled the river in purfuit of them, and laid walle the contiguous 
country of the Sicambri and Ufipetes, which, lying between the 
Lippe and the Iffel, is now the bifhopric of Munfter, or the province 
of Zutphen. Having embarked his army, he fell down the Iffel to 

the marihy lands inhabited by the Frifii and Chauci, probably what 
are now the provinces of Friefland and Groningen, arrived without 

refiftance at the fea, where the tides, to which his Italian mariners 
were unaccuftomed, leaving them fometimes aihore, and almoft out 

of fight of the fea, at other times threatening to overflow all the lands 
in their view, gave them at firft confiderable trouble ; but having 
learned t© accommodate themfelves to this alternate flux and reflux 
of the waters, they took the benefit of the floods to re-afcend the 
river, and returned to their ftation on the frontiers of Gaul. 

Drufus, having thus explored the coafts of the northern ocean, fet 
■out for Italy ; and, though already veiled with the dignity of Praetor, 
was made to accept of an inferior rank in the office of JEdile ; pro- 
bably to fet an example, enconraging others to comply with the 
forms of the republic which were ftili kept up ; but whiGh were at 
this time very much negle&ed by perfons of rank \ 

As the Roman armies had now, for fome time, ceafed to make 
oSenfive war. Many of the barbarous nations took courage from 
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tfiis circumftance, and began to harafs the provinces in their neigh- 
bourhood, paffed the Rhine and the Danube in frequent incurfions 
and laid wafte the frontiers of Gaul, Fanonia and Thrace; inforauch, 
that it appeared neceffary, for the fecurity of thefe provinces, to 

attack the enemy, and to furnifh them fufficient occupation in the de- 
fence of their own country. 

In the fpring of the following year, Drufus. accordingly having U.C. 724. 
returned to his command on the frontiers of Gaul, pa fled the Rhine, Tubero, 
over-ran the territory of the Chatti \ and penetrated to the Wefer. bius Max. " 
In thefe operations, although the emperor s object, on this and every Auguft. 
other fervice, was merely defenfive, it appeared neceffary, not only ^™ 0 ' JExzu 
to occupy both banks of the Rhine; but likewife to have fortified 

ftations on the Lippe, . from which to obferve the Germans in their 
future preparations to pafs the river for the purpofe of invading Gaul. 

Drufus, for his fervices in this campaign, was faluted by the 
army, as had been cuftomary in the times of the republic, with the 
title of Imperator ; but this defignation having been, , for fome time, 

appropriated to the fovereign as head of the armies of the empire, 
was now, by him,, refufed to Drufus. The title of Proconful, with 
the triumphal robes, were decreed to him inftead of the other. On 
his return to Gaul, the Germans laid an ambufcade on the route by 
which he was to pafs, and threatened his army with imminent danger ; 
but loft the advantage of the difpofition they had made, by difcover- 
ing their pofture too foon, and by giving the Romans an opportunity 
to extricate themfelves by a vigorous attack, in which' they gained a 
decifive vi&ory. 

Upon the news of this event, which feemed to- remove, /or fome 
time, the profpe<£ of any further trouble on the fide of Germany, it 
was prop ofed, once more, to Ihut the gates of Janus s . But an ir- 
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£ ruption of the Dad, who paffed the Danube on the ice, together 

with inroads made by the Thracians into Macedonia, and frefh in- 

furrecHons in Daimatia, ftill kept the empire in a ftate of war. 
Lucius Pifo, formerly governor of Pamphilia, was employed in 

repreffing the attempts of the Thracians ; and Tiberius, in reducing 

the Dalmatians 6 . The laft of thefe territories, which, in the gene- 
ral partition of the empire, had been committed to the Senate, was 
now, on account of its frequent revolts, taken under the immediate 
infpe&iou of the emperor. 

While thefe operations took place, under the officers whom the 
emperor employed in the provinces, he himfelf remained at Rome ; 
and the few circumftances which are mentioned, relating to affairs of 

State in the capital, are chara&eriftic of the times, but not otherwifc 
interesting or important. 

The emperor himfelf, in his capacity of infpedcor of manners, took 

an account of the People, paying the higheft regard to the diftinc- 
tions of Senator and Knight, and to the honours which were con- 
fHtuted by tides of office, as thofe of Prator and Conful. But thefe 
names of diftindrion, which he affected to preferve, having no real 
confideration or power annexed to them, only ferved to remind the 

People of dignities which no longer exifted. 

The Senate itfelf, though filled with perfons who bore the titles 
of Pratorian and Confular, and though, with affected refpecl, ftill pre- 
ferved among the ruins of the commonwealth, being deprived of its 
antient foundations, underwent a continual decay : and the honours 
to which citizens had formerly afpired, with fo much ardour, were 
now neglected or fhunned with difdain. The wealthy, fearing more 
. the burdens to which they might be expofed, on the fuppofition of 
poffeffing great riches, than coveting the honours to which the quail- 

6 Dio. Caff. lib. llv. c. 34. Veil. Pater, lib. ii. c. 98- 
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flcation of Senator, intitled them, came to the mutters with reluo 
tance, and even concealed their effects. 

To counteract this difpofition, and to fet an example of public 
duty, the emperor made a fair return of his own patrimonial eftate, 
and, as far as was confiftent with his fovereignty, endeavoured to 
raife the value of fubordinate ranks, admitted members into the 
Senate with lower qualifications than formerly; diminilhed the 
quorum^ or number that was hitherto required to conftitute a legal 
affembly ; and, affecting great refpeft for the proceedings of the 
Senate, ordered their journals to be regularly kept ; and gave this- 
matter in particular charge to the Quajftors. 

In other refpects, the fervility of the times feemed to outrun the 
exactions of the fovereign. Some of the courtiers, in their defire 
to flatter, and others, under the fear of being fufpedted of difaf- 
feftion, began the practice of contributing fums of money to erect 
ftatues to the emperor ; and he himfelf, in confequence of fome 
dream, or directed by fome fpecies of fuperftition, made it a practice, 
on certain days,; to afk, as in charity, from all who came in his- way,- 
lome fmall pieces of money \ As he was in his temper fufficiently- 
liberal, neither of. thefe practices brought him under any imputation 

of rapacity. What was contributed to erect ftatues for hipifelf he em- 
ployed in multiplying thofe of the gods, particularly in erecting the 
allegorical images of Safety, Concord, and Peace. What he received 

m 

as a charity was returned twofold. • . 

The republican honours, though much faded on every other brow, 
fall bore a considerable luftre among the , emperor's titles, made a 
part of his ftate, and an engine of his power. Thofe of the priefl- 
hood, in particular, equally fuited to every conftitution of govern- 
ment, were .eafily brought in aid of his military power. For this 

i 

■ % 

7 Sueton. in Vit. Auguft._c.91. , . 
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B OOX reafon the tide of Flam en Dialis, or Pried of Jupiter, was now added 

to the other dignities of the fame kind which the emperor had recently 
affumed. It being deemed ominous, and prefacing the greateft ca- 
lamities, if a Eamen Dialis fhotdd die in office, this- dignity formed 
an additional guard to the emperor's perfon. It had been vacant 
about feventy years from the demife of Merula, who being Conful 
when Cinna forced his way into the city, and feeing no means of 

* 

efcane. in order to avert from his country the fuppofed evils which 



priefihood 



ftripped the lacred 



own 



blood. 



This ceremony, it was fuppofed, had averted the evils to which- 
the republic, to expiate the death of this facred perfoa, would have 
been otherwife expofed, and the priefihood ; had, from reve- 



ace to this illuftrious martyr, been fuffered to remain vacant tii 

perfon could be found that was worthy to fucceed him 5 a con 



ditiftn which was now fuppofed to be fulfilled 



Auguftus. 



¥. C. 743. About this date died O&avia, the widow of MarceHus and o£ 

J r. I? as An to- . - , _ 

aias Afti- Mark Antony. Her obfequies being performed with great pomp. 



Q^Fabius the emperor himfelf pronounced the funeral oration, having 
A^smo, to"* 1 rf AgPPFt t0 tide the body from his view. 



&hl 52 



Soon after this event, notwithftanding there was no recent 
alarm from the enemy on the Rhine, the emperor thought proper to 
change the place of his refidence from Italy to the north of the Alps* 
Under pretence cf obferving the ftorma which ftill threatened the 
province ef Gaul from the barbarous nations in its frontier, he took 
his ftation for the campaign at the confluence of the Soane and the 
Rhone, and from thence gave his inilruccions to the two brothers, 

Tiberius and Drufus, to whom the war was committed on the Save 

I and 
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theRhin 



fervices entrufted 0 H A 

IV, 

from thence ac- 




companied 



paid to him for the fuccefs of his arms. 



relumed their commands 

4 

refidence on the Rhone 



Drufus pafled the Rhine, over-rai 



country 



Q^Fabius 
Maximus. 



penetrated to the Elbe, where he ere&ed fome trophies, and Jeft „ „ 
fame monuments of : the progrefs he had made 5 :but on the approach 
of winter, being obliged to .retire, he was taken ill on the march 
and died. 

Tiberius, who had been fent by the emperor on the firft .news of 
his brother's illnefs, came in time to fee him expire. The funeral 



march 



the 



officers 



rank. From the Rhine it was conveyed on the ihoulders of the 
principal inhabitants, who received it on the confines of their re- 

fpedive diftrifts, and bore it to the next. Auguftus himfelf, on the 
occafion, repaired to Rome ; but being then in a military character, 



military 



mi 



iffion, and not per- 



aihes 



mitted, by the ancient forms of the republic, to enter the city, he 
fpoke a funeral oration in the Circus Flaminius, which was without 
the walls. Tiberius followed the corpfe to the forum, and delivered 
another oration there. The obfequies were performed by perfons of 
the equeftrian and fenatorian rank. Th< 

tomb of Auguftus. 

The title of Germanicus having been conferred on Drufus, it re- 
mained in his family. He had iffue two fons and a daughter ; the 
eldeft known by the name of Germanicus Csefar, the younger by 
the name of Claudius, long negle&ed on account of his imbecility 

* 
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and 
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b oo S a nd the daughter Livilla, hereafter to be mentioned as the wife of 

fucceffive hufoands. 

Tiberius, foon after the funeral of his brother, entered the city in 
proceffion, to celebrate the fuccefs of his arms in Dahnatia. He 
gave a public feaft to the people ; and as in this entertainment only 
one of the fexes could partake, Livia and Julia were allowed to en- 
tertain the other. - 

The influence of Livia, and the elevation of her family, notwith- 

fknding the hopes that were entertained of Caius and Lucius Caefar, 

were now apparent, and procured her flattering decrees from the 
Senate, that were offered in confolation for the lofs of her fon. Her 

ftatue was erecled at the public expence, and me herfelf was vefted 
with the privilege, reckoned fo highly honourable at Rome x that of 
being the parent of three children \ 

In the beginning of the following year Auguftus again entered 
the city m a kind of triumphal proceffion, carrying his laurel to the 
temple of Jupiter Ferretrius, inftead of that of Jupiter CapitoKmw. 
But he made no rejoicings, alleging, that he had fuffered "more by 
the death of Drufus than he had gained by the fuccefs of his arms. 
The Confuls, however, took charge of the folemnities ufual on fuch 
occafions, and among the public mows brought forth fome captives, 
whom they obliged, for the entertainment of the People, to fight in 
the theatre *. 

The period for which Auguftus, at his laft pretended refignatlon, 
had confented to accept of the government, being expired, he affected 
a purpofe, as formerly, to refign the empire ; and was again pre- 
vailed upon to refume it fox ten years more. The decline of the 
civil eftablifliment, of which he frill wiflied to preferve the appear- 
ances, occupied his principal attention. The Senate, as has been ob- 



U. C. 74v 
C. Marcus 
Cecforina*, 
C. Aitoiui 

Aug. 2C220J 
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ferved, underwent a continual degradation, and its aflemblies were 
neglected. The members excufed their neglect, by pretending, that 
the times of meeting being irregular, they had no proper intimation 

to attend ; and that they were frequently engaged in trials and other 
public bufinefs when the Senate was called. 

To obviate fuch excufes for the future, the emperor appointed or- 
dinary aflemblies of the Senate on particular days of each month, 
and ordered that thofe days mould be kept clear of trials, or any other 
public bufinefs whatever, that might occupy the members* Having 
formerly reduced the number that was required to conftitute a legal 
meeting, from four hundred to three hundred, he now directed, that 
in matters of lefs moment, even fewer might conftitute fuch meet- 
ings, and that in fixing the quorum on any particular occafion, re- 
mould be had to the importance of the bufinefs before them ; 

that even without requiring the prefence of any determinate number, 
the Senate might form refolutions which, though not accom- 
panied with the force of laws, mould neverthelefs be deemed of great 

authority. He, at the fame, ordered a lift of the members to be 
publifhed; increafed the fine ufually paid for abfence,. and, to faci- 
litate the ordinary courfe of their proceedings, extended to the 
Prsetors the privilege of making motions,, which had been hitherto 
confined to the Confuls or to himfelf, 

Thefe feveral refolutions, before they pafied into laws, were ported 
up in the Senate-houfe, and every perfon was invited to offer his 
obfervations and corrections 9 .. 

About the fame time are dated other regulations afcribed to 
Auguftus, of which fome related to- the conduct: of elections, and 

others to that of criminal trials.. As to the firft, although every office 
was filled by his own nomination, he afFe&ed to preferve the antient 

• Dion. Caff. lib. Iv. c. 3, 4, 

forms. £ 

J 
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forms ; and, in order to .give fome appearance of reality to the -right 

of election, which he affeded to leave -with the People, he prefcribed 
rules, which were to be obferved in the manner of collecting the 

votes, and in reftraiaing corruption. Among thefe it is mentioned, 
that he ordered, as foon as any candidate had declared himfelf, he fhould 
depofit a certain fum of money, to be forfeited in cafe he were de- 

te&ed in procuring any fuffrage by corrupt means* 

M 

In refpe'd to criminal trials, as the fubjeft was more ferious, the 
regulations now made by the emperor were of more effect. In this 
matter he wiihed to fet afide the forms of the republic, though by 
evafion, rather than by a formal repeal. 

So long as the People were fovereigns of the commonwealth, it 

* * 

was part of the feairity which, in their collective capacity, they pro- 

* 

vided For themfelves, as individuals amenable to the laws, that no Jlavc 
esuld ic tortured to give -evidence againjl bis majler. As this law, in 

the prefent ftate of the government, might obftruft profecutions that 
were inftituted even for the emperor's fafety, it was thought ne- 
cefTary to find fome expedient by which to elude its force. For this 

purpofe it was enacted, that fuch flaves as might be wanted in evi- 
dence againft their matters fhould be conveyed by a formal procefs 

of fale to the emperor, and that, being in his pofleffion, they might 

be put to the queftion, or cited as witnelTes, even againft their former 

mailers. 

This a& is by Tacitus imputed to Tiberius, and in either emperor 
was confidered as a dreadful innovation ,0 . But the confideration of 

the emperor s fafety was fuppofed to be a fufHcient excufe for any 
deviation that was made from the forms of the republic. 

In whatever degree the prefent emperor employed, in defence of 
his peribn, the feverity of criminal profecutions, and the fear of the 



Tacit. An si 



executioner, 
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executioner, he appears to have relied for his fefety more on the 
difguifes under which he concealed" his ufurpation, and on the 
moderation and the popularity of his manners. By the refpecl 

which he affected to pay to the Senate and officers of State, he held 
up the forms of the republic as a kind of fijield between himfelf and 

the zealot* of the republican government. He endeavoured to gain 
the People by his affability, and frequently bore with familiarities 
from perfons of the loweft condition. As an example of the temper 
with which he endured the faucy or petulant remains of military or 
republican freedom it is mentioned, that being called upon to a& 
as counfel in behalf of a foldier who was to be tried for fome crime, 
and having, under pretence of fome other engagement, named a 
friend to undertake the caufe : This, faid the foldier, is not a proper 
return to me. In your danger I did not employ a fubflitute^ but inter pofed 

rnyfelf He received with feeming indifference the reports of fpies 
and informers. To a perfon of this character, who accufed iimilius. 
JElhnus of having frequently traduced him \ Prove me this, faid he* 
and I will Jhow JEIianus^ that I too in my turn can find faults- in bis 
character. Tiberius having once written him a warm letter, with a 
complaint of the fame kind* he bid him beware of the heats of 
youth. It is enough^ he faid, that we can binder people from doing us 
any harm 11 ; we may allow them to fay what they pleafe,. Yet in this 
he did not ad from contempt of the public opinion ; for ia fome. 
inftances he even condefcended to anfwer accufations that were pub- 
lifhed againft his private or public character ,3 . His difcrerion and: 
prudence prevented the occafions of much jealoufy and refentment \ 
and, in many parts of his reign, imitated the effe&s of generofity 
and elevation of mind* if they did not amount to the leal poffefiion* 
cf thefe chara&ers*. 

'» Dio. Caff. lib. Iy, c 4. Suetoa. in Auguft. c. 56. * Ibid. 

Aueuftu&- 
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Auguftus having paffed the winter at Rome, returned in the fpring 
to his former ftation in Gaul, accompanied by Caius, the elder of 
his adopted fons, whom he now propofed to introduce to the military 

iervice ; and by Tiberius, who, notwithftandiag the rife of a new light 

in the perfon of the young Caefar, who threatened to obfcure his 
Juftre, continued to receive frefh marks of the emperor's favour, and 
was confidered as a principal fupport of his government. Being 

placed at the head of the army on the Rhine, he had charge of the 

war which had lately been committed to Drufus, his younger brother. 
But few particulars are mentioned of the campaign which followed 
in that quarter. He is accufed, in one inftance, of having violated 
the public faith, by having feized as prifoners, and fent in chains 
to different parts of the Roman provinces, the deputies of fome Ger- 
man nations, who came in a public capacity to treat of .peace 5 and 

of having laid wade the country in the neighbourhood of his 
province. 

The Germans, however, were probably rather incenfed than 
fubdued by thefe meafures. Their deputies, who had been made 
prifoners, that they might not be employed againft their own nations 
as hoftages, put themfelves to death ; and their countrymen retained 
the moll vehement purpofe of revenge. But whatever may have 

been the reiult, it is mentioned, that Auguftus received from the 
army the title of Imperator, and gave this title likewife to Tiberius ; 

that he put him in nomination for Conful on the following year, and, 
at their return to Rome, permitted him to make his entry into the 
city in triumph, while he himfelf declined the honour. 

Soon after the emperor s arrival in Italy, he fuffered a great lofs 
by the death of Maecenas. This event made a breach in the civil 
department of his affairs, not lefs than that which the death of 

Agrippa had made in the military. The predilection of this minifter 

2 for 
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for learning, and the intimacy in which he lived with perfons of the 
bell and moft elegant accompltfhments, who were recommended to 
him merely by their merit, has made his name proverbial among 

thofe of the patrons of letters. His inclination in this matter, if it 

did not form the tafte of his mafter, happily concurred with it, and 
brought him acquainted with thofe elegant productions of genius 
which occupy the affections, as well as the fancy"; and which, in a 

fituation otherwife likely to inftill pride, jealoufy, and diftruft of 
mankind, ferved at once as an antidote to thefe evils, and opened 
the way to better difpofitions. Maecenas had ferved his prince 
with great fidelity, and, if not infenfible to perfonal ambition, 
was at leaft fatisfied with the elevation he had gained in the 
confidence of his prince. He retained the equeftrian rank to 
which he was born, without endeavouring to accumulate the pre- 
ferments or titles which were fo much an object of ambition in 
the earlier part of this reign, and fo eafy an acquifition in the latter 
part of it It is obferved, however, that he experienced, as is 
common, fome viciffitude in his mailer's temper, and outlived 
the high meafure of favour which he enjoyed, but without any in- 
terruption of his duty. As he lived, when moft in favour, without 
any public envy, foheefcaped every public infultwhen fuppofed in 
difgrace. While he prefented the Emperor with a continual model of 
elegance, ingenuity, and good temper, he took the liberty to check 
his paffions, and ferved him no lefs by the lincerity of his fpeech, 
than by the ability of his conduct. An inftance of the freedom he 

* 

took is mentioned on occafion of a trial in which Auguftus himfelf, 
according to cuftom, fat in judgment on fome criminals of State. 
Maecenas obferving him agitated with paflion, and likely to pro- 
nounce fome precipitant or cruel fentence, and being hindered by 

\ 

4 

13 Tacit. Annal. lib. ill. c. 30. 
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the crowd from reaching his car, handed a billet to him, which con- 
tained no more than two words, which may be tranflated into this 
homely expreffion, hangman, begone 14 / The ad monition, however, 

had its effeft, and the emperor adjourned the court. 

The minifter left his whole eftate, as was the fafliion of the age, 
to the emperors dilpofal 15 . 

" By thefe fucceflive diminutions of the lift of confidents, on whom 
Auguftus relied for the adminiftration of his government, the influ- 
ence of Livia, and the fortunes of her fon Tiberius, received a con- 
tinual advancement. The latter, after he had refumed the military 

* 

habit, in his capacity of commander of the armies on the Rhine, 

* 

being to enter on the office of Conful, was received by the Senate 
in the Curia O&avia, beyond the walls of the city. In his addrefc 
to this afTembly he fpoke of the public works which he propofed to 

eredt Among thefe a Temple of Concord, to be infcribed with his 
own name, joined with that of his brother ; and of another temple,, to 
be dedicated by himfelf, in conjundion with his mother Livia. He 
gave, in her name and in his own, upon this occafion, fplendid en- 
tertainments to the Senate, and to perfons of diftin&ion of both fexes. 
Having vowed an exhibition of public mows for the fafe return 
of the emperor from his laft campaign,, he made all the neceflary 
provifion for the performance of his vow ; but being obliged to 
fet out for the army, he trufted the difcharge of this duty with Pifo, 
his colleague in the Confulate, and with Caius, the eldeft of the 
emperor's fons. 

This folemnity received a great addition from the fports and en- 
tertainments which were given at the fame time by the emperor 

«* Scttc, Cara'rs.T. That of Virgil ended about ten years before. 

»> The f2nie year in which Miecenas died Dio. Caff, lib. lv. c. 7. 
put 2 period likeaife to the life of Horace. 

9 himfelf, 
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himfelf, to celebrate the memory of Agrippa, at the opening of c HA P. 
the portico, of the hall, and of the pleafure-grounds which had been 
bequeathed by that officer to the Roman People 11 . Gladiators were 
exhibited at firft in fimple pairs, afterwards in numerous parties, that 
fought as' in real battles. Such was the ferocity of the Romans in 
the choice of amufcments, even after the character of the people 
ceal'ed to be military, and when the public entertainments, formerly 
perhaps in part intended as nurferies for ibldiers, had no longer any 
other object than that of miniftering to their pleafure. 

The Csefars, Caius and Lucius, though yet too young for bufinefs 
of State, began to feel the fpur of ambition, and were alarmed at 
the advancement of Livia's family. Even their own Hep-father, Ti- 
berius, they were taught to confider as a rival in coniideration and 
power. And it is faid, that, in order to keep pace with him in his 
advancement to public honours, the youngeft of the two brothers 
made application to be veiled with the dignity of Conful. The pro- 
pofal was received by the People with applaufe, but difcouraged by 

the emperor, who, reflecting, as he pretended, on the prefumption 

of his own youth, or on the neceffity of the times which had 

i 

brought himfelf forward into this ftation at an improper age, was 
pleafed to fay, " That he hoped never again to fee a time when the 
" office of Conful mull be intrufted to a perfon under twenty." To 
pacify the young man under this difappointment, he was advanced to 
the dignity of the priefthood, got ad million into the Senate, and 
had a place among the members of that body at the public theatre. 

Soon after this date Tiberius, probably in confequence of the tj. c. 747, 

jealoufy he had thus given to the emperor s adopted fons, underwent |jaibu$! US 

a great and a fudden change in the ftate of his fortunes. Upon his y; t ^ s ntllhus 

return from the campaign on the Rhine, he was vetted with the cha- A "S- zzd ,°> 

* ° . JEtat. 56. 

Dio, Caff. lib. Iv. c. 8. 
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B 0 0 * ra&er of Tribune of die People for five years ; and, under pretence of 

a war likely to arife on the Euphrates, from the defection of the 
Kin? of Armenia, who was difpofed to ioin the Parthians. he was 




appointed to command the armies in Syria ; but it foon after ap- 



that 



exile or removal from the court. At his de- 



parture 



his route to his pretended deftination in Syria, he withdrew to the 
ifland of Rhodes, where, under pretence of ftudy, he lived fome 
years in retirement. 

U. C. 748. The real caufe of this retreat of Tiberius, whether the jealoufies 
CzSzi 1 2 mo. of the young Csfars, the mifconduft of Julia, or any other offence 
SyUa. 0r ° eli0S ta ^ en DV tne Emperor himfelf, was never known ; and we are de- 

P" 7 ^ °f hght which might have been thrown by Dion Caffius 

U. c. 749. on this, or the traniaclions of fome of the fucceeding years, by a 

s.Hnt"^" manifeft breach in the text of his hiftory. This defecT: is very im« 



Raffos eanS P^^y Applied from Xiphilinus, Zonaras, or any other of the 
Aug. 2410, abreviators or copiers of this hifbrian. 

£,tai. 58. 

v c In colleding from fuch authors, what is little more than the names 

L. Coradios 0 f Confuls, which ferve to mark the progrefs of dates, we learn, 

Lentulas, . 

M. Valerias that in the firft year after the retirement of Tiberius, the Emperor 

A^^to, himfelf having perfifted, for feventeen years preceding this date, in 

£uu rejecting the office of ordinary Conful, now again accepted of it ; 

lLpm£' t ^ at ^ e ^tended, in this charader, to folemnize the admiflion of his 

c f*V ' 3?°» fons Caius and Lucius to the age of manhood " ; that the ceremony 

Ab. M.Plae- _ t 

tus Sihnos, was accordingly performed with refped to the eldeft, who now af~ 

Caniniua . r 

GsUas. fumed the ordinary drefs of a man, was brought into the Senate, and 
^at. 60? declared chief of the Roman youth 19 ; but with refpecl: to the 

youngeft, that it was deferred till about three years afterwards,, when 
the Emperor again appeared in the character of ConfuL 
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In one of the years of this period, or about the year of Rome 
feven hundred and fifty one, is fixed by the vulgar computation the 
commencement of our sera at the birth of Chrift j an event, not cal- 
culated to have an immediate influence on the tranfactions of ftate, 
or to make a part in the materials of political hiftory, though def- 
tined to produce, in a few ages, a great change in the inftitutions> 
manners, and general character of nations. 

At this date, from the imperfect records which remain, we have 
fcarcely any materials of hiftory, befides the occurrences of the court* 
and the city of Rome ; the public entertainments that were given, 
the occafions on which they were exhibited, and the provifion that 
was made in the capital for the fubfiftence and pleafure of an idle 
and profligate populace. 

The Emperor having again afliimed the office of ordinary Conful f 

that he might prefide at the admiffion of his younger adopted fon y 

Lucius Caefar, to the age of manhood, continued to hold the office no 

longer* than was neceffary for this purpofe. He exhibited magni- 
ficent fhews as ufual upon this occafion, and among others, 

one that is mentioned probably as a novelty* a lhoal of fix and 

thirty crocodiles of uncommon fize> turned out to be hunted 
or fifhed in thjj-tafbn of the Circus Flaminius 10 . While the Em- 
peror gratified the People in their public diverfions to a degree of 
debauch, he made fome attempts to regulate the gratuitous diftribu- 

tion of corn, that other principal engine of abufe which the Roman- 
citizens, though in other refpe&s fallen from their fovereignty, ftilli 
carefully retained among the relics of their democratical govern- 
ment. 

The People of Rome, fo long as they could overawe the Senate 
by their affemblies or tumults, and fo long as they had the difpofal 

*> Dio. Caff. lib. Iv. c. 10. 

of 
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of preferments and honour?, bartered their fuffrages for fports and 
diilributipns of corn. For thefe too, they were now willing to fell 
their fabmiffion to the prefer* cfhbhlhrnent, and it was undoubtedly 
more fafe to have deprived them of every other prerogative, than to 
reftrain them in thefe. The numbers that were accuftomed to re- 
ceive corn at the public granaries, as we may judge from the num- 
ber of two hundred thoufand, to which it was now propofed to re- 
duce them, had increafed to an immoderate height ; and as the cir- 
cumltance of being fubfifted gratuitoufly, encouraged idlenefs, fo the 
very attendance required at thefe monthly diftributions gave a ccn- 
fiderable interruption to labour. The Emperor endeavoured to ap- 
ply fome correction to both thefe evils, by reducing the number of 
petitioners, and by limiting the times of diltribution to three parti- 
cular terms in the year". But in making this attempt he received 
fo many complaints, that he was obliged to lay afide the defign. 

A populace thus fupported in idlenefs mull: likewife be amufed, 
and they received, in this particular, from their mafters, whether 
acting from choice or policy, not only in the firft period, but, in the 
fubfequent ages of this monarchy, the moft lavifh indulgence, By 
Auguftus in perfon, they were prefented at different times with four 
capital exhibitions, confining of all the entertainments in which 
they were known to delight, and with three and twenty great fes- 
tivals, folemnized in honour of fome other perfons, as of his father 
lulius Czfar, of his nephew Marcellus, of his friend Agrippa, and 
of his young relations now entering into manhood, and coming to 
the poffetiion of public honours. 

The fports themfelves, though fierce and irrational in many in- 
fiances, were fplendid, magnificent, and fometimes interefting. 

The prefence of the Roman People, in vaft fpaces or theatres fitted 
up to receive them, was always awful and fublime, The pre'ee- 

* Dio. CaiT. lib. lr. c. 10. 

dence 
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dence of rank at thefe entertainments, was confidered, even under 
the republic, as a principal object of ftate. The firft benches were 
referved for the Senators ; the next, at certain periods, had been al- 
lotted to the Equeftrian order j and the queftion, whether this order 

fhould be mixed with the People, or feparated from them, made a 
fubject at different times of much difpute and contention. The fe- 
male fex too had their places, though at the fights of gladiators they 
were removed to a diftance, being feated behind the other fpectators ; 
and from the athletic games were excluded altogether *\ 

The coarfenefs, neverthelefs, of thofe public entertainments to 
which the Roman women were ftill admitted ; the want of any in- 
terval, in their manners, between a rigorous feverity, and the other 
extreme of an unbounded licence, had, in many inftances, the worft 

effect on their conduct. The Emperor himfelf had a diftreffing ex- 
ample of this effect in his own family, by the flagrant debaucheries 
of his daughter Julia, who, having once quitted the reierve, and 
broke through the aufterities of her father's houfe, had no longer any 
reftraints of decency or eftablifhed propriety to regulate her beha- 
viour. It was reported, that without any pretence of feduction, af- 
fection, or choice, fhe multiplied her paramours indefinitely, and 
even frequented the places of public debauch. 
The Emperor, though not fuppofed to be wanting in the tender- 

nefs of a parent, upon the detection of thefe diforders, proceeded 
againft his daughter more with the rigour of an offended magiftrate, 
than with the reluctant feverity of a father. In the firft tranfport of 
his paffion, he haftened to lay her accufation before the Senate, and 
obtained from this affembly an act of banifhment againft her, by 
which fhe was removed to a fmall ifland on the coaft, reduced to low 
diet, and forbid to receive any vifits j a fpecies of imprifonmenr, 

*- Sueton. in O&av. c fj. 

which 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



became common 




reigns. 



Scribonia, the mother of this unhappy exile, now arrived 



huiband 



great age, and preferring, in a ftate of feparation from he: 
an unblemilhed reputation, gave way to the feelings of nature, and 



followed 



The 



father too, upon reflection, grievoufly lamented his rafhnefs, in pub- 
lishing, by a reference to the Senate, the fcandal of his own houfe, 
and bitterly regretted the feverity by which he had empoifoned and 
rendered incurable the wounds of his own family. If Agrippa or 
Macenas bad lived, he was heard to fay, / Jhould have been refrained 
from tbis a8 of imprudence x \ 

In the fequel of this tranfkcrion, he indulged his refentment with 
lefe ftruggle againft the fuppofed partners of his daughter's guilt ; 
ordered Julus Antonius, with fome other perfons of high rank in- 
volved in the fame charge, to be put to death. With refpefr, to one 



criminal: 



:gard 



pleafed 



time of his office as Tribune mould expire. Being told that Phoebe 

the freedwoman and confident of Julia, when Ihe heard of her mif- 

trefs's fate, had put herfelf to death ; J bad rather be the father of 
Pbabe\ he faid, than of Julia. 

Perfons who were difpofed to pay their court, ever ready to feize 
the opportunity, took occafion to 
cafion of this painful tranfadHon. 



They 



ion like that of the pri 

fufferers in the diftrefs 



ir him the confolation 

,ade complaints in the 



Senate of the 



v Seneca dc Ben. c. 32. 



raked 
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raked up particulars of a very obfolete date. They too brought for- c *J A p « 
mal profccutions, in order to obtain the interpofition of law and pub- 
lic authority, to rcftrain the diforders of their children ; but the Em- 
peror received this fpecies of courtfhip with indifference, and refuled 
to hear any accufation, of which the fubject had preceded a fixed 

and very recent date 
We are left at a Iofs for the fequel of this hhtory, during the two U. C. 752. 

vears that immediately followed ; but in a period, of which thefe nelius Len- 

were the principal tranfa&ions, we cannot -be furprifed that die chro- p"^ , ^fo < " 
nicle is defective, nor indeed greatly regret the filence of a few ^* a J™ 0 ' 
years. 

The ordinary adminiftration of Auguftus, in purfuing the political, U. C. 753. 
civil, and military forms, which he had -eftablifhed, no doubt was Aug. Nepos, 
able and fuccefsful ; but being once defcribed, does not admit of re- Pa U i 
petition. The more interefting fubjects of hiftory, tranfactions - that *^' t 2 6 8 ™* 
rouze the paflions, and keep in fufpence the expectations, the hopes, 
and the fears of men, were in this reign moft carefully avoided. A 
powerful army was ftationed on the Rhine, to keep the peace of that 
frontier. Even the court was lulled into perfect tranquillity by the 
want of any competition for the Emperor's favour. This point being 
fully decided, by the place which was occupied by the Cxfars, Caius, 
and Lucius ;*theirfuppofed rival Tiberius, who had been facrificed to 
their jealoufy, ftill remained in his exile at Rhodes. 

The defection of Armenia from the alliance of the Romans to that 
of the Parthians, the occafion upon which it had been pretended 
that Tiberius was deftined to command in Afia, ftill fubfifted 5 but U. C. 764. 
the command of the armies in- that part of the world, with the Mri™** 



L. Emilius 
us 



us 

Varus. 



charge of recovering the kingdom of Armenia to its former ftate of Aug. z 9 no 
dependence on Rome, was committed to Caius Csefar, now firft in iEtau6 3' 



*♦ Dio, Cafl*. lib. Iv. c, 10. 

Vol. IE. 3 ^ the 
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the favour of the Emperor, and higheft in the expectations of the 
People. 

It was thought proper, that both the brothers, about this time, 
£bould be fent to the command of armies ; Caius to that of Syria, 
and Lucius to Spain ; and thele removals of the young Csfars from 

court, were fuppofed to be devifed or procured by the Empreis 
Livia, becaufe they made way, in a little time afterwards, for the re- 
cal of her fon iS . 

But before any refolution taken at court in favour of Tiberius 
was publicly known, Caius fefar, in his way to the Eaft, arrived in 
Greece, attended by a numerous train of officers. At Chios, he re- 
ceived a vifit from Tiberius, profeffing the moft fubmiffive refpect to 
the prince himfelf, and to the officers of his court ; and from thence 
continued his route through -the province of Afia, every where re- 
ceived as the fon of the Emperor. 

The king of Parthia, upon the arrival of the young Csefar in his 
neighbourhood, defired to have a conference with him, and they 
met on the Euphrates in a fmall hland, each having an equal num- 
ber of attendants. They afterwards mutually accepted of entertain- 
ments from each other in their refpective quarters. Phraates agreed 
not to fupport the Armenians in their defection from the alliance of 

the Romans, and Caius proceeded to take pofTeffion of -their country, 
a? a province of Rome. On his approach to Antagera, a place on 
the frontier of Armenia, the gates being fhut againft him, he pre- 

fented himfelf under the walls, and while he fummoned the governor 
to furrender, was ftruck bv an arrow from the battlements. The 
wound he received, though in appearance not mortal, affected his 
health, and threw him into a ftate of dejection and languor, in which 
he defired to be recalled from his ftation, and expreffed his difguft to 
affairs of (late* 

15 Veil. Pater. Jib. ii. c. 105. 

Caius 
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Caius being permitted to retire from his command by the Emperor, chap. 
who was mortified to find in him a pufillanimity fo unworthy of the 
fon of Agrippa, and of his own fucceffor, was carried to the coaft l.'/EHus 5 ' 
in a litter, and there embarked for Italy ; ' but having on his way ^ ""serviHus 

put into a port of Lycia, he died at Lymira in that province. Ne P 0i « 

Aug. 3omc* 

Lucius, the other grandfon of Auguftus, by his daughter Julia, ■# iat - 6 i* 

died fome time before at Marfeilles, in his way to Spain ; and thefe 
deaths happening fo opportunely for the family of Livia, laid this 
defigning woman under fufpicion of having been a&ive in procuring 

them. The bodies of the deceafed were borne through the provinces 

by officers of rank, and by the principal inhabitants, to be interred at 

Rome. Their fhields and lances, richly adorned with gold, being 
gifts made to them by the Equeftrian order, when they were ad- 
mitted to the age of manhood, were hung up as monuments in the 
hall of the Senate 



16 



About this time, the third period of ten years, for which Au- 
guftus had accepted of the government, being expired, he went 

through the form of laying down, and of re-aftuming his power. . 

The People, at one of the entertainments which were given on 
this occafion, having applied to the Emperor an applauded palTage 

of fome poet, with the title of Lord or Majler, he gave figns of dif- 
pleafure, and, on the following day, publifhed a fevere edict, for- 
bidding the title of Majler being given to him by any perfon, or 
upon any occafion whatever % \ My name is Cafar^ he faid, and not 
Majler. 

Auguftus was now in the decline of life, had furvived his prin- 
cipal confidents and friends, his nephew and grandchildren, on 
whom he had retted his hopes. He had been recently dishonoured 

in the conduct of his daughter, and had bound himfelf, by a formal 

lfi Zonaras, lib. x. c. 36. Veil. Pater, lib, ii. c. IC2, 103. Dio. Caff. lib. lv. c il f 12< 

17 Orofius, lib. vi. fine. 
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BOOK aft of the Senate, to perlift in the rigour of his treatment towards 

her. la thefe circumftances, it was thought that interceflions in fa* 
vcur of a- child muft be flattering to the father, and many appli- 
cations were accordingly made in her behalf ; but he remained in- 
exorable, and being guided intirely by the influence of Li via, caft 

himfelf upon her family as a 1 aft refourcc. Under thefe circum- 
ftances, and from the approach of old age, he was obferved to lan- 
guish, and to lofe much of his former vivacity. 

Tiberius had been recalled to Rome foon after the departure^ and. 
before the death of the two Cadars. Upon this laft event, he was 
adopted by the Emperor j but on condition, that he himfelf, though a 
father, having a fon already mentioned of the name of Drufus, by his 

firft wife Vipfania, mould neverthelefs adopt Germanicus Ccefar, . the 
fon of his brother, who being elder than his own fon, was intended 
to have the advantage of feniority in all their future pretenfions. 
U. c. 756. This fucceflbr to Agrippa and his family, being now the adopted 
circs, dUS fo n °f Auguftus, and heir apparent of his. fortunes, had every- 
c. sennas wnere a numerous attendance of perfons who wiflied to pay their 



Ang.^mo, court. Being appointed to his former ftation, at the head of the 
3 armies on the Rhine, his progrefs through the provinces to that- 
frontier, was marked by the multitudes who flocked from all 
quarters to receive him. In his firft campaign he penetrated to 
the Wefer, and over-ran all the nations of that neighbourhood 

The Emperor, relying upon his newly adopted fon.for the conduct of 
the war on the Rhine, remained at Rome, where he was employed 

chiefly in reforming the Senate, and in rebuilding the palacewhich had 

been lately confumed by fire. In the laft of thefe works* he had offers, 
of affiftance from many of the Senators, and" from perfons of his court, 
who brought him confiderable fums in the way of voluntary contri- 



24 Veil. Pater, lib. u. c. 104.. 
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buttons. Being unwilling, however, to let the burden thus fall en- c 

tirely upon pcrfons the moft attached to himfelf, he laid a tax of ' 

twenty-five denarii on each corporation, and a capitation of one de- 
narius on each private perfon ; and having from this fund rebuilt the 
palace, which had hitherto been accounted a private property, he de- 
clared it for the future a public edifice, deftined as a manlion for ths 
iupreme commander of the army, and head of the empire 49 . 

Ten commiffioners being appointed to infpeft the rolls of the Se^ 
nate, and to re ft ore its dignity, the firft mealure prdpofed for this 

purpofe was to take away all appearance of conftraint, and to leave 

every member at liberty to refign his feat ; but the greater number, 

either fearing to be marked out as difaffe&ed to the prefent govern- 
ment, or willing to partake in the bounty of Catfar, who, in many 

inftances, repaired the fortunes of Senators that were gone to decay, 
ftill continued to hold their places, and affected zeal- for the forms 
on which Auguftus was pleafed to reft his authority. 
In this and othef inftances, it is inftructive to obferve with what 

care this fovereign of the empire endeavoured to flatter the vanity of 

Roman citizens, and to preferve the diftinction of ranks, while in 
reality his policy was calculated to remove all diftincYmns, ,to render, 
all ranks equally dependant on himfelf; op, if any diftindion were- 
fuffered to remain, tended in the fequel, or under his fucceffors, ta 
render- the moft honourable conditions the leaft fecure. 
Auguftus had returns- made of all the moft refpeftable families* 

in Italy, and of thole who had a property of above two hundred 

feftcrtia a \ He laid great reftraints on the manumiflion of flaves ; a 
practice by which he alleged, that the privileges of Romans were 
raflily proftituted to the refufe of all nations, and to the meaneft 
order of men.. The Lex iElia Sentia, which took its name from one. 



50 Dio. Caff. lib. I v. c. 12, 1.3, 
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of the Confuls of this year, had, for its object, the reformation of 
this abuie. By this law was fixed the age at which a mailer Ihould 
have the power of letting his Have at liberty, and the age of the 
flave at which he might be fet free, together with the mutual rights 
and privileges of the patron or former mafter, and of the freed man, 
or emancipated Cave"* 9 . 

As the prefent government began to have profcription, as well as 
expediency on its fide, even- attempt on the emperor's life had the 
criminalirv of treafon, and mufl have been condemned upon every 
co nfi deration which eftablifhed monarchy can fuggeft. "Whoever 
made fuch an attempt might be confidered as a dangerous and ill- 
advifed afTahln, who attacked the community itfelf in the perfon of 
its fovereign, and whole crime, in that particular inftance, tended to 
involve the world anew in anarchy and bloodfhed. 

The privileges or pretenfions of citizens, under the republic, were 

long fince effaced. But a very few were left who had enjoyed, or 
even could remember the exiftence of them ; yet private refentment, 

or the remains of republican zeal, and the fuppofed right of every 

perfon to repel ufurpations, had produced fome attempts of this fort 

during the prefent reign. Even in this advanced period of it, a con- 
spiracy was detected, in which Cornelius Cinna, a grandfon of Pom- 
pev, and defcended of that Ginna, who, together with Caius Marius, 
was once at the head of the popular faction, formed a defign to fup- 
preis the prefent usurpation of Casfar, and to reftore the republic, hi 
which his anceftors had made fo confpicuous a figure. 

Aucuftus was greatly perplexed on the difcovery of this plot; and 
having already, on like occafions, exhaufted the means of feverity, was 
now, it is laid, perfuaded by Livia to try the effects of clemency, and 
of a generous confidence. " This conduct," me obferved, " would 



** Dio. CaiT. lib.lv. c. 13 



" tend 
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* tend to difarm his enemies, and would intereft numbers in his pre- c *j A p - 




" fervation by the ties of affection and gratitude.' ' 

The emperor, being accordingly prevailed on to take this courfe, 
ordered that the confpirator mould be introduced to his prefence, 
gave him to underftand, that his guilt was difcovered, and his ac- 
complices known, remonftratcd againft an attempt fo ungenerous 
and unprovoked, but relieved the young man of his fears, by af- 
furing him of pardon, and of every other fpecies of protection for 
the future. Tn thefe afiurances he even went beyond what mere 
clemency required, affected to upbraid the author, of a defign on his 
own life with falfe modefty, in not demanding the honours to which 
he was juftly intitled by his birth ; and concluded with faying, That,- 

as he trufted they were from henceforward to be friends, he mould 
be glad to receive his applications in any matter by which he could 
contribute to his advancement or intereft ; and, in the mean time,. 

named him for Conful at the next fucceffion to this dignity. 

In this year are dated, among other meafures, fome regulations v. C. 757. 

which were made by the emperor for the better government of the £" s ' ^nnT 

army j and, what was fcarcely lefs important in the opinion of the fl^ias 

times, for the conduct of entertainments in the public theatres. The MjffalaVo- 

' 1 Julius. 

military eftablifhmcnt confiftcd of fix-and-twenty legions 30 , with Aug. $zdo>. 
nine or ten Pr.Ttorian bands, compbfed of a thoufand men each. 
Auguftus, to rcftorc the honours of the military character, had, from 
the beginning of his reign, made it a rule to exclude from his armies, 
as much as poflible, all emancipated Haves. This exclufion, together 
with fome reformations which diminiflied the profits formerly enjoyed 
by military men," rendered it extremely difficult, upon any fudden 
emergency, to complete the legions. Auguftus found hi mfelf obliged 
to increafe his bounty in order to recruit the army ; but inftead of 



30 Dio. Caff. lib. lv. c. i^. Tack. AnnaJ. lib. iv. c. 5. 
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giving more to thofe who inlifted, or increafing his levy-money, he 
chofe to engage them by the hope of future advantages, to be reaped 
after certain periods. of dutiful fervice. In the Praetorian bands, he 
made a regulation, that, after fixteen years fervice, the veteran mould 
be intitled to his difmuTion, and a premium of twenty thoufand 
fefterces 3 \ In the legions, after twelve years fervice, that he mould 

be intitled to twelve thoufand feflerces 31 ; and, as a fund for thefe 

payments, it is probable that the tax of a twentieth on all legacies 
bequeathed to ftrangers, heirs of choice, or to diftant relations, was 
impofed about this time. This tax did not extend to the inherit- 
ance of the ordinary heir at law, nor to legacies" made to the poor, 
or to perfons in indigent circumftances. 

With refpecl to the public entertainments, frem regulations were 
•made to keep places in the Circus for Senators and Knights, apart from 
the commons, or lower clafs of the People. 

It being o'bferved, that the office of iEdile, which formerly in- 
cluded the care of all public entertainments, was avoided ; and that 

even the dignity of a veflal, which was wont to be fo much defired 

by the moft honourable families at Rome, ceafed to be in requeft, it 
was decreed, that all the Qu^flors of any preceding year mould caft 
lots for the office of iEdile ; and that the rules reftricting the choice of 
Veftals to perfons of the mofl noble extraction, fhould now be con- 
fiderably relaxed, or difpenfed with ; fo that women, even defcended 

from enfranchifed flaves, might be admitted into this order : a very 
unlikely way to engage perfons of fuperior rank to adopt it. 

This year Agrippa Pofthumus came of age, and affiimed the 
drefs of manhood ; but, though adopted, as his elder brothers had 
been, into the family of the emperor, he appears not to have been 
thought worthy to replace them ; and being obfeured by the riper 
age and fuperior favour of Tiberius, he paffed through this ceremony 



About i6cl. 21 About iooI. 31 Dio. Caff. lib. lv. 024. 
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u&h fewer demonftrations of confideratlon or refpecl from the People e *j^A p - 
than had been paid to his brothers. 

The public was alarmed with earthquakes and inundations of rivers, 
which, howex r er .deftructive, were confidered more as the prefages of 
future calamities than as prefent evils, and their fignificance in that 
point of view was confirmed by a famine, which immediately followed 
or accompanied thefe events. The inundation of the Tiber had over- 
flowed the city for many days, fo as to make it necefTary to pafs 
through the ftreets in boats. , The markets could not be fupplied ; 
and this circumftance, joined to a real fcarcity, which kept up the 

prices after the inundation fubfided, occafioned a dearth which lafted 

for fome years. 

During this time ,of diftrefs, it being thought impoffible to find the U. c. 
nfualfupply of provifions, it was judged necefTary to leflen theufual con- Le P iT u T, lllus 

fumption ; and for this purpofeall gladiators 34 , all flaves kept for fale, ^ KaTju? 
and all foreigners, except phyficians and public teachers, were ordered cSjvibior 
to be removed a hundred miles from the city". Even the fervants Au S- 33 tio * 



and attendants of the court were difrniffed in great numbers, and a 
vacation was proclaimed in the courts of juftice, in order that as 

many as could poflibly be fpared from the city mould depart. The 

attendance of Senators was difpenfed with, and the law requiring 

the prefence of certain numbers of that body to give validity to their 
ads was fufpended. Comtniflioners were named to infpeft the mar- 
kets, All feafting, on the birth-day of the emperor, or on other days 
of rejoicing, was prohibited ; and perfons, wont to receive any part 
of their fubfiftence in corn from the public granaries, had double the 
ufual quantity Cerved out to them. 

Notwithftanding thefe meafures taken for the relief of the People, 
their difcontents breaking forth in libels and feditious complaints, re- 



ntal. 67. 



J * Dio. Ca/T. lib. iv. c. 22. 3S Sueton. In Awguft, c. 42. 
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difcovering 



nidi 



The emperor now willing, from the decline of his age, to be re- 



>rdinary 



Senate. 



• Ill 



deliberate on all quefti 



perfons whom he chofe from 

Jf, with his ordinary council, 



government of the empire. He appears to have committed 



himfelf, without any profpeft of change, to the influence of Livia 
and her family; and, to confirm him in this difpofition, had frequent 
vifits from Tiberius, who, though generally ftationed on the frontier 
of the empire, carefully attended to the ftate of his interefts at Rome, 
as they flood both with the emperor and with the people. 

In the tide which was thus turned in favour of the Claudian fa- 
mily, the furviving Agrippa feemed to form an inmrmountable bar j 
but this young man, being of a rude and brutal difpofition, gave his 
antagonift every advantage in their fuppofed competition. Having, 

about this time, given fome flagrant proof of this character in his beha- 
viour to Livia, and even to the emperor himfelf, he was degraded ffom 

his place in the family of Cadar, and fent, under a military guard, to 
the ifland of Planafia, near to Corfica^ where he remained a prifoner 
during the remainder of this reign 36 . 

From the difgrace of Agrippa Pofthumus, it was no longer doubt- 
ful that Tiberius was deftined to inherit the fortunes and power of 

Auguftus. He alone was entnrfted wherever great armies were to be 
•affembled, and was employed in every fervice that was likely to end 
with luftre. Troubles on the frontier of Afia or Africa were entrufted 
to other hands ; but the harder ftruggle with the Germans, Dalma- 
tians, and other fierce nations of Europe, was committed to him. 
After having penetrated, in his laft campaign, to the Wefer and the 

3S Dio. Caff. lib. If. c. 26. » Ibid. lib. lv. c. 32. 
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Elbe 3r , he was called off to fupport his nephew and adopted fon Ger- c HA P. 




manicus, who, commanding the army on the fide of Dalmatia, found 
himfelf too weak to execute the fervice on which he had been em- 
ployed. 

The provinces eaft of the Hadriatic, and from thence probably to U. c. 759. 
the Danube, had formed the plan of a general revolt. It was re- N«va 

ported, at this time, that thofe nations could affemble eight hundred ^lius Metel- 
thoufand men, and that they had two hundred thoufand foot pro- ^ Creticus - 

1 * r Aug. 34to, 

perly armed, with nine thoufand horfe. Being fo powerful in point ^ at « 63 * 
of numbers, they were enabled to divide their ftrength, and to carry 
on operations, at the fame time, in different places. They deftined 
one part of their force to invade Italy, by Tergefte and Nauportus ; 

another to take pofleffion of Macedonia ; and a third to defend their 
own poffeflions at home. They had now joined to their own 

ferocity a confiderable knowledge of the difcipline and forms of the 
Roman legion,/ and conducted their prefent defign with fo much ad- 
drefs as to efcape obfervation until it was ripe for execution. They 
gave the firft intimation of their hoftile intentions by a general maf- 
facre of the Romans, who, as provincial officers or traders, were 
fcttled in their country, and cut off all the military pofts which had 
been advanced to protect them- They entered Macedonia without 

oppofition, and with fire and fword laid wafte all the poffeffions and 
fettlements of the Romans in that province 38 . 

Such was the beginning; of a war -with the barbarous nations of U- C. 760. 

0 0 t M.Funus 

the northern and eaftern frontier of the empire, which, during fome Camiilus, 
ages, was, at intervals, interrupted and refumed, often put Italy itfelf Geumclia- 
upon the defenfive, was always formidable, and at laft fatal to the ^ug^to, 
fovereignty of Rome. ^ tat - 6 * 

57 Dio. Caff, lib. Iv. c. 27—30. 3g Velleius Patcrculus, lib. ii. c. 1 10. 
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S 0 0 K The Romans, by the continual labours of fcven centuries, Iiad 

made their way from the Tiber to the Rhine and the Danube, 

through the territory of warlike hordes who oppofed them, and over 
forefts and rugged ways that were every where to be cleared at the 

expsnce of their labour and their Hood : but the ways they had made 
to reach their enemies were now open, in their turns,, for enemies to 
reach them. The ample refources which they had formed; by their 
cultivation encreafed the temptation to invade them, and facilitated 

* 

all the means of making war upon their country. By reducing the 
inhabitants of their provinces, in every part, to pacific fubjecls, they 
brought the defence of the empire to depend on a few profefiional 
ibldiers who compofed the legions- 

^ c Under apprehenfion of thefe circumftan zes, Auguftus was heard to 

Scipidus fay, on the prefent occafion, That if proper meafures were not fp'eedily 

c. Poprxcs taken for the defence of Italy, an enemy from the Danube and the 

ex Rhine might, in ten days, be feen from the battlements of Rome. 
M. Pipics i ev i es W ere accordingly made, and the order not to enlift eman- 

Poppsus cipated flaves was fufpended. The veterans, who had been difcharged 

fceccrda:. 



from the legions, were again ordered to repair to their colours ; and 
citizens of every condition were required to furnifti, in proportion to 
their eftates or pofTefIions, certain quotas of men for the fervice; 

While the People, under fo many fymptoms of trepidation, were 
r.iade fenfible of their danger, Auguftus feems to have thought if a pro- 
per opportunity to renew the part he had often acted in recommending 
population and marriage-. He called together, in feparate aflemblies, 
fzrft the married who had families of children, afterwards the barren 
and the unmarried ; and finding the fuperiority of numbers on the- fide 
of the latter, expreffed his concern in a public add reft to the People \ 
enlarged on the confequences of population to the fafety and profpe- 



rity of the commonwealth \ revived the marriage-laws, and, by an 

ad 
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aft which took its name from Papius and Poppseus 39 , Confuls of this c H A ?. 
year, gave additional rewards to the married, and laid new penalties 
on celibacy, with a confiderable premium to the profecutor by whom 
any perfon mould be convicted of this offence. 

Before thefe regulations Ihould be enforced, a year was allowed to 
the unmarried to change their condition ; and the rigour of former 
laws." 0 , refpefting the inheritance of women,, which had hitherto 
been reftricted to a hundred thoufand feftcrces 4, y was confidently 
abated. Females were allowed to inherit a larger fum ; and, the better 
to teftify the homage that was paid to female virtue, the Vcftals were 
admitted to partake in the privilege of Roman parents having three 
children 4 \ 

In the mean time, great efforts w r ere made to keep the enemy at a 

diftance, and to fix the feat of the war in their own country. Tiberius 



advanced for this purpofe .into Dalmatia, and the emperor himfelf let 
out for Arimhuim, that he might be nearer the fcene of operations ta 
receive reports, to profit by intelligence, and to give his directions. He 

had, for fome time, empowered the Senate to continue their proceed- 
ings in his abfence ; as he ceafed to attend the Comitia or affemblies 
of the People, he made free with their privileges; and, under pre- 
tence of diforders occafioned by the elections, took upon himfelf the 

■ 

nomination of magiftrates, or fignified his choice to the Tribes by a 
writ of recommendation, Public prayers were now offered for his 

prefervation- ; and at his departure from the city, as. if he were going 
on a fervice of great danger to his perfon, many vows-w f ere made, and 
facrifices deftined to be offered up in cafe of his fafe return 4 \ 

Although the force of the empire was not yet fallen fo low as- to 
juftify Jo much apprehenfion, the- alarm, neverthelefs continued few 
three years 



44 
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3 » Lex Papia Poppza. 4<> Lex Voconia. +' About 800 K 44 Dio. Cafl*. lib.lv.c.r,2.io. 
43 DisvCafl: lib. Iv. c. 34. 44 Yellcius Paterculus, lib. ii. c. 1 14. 
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Tiberius, upon his arrival 
who had invaded that countr 

names of Bato and .Pinetes. 
divifions. commanded bv Ger: 



own 



felf. 



this difpofition 



quarters at once. 



In the fervice which was committed to Sylvanus Lepidus, he met 

Where he himfclf commanded, the Romans 



V.C.-tz. 
P. CcrnsHa 

Doisbciia, -with little refiftance. 

C T * r * * Si 

kncs, ex. were long detained in the hlockade of a caflle, which being built 

Ja!. 
Ser. Corne- 
lius. 



on a rock, was rendered inacceffible by the height of its fituation, 



^ and by the depths of the glens and gulleys that were formed by the 
£asz. ;i. torrents with which it was furrounded. Bato had taken poft in this 

place with a numerous body of his countrymen ; and being provided 

with neceffaries, endeavoured to tire out the enemy. But he himfelf, 
in the end, being weary of his ina&ive and hopelefs fituation, found 

eans to efcape, and left the remains of his countrymen, worn out 

with want and impatience, to furrendcr at difcretion. 

Where Germanicus commanded, the enemy had taken refuge in 
Anduba, a fortrefs fimilarly fituated with the former ; but which, after 
repeated attacks, was at laft put into his hands by the diflention of 

the barbarians who defended it, Thefe, having quarrelled, turned 

their fwords mutually againft each other. One of the parties fet the 
quarters of their antagonifts on fire, and both fell an cafy prey to 
their enemies. Many of the women, to avoid captivity, threw 
themfelves, with their children, into the flames 4 \ Bato foon after 

furrendered himfelf; and being afked, What tempted him to 
make war upon the Romans? made anfwer, a You affect to 

* treat every nation as your flocks and your property; but you in- 



-Die. CaiC lib. Iri. c. 12, 14, 15. 
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a truft the care of them to ravenous wolves, not to fhepherds and their c 
* dogs *.» 

At the clofe of the war, the title of Imperator, with the triumphal 
ornaments, were decreed to Tiberius, and to his adopted fon Germa- 
nicus* 7 : but in the midft of the rejoicings which were made on this 
occafion, accounts of a different nature were received from the 

Rhine. 

The Romans, wifliing to command the paflage of the river, 

had occupied, as has been obferved, fome country, and fortified 
fome ftations on the German fide. By this difpofition it was in- 
tended, in cafe the Germans fhould attempt a defcent upon Gaul, 
that part of the Roman army fhould be fo placed as to remain in 

their rear. And indeed while they kept pofleffion of the navigation 

of the river, and of both its banks, they, in fome meafure, rendered 

every fuch attempt impra&icable. In confequence of this difpofition, 

the Germans had, for fome time, difcontinued the pra&ice of making 
incurfions into Gaul. They were become familiar with the Roman 
army that was Rationed in their country, exchanged commodities, 
with the Roman traders, and began to imitate their manners. 

Such was the ftate of the nations fituated between the Rhine and 
the Wefer,. when Quin&ilius Varus, who had been left by Tiberius 
in the command of the German frontier, began to confider the natives 
of the country around him, as ripe for. the ordinary impofitions 
which the Romans had on their fubjefts, and made fome exactions 
for the fupply of his army. 

Some chiefs or leaders of the neighbourhood, particularly Segi- 
meruSj prince of the Chatti, and his fon Arminius, had obferved,- 
with indignation, thefe encroachments of the Roman general, and 
the gradual decline of their country into a Roman province. • Being 

«• Dio. Caff. lib. Jv. c. 56. « ny, ift. In. c. 17. 
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at the head of a powerful canton, and much refpe&ed by all the na- 
tions of that quarter, they entered into a concert to cut off all the 

Romans that "were polled on the German fide of the Rhine ; and to 
reftore the independence of their People. They concealed their de- 

fign by redoubling their attention to the Roman general ; took their 
jefidence in his quarters, and applied to him for decifion in all the 
difputes which arofe among the natives ; made him acquainted with 
the weaknefTes and the ftrengths of their country, and ferved him as 
guides in conducing the marches, and in fixing the ftations of his 
army. 

While, by thefe artifices, Segimerus , and Arminius lulled the Ro- 
man general into perfed fecurity, they had their followers ready to 

affemble under arms, and brought all the chieftains of their neighbour- 
hood under engagements .to join them, as foon as their deiign mould 
be ripe for execution. They propofed to draw the Roman general 
into a fituation in which he could be attacked with advantage, while 
they themfelves, without giving him any alarm, mould have a pretence 
for advancing, to wards him with all their forces. 

To .effect both thefe purpofes, they procured an infurreclion of 

fome of the cantons over which Segimerus claimed a fupremacy, 

and implored the aflifiance of the Roman army in fuppreffmg the 
revolt. Varus, apprehending that the fafety of the Romans, in all 
their poffeflions beyond the Rhine, depended on the fupport he fhould 

give to their allies, put his army in motion to quell this pretended 

rebellion, and advanced through difficult ways into the interior parts 
of the country. On this march he was attended by Segimerus and 
Arminius, and fupplied with every requifite to promote the fervice, 

or to enfure its fuccefe. Thefe chiefs had affembled their forces, and 
brought forth the inhabitants of the neighbouring country, under 
pretence of acting as irregulars to cover the march of the Roman 

legions* In performing this fervice, they pervaded the marines and 

woods 
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woods in his front, on his flanks, and his rear, and had actually fur- 
rounded him, when he came upon the ground on which they propofed 

to make their attack. 

4 

Here the forefts and marflies were extenfiveand impafiable, except 
by a fingle tract. The Romans were crowded together, and en- 
tangled with their baggage ; and being in this condition attacked 
from every quarter at once, were unable to refift or to efcape. Varus 
fucceeded in gaining an opening which appeared at fome diftance in 
the woods ; and there, with as many as could follow him, attempted 
to intrench himfelf ; but the greater part of the army fell by the 
hands of the enemy. At night, feeing no hopes of a retreat, the 
general himfelf fell upon his fword, and by his example induced 
many officers and foldiers to employ the fame means of avoiding the 
cruelties or infults to which they were expofed. 

A few having found means to retire under cover of die night* 
made their way to the Rhine. Here they were received by a party 
fent upon the firft news of their difafter by Alprenas from Gaul, 

to favour their retreat. 
It had been concerted by the Germans, that on the fame day 

every Roman poft in their country fhould be attacked. Lucius 
Ceditius, who commanded at Alifo, now fuppofed to be El- 
femberg, being furrounded by fuperior numbers, forced his way 
through the enemy, and, under the greateft diftreffes, arrived on the 
Rhine. All the other pofts were forced, and the troops who had 
occupied them taken or killed. Among the former Caldus, an officer 
of rank, being a prifoner and in irons, upon fome infult that was 
offered to him, flruck himfelf in the head with his chains aad 
expired. 

The Romans, on this occafion, loft three entire legions, or about 

eighteen thoufand foot, and a confiderable body of horfe. Afprena* 
having remained on the German fide of the Rhine only until he had 

You 111 3 N collected 
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collected the remains of the Roman army which had efcaped from 

this calamity, withdrew into Gaul, and made difpofitions to prevent 
any commotions in that province. 

The firft accounts of this difafter were received at Rome with the 
higheft degree of confternation. The victorious enemy having cut 
cfF what was considered as the ftrength of the empire on the Rhine, 
were fuppofed to be following at the heels of the meflenger who 
brought the news. Guards were polled in different quarters of the 
city to prevent diforders, and to quiet the fears of the people. A 
proclamation was iffued to fufpcnd the changes ufually made in the 

provincial appointments, and requiring every officer to continue in 
his prefent command until exprefs orders were given to the contrary. 
The facred records were confulted, to find what religious proceflions or 
ceremonies had been performed on the invafiori of the Cimbri, and 
on the breaking out of the Marfic war, and the fame rites were now 

* 

to be repeated. The emperor put on mourning, and for fome 
months carried in his looks, and in the neglect of his perfbn, every ap- 
pearance of diftrefs 4 *. It was given out that, in the firft transport of 
grief, he ftruck his head on the wall of his chamber. The Germans 
and Gauls, that were at Rome, were fecured and fent into the iflands 
on the coafts of Italy. All citizens were ordered to arm, and many 
duappeared from the ftreets, to avoid being preffed to ferve in the 
legions. 

There remained a great army on the eftablifhment of the empire j 

but this army being difperfed over an extenfive frontier in Afia and 
Africa, it was not fuppofed that a fufficient force could be brought 
from thence in time to protect the capital againft an enemy who was 
believed to be haftening to its gates. Very violent means were there- 
fore employed to form an army in Italy, and men were forced under 
arms by the terror of military execution. The forces which were 



f* Soeton. in OcUv. c. 23. 
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CHAP. 
IV. 



brought in this manner to the emperor's ftandard were placed under 

the command of Tiberius ; and, as faft as they could be put into a 
regular form, began to move towards Gaul. 

In thefe meafures the Romans a&ed more from their own fears* 
than from a juft apprehenfion of what was to be expected from the 
enemy. The moft a&ive and vigorous conquerors can feldom ad 
up to the fears of thofe they have vanquifhed ; and the Germans, on 
this occafion, content with having freed their own country from the 
prefence of a Roman army, made no attempt to purfue their vittory, 

and remained quiet in their own poffeffions 49 . 

In the following fummer Tiberius and Germanicus, to recover the u - c - 763. 

r 1 « -a. M.iEmilius 

credit of the Roman arms, having paffed the Rhine, laid wafte the Lepidus, 
adjacent country, but not meeting with an enemy, returned without Taurus, 
having given occafion to any other fignale vent. They fuppofed that " Caffii" 1 * 
the natives were retired from the frontier, in order to tkmpt them to ^ on s in " s - 

' * Aug. 3»vo, 

follow into the forefts of that impervious country, and to engage ^ tat * 7 2 « 
them in difficult fituations. But having done enough to enable the 
capital to recover from its panic, they brought back in Autumn the 
Roman army into Gaul, and from thence themfelves returned into 

Italy. 

In this year Drufus, the fon of Tiberius, a&ed in the capacity of U. C. 765. 
Quseftor ; fixteen Prsetors were employed. In the year following 
the number of thefe magiftrates was reduced to twelve. It being 
alleged that governors of provinces, to preclude the complaints which 
were often made againft them upon their removal, extorted atteft- 
ations and complimentary addrefles from the people they had 
oppreffed, it was enacted, that no governor mould receive any ho- 
norary gift or atteftation from his province, during the continuance 
of his power, nor fooner than fix months after his return to Rome. 

« Die. Caff. lib. lvi. c. 23, 24. 
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The age of the emperor now led men to tLink of his fucceffor ; 
and predidions of his death were furmifed abroad. This probably 
gave occafion to the edi& which forbade foothfayers to utter pre- 
dictions relating to the life of any perfon whatever. Among the 
ckcumftances that chara&erife the manners of the times, it is faid, 
that Roman knights, or citizens of quality, had permiffion to exhibit 



themfelves as gladiators 5 °. 
V. C. 764. Tiberius, at his return to Rome, after the noted fervices he had 

Gem uncus , > 

Crfer, performed on the Save and the Rhine, had a triumphal entry. In 

cipiio, *"* afcending the Capitol he difmounted from his carriage, and threw 

c. vrfeUias himfelf at the feet of the emperor, who flood in the way to receive 

Y lrro - him 31 - After the proceffion was over, fliows were exhibited by 

Aug. 5900, r * 

Gennanicus, in which two hundred lions were hunted down; and 
a portico, which Livia had erefted to the memory of Caius and 
Lucius Cselar, being dedicated about this time, ferved to increafe the 
fdemnity. 

Of the Claudian family, on whom the fovereign power feemed 
already to devolve, Germanicus, the grandfon of Livia by Drufus, 

the younger of her fons, was moft in favour with the People. He 

was recommended by an appearance of opennefs and candour in his 



manners, and by the facility with which he engaged, according to 
the cuftom of the antient republic, in the defence of his clients, and 
in pleading their caufes, whether before the emperor himfelf, or be- 
fore the ordinary judges. Tiberius, on the contrary, feemed to 5e 
of a dark and fufpicious temper, and was fuppofed to cover x under 

the appearances of moderation,, which he ftudied to preferve in 

public and in prefence of the emperor, a jealous and cruel difpo- 
fldon. But Livia, who, in the prelent period of her hulband's life, 

had the entire government of him, preferred her fon to her grand- 



Pater, lib. ii. c 120. Dio. Caff. lib. Iw. t. 2£. ** Soeton. quoted by ViCo„ 
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foil, and employed all her influence to make the choice of a fucceflbr c 
fall on Tiberius. 

The emperor, in the mean time, pleafed with the refpite from 
trouble which thefe delegates of his power endeavoured to pro- 
cure for him, repofed himfelf much on their care, and was pleafed 
to be fupplied with every change of amufement or pleafure for which 
it was known that he had any relifh 5 \ He was attended by agree- 
able women, muficians, comedians, and even declaimers on favourite 
topics in philofophy, who made a part of the fcene at the clofe of 
his ordinary meals. At his entertainments he treated the guefts with 
prefents of drefTes, trinkets, or money, and amufed them with lot- 
teries, in which they had chances that intitled them to prizes- 
of different values, or with auctions of pictures, in which, the 
back of the picture being turned to the company, they bid upon 
chance M . 

Of thefe paftimes fome were probably the amulements of the em*' 
peror s old age, and marked the decline of life. In his more vigorous- 
years, we may fuppofe him to have been fufficiently occupied with 
the bufinefs of State, and with the attention which he gave in perfoa 
to every queftion that arofe in the government of fo extenfive an 
empire. Every tranfaction was ftill communicated to him, and dif- 
patched in his name ; but from the fymptoms which he gave of an- 
inclination to retire from affairs, it is probable that his application was 
greatly abated. So long as he was accuftomed to attend the Senate 
in perfon, he generally received, on the days of their meeting, the 
compliments of the members at his own houfe or m the forum ; from 
thence was conducted by them to the place of affembly, and,, before 
they proceeded to bufinefs, commonly went round a circle of thefe 

who were prefent, and fpoke fomewhat obliging to each.. This par*. 

£1 Sueton. In Auguft. c. yu ;1 Ibid. c. 74, 75,. 
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dollar is mentioned, as a proof of his affability and condefcenfion ; 
but was in reality the higheft circumftance of State which he ever 
aflumed. As a private perfon, in the vigour of life, he fuffered 

himfelf to be treated as ah equal, and made one at the entertain- 
ments and parties of pleafure that were made by his friends ; but in 
the decline of life, as he withdrew from the Senate, fo he defired to 
be excufed from receiving the vifits of the members, or even of his 
private friends ; and, under pretence of being much occupied with 
the troubles which ftill fubfifted on the frontiers of the empire, he 
declined going into company upon any occafion whatever ,4 . 

While the emperor thus, in a great meafure, withdrew from the 

public view, the fourth period of ten years, for which he had ac- 
cepted of the government, being about to expire, he again refumed 
his command with the ufual forms, prolonged the tribunitian power 
in the perfon of Tiberius for other five years, and permitted his fon 
Drufus from being Quxftor, to be entered on the lift of Confuls 

without pafling through the rank of Prstor. 

Auguftus, in entering upon this new period of his government, 
in which he was no longer to attend the Senate in perfon, received 
from this body, by a formal act, full powers, with the advice of his 
ordinary council, to determine all queftions of State, and, with the 
concurrence of his adoptive children, to enact laws of equal authority 
with thofe he had formerly paffed in the Senate. Thefe powers he 
had already exercifed ; and we may fuppofe them to have been thus 
formally conferred upon him, chiefly that it might be made to ap- 
pear how far the family of Livia, now included in the fame act, 
were raifed to an avowed participation of the imperial authority. 

The firlt confutations of this new legiflature were employed on 
tht fubject of the penal laws, which having remained without any 



» Dio. Caff. lib. lvi. c 26. 
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conftderable change from the times of the republic, were ftill, in c 

refpett to the forms of trial, better calculated to protect the fubjed 
than to gratify the paffions of the fcvereign. Banhhment, by which, 
under the republic, criminals were at liberty to evade any fentence, 
and which, in reality, had nothing grievous befides the circumftance 
of their being obliged to travel from Rome, and to forego city pre- 
ferments and honours, was, by a regulation now made, rendered 
more fevere, and not fuffered to remain, as the courtiers termed them t . 
a mere elufion of juftice. Under a fentence of banilhment, by this 
regulation, the exile was no longer at liberty to choofe the place of 
his retreat, nor fuffered to retain his effects. He might refide in any 
illand furrounded with fifty miles of fea, and in fome iflands which 
were mentioned, as Cos, Rhodes, Lefbos, and Sardinia, though 
lefs remote j but he was entirely debarred from the continent. 
He was allowed to retain of his eftate, if it amounted to fo much, 

five hundred thoufand fefterces s6 , and might have a fliip of a thou- 
fand amphora and two boats with twenty fervants or ikves ; but 
was not at liberty to pals from one illand to another, nor to change 
the place of his abode . 

So far the tranfition from the jealoufy of the citizen agayift the 

feverities of government, which is a part in the fpirit of liberty, to 
the jealoufy of the prince againft the licence of his fubjecls, which 
equally belongs to monarchy, was abundantly mild ; but even this 
law, under the profpect of its immediate application, gave weight 
to the chains with which every citizen already felt himfelf loaded. 
The fubjefts of profecution that were likely to draw the animadverfion 
of a defpotic court, were not injuries to fociety and offences to human 
nature, which the ingenuous ever wifli to Ihun, as well as to reftrain \ . 

56 About 4000 1. 

" The amphoia, according to Arbuthnot, contained about feven gallons. 

but 
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but rather want of fubimffion or refpect, libels, petulant freedoms, 
and even merit itfelf, if fuch as to excite the jealoufy of fuperiors. 
The new law, indeed, by the directions contained in it to take cog- 
nizance of libels and defamatory publications, under the denomi- 
nation of treafon, feemed to point chiefly at this fpecies of guilt ; but it 
was not the law itfelf, fo much as the arbitrary application of it, that 
was likely to deprive every Roman of that degree of fecurity or per- 
fonal freedom to which he ftill had pretenfions s6 . 

In the feme year mankind had ftill more reafon to be alarmed ; 
Tiberius was affociated with Auguftus in the government, and de- 
clared to have equal power with the emperor himfelf in all the pro- 
vinces within his department On this occafion the new affociate 

in the empire, to raife his confideration and to'amufe the People, 

exhibited no lefs than three feparate triumphal proceflions j at the end 
of which s \ there being fome diforders fubfifting on the fide of Dal- 
matia and Illyricum, which feemed to require his prefence ; and he 
being to fet out for this province, Auguftus was pleafed to accompany 
him on the road to Beneventum. They went to Aftura by land \ 
but as Auguftus, when the wind was favourable, always preferred 
going by water, they embarked at this place, and fteered for the 
coaft of Campania. On their paflage, Auguftus was feized with a 

dyfentery, but continued, as on a party of pleafure, to vifit the dif- 
ferent ifiands in the bay of Naples. At Caprese he pafled fome days 

with uncommon gaiety, and without appearing to fuffer much from 
his diftemper. At Naples he attended the public fports which were 

* 

given upon his arrival. From thence he continued his route to Be- 
neventum, where Tiberius, being to embark at Brundifium, took 

his leave, and the emperor fet out on his return to Rome. But 

ie Dio. Czff. lib. hi. c. 27, 28. Tacit. Ann. lib. i. c. 72. 
« Veil. Facr. lib. ii. c. I2U 58 Ibid. 

finding 



OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC 



finding his ftrength decline on a fudden, he halted at Nola, a place 
in which his family had originally fome poffeffions, and at which his 
father died. From the time of his arrival at this place he refufed to 
^ilten to any bufinefs 5P . On the morning of the iSth of Auguft, he 
alked if his illnefs had caufed any tumults or in fur regions, called fo r 
a mirror, and defired to be dreffed. He faid to xhofe who attended 
him, "What think you now? Have I acted my part properly?" 
then repeated the form with which actors commonly end the repre- 
fentation of a play, defiring the audience, that if the piece was to 
their liking they fhould applaud 60 . " I found," he faid, u a city 
" of brick, and changed it into marble." In this he alluded to his 
policy in the State, as well as to his buildings at Rome. 

Auguftus died at three in the afternoon of the eighteenth of 
Auguft, in the fevcnty-fixth year of his age. His body was 

J 

tranfported from Nola to Bovilla?, carried by the inagiftrates of the 
feveral towns on the route. They moved in the night, and halted 
by day, to avoid the heat of the feafon. At Bovilte it was received 
and carried forward to Rome, by a numerous company of the equef- 
rrian order. 

The Senate met to deliberate on the honours to be paid at the 

funeral ; and the members vied with each other in the propofals 

they made to exalt the dead, and to exprefs their own forrow 61 . Some 

propofed, that the funeral proceffion mould pafs through a triumphal 
arch, preceded by the ftatue of Victory-; and that the ceremony 

mould conclude with a folemn dirge, or fong of grief, to be per- 
formed by the children of all the principal families in Rome. Others 
moved, that on the day of his funeral the noble Romans fhould ex- 
change the gold ring, which was the badge of their rank, for one of 

39 Sueton. in Auguft. c. ico. 60 Ibid. Bl Ibid. 
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iron ; that the afhes fhould be collected from the funeral pile by the 
higheft order of priefts. 

At this funeral, in whatever form it was executed, two orations 
were pronounced ; one by Tiberius, who had been recalled' on the. 
near approach of the emperor s death ; the other by Drufus, the fon 
of Tiberius,, on whom the name and inheritance of Ccelar had now 
devolved. 
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The Will of Attgnjlus. Review of his Reign And of his Cha- 
racter, Tiberius returns to Nolo. IJfues without delay his 

Orders throughout the Empire. /;/ the Senate affects Rcluclanct 

4o charge himfelf with the Government. Mutiny in Panama- 

On the Rhine. Second Mutiny on the A nival of Deputies from 

'the Senate. Jmpofure of Clemens. Plot of Li bo. De~ 

fcription of Tiberius. Death of Cermanicus And Trial of 

fa. 



UGUSTUS had made his will about fixteen months before chat. 
^A. he died, bequeathing two thirds of his eftate to Tiberius, v - 



the other third to Livia, with an injunction to take the names of 
Julia and Augufta. In fucceffion to Livia and her fon he fubftituted 
the younger Drufus, the fon of Tiberius, for a third j and over- 
looking Claudius, one of the fons of the cider Drufus, and grandfon 

of Livia, he bequeathed the remainder to the brother, Germanicus 
Ca»far, and his offspring, already confiding of three fons and as 
many daughters To this numerous lift of heirs he fubftituted an 
oftentatious catalogue of principal citizens and Senators. But per- 
fifted fo much in his feverity to the unhappy Julia, as to forbid her 
a place in his monument. As a legacy to be diftributed to the Ro- 
man People, he bequeathed four millions of fefterces, or about thirty- 
three thoufand pounds ftcrling : as a fund for the tribes or wards of 
the city, to defray their respective corporation expences, he be- 
queathed three millions five hundred thoufand fefterces, or about 

1 The three Tons were Nero, Drufus, and Caius or Caligula; the three daughters Ajrip- 
plua, DrufUIa, and-Livia orLivilla. 

3 O 2 ' twenty- 
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BOOK twenty-nine thoufand one hundred and fixty-fix pounds fterling 5 to 

j die Prstorian bands one thoufand fefterces, or about eight pounds 
fterling a man ; to the Cohorts of the city five hundred, or about 
four pounds fterling a man ; to the Legions three hundred, or about 
two pounds ten millings a man \ Thefe fums he ordered to be paid 
immediately ; leaving money in his coffers fuff.cient for this purpofe 
Other legacies, of which fome did not exceed a hundred and fixty, 

or a hundred and feventy pounds fterling, he directed to be paid 

at different times, and alleged the fcantinefs of his eftate, from which 

his heirs were not likely to draw above a hundred and fifty millions 
Roman money, or about one million three hundred thoufand pounds 
fterling. The fums which he had received in legacies, amounting 

to about eleven millions fterling, he had expended in public works. 

After his will was read, four feparate memorials were produced. 
The firft contained inftru&ions for his funeral ; the fecond^a lift of 
the actions which he wifhed to have recorded on his tomb ; the 
third, a ftate of the republic, including the military eftablifhment, 
die diftribution of the legion?, the revenue, the public difburfements, 
the money actually lodged in the treafury, the arrears of taxes that 
were due, with a reference to the perfons in whofe hands the vouchers 
were to be found. 

* 

The fourth memorial' contained political infractions or maxims, 
In which he diffuaded the people from the too frequent manumiffion 
cf Save?, and from the too eafy adrnifiion of foreigners to the dig- 

■ 

niry of Roman citizens ; and recommended filling offices of State 
with perfons of experience and reputation. The public- fervice, he 
ebiervcu, never ftiould be entrufted to a fingle officer, nor all the 
rowers of the commonwealth be fuffered to accumulate in the hands 
.-•t Miy one perfon. Such exclufive trufts, he faid, muft' lead to 

5 Dio. Cz:T. lib. hi. c. Tacit. Annal. lib. i. c. 8. 
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abufe, and end in a fcarcity of perfons fit to be employed. Such 

were the arguments of Catulus and Cato, when they pleaded againft 
the exorbitant powers ' of Pompey and Coefar ; and the reafonings 
now afcribed to Auguftus feem to be borrowed from theirs, and with 
too little regard to the difference of perfons and times. 

It is faid, that in this memorial the emperor concluded with an. 

injunction not to attempt any farther conqueft, or any farther ex- 
tcnfion of the empire \ 

Such are the principal circumftances upon record, from which we 
are able to collect the character of this celebrated reign. The im- 
mediate effects of it, in many parts, appear to have been fplendid and 
falutary. Among thefe we are to reckon the ceiTation of wars, and" 
reformation of government in the Roman provinces,. Under this 
eftablifhment, inftead of the Confute, who, being annually elected by 
the People, as often renewed the paflion of their country for war 
and conqueft, there began a fucceffion of emperors who were ad- 
dicted to floth and fehfuality, more than to ambition ; or if difpofed 
to war, who in youth, or in fome particular period-, of life, .exhaufted 

their paflion for military fame, and became from thenceforward a 
powerful reftraint on the ambition > of their own officers. Thefe 
they confidered as rivals and objects of jealoufy, or as dangerous in- 

ftruments, ever ready to involve them in wars abroad, to difturb - 
their government at home, or to divert their revenue from thofe 
pleafurable applications in which they wifhed to employ it. 

Whatever was loft to citizens of rank or high pretenfion at Rome, 
by the eftablifhment of the monarchy, was gained to the other fub- 
jects of the empire. The provinces, from being the temporary pro- 
perty of individuals, and ftript to enrich a fucceffion of mafters, 
became the continued fubjects of a fovereign, who, as often as lie 

3 Dio, Cafl". lib. Ivi. c. 32, T,cit. Aniial. lib. i. c. 8. 
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underftood his own intereft, protected them againft the oppreffion of 
his officers, and fpared or nurfed them as a continual fource of re- 
venue and of power to himfelf 

While thefe defirable effects naturally refulted from the new efta- 
bliihment, many circumftances of great luftre in the hiftory of the 
^ge were afcribed to the fovereign. The feeds of ingenuity and of 
liberal arts, which had been fown, and which were already fprung 
up with fo much vigour under the republic, now began to be reaped 
in a plentiful harveft 

Literature, and all the more agreeable fruits of ingenuity, received 
under the firft Emperor a peculiar degree of attention and encou- 
Tagement. Auguftus was hirafelf a proficient in letters, or, willing 
to be ainufed with the purfuits of the learned, read his own produc- 
tions in the circle of his friends $ and, what is more difficult for an 

author, heard without jealoufy the compofitions of others, by which 
his own were probably far excelled. He had Javcd from the wreck 

of his enemy's party, protected from the oppreffion of his own, and 
ielecled, as his favourites, the mod ingenious men of the timed 4 . By 

i 

his munificence to thefe, his own name, as well as that of his mi- 

nifter, ha? become proverbial in the hiftory of letters, and is deeply 

inferibed on monuments which can never perlm, except by lbme 

calamity fatal to mankind. 

The "provinces greatly diverfilied in refped to fituation, climate, 

and foil, as well as in refpecc to the arts which they feverally pof- 
fefTed, having the bench: of general peace,' and" the prote&icn of n 
common fovereign, reaped the advantage of an eafy communication 

and a flourifhing trade. All the furplus wealth of the more cultivated 
parts of the earth being drawn to the capital, and heingat the difpofal 
-of fmglemen, was expended in works of magnificence, and if net 

* Hcrace was fa\ed frcrn the route of the republican party at Philippi ; and Virgil, from 
za-o g ihc iuncrer; ejeficd frcni thcir^f *or»?r;y, to make w ay ferine army of Czfiir. 

I of 
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of utility, at leaft of fplendid caprice. From this fund, were ereded 1 
thofe magnificent fabrics, of which the ruins ftill mark the place on 
which flood the capital of the weftern world. The empire, at the 
fame time, in all its parts,, received thofe improvements which are 
the ordinary attendants of opulence and peace. The lands were cul- 
tivated ; cities were built, adorned, or enlarged. 

The rough and vigorous hands by which this great empire- was • 
formed, had carried the balance and the fword of ftate before they 
could manage the tools of the more ordinary and inferior arts, and 
had given empire to their country, before they had provided for 

themfelves the ordinary means of accommodation or pleafure. A . 
Roman citizen was not an artift, but he was a man fit to command 
every artift. He was poffeffed of courage, penetration, fagacky, and 
all the advantages which conftirute the perfonal fuperiority of one 
man over another.. As a warrior and ftatefman, he was the reverie 
of thofe ingenious and feeble fubjects, of whom each profeffes a par- ■ 
ticular part in the fcience or practice of human .affairs, but of whom 
none is qualified to direct the whole. 

In proportion, however, as -this nation of matters forced into their 

fervice the induftrious and the learned in different parts of the earth,, 

the practitioners of every art, . and the profeffors of every fcience 

flocked to the capital. Their productions, though fpurned and rejected 
at firft, were received by degrees, arid in the reign of Auguftus found . 

the moft ample rewards. By thefe means, the practice of every art 

was introduced at Rome, even Romans were taught to become ar-- 

tifts and mechanics, and, by following^ multiplicity of inferior pur- 

i 

fuits and occupations, were taught to. lower the haughty fpirit of. 
the conquerors of the world, to the level of the nations they had ' 
fubdued. 

In the times immediately preceding the civil wars, foreign letters, . 
though fondly received by many of the firft citizens of Rome, were 

ftill 
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frill a novelty, and confidered by the People as a foppifli affectation. 

But the leaders in this famion being the firft officers and greateft men 
of the State, as "Lucullus, Cicero, Cato, and Csefar; fuch illuf- 
trious examples icon removed every prejudice, and engaged, in the 
-puriuit of learning, every talent that could be diverted from the more 

violent purl u its of ambition or pleafure. 

The civil wars for fome time retarded the progrefs of letters ; but 
when brought to an end, left the public in poffeflion of the bias it 
had received. O&avius himfelf having, in his youth, received this 
bias, was probably in his patronage of the learned, more led by in- 
clination, and lefs by mere policy, than he was in other parts of the 

conduct with which he gained the favourable opinion of the world. 

He loved corre&nefs and accuracy in all his compofitions, and never 
delivered his mind on any ferious matter, even in his own family, 
without memorials or written notes. 

Although the effects of this reign, therefore, in many of the par- 
ticulars we have mentioned, were the fequel of mere peace, and of 

the refpite which the world began to enjoy from the diforders with 

which it had been lately afflicted, much likewife may be afcribed to 
the perfonal character of the prince. After the fecure eftablifhment 
of power, his government began to be diftinguiihed by appear- 
ances of moderation and juftice, fupported, in this part of his life 

with a regular and ordinary tenor, which does not warrant any doubt 
of his iinceritv, or any fufpicion of an intention to impofe upon the 
world, fome purpofc different from that which he profeffed to have 
in view. 

In his character of legiflator, he generally fubmitted his intended 
fc&s to public infpccYion, encouraged perfons of *very defcription to 
offer amendments, and ibmetimes adopted thofe which were offered 
to him \ In the exercile of the executive power, he took the affift- 

i Pp. Ca:T. \\K liii. c. :i. 
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ance of a chofen council, with whom he deliberated on the ordi- c 
nary meafures of ftate. In accepting of the honours which were 
offered to him, he checked inftances of extreme fervility, and ac- 
quitted himfelf with great liberality or moderation in the ufe of the 
powers, which the flattery of dying perfons frequently gave him 
over their families and eftates* He became the guardian, rather than 
the coheir, of the orphans, with whom he was joined in the fathers 
will. Some he put in the immediate pofTelhon of the whole inherit- 
ance ; others, while under age, he treated as his wards, and brought 
tip with every advantage to the enjoyment of their fortunes, which 

they often received with confiderable additions, made either by his 
care or by his bounty. 

But what is of all other circumftances moft peculiarly char acleriftic 
of this reign, was the judgment and addrefs with which the Emperor 
reprelfed the licence of the military, to whom he owed his own eleva- 
tion the artful policy by which he affe&ed to reftore fome fragments 
of the civil government that he himfelf had broken clown, and the 

ciution with which he retained the chandler and profeffion of a civil 

magiftrate and of a citizen, while he governed as matter. Joined to 
thefe, we may reckon the able choice which he made of officers fit 
to be trufted in the different departments -of the public fervice; the 

conftancy with which he perfevered in employing them, and the 

liberality with which he made them feel that the profperity of his 

■ 

fortunes was their own. While he gave thefe indications. of a great 
mind, and poffefled thefe powerful fupports of a profperous life, he 
difpenfed with- much of the ikttery that is paid to princes, and ill 
converfation encouraged the manners of a free and equal fociety \ 

How then are we to decide upon : his character, marked by api 
pearances . of perfidy, cruelty, and even of cowardice in- fome parte . 

* Dio. Ca/T, lib. Ivi. c. 4 j. 
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of his life, diftinguimcd by moderation, clemency, and fteadlnefs 
in other parts of it ? Are we to fuppofe what the Emperor Julian in- 
finuates 7 , that Octavius received in the later period of his life new 
lights, was become a new man, and that, by the ieffons of Zeno, at 
an earlier period, this Cameleon might have fixed his colour, and 
been from the firft, what he appeared to be in the laft ftate of his for- 
tunes, a real friend to mankind ? The authority of Julian, no doubt, 
is highly refpeSable ; but if a peribn in youth carry the marks of a 
bad difpofition, and deliberately commit atrocious actions when his 
iitfereft required them, we are ftill warranted to queftion the fmce- 
rity of his converfion, though, in a different ftate of his intereft, even 
the whole tenor of his life mould change. 

Oetaviiis does not appear to have had from nature, in any high 
degree, thole difpofitions to benevolence or malice which are the 
great diftinguifliing principles of virtue and vice. He feems to 
have been indifferent to mankind } I at defirous of confideration and 

power, as objects' of intereft to himfelf. His ruling paffion was a 

defire to reign. In his way to this end, he committed many crimes; 
but having once effected his purpofe, he had no other criminal dif- 
pofitions to gratify : or, after he was fovereign, ftanding in awe of a 

free lpirit which he durft not infult, he, either from inclination cr 

pclicv, and probably in part from both, preferred, as it is furprifing 

that every one elie does not prefer, the proper ufe of his power to 
trie abufe cf it. 

Upon this principle, in a life fo varied as that of Octavius, appear- 
ances of cruelty and of clemency, of caution and of enterprife, of 
-violence and of moderation, may have equally found a. place in the 
t£urie of his actions. And in his perfon, we may read the fame 
chara&er of ambitious defign, when he affe&ed to join the Senate in 

% 

7 Vid. Czlars of Julian* 
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reftoring the .republic, or when he figned a warrant for the murder 
of thofe wlio were inclined to fupport that form of government ; 
when he courted the protection of Gicero againft Antony, of When 
he facrificed the life of Cicero to the refentments of his enemy- 
when he made or broke off his treaties of marriage, and fought for 

aids to his ambition, even in the choice of his licentious amours ; 
when he pardoned, and when he executed thofe who Were detected 
in defigns againft his own life. 

If we ftate ourfelves therefore as judges on the folemh appeal" 
which Auguftus on his death-bed made to the fenfe of the world, it 
is probable, that as he was in fome degree able to redeem,, in the ad- 

miniftration of his fovereignty, the enormities which he had com- 
mitted in obtaining it, we mail not beftow upon him neither the 
epithets of reproach and of infamy, which he appears to have deferved 

in the early period of his life, nor thofe terms of encomium and 
praifc, which he feems to have merited in the longer and more ele- 
vated parts of his reign. Neither the friend nor the enemy of man~ 
kind, he was, by his perfonal and interefted ambition, the caufe of 
harm and of good ; but upon the whole, if the hiftory of the efta- 
blifhment made by him were to terminate with his own life ; if the 
tranquillity of his reign be compared with the troubles of the pre- 
ceding period ; it will furnifh, to thofe who contend for the prefer- 
ence of defpotical government, an occafion of triumph. 

Juftice and peace are at all times the great objects of attention and 
care to mankind ; but the degree in which they can be obtained, 
and the means which may be employed to obtain them,, are different 
in different circumftances ; different on the fuppofition of fmall or ex- 
tensive ftates, of poor or of rich nations ; an J, in fome circumftances, 
they may no doubt be better obtained by the wifdom and' difcretion 
of a fingle perfon, than by any fyftem of public councils or popular 
aiTemblies, which the people to be governed are themfelves fit to 

3 P a compofe. 
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£Ompofe. When this is the cafe, it is fortunate that fingle men are 
found, who, without any criminal inclinations, are willing to un- 
dertake the government of nations. A fuccefiion of fuch characters, 
indeed, is more than human nature, by any known rule of fubftitu- 
tica, whether by inheritance or by election, can continue to furnifh. 

It is well, if, in a feries of ages, where the government of the world 
is committed to the dilcretion of an individual, the good in any de- 
gree compenfate the bad. 

As Auguflus had, to the laft moment of his reign, affected to hold 
-the fovereignty by a mere temporary appointment, he could not, in 
confidence with his own profeilions, either name a fucceffor, or dif- 
poie of the empire as the inheritance of his family. At his death, 

therefore, fome perfons might hope to fee the commonwealth re- 

ftored ; others might wifh to fee the late conteft for dominion re- 
vived, and many queftions might have arifen, that would have in- 
volved the empire infrem trouble. Thefe queftions, however, with 
the projects or hopes that might be founded upon them, were in a 
great meafure prevented, by the precaution which Livia had taken 

in having her ion Tiberius, during the lifetime of the late Emperor, 
aiTcciated with himfelf in the government. 

When Auguftus was feized with his laft illnefs, Tiberius, in 

the capacity of his affeciate in the empire, as has been men- 
tioned, let cut for the armies in Dalmatia; but he received on 
his wav, a meffage from his mother, intimating the laft fympt6ms of 
approaching death in her hufband. Upon this intimation, he re- 
turned to Nola, and arrived either before Auguftus expired, or be- 
fore his death was publicly known ; and having given out, that, in 
a conference with that experienced prince, he had received his laft 
;nftrucrions for the government of the empire 8 , he took hold of the 

• Sueton. in vit. Tiber, c. 21, 
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reins the moment the other was fuppofed to have dropped them, 

affumed his ufual imperial guards, and, by fending orders to all the 
provinces and military ftations, took updn him to continue the fame 
model of government, without any ceffation or interval whatever 9 . 

The new Emperor, with the ufual precaution to ftifle competitors, 
ordered Agrippa, the furviving grandfon of Auguftus, to be put to 
death, and took every other effectual meafure tofecurehis own acceffion. 
At the fame time, either in imitation of the cautious policy of the 
late Emperor, or in purfuance of that hypocrify and cMimulation 
to which he himfelf had been long accuftonied, and to which he 
was naturally inclined, he afrc&ed, in his correfpondence with the 
Senate, to pay the utmoft deference to their authority, and, in his 
letters, took care to employ all the model! expreffions of a private 

citizen. 

Being Tribune of the People, he ventured only in this capacity, 

he faid, to call upon the Senate to give their orders refpe&ing the 

funeral of Auguftus. For his own part, he had taken his place by 
the corpfe of the deceafed, and in nothing elfe could take any public 
function upon him. The Senate, he continued, would be pleafed 
to order die guards that might be neceiTary to prefervc the peace, 
and they would take every other precaution for the regular perform- 
ance of this folemn duty. 

When the funeral was over, and the Senate was afTembled for the 
opening of the will and memorials of the late -Emperor, Tiberius 
delivered himfelf in a voice, interrupted with fighs and tears ; he ob- 
ferved, that a heavy burden, by the death of the only perfon who 
was able to bear it, had .iOW devolved upon them all ; that having 
himfelf been admitted to fome fhare in the government, he had- 

learned how arduous a tafk it was to be charged with the whole of 



* Tacit. Annal. lib, i. c. j. 
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it,- and had learned to make a proper efUmate of his own abilities 'V 
but that in a fkte which could boaft of fo many illuftrious men, they 
could not be limited in their choice, nor obliged to commit to one, 
what was fufficient to occupy the talents and abilities of many. 

While he ipeke to this purpofe, and obferved the afpect of his 
audience, frowning particularly upon thofe who gave any figns of 
silent, his known reputation for falfehood, the inconfiftence of his 

actions with the profefiions which he now made, the murder of 
Agrippa, and the military guard which attended his pcrfon, ef- 
fectually preferred the members vrho were prefent from becoming 
the dupes of a diffimulation, which it was equally dangerous to re- 
ject too abruptly,, or to miftake for finceriry. 

Mod of the members, though fufficiently trained in the fchool 

of Auguitus, to know the part they were to act on fuch occafions, 
had not yet performed this part epon fuch dangerous ground. They 
affected to believe that Tiberius was fincere, lamented that there 
Ihould be any reluctance to accept of the government in the only 

perfon who was qualified to undertake it,- and they befeeched him 
not to dele it the republic in this extremity,. 

As the Senators vied with each other in thefe feigned importuni- 
ties, Tiberius feeraed to be diftrefled, though not perfuaded ; and after 
he had remained feme time undecided, in the end, as weary and 
iilenced, though not convinced, he withdrew without making any 
reply, or without waiting for any formal refolution of the Senate. 

In palling through the crowd, he was heard to fay, "'That a heavy 
41 load indeed had been laid on his moulders, but that it could net 

" be expeaed he was to bear it for ever ; that old age at leaft muft 

^ loon entitle him to refpite. ir At the fame time, thofe who were 

fuppofed to be moft in his confidence,, gave out, that liis concern 



** Vsrie di&rebat dc magnitude imperii, fua modeflia. Taci t. 
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for the public, and the intreaties of the Senate, had prevailed upon 
him to accept of the government 3 but the ridicule, which it was not 
permitted the Senators to obferve, was feized by the People. M Few 
u men," it was faid, " can perform all that they undertake ; but this 
" man, with a wonderful modefty, refufes to undertake even what 
" he performs 

While Tiberius, with fo much palpable and even unneceffary craft, 

acted this farce in the Senate, his title to the.fovereignty underwent 
a more ferious difcuffion in the provinces. The legions which were 
pofted in different ftations, though long confined under the authority 
of an able reign to the ftridtelt duties and ordinary advantages of 
their profefiion, flill retained the impreffion of their own importance, 
and of their power to difpofe of the empire. They recollected what 
fome of them might have feen, and all of them had heard, of times 
in which they were courted by their leaders, retained with prefents or 
gratuities, and rewarded at the expiration of their fervice with grants 
of land, and fettlements in the richeft and raoft cultivated diftricts of 

Italy. They had waited with impatience for an opportunity to give 
a new matter to the world, and hoped that, in performing this fer- s 

vice, they might recover their confequence, and be entitled to rewards, 
fuch as military men had formerly received. 

It cannot be doubted, that if there had been any officer at the head 
of the principal armies on the Rhine or the Danube, prepared to 
avail himfclf of this dilpofition of the army, the fword in the pre- 
sent, as in many other inftanccs, rauft have decided who was to fuc- 
ceed in the throne of Cxfar ; but Auguftus having, in -the choice 
of provincial and military commanders, guarded againft any danger 
to his own government, had by the fame means provided for the ie- 
ourity of his fucceffors. The peifons he employed, befides thofe of 
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his own family, who depended entirely upon himfelf, were, for the 
moftpart, men cf moderate ambition or mean pretenfions; fo that 
there was not now any perfon of rank prepared to take part in the 
revolts of the armv. 

Germanicus, the nephew and adopted fon of Tiberius, might, by 
his popularity and by his pretenfions, have become a formidable rival 
to his uncle, but was reftrained by his moderation and the fenfe of 

# 

his duty. A mutinous fpirit neverthelefs broke out firft in Panonia, 
where three legions were commanded by Junius Bkefus ; and after- 
wards on the Rhine, where a great divifion of the Roman armies, 
confifting of eight legions, were diftributed in different ftations, 
under the chief command of Gerraanicus himfelf. 

The troops, not having at any of their ftations perfbns who were 
qualified to direct their difcontents againft the fucceffion of Tiberius, 
clamoured only for an augmentation of pay, and an earlier dif- 

charge from the fervice, than, by the regulations of the former reign, 

they were allowed to expect " Doomed," they faid, " to drag 

" out a life of hard fervice for thirty or forty years, and at the end, 

" as their reward, to be banifhed to fome barren mountain or fickiy 

" morafs, which, under the name of a fettlement or grant of land, 

" they were required to cultivate or to drain, it was time that fome 

" regard mould be paid to their merit?, fome relief provided for 

H their fufierings." They contrafted their own condition, for ever 
ftationed in the prefence of ferocious enemies, and fubfifting on ten 
Afles a dav, with that of the Pnetorian bands, having double their 
pav, and placed at eafe amidft all the comforts and pleafures of the 
capital. 

Excited by thefe confiderations, the legions in Panonia refufed to 
take the oath of allegiance to the new Emperor, until their griev- 
ances Ihould be redrefTed. They fecured their colours, fet at liberty all 

thofe who were confined for any military crime, and ceafed to obey 

2 their 
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their officers, or to pay any regard to the ordinary duties and forms 
•f the fervice. 

Tiberius, though greatly alarmed, and fenfible that this attack on 
his authority only needed a fit. leader at the head of a few legions 
to reach him in the capital, and to fupplant him in the empire, 
difguifed his apprehenfions, [and propofing to foothe the difcon- 
tents of the army, deputed to their quarters his own fon Drufus, ac- 
companied by Elius Sejanus, a young man already aflbciated with his 
father Sejanus, in the command of the Prcetorian bands. 

Thefe young men, in the capacity of commhTioners, attended by 
manyperfons of rank and confideration from the city, efcorted by 
two cohorts of chofen men, together with the greater part of the 
Pratorian cavalry and the German horfe, which ufually attended 
the perfon of the Emperor, fet out on their rniflion. They were 

I 

furniflied with a letter to be read at the head of the troops, but were 

empowered, without any fpecific inftructions, to take fuch raeafures 
as the occafion might fuggeft. Having effected their march into 

Panonia, and approaching the ftation of the mutinous legions, they 

were received in the front of the camp by the whole body, but with 
an afpect rather of contumacy, than of refpect or of duty. 

The fon of the Emperor was conducted to the platform, 
from which it was ufual for the troops to receive the commands, 
and to hear the addrefles of their general. Having with fome dif- 
ficulty procured filence, he produced the letter which he had brought 
from his* father, and which he had in charge to be communicated 
to the legions. 

In this letter, Tiberius endeavoured to flatter and to foothe the 
difcontents of the army ; but to avoid committing himfelf too far, 
fpoke of his intentions in general and ambiguous terms. " He might 

" afliire thefe brave legions, 5 ' he faid, " with whom he himfelf had 
" fo often acted, that they were the principal objects of his care ; 

Vol. III. 3 . " that 
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u that as foott as he fhould recover his mind from his prefent grief, 

u he would move the Senate to take their juft pretentions under con- 
u fiderarion ; that, in the mean while, he had fent his own fon in 
" order, without lofs of time, to accommodate them in every thing 
c that depended on himfelf ; that many things muft he referred to 
" the Senate, a wife and experienced council, who were not likely 
" to withhold the proper indulgence from thofe who remained in 
" the difcharge of their duty, or to fail in the neceflary rigour to 
" thofe who ventured to depart from it." 

After this letter was read, a centurion, who had undertaken to 
anfwer for the legions, made a demand in their name, that their pay 
mould be fixteen AfTes a day inftead of ten, and that they mould be 
entitled to their difcharge at the end of fixteen yean, without being 
obliged, in the ufual way, after they were fuppofed difqualified for 
the ordinary fatigues of the fervice, ftill to remain with their 
colours. 

To thefe demands, Drums declined giving any anfwen, " The mat- 
u ter mould be reported to his father," he faid, " and referred to the 
K Senate." Upon this reply, a general clamour arofe. " Wherefore 
" was he come, if not entrufted to relieve the army ? He had no 
" powers to relieve, but he had unlimited powers to diftrefs, and 
u to punHh. So the father himfelf was accuftomed to ferve them, 
i4 while he came to elude the prayers of the foldiers, by referring 
" them to fome one elfe, who was at a diftance. Are we never " 
they faid,. " to fee the face of the Emperor I Is he to punifli at dif- 

u cretion, but never to reward without confent of the Senate ? Our 

u rewards, it feems, are to be carefully weighed and confidered ; 
u but our fatigues and our punifhments, are to be dealt without 
** balance or meafure." 

In this difpofition the affembly broke up, and the foldiers went 

soving about in diforderiy parties, infulting their officers, and affect- 
ing 
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!ng to treat the authority of the Emperor himfelf with contempt. 

Their prefumption, however, was fuddenly checked at night by an 
eclipfe which took place in the moon, and which, in their fiiperfti- 

tious way of interpreting natural appearances, formed an emblem of 

their own fituation, and by its event was to prognofticate the fequel 

* 

of their prefent attempts. Their defpondence, during the progrefs of 
the eclipfe, kept pace with the diminution of the moon's light; and, as 
at the time of the greateft objuration, the fky itfelf was overcaft 
with clouds, and every light fuppreft in the total darknefs of aftormy 

night, they received this event as a fupernatural prefage of their 
own fate, and in defpair retired to their tents. They were foon af- 
terwards perfwaded to reftore the colours which they had removed 
from their place ; and, in order to avert the evils with which they 
were threatened, to make feafonable offers of fubmuTion to the 
Prince. 

It was therefore thought proper, that Drufus fliould inftantly avail 
himfelf of this favourable change, and, as much as poflible, facilitate 
the return of the troops to their duty. For this purpofe^ he called 
them again to the place of audience, treated their mutiny as a tran- 
fient fit of humour which was paft, and gave them to underftand, 
that although he was not to be awed by their threats, lie was moved 
by their dutiful and fubmiffive behaviour ; that he fhould difpatch an 
officer with their requefts to the Emperor, and fhould join his own 
intreaties to procure them immediate attention, and to obtain every 
favour that might be confiftent with the order of the fervice. 

After the departure of this meffenger, the expectations of the le- 
gions were fixed entirely upon the return he fliould bring, and on 
the effed of the young Caefar's interpofition in their favours. In the 
meantime, the officers having -refumed their command, and being 

obeyed in all the ordinary duties and forms of the camp, propofed 
to exert their authority in ftifling the remains of a mutinous fpi- 
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lit, which had fo far fubfided. They accordingly gave orders to 
feize, and to punifli the principal authors of the late diforders. 

* 

Under this exertion of power, the troops became as tame and fub- 

mihive, as they had lately been refra&ory and ferocious. To figna- 
Kze their zeal, fome of the mod guilty became the informers and 
infiruments of juftice againft their own accomplices ; and the hu- 
mour from which this revolt proceeded, having funk as it rofe, 
without any rational plan, the mutiny appeared to be fo intirely fup- 

preffed, and the difcipline of the legions fo effectually restored, that 
Drufus, with his company and the efcort which attended them, 
departed for Italy, without waiting for the return of the officer he 
had difpatched to the Emperor ,5 . 

Thefe diforders however were not peculiar to the troops in Pano- 
nia, they broke out with more violence, and a more dangerous ten- 
dency among thofe of the German frontier- On this fide, eight le- 
gions were placed at two feparate ftations 5 one divifion under Ce- 
cina, on the borders of the low countries ; the other under Caius 
Silius, on -the Upper Rhine, both under the orders of Germanicus, 
who being adopted into the family of Csefar, had been veiled by 
Auguftus with the command of thefe armies, and with the prefi- 
dency of Gaul. This young man had married Agrippina, the 
daughter of Agrippa and of Julia Augufta, by whom he had a nu- 

merous ifiiie, a circumilance generally attended with great popular 

favour among the Romans. He was now attended in his province 

by his wife Agrippina, with Caius, afterwards better known by the 
name of Caligula, the youngeft of his three fons, now carried in the 
arms of the mother. He himfelf being extremely acceptable to the 
army, and to the people of the provinces, it was not doubted, that 
if the empire were to be difpofed of, he would have had the willies 



Tacit. A anal* lib. i. c. 50, 

of 



OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. 



of mankind in his favour; and he became upon this account a prin- C 
cipal object of jealoufy to his adoptive father. 

The troops that were ftationed on the borders of the low conn- - 
tries under Cccina, comprehended the legions which had been haftily 
levied, and which, in order the fooner to replace the army that 
perilhed with Varus in the unfortunate expedition beyond the Rhine, 
had been formed ' without the ufual felection. Being in a great 
meafure compofed of emancipated Haves, and other perfons of mean 

t 

condition, they had not'yet imbibed the fentiments of national and 
military honour, which Auguftus endeavoured to preferve in the le- 
gions. They confidered themfelves, at the death of that Emperor, 
as difcharged from their military oath. They rofc againft their of- 
ficers, killed moft of the Centurions, and forced Cecina, with the 
Tribunes,- to withdraw from their rage.' 

The authors of this revolt, probably, flattered themfelves that Ger- 
manicus, although he did not at firft openly countenance their 
mutiny, might however give way to their defires, and fuffer himfelf 
to be elevated by their means to the throne of Gefar. To preferve 
the appearances of order, until they mould receive his commands, 
they appointed officers to act in place of thofe they had killed, per- 
formed moft of the ufual military duties, mounted the ordinary 

guards, and took the ftated precautions, as in the prefence of an 
enemy, for the fafety and peace of their camp. 

Germanicus, when the accounts of this alarming tranfaction were 
brought to him, was occupied in the affairs of the province, and in . 
adminiftering the oaths of allegiance on the acceflion of Tiberius. ■ 
Senfible that his own high pretenfions expofed him to be fufpected 
of having encouraged thefe diforders, he repaired without delay to 
the camp, from which Cecina had been obliged to fly. Upon his 

approach, he was met by the legions \ but inftead of the refpectfiil 
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B 0 <> K filence that was ufual in receiving their commander In chief, was fa- 
luted with cries of difcontent, and a mixture of expoftulation and 

infuit. He was followed by a multitude in the utmoft confufion, to 
that part of the camp at which it was ufual to harangue the army. 
That he might obferve the different parts of his audience, or, in cafe 
any innilt wore offered, that he might diftinguiih the divifion from 
whence it came, he gave the fignal for the whole to draw up in their 
legions and cohorts, and to difplay their colours. 

So long as he fpoke of the veneration due to the memory of Au- 

guftus, and of the glories acquired at the head of thefe very legions 
by the prefent Emperor himlelf, he was heard with refpecl: and at- 
tention ; but when he touched on their want of duty, his voice could 



heard 



called 



their fervices ; others complained of the fcantinefs of their pay, of 

their toilfome marches, of their 'hard labour in forming entrench- 
ments, and in rearing magazines of wood and of forage. " We 
u have followed our colours," faid foine of the veterans, " above 
" thirty years : Is death the only termination to be hoped for our 
" labours ?" They called for the legacy, which they heard was be- 
queathed to them by Auguftus : they invited the prince to declare 
himfelf fovereign of the empire, and offered to fupport his pretenfions 
with their fwords. 

On this propofal, Gerraanicus, as if feized with horror, came 

down from the platform on which he flood, and was haftening to 

retire, when numbers interpofed to flop him. " My duty to the . 

" Emperor," he faid, " is more precious to me than my life ;" and 
and at thefe words, drawing his fword, he turned the point of it 
towards his own breaft Some of thofe who were near, laid hold of 

his arm; others called out, let him Jirtke * 9 and one, in particular, 

reaching his fword, laid, tah this ; // is Jharptr than your own. 
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It is not to be queftioned, that Germanicus might have led this 
army into Italy, and with a general confent placed himfelf at the 
Bead of the empire ; but he feems to have apprehended the rights of 
facceffion in the prefent Emperor, with all the refpeft and fidelity 

that accompany the fentiments of loyalty and duty, under monarchies 
already eftabliftied. Being defirous to withdraw from the tumult, 
and a way being made for him by the officers of his train, he re- 
tired to deliberate on the prefent alarming ftate of affairs. 

The leaders of this mutiny were about to open a correfpondence 

with the legions on the Upper Rhine. The enemy were in fight on 
the oppofite banks of the river, and ready to take advantage of 

thefe di (tractions. Some of the officers prefent gave it as their 
©pinion, that an army fhould be formed from the provincial cohorts 
to overawe the legions ; but this was rejected by others, as likely to- 
end in a civil war. Severity, it was obferved by fome, might ex- 
afperate ; conceffion, it was faid by others, might breed infolence ; . 
and the fervice was equally expofed to fuffer, whether the troops 
were indulged in all their demands, or in none. It was fuggefted at 
laft, that by a little artifice, without committing the authority of the 
Emperor, the demands of the army might be fatisfied. For this 
purpofe,. it was propofed that a letter fhould be feigned,, as from Ti- 
berius, fo dated, that in writing it he could not be fuppofed to know 
of the diforder which now took place ; that in this letter, he ffiould 
be perforated, as declaring, by a voluntary aft of goodnefs, his in- 
tention to double the legacy bequeathed by Auguftus ; to fix the en- 
tire period of fervice at twenty years,, and. that of the ordinary 
duties at fixteen 13 



,J A Roman foldier, after he was exempted from the ordinary duties of the camp, wa6' 
retained, at his colours to encounter the enemy. 
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A letter to this purpofe being accordingly produced, the artifice 
was fufpe&ed, but the terms were agreed to, provided that the le^ 

gacies were inftantly paid; that thofe who had ferved twenty years 
fhould be difcharged, and thofe who had ferved fixteen years, fhouid 
fce exempted as veterans from the ordinary duties of the camp. 

Many were accordingly difcharged, and the more clamorous were 
paid up their fliare of the legacy, with fuch money as could be col- 
lected among the attendants of the prince. Others were perfwaded 
to fuffer a delay of payment, until they fhould come into quarters 

for the winter. % 

From this ftation, Germanicus repaired to that of the Upper 

Rhine, where with lefs trouble, and by means of the fame gratuities, 
he prevailed on the legions of that divifion to withdraw into quarters. 
A mutiny of the troops on the Wefer had broke out at the* fame 
time ; but was fuppreffed by the courage and ability of the officer at 
their head. 

It appears, that Tiberius, on hearing of thefe mutinies on the 
Rhine and the Wefer, had recourfe to the Senate, and wifhed to 

avail hi mfelf of their authority in reftoring the difcipline of the army. 
He probably meant, in the name of this body, to inflict the neceffary 
feveriries, while he referred to himfelf the more popular office of 
granting indulgences, or of making fome gracious conceffions. 

A committee of the Senate, of whom one Munatius Plancus is 

mentioned as the head, was accordingly fent to the quarters of the 

army, and arrived at the Ara Vbiorum where Germanicus, with 

m 

two legions, after quieting the late mutiny, was retired for the winter. 
As foon as it was known, that deputies were arrived from the Se- 
nate, to take cognizance of the (late of the army, the foldiers appre- 
hended that the late agreement was to be fet afide ; that the indul- 

14 In the Bifhopric of Cologne. 
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gracious was intended, which the Emperor chofc to execute in fome 
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than his own 



been governed near fifty years, now began to be underftood. In this 
perfuafion, the foldiers, in a riotous manner, affembled round the 
quarters of their general ; and as a flgnal, that they were not any 
longer to refpeft his authority, they tore the imperial ftandard from 
thence j and to deter civil officers, for the future, from interpofing 
in their affairs, meant to have murdered Munatius Plancus, and the 

other deputies of the Senate. Thefe officers, however, took refuge at 
the colours of one of the legions, where, according to the pra&ice 
of the Roman army, they had the prote&ion of a fanctuary, and 
by this means efcaped the fate that was intended for them. 

Germanicus being ftill accompanied in his quarters by his wife 
Agrippina and her infant fon, the youngeft of his children, and ap- 
prehending that they could not be fafe in this place of diforder, de- 
termined to remove them to fome other ftation, where the troops, 
remaining in their duty, were likely to afford them protection. At 

their departure, the foldiers feeing the wife and the infant child of 

their favourite leader, followed by a numerous train of female attend- 
ants, fly from their camp, as from a place in which no refpeft was 
to be paid to fex, age, or rank, were ftruck with the eifett of their 
own violence. Some crowded in the way of this melancholy train, 
and endeavoured to detain them ; while others ran to the huiband, 
and befeeched him to fpars the legions fo cruel a reproach, as was 
implied, in his fuppofing that the wife of Germanicus, the daughter 
of Agrippa, and the grand-daughter of Cafar, with her infant child, 
were obliged .to fly for fafety from their quarters. 
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la the firft moment of zeal to fignalize their affection, multitudes* 
without knowing the caufe of the change, paffed with the impetuo- 

fity of popular tumults, by a rapid tranfition, from one extreme ta 
the other, called out for juftice on thofe who had been leaders in the 
late mutiny ; and themfelves became willing inftruments in punifh- 
ing iuch as were pointed out to them as authors of a guilt, in which 
the whole had been concerned. Germanicus, and the principal of- 
ficers withdrew from the fcene, leaving a Centurion on the platform 
to preGde in this extraordinary courfe of juftice. The prifoners. 
that were brought to him, were hoifted up into view, and upon the 

verdict of the multitude, to fpare or to punifh them, were releafed^ 
or thrown down from the platform, and fuffered immediate death 

from the hands of their fellow foldiers. 

The fame diforders had broken out, and ftill fubfifted at Vetera ,5 , 

the ftation of the fifth and twenty-firft legions ; but Germanicus be* 
ing now in condition to enforce his authority, advanced at the head- 
of a powerful army, fent his inftruc"tion3 to Cecina, who was prefent 
with the mutinous troops, requiring that they mould, of their own 
accord, bring the guilty to juftice ; and intimating, that if this were 

not done before his arrival, he was determined, without diftindlion 

af peribns, to put the whole to the fword. 

On this intimation, a coniiderable number of the foldiers entered 
into a concert for executing the vengeance required of them, and at 
a tune appointed, began the flaughter of thofe who were moft for- 
ward in the mutiny. As the camp was foon thrown into confufion^ 

\i became impofiible to make any diftinction of perfons, and the 
maffacre extended to all thofe who crowded in the way, and who. 
were not apprifed of the defign. Germanicus, at his arrival, found-- 
the tents ftained with blood, the paffages ftrewed with heaps of the 
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flain, and all the appearances of a camp furprifed, and of an army put 
to the fword. Thofe who remained, affected for the prefent to pay 
refpect to the authority of their leaders ; but had fhewn "themfelves 
capable of the greateft extremes againft their officers, as well as 
again ft their fellow foldiers. 

Thefe were the principal difficulties which Tiberius encountered in 
effecting his fucceffion ; he had other alarms in the commencement 
of his reign, but of inferior moment. Such were the troubles ocCu- 
fioned by the impoftureof Clemens, who had been a Have in rhefer- 
vice of the pofthumous Agrippa, and the confpiracy of Scribonius 
Libo, who, being encouraged by his affinity to the higher! names in 
the republic, had formed fome vifitfnary defign on the empire. 

Clemens, upon the death of the late Emperor, had gone to the 
place at which his mafter was detained in exile, meant to have con- 
ducted him to one of the armies in Gaul, where he made no doubt 
that the fon of Agrippa, and the lineal defendant of Cafar, would 
have found a favourable reception ; but his defign being prevented 
by the death of this unfortunate young man he formed a project 
ftill more wild and romantic, founded in fome refemblance which 
he himfelf bore to his deceafed mafter, he took his name, and pro- 
pofed to perfonate him* Pretending to have efcaped from the cruelty 
of the ufurper Tiberius, he frequently changed his place, and af- 
fected concealment ; but fuffered himfelf to be feen by thofe who 
were likely to be impofed upon, and to afford him protection or 
fupport. He was accordingly favoured by many perfons of confe- 
quence, who were either deceived, or willing to countenance any 

I 

attempt that was made to difturb the prefent fucceffion. Among his 
fuppofed abettors, however, he had unfortunately one perfon em- 
ployed by the Emperor himfelf, to feduce and to circumvent him. 
By this emiflary affecting to believe his ftory, and to aid him in af- 
ferting his pretenfions to the throne, he was delivered over into the 
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Boos 0 f Ju 3 enemies, and was put to death by order of Tiberius, who, it 

V x« ^ 

L — ,, — t is laid, had the barbarous curiofity to vifit him, and to examine his 

likenefs to Agrippa before he was executed. 

The Emperor was foon after rather amufed, than alarmed by the 
informations he received of the practices of Scribonius Libo, his 

other competitor for the throne of Csefar. This young man, being 
by his mother, the grandfon of Pompey, and by his father, the ne- 
phew of Scribonia, who was the firft wife of Auguftus, was confe- 

quently the coufin of Julia, and of her children. His affinity to the 

fovereigns of the world, infpired him with thoughts and expectations 
above the condition of a fubject, and laid him open to the arts of 
falfe and defigning men, whom the fafhion of the times encouraged 

with the profpect of impunity, and even of rewards. 

Such men affecting zeal for the fafety of the Emperor, enticed the 
unwary to engage themfelves in fome fuppofed treafonable practice, 
In order to have the merit of informing againft them. In this odious 
character, a Senator of the name of Firmius Catu9, practifed upon 

the weaknefs of Libo, made him acquainted with profefled magicians> 

aftrologers, and interpreters of dreams, who flattered him with the 

hopes of empire ; and after he was engaged in this idle or criminal 
correfpondence, contrived, by means of one Flaccus Vefculanius, 
who frequented the court, to give fecret information of the whole to 
the Emperor. 

Tiberius, employing all his artifice againft this feeble antagonift, 
refufed to fee the informer, but directed him to continue his in- 
trigue, and to report the progrefs of it by the fame channel.. While 
he concurred in laying this fnare for the unhappy young man, he 

raifed him to the dignky of Prcetor, treated him, at the feafts and en- 
tertainments of the palace, with uncommon marks of diftinction, 

*nd took the malicious pleafure of obferving how far thefe flatteries, 

joined 
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joined to the hopes of empire that were given him, contributed to c H A P. 
fwell his preemption. 
' In the mean time, and poflibly before the defign of the Emperor, 

and of his informers, was ripe for execution, Fulcinius Trio, another 

noted informer, having intimation of the matter from one of the 

aftrologers, who had been confulted by Libo, propofing to fnatch 

the prey from his original accufer, and to have a preferable claim to 

the reward, carried his difcovery directly before the Senate ; but the 

Emperor being prefent when this information was delivered, didjuf- 
tice to the firft informer, confirmed the charge, and with an odious 
accuracy, enumerated the piteous follies of which Libo had been 

guilty. The Senators, pretending to be alarmed at fuch a treafon, 

vied with each other in expreffions of abhorrence, and many of them 

contended for the honour of conducting, the profecution which was 

to be formed againft the criminal. 

The llaves of the accufed, agreeably to a late innovation in the 
law, were transferred in property to the Emperor, that they might 

be put to the queftion, or that they might be received in evidence 
againft their mafter. 

Libo had the firft intimation of what had palfed, by a party of 

armed men, who, with orders to feize his perfon, broke into his h'oufe. 

Terrified by this appearance, he pleaded for mercy ; or if this could 
not be obtained, implored that one of his own fervants might be al- 
lowed to put an end to his life ; and being difappointed in both thefe 
requefts, he took poifon or wounded himfelf, and was in the agonies 
of death, when, according to Dion Caflius, he was, in order to fe- 
cure the confifcation of his eftate, carried before the Senate to re- 
ceive his fentence. By the decree which was given, the name and 
family of Libo were configned to infamy, and the aftrologers, his 
accomplices, were expelled from Italy, or put to death* 



The. 



1 
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B 0 0 K The Emperor, when this fentence paffed, affected regret for the 

unhappy young man, complained of his precipitancy in preventing 
the effects of mercy, and profeflcd an intention to have fpared his 



life 



From the time at -which the mutinies on the Rhine and Danube 
were fuppreffed, and from the conclufion of this formal proceeding 
againft Scribonius, as a traitor-to the lawful fovereign of the em- 
pire, we may date the acceflion of Tiberius to the throne of Csefar* 
He was now in the fifty-fixth year of his age ; is defcribed in his 
perfon as tall, robi Jl, and healthy ; erect in his walk ; of a fair 
•complexion, handtbme countenance, large eye, but frowning ; of 
few words, and flow of utterance ; without any action or gefture 
while he ipoke, befides a kind of involuntary motion with his ringers. 
His manner, notwithftanding his figure, was fo ungracious, that 
Auguftus, in recommending him to public favour, thought proper 
to make an apology for this defect in his appearance ; obferving that 
his ungracious looks were mere accidents in the outward form of his 
perfon, not expreffions of vice in his temper 1(S . In his youth, he 
was addicted to debauchery ; but as he advanced to manhood, being 
in awe of the Emperor, he learned in many things to dilguife his 
inclinations, and acquired a "habit of referve and hypocrify. 

Auguftus on all occafions feemed to receive Tiberius with fome 
degree of repugnance ; fo that when he came into company, the 
Emperor, if engaged in any pleafurable converfation, changed the 
fubjed, and altered his countenance. Though in fome degree re- 
conciled to him, or obliged from neceffity to employ him in the 
conduct of his affairs, and though obferved fometimes to fpeak of 
him even in terms of affection and confidence, yet he gave more 
frequently, with refpect to him, figns of averfion and diftruft ; and 
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it is not unlikely that he fluctuated to the laft in his opinion con- 
cerning him. Determined, however, by the influence and intrigues 
of Livia, or by the relation fubfifting between them, he left him in 
pofleflion of the empire, which he had long intended for perfona 
more nearly related in blood, and more in his favour ; but whatever 
were the motives of his choice, fuch was the belief of a deliberate 
and felfiih defign in all the actions of Auguftus, that he was by 
many fuppofed to have chofen Tiberius, merely, that in the compa- 
rifon of his own character with that of his fucceffor, the preference 
might be given to himfelf. 

Before the events which have been mentioned had put Tiberius 
in full pofleflion of the government, and while he yet affected to de- 
cline it, the Confuls, the Senate, and all the principal citizens at 
Rome, had taken the oath of iubmiflion and allegiance. The whole 
army, and all the provinces foon after followed their example, and the 
world looked with anxious expectation for the full difplay of a cha- 
racter, hitherto for the moft part wrapped up in referve, and juftly 
fufpected of cruelty. Among the firft dhcoveries that were made of 
His temper, it appeared that even his mother Livia had miftaken his 
difpofition, or over-rated her own afcendant over him. In procuring 
the empire to her fon, fhe had joined to the zeal, of a mother, a high 
degree of ambition, and a delire to emerge from a fpecics of obfeu- 
rity, in which ihe had: lived in the reign of her hufband. She flat- 
tered herfelf, that upon the accefliqn of Tiberius, Ihe was to poflefs a 
great part of the Imperial power,, or to exercife the whole in- his* 
name. Trufting to the deferenee, which he hitherto affected for all 
her opinions, or to the gratitude which he owed to her for the high 
obligations fhe had conferred upon- him, ihe inftantly affirmed all the 
confequence fhe expected to reap from his greatnefs, laid afide the 
caution and: referve which fhe had ever preferved in the reign of. 
Auguftus, advanced, into public^ view, and, as if fhe had taken pof— 

2: fefEoa: 
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K feflion of the empire for herfelf, under pretence of bellowing it upon 

her ion, took a principal part in all matters of Hate, and appeared 
on folemn occafions with her li&ors, and all the other enfigns or 

formalities of a public ftation I7 . 

The Senate, muting to the mother's fuppofed "knowledge of her 
fon's inclinations, yielded to her in all the prerogatives fhe was pleafed 

to afllime, inferted her name with that of the Emperor in all public 
a&s, and, in the titles of Tiberius, ftiled him the fon of Augufta as 
weli as of Ciefar. They were not however fuffered long to remain 
in this error. They were told by the Emperor with an alarming 

coldnefs of manner, which left no doubt of his fincerity, That the 
ambition of women Jhould be kept within proper bounds, and that he 
Jboufd always endeavour to prefcribe fuch bounds to his own 11 . 

From the time in which this declaration was made bv the Em- 

peror, it appears that Livia entirely dropt her pretenuons to any part 

in the government, and became no lefs referred in the reign of her 

fon, than me had been in that of her hufband. 

As Auguftus, in afluraing the fovereignty, and in the whole of his 
reign was kept in awe by the republican fpirit, which he fuppofed 
{till to lurk with a dangerous violence in the minds of the People; 
fo Tiberius, to the affe&ation of treading in the fteps of his prede- 
ceffor, joined a great meafureof diftruft in the difpofitionsof the peo- 
ple towards himfelf, and in their predilection for others, who might 
be fuppofed more worthy to reign. Among thefe, he looked upon 
Germanicus as the firft or principal objed of his jealoufy. He had 
adopted this young man, merely in compliance with the late Em- 
peror's will, and confidered him not only, as he was become by tliis 
act of adoption, a rival to his own fon, but as he was, by the affec- 
tion of the people, by the attachment of the army, and the high 

" DIo. Caff, lib. lvii. c. 12. Ibid. lib. hi. fine. ,a Tacit. Annal. lib. i. c. 14. 
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.pretenfions of his wife Agrippina, a moft dangerous rival to himfelf 
He could not forgive a perfon to whom the legions had made offers 
of the empire ; and who, for having declined the offer, was deemed 
. the more worthy of it. Although he endeavoured, under profef- 
fions of the higheft regard, to dilTemble his feelings, and in making 

■ 

his report to the Senate of the diforders which had lately taken place 
in the army, fpoke of the conduct of his two fons, Germanicus and 
Drums, with equal tendernefs and applaufe ; he had neverthelefs 
fuffered the retainers of his court to fee through this difguife, en- 
couraged them to charge Germanicus with want of capacity or 
courage on that occafion; and had taken his own refolution to 
remove him from a fituation in which his popularity, the ambition 
of Agrippina, or the prefumption of the troops under his command, 
. might, in a moment, engage him in fome dangerous defign on the 

empire. 

Upon thefe motives, therefore, it was propofed to remove Ger- 
manicus from the German ftation, and from the command of troops 

by whom he was beloved, to the command of an army, inferior in 

point of character, and to which he was lefs known, or Ids an 
object of favour. 

While this refolution was taken at Rome, Germanicus, after the 
fuppreihon of the late mutinies, that he might not fuffer the foldiers to 

brood over their grievances, give them leifure to renew their com- 
plaints, or leave them to languifh for want of employment, projected 
an expedition beyond the Rhine, and pafTed this river with twelve 

thoufand men of the legions, twenty cohorts of the provinces, and 
eight alae, or regiments of horfe. By this hidden irruption, made be- 
fore it was known that his troops were willing to obey him, he fur- 
prifed a great body of barbarians afTembled to take advantage of the 

diforder which they fuppofed to fubfilt in the Roman army, difperfed 
them with great {laughter, continued "his march to the famous 
Vol. III. 3 S ground 
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ground on which Varus had been cut off with his legions 5 and 
finding the field ftill covered with the unburied bones of the flam, 
gave directions to have them colle&ed and interred, In this pious 

office the prince himfeif mixed with the private men, and put his hand 

to the work ; a circumltance which, when reported at Rome, con- 

fiderably increafed the jealoufy of the emperor. From thence he 
propofed to invade the territory of Arminius, and to punim that bar- 
barian for his treachery to thofe unfortunate legions. In execution 

of this defign, being provided with a thoufand veflels, he embarked 

on the Ems, fell down this river to a confiderable diftance ; and 

having landed on its eaftern banks, and over-run the country from 
thence to the Wefer, in his encounter with the natives obtained 
two confiderable victories. 



After 



Ems 



Suppofing that 



Rhine 



pofed, by a mort voyage on the coaft, to pafs from the one to the 
other ; and without expofing himfeif to be haralTed in a march by 

land, to recover his former ftation on the frontier of Gau!. On this 
ftormy coaft, however, having met with difficulties with which 
neither his veflels nor his mariners were fit to contend, his fleet was 
difperfed ; many of his fhips were caft away on the continent, others 
wrecked on the contiguous iflands, and fome drove quite into Bri- 
tain. He himfeif got on ihore on the coaft which is now called Eaft 
Friezland, and faw with defpair the apparent wreck of many veflels 
of his fleet, which feemed to be loft irrecoverably on the banks 
which were left by the fea at lew-water. From this difafter, how- 
ever, he recovered the greater part of his forces. The veflels that 
were in company with his own, got afloat on the return of the flood, 
and the troops from on board of them were landed without any con- 
fiderable lois. By this efcape of his army, he was ftill in condition to 

make 
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make head againft the natives of the country, who, intending to profit 
by the loffes he had recently fuftairied, were affeinbled on the Wefer ; 

but being furprifed by Ms fudden re-appearance, they fled before 

him, and feparated to their different quarters. 

Germariicus, Upon his return from this expedition, and while he 
was meditating a renewal of fuch operations on the following year, had 
intimation of the emperor's intention to remove him from his ftatiort 
on the Rhine. This intimation Was accompanied with a mefTage full 
of the moft flattering commendatien of his fervices. He was invited 
to Rome under pretence of celebrating a triumph, which had been 
decreed to him for his late victories ; and for the purpofe of afluming 
the Confulate, to which he was deftined on the approaching year as' 
colleague to the emperor himfelf. As it was fuppofed, however^ 
that, under ari appearance of modefty, or unwilling to withdraw from 
a hazardous war in which the troops he commanded were frill engaged, 

he might decline accepting of a me *e honorary invitation, it was 
fubjoined to thefe reafons of recall, that the remains of glory, if there 

were ftill any to be reaped in that quarter, ought to be referved for 

* 

his brother Drufus, there being no other enemy left from whom to 
collect bis laurels. 

An invitation to court, accompanied with the laft of thefe confider- 
ations, though veiled under fo many flattering pretences, was fufficiently 
underflood to be a peremptory command, which Germanicus ac- 
cordingly obeyed. On his arrival in Italy, only two cohorts or bat- 
talions were fent from Rome to receive him. But every cireum- 
ftance tended to augment the jealoufy of the emperor ; the greater 
part of the Prsetorian bands, mingled with multitudes of the People 
of every fex, condition, and age, advanced of their own accord 
ibme miles from the city, and received him with uncommon accla- 
mations of joy 19 . Having made his entry, as had been propofed, 

,J> Sueton. in Vita Caii. 
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in triumph, he was, with the emperor himfelf, put in nomination/for 

the Coniulate of the following year. ^ 

The popularity of which Germanicus now appeared to be pof- 

feUed in the city, was no lefs mortifying to the emperor, than his; 

power in the- army was luppofed to be dangerous. His prefence,- . 
if it did not obfcure- the luftre of the emperor himfelf, . feemed to 

place him in a continual ftate- of competition with the other fon of 
Tiberius ; and the interefts of thefe two princes, the one by adop- 
tion, the other by birth, the fon of the emperor, though fuppofed* 
to be on the beft terms with each other, . had divided the court. . 

Agrippina, the wife of Germanicus^ inheriting . the blood of Au-- 
guftus, and ever carrying in her haughty looks the pretenfions of the: 
Gcfarian family, was become to Livia, whom Ihe confidered as a> 
ilepmother, no lefs an object- of animofity, than fhe was to the em- 
peror himfelf. Under thefe circumf^ances, the refolution to feparate. 

Germanicus from the German armies, and to place him in the-com- 

mand of the eaitern provinces, a fituation apparently honourable,. 

but in which he fliould be furrounjled with perfons who might 
ferve as a reftraint, or as Ipies on his conduct, was now. earned into- 

executvon. He was vefted with a commiflion to reftore the tran-- 

quiility of Afia, that was difturbed by fome difputes which had arifen 

on the fucceffion to the kingdoms of Cappadocia and Armenia. 

Germanicus, in the end of the third . year of the.prefent reign, fet. 

cut upon this apparently, honourable commhTion. . Having a fupreme . 

authority in the feveral provinces through which he was to pafs, from, 

the fea cf Ionia to die extremities of Egypt and of Syria, he vifited,. 

as chief in command, the cities of Greece, ftill revered as the prin- 
cipal feminaries of philolbphy and literature ; - and upon his entry 

into Aha, proceeded to execute the commiffion on which he was 

fent. He reduced Cappadocia and Commagene to the form of 
Reman provinces, making fome abatement of the taxes formerly paid 

to 
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tb their own princes *°, and fettled Zeno, fon to the king of Pontus, 
on the throne of Armenia. . He afterwards ventured to continue his 
progrefs into Egypt, though contrary to an edict of the late emperor, 
which was ftill in force. On his return from thence he was taken ill, and 
died at Antioch in the thirty-fourth year of his age, with fome iufpU 

cions of having been poifoned by Cnt Pifo, the Prefect of Syria, not 
without the connivance or the direction of Tiberius himfelf 

It is not to be doubted,, that the emperor looked upon Germanicus 
with great diftruft, and might have fought for opportunities to facri- 
lice him to his own fafety, or to that of his fon Drufus ; but it does 
not appear that he proceeded any farther on this occafion,.. than to 
remove him from a fituation in which he furnifhed the court with 

* 

continual occafions of mortification or jealoufy, into one that was 
equally fplendid in appearance, but tending to leffen his confc- 
quence in the empire 5 . and that he- meant only to place him in the 
command of armies over whom. he had 'no perfonal influence, and 
who, if difpofed to revolt,- were lefs to be feared than the legions 

which were formed on the Rhine and the Danube. 

In fending Germankus into Afia, great attention indeed was- 
paid to place in his way as governor of Syria, the province 
which contained in itfelf the principal refources of the Eaft, a perfon- 

more likely to thwart and counteract' him in every meafure, than to 
become fubfervient to his ambition, or to promote his greatnefs. This 
intention was rendered extremely evident by the. removal of Greticus • 
Silanus, with whom Germanicus was about to contract an alliance 
by the intermarriage of two of their children,- to make way for Pifo 3 , 
a man already unacceptable to Germanicus, and, in general, diftin- 
guiflied by a temper harm- and intractable, .or likely to difagree with;, 
every fuperior. 

,p Tacit, AnnaJ. Iib.ii. c. 56.. 31 Sueton. in Vita Caii, c. 1. 
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It is Iikewife extremely probable, that. Pifo, as well as his wife 
Plancina, might have learned by their own penetration, that Germa- 
nicus and Agrippina had incurred the difpleafure of Tiberius and 
Li via ; and that they would not meet with any cordial fupport at the 
court of the emperor, in cafe of a difagreement with the officers 
who ftood in their way in the provinces. 

Some effeds of an infolence, founded upon this fuppofition, ap- 
peared in the behaviour of Pifo and Plancina, while Germanicus was 
yet on his way to Afia. Pifo, having overtaken the prince, and 
paiUng him on the route, without the cuftomary marks of refpecl or 
attention, from thenceforward feemed to fet him at defiance. At their 
firil interview in Syria, both were extremely guarded, and mowed 
no figns of cordiality or confidence. Pifo afterwards endeavoured to 
pre-occupy the afiedions of the army in oppofition to Germanicus ; 
and had the boldnefs to march, in contempt of his orders,with a body 
of troops into Armenia. When the prince was taken ill, it was faid, 

i 

that Pifo had fpies to obferve the progrefs of his difeafe, and feemed 
to await the event, as likely to place himfelf at the head of all the 
forces in Afia. Germanicus having recovered from his ftrft fit of 
illnefs, had the conduct, of Pifo reprefented to him in fuch terms, that 
he ordered him into his prefence, declared open enmity againft him, 
and dhmilTed him the province. But, as he foon after relapfed, he 

accufed Pifo of having pra&ifed againft his life, and charged all his 
friends, who were prefent at his death, to bring the author of it-to 

a fevere and juft retribution. 

Pifo, hearing of the death of Germanicus, while he was yet on the 
coaft of Alia, betrayed his animofity to the dead by public and inde- 
cent demoniirations of joy. He afterwards attempted,- by force, to 

relnftate himfelf in the province of Syria, from which he had been 
ordered by Germanicus to depart ; but was repulfed by Sentius, who 
had been ehofen by the officers of the prince's train to keep poflef- 
n don 
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fiqn of the province till the pleafure of the emperor fhould be c 
known. 

Upon this event, Pifo fent forward his own fon to Rome, iu order 

to prevent, as much as poffible, the afperfions which were likely to 
be propagated againft him in the city. He himfelf pafied by Illyricum, 

to pay his court to Drufus, who was then in that province, and to 
implore his protection. Being received by this prince with coldnefs, 
though without prepoffeffion, he from thence continued his voyage 
into Italy. 

Agrippina, arriving foon after at Brundifmm with the afhes of her 
deceafed hulband, was, by order of the emperor, received by a great 
military efcort and the honours of war. She pafled in a kind of 
funeral proceflion through multitudes that were co!Ie£ted from every 
part of the country to gaze upon her ; and coming to Rome fufficient- 
ly imprefled with the idea that her hufband was poifoned, called for 
revenge upon the fuppofed authors of his death. Numbers contended 
for the honour of carrying her complaints before the tribunals of 

juftice, and of being the accufers of her hufband's murderers. 

A profecution foon after commenced againft Pifo ; in which al! 
that was known to be exceptionable in the preceding life and beha- 
viour of the accuied, was ftated againft him by Fulcinius Trio, the 
perfon already mentioned as having exercifed the trade of informer 
in the cafe of Libo. The conduct of the accufation of poifoning, 
and the other crimes imputed to Pifo in his late command, was com- 
mitted to Vitellius and Veranus, perfons peculiarly attached to Ger- 
manicus. The trial having begun before the emperor himfelf, was 

afterwards transferred to the Senate. Two days were allowed to the 
accufers to enforce their charge, and three to the accufed to make 
his defence. The profecutors brought fufficient evidence of Fifo's- 
arrogance and extortion ; of much undutiful behaviour to Ger- 
mankus himfelf in Afia ; of dilbbeying his orders ; of having- 

made 
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made war beyond the limits of his province, but no fufficient evi- 
dence cf his having made any attempts by poifon on the life of the 
prince. The charge indeed, as ftated, or laid, was extremely incredible, 

that Pifo mould, at the table of Germanicus, and in the midft of 
fervants, attendants, and friends, venture to mix poifon in a difh 
from which numbers were to eat. To render this imputation ftill 

more improbable, it was obferved, that the dead body had been ex- 
-pofed to public view in the market-place at Antioch, and that no 
external marks or indications of poifon were found. 

The principal evidence that was produced of any criminal practice 
againft the prince's life confifted of a collection of human bones, fome 
verfes, pieces of lead marked with the name of Germanicus, and 
other fuppofed charms, which were found in his quarters, and which 

were confidered as implements of forcery, employed againft the life 
oftheperfon whofe name was inferibed, and againft whom they 

were fuppofed to take effect if the poifon mould fail. 

■ 

The charge of murder, therefore, fupported by fuch evidence, will 

appear to the modern reader entirely groundlefs, and mull have been 

rejected even by the tribunal to which it was referred ; but the ac- 

cufed feeing that the torrent ran high againft him, and probably to 

prevent the confequences of a formal fentence in the confutation of 
his famiiy-eftate, cut fhort the proceedings by a voluntary death ; 
or, as was fuppofed by many, was fecretly put to death by an order 
from the court, left his public confeflion mould appear to involve the 

emperor himfelf in the guilt. 

On either fuppofition, the death of Pifo being confidered' as an act 
of felf-cond em nation, or as a precaution in Tiberius to prevent a dif- 

coverv, confirmed the People in their fufpicion, that they were 

jointly concerned in the murder of the favourite prince. 
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THE death of Germanicus is confidered by fome Hiftorians as C H A ?. 
a remarkable epoch in the prefent reign \ Before this event, 
Tiberius, as if confeious that he held the empire by his good beha- 
viour, was popular in his manners, and guarded in his adminiftra- 
tion.; declined the extravagant honours which were offered to him ; 
was eafy of accefs ; affected to live like a private citizen ; returned 
vilits, and accepted invitations to entertainments and feafts ; vifited 
the fick, attended funerals, and delivered orations in praife of the 
dead *. He treated the titular magiftrates of Rome with the fame 
ceremonious refpecl: that ufed to be obferved in times of the repub- 
lic; rofe, and ftood, in the prefence of the Conful; took his place in 
the Senate as a privace member ; was frequently feen in the courts 
of juftice as anaffeffor, as an advocate, as an evidence, or as a fpec- 
tator. To a perfon who faluted him with the title of Majlcr^ " Infult 
" me not," he faid, " with that odious appellation. I am the m after 
" of my flaves, general of the army, and -no more than prince, or 

■ 
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" firft in the rolls of the Senate and People." He took the title of 
Auguftus only in his correfpondence with foreign powers. In all hi* 

addreffes, whether to particular members of the Senate, or to this." 
body at large r he was in the highefr degree refpectful and courteous. 
When engaged in debate, he endeavoured to qualify contradiction or 
difference of opinion with rerpecT: and regret. To a Senator, named 
Haterius, on fome fuch occafion, he faid, " I hope you will forgive 
u me, if, in my duty as a Senator, I differ from you- fomewhat too 
" freely." At a meeting of the Senate, in referring fome matter to 

their decifion, he concluded with thefe words : " I have formerly 
" faid, and now fay, that it becomes the perfon you have intrufted 
" with fo large a mare of the public affairs, to confider himfelf as 
n the fervant of this ahembly, as the fervant of the People, and of 
" every individual ; nor do I repent me of this faying ; for I have 

" found you, and ftill find you candid,, indulgent, and kind mailers 7' 

He affected a continual deference to their judgment on every fubjcc%. 
whether of policy, revenue, or foreign correfpondence ; even feemed. 
to wait for their orders in what concerned the command of the army,, 
and pretended to be difpleafed, when officers, employed in the pro- 
vinces, made their report dire&ly to himfelf, without communicating 
the fubject of their difpatches firft to the Senate. 

With thefe popular arts,, which the Senators indeed did not mif- 
take for a real acknowledgment of their authority,. he joined an ad- 
miniftration in many things worthy of a wife and exemplary prince ; 
indulged the People in the freedom of fpeech to which they had been 

accuftomed, faying, " That, in a free country, the mind and the 
" tongue mould be free." To thole who brought him information 

of any llander fpoken of himfelf, he affected indifference. " If you. 

u mind fuch accufations as thefe," he would fay, " there will be 



5 Saeton. in Tiber, c.29. 
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w no end of them." He gave a ready hearing and redrefs to all the 
complaints that were made to him from the provinces, and carefully 
limited the exactions of his officers within the bounds of eftablifhed 
and ordinary fees 4 - To perfons fuffering by fire, earthquakes, or 
other public calamities, to the families of decayed Senators, to the 
children of thofe who had bequeathed him their eftates by will, he 

was munificent and liberal ; took effectual meafures to fupprefs the 

banditti, which, from the time of the civil wars, ftill infefted the 
country; and endeavoured to diminifh that conftant fource of corrup- 
tion, the idlenefs which the People contracted in the too frequent repeti- 
tion of fliews and of public entertainments. He gave an abatement of 
fome taxes which had been impofed by the late emperor, and, in par- 
ticular, mitigated the penalties which had been erroneoufly inflicted 
on celibacy. 

Tiberius feemed to have perceived that the fe verities employed by 
.his predeceffor, to inforce marriage, ferved only to multiply the evils 
of the times, without adminiftering any effectual remedy to that which 
was complained of. But what, in this enumeration of examples 
of his political conduct, would have done him moll honour, had he 

continued to fupport it in the fubfequent part of his reign, was the 
equanimity with which he rejected many frivolous accufation6-which 
-were brought againft the unwary by his own flatterers, or by the 
mercenary informers who began to fwarm in his time. 

In refpect to criminal profecutions, the change of government, 
■which took place at Rome, had, without altering the legal forms, 
jnade a fatal change in the effect of the laws, and ferved to mow, 
that the feeds of defpotifm may be laid in the freed eftabliihments ; 
and that when the characters of men are changed, the worft abufe 
may proceed from the beft inftitutions s . 

* Tacit. Annal. lib. iv. c. 6—7. 5 Lex Majeftaus.— Mnjeflas ell amplitude et dig- 
r.itas civitatis, Cicero de Orat. lib. ii. c. 39. 
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The fecurities of majefty, or the reftraints provided againft trea- 

■ 

fonable practices, were principal objects in the laws of the republic. 

The crimes 6 againft which thofe reftraints were provided, were, in 

"reality, a trefpafs on the majefty of the commonwealth, including 
rebellion, breach of public "truft, betraying the forces of the State to 
its enemies, or violating the perfon of the magiftrate in the difcharge 
of his office.- Thefe were juftly reputed an invafion of the rights of 
the People, were public crimes, and might be profccuted by any 
citizen, though not particularly interefted in the iffue of the trial 

In the time of the republic the profecution of public crimes was 
confidered as a duty ; and the character of an informer, bringing to 

light what offended the commonwealth, though in fome inftances 

invidious, was not reckoned diflionourable \ "In -this character- the 
moft refpectable and popular citizens fometimes braved' the' ro- 
£ntment of the moftfpowefful offenders, or, when engaged in private 

* 

enmities, ' fought their- revenge, without incurring any difhonour as 
informers, by raifing profecutions on a. public account 8 . 
. The mere permiffion, however, to become a public accufer, and the 
credit annexed to this character, were not, in all cafes, fufficient to obtain 
profecutions, or to prevail upon perfons, not called upon by fome mate- 
rial intereft, to engage in fo arduous and often to dangerous a tafk, as 
that of urging to juftice offenders, who were powerfully fupported tfy 
their fortunes, their rank, or the number cf their adherents and friends. 
In the latter times cf the republic, therefore, as the ardour of zeal 
for the commonwealth was fuppofed to wax cold, and motives of 
ambition and intereft were required in aid of public virtue; it was 
enacted, That whoever convicted a perfon of any public. crime, In- 
curring degradation or forfeiture,, fliould.be xntitled to fucceed to the 

• Public crimes, aggrieved, or fome perfon having an iutereft 

7 Private crime* or c£ecces CGoId not be in the cafj. 
profeciited by any perfon: be£ce$ ihe'pirty £ Plutarch, in Luculio,. initio. 

dignity,, 
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dignity, whether of Citizen, Knight, or Senator, from which the c H A p, 
criminal was degraded. And left even this confideration fhould not 
be fufficient to excite profecutors, it was enacted, That a fourth 




part of the eftate of the pcrfon convicted Ihould be joined to the 
reward. 

The office of an accufer, fupported by a pure concern for the public 
lafety, was commendable ; but proceeding, in any degree, upon 
mercenary motives, even under the republic, when the caufe to be 
fupported was the majefty of the State xtfelf, mult have become, in a 
high degree, odious and contemptible ; but under the prefent govern- 
ment, when the object of the law, as well as the motive for the appli- 

cation of it, were fo much changed, the character of a profecutor, 

though difguifed under the antient forms -and titles, was, in the 

higheft degree,, vile and deteflable. 

Under the cftablifhment of Auguftus, the idea of majefty was 

transferred from the State itfclf to the emperor j and the principal 
object of the law being to guard his perfon, not only his fafety and 
the authority of his government, but his moft private concerns, made 



.a part in the majefty which was to be preferved- Whatever im- 
plied difrefpect,, whatever alarmed . his jealoufy, or -interfered with 
his caprice, even intrigues of debauch with women of his family,, 
were conftructed as treafon. Under a continuation of this govern- 
ment, the evil was inflamed by the pretended zeal of fpies and in- 
formers, w T ho, partly to pay their court, and partly to merit the re- 
wards which were promifed from the confifcation of eftates, endea- 
voured to keep on foot a continual inquifition,. in which they brought 

to trial the moft trivial indifcretions, as well as more real offences, 
againft the perfon, authority, or dignity of the prince. The rwarms 
of fuch perfons who haunted the fteps of the unwary, and filled the 
Senate and the courts of juftice with cruel or frivolous profecutions j, 
in which, by interefting the paffions of the emperor, they endea- 
voured 
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voured to make him a party, was one of the mod grievous circum- 
fiances attending the late revolution of government. 

Tiberius, notwithftanding this tendency of the eftablifhment to 

•which he fucceeded, and his own temper, which was fufficiently 
prompt and fanguinary in preventing attempts on his perfon, or on 

his government, had the honour, during the firft years of his reign, 

•in fome meafure, to withiland this torrent, and to treat many fri- 
volous accufations with a proper degree of contempt. A Senator of 

the name of Faleniu?, being accufed of having included, with other 
furniture in the fale of his houfe, a itatue of Auguftus -9 ; another, 
of the name of Rubriu?, being accufed of having taken a falfe oath 
by the name of Auguftus ; and Granius Marcellus being accufed of 
having taken the head from a Itatue of that prince, in order to fub- 
„ ftitute a head of Tiberius in place of it, a manner of paying his court 
rather ridiculous than criminal ; in thefe and other inftances of the 
fame kind, Tiberius either took no part, or gave his inftru&ions to 
the Senate in very liberal and manly terms. On the fubjeft of the 
profecution that was raifed againft Faienius, " My father," he faid, 

* c was deified, that his divinity might be a fafeguard and a protec- 

" tion, not a fnare to the People. His image may, no doubt, be 
*" included, with thofe of the other gods, as part in the furniture of a 
" houfe that is fold." With refpeft to the fuppofed perjury of Rubrius, 
he obferved, a That if any one fwear, and is perjured, the crime is 

*' the fame, whoever be the God whofe name is profaned. Au- 
■" guftus is no more to be regarded, in this matter, than Jupiter; 
M - and either of thefe Gods, if offended, can avenge himfelf J V The 

• It is fuSriently known, that, in the having been conferred on Auguftus, his name 

heathen mythology, a place among the Gods and his flatue were ranked among thofe of 

u-as fometimes conferred on mortal men ; tnat the Gods. 

an apotheofis was little more than canoniza- 10 Deorum injuria; Diis curx. 

lion is in latex times ; and that this honour 

5 ' third 
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third offence, or the fhifting of heads from one ftatue to another", c HAP. 

being confidered as a mockery of that adulation which was fo cafiJy 
transferred from one to another in the fucceffion of princes, and as 
fome degree of ridicule on the prince himfelf, was not fo eafily for- 
given; though, for the prefent, overlooked, it was relerved as a fubjeft 
of future refentment. 

To whatever mGtive we afcribe a conduct fo popular, and in many 

particulars fo worthy of empire, it is obferved, that its effects on the 

minds of the People were not fuch as might have been expected, 

and did not procure to the emperor the favourable opinion or credit 

to which he afpired. His manner, even when he affected humanity 
and condefcenfion, was ungracious and alarming ; and, notwithr 

Handing any appearances to the contrary, bis real, character was 
fuppofed to be malicious and cruel. It is faid, that in the midft of 
the hypocrify and diffimulation by which he had endeavoured to 
difguifc himfclf before his acceffion,. he made fome flips which be- 
trayed the reality of this difpofition ; and that he had been furprifed 

into acts of infolence and feverity, in which, by mixing derifton and 

farcafm with cruelty, he had given the ftrongeft proofs of a mercilef? 
nature. For the prefent it was obferved, that his overacting the part 
of popularity, the ridiculous tyranny he exercifed over the Senate in 
requiring at once the affectation of freedom and the groffeft fervility; 
that the farce of affecting reluctance in accepting of a government 
which he had previoufly iecured with the greateft care ; the ridicule 
of dividing in the Senate, or giving his vote with the minority,. 

when a refolution was to be taken in favour cf himfelf, ferved to 
join mockery and infult to the weight of his ufurpation ; that eves 

his affectation of popularity, for the moft part, encreafed the terrors- 
of his government 5 that his prefence in the courts of juftice took 



" Tacit, lib. i. c. 73, 
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awrcy all rceedom cf judgment ; and tli.it the difcrctionary power 

which he r.iHiraed, cf mitir^'ir r or revcrfine; fentences, and of dif- 

penfing with law?, under pretence of correcting their general ten- 
dency by feafcnable exception*, only ferred to fmftrate the pre- 
lenScns to civil government, which, in imitation of Auguftus, he 
ft:!', a fleeted to prefer ve. 

Eat in whatever fenfe the favourable appearances, which prefented 
ihemfelves in the beginning of tins reign, were to be interpreted, 
they were no more than temporary, and, in the manners of this 
prince, gave way to the growing afperity of age, or to the pre- 
emption which took place in his mind, upon the removal of a per- 
fon whom he confidered as a dangerous rival, and who, in cafe of 
any public dlfcontent, might have been made the inftrument of over- 
turning bis governmet. 

Soon after the death of Germanicus, the temper of Tiberius, 
winch had probably gained ftrength from reftraint, broke forth in ' 
many cruel and alarming effects. His vigilance, hitherto limited to 
one object, and his jealoufy, directed againft a fingle perfon, now 
found a multiplicity of fubjefts on which, with lefs difguife or re- 
ferve, to exert their force. 

Among the particulars in which the emperor, in the firft period of 
his reign, impofed the greater!: violence on his own difpofition, we may 
reckon the opennefs and acceffibility which, with a temper naturally 
dark and referved, he affected to maintain with the People ; and one 
of the principal circumftances, probably, in which he propofed to 

indulge himielf, on his being relieved from his fears of Germanicus, 
was in retiring from the public view, and in eluding the obfervation 
of perfons whom he confidered as fpies on his actions. In the eighth 
year of his reign, and in the fecond year after the death of Ger- 
manicus, having affociated his fon Drufus with himfelf in the Con- 
xulatCj and leaving him in the adminiftration of affairs in the city, 

o he 
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he withdrew for fome time into Campania, meditating, as Tacitus c 

obferves, a more entire and continued retreat. During the two fir ft 1 
years after his acceflion he had confined himfelf to the walls of Rome* 
and remained in the city, as in the watch-tower, from whence he 
was to obferve and prevent all defigns that might be formed on his 

government. After thofe years were paffed, he made fome excurfions 
to Antium ,x , and other towns or villages on the fame coaft, but 
never to any greater diftance. In order, however, that the pro- 
vincial officers might not think themfelves altogether fecure from his 
perfonal infpection, he frequently, even during this period, affected 

a purpofe to vifit the more diftant parts of the empire ; ordered his 
equipages, placed changes of horfes and carriages, and permitted the 
ufual facrifices to be offered up for his fefe return ; but always, for 
fome fpercious reafon, delayed the execution [of his pretended de- 
fign. After having, in this manner, for fome time amufed the 
world, and, by the repetition of thefe and other artifices, furnilhed a 
key to the fecret of his own condud ; his myfteries, for the moft part, 
became extremely plain, and his true intentions ealily perceived, 
merely becaufe he never fpoke truth. 

But while the Emperor thus endeavoured to debar the People 
from all accefs to his perfon, and to feclude himfelf from public 
view, he feleded, as a proper inftrument of his power, and, in ap- 
pearance, as an object of his moft implicit confidence, iElius Sejanus, 
who has been already mentioned^ as accompanying his fon Drtifus 
on his miffion to the mutinous legions in Panonia. This perform 
fuppofed to have no dangerous pretentions, or though falfe to others, 
fiippofed true to his inafter, he had placed at the head of his guards 
or Pratorian bands, and diftinguifhed him with a degree of affection 
asid confidence liitherto without example in any former :part of his 

11 About thirty miles from Rome, 

Vol. TIL 3 U life. 
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life. This being the firft of his intimate connections, whatever may 
have been its motive, it did not admit of competition or participation! 

and rendered a perfon, who was dark and impenetrable to every one 

elfe, open and communicative to this favourite alone. 

Sejanus is defcribed by Tacitus as of a hardy and indefatigable 
conftitution of body ; of a bold fpirit and an infatiable ambition, which 
he difguifed under an affectation of modefty. He is defcribed as a 
perfon poflefled of great art in concealing his own vices, and of an 
infidious penetration in prying into thofe of others ; verfatile in his 
manners, and either carelefs and profufe, or vigilant and fevere, as 
fuited the occafion ; infolent to thofe over whom he had any ad- 
vantage, but fawning where he was the inferior, or had an intereft 
to gain. In his youth he had attached himfelf to Caius Csefar, the 
adopted fon of Auguftus ; and afterwards fucceeding his own father, 
in the ftation which he now occupied at the head of the Praetorian 
bands, feemed to improve the accefs which this fituation gave him to 

the perfon of the emperor, into an afcendant over his mind. 

One of the firft or moft obfervable figns of the great elevation of 
Sejanus, was the propofed marriage of his daughter with the fonjof 

Claudius, the brother of Germanicus ; a perfon, though at this time 
in a great meafure neglected at court, yet nearly related to the 

emperor ; and, in the fequel of events, himfelf deftined to afcend 
the Imperial throne. 

Sejanus being thus pointed out as favourite, by a mark of honour 
which tended to gratify his vanity, he took meafures, at the fame 
time, the moft efficacious to eftablifh his power. For this purpofe 

he employed his credit in filling up with his own creatures, as faft as 

vacancies happened, the Praetorian bands, the legions, and every 
civil as well as military department in the State; knowing that 
where government refts its authority on principles of reafon and 
juftice, the Civilian, the Senator, and the Statefman are its principal 

inftruments ; 
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inftruments ; but where it is founded intirely on force, its minifters c 
are foldiers of fortune, and its powers reft chiefly with thofe mi- 
litary bodies who are in pofleffion of the capital, or who furround 
the perfon of the prince. This adventurer, therefore, being already 
at the head of this powerful department, ftudied every method to 
concentrate its force, and to fecure in his own perfon the direction 
of it. To this motive is imputed the change which he now made 
in the manner of difpofing of the Praetorian bands. Thefe troops 
were hitherto quartered on the citizens, or diftributed in the villages 
round the walls of the city, apprehending, it is alleged, that they 
might, in that way of life, imbibe the prejudices of the people, and 
bec6me part of the families with whom they were mixed, he per- 
fuaded the emperor to detach them from that fociety ; and, under 
the ordinary pretence of having the cohorts together, and more under 
the eye of their officers, erected a citadel and barracks for their re- 
ception ; in this manner eftablifhing in Rome itfelf, or contiguous 
to its walls, a fortrefs from which he could command the city, and 
employ die profeffional prejudices of thofe who occupied this garrifon, 
moft effectually againft every perfon that was fuppofed difaffected 
to his perfon. In this difpofition, whatever may have been the 
object of it, there is no doubt that the Praetorian bands became more 
detached from the People, and that the force and preemption of 
this formidable body became more tremendous to the other parts of 
the empire, and even to the emperor himfelf. 

As Tiberius feemed to fet no bounds to his confidence in the 
minifter, and enabled him to employ all the powers of the empire 
in fupport of his own elevation, the jealoufies or refentments of 
the favourite became equally fatal with thofe of his matter, and be- 
ing more numerous, involved the government of the emperor in 
perpetual animofities, profecutions, and cruelties, which may have, 

3 U 2 for 
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for the prefent; gratified his fevere and jealous temper, but which 

were- in no way conducive to his mtereft. 

Under the influence of this conne&ion, joined to his own dif- 
pofition, Tiberius gave a ready ear to that numerous tribe of in- 
formers, who brought accusations againft perfons in any degree ob- 
noxious or unacceptable to himfelf or to his favourite. In this pre- 
dicament, the defendants of the antient nobility, perfons eminent by 
their birth, popular favour, or perfonal qualities, and confidered as 
rivals in the apprehenfion of either, were the principal fufferers. 
The perpetual inquifition to which they were expofed, and which 
makes a principal article in the hiftory of this and fome of the fuc- 
ceeding reigns, mull, by the frequent repetition of fimilar ex- 
amples, become an object of difguft, as well" as of indignation or 
pity. And it may perhaps have been true of this emperor, that 
even his character, though in itfelf fufficiently odious, may, for 
fome rime at leaft, have incurred additional deteftation, from his 
having committed his adminiftration into the hands of a fervant* 
who multiplied the errors of his government, or gave them the 
direction of paffions more numerous or lefs liberal than even thofe 
of the mafter. 

As Sejanus was molt vigilant and" jealous in exacting obfervances, 
it became more dangerous to neglect the attention he required, than 
even that which was due to the prince. A courtihip was accord- 
ingly paid to him by the retainers of the palace, by the Senate, by 
the army, and by the People, more affiduous than even that which, 
they puid to the emperor. In private, every fpecies of flattery ; in 
public, honorary decrees were invented to gratify Ris vanity. The 
ariniveriary of his brrth was joined to the feftivals of the year. His 
name was inferted in the public prayers ; and when any deputation 
was fent with addreffes of refpect to the emperor from the Senate, 

from 
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from the Equeftrian order, or from any other public defcription of c 

men, compliments were at the fame time fent to his favourite. The * 

effigies of both were carried together among the enfigns of the legions, 
and their ftatues were grouped together in the ftreets. Women of. 
every rank thought themfelves honoured by the addreffes of this- 

fortunate man, and became the tools of his ambition, or the profti- 
tutes of his pleafure. By debauching the wife, he fometimes ob- 
tained intelligence what were the defigns or ordinary purfuits of 
the hulhand ; and by encouraging the zeal of fpies and informers, 
who. were now become the favourite retainers of the court, he was 
enabled" to pry into the actions of every citizen, and to watch all the 
fymptoms of difaffcclion to the emperor or to himfelf. Intoxicated 
with the extraordinary circumftances of his fortune, it is probable 
that he thought himfelf placed within reach of the empire,, and' 
meafured his confequence with that of the perfons who apparently 
flood before him in their pretenfions to this elevation; The prefenf 
emperor himfelf had fucceeded to the government, not by his. birth,., 
but merely by having furvived every perfon on whom his predecelTor. 
could rely for fiipport, or through whom, by any line of inheritance, , 
lie could" tranfmit his power. Pointed out by mere accident to the 
choice of Auguftus, he had -been firft adopted' into the family of 
Cxfar, and ' afterwards affociatecT in the empire. 

Sejanus computed \ that he himfelf was already pofTefTed of more 
favour with. the reigning emperor, than Tiberius ever had enjoyed- 
with. the. perfon to whom he fucceeded ; and that there was nothing- 
in the farther progrefs of his fortune too arduous or difficult for him. 
to undertake. The conduct of the young princes towards him had 
been provoking, and feemed' to juftify his refentment. They- bore 
with impatience the intrufion of a rival into the emperor's favour- 
Drufus in particular was frequently heard to complain, that his father- 
had ch'ofen a favourite to iupplant his own fon> and -had. made a 

I * Granger- 
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itranger little lefs than a colleague in the empire; that the fteps 
which remained for Sejanus to make to this elevation were not fo many, 



nor fo difficult, as tliofe he had already made, " And we muft rely, 
he faid, " on the modcjly of this man for the bounds he may think 
" proper to fet to his farther pretenfions." 

This favourite had already formed an intrigue with Livia, or 

Li villa, die filler of Gennanicus, married to Drums. By his in- 
telligence with the wife, he had notice of what pafTed in the con- 
ventions of the hufband; and, in concert with this abandoned 

woman, determined to remove a perfon from whom he had fo much 
to fear. They took into their confidence, for this purpofe, Eudemus 

a phyfician, who, under pretence of his profeffion, had a frequent 

and a fecret accefs to Livilla; and, after fome hefitation, and frequent 

change of their councils, they found means, by the hands of one 

Ligdus, a eunuch, to adminifter poifon to the prince, of which he 

died The caufe of his death, and the circumftances of this daring 
crime, were not known till about eight years afterwards. 

In the mean time Sejanus, encouraged by the fuccefs of his firft 
attempt, flattered himfelf that he might ftep into the place of the 

prince whom he had thus removed out of his way ; and, in conceit 

with Livilla, with whom he had already lived in habits of adultery, 

he waited for a decent interval to propofe himfelf to the emperor as 
a hufband for the widow of his fon. 

Tiberius, although he had, by his deceafed fon, a grandfon of his 

own name ; yet this young man being dill under age, he thought 

proper, upon the breach which had recently been made in his family, 

to bring forward the two elder fons of Germanicus, Nero and Drufus, 

whom he prefented to the Senate, as the great-grandchildren of 

Auguftus, and the future fupports of the commonwealth. " Thefe," 

he laid, addreffing himfelf to the young men, " are your fathers. 
" Such is the condition of your birth, that whatever concerns you, 

r " whether 
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" whether good or evil, muft affect the empire." It is however 

Angular, that this fpeech, made in behalf of the fons of Germa- 
nicus, appears to have awakened the jealoufy of the perfon who 

- 

made it. Obferving that the audience were moved with thefe ex- 
preflions, and fuppofing that the tendernefs which was fhewn to the 
fons, was a remainder of that popular efteem which, in the father, had 
given him fo much uneafinefs, he appeared to be fuddenly embar- 
raffed ; and, as if he had been reproached with intruding himfelf 

into a ftation which the world wiflied to have referved for the parent 

of thefe young men, he proceeded to counteract his own appre- 
henfions with his ufual affectation of humility and moderation. 
" I befeech you," he faid to the Senate, " that I may be allowed, at 
" a proper time, to refign the empire." And as he was always dif- 

trufted, and had the worft conftru&ion put on his words, thefe were 

fuppofed to be the expreffions of mere embarraflment, and that he was 
in reality mortified with the demonftrations of joy which were given 
on this apparent reftoration of the family of a favourite prince, 

Sejanus, who bore with great impatience the admiffion of new 

rivals in the way of his ambition, improved thefe circumftances in 

the manner which he knew to be mod effectual to awaken 'the em- 
peror's jealoufy, and to inflame the animofity already fubfifting be- 
twixt the emprefs Livia and Agrippina, the widow of Germanicus, 
and the mother of thefe young men. The effect of his artifices and 
infmuations operating on the diftruftful mind of the emperor, firft 
appeared in the deftruction of many perfons who had been attached 
to Germanicus, and who ft ill adhered to his family; and afterwards 
in the ruin of Agrippina herfelf, and in the death of the two elder of 
her fons. 

The palfions of jealoufy and diftruft, by which the mind of Ti- 
berius was fecretly devoured, but which he had endeavoured to con- 
ceal in the former part of his life, inftead of abating in proportion 

.13 
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as he became fecure, only became lefs difguifed and more violent in 

their effects againft thofe who happened to be the objects of them* 
He liftened without referve to every fpy or informer, and, under the 
pretence of treafon, directed profecutions againft every perfon in 
any degree expofed to fufpicion. 

Under fuch profecutions the accufed, having no hopes to efcape 
from a charge in which the pallions of the fove reign were engaged 
againft them, endeavoured, for the moft part, to prevent by a vo- 
luntary death the confifcation of their eftates. And this direful ne- 

ceihty frequently repeated, being imputed to the mercilefs policy or 
fuggeftion of Sejanus, inftead of drawing upon him public marks of 
indignation or hatred, greatly increafed the court which was paid to 
him, and multiplied the profeffions of public regard. 

The emperor, in the mean time, as he fought for fecurity and 
peace of mind in a quarter in which they furely are not to be found, 

in the deftruction of the moft innocent objects of his fufpicion, felt 
his odious paffion of jealoufy ripen into a general hatred of mankind, 
with a diflike, in particular, to thofe perfons who had been the in- 
ftruments of his diftruft, and with an averfion to the very place at 
which he had multiplied its cruel -effects. CoEfcious of what he 
endeavoured to conceal, and of what men were able to penetrate, 

he was jealous of ever}' prying look, and detefted every perfon whom 
he thought qualified to diftinguilh truth from appearances. At one 
time, he received the crowd of informers who haunted his court, as 
the moft acceptable members of it ; at other times, he abhorred 
them as prions who penetrated his character, and who, to their own 
advantage, and to the diigrace of his government, were practifmg 
upon his weaknefs. After having reiided conftantly in the city 
for many years, he began to multiply and to prolong his vifits 
to icn:e of his favourite retreats in the country, placed guards 
wherever he went, to keep the curious multitude at a .diftance, de- 
clined 
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clined the attendance of thofe who wiflied to pay their court, and 
was acceffiblc only to his favourite minifter. 

Sejanus, ftill appearing to rife in the confidence of his -matter on the 
ruin of every one clfe, ventured, according to the agreement long 
fince made with Livilla, to propofe himfelf to the emperor as 
fecond hufband to the widow of his fon. It was the practice of 
Tiberius to require, even from perfons who had daily accefs to him, 
that every propofal they made ihould be put in writing.; and it was 

his pra&ice like wife to give anfwers in the fame form. Sejanus ac- 
cordingly prefented a memorial to the following purpofe : " That he 
" had been, fo long accuftomed to look up to Auguftus for pro- 
" teftion, and to Tiberius for every efTe£t of numiMcence and good- 
" nefs, that his wifties and his prayers were carried to them more 
4< directly than even to the gods themfelves ; that the fplendor of 
" high fortune had no charms . for him ; that his delights were in the 
" cares and toils of a foldier ftationed for the defence of the em- 
" peror's perfon.; that he had neverthelefs already attained to the 
" higheft honours in the alliance -of his family with that of Cxfi\x 13 ; 
" and from thence probably arofe the farther hopes which he ven- 
"** tured to conceive. Auguftus, when he deliberated on the 
M marriage of his daughter, had condefcended to think of a Roman 
u knight. If a hufband, therefore, mould be thought of for Livilla, 
41 might he not prefume to hope that the emperor would not -over- 

" look a perfon fo profoundly attached to him, who coveted nothing, 
41 on this occafion, befides the honour of being chofen into this 

" high connection, and who had no ambition beyond the duties of 

" his truft as a guard to the facred perfon of his mafter. Tor 
" himfelf he was willing to perifh whenever the emperor fliould 
u ceafe to protect him ; but his family had many enemies, and 

13 The marriage of his fon with the daughter of Claudius, 

Vol. Ill, 3 X " needed 
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u needed to be ralfed into fomefuch place of advantage, where they 
" might be lefs expofed to the haughty and imperious infults ofT 
u Agrippina and her offspring ,4 ." 

In anfwer to this memorial, the emperor acknowledged the merits- 
of his favourite ; but did not give him any encouragement on the- 
fubjedt of his requeft w Princes," he faid, 11 were not, like private 
" men, at liberty to follow their own inclinations, but mufir confulf 
u the opinion of the world ; and obferved, that, under this reftrainr,. 
M he mnft, for the prefent, fupprefs what he was moft inclined to 
" reply. That Livilla might determine for herfelf, whether, having- 
** been the wife of Drums, fhe was to accept of a fecond hufband ;. 
u or if me had any doubts in the matter, (he might confult her 

w mother and her grandmother, fitter counfellors on that occafion than- 

" he could pretend-to be; that the marriage which Sejanus propofedfor 

" himfelf would not allay the malice of Agrippina, but rather inflame 

" it, and divide the family of Csfar into parties; that it would be 

* impoffible for him, if he fhould form this- alliance, to remain in 

" his prefent condition : that Auguflus, in deliberating on the choice 
** of a huiband for his own daughter, becaufe he wifhed for a fon-in- 

" law whofe pretenfions were not likely to difturb the public peace, 

* had turned his thoughts on fome perfons of equeftrian rank ; but" 
" that the example, neverthelefs, was againft Sejanus ; for Auguflus 
" did not adually marry his daughter to a Roman knight, but firft' 
a to Agrippa, and afterwards to himfelf." He concluded with in- 
finuating that he had other views for his friend ; owned that there 
was nothing too high for his merits ; and his opinion in this matter; 
he laid, he fhould in- a proper time make known to the Senate and! 

to the People I5 . 

44 Tarit. Anna!, lib. iv. c 39. ,s "Ibid. C.4C; 

Sejanus 
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Sejanus was alarmed by this intricate and ambiguous anfwer, and 
dreaded a change of his mailer's difpofition. He 'had hitherto ex- 
cluded every competitor from the emperor's favour ; but a temper fo 
prone to fufpicion, he knew could be eafily turned againft him, and 
would receive encouragement from numbers, as foon as they fhould fee 
the firft figns of diftruft. For thefe reafons, he is faid at this time to 

have formed the defign of perfuading Tiberius to remove from the 
city. When at a di (lance, he trufted that, by means of the guards, 
who were the bearers of all expreffes and meffage6, he might be 
mafter of the emperors correfpondence, and prevent the accefs of 
every fufpicious perfon. With this view he exaggerated the troubles 

• to which the fovereign was expofed at Rome ; mole/led with trifles, 
and crowded, wherever he went, with multitudes of idle or impor- 
tunate people j magnifying, at the fame time, the pleafures of retire- 
ment, where, free from the difguft and the avocation of inferior obr 
jefts, he might beftow his attention on the conduct and refult of 

.affairs that were worthy of his notice. 

Whatever effect we may fuppofe the reprefentations of Sejanus 
to have had in perfuading the emperor to retire from Rome, it is 
probable that, in forming this refclution, Hill more was owing to his 
own temper. Though deeply tinctured with pride, the inherent 
vice of his family l6 , Tiberius had not any fliare of that vanity which 

leads men to difplay their fortunes and perfons in the view of the 
world. Content with the gratification of his appetites, and joining 

hypocrify with the word fpecies of fenfuality, he could fubmit to 

obfeurity-, and, although the refources of folitude were now di- 

' miniftied by the effects of age, yet a temper become more jealous 

of the world, and more averfe to its notice, inclined him more to 

withdraw from the city, and to maintain from a diftance that watch 



Infxta Claudis familix fuperbia. Tacit. 
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which he had hitherto kept over the actions, words, and even- 

thoughts- of its inhabitants.. He accordingly,, in the twelfth year of 

his reign, under pretence of dedicating in Campania a temple to Ju- 
piter and another to Auguftus,. withdrew from Rome,-, and after this 
time, during the remainder of his life, under various pretences, but: 
with continual intimations of his intention to return, abfented him- 
fclf from the city. Having performed the ceremonies for which he. 

had gone to Campania, He paffed from thence ro Caprea% a froall. 
ifland under a head-land* which was called the Promontory of Mi- 
nerva, making one fide of the Bay of Naples. It is probable that,., 
after mature deliberation, he had fixed on this fpot as a place of. 

fccurity and an agreeable retreat. It was covered by the high lands - 
cf Minerva frcra the north-eaft winds,- and was open to breezes 
frcm the fea on the fourh-weft. It was acccffible only to very fmall; 

veiie??, and this only lit a fingle place. The fe-as were open to his 
fcoutp, and no fail could approach without his knowledge and per- 

miffion. In this feceflion it appears, that he divided the guards,, 

having one part in the ifland. for the defence of. his perfon, and the 
other at Rome, to enforce the mandates of his government.. 

Among the Romans who were admitted into this retreat are men- 
tioned Sejanus, from whom the emperor was ft ill infcparable, Curtius 
Atticus, a Roman knight, and Cocceius Nerva w , a Senator of great 

dignity, who, pofTeffing much knowledge in the laws and consti- 
tutions of the commonwealth, was ftill acceptable, or even ne- 

ceffary in the councils of a prince, who, except where his own 

pafiions were concerned, ftill wifhed to be reafonable and juft. This * 
perfon, however, from whatever caufe, foon after ended his days 
on this ifland by a voluntary death. 

» TadtAanal. lib.iv. c.jS. 
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Tiberius, in the latter part of his life, admitted likewife into his 
privacy at Capres, Caius, the third fan of Genrianicus, better known 

by the name of Caligula.- The fociety, however, in which he delighted 

■ 

•mod, was made up chiefly of Greeks, profeffed men of letters, but- 
more eminent as flatterers and minifters of pleafure. For fuch men 
he had no refpect, but fuffered them to amufe him with their fpe- 
culations, or rather with a kind of literary buffoonery, in difcuffing, 

ludicrous queftions which he was- pleafed to propofe ; fuch as, Who 
was the mother of Hecuba, and what fpecies of mufic was fung by 
the Syrens 15 ? Thefe literary buffoons, however, no lefs than the 
objects of his political jealoufy r experienced" occafionally the- effects 
of his capricious difgufts;- One of them was banifhed to the ifland 
Gynaria for hinting a joke on the Doric accent, which the emperor ' 
had acquired at Rhodes in his pronunciation of- Greek. Another, 
Having found- out that the emperor read books every morning, out 
of which he propolcd his queftions at night; and obferving the 
book which the emperor had been reading,. came fo well prepared 

to anfwer every queftion, that his trick was fufpected. He was ba- 
nifhed from the emperor's- company, and afterwards, by cruel ufage, - 

induced to lay violent hands on himfclf. 

Were it cftablifhed that ignominy could have no effect:, nor the 
odious afpect of vice deter mankind from yielding to the vile con- 
fiderationsthat lead to the practice of it, there would be no apology 
for molefting the world with many particulars, either of the paft or 
fubfequcnt part of this deteftable- reign. But it is likely that inge- 
nuous minds may arrive at what is juft, by defiring to fhun what is 

odious and vile,, no lefs than by admiring and aiming. at what is noble 

and worthy. Certain follies and vices fometimes gain ftrength from 
the fefliion and tjie example of perfons in high ftation. But it is 

5ucton. in Tiber, c. 70, 

eftablifhed 
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^flabliihed by the feelings of mankind through every age, that ma- 
lice, jealoufy, and cruelty, can receive no luftre even from the purple 

and the throne of Csefar, and Tiberius himfelf, confidered as the mo- 
nument of an infamy to be fhunned, may be a teacher of humanity 
and of wifdom not inferior to Trajan or Aurelius.. 

This tyrant, though now withdrawn from the refentment of thofe 

he injured, did not fuffer his vigilant jealoufy to fleep over the ru- 
mours and reports of his informers and fpies, but rather, with a more 
open and unguarded feverity, watched over crimes which had no 

exigence but in his own imagination, or in his remembrance of the 
countenance and afpecr. of the perfons he difliked. In his prefent re- 
treat, he feemed to multiply the objects of his hatred, in proportion as 
he himfelf was fecure ; and in order to compenfate the diftance to which 
he was removed, employed a proportional fpeed and decifion to fur- 
prife, and to prevent thofe who were fufpe&ed of any defigns againft 
him. From Capres, his mandates, for the moft part, were carried 

to the Senate, and to the military officers at Rome, not as complaints 
.againft the fuppofed offender, or as inftru&ions to the magiftrate to 
make trial or inquiry into the guilt of the accufed, but as warrants 
for their immediate execution. 

Agrippinaand her fons, with their adherents, and thofe of Germa- 
jiicus, were principal objects of the prefent Emperors animofity and 
.cruel dillike. This family being high in the favour of the People, 
he fancied that the young men might not be difpofed to defer the 
-completion of their hopes, until a natural event had beftowed a fuc- 

-ceffion, which a daring attempt might" accelerate. Nero and Drums, 

the two elder fons of this family, having, without any authority 
.from the Emperor, been included by the Senate in the lorms of 
public prayer, their names were again expunged by his order, and 
with an admonition to the Senate, not to infiame the ambition of 
youth with premature and exorbitant honours. 

This 
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This forward attempt to place the fons of Germanicus- on thcfteps 
©f the throne, was fuppofed to proceed from the ambition of their 

mother Agrippina, who appearing to carry in her high looks and- 

vehem en t temper the pretenfions of the grand- daughter of Auguftus^ 
and the mother of future Emperors, ever feemed to reproach Tibe- 
rius with having ufurped, and with continuing to poffefs, what was 
due to herfelf and to her children. Sejanus did not neglect to cul- 
tivate the animofity of either party. He had informations conveyed 
to Agrippina, of a defign that was hatching at Caprese againft her 

life, and excited her by thefe means to give the Emperor provoking 

marks of her caution, and diftruft, which were eafily interpreted as 

the lymptoms of a guilty mind in. herfelf,. and haftened the preven- 
tions on his part, which he thought prop'er to employ againft her. 

As mutual provocations had pafled between Agrippina and the 
Emperor before his departure from Rome, and as fhe was become 
a principal object of his diilike, it is extremely probable that he had' 
then refolved upon the ruin of her- family, at leaft upon her own ; 
and that he took his ftation at Caprea? for the more fafe execution of 

an unpopular aft, which might occafion fome tumult in the city, on 

even a defection of the army. He proceeded, however, by degrees - 

in the execution of his purpo&, and before his departure from- Rome,. 

had made a trial of his power againft fome of her relations and 
friends. Under this defcripiion,. he had ordered the execution of 
Sofia Galla. and Claudia Pulchra,. two women of noble birth, who- 
w r cre related, to her by blood, and much in her confidence. 

Upon occafion of the laftof thefe executions,, Agrippina, who con- 
fidered herfelf as aimed at in this cruel, action,, ventured,- with a ve- 
hemence and impetuofity which made part of her character, to re- 
proach the Emperor with his tyranny, accofting him to this purpofe,, 

as he was engaged in his devotions at- the fhrine. of Auguftus : 

" It ill becomes a perfon," (lie faid, t( who affects to worfhip the 

S " parent*. 
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u parent, to practife the ruin of his offspring. The fpirit of hint 
you adorr, is not transferred into the inanimate marble which you 
" wormip, but into his living pofterity whom you opprefs, and 
" whom you caufe to live in continual mourning, and in forrow. 
" Pulchra mult perilh now for the fame reafon that was formerly 
41 fatal to Sofia, for her being the unhappy relation and friend of 
<£ thofe vou are determined to ruin/' Tiberius replied in a Greek 
quotation, implying that /be was hurt, becaufe fie was not allowed 

to reign 11 ; and in thefe words, contrary to his ufual diffimulation, 
betraved the rancour of his mind '* 

After the retreat of Tiberius to Capre;e, Sejanus, to gratify the v 
palhons of his mafter, and to make way for his own ambition, con- 
tinued his practices againft the family of Germanicus. He had fpies 
placed about them, and received frequent informations, in writing, of 
what paffed in their company. He had an account of all the a&ions 
and words of Nero, the eldeft of the two fons from Julia Drufiila, 
the wife of this young man, who was engaged by her mother Li- 
villa to betray her hdband. He took meafures to provoke both the 
brothers to angry and unguarded expreflions, and had thefe effects 

-of his own provocations carefully reported to the Emperor. He had 

cmiffaries, who infinuating themfelves into the favour and confidence 

of thefe young men, urged them to ram and defperate refolutions ; 

£ich as that of calling upon the armies in Germany to fupport their 
lights, of taking refuge at the fhrine of Auguftus, and of appealing 
-to the People. When thefe emiffaries could not actually engage the 
perions againft whom they were employed in the crimes they fug- 
gelled, they had inftrudions to accufe them to the Emperor of having 
■deliberated on fuch <langerous projects. 



*■ Ieco Ixdi, cph noa regcvett ? Tacit. Annal. lib. iv. c. 52. 
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While the fons of Agrippina were thus furrounded with fnares, 

their moft faithful retainers and friends Vere expofed to the lame 
dangers, or actually fell under the hands of the executioner. Among 

thefe, Titius Sabinus had been diftinguifhed by his affection to Ger- 

manicus, and remained ftill attached to his family. He had been, 
upon this account, an object: of the Emperor's averfion, and likely to 

fufFer under the iirft plaufible pretence that could be found againfl: 
him. Being felected, foon after the retreat of Tiberius, by the fa* 
gacity of thofe who wifhed to pay their court, as a proper object on 

whom to difplay their zeal, he was attacked at once by four per- 
fons of Senatorian rank, Latinius Latiaris, Porcius Cato, Politius 
Rufus, and M, Oppius, all of them already promoted to the dignity 

of Prctor, and now afpiring to that of Conful, They agreed to 
pay their court, by fome notable fervice, to the prince and his fa- 
vourite. The nrft undertook, by insinuating himfelf into the' con- 
fidence of Sabinus, to betray him into fome criminal action or ex- 
preflion. The other three were to be placed within hearing of what 
fhould pafs, in order to be cited as witneffes. 

A fnare lb artfully laid could fcarcely be avoided. The injured, 
wherever they think themfelves fafc, are apt to complain ; and Sa- 
binus, finding that his failhful attachment to the family of his late 
friend was warmly applauded by Latiaris, unwarily joined with the 
traitor in lamenting the iniquity of the times, and the cruelty of Se- 

janus and Tiberius. Converfations to this purpofe being repeated 
at fome fuppofed confidential interviews; but in the hearing of the 
other three, who were potted as witnefles, it foon appeared, that 
there was fufficient matter againfl: Sabinus ; ana! the information was 

i 

conveyed to the Emperor. 

The informers, as a fpecimen both of their zeal and of their abi- 
lity, gave a particular account of their conduct in bringing the trea- 
fonable thoughts of Sabinus to light. The information was ap- 
plauded by the Emperor, tranfmitted to the Senate, and by them 

Vol. III. 3 Y confidered 
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coniidered as a warrant for the Immediate death of the accufed. 
Being found by the officers, commiflioned to feize him, paying his de- 
votion at fome public altar, he was dragged from thence to immediate 
execution. The particulars of the detection were publilhed, in order 

to fhew with what zeal the Emperor was ferved, and in order to re- 

ftrain the difaffe&ed, by a mutual diltruft of each other, from en* 
tering into any fuch dangerous councils. 

The tragical death of Sabinus, a perfon generally loved and re- 
flected ; his being dragged by the executioner through the Greets at 
noon-day in fight of the People, fpread a general conflernation in 
the city. All orders of men, under their firft impreflions, deferted 
the public places ; but prefently recollecting that their flight might be 
imputed to a participation of guilt, or at lead to fome degree of 
fympathy with the perfon who fufTered, they immediately returned 
to the places of public refort, and affected their ufual eafe and 

tranquillity. But from thenceforward, for fome time, it was obferved, 
that a melancholy filence took place, even in the moft fecret conver- 
sions of relations and intimate companions, who, from this ex- 
ample, had learned to diftruft each other. 

Tiberius, upon receiving the report of Sabinus's execution, 
thanked the Senate for the juftice they had done on this enemy of the 
commonwealth, and mentioned a danger to which his perfon was 
Hill expofed from other enemies, more formidable than thofe they 
had already destroyed. In this ominous infinuation, he was fup- 
pofed to point at Agrippina and her fons. Afinius Gallus ventured 
to call for an explanation, by moving the Senate to addrefs the 
Emperor, that he would be gracioufly pleafed to make known the 
object of his apprehenfions, and that he would accept of their fer- 
vices in the defence of his perfon. 

Gallus had married Vipfania,. from whom Tiberius- was feparatedj 
when his marriage with Julia was determined. By this alliance, he be- 
came 
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came the relation of Agrippina"" 0 ; and, what was ftill more dangerous, 

had prcfumed to fucceed the Emperor himfelf in a connection, of 
which- he ftill was envious and jealous. This circumftance rendered 
him, to the dark and vindictive mind of Tiberius, an object: of delibe- 
rate malice. When his motion to addrefs the Emperor for an expla- 
nation of his fears was reported at court, it was confidercd as a faucy 

attempt to penetrate the fecrets of government, as a contempt of au- 
thority, and a dangerous attack upon the majefty of the prince. 

Tiberius would have feized this opportunity to execute his revenge 
againft Galius, if he had not been diverted from it by Sejanus him- 
felf, who wifhed rather to keep his mind intent on the deftruction of 

Agrippina and her two eldeft fons, who were equally objects of jea- 
loufy to the minifter as to the Emperor. 

Such were the affairs which lucceeded in the State, to the great po- 
litical queftions that formerly ufed to divide the Senate and the 
People ; and as the event of thefe affairs turned upon the caprice of in- 
dividuals, they were very much affected by any alterations which hap- 
pened at court. It being now the fourth year after the retreat of the 

Emperor to Caprea?, a conliderable change took place in the death of 

Livia Augufta, who, by her firft marriage, was the mother of Ti- 
berius, and by her fecond, the widow of Auguftus, by whom fhe 
had no children. She appears to have been a woman of confum- 
mate addrefs. According to Tacitus, a fond and partial mother, an 
obfequious wife, and uniting, in her own character, the abilities of her 
hufband, with the duplicity of her fon. Being afked, by what arts 

me had kept her place fo long in the confidence of Auguftus ? " By 
" the moft fcrupulous virtue," fhe faid ; " by implicit obedience ; 
w by not meddling in affairs of ftate j by overlooking his intrigues 
" with other women 
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*° Vipfania was the daughter afAgrippa by a former marriage, andconfequently the half 
filler of Agrippina. 41 Eio- Caff. lib. Iviii. c. 2. 
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temper of her ion ; and being exerted to thwart him on fame occafions > 
had contributed to the refolution he took of retiring from Rome. 
Both the mother and the fon had their jealoufies and their refent- 
ments ; but as they feldom fixed on the fame objects, fuch as were 
perfecuted by the one, fometimes found a refuge with the other. 
They concurred in their averfion to Agrippina, but might have been 
divided in their inclinations towards her children. Livia, tainted 
with the rancour of a fteprnother and incited by perfonal jealou- 
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feemed to reproach her as the wife of Nero, and but an intruder 
into the family of Csfar. With refpect to the widow of Germanicus, 
therefore, (he was probably more implacable even than the Em- 
peror; but with refped to his children, thefe being defcended of 
herielf, it may be fuppofed that flie could not poflibly adopt the paf- 
lions of Sejanus to their prejudice, nor wifli to remove them, in 
order to make way for the ambition of a ftranger. The death of 
Livia was accordingly to thofe young men a fatal circuinftance, and 

facilitated the execution of the defigns, which the Emperor or his 

Livcurite had formed againft them. Soon after the funeral rites were 
performed, the florin which had been long impending over them 
accordingly broke out. A letter from the Emperor was prefented to 
the Senate, accufing Agrippina, and Nero the eldeft of her fons, not 
of any plot or confpiracy againft the State, or of any breach of 
the public peace, but charging the young man with lewdnefs, and 
ue mother with haughty looks, and a ftubborn heart. 
This letter was received in the Senate with furprife. After fome 

interval of confternation and filence, a motion was made to proceed- 

# • - 

in the matter to which it referred ; but there being no fpecific charge* 
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and no inftruftions to form a profecution, It was obferved, that the 
..Emperor might have given way to his difpleafure in angry expref- 
fions, without intending any further cenfure or judicial feverities. 
Junius Rufticus, who had been appointed by Tiberius clerk or fecre- 
tary of the Senate, ventured to advife a delay, in order that the 
Emperor might have time to reconfider the fubjedt, and to make the 
Senate acquainted with his real intentions. 

In the mean time, the purport of this letter was rumoured abroad, 
and the Senate was befet with multitudes of the People, who, carry- 
ing the effigies of Agrippina and her fon, exclaimed that the letter 
in queftion muft have been forged ; that it was impoffible the Em- 
peror could intend the deftruction of his own family ; and, after the 
Senate broke up, there continued to be handed about in the ftreets 
invedives againft Sejanus, alleged to be the fpeeches of members in 
that affembly. 

When thefe particulars came be known at Capres, they were re- 
prefented by Sejanus as an infult upon the Senate, and as a .contempt 
of the Emperor's authority. Libels, he faid, were daringly pub- 

lifhed ; the people were aflembled in diforderly tumults, and nothing 
was wanting to complete the rebellion, but arms, and the perfonal 

pretence of thofe leaders who were already followed in effigy. 

Tiberius accordingly renewed his complaint to the Senate, repri- 
manding them for not having proceeded on his former letter; but 
infinuated, that he did not aim at the life of Agrippina, nor at that 
of her fon. In this, he feemed to require a fentence of exile or 
imprifonment ; and the members, now as much decided as they had 
been lately perplexed and irreiblute, were eager to diftinguifli their 
zeal. After four-and- forty elaborate fpeeches had been delivered^ 
all tending to prove the neceffity of immediate feverities, it was re- 
folvcd that Agrippina, with" the cldeft of her fons, mould be ba— 

nifhed ; the firft into the ifland of Pandateria, the place where her 

a. mother*. 
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^ O 5 mother, the unhappy Julia, had been confined ; and the other to 

Pontia, another ifland on the fame coaft *\ The younger brothers 
■were overlooked on the prefent occafion. Drufus, the fecond, being 
peri waded by Sejanus that the removal of his elder brother tended to 
his own advantage, by opening his way to the empire, took no part 
in the diftrefles of his family. He himfelf, however, was foon after 
put in confinement, and for fome years kept a prifoner at Rome, in 

a fecret recefs of the Emperor's palace. 

Tiberius, in fome inftances, endeavoured to compenfate the injuftice 

which he pra&ifed againft. one fet of perfons, by ads of munificence 
to others, whom he fele&ed as objects of his bounty, or who were 
of too little confequence to incur his jealoufy. He feized an oppor- 
tunity of this kind, about the time that Agrippina and her fon ex- 
perienced his vengeance, by relieving numbers who had fuffered by a 

fire which had recently confumed fome part of the city, and others, 

who had fuffered by the fall of a theatre erected at Fidena? ; a dif- 
after, by which, according to Tacitus, about fifty thoufand perfons 
were killed or hurt. Continuing, however, with refpeft to thofe 
who incurred his averfion'or his diftruft, to exercife a cruelty which 

feemed to increafe with age, or with the confeioufnefs of his own 

demerit towards mankind, he proceeded againft Afinius Gallus with 
fingular marks of deliberate malice ; took meafures to prolong the 
fufferings of this favourite victim; wiftied to witnefs their effects, 
and to enforce the impreflion of them with peculiar circumftances of 
iniult and mockery. For this purpofe, he procured a deputation 
from the Senate to be fent to Caprese, and took care that Afinius 
Gallus Ihould be one of the deputies. Upon their arrival, he re- 
ceived Gallus in a manner peculiarly gracious, admitted him as a 

party in all his entertainments, and as an ordinary gueft at his table; 
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but having in the mean time fent a complaint of treafon againft. him 

to Rome, and directed that a warrant from the Senate Ihould be 
fent to feize his perfon, he continued his former behaviour, and de- 
tained him at Caprese, under various pretences of kindnefs, until the 

warrant of the Senate to feize him mould arrive. He took care to 
be prefent -when this warrant was executed, affected furprife, evert 

pretended to be diftreffed, and, when the prifoner was removed, gave 

ftrict injunctions that no violence fhould be offered to him, nor 
any fentence paffed againft him, until he himfelf mould return to 

Rome. 

In this ambiguous injunction, Gallus was condemned to a linger- 
ing ftate of fufpence, and of fuffering without the knowledge of his. 
crime, or of the perfon by whom he was accufed ; a fpecies of re- 
finement on cruelty which Tiberius had lately adopted, and which 
he fometimes expreffed. Having a petition prefented to him, that 
one of his prifoners might be allowed to die : " I am not," he faid r , 
" fufficiently reconciled to him for that." 

While Sejanus was confidered as the author of moft of thefe cruel 
acts, and was accordingly the general object of flattery as well as of 
terror, he was in reality the dupe of his mailer's cunning, and at this, 
very time was already doomed to deftruction. 

Tiberius, either moved by a mere change of caprice incident to 
unhappy men, or warned of fomc danger to his own perfon, from 
the height and from the views to which he had railed this favourite, 
had for fome time fecretly refolved on his ruin ; but while he re- 
volved this purpofc in his own mind, and weighed the dangers to 
which he might be expofed in the execution of it, he redoubled the 
ufual marks of his favour, and in all his difpatches, in which he. 

mentioned Sejanus to the Senate, defigned him, My Sejaitui % and the 

partner of my cares and my labours > 

The 
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The public, as well as Sejanus himfelf, were impofed upon by 
thefe appearances. No honour was moved for the Emperor, in 

which Sejanus was not included. Their ftatues dill continued to be 
creeled together, and were multiplied in every flreet ; and when the 
Emperor iigniried his pleafure that Sejanut mould be named to the 
Confulate, together with himfelf, the Senate replied, by an act, 
' veiling the prince and his favourite with this dignity for five years. 

Hitherto, it is probable that Tiberius, well aware of the vigilance 
and penetration of his favourite, and of the numerous fr ies he had 
emrleved, had not confided his iecret to any perlbn whatever, and 
\rifhed to remove him from his perfon, before he ventured to pro- 
ceed any farther in his defign. For this purpefc, he had chofen him for 

his own colleague in the Confulate of the enfuing year; and, under 
pretence of delegating to him the whole functions of an office, 
which the Emperor himfelf could not attend, he fent him to 
Rome. 

For fome time after the arrival of Sejanus in the city, the ufual 

executions for treafen were continued, and periens who had incurred 
the fupicicn either of the prince or his miniftcr, periilied with their 
wives and their children. Many of them, as ufual, to prevent the 

* 

effects of a formal fentence, laid violent hands on themfelves, and 
fome exhibited this horrid fpeclacle even at the bar of the Senate **. 

While Sejanus thus feemed to wield the Imperial power, and to 

held the lives of the people at his mercy, he was attended by mul- 
titudes, who prefied to his gate in fuch numbers, that the court of 
his palace could fcarcely receive them. He /lighted the attentions 
that were paid to him ; but with unwearied jealoufy remarked every 
appearance of neglect, and doomed to deftruction perfons who gave 
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any Tigris' of impatience, under the fiate of fertility and debafement chap, 
to which they were reduced. vr 

* 

: In the mean time, Tiberius proceeded with great circumfpection. 

4 He had accepted of the Confulate merely to flatter his minifter, and to 
increafe hisfecurity, in being placed as the colleague of the Emperor 

in that ftation. Being to deftroy him, it was neceffar 



Being to deftroy him, it was neceflary that fome one 
fliouldbe prefent, on whom the dignity of Conful might devolve. 
JFor this reafon, he divefted himfelf of the office, and fubftituted 

* 

in his own place C. Memmius Regulus, who, on the firft of May, 
was admitted as the colleague of Sejanus. From thenceforward, 
,the conduct of the Emperor threw the favourite himfelf, and the 
f ublic in general, into great perplexity. In fome of his letters to the 
Senate, he fpoke of his health as declining, and of himfelf as a 
<iying perfon. . In his next, he announced his recovery, and a de- 



fpeedily vifiting the metropolis. He com 



HltWI 



cenfured him in another \ fometimes favoured nun 



rbut his partisans and adherents, at other times affected to prefer his 
.rivals. It is poflible, that in thefe inconfiftencies, he himfelf ac- 
tually wavered between hatred and fear ; and apprehending the great 
influence of Sejanus over the Praetorian guards, hefitated in the exe- 
cution of ' his purpofe. It is lilcewife extremely agreeable to his 

character, to fuppofe that he meant, by holding forth fome figns of 

idifpleafure, to urge the object of it to fome act of indifcretion or info- 
lence, which'could be. made the foundation of a plaufible charge againft 
him, and that he had fpies on his conduct to lay hold of any pre- 
sence he mould furnifh for an impeachment ; bjit that, fearing to 

drive him to fome dangerous act of defpair, he retracted in one mef- 
fage the provocation he had given in a former. 

While Sejanus appeared, from fome circumftances in the conduct 
of the Emperor towards him, to be out of favour, he was fuddenly 
raifed to the dignity of Pontiff, together with Caius Carfar Caligula ; 

Vol. IIL 3 Z and 
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and thinking this a favourable opportunity to recover his place about 
the perfon of his matter, he defired leave to offer his thanks at 

Caprese ; but was told that he might fpare himfelf the trouble, for 

that the Emperor was foon to be at Rome. 

To try the effect of a frelh mortification on the temper of this de- 
voted favourite, Caius Csefar Caligula was declared fucceffor in the 

empire. The popularity of the family of Germanicus, made this 
declaration be received with univerfal joy ; and being joined to other 

kidications, that Sejanus no longer had the exclufive pofleflion of the 

Emperors favour, greatly drminifbed the court that was paid to 

him. 

From this time, it is probable that Tiberius took into his con- 
fidence Macro, an officer already of high rank in the Praetorian bands,, 
and whom he deftined to fucceed Sejanus in the command of that 
body. With Macro, he concerted the manner of removing this dan- 
gerous man, and formed a plan, which was to be entruited to his exe- 
cution. Sejanus was to be flattered with new hopes ; he was to be 
furprifed in the Senate, while the guards were to be amufed with, 
what was a new circumftance in this reign, the diftribution of a do- 
native from the Emperor. . 

In proceeding to execute this defign, in a mannerwhich the Emperor 

chofe from his love of duplicity, or which, from his fear of the troops- 
that were under the command of Sejanus, he thought himfelf obliged. 

to contrive with fo much circumfpe&ion, he intimated to the Senate, 

■ 

and to Sejanus himfelf, that he fpeedily meant to veft him with the 
chara&er of Tribune, a dignity which rendered the perfon facred, 
and which the Csefars had in fome meafure appropriated to them- 
felves. While this intimation was fuppofed to lull Sejanus. in perfect 
fecurity, Macro was difpatched to Rome, and took care to arrive at 
an hour, when the Senate had been, by order of the Emperor, 
appointed to aflemble. He met with Sejanus, juft as he had ppfted 

I his 
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his guard, and was entering at the door of the Senate-houfe ; and c 
being afked, what commands he had from the Emperor, and what 
letters for himfelf ? anfwered, That he had brought his appointment 
J to the Tribunitian power, and was to lay it before the Senate. 

, Sejanus took his place, with the ufual attendance of perfons who 
had accompanied him from his own houfe, and had the members ot 

the Senate ftill crowding around him as ufual, when Macro prefented 
the mandate of the Emperor, and retired. 

This paper was artfully drawn up, to gain time in the reading, 
and to keep all parties in fufpence, while Macro mould take his mea- 
fures to fecure the guards. In the preamble, the name of Sejanus 
was not at all mentioned ; in the fubfequent parts of the paper, 

* 

he was fometimes extolled, and fometimes cenfured. Other af- 
fairs were intermixed with this, and the fufpence which fo long 
and fo ftrange a performance occafioned in the minds of thofe who 
were prefent, amounted to fome degree of ftupefaction. But it 
concluded at laft with a peremptory charge of treafon againfl Se- 
janus ; and the crowd of attendants inftantly withdrew from the 
Conful's chair on which he was feated. His colleague in office, Re- 

gulus, called upon him by name to ftand up ; but fo much was he 
diftra&ed, and fo little accuftomed to this tone of voice, that upon 
a fecond call, he ftarted from his feat, and afked, if the words were 

addrefTed to him ? Surprife had difqualified him to take any vigor- 
ous refolution ; and when he began to recollect himfelf, . the pre- 
cautions which had been taken by his enemies, rendered all his en* 
•dcavours too late. 

Macro, as foon as he had delivered the Emperors letter to be read 
in the Senate, went to the guard which was pofted at the doors, in-r 
formed them that he brought a donative from the Emperor, which 
they were then to fhare with their fellow foldiers in the barracks ; 
that fox this purpofe, they were immediately to be relieved by a party 

3.Z 2 of 
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of the city watch. This being done, he led them to the ci- 
tadel, or what was called the Gamp of the Pnetoriaa bands * 5 , diftri- 
buted the Emperor's bounty, and' at the fame time taxed their com- 
mander with ingratitude to fo kind a mailer ; intimated his removal^ 
produced his own commiflion to fuceeed in that important ftation,; 
and, by his authority,, as well as by tbefe precautions, prevented any 

difturbance among that formidable body of men- 

Sejanus being deferted in the Senate by thofe* who had attended 1 
him into the houfe, and who a few moments before prefTed to be 
firft in his obfervation, was taken into cuftody of the party which 

had relieved his own guard, and was treated as a perfon accufed of 
the higheft crimes. On the firft motion for a commitment,- he was 

ordered to prifon, and perfons of every defcription began to give 

unfeigned or affe&ed demonftrations of joy^ From many who were 
prefent, the fear that was lately expreJTed in adulation and courtfhipj 

now burft forth in reproaches and infults. In others, who were 
more nearly connected with the prifoner, or more likely to be in- 
volved in his fate, the terror with which they were feized, was dif- 
guifed under the affedation of joy- The populace, as he pafTed 
through the ftreets, took their part as ufual in the ftorm which burft 
on this unfortunate man, and, that he might not have the confolation 
of paffing unfeen, tore away the lappet of his gown,, with which he 

endeavoured to cover his face- 
On the lame day, the Senate met again in a temple- contiguous to 
the prifon in which Sejanus was confined, and, without any fpecific 
charge or evidence of guilt, gave fentence of death againft him> 
which was accordingly executed. The dead body, as ufual in the 
cafe of treafon, being made fail on a hook, was dragged through the 

ftreets, and caft into the river, where it was thrown up, or conti- 

»5 Caftrom Pretoria m* 

nued 
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nued afloat during fome days, under the continual infults of a multl- c 

tude of people. 

It is, not eafy> to determine how far this minifter was accountable 
for a tyranny, which occafioned fo vehement and fo general a 
refentment. His crimes were undoubtedly great, and the envy 
of his fortune was not to be aflwaged by common fufferings. But as 
human nature is liable to error in the manner of punifliing crimes>- 
as well as in the commiffionof them, the rage which now animated- 
the populace againft Sejanus, mixed with a fervile intention to pay 
their court to the Emperor, led to an action as criminal and more 

* t 

odious than any of which he himfelf had been accufed or fufpe&ed. 

The children of this unhappy man y a boy and a girl, though too. 

young to partake in his guilt r or to furnilh any fubjeft of diftruft or 

of jealoufy to his enemies, were included in the fame fate with the 
father : the girl with fo much innocence, that fhe often afked the 
perfons by whom Ihe was feized, what {he had done ? affured them,. 

with an infantine fimplicity, that fhe never would do it again;, 



carry 



tha 1 



reel: her. 



It is fubjomed to this piteous detail, that, in compliance with a 
vile fuperftition, which the confideration of innocence could not re- 
ftrain, fhe was ordered to be ravifhed previous to her execution, be- 
eaufe it was ominous of misfortune to inflict the puni/hment of death 



on a virgin 



16 



The 



tanner 
id caft 



kto the river. 

It is difficult to account, from any principles of human nature, for 
a&s of fuch amazing depravity. Tyrants feldom exceed the bounds> 
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of refentment, jealoufy, or fear; but the vile took 'that are procured 
by fervility to execute their purpofe, in order 'to ingratiate them- 
ielves, often outrun, in their affectation of zeal, what tyrannyor cow- 
ardice itielf could not fugged -or .perpetrate. 

Apicata, the widow of Sejanus, and the mother of thefe unhappy 
children, having firit difclofed the confpi racy, by which Drufus, - the 
ion cf Tiberius, had been poifoned, laid violent hands on herfelf, 
and, by the difcovery fhe made, foon after brought on the ruin of 
.the widow Liviila, with that of the other accomplices in that daring 

crime. 

Ir was reported, that the anxiety of Tiberius, whether real or af- 
fected, was fucb, during the dependance of his defign on Sejanus, 

that he inftru&ed Macro, in cafe of any refiftance from the guards, 
to bring forth Drufus, the fon of Germanicus, then a prifoner in the 
palace, to afTemble the citizens againft them ; that he had prepared 
ihipping at Capres to waft himfelf, in cafe of neceflity, to fome of the 
military ftations on the frontier; that he had formed a chain of 
pofts from Rome to the neareft promontory of Campania, with orders 
to light fires, and to make other concerted lignals, in cafe it mould 
be neceflary for him to confult his fafety by flight. In his letter to 
the Senate, in order to make a fuitable impreffion of the danger to 
which he wifhed the public to believe he was expofed from the de- 
f:gns of Sejanus, he concluded, with exprefling his wimes to be 

■ 

again at Rome ; but defired that the Conful, who remained at the 
"head of the commonwealth, might come forth with the powers of 

-the republic to conduct, him in fafety ~\ His defign however having 
fucceeded to his wifhes, Drums was ftill retained a prifoner in the 
palace, and the Conful being arrived in Campania with his Liclors, 

40 give the Emperor a fafe conduct to Rome, was every where con- 
sidered as an object of ridicule. 



" Dio. CalT. lib. Jviii. c.13. 
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After the execution of Sejanus, the city continued in a ferment 
during many days. The People having been difpofed, for fomc time,, 
to impute to the minifter the fyftem of tyranny which had been lately 
purfued, rejoiced in his fall,, applauded the feverities- which were- 
executed on the partners of his guilt, and willingly pointed out, as 
accomplices in his crimes, his relations and friends, and all who 
had ever moved for any of the extravagant honours that were lately 
beftowed upon himfelf j but, as in imputing the guilt of many cruel 
meafures to Sejanus, they were too favourable to the Emperor, lb 
they probably over-rated the influence of the- minifter,. who was in 
fact more the dupe, than the director, of his mailers defigns. 

As k foon after appeared, that the cruel jealouiies of this reign did 
not terminate with the death of the favourite, the People,, as ufuaf, 
ran to the oppofite extreme, confidered him as a mere inftrument of 
his matter's tyranny, , as a perfon employed while his fervices were 

9 

convenient,, but in the end betrayed with a degree of perfidy, which 
rendered the cruelty of the tyrant, in that cafe, . more odious than 

even when it was pra&ifed againfl the moft innocent fubje&s a \ " So 

prone are mankind j in particular inftanees,. to fufpecl: the falfehood, 

or to exaggerate the wickednefs of thofe,. who,, by general duplicity 
and malice, have incurred their deteftation. v 

The death of Sejanus was fo far from introducing any mitigation 
of the former tyranny, that it rather fiirnifhed a new fet of pre- 
tences,, under which to exert its force. . Intimacy with the fallen mi- 
nifter, . or a fuppofed participation of his guilt, involved greater num- 
bers,, than had been formerly queftioned on account of any other 
fpecies of treafon. Perfons of every fex and of every condition, 

were call indifcriminately. into the fame prifons ; and . the time of the 
Senate was divided between the ordering of executions, and the ap- 

48 Sueton. in Tiber, c, 55* 
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polntment .of honours, which were decreed to. the prince for his vi- 
gilance in this matter. The title of Father of his country was again 
offered to him ; additional rejoicings were devifed for the anniver- 

Jary of his birth ; a general thankfgiving was appointed to the 
Gods ; and a new ftatue was to be ereded to Liberty. All perfons 

were forbidden to wear mourning for Sejanus ; the anniverfary of his 
death was to be kept as a feftival, or celebrated with public enter- 
tainments and fports j and it was refolved in the Senate, that the 

extravagant honours fo profufely lavilhed on that minifter, &ould 
not be repeated in the cafe of any fubjeft whatever. „ 

Thefe decrees, Tiberius, fo far as they were intended to confer 
honours on hinifelf, rejected wkh diuiain, and even refufed to fee 

i 

the deputies who were feparately fent from the Senate, from the 
Equeftrian order, and from the People, to congratulate him on this 
occafion. He defpifed the givers too much to be flattered with the 
gift, and was aware of their duplicity in pretending to offer him praife. 
Under this iraprefllon, at one of the laft times he had attended the 
Senate in perfon, he was obferved to leave the affembly with fcorn. 
What a colkBion^ he laid, of willing Jlavcs \ There is, it feems, a 
degree of good nature as well as of weaknefe, in wifhing to be flat- 
tered. This prince was equally exempted from both. 

The Senate, however, the more they were fpurned, became the 
more fenfible of their own degradation, and only endeavoured to 
- vary the mode of their flattery. As Tiberius ever talked of his 
approaching return to Rome, and of his intended appearance in the 
Senate, they paffed a decree, that twenty of their own number, to 
be named by the Emperor bimfelf, Hiould be armed with fwords, 
and Ihould have charge of his fafety as often as he took his feat in 
jheir meetings. VVhen this refolution was intimated to him, he 



f 



» Dio.Ca£ lib. Iviii. c.13. 

5 



[returned 



OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. 



"returned thanks for their zeal, and with fome derifion defired to 
know, Whether this Senatorial guard mould be young men or old 
men ? Whether they mould continue for life, or be taken in rota- 
tion ? And whether they fhould arm only at the door of the Senate- 
houfe, orpafsinarms through the (beets**? And concluded with * 
faying, That, if his life was worth preferving, he mould think 
himfelf fufficiently fafe, when attended by Macro and fome Tribunes 
of his guards, whom he would take the liberty to bring into the 
Senate. 

This reference to the guards had the effect of an admonition, and 

■drew from the Senate an attempt to pay heir court likewife to this 
formidable body of men. Bounties in money and honorary diftinc- 
tions were decreed to them ; fuch as, ;that the Pmorian foldier, at 

the expiration of the time for which he inlifted, mould be allowed a 

place at the theatre on the bench of the Equeftrian order. In this, 

•however, the compliment was not more fuccefsful than it had been 

in other inftances. It was even refented by the emperor as an attempt 

to fhare the affection of the troops with himfelf. Junius Gallio, 
who had made the motion, was ordered into exile, and afterwards 
committed to prifon in the city. And the Senate, as a laft effort to 
pleafe this froward prince, feeing that the project to arm a part of 
their own number in his defence was not acceptable, refolved, That 

every member, in entering the houfe, mould be fearcheel for concealed 
weapons, as a precaution for the fafety. of a perfon who probably 
never meant to intruft himfelf in their hands 3 °. 
. In the midft. of thefe fervilities, the emperor met with fome in- 
ftances of a daring petulance, and with fome even of a noble freedom, 

» 

which he had the difcretion to overlook, or to treat with affected re- 
fpect. The defects of his perfon, he being hald, foul-faced, and bent 

■ 

•» Tacit. Annal. lib. vi. c. ii. 30 Dio. Caff. lib. Iviii. c. 18. 
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with age, were exhibited by actors on the ftage ; and the monfter, 

fo reprefented, it was faid, pra&ifed in fecret the moll deteftable vices ; 
alluding to the manner in which the emperor patted his time at Ca- 
pres. But with . relped to fuch buffooneries, he had the difcern- 
ment to know, that a lerious attempt to punilh the authors, would 
only tend to confirm the application, and to increafe its effects. 

Among the numbers that were queftioned as partners in the guilt 
of the late minifter, and of whom many periQied by their own hands, 
or by that of the executioner, Marcus Terentius, a Roman Knight, had 
the courage to acknowledge his guilt, and pleaded his caufe in a manner 
that fufpended the proceedings of the Senate againfthim. " It were 
" fafer, perhaps, for me," he laid, " to deny, than to confefs, my con- 
w nection with Sejanus. But whatever may be the event, I muft 
" own that I attached myfelf to that minifter ; that I defired to be 
" reckoned among his friends, and was proud of this title. In him I 
u law the firft officer of the army, the firft minifter of the State, and the 
" colleague of Cadar; a powerful patron, and an irrefiftible enemy; 

u one whole favour was preferment and honour, whofe difpleafure 
a was ruin and difgrace. It was not for me to penetrate the councils 
" of my prince, nor to decide on the reafons of his conduct. It was 

u my duty to honour whom he honoured ; and in this, as well as'in 
4i every thing elfe, to acquit myfelf as a faithful fubject, by a perfect 
" compliance with my fovereign s will. Pleafe to recoiled the period 
" of this minifter's favour, as well as of his difgrace. My conduct 
w in both, and my defence, is the fame with thofe of many others* 
" We adhered to him, while the fovereign commanded us to do fo ; 

4t we left him the moment he was fuppofed to be the enemy of our 
" prince." Upon this defence, the abfurdiryof punilhing in others 
an error of which the emperor himfelf had fet the example, fufpended, 
for a moment, the rage of profecution ; and the prifoner, v with con- 
fent of Tiberius, was acquitted. 

An 
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An officer, named Lentulus Gentulicus, then at the head of the 
legions on the Upper Rhine, being fome time afterwards accufed as an 
accomplice with Sejanus, had the boldnefs to write, that his connection 
with that rainifter was pointed out to him by the emperor himfelf ; 
that the v miftake was common to both, and that what was deemed in- 
nocent in one perfon, ought not to be imputed as a crime to another. 
" I have hitherto," he faid, " been faithful in the difcharge of my 

" truft, and mean to continue fo j but the firft attempt to iupcrfede 
a me, I lhall confider as a warning to defend myfelf. Matters, 
" however, may remain in quiet ; I am willing to acknowledge the 
u emperor fo long as [ remain unmolefted." Tiberius, now far ad- 
vanced in years, governing by his reputation, and by the influence of 
forms eftablifhed in the reign of his predeceffor and his own, 
did not choofe to rifk his authority againft a perfon, who, being at 
the head of an army, had the courage to hold fuch language ; and 
affected, from this 'time forward, to treat Gentulicus with parti- 
cular marks of favour and refpect 

Others were imprifoned, and parried to execution in tro6ps and 

companies ; and the emperor at laft, as if tired with the purluit ,pf 
offenders in detail, or in feparate divifions, ordered the jails to be 
cleared by a general execution of all perfons confined as accomplices 

in the trcafon of Sejanus. In confequence of this order, numbers 

of dead bodies of every fex, age, and condition, were caft forth into 
the ftreets, and lying fcattered about, or collected in heaps, until 
they began to corrupt, were thrown into the river **. 

Myftery and concealment being the favourite arts of Tiberius, as 
often as he believed himfelf to be obferved, he became jealous of every 
prying look, and detefted fuch perfons as fecmed to be qualified to 
diftinguifti truth from appearances. At one time he received in- 

31 Tacit. Anna!, lib. ri, c. 30. n Ibid. lib. vi. c. 19. * 
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formers as the moft acceptable members of his ccurt ; at other times T 
he appeared to ccteft them as perfons who had detected his vices, 
and were flattening to make them known to the world. During the 
prcfecutioa cf his defign againft Sejanus, he encouraged his fpiesr 

with additional rewards, and even with public honours. But after- 
he had affuaged his paihon in the blood of fo many vi&ims, he turned 

his diftruft and averfion againft the inftruments of his cruelties, and' 
ordered the city to be cleared of informers by a general flaughter. 
In one of his letters to the Senate, under the effects of difguft and- 

averfion to meafures which he had purfued for his own fafety, but which- 
he found to involve him in growing danger and guilt, he betrayed the- 
diffraction and anguiih of his mind. " May I perifli," he faid y . 
" under evils ftill worfe than thofe I endure, if I know what to- 
" write, or what I mould not write." Thefe were probably the. 

boib, ulcers, and. fores, on the body of Tiberius, to. which Julian 
alludes " in prefenting him among his Cazfars. 

In the memoirs which this emperor kept of the tranfa&ions of his. 
reign, he ftated the difgrace and execution of Sejanus, as a punilh- 
ment inflicted on him for his cruelties to the family of Germanicus 
and yet thefe cruelties, which were afterwards carried to much, 
greater heights by the emperor himfelf, had been only begun under 
the influence of that minifies 

Agrippina, with two of her fons, Nero and Drufus, had, during, 
the adminiftration of Sejanus, been taken into cuftody, or banimed. 
to fome of the iflands contiguous to the coaft of Italy 5 but all of them. 
Deriflied after the death of Sejanus, either by the executioner, or by 
their own hands, urged to defpair by the indignities they were made, 
to fuffer.. 

The mother perimed in one or other of thefe ways in the ifland 

Pandateria, the place of her exile ; and the eldeft of her two fons 



" Tid. Czkrs of Jolian. 
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was ftarved to death in one of the fmall iflands called Pontia?, to which 
he was confined. 

The fecond Ton perifhed in the fame manner, fome time afterwards*, 
,n a prifon to which he had been committed inthe palace. A diary- 
had been kept of all the exprcflions of impatience which, under this 
confinement, had dropt from him during fome years ; and the re- 

4 

proaches which were extorted from him, by his fufFerings y were 
ftated as the crimes for which he fufFered; 
A third fon of Germanicus and Agrippina, Caius, better known 

by the name of Caligula, yet remained, to convince the Roman 
People, that the fond expectations which are formed of princes who 
die prematurely, are not always well founded. This young manj . 
whether recommended to Tiberius by an early fympathy of their 

characters, or merely overlooked by. him on account of his youths 

not only efcaped the perfecutions in which his family was involved; 
but was at laft embraced by the emperor as a fupport to his age ; 
and making a part of his court at Capreae, next to Macro, enjoyed the 
fecond- place in his favour; 
The emperor had a~grandfon by birth of the name of Tiberius ; 

but Caius, who was his grandfon by adoption, being elder, was 
pointed out by this circumftance of feniority, and by the favour which 
the People ftill bore to the family of Germanicus, as heir apparent to 

* 

the empire. 

Caius was encouraged by the grandfather, to whom falfeh'ood 'ap- 
peared to be a necelTary ingredient in every tranfaction, to expect the 
fucceflion, while it was really intended for Tiberius. The firft- 
though not qualified' by addrefs to extricate himfelf from any diffi- 
culties, acted, perhaps from mere inferofibility or fear, the part which 
was fitteft in his place, and which continued to render him fuffer- 
able at the court of Tiberius. He acquiefced in the fate of his mo- 

ther, and of his brothers, without uttering a fingle word of impa- 
tience 
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tience o^f egret, regulated his own behaviour by the emperor's looks i 

and whether his countenance were gloomy or gay, formed his own 
upon the lame model, carrying, under the afpecl of extreme fervility, 
while a fubjed, that deteftable profligacy which rendered him after- 
wards fo cruel a tyrant, and which gave occaiion to the famous 
faying, " That his acceffion to the empire fpoilt a good flave to make 
" a deteftable mafter u ." 

The accounts which are given of the latter part of the reign of 
Tiberius, have more the appearance of invedtive than of hiftory. Even 

this hateful monfter, it is faid, was addicted to pleafure ; but of fo 

vile a kind, as to excite dcteftation and loathing, more than to in- 
creafe the indignation which is felt at his cruelties and other crimes. 

His procurers had authority to employ feduction, money, and force ; 
and, in their endeavours to fupply his caprice, fpared neither condi- 
tion nor fex. It is difficult to conceive, that a world, enlightened by the 
reafon and experience of fo many ages; that citizens, acquainted with 

the character and the rights tranfmitted to them from their anceftors ; 
that military men, yet rivalling the reputation of the antient Ro- 
mans, and having no intereft in the horrid ufe that was made in the 
capital of the imperial and military power which they themfelves 
beftowed and fupported; mould fubmit to be commanded for fo many 
years by a fuperannuated monfteF, retired from the world, and fup- 
poied to practife every fpecies" of private abomination, as well as 
of public oppreffion. 

In accounting for the patience of the Romans under this odious 
reign, we may obferve, that, in the fenfe of a People who Mill re- 
tained the ferocity of their anceftors, though poflefTed of few of their 

good qualities, the cruelties which are mentioned had lefs effect than 

thev have on our feelings. They were praclifed chiefly againft per- 



3 * T£cit. Annal. c. 20. 
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fons, who, being of the emperor's family, or raifed by himfclf to be 
-obje£ts x of general envy, were eafily abandoned by the public to his 

will 

4 

. Senators of diftinftion at Rome, having no protection to expect 
from the populace, by whom they were hated, from the troops who 

were jealous of them, or from their own Order, who were long 

fince ftript of every remnant of real power, were abandoned to the 

mercy of the tyrant. The followers of his own court at Caprea? v 
amongft whom the executioner made a principal perfonage, were 
ftill more in his power. They were commonly executed in prefence 
of the emperor himfelf, who affifted in the refinements of cruelty 
which were practifed againft them. It was a favourite fport to throw 
thofe, whom he doomed to deftruction, from a precipice into the fea> 
where they were received by a party from the galleys, who, with 
boat-hooks and oars, difpatched fuch as were other wife likely to efcape. 

After fuch an account of the character of this emperor, it is pain- 
ful, in accounting for the fuccefs of his government, to acknowledge 
that he was a man of confiderable ability ; and that, while he in- 
dulged his pafflons in the capital, or at his own court, yet in the pro- 
vinces, where the confequences of an error might have been fatal or 
dangerous to his power, he held the reins with a fteady and a well- 
directed hand. Having pofleffion of the empire by means of the 
army, he maintained his authority over this order of men by a well- 
placed application of difcipline ; not by any extraordinary indulgence, 

■ 

or bounty, which often corrupt, and render ungovernable, thofe whom 
they are intended to gain. On this fubject, it is obferved that he 
never made any general donation befide that of doubling the legacy 
which Auguftus had bequeathed to the troops ; and no particular 
one, befides thofe Which he made to the Prxtorian bands to fee lire their 
acquiefcence in the fate of Sejanus ; and to the legions of the Eaft^as a 

reward for their not having paid> to this favourite, in the height of his 

power,. 
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power, the honours which were done to him by all the Other 
armies of the empire " * He preferved his authority in the pro- 
vinces by a jealous infpe&ion of thofe wlio were intrufted with 
the adminiftration of his affairs ; and in this was, no doubt, great- 
ly affifted by his indifference to perfonal friendfhips, which, in 

princes better dupofed than himfelij have often the effect of per- 

.nkious .predilections and partialities. He checked all- attempts 
at conspiracies, by the impreflion he gave of his vigilance, and by 
the mutual diffcruft with which he infpired his enemies, making their 

treachery to each other, the road to preferments, honours, and 
wealth- 
He -ordinary rotation and fucceffion to office and command, which 

Auguflus, in continuation of the republican forms, had ftill main- 
tained, Tiberius, by a very natural tendency of the monarchical 
ipirit, in a great meafure, or entirely, abolifhed. Such officers as 

.were fhccefsfe! in keeping the peace of their provinces, he generally 
continued for many years, and fometimes for life. He avoided, as 
jnuch as. poffible, the neceffity of employing, at the heajj of armies, 
men of enterprife,. forward ambition, or even fuperior capacity. He 

■ 

.left the diforders, or troubles, that arofein any diftant province, to the 

jeffect. of time, rather than be obliged to employ^ in repreffing them, 
jnen who were likely tO£clipfe his own glory, or to awaken his jea- 
loufy. .But as fuch men were likely ill to endure the ftate of obfeu- 
rity in which they were kept, he foothed their difcontents, fome- 
times, by flattering them with .extraordinary honours. He named 
them for flations of high command ; but ftili under various pretences 
detained them at Rome, where they were allowed to appear with the 
enfigns of their public character, but never to enter, on the poffef- 

fion of its powers. 

3s in the2flniescf the Weir, -the effgy of Sejanw was carried with the colours, or en. 
iigts of the legion. 

To 
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To thefe particulars we may join the advantages, which Tiberius" 

enjoyed by fucceeding to Auguftus, whofe long and well-regulated 
government had left, throughout the empire, habits of fubmiflion 
and obedience, which could not be fhaken by offences committed 
within the verge of the court, or in the capital, and againft parti- 
cular defcriptions of men, in whom the empire at large took little 
concern. 

* 

The ordinary refidence of this emperor, during eleven years in the 
later period of his reign, was in the ifland of Caprese. This he had 
chofen as a place of fecurity againft any fudden attempts which might 
be made on his life. He neverthelefs paid occafional vifits to the 
continent of Italy, and made fome ftay at his villas fituated in differ- 
ent parts of the country. In changing his abode, he kept the city 
of Rome in continual dread of his approach, fometimes prefent- 

ed himfelf in the neighbouring villages, and in the fuburbs/ but 
never entered the gates. At one time, he came by water to the gar- 
dens of the Naumachia, and, feeling himfelf incommoded by the con- 
courfe of people, placed guards, to keep them at a diflance, and foon 
after withdrew ; at another time, in the laft years of. his reign, he 

* - « 

advanced to the feventh mile-ftone, and was in the fight of the battle- 
ments, but proceeded no farther. Being fenfible of his decline and 
approaching diflblution, he undertook thefe journeys to keep the.Ro- 

mans in awe, and to check the hopes they were apt, to entertain of 
an. approaching deliverance from his tyranny. . From the fame mo- 
tives, he prohibited the refort of the. People .to fuppofed oracles 
which he knew to be confulted with refpeft to the prpfpeft- of his 
own deceafe, and forbade, all intercourse with aftrolpgers and ;roagi- 
cians, a chfs of men, in whofe fkill he himfelf, though a contemner 

of the eftabliflied fuperftition, had much faith. 

On the approach of death, Tiberius, feeling his ftrength rapidly 
decline, ftrove to amufe the public with another voyage, in which 

Vox. HI. 4 .B 
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BOOS he once more pretended an intention to vifit Rome ; and being at- 
tended by Caius, by Macro, and by his ufual retinue of guards and 
parafites, he crofled the bay of Baise, to the head-land of Mifenum r 




w 



villa 



At this place one of his phyficians, under pretence of taking his 

leave for fome days, prefled his hand, and took an opportunity to 

fed his pulfe. From this ftolen obfervation, it is faid, that he ven- 
tured to inform Caius and Macro, that the emperor could not furvive 
many days. 



being led by fome appearances to penetrate 



ufiial, at table, affected to prolong the entertainment, and addreffed 
himfelf, at parting, with fome particular words of attention to every 
gueft : but after an effort of this fort, being retired to his apartment, 
he fainted away,, and lay on his bed for dead. The report imme- 

end of the villa to the other. All the officers. 



ran 



of the guards in attendance, and all the members ai 

court, repaired to Caius with congratulations on his 
to the empire. But while they were thus employ 

addreffes to the fucceffor, a ferrant arrived, and, i 
tion, announced that the 



ancc The company, in a moment, was difperfed ; and Caius, with 
extreme terror, law the rum which threatened him for his premature 
acceptance of the court that was paid to him. But Macro retained 
his prefence of mind, and put a fudden flop to the feeble efforts of 
returning life in Tiberius^ by gathering up the coverlet of his bed,, fo- 
as to fteft his breath until he was fuffocated. 
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I 

JSucceJion of Gains to the Empire*— —The firjl Appearances of bis 

Reign, Conclufton of the Hiflory. Obfervations on the Sequel 

-Acccffion of the Flavian Eamily. Vicijfitudes of Charabltr 

in the Emperors. Sources of Degradation in the Imperial EJla- 

blifbmtnU Its Prefcrvatives. r-Its real and continual, though 

almoft infenfible % Decline. 

TIBERIUS died in the feventy-eighth year of his age, and in 
the twenty-third year of his reign. By this event the Impe*- 

rial throne, for the firft time fince its eftablifhment, became actually 

vacant. Men were left to form their conjectures of what was likely 

to happen, or, without any eftablifhed rule of fucceflion, to form their 

judgment of what was proper to be done on this emergency. Every 
queftion relating to the fucceflion had been prevented at the demife 
of Auguftus, by his having aflbciated Tiberius in the government, a 

precaution by which the fucceflfor, inftead of being left to rely on a 
controvertible title, was put in actual poffeffion of the fovereignty. 
It is likely that Tiberius would have followed this example, if his 
grandfon by birth, for whom he intended the empire, had been of 
a proper age to affume the government ; but this young man was 
no more than feventeen years of age, while Cains, the grandfon by 
adoption, was already fi ve-and~twenty, had the better pretention, and 

was fupported by the favour of the Roman People. 

In thefe circumftances, the dying emperor thought it dangerous to 

declare for his grandfon ; but fecretly drew up a will in his favour, 

of which he carefully lodged many copies, while he made the world 

4B 2 believe, 
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believe, that he intended the fucceffion for Caius. In this a£t of da* 

plicity he had -Goacealed his real intentions,, even from Macro, tier 
commander of the Praetorian bands, on whom the execution of his- 

purpofe chiefly depended" ; and* by, thfcfe means rendered.it entii-ely 

abortive. 

Macro, having been for fome time paft in a&uai concert with 

_ * 

Caius on the meafures that were neceffiry to fecure the fucceffion ; 
and both being equally furprifed to find, at the demife of Tiberius,, 
a formal conveyance of the fovereignty in a different channel, their 
firft intention was to caned this deed ; But they foon found, that 
the teftator had made fo many copies of his will, and lodged them fo 

fecurely, as to render their defign impracticable, It was determined,, 
therefore, as* more advifeable, to refer the matter to the Senate, and 
to obtain an aS, founded on- a fuppofed right of feniority, pre- 
ferring Caius to the throne of Csfar. 

By fuch an acknowledgment of right, the monarchy gained a new 
advantage, and perhaps one ■ of the greateft of which it was then 
fufceptible, that fome rule of inheritance fhould be followed to pre* 
vent the ruinous contefts which arife from an' elective or difputed 
fucceffion, and to give, if poffible, together with a permanent' right 
of the fovereign to his high eftate, a correfponding right of every 
citizen to his rank, to his privilege; and to his property. 

By this declaration in favour of Caius, it feemed to be admitted, 
that men were to look for a fucceflbrto the empire in theperfon who 
flood foremoft, by birth or adoption, in the family of Ca:farj and the 

cftablifhment of the monarchy appeared to be complete. The titles of 

Emperor and Frince', or head of the armj and of the Senate, under 
which Auguftus endeavoured to conceal the extent of his ufurpation, 
tame, in the courfe of his own and the fucceeding reign, to fignify what, 

* Imperawr & Princcpt. 

among 
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among the defignations of fovereignty and imperial power, they C 
now actually import, and what, through a race -of men, bleffed 



with virtuous or moderate difpofitions, might/ as in: other in- 
ftances, have paffed by hereditary fucceffion to a very diftant pofte- 
rity ; but in the perfons who immediately fucceeded to the govern- 
ment, the tranfmiflion of this, inheritance- was.. accompanied with 
much violenceand'frequent interruption;, 

V 

- Notwithstanding the -acknowledgment now made in favour of 
hereditary right, the example of a formal refignation and refumpi- 
tion of the fovereignty,-. fetby Auguftus, and repeated by Tiberius, , 
bad entailed a kind of farce on the empire, to be afted, not only aft 

■ 

-the acceffion of fucceflive matters, but in the fame reign, at every period 
of ten years. At every fuch period the appointment of an emperor 
was fuppofed to be renewed: theoccafion was attended with much 
folemnity, and the celebration of a- great feftival* 1 for the entertain** 

ment of the People.- 

Caius, therefore, while he was far from admitting any doubt of " 
Ms right to the fovereignty, neverthelefs, mimicked the caution or 
artifice with which Auguftus and Tiberius proceeded to a(Tume the 
reins of government. He repeated the fame profelfions of refpeft 
and of zeal for the commonwealth, • the fame expreffions of perfonal 

modefty, the fame unwillingnefs to undertake the government, thfe 
fame reluttant compliance with the prefling requefts of the Senate 
and People, the fame afFe&ation of filial piety to his predeceflbr, and 

of indulgence or candour to thbfe who had, in any way, obftrufted 
his own advancement. It was become the fafhion to affect deftroy- 

ihg all papers and records, from which any one could fear to have 
matter of accufation brought againfthim; but" it was become- the. 
praftice • tp-preferve them with great care, . 
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Whi'e -the new emperor paffed from Mifemim to Rome, he was 
attended on the highways by incredible numbers -of people, who, 
animated by the affection which they bore to liis father Germanicus, 
and by the hopes of exchanging a cruel and jealous tyrant for a 

youth of a noble and virtuous extraction, received him with acclama*- 
tions of joy, calling him their propitious ftar,, the child and the nurfling 
of the Roman People, and bellowing upon him every other appellation 
of fondnefs and refped. It is fcarcely to be doubted, as Ms mind was 
then elated with joy, for his deliverance from the infidiou6 and cruel 
jealoufy of his predeceffor, and moved by the affection and cor- 
diality with which his fucceffion was acknowledged by all orders of 
men, that he muft have felt a real, however temporary, gleam of 
good will and affection to mankind. When officioufly told of fome 
offences which had been committed againft his perfon or his preten- 

fions, he laid, " That he had done nothing to merit the hatred of 
anyone, and&ouldbedeaf to the whifpers of informers or fpfes" 

Affecting to follow the impulfe of his own filial piety, and to 
be moved by the affectionate fympathy of the Roman People, he 

haftened to the ifland of Pandateria, where his mother Agrippina, 

had fuffered fo long a confinement under the tyranny of Tiberius., 
raked up the alhes of her funeral .pile, embraced her remains, and 
ordered them to be carried with great oilentation to Rome. Although 
decency required him to obferve the forms, and to carry the afpect 

of mourning for his late adoptive father and ^predeceffor, he* com- 
plied with what he knew to be the wilhes of the Roman People, 
affecting to reverfe many orders that were eftablilhed in the adini- 
niilration and policy of the preceding reign. 

Here then, if not before, we may date the final and irretrievable 
extinction of the Roman republic, not only in the fubverfion of its 
own inflitution?, and in the actual fubftitution of different forms, 
but in the acknowledgment of a right which made the fucceffion to 

imperial 
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imperial power hereditary, as well as the extent of it . far beyond c 
what was eonfiftent with the prerogative* formerly enjoyed by the 
Senate and People of Rome. At this termination, therefore, of the 

, Roman republic, agreeably to the defiga of this hiftory, the narration 
inuft ceafe or conclude, with a very general view of what befel the em- 
pire in the fucceffion of matters, and in the refiilt of its own greatnefs. * 

Notwithftanding the favourable appearances which prefented them- 
felves at the acceffibn of Caius, he not having, either in his undemand- 
ing or dilpofitions, the permanent foundation of any good, chara&er, his 
pcrfonal vices foon broke out in one of the rnoft brutal and fanguinary 
tyrannies of which there is any example in- the hiftory of mankind. 

Having no choice of amufement above that of the loweft people,, he- 
fbon- plunged,, together with them, into every fpecies of diffipation 
and debauchery ; remained whole days and nights in the theatres and 
in the. circus, entertained with the rights of gladiators, the baiting 
of wild beafts, and all the other fpecies of fhows, of which the* 

Romans, once a warlike people,., now a corrupted' populace, were: 
fo immoderately fond. 

Ambitious citizens under the republic,, and even the late emperors,, 
with their court, had occasionally given their attendance at fuch en- 
tertainments, more to pleafe the humour of the populace than to 
gratify their own : but this emperor himfelf, irr refpedr, to the qua- 
lities of his mind* was to be ranked with the loweft of the vulgar. 
He confidered the circus as the principal icene of his glory, and the 
humber of ihows he could procure as the meafure of his greatnefs. 
That the fcenes might not be interrupted, or the fpeftators be obliged 
to retire to their meals, he fed them in the theatre; He promoted 
perfons to offices of State, or marked them out for difgrace or ruin,, 
according to the ardour or indifference which they feemed to have 
for thefe entertainments. In the degree of extravagance to which 
he carried this matter, he incurred an immoderate expence ; and, 

4 befides 
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befides applying to this purpofe die ordinary revenue of the empire, 
fijuandered, within the year, a laving of about two-and-twenty 
millions fterling, left in the treafury by his predeceflbr. 

In the fequel of thefe vile mifappUcations of time, the fatiety he 

-experienced -led him to indulge himfelf in the moft fcandalous and 

■ 

offenfive debauch. A fenfe .of the, public hatred -or. contempt which 

jie incurred^ gailedhim with jealoufy and diftruft ; and thefe paffions 

foon ripened into a general enmity -to mankind. Every fpecies of 

brutal indulgence, qualified with the name of pleafure ; deliberate 
murders, under the pretence of the execution of jufHce, ordered 

without any formalities of trial, perpetrated in his ■ own prefence, and 
attended with exprelEons of infult and fcorn from himfelf, make up 
the fequel of a reign which began with fome profeflions and propi- 
tious appearances of moderation and regard to the -opinion of the 
-world But the degree to which human nature itfelf was dhgraced 
and infulted, in thefe deteflable abufes of power, laftened an attempt 

I 

lo relieve the empire from the dominion of this monfter. t He fell in 
about three years after he began to reign, in one of the paflages 

* 

:of -his. own jjalace, by the hands of Chserea, an officer of his guard, 
who, without any intention to fupplant or to fucceed him in the 
empire, formed a confpiracy againft his life. 

* r 

The Senate, for a few hours after this event, flattered themfelves 
in the belief that the government had devolved on themfelves ; and 
Chzerea, by whofe hands the tyrant had fallen,, fondly wUhed for the 
reftoration of the republic ; but the Praetorian bands thought them- 
felves intitled . to diipofe of the empire. Before their officers had 
taken any meafures for this purpofe, a few draggling ibkfiers per? 
vading the courts and receffes of the palace, feized upon Claudius^ 
the brother of Germanicus, and uncle of Caligula, who, as a changeling 
devoid of ordinary underftanding, had been long neglected or over- 
looked in the jalace. This being the perfbn-who feemed, by his relation 

to 



OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC. 5 6i 

to the late emperors, to hare the beft claim to the name and fuccefflon c H P. 
of the Csefarian or Claudian families, they raifed him on their u-y -/ 
Ihoulders, yet trembling with fear, left he mould be involved in the 
fate of his kinfman Caligula, and haftening with their burden to 
the fortrefs or barrack, were received by their companions with ihouts 

and acclamations, which announced to the Senate and the People 
that a fucceflbr was given to the throne of Csfar. 

- The inactivity of this new fovereign might have furnifhed the 
world with at leaft an innocent matter, if his want of capacity could # 
have been fupplied without committing his power into hands equally 
difpofed to abufe it with the worft of his predeceffors. Fit only 
to be a pageant in the ceremonies of a court, or a tool to be 
employed by thofe who got pofleflion of him, he came at laft 
into the hands of the fecond Agrippina, the daughter of Ger- 
raanicus, and filter of Caligula, who, though his niece, became his 
wife, and prevailed upon him to adopt the young Domitius Aheno- 
barbus, her fon by a former hufband j and by thefe means made way 
for his fucceflion to the empire under the appellation of Nero* 

This impetuous, fevere, and profligate woman, equally ardent in 
the acquifition as in the abufe of power, miftook, for parental af- 
fection, the earned paffion with which me wifhed to govern in the 
name of her fon, Having ability enough, however, where fhe was 
not milled by herpaffions, to diftinguim the proper inftruments of 
government, Ihe endeavoured to procure for him, in the tutory of 
Burhus, who was placed by her means at the head of the Phetorian 
bands, and of Seneca, who was by her means likewife recalled from ' 
banimment to Jiis place in the Senate, the moft able or'fpeclous 
direclion- which the tiroes could afford. 

Nero ading for fome time what Burhus fuggefted, and fpeakingf 
what Seneca dictated, appeared to be a prodigy of wifdom and in- 
genuity. But his own perfonaldifpofition, making, its way in a. : 

Vol. III. 4 C little 
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little time through the mafk of layings and of actions which were not 

his own, gave fufficient evidence, that the circumftance of having 
been the mere puppet, though actuated by the mbfi able and inge- 
nious hands, does not bellow ingenuity or ability, and that a di- 
rection, however wife r received from others without difcernment or 

knowledge of its value, cannot carry to the mind of thofe who* 
fubmit to it the character of wifdom. 

The name of Nero,, after the perfon who bore it had, during a few 

■ 

years in the beginning of his reign, been fuppofedthe model of royal and' 
philofophic virtue \ has become proverbial for caprice, folly, brutality, 

isfolence, and cruelty.. To the contempt of his fubjects he at laft 
joined a contempt of that very dignity to- which he himfelf was 
railed as fovereign of fo great an empire; Having a talent for 
mufic, he became, or believed himfelf to be, a diftinguifhed per- 
former, exhibited his fkill on the public theatres, and travelled 
through Greece in the character of an artift,. to receive the applaufes- 
of a people fuppofed to excel in difcernment and tafte. . 

The contempt which Nero incurred in quitting the character of 

Sovereign for that of Mufician, became more fatal to him than the 

general deteftation which he had formerly excited.. A revolt which' • 

took place at fint in Gaul^ was followed by a defection of all the 

armies of the empire, and reduced him to the neceflity of quitting,, 
together with his life, a fituation of which he proved fo unworthy- 
Next to the fears which anailed him on the profpect of death, he was- 
mcft affected,, it is laid, with furprife,. that the world could fubmit to 
lofe the hand of fo great a performer. 

Such then, in the Srft period of this monarchy,, was theprogrefs- 
of a fovereignty erected by the Caviars with fo much violence, blood— 
fhed, and criminal addrefs. According to our ideas of inheritance,, 

* 

3 Tne qainqucnniom Neronis, was a proyatial wprcffion for what promifed well, bat. 

tared oat otherwife, 
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the fucceffion did not once take place in the family of the firft 
founder, but was pieced out by continual adoptions from the Oc- 
tavian,'the Claudian, and, laft of all, from the Domitian family. 
The reign of Auguftus has been generally applauded, and may 

be confidered as a model for thofe, who wi/h to govern with the lead 
poffible oppofition or obftruction'to their power. It may ferve like- 

§ 

wife as a caution to thofe, who need to be told under what difguife the 
moft dete (table tyranny will fometimes approach mankind. The wary 
defign which marked the character of Auguftus, was followed by 
worfe principles in the breafts of thofe who fucceeded him ; and 

the dominion he eftablifhed, merely to fubject the empire to his own 
power, without any difpofition to abufe it, became, in the fequel, 
an inftrument of the vileft tyranny, and brought upon the public 
ftage of the world actors, whom their difpofitions arid characters 

muft otherwife have condemned to obfcurity, or expofed as a dif- 

grace and a blemifh to human nature. 

The manners of the Imperial court, and the conduct of fucceeding 
emperors, will fcarcely gain credit with thofe who eftimate proba- 
bilities from the ftandard of modern times. But the Romans were 
capable of much greater extremes than we are acquainted with.' 
They retained, through all the fteps of the revolution which they 
had undergone, their ferocity entire, without poffeffing, along with 
It, any of thofe better qualities, which, under the republic, had 
directed their courage to noble, at leaft to great and national, 
purpofes. 

Auguftus had eftablifhed the military government with great- 

i 

caution, and even affected the appearances of a citizen, while he, 

m ♦ 

fecured all the powers of a mafter. His fucceffors retained in public 
the fame familiarity of manners, without the fame guard againft its 
abufes, and affected to be popular in the city and in the camp, with- 
out the circumspection which preferved the firft emperor from the' 

t 
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contagion of mean and degrading examples. The State itfelf was 
juft emerged from democracy, in which the pretenfions to equality 
checked the ordinary ufes which, under monarchies, are made of 
fortune and fuperior condition. The diftindions of royalty, *and with 
thefe the proprieties of behaviour, in high rank, were unknown: 
An attempt at elegant magnificence and courtly referve, which, in 
eftabliihed monarchies, makes a part of the royal ftate, and a con- 
fiderable fupport of its dignity, were avoided in this fallen republic > 
as more likely to excite envy and hatred, than deference or refpeft. 

The Roman emperors, perhaps, in point of expence, both public 
and private, exceeded every other fovereign of the world ; but*their 
public expences conlifted in the exhibition of mows and entertain- 
ments, in which they admitted the meaneft of the people to partake 
with themfelves. Their perfonal expences confifted not fo much in 
the oftentation of elegance or refined pleafure, as in a ferious attempt 
to improve fenfuality into a continual fource of enjoyment; and 

their pleafiires confifted, of confequence, in the exce(Tes of a brutal 

and retired debauch. This debauch was fupported by continual en- 
deavours to excite Jarkted appetite, to prolong its gratifications, and 
to fupply the defed« of mere animal pleafure^ with conceits of fancy 
and efforts of buffoonery or low humour. 

The manners of imperial Rome are thus defcribed in the remains' 

of a fatire 4 , as elegant in the ftyle, as it is grofs and difgufting in the 
matter, and which we may fuppofe to be juft in the general repre- 
fentation, whatever we may think of its application to any of the: 
princes whofe names and fucceffion have been mentioned 5 . 

- Although it would be abfurd to imagine fuch a fatire levelled at the 
corruptions of a modern -court, whofe principal weaknefs is vanity, 

* That of Pctroniof. 

* Mr. Voltairt has with contempt reje&ed its fuppofed application to the manners of a 

! and 
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and whofe luxury confifts in oftentation ; we muft not therefore c H A p; ♦ 

. VII. 
reject every fuppofed application of it to the pollutions of a Roman 

■barrack^ or, what nearly refembled a barrack, the receffes of a 
t Roman palace, where the human blood that was fhed in fport, was 
fometimes mixed with the wine that was fpilt 'in debauch \ The 
*eprefentations of Petronius may be applied, in fome parts, to the 
court of Tiberius and Claudius, more properly than to that of Cali- 
gula or Nero, .or may have been a general fatire levelled at the cor- 
ruptions of the times, without any fuch application. But with re- 
fpeft to one or other of thofe emperors, every part in the feaft of 

Tremalchio may have been a genuine, though difguifed picture. 

Even in the court of the fober Auguftus, pleafure was but another 
name for debauch, Love was no more than the ebullition of tem- 
perament, without the allurements of elegance, or the fedu&ion of 
affection or paflion. In the licence of the fexes, both of them alike 
reforted to the places of public debauch. Women of the higheft rank 

affe&ed the manners of proftitutes, and, to realize the evidence of 
their victories, collected the ordinary rewards of proftitution. Such 

was the debauch for which Julia, the daughter of Auguftus, was 
infamous, and in which (he exhibited, as has been obferved, not the 
weaknefs of a mind mifled by paffion, or feduced by fome partial at* 

feftion, but the grofs excefs of an appetite unacquainted with decency 

and above reftraint. 

In this ftate of manners the firft fucceffors of Csefar, not having the 
habits of a courtly decorum, to preferve them from the contagion of meator. 
and degrading vices, . and not confidering their own elevation as any 

other , than a mere poll of advantage, from which they could indulge* 
every caprice with impunity, after 'a few attempts in the beginning:; 

a reign to prejudice the world in their favour* plunged into every. 



♦ 

1 

1 



* The Romans had combats of gladiators whibited while they were at table. 
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K /pedes of excefc, that a vile difpofition, fet free from reftraint, and 
cxafperated by the fenfe of general averfion, could incur. . Perfons 
inclined to this:Conrfe generally proceed in their vices; until they 
meet whit fome obftacle which neceffiry "or.ftar prefentsto:them, mid 



where they meet with no fuch obftacle, they preferve no bounds. 

A perfect freedom from all external reftraint wduld be fufficiently 
dangerous for perfons of the beft dilpofitions ; but to thofe who are 

cadi with the worft, fiich a freedom from reftraint would be accom- 
panied, with certain ruin- It is indeed nowhere to be found 5 but 
the firft fucceffors of Csefar flattered themfelves that they had found 

it ; and as they fupported the firft offences which they committed 
agiinft the rules -of propriety, : by fetting reafon itfelf and the fenfe 
cf mankind at defiance, they came to apprehend a fpecies of plea- 
lure in braving the deteftation which they incurred by their infamies 7 . 
They purfued the firft ftrokes of injuftice and malice by a continual 

warfare of diftruft, prevention, and revenge againft thofe to whom 
they fuppofed that their perfons or government were odious 5 and 
they perfifted in this oourfe until the extreme itfelf, being what no- 
thing Ids than the pofleflion of fovereign power could fupport, 

appeared chara&eriftic of empire, and worthy of the defendants of 



Cziar. 



w 

During this unhappy fucceflion of Caefars, the fupreme power 

had been, for the moft part, held or difpofed of by the Pratoriatf 
bands. Thefe troops being pofted in the capital, overawed the Se- 

r 

nate and People, and, though not £t to contend with tbe legions 
who were ftill employed in adual fervice, they gave - pofleflion of 
the empire, at every vacancy, before the armies of the frontier had' 
time to deliberate or to take part in the choice* 

This pre-eminence, however, of the Pratorian bands had been 
impatiently fuffered by the legions of the Rhine and the Danube.- 
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Theywifhed, at the death of Auguftus, to have given a fpeciroen 
of their confequence in naming a fucceflbr to the empire ; but being 
then overruled by the dutiful fpirit or moderation of Germanicus, 
.they acquiefced in the government of Tiberius, and remained in 
quiet under, all the fucceffions which followed ; until, being excited 

by the defection of Gaul, which happened under Nero, and impatient 

of the mockery of fovereignty exhibited in the infamies of that un- 
happy perfon, they entertained, almoft in every quarter of the em- 
pire at once, , the project of giving a better and more refpe&able fo-^ 
vereign to the world. 

Within the compafs of one year and a few months, after it was 

known that the province of Gaul had revolted from Nero, all the 
armies from the Rhine and the Danube, from Gaul, Syria; Spain;, 
and Britain, were for their march towards Italy,, for the important 
purpofe of giving a fovereign^ to the empire;. And it is remarkable, 

that this project: did not originate with the leaders, or appear to be 
fuggefted by the ambition of generals,, but arofe from a fpirit of 

commotion which pervaded' the troops* 

Every legionary foldier, excited by the defire of rapine, by the 

profpett of poffeflirig the capital^ and 1 of rioting in the riches and 
pleafures of Italy, conceived the defign of pufhing forward his ge- 
neral to the head of the empire; They burft at once from their 
quarters, and, confidering themfelves as fet free from every fpecies 

of government, whether civil or military, fet no bounds to their 
violence. Augmenting their fury by the confideraticfr of the pu- 

nifhments they incurred, in cafe they mould fail in their attempt; 

they paffed through every city and province in their way,, like a 
ftorm that waftes and deftroys; whatever is oppofed to its courfe;' 
Within the fliort period we have mentioned, a motley affemblage of 
provincial troops, drefled in the garb of their different countries^ 

■ 

with different arms and different languages, mixed with the Roman 
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legions, "who, now for many years ftrangers to each other, met on 
the Po and the Tiber to' difpofe of the empire. And, in the fequel 

of their conteft, whether as vi&ors or vanquifhed, whether moved 
by infolence or defpair, did equal 'execution on the pacific in- 
habitants. 

Thefe troubles, however, ended in the elevation of a great and 
refpectable officer 1 to the throne of Caefar, and in the fubftitution of 

the Flavian family to that of Claudius and of Julius. At the ac- 

ceffion of Veipafian every army had tried its ftrength, and , cpmpe- 

titors from the Court, the Senate, and the Camp had made trial of 

their fortune. The vi&ors in this conteft received a willing fub- 

miffion from the pacific inhabitants of the provinces, who were 
ready to congratulate themfelves on the return of public tranquillity. 

V 

Fortunately the firft emperors of the new family, Vefpa/ian him- 
felf, and the eldeft of his two fons 9 , come from the fchool of expe- 
rience, had learned the value of reafon, humanity, and juftice in the 
government of mankind ; and they accordingly exhibited a character 

which, in fome of its parts, was ftill new on tie throne of Caefer : 

the character of wifdom, propriety, and humanity, aflumed, for 

its own fake, and without any intention to circumvent the People, 

cr to impofe upon the world. But the fortunes of this fecond 
imperial family, like thofe of the .firft, food devolved on a I0 perfon 
equally unlit to fuftain them, and equally unfit to. be fuffered by 

the patience of an abject court or a fubmiffive world. 

As mankind are known to run, occafionally, from one extreme to 
another, the evils which had been experienced in the chara&ers of 

fome of the preceding emperors, perhaps helped to direct the armies 
of the empire, at times, to think of the oppofite extreme ; and they 
made a compen&tion, in fome of their elections, for the mifchiefs 
which they had brought upon the world in others. 

1 Vefpafiaa. * Titus. *° Domiiian. 

Amidft 
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Amidft the variety of examples; that were fet on the imperial 
throne, different emperors paid unequal degrees of refpect to the 

civil forms which were handed down to them from the republic, and 
. which were ftill retained at leaft in name. But the characters of fo- 
vereign in the empire, and head of the array, were neceffarily united 
in the fame perfon ; and, in proportion as the army itfelf came to 

i 

be corrupted, the imperial eftablifhmerit fuffered, not an occafional 

and temporary abufe, but a radical and irrecoverable decline of its 
character and forr.e. 

The Praetorian bands were early debauched by their refidencc 
in the capital, the principal feat of licentiouinefs ; they were infpired 
. with preemption from the accefs which they had to pra&ife on the 

vices of their fovereign, and they outran all the armies of the empire 
in profligacy, infolence, and venality. They were, upon this ac- 
count, broke or dilbanded with indignation by Galba, the .firft pro* 
vincial officer who was advanced to the purple ; but this reformation 
only made way for others, who, being placed in the fame fchool of 
diforder and vice, foon equalled their predeceffors in all the eviU 
which they had brought on the capital, and on the empire. 

The contagion of military arrogance gradually fpread from the 
barrack or camp of the Praetorian bands, to the legions of the frontier, 

and, together with the hopes of raifing a favourite leader to the head 

of the empire, promifed indulgence of crimes and exemption from 
every painful reftraint* The practice of difpofing of the empire was 
followed by that of felling it for pecuniary bounties, and formally 
capitulating with every new mailer for a relaxation of dilcipline and 
the impunity of crimes. 

In proportion as the character of Roman citizen loft its confider* 
ation and its confequence, the name was eafily communicated to 
ail the fubjects or natives of any province. But this promifcuous 
admiflion of every fubject, under the fame predicament of a Roman 

Vol. III. 4 D citizen, 



57° 



THE PROGRESS AND TERMINATION 



B (Mr Z citizen, Inftead of railing the provincials to the dignity of Romans, 

funk the latter to the level of provincial fubjetts ;. extinguilhed all the 
fentiments on which the legions of old were wont to value themfel ves» 



and, with their lofs of fclf-eftimation as Romans, probably diminifhed 



the intereft they had In the prefemtioa of the Roman name* They 
became by degrees, and at every fuccefilon, more mercenary and 
venal in the choice of their matters,, more brutal- in the exercife of 
their force againft their fellow-fubjeds and, with a continual degra- 
dation from bad' to worfe, fubflituted for the order, courage, and 
difcipline. of Roman legions, mere ferocity,, and a difpofition to ra- 



pine ai 



uitiny, 



natives of the more rude anduncul 



tivated provinces took 



Villi! 



fant 



pacific;, and the empire itfelf fametimes received its matter from 
mott barbarous extremities, and from the nurferics of brutality. 



ignorance, 



Ml 



general tendency ta corruption, it is not furprifihg 
though- once of fuch. mighty power, fhould, in 



that an empire 
procels of time, verge ta its ruin ; it is rather furprifihg,. that 
brie,, mouldering fo fall within, fhould have fo long withfto< 



ftorm with which it was naturally afiailed horn abroad. From tl 
accefiGon of Caligula to the admiffion of Alaric kito-Rome, was 
period of no more than about four hundred years •;• but from tl 



Epoch to the reduction of Conftantinopl 



four hundred and fix teen 



was it before, the lights of civiV political, 



ears. So long 

tilkary- wifdom, 



►man 



Mill 



>n wealth, though- ftruck 
the Weft^ and continually, finkim 



*re entirely extinguilhed.. 

The fabric of the empire had n 

ae a duration* both in the nature 



any advantages to account for fo 
of its materials and in the difpo- 



fition of its parts. The provinces were conveniently fituated 



lutual 
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mutual intercourfe and for mutual fupport ; and there was an eafy 

accefsfrom the feat of dominion, to* the fartheft bounds of the em- 
pire. The order tftablifhed by Auguftus, and confirmed by Ti- 
berius, remained unaltered, even, by many of their fuccefTors. The 
worft of the Caefars fuffered that order to fubfift in the provinces, 
and never looked beyond the court and capital for the objects of 
their jealoufy,, and fit fubjects of tyranny. Even in fiich hands the 
engine of empire continued to work, becaufe the mafter neither 

pretended to underftand, nor attempted to interpofe in the operation 
of its diftant parts. And the authority of government continued 

high in the extremities of this vaft dominion, while it funk or was 

abufed in the centre. 

Valour and difcipline, the belt prefervatives of many other va- 
luable qualities, being long in requeft, though fometimes impaired in 
the Roman legions, ftill formed examples of a noble and heroic 

virtue, which qualified fome of thofe, who attained to the more high 
and Tefpe&able ftations in the military pofTeffion, to fill with advan- 
tage the imperial throne. • ■ 

The inhabitants of the empire in general were corrected of that 
ferocity, or reduced from that national fpirit which renders fubjects 
refractory. They were addicted to pacific arts, tractable, and eafily 
retained within the bounds of their duty ; and they acquiefced in 

any. government, however negligent or incapable. Some of the 
emperors promoted this orderly and pacific difpofition, by the con- 
fidence which they- taught the fubj ect to have m the fecurity of his 

- perfon and of his property, and by the encouragement which they 
gave to purfuits and applications which inlpire the love of peace and 

tranquillity 7 . 

* Vefpafian gave 'Hilaries of about 800 1.. blifticd the'Schqol of liberal art«, called the 
a-year to mailers of rhetoric at Rome; Mar- Atheiixum. Dio. Gaff. lib. Jxxi. c. 37* 

cus Aurelius gave falaries to many teachers Sextus Aurelius ViftordcC*f»fibu«. 
of philofophy at Athens. Hadrian efta- 

4D2 It 
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It may appear flrange, but it is true, that even under the govern-* 
ment of mere foldiers of fortune, the principles of law, founded in, 
the maxims of the republic, though in fome things perverted to the 
purpofes of defpotic power, was made the objed: of a feled profef- 
ii on, and was ftudied as a rule of peace and of property. The civiF 
law was thus not only fuffered to remain in force* but received, from, 
the pleadings of advocates, the decifions of judges, and the edicts of 
princes, continual acceffions of light and authority* which has> 
rendered it the great bafis of juftice to all the modern nations of 
Europe* 

Philofophy continued in repute from the times of the republic far- 
down in the empire, and the doctrines of Epicurus, which had pre- 
vailed in the later times of the commonwealth* now gave way to 
thofe of Zeno and the Stoics. While men had rights to preferve,, 
and hazardous duties to perform on the public fecne, they had af- 
fected to believe, "with Epicurus, that pleafure was the ftandard of 
good and of evil. But now* when the public occupations of ftate 

were withheld from them, and when perioral fafety was the higheft 
cbje& in their view, they returned to the idea, which feemed to have 
inspired the virtue of ancient times, that men were made happy by 
what they themfelves were and performed, not by what they poffeffed. 
Under the difcouragements of many a cruel and oppreffive reign,, 
men of education and of high defcent accordingly had recourfe to. 
the philofophy of Zeno, as to a confolation and fupport ; and al- 
though they were deprived of the opportunity to ad upon their own 
ideas in any difiinguiihed fituation, they gave fufficient evidence of' 
their fincerity, in the manly indifference with which they fometimes- 
incurred the confequences of their independence and freedom of 
mind. 

From thefe materials, the law was fometimes furnimed with prac- 
titioner?, the Senate with its members, the army with commanders,.. 

and the empire itfelf with its head j and the throne of Csefar, in the 
< 9 viciffitudes. 
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Yiclffitudes to which it was expofed, prefented examples as honour- c H^A P. 

able to human nature in fome inftances, as they were degrading and v- u 
fhameful in others. In thefe varieties, however, it is no difparage- 
ment to the good, to fuppofe that they were not able to compenfate 
the bad, or to produce effects, to which the greateft abilities in a few 
individuals cannot extend. 

The wifdom of Nerva gave rife to a fucceflion, which, in the per- 
fons of Trajan and the Antonines, formed a counterpart to the race 
of Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, and Nero \ and it muft be ad- 
mitted, that if a people could be happy by any other virtue than 
their own, there was a period in the hiftory of this empire, during 
which the happinefs of mankind may have been fuppofed complete.. 
This however is but a fond and miftaken apprehenfion. A People 
may receive protection from the juftice and humanity of fingle men 
but can receive independence, vigour, and peace of mind only from, 
their own. Even the virtues of this happy fucceflion could do no 
more than difcontinue, for a while, the former abufes of power, ad- 
miniftrate juftice, reftrain the guilty, and protect: the innocent.. 
Many of the evils under which human nature was labouring, ftill 
remained without a cure j and the empire, after having in the higheft. 
degree experienced the effects of wifdom- and goodnefs,, was affailed 
anew with all the abufes of the oppofite extreme 9 . - 

9 Thcfe extremes fcarccly gain credit with or mark, a deeper trail in which men are- 

the modern reader, as they are To much be- contained to move. 

yond what his own experience or obfervation The maxims of a Chriftian and a Gentle- 

can parallel. Nero i'eems to have been a man, the remains of what men were taught 

Demon, and Aurelius a Divinity ; and thcfe by thofe maxims in the days.of chivalry, per- 

prodigies, "whether in the extreme of good vade every rank, have fome effect in places of 

or of evil, exhibited, amidft the ruins of the the leaf* reflraint ; and if they do not infpire 

Roman republic, are no longer to be found, decency of character, atleaftawe the profligate 

Individuals were then formed on their fpe- with the fearnf contempt, from which even the 

cificdifpoAtions to wifdom or folly. In later mo ft powerful are not fecure. Infomuch,. 

times, they are more caft in a general mould, that if human nature wants the force to pro- 

which gives a certain form independent of duce an Aurelius or a Trajan, it is not fo* 

the materials. Religion, fafliion, and man- m uch expofed to the infamies of a Domniaa. 

ners prefcribe more of the actions of men, or a Nero. x 

For 
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and the internal peace of the empire to be tolerably fecure. Com- 

=rce flourifhed, and the land was cultivated; but thefe were but 
poor compenlktions for the want of that vigour, elevation, and free- 
dom, which perifhed with the Roman republic itfelf, or with the 
political character of the other nations which had been ahforbed in 

this ruinous abyfs. 

The military and political virtues, which had been exerted in form- 
ing this empire, having finifhed their courfe, a general relaxation 

enfued, under which, the very forms that were neceflary for its pre- 
fervation were in procefs of time negle&ed. As the fpirit which gave 
rile to thofe forms was gradually fpent, human nature fell into a re- 
trograde 

and men, in the application of their faculties even to the moft ordi- 
nary purpofe of life, fullered a flow and infenfible, but almoft con- 
tinual, decline. 



!, which the virtues of individuals could not fufpend ; 
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ERRATA, 

Page- ig, line 19, for Baotis read £*///. 

35» 25, <° r * w/y diforderlj fiate read /« a wrj> diforderfy ftati* 

75» * 29, f° T *** read «». 

79» 8, for in read on. 

1 1 9, 20, for jead 

1 29, 3 , f or $ im rea( i 

741, 4, for read" /iiV, 

258, — 1 4, for upon read up on, 

282, — 22, for/**// read fiats. 

289, — — 25, for /«wr«ry read temporary, 

3 2I » 9, for /or lead 

33»i-— >5» for '« cuthorifing. read authorifing, 
34* 1 — — 12, /or wo/ read w£/<& 

3 6 5» — 21» for continued read continuing, 

388, — — 8, for ///»« read //«/. 

426, I5,.inftead of \expofed,. and the priejthnd; had, rcad «r /e /?/j ,«* 

the priefthood had. 

45 5» — 24, for W.rcad /*££;; 
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